Personal statement:

Would a God of Justice punish
unbelievers forever in hell?
By Jerry Ingerman
This book was created because of the difficulty I've always had with
accepting 'The Doctrine of Hell' and how a God of Justice (one of His
attributes) could send an unrepentant sinner to burn 'forever', a term we can
barely comprehend, in flames of fire. Of course, my church was very upset
with my reluctance; one of my pastors saying that I must accept what the
Bible says. But does the Bible really contain the 'The Doctrine of Hell'? My
first attempts at writing a document that dealt with this issue were very
unconvincing and were driven mostly by emotion. I realized that only a
Scripturally sound document would suffice.
This document was difficult to write, not only because of its sheer size,
but because I found that I frequently had to shed some of my core beliefs,
such as applying words like 'forever (and ever)', 'eternal', 'everlasting'
and 'damnation' to human punishment, the dead having any level of
consciousness and that anyone has an immortal soul (which is not possible
until the Second Coming of Christ and is reserved only for redeemed (saved)
people). Yet we are taught the unsaved have an immortal soul that could
experience endless torture from God, who endlessly tortures people. These
beliefs came from my years of attending Baptist churches and graduating from
a Baptist Bible college.
So when I began my new research I was doubtful I could find the required
support to confirm my beliefs. I prayed for wisdom consistently as I wrote
and the Lord put it into my mind that the book (I originally planned on
writing a shorter document) should stress His attribute of Justice and how
He actually would/wouldn't implement that justice.
So the immediate question in my mind was does King James Bible, (my
Bible of choice) and many others actually contain the 'doctrine of hell'?
The history of this doctrine and how it crept into the King James Bible was
the focus of my study). Since the Word of God is pure (Proverbs 30:5-6) the
only possible answer that could be true is that mistranslations were
introduced, I believe, to forward an agenda of fear, which is used to
discipline the masses.
I can make this claim based on the way I was taught to street preach.
We were given 'tracts' to hand out; the majority containing images of people
burning in fiery flames with the message roughly being 'you must be saved
(born again) to avoid this fate'. If the character of God or His incoming
kingdom was discussed it was only secondary.
So using Biblehub.com and other interlinear translations, the writings
of many Greek experts and other writings which I believe conformed with
Scripture, I became increasingly sure that the book's premise was sound. I
don't claim the book to be perfect. It was difficult to spell check and to
avoid unintentional repetition. I'll let the reader decide its credibility.
This book is really is not difficult reading. There is a huge amount of
graphical data. I believe the time you invest on reading it will give you a
better understanding of the character of God and His true intentions towards
humanity. It left me with a better understanding of God, a bit of insight
into the way He thinks and His true intentions for Mankind, all of which He
spells out in His Word.
I only ask that you read it with an open mind. Thank You.
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Would a God of Justice punish unbelievers
forever in hell?
This document contains a degree of repetition,
particularly in the discussing of Matthew 10:28,
Matthew 25:41, 2Thessalonians 1:9 and Gehenna. We also
inserted some 'Review' sections. These all serve to
reinforce information. It is long, due to the large
amount of discussion by experts and the huge amount of
graphical material we felt was necessary to clearly
state our case. This is a complex paper and we found
that repetition also served to reinforce several topics
that we consider to be very important. The Bible uses
repetition in the form of 'chiasm'* for reinforcement.
However, there is a minimum of repetition in this
document. I realize that the subject of this document
is very controversial and can even cause anger. Again,
please read this document with an open mind. It
important to know the true intentions of our merciful,
just God.
Thank You.
* Chiasms are discussed further in the Appendix
Instructors whose material was used in this document
Dr. Peter S. Ruckman, founder Pensacola Bible Institute
Dr. Gregg Estep, founder Charity Baptist Bible
Institute (where I received my Theology degree).
Abstract
This document will prove:
Main Point - This point will be expanded upon in great detail.
At their judgment, God will destroy unrepentant sinners (Matthew
10:28). Their carcases (Isaiah 66:24), which are unconscious
(Ecclesiastes 9:5), consist of both body and soul. The soul is a
part of the blood (Leviticus 17:11). They will perish in the
lake of fire, (Revelation 21:8), not receiving vivified
(immortal) bodies, like the redeemed will. Before their death,
punishment will be meted out (Romans 2:6) 'according to their
deeds' (Revelation 20:12-13), - based on whatever ‘thy hardness
and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself’ (Romans 2:5).
' (Romans 2:5).

KJV Dictionary Definition: perish
5. To be destroyed; to come to nothing*.
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PER'ISH, v.t. To destroy. Not legitimate.
God will not subject unrepentant sinners to endless
torture. We will present numerous Scriptures that
support this. *We hold that 'destroy' Scripturally does
not mean to annihilate. Destruction is an act of
finality. It's results are what is eternal.

---------------------------------------------This is a ‘must understand’ section to better understand
the thinking and motivation behind this entire book.
As we stated in the opening statement of this book, we had
to shed many of our beliefs and teachings in the course of
preparing this document. We prayed fervently for the Lord to
guide us in this endeavor. The teaching that Man has an
immortal soul and the non-repentant unsaved individual, upon
death, would have that soul forever tortured in a fiery hell
we felt was incomprehensible, being that God is a God of
Justice (one of His attributes).
We will show that he words ‘forever’, ‘eternal’ and
‘everlasting’ belong only to God, thus, they are always
mistranslations in verses with a non-Deity context*. This is
particularly significant whenever the terms like ‘eternal
punishment’, ‘eternal fire’ and ‘eternal destruction’ are
interpreted, when these terms are found in the Bible.
*‘Deity context’ is a term defined later in this book.
In our present state, although we know the dictionary
meanings of these words, we cannot comprehend an existence in
their realm. Our English word "eon" comes directly from the
Greek word "anion." The word "eon" DOES have a plural form
just like the Greek word "aion." But our English word "age"
doesn’t. The English word "eon" works perfectly in correctly
translating the Greek word anion. Why don't ALL of our English
translations use this word instead of "for ever and ever"
which makes no sense at all? We have only been taught that God
is eternal, which is obviously true. But He is also the eonian
God.
When the more poorly-translated, readability-focused Bible
versions translate these words referring to eternity or
endlessness with English words, they are adding a meaning to
the words that is simply not found in the original languages.
One of the reasons readability-focused translators do this is
because there is no adjective form of “eon” (“eonian”) in
English, so the translators just use an English word such as
“eternal” or “forever” that sounds “normal” in English. These
words conveniently fit with the translators’ preconceived
pagan “hell mindset”. In fact, pagan ideas about “the
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afterlife” are the very reason that words referring to
eternity sound “normal” to modern Christians who have
inherited those ideas. This inaccurate translation work causes
confusion. The words “eternal”, “everlasting” and “forever” in
English carry the meaning of “definitely endless” and/or “time
without beginning or end”, while “olam” (Hebrew) and “eon”
(Greek) and their forms simply do not carry that meaning and
we will be easily prove this by examining how the words are
used in Scripture.
The reason the translation of the Greek word “eon” is
so important is that the ramifications are massive
particularly in a couple of spots in the New Testament. It
really all comes down to this: believers in eternal punishment
(actually punishing ) must prove that the Greek phrases
“eonian chastisement/punishment” must be translated as
“eternal chastisement/punishment” and “forever and ever”
punishment. If they cannot prove this, the doctrine of
“eternal” punishment falls apart (has no solid Biblical
basis). None of us would dare preach the idea that God will
punish or torture billions of precious humans without end,
unless we were absolutely certain that the terms “eonian
chastisement/punishment” absolutely must be translated as
referring to eternity. If there is no solid proof that these
terms must be translated as referring to eternity, then it
would be a terrible crime to foist such a terrifying doctrine
as “eternal” punishment upon those to whom we preach.
Especially considering that it’s frankly incomprehensible why
God would bring billions of people into existence knowing
beforehand that the fate of many would be eternal torture.
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We Know God is the eternal God. Here’s how we know that He is
also the eonian God, as well.
1Timothy 1:17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible,
the only wise God, [be] honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.
(KJB)
1 Timothy 1:17 – Now unto the King eternal ([the]King of the
ages) (aionon), immortal (aphthartos), invisible (aoratos),
the only wise God, be honor and glory forever and ever (eis
tous aiona ton aionion) (to the ages of the ages). Amen.

AV: 'to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever.Amen' ➔
Greek: 'the glory and the power to the ages of the ages.
To repeat, terms like ’eternal’, ‘forever’ and
‘everlasting’ are presently beyond our comprehension. Thus,
these words are mistranslations unless the context they appear
in a Deity context.*
*Again, the term is defined in this book.
So, God, for our understanding is also described as the eonian
God. (See Romans 16:26 below).
Eonian means pertaining to the ages. We will show that
God’s plan for Mankind is constructed of ages. We think in
terms of ages (‘stone age’, ‘bronze age’, ‘industrial age’,
etc.).
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Let’s look at a couple of quotes from Bible language
scholars (Many more Hebrew and Greek language experts will
testify later in this book):
M. R. Vincent, Presbyterian Bible scholar, states as part
of his note on the Greek word “eon/eonian”: “Neither the noun

nor the adjective, in themselves, carry the sense of endless
or everlasting.”

G. Campbell Morgan, the British Congregational minister,
said about “olam” (Hebrew) and “eon” (Greek): “Let me say to

Bible students that we must be very careful how we use the
word ‘eternity.’ We have fallen into great error in our
constant use of that word. There is no word in the whole Book
of God corresponding with our ‘eternal,’ which, as commonly
used among us, means absolutely without end.”
Regarding God as the eonian God:
Romans 16:26 But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures
of the prophets, according to the commandment of the
everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience
of faith.

KJB: 'everlasting God' → Greek: 'eonian God'
So, God is both eternal and eonian.
Unfortunately, anion or its variants*, such as aioniou, are
often mistranslated as world, eternal, and everlasting among
others. Aiōniou is the genitive case of the word aionios
(which is in the nominative case). The Theological Dictionary
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of the New Testament, Abridged Greek-English Lexicon, Enhanced
Strong’s Lexicon, the secular Greek-English lexicon by Bauer,
and many other lexicons define "aionios" and its family of
words, ("aionion","aioniou" ... ). The Greek word aionion:*
* Here are the different forms of aiōnion according to
Strong's in the Greek:
aionia aiōnia aiṓnia aionian aionían aiōnian aiōnían aioniois aioníois
aiōniois aiōníois aionion aioníon aiōnion aiōniōn aiōníōn aiṓnion aionios
aiōnios aiṓnios aiṓniós aioniou aioníou aiōniou aiōníou aionious aioníous

Again, God views Time in terms of ages, (which is our
customary way of looking at Time) not 'forever', 'eternal' or
'eternity’, ;
words that currently belong only to Him. The word
"aion" in ALL its forms refers to "ages" which have definite
beginnings AND ends. There are 5 ages (eons) mentioned in the
Greek New Testament. There is only ONE eternity, not multiples. This will be fully discussed in this document.
Eternal is defined as perpetual, everlasting. Eternal is one
of the many hundreds of words which gained entrance into English during the Renaissance. Previous to that time, it was
completely unknown. No such word appears in any old English
scriptures. Instead of it, there is found a simple little word
with the meaning of eonian, or something like that, spelled
ece, of which more will be said later. In fact, it may be laid
down as a rule that no language had, for some time after the
first century A.D., any term to denote eternity. We will
discuss the word ‘eternity’ (or everlasting) in great detail.
It is now necessary to examine the origin of the word
"eternal." Whatever the Latin word meant in the time of
Jerome, it certainly did not signify endless three hundred
years earlier. Professor Max Muller said of the root of this
word, that it originally signified life or time, but had given
rise to a number of words expressing eternity, the very
opposite of life and time. He says the Latin aevum (which corresponds almost letter for letter with the Greek aion, eon,
thought to have been originally aivon), became the name of
time, age, and its derivative aeviternus, or aeternus, "was
made to express eternity." These are the words of an authority
who was quite unbiased in this matter.
The reason why the simple word ece was forced out of English
probably was that it was too ambiguous. Theology was trying to
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make it stand for "everlasting," whereas it only meant
"lasting." These latter terms were to take its place, as in
Cursor Mundi (The Course of the World, a metrical version of
Bible history, written about 1320), which has the line,
"Through Jesus come to life lasting" (‘Thoru Jhesu com to liif
lastand’). Soon after this time, the word everlasting took the
place of ece and lasting, a transition which made a very great
deal of difference.
"In Hebrew and Greek, the words rendered 'everlasting' do not
have this sense. They signify a long duration of time, a
period, whence the phrase, 'during these eternities and
beyond.'" Dr. Lammenois a man adept with languages, states,
"In Hebrew and Greek the words rendered 'everlasting' have not
this sense. He states that "olam” (the Hebrew word for ‘aion’)
simply signifies for a long time. “The Hebrew Scriptures do
not contain any doctrine of everlasting punishment." claims
Rabbi Judah Loewe, a great Talmudic scholar.
Many seminary students have been taught that the
expression "forever and ever" is an idiomatic expression
meaning "everlasting." Those of the Fundamentalist persuasion,
who believe the Bible should be translated literally, say that
this term is translated into the English literally, that is,
it is NOT an idiomatic expression, but a word-for-word literal
rendering. Both are wrong. The ancient Greeks would probably
render this translation "idiotic," NOT idiomatic. You see, the
Greek construct of this term would make it extremely difficult
for a first century Greek to see how we moderns even came
close to concocting terms like "forever and ever" from the
Greek word "aion" and its adjective "aionios" and their
derivatives. Let us explain
"All the way through it is never feasible to understand
'aionios' (Greek word translated eternal, everlasting, and for
ever in many English Bible translations.) as everlasting." Dr.
Nigel Turner
"Let me say to Bible students that we must be very careful how
we use the word 'eternity’. We have fallen into great error in
our constant usage of that word. There is no word in the whole
Book of God corresponding with our eternal…" Dr. G. Campbell
Morgan
To our limited understanding, ’eternal’ is an
incomprehensible term. Had the old English Bibles been
translated direct out of the Greek, instead of from the Latin
Vulgate Version of Jerome (380 A.D.), it is very probable that
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the word eternal would never have been found in our modern
Bibles and theological terminology at all.
So, God’s honor and glory are either related to the ages
or forever (i.e. eternal). Clearly, based on the Greek,these
translators knew that God is the King is of the ages (eons).
But for the Norman Conquest of England in 1066 A.D., which
brought many French words into the English language (and
French is largely decayed and corrupt Latin), and drove out
many native English words, we should most probably now be
using not eternal, but 'ece', the old equivalent of eonian.
The present-day concepts of eternal life and eternal
punishment, which are based on the common understanding of the
word eternal, are not the best translations of the Greek and
lead to erroneous doctrines, such as endless (eternal)
punishment. They should be replaced with what are called
eonian life or life of the age(s) and eonian chastisement.
Does it not therefore seem likely that this chastening or
restraint (kolasis) may be the process, which follows upon the
olethros, or sudden cutting-off, sudden discomfiture? The
eonian fire is clearly age-lasting. Nor is there any mention
in these passages of anything happening forever or for
eternity. If you see the phrase "eternal punishment" in
Matthew 25:46 (below), it is a blatant and ridiculous
mistranslation of the Greek "eonian chastening" which means
"chastening that has to do with an age or ages".
Jesus contrasts “the righteous” who will get “eonian life”
with “the goats” who will get “eonian chastening”. It has in
view, in the day of the Lord, the granting of rewards, or
chastenings, to the nations of the earth according to their
treatment of Israel. Its punishment not forever, but eonian,
not annihilation. The opposite is the rewards for the
righteous are also eonian, but become eternal when death is
abolished.
So, those who are saved don't get eternal life right at
that point. They get the right to go into the Millennium. It’s
by serving Christ and worshipping Him in the Millennium that
gets them into eternity where they get the tree of life and
then they get eternal life. There's no tree of life in the
Millennium.
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Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.

Again, although we understand the definition of ‘eternal’,
at present we cannot conceive of an eternal existence. True,
the Bible makes many eternal promises to the redeemed
(saved)(OT earned salvation/NT free gift of salvation), but
only a fraction of their mind of Christ can presently be
utilized. When the body becomes uncorruptable (at the Rapture)
then eternal concepts will be better comprehended.
That is precisely why God presents Himself to us as the
eonian God. Of course, God is eternal, but His plan for
Mankind is composed of ages (eons), which have definite
beginnings and endings. These are periods which we can
understand. God views Time in terms of ages and His plan for
Man is constructed in terms of the ages. 'Forever', 'Eternity'
and 'Eternal' are words that strictly apply to God.
Thus, Scripture places much more emphasis on the ages
than on eternity. The fact of the matter is that God is
working out His purpose through the ages or eons, making the
ages a major tenet of Scripture. The good news is related to
what God is and will be doing through the ages that He made
through His Son.
To repeat, the present-day concepts of eternal life and
eternal punishment, which are based on the
common understanding of the word eternal, are not the best
translations of the Greek and lead to erroneous doctrines,
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such as endless (eternal) punishment. They should be replaced
with what are called eonian life or life of the age(s) and
eonian chastisement. “Eonian chastisement” has been
transformed into “eternal punishment. Some might wonder why
trouble over this.The answer is simple. One might believe that
if eternal life must be about an endless life for believers,
then eternal judgment (aka ‘hell’) for unbelievers is also
endless and the lost have an existence of eternal torture.
This is contrary to Scripture, as we shall prove.
Destruction is not annihilation of people in the Bible
The Hebrew Greek word שׁחת, shachath (Strong's #7843) occurs
148 times, in 136 verses in the Old Testament. It has a
variety of meanings including corrupt, destroy,felled,
jeopardize, pollute, ravage, ruin. We present below an
analysis of every occurrence of the word in English OT of
destroy, destroyed, destroyer, destroying, as is found in
the KJB. People are obviously destroyed in reference to
physical death, body parts, pride, etc. But, when the
meaning is death, the context is physical death here on Earth.
Not a single verse necessitates the nonexistence of anyone thus
destroyed in the afterlife.
*'Destroy' has a wide variety of meanings in Scripture,but the ultimate fate
of the unrepentant sinner is the lake of fire. The lake of fire will be the final
destination of all unrepentant sinners. This includes everyone, before and
after Christ, who have not responded to God's Word. Those who have not
trusted
Christ as Savior will find their way to the lake offire. John wrote.
Revelation 20:15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life
was cast into the lake of fire.
The biblical meaning of the word 'destroy, when it is used in a human
context, (and in some other contexts, as well) is 'ruin'
Those who have not trusted Christ as Saviour will find
their way to the lake of fire. John wrote.
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell,
Regarding apollumi, W. E. Vine comments: “The idea is not
extinction but ruin, loss, not of being, but of well-being”
(1991, 211).
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Renowned scholar J. H. Thayer defined apollumi, with
reference to Matthew 10:28, in the following fashion:
“metaphorically, to devote or give over to eternal misery”
(1958, 64).
Professor Oepke argues that apollumi does not suggest a
mere “extinction of physical existence”; rather it involves
the hopeless desperation of eternal separation from God
(1964, 396). Of apollumi in Matthew 10:28, A. T. Robertson
writes: “‘Destroy’ here is not annihilation, but eternal*
punishment” (1930, 83).
*eonian
When you burn a piece of wood the gases and ashes weigh
precisely as much as the wood before cremation. In the
economy of Nature there is no such thing as annihilation.
God in providence and graceis identical. Therefore, the
doctrine of annihilation is heretical and equally
contradictory to both nature and revelation. The destruction
of the devil does not mean his annihilation, but his utter
and eternal discomfiture, defeat and inoperativeness.
- HELL IS A MISTRANSLATION Copyright 2010 John Lilley
We hold the to view that God does not annihilate any
form of life., whether animal of human. God would have to
permanently discard or destroy the spirit of each human being
that returns (unconsciously) to Him at death (Ecc.12:7) –and
there is no evidence whatsoever that God does that or will
ever do that to any human being’s spirit. The Scriptures
support this. Furthermore, to consume does not mean to
annihilate. There is no such thing as annihilation in the
absolute sense. When fire consumes a log it does not destroy
any of the elements within the log, it merely changes their

form.

Even the destruction of the devil does not mean his
annihilation, but rather his utter and eternal discomfiture,
defeat and inoperativeness, as we shall prove. We will also
show that Matthew 10:28, a popular verse used to claim
annihilation of humans occurs actually refers to the
unbeliever spending their future in the lake of fire in a
state of ruin and uselessness*, one where consciousness is
gone almost immediately, but not being made to cease to exist.
The Bible does not teach annihilationism. Annihilation would
be demeaning both to the love of God and to the nature of
human beings as free moral creatures
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Background information on Noah’s Flood
Before the flood there was some kind of a canopy that
distributes the heat evenly throughout the entire Earth where
you have a unified weather pattern all the way around. That’s
what you had before the flood. It isn’t till after the flood
that God says they’ll be seasons. There were no seasons before
the flood. When God created the heaven and the Earth in the
beg and put Adam and Eve on it there was just one perfect
season, one perfect weather pattern. But that got changed with
the flood. Somehow, with all that water on this Earth it
tilted the Earth on its axis and changed its relation to the
Sun, producing the seasons. That will all get straightened
out. God’s going to again bring catastrophe upon the Earth,
but the result at the end of it will be that it will
straighten up and be again like it was prior to the flood of
Noah.
““I will destroy man....” This is not a reference to Adam.
Note what follows: “The end of all flesh is come before me”
(6:13). “I, do bring a flood...to destroy all flesh, wherein
is the breath of life...and every thing that is in the earth”
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S. Genesis Commentary (The Bible
Believer's Commentary Series).
In Genesis 6:7, what is the reason given for God’s
destruction of animals (other than humans)? The reason is not
given here but later in Genesis 6:12.
Genesis 6:12 And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it
was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the
earth.
“Corruption with the flesh must go back to Genesis 4:2-3
with the sons of God and the daughters of men.”
Dr. Estep
God judged the world with Noah's flood - He used water again
to flood the earth and destroy, but not annihilate the wicked.
Now consider Genesis 6:7 and 6:17 proving that God does not
annihilate species. even when He is extremely angry with
Mankind, as is proved in the Genesis Scriptures below.
Genesis 6:7 And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have
created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and
the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth
me that I have made them.
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Why did Moses used 2 different words in Genesis 6:7 and 17
when writing about the consequences of the Great Flood? The first
word is machah" (#4229)"meaning "to exterminate".
◄4229. machah►
Strong’s Concordance
machah: abolish
Original Word: מָ חָ ה
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: machah
Phonetic Spelling: (maw-khaw')
Definition: to wipe, wipe out

Brown-Driver-Briggs
3 blot out = exterminate, ֺם
 כלֿהיקוall existing things Genesis
7:23 (J) and mankind, ָה
דמ
ֲָָא
ְּנֵי ה
ַל מ
ֵע
 מGenesis 6:7; Genesis
7:4 (J); ִין
ְּלָכ
ֺת מ
 מֺחוProverbs 31:3 (with the text-change, see
above) = destroyers of kings (i.e. impure women), but expression
strange and dubious.
The second word is shachath meaning ‘ruin’ in Genesis 6:17:
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◄7843. shachath►
Strong’s Concordance
shachath: perhaps to go to ruin
Original Word: ַת
ָח
ש
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: shachath
Phonetic Spelling: (shaw-khath')
Definition: perhaps to go to ruin
Brown-Driver-Briggs
1 spoil, ruin, accusative of eye Exodus 21:26 (E),
vineyard Jeremiah 12:10 (figurative), branches Nahum
2:3 (figurative), also = destroy, accusative of person 2
Samuel 1:14; 2 Samuel 14:11 (accusative omitted), Ezekiel
5:16; Ezekiel 20:17, ָר
ָש
 כָלבGenesis 6:17; Genesis 9:15 (P),
city, fortress, etc., Genesis 13:10; Genesis 19:13,29 (all
J), 2 Samuel 24:16; Jeremiah 5:10 (accusative
omitted), Jeremiah 48:18; Ezekiel 26:4; Ezekiel
43:3; Lamentations 2:5, ruin temple Lamentations 2:6,
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nation Hosea 11:9; Hosea 13:9 (read perhaps ִך
ַת
ִח
 שOort Now),
land 2 Kings 19:12 (Hiph`il in "" Isaiah 37:12), Judges
6:5; Joshua 22:33 (P), Ezekiel 22:30; Ezekiel 30:11,
earth Genesis 9:11 (P); with  לobject (3 לb), city 1 Samuel
23:10, person Numbers 32:15 (P); with accusative ָיו
ַחֲמ
 רAmos
K 28
1:11, destroyed (stifled) his compassion (or, RS
and
others, the bonds of kinship, see ְּרית
ִ) ב,ִים
ַחֲמ
 רMalachi 2:8,
i.e. violate it, see especially ְּש
ָה ׳ו
ַרצ
ְּ( אthat
is, semen) Genesis 38:9 (J) he spoiled (it) upon the ground,
made it ineffective, = waste words Proverbs 23:8.

Not a complete annihilation

The first term macahah refers to an action against Man
and the animals - exterminating or eradicating
the individual creatures currently living. ‘Exterminating’
does not wipe out a species - it only removes the living
creatures. The second term shachath refers to an action
against flesh in general - ruining flesh as a whole. To ‘ruin’
something is also not to permanently remove it, but to take
away its ability to function as before.

Extermination: living creatures not species
It was a universal flood. They say that the ice age
made the valleys and mountain tops. Why not say the flood did
it? The water could change the earth's topography. There may
have been no mountains before the flood.
'all flesh' - not just locally
While God sought to eradicate the actual, individual
creatures that were currently living, He had no intention of
eliminating any species in general. This is demonstrated by
the ark, which protected one breeding pair of each species.

Ruin: influence not existence
The Hebrew Greek word שחת, shachath (Strong's #7843)
occurs 148 times, in 136 verses in the Old Testament. It has a
variety of meanings including corrupt, destroy,felled,
jeopardize, pollute, ravage, ruin. While God sought to destroy
or ruin the influence that ‘flesh’ wielded on the earth, He
had no intention of eradicating or exterminating flesh
altogether, let alone eliminating it.
This is also demonstrated by the ark, which protected certain
flesh under the influence of Noah and his family (who listened
to God instead of being led by the flesh).
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Conclusion
So, the intention behind the Flood was not to annihilate
species or flesh in general, but to remove the influence of
‘flesh’ (evolutionary instinct, fear, hatred, anger, etc.) on
the world, and provide a new opportunity for the Spirit of God
to lead the way through Noah.

End ‘must understand’ section.
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*This book is written to be read sequentially.

i) Prologue
There were several major teachings I could not
reconcile in my mind:
1) How can a just, loving God sentence unrepentant
sinners to burn 'forever' (and ever), 'everlasting' or
'eternally' in a place called 'hell'.
God is just. (One of His attributes is Justice).
Deuteronomy 32:4 [He is] the Rock, his work [is]
perfect: for all his ways [are] judgment: a God of
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truth and without iniquity, just and right [is] he.
In this context the Rock is God.
1Samuel 2:2 [There is] none holy as the LORD: for
[there is] none beside thee: neither [is there] any
rock like our God.
2Samuel 22:2 And he said, The LORD [is] my rock, and
my fortress, and my deliverer;
2Samuel 22:3 The God of my rock; in him will I trust:
[he is] my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my
high tower, and my refuge, my saviour; thou savest me
from violence.
2Samuel 22:32 For who [is] God, save the LORD? and who
[is] a rock, save our God?
2Samuel 22:47 The LORD liveth; and blessed [be] my
rock; and exalted be the God of the rock of my
salvation.
Psalms 18:2 The LORD [is] my rock, and my fortress,
and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will
trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, [and]
my high tower.
The rock is God.
ii) The biblical vision of Justice
The following, in agreement with this document, defines
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iii) Pre-introduction
We should state the outset from that we
unequivocally reject 'Doctrine of Universal
Reconciliation', which is derived from:
Colossians 1:15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn of every creature:
Colossians 1:16 For by him were all things created, that are in
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether
[they be] thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers:
all things were created by him, and for him:
Colossians 1:17 And he is before all things, and by him all
things consist.
Colossians 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who
is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all
[things] he might have the preeminence
Colossians 1:19 For it pleased [the Father] that in him should
all fulness dwell;
Colossians 1:20 And, having made peace through the blood of his
cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, [I
say], whether [they be] things in earth, or things in heaven.

Believers in Universal Reconciliation will claim
that these verses, Colossians 1:15-20, are constructed
in such a way that they leave absolutely no room for
any doubt whatsoever that the word all can only
mean all, without any exceptions. The Apostle Paul,
inspired by the Holy Spirit, repeats the word 'all'
seven times before coming to the key verse, verse 20,
which says that God will reconcile all things to
Himself through Jesus Christ.
First of all, Paul is not speaking about universal
salvation here, but simply universal sovereignty of
Jesus Christ. In other words, all authority has been
given to Jesus Christ in heaven and on Earth.
Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them,
saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in
earth.
By virtue of His death and resurrection, Christ
as the Last Adam is Lord over all that was lost by the
First Adam.
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1Corinthians 15:45 And so it is written, The first man
Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam [was made] a
quickening spirit.
1Corinthians 15:46 Howbeit that [was] not first which
is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward
that which is spiritual.
1Corinthians 15:47 The first man [is] of the earth,
earthy: the second man [is] the Lord from heaven.
1Corinthians 15:48 As [is] the earthy, such [are] they
also that are earthy: and as [is] the heavenly, such
[are] they also that are heavenly.
1Corinthians 15:49 And as we have borne the image of
the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the
heavenly.
When Paul speaks of being “in Christ” (i.e., being
saved),
1Corinthians 15:22 For as in Adam all die, even so in
Christ shall all be made alive.
"When you receive Christ, though, you are placed by the
Holy Spirit into the Body of Christ. You are “in Adam”
by birth (no choice); you are “in Christ” by the New
Birth (your choice). So you are no longer “in Adam”;
you are “in Christ.” When you receive Christ, you are
“made alive” inside, and someday, if the Lord tarries,
you will be “made alive” on the outside."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S. 1 - 2 Corinthians
Commentary
Universalism is not a true doctrine.
Jude 3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write
unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me
to write unto you, and exhort [you] that ye should
earnestly contend for the faith which was once
delivered unto the saints.
There is a sense of urgency here.
'earnestly contend for the faith' - Jude now switches
gears (through the Holy Spirit) to talk about the
common faith. This book is a book of warning. Earnestly
contending for something is fighting and giving your
all for this faith.
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Some will be eternally lost. We need to ask some
important questions of ourselves: Am I saved? Do I have
eternal life? If not, then ask Christ to come into your
life now Romans 10:9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.
Romans 10:10 For with the heart man believeth unto
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation.
"But nowhere do the Scriptures teach that all
people will be saved. Jesus will say to many, 'Depart
from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared
for the devil and his angels' (Matt. 25:41). John spoke
of the devil, the beast and the false prophet, and all
whose names are not written in the Book of Life being
cast into the lake of fire forever (Rev. 20:10–15).
Paul speaks of punishment on the wicked as “everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord” (2 Thes.
1:7–9). Jesus declared Judas was lost and called him
“the son of perdition” (John 17:12). It is evident from
all these passages that not everyone will be saved."
- When Critics Ask: A Popular Handbook on Bible
Difficulties (Wheaton, Ill.: Victor Books, 1992). ©
2014 Norman Geisler and Thomas Howe
Universalism is not a true doctrine.
Romans 10:10 For with the heart man believeth unto
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation.
'righteousness' - The “righteous”* are people who are
in right-standing with God because they’ve accepted his
sacrifice for their sins while the “unrighteous” are
those who are not in right standing with their Creator
because they’ve rejected His offer of salvation. The
former will inherit eternal life whereas the latter
will reap the wages of sin.
*Our own righteousness apart from Christ is as “filthy
rags” in God’s holy site (Isaiah 64:6). To become in
right-standing with God we must let go of our fleshly
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‘righteousness’ in acceptance of God’s “gift of
righteousness,” which comes via spiritual
regeneration through Christ (see Romans 5:17 and 2
Corinthians 5:21). This is positional righteousness.
Practical righteousness naturally occurs as the
believer learns to put off the “old self” — the flesh —
and live according to his or her new nature, which is
“created to be like God in true righteousness and
holiness” (Ephesians 4:22-24).
Reconciliation is contingent on our response.
Usually, when Paul speaks of Christ’s
reconciliation of Mankind (Rom. 5:10; 2 Cor. 5:18-19),
He explains that this is contingent on our receiving
this gift (Rom. 5:11; 2 Cor. 5:20). Some argue that God
reconciled all Creation to Himself through Christ’s
finished work; however, but this is contingent on
receiving the gospel in verse 23:
Colossians 1:23 If ye continue in the faith grounded
and settled, and [be] not moved away from the hope of
the gospel, which ye have heard, [and] which was
preached to every creature which is under heaven;
whereof I Paul am made a minister.
" “The hope of the gospel” (vs. 23) and “the hope of
glory” (see vs. 27) is the “blessed hope” of Titus 2:13
and the “purifying hope” of Hebrews 6:19. Those who
abide by this hope will come out at the Judgment Seat
of Christ “holy and unblameable and unreproveable in
his sight” (vs. 22). To accomplish this, the Christian
must “die daily” (1 Cor. 15:31) and “mortify the deeds
of the body” (Rom. 8:13) and keep his affections “on
things above” (see comments under Col. 3:1–2)."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Galatians, Ephesians,
Philippians, Colossians Commentary
Reconciliation refers to the submission of defeated
enemies. Since the Bible clearly teaches that some
people will not be in heaven (Rev. 20:11-15; Mt. 25:3146; 2 Thess. 1:9; Mt. 26:24), some interpreters point
out that reconciliation does not refer to harmony
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through repentance but harmony through the final
judgment of God.
Philippians 2:11 And [that] every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.
'should' not 'will'
It's the only name that you can use to be saved.
The name is precious to the believer.
Some people take salvation too far - Universalism everyone gets saved.
God desires out of His love for men and for our own
sake, that we obey Him, but He does not force. Man
himself is allowed to choose or not to choose for
accepting God’s offer of salvation by the suffering and
death of Jesus on the cross of Golgotha. God only is a
Saviour of men who accept the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.
Of course God desires out of His love for men and for
our own sake, that we obey Him, but He does not force.
Man himself is allowed to choose or not to choose for
accepting God’s offer of salvation by the suffering and
death of Jesus on the Cross of Golgotha. God only is a
Savior of men who accept the sacrifice of Jesus Christ
(Church Age) or earned their salvation (OT). The Bible
shows clearly that Man has received a free will, and
that Man can choose whether he accepts or rejects God’s
will.
But there is no guarantee that one will choose for
salvation. That depends on a personal choice. Therefore
the problem is not God’s, but Man’s.
1Timothy 4:10 For therefore we both labour and suffer
reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is
the Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe.
Although we assume from the translation that God is
a Savior of all men, especially the believers, that God
grants eternal salvation to the unbelievers, but the
most to the believers? The most obvious is the
explanation that God in principle is the Saviour of all
men (which means all men can in principle be saved),
but actually only of those who believe”. A better
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translation is therefore: but more precisely, namely
the believers. “Only he who comes to the Savior, will
be saved or earned their salvation (OT). Compare Joseph
who in Gen.41:45 is called ‘Savior of the world’. But
only those who came to him, got saved”, but not all men,
only believers.
Genesis 41:45 And Pharaoh called Joseph's name
Zaphnathpaaneah; and he gave him to wife Asenath the
daughter of Potipherah priest of On. And Joseph went
out over [all] the land of Egypt.

" “Zaphnath-paaneah” means “the savior of the world! ...
Other possible translations of Zaphnath-paaneah are
“The rescuer of the world,” “the prince of the life of
the world,” “the abundance of life,” or “the food of
life”; but any thirty meanings will point in the same
direction. “the Prince of life” is listed by that title
in Acts 3:15. The “bread of life” (John 6:48) is
Christ’s flesh which He says He will give for “the life
of the world!” (John 6:51)".
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S. Genesis Commentary
1Timothy 4:10 For therefore we both labour and suffer
reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is
the Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe.
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" Here then, we have ATONEMENT AND APPLICATION clearly
defined as two separate items. The atonement for ALL
men is for ALL men, but it is applied to those who
“believe.”"
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S. Pastorial Epistles (1 - 2
Timothy, Titus Commentary)
Christ is the Saviour of the world. However,
not everyone will believe:
1Timothy 4:10 For therefore we both labour and suffer
reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is
the Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe.

◄ 3122. malista ►
Strong's Concordance
malista: most
Original Word: μάλιστα
Part of Speech: Adverb, Superlative
Transliteration: malista
Phonetic Spelling: (mal'-is-tah)
Definition: most
Usage: most of all, especially.

Thus, the hope of the gospel is the possibility for
reconciliation, which a person has to/is allowed to
accept. ‘Reconciliation’ means to turn from enmity to
friendship. The gospel is good news indeed because, not
only does it grant eternal life to those who accept it,
but, it simultaneously enables us to have a
relationship with the Creator of the Universe. The
gospel still remains to be the good news, even though
not everybody will be willing to accept it. The belief
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in eternal punishment is a serious detriment to the
entire message of salvation. It turns the "Good News"
into bad news. Sometimes when people turn to Jesus, it
is not as much to embrace His loving gift as it is to
avoid what they are told is the only other alternative.
This significantly alters the way many view the
Almighty God and causes countless others to cast doubt
on the reliability of the gospel. God has created Man
with a free will, because God intended to live
eternally with men who would serve Him wholeheartedly
and that they would give everything for that, even
their life. The thought of the doctrine of Universal
Reconciliation is in contrast to it. Why would God
give Man free will if ultimately everyone will serve
Him? Then He could just as well have made puppets.
There are too many texts that contradict the
doctrine of Universal Reconciliation. By trying to
predict a happy end for everyone, an attempt is made to
take the sting out of the ultimate gravity. In addition,
people impair in this way the only gospel of salvation,
but when it is rejected, nothing more is left than
death (the wages of sin).
<https://stichting-promise.nl/english-articles/dealing-with-the-errors-of-the-doctrine-ofuniversal-reconciliation.htm>

So just what happens to the unsaved (the lost) when
they die since there is no Universal Reconciliation?
The Bible speaks often of death, one death in
particular, the “second death,”**. The phrase “second
death” is found only in the book of Revelation, the
first time in the letter to the church at Smyrna:
Revelation 2:11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh
shall not be hurt of the second death.
'overcometh' - A Christian doesn't have to overcome
anybody or doesn't have to overcome the devil or
temptation. All he/she has to do to is be saved
(believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and accept His free
gift of salvation) and then they will never be subject
to the second death. I, as a Christian, have that
promise when I put faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Those who live their lives in union with God in this
age will take part in the resurrection to eternal life.
1John 5:13 These things have I written unto you that
believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know
that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on
the name of the Son of God.
However, those who have rejected what God offers
those who have done evil will be resurrected to face
their Judge, and then they will be cast into the Lake
of Fire and die a second death***.
Hebrews 6:8 But that which beareth thorns and briers
[is] rejected, and [is] nigh unto cursing; whose end
[is] to be burned.
- If you don't accept the word from heaven, you
don't bring forth fruit, then your end is to be
burned.
Verse 8 then relates that the fate of such people
is to be burned. They will have died once already, yet
that first death will not satisfy the penalty for sin.
Death by old age, disease, accident, or violence does
not pay the death penalty for sin. Only a life taken in
judgment for sin satisfies the debt.
*** The Bible says, “The wages of sin is death” (Rom.
6:23). (Notice it does not say, “The wages of sin is
hell.” “For the wages of sin is death, but the free
gift of God is eonian life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
This verse clearly contrasts the “eonian life”@, which
Christians get as a reward, with the “wages of sin
(death)” and “eonian punishment” that those who don’t
come to the knowledge of Christ in this age will get.
Christians will be alive during the next two ages
while the rest of humanity will be dead during all or
most of those same two ages.
@“eonian life", G166 below, simply means “life that has
to do with an age or ages”. See section 3a for details.
God views Time in terms of ages and His plan for Man is
for the ages. 'Forever', 'Eternity' and 'Eternal' are
words that strictly apply to God. Scripture places much
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more emphasis on the ages than on eternity. The fact of
the matter is that God is working out His purpose
through the ages or eons, making the ages a major tenet
of Scripture. The good news is related to what God is
and will be doing through the ages that He made through
His Son.
Eonian life and immortality are different concepts
and, yet, are closely aligned, especially for those
that are worthy to rule and reign with Christ in this
age and the ages to come. Eonian life speaks of a
quality of life in the ages. Immortality is simply
having life that is no longer subject to death; it is
life beyond death in an immortal body.
The present-day concepts of eternal life and
eternal punishment, which are based on the
common understanding of the word eternal, are not the
best translations of the Greek and lead
to erroneous doctrines, such as endless (eternal)
punishment. They should be replaced with what are
called eonian life or life of the age(s) and eonian
chastisement. Some might wonder why trouble over this.
The answer is simple. If eternal life is about an
endless life for believers, then eternal judgment (aka
hell) for unbelievers is also endless and the lost have
no chance of ever being set free. In other words,
contrary to Scripture, they will be ruined ‘forever and
ever’.
This concept will be fully explained in this document.

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the gift of God [is] eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Note: G166, 'aionios' is correctly translated as
'eonian' (relating to the ages). Again, God views Time
in terms of ages, not 'forever', 'eternal' or
'eternity',words that currently belong only to Him.
This will be fully discussed in this document.
Note that aionion zoên, incorrectly translated
"eternal life", is knowing God the Father, and Jesus
Christ, His Son. How well do you know God, the Father and
His Son? The Bible tells us that to be carnally minded is
death. (Rom. 8:6) The Scriptures say we can grieve and
quench the Holy Spirit. They tell us our traditions can
make the word of God of none effect. (Matth. 15:6; Mark
7:13)
They
tell
us
that
the
"Kingdom
of God"
is "righteous, peace, and joy." (Rom. 14:17)
For
most
Christians
too
much
of
their
"relationship" or "knowing" God, the Father and His Son,
Jesus Christ is nothing more than memorizing the Scriptures
and believing their church traditions. "Knowing" someone
is not the same as knowing the Scriptures or church
traditions about Jesus. There is a real intimacy which we
can enter with Them even while here on Earth. This
intimacy varies with each individual,and it varies from
day to day within a believer's life.To be carnallyminded cuts off the flow of "aionion zoên." Does that
mean we have lost our place in heaven after this life? Of
course not. But the quality of our Christian life here on
earth is at jeopardy. "Righteousness, peace, and joy" as
words are nothing morethan words. But the reality of those
words when we truly abide in Him are beyond words,
nevertheless, very real. Aionion Zoên, translated by some
of the more accurate translations with "age-lasting life"
"age-during life," "life of the ages," or "eonian life"
emphasize that Jesus
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is not only interested in redeeming the lost, but those who
have been brought into the Kingdom in this dispensation,
should taste and experience some of the reality of His life
right now. It should manifest. We should be able to get to
know more and more each day the reality of Him because we
have a relationship with Him beyond words on a page in a
Bible. The mistranslation of the word aionion to "eternal"
has robbed millions of Christians of the fact that God
wants us to experience His life now. Most Christians think
of "eternal life" as something we get after we die. This
is sad, because as a result of this concept, we are not
manifesting a quality of life that we should presently be
walking in. "Righteousness" is not just being moral. His
peace far exceeds being calm during tough times. And His
joy leavesthe "happiness" the world lusts for, far
behind.
Thefruit of the Spirit unfortunately for many
Christians areempty words memorized in a Bible study. A
proper understanding of "aionion zoên" will restore to us
a key to "knowing" Jesus Christ, the Savior of the Whole
World and His Father. The reality of this "life" which He
gave us, will speak much more to the inhabitants of this
worldthan words "about" Jesus.
0)
Eon (aion) defined
What is the meaning of the term "eon?" The terms
used by Divine inspiration, which we translate "eon"
are olam in the Hebrew and aion in the Greek. Our
Greek-English Lexicons usually define these terms as
"An indefinite, long period of time; an age." With this
definition in mind, theology has made one of the hugest
blunders possible to conceive, by stretching time with
meanings such as "for ever," "evermore," "eternal,"
"everlasting," etc."
Olam Part One
For good reason, both Bullinger and Rotherham refer to the Hebrew word olam in
defining aion. According to some scholars, the Hebrews had no single word to express
endlessness or eternal. Unfortunately, in translating the Hebrew (old testament) into English,
most translators use the words forever or everlasting to translate olam in nearly 400 verses.
Without doubt, this fact alone should be cause for concern, for it misleads the reader into
thinking that scripture has much to say about eternal matters when it is primarily concerned
with temporal or time-age-related matters. To express the concept of time or ages, the
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Hebrews used the word olam, which means "to hide, keep secret, obscure." The Gesenius'
Lexicon defines olam as "what is hidden; specially hidden time, long; the beginning or end of
which is either uncertain or else not defined." A footnote in The Companion Bible states: "Heb.
olam = the ages; or the world (in relation to time). Here, put by Fig. Metonymy (of Subject) for
that which is inscrutable by man, viz, obscurity as to the past and the future ages, resulting in
man's incapacity for finding out, or comprehending the whole of what God doeth."
Linguistics: It is thought that olam was related to the verb alam which apparently meant
something like "to hide from sight". The idiomatic meaning of olam perhaps was "of long
duration, so that the beginning or end of the matter cannot be seen" (on the relatively
short and narrow human point of view). In some cases, "long-lasting" can be a fitting English
translation for olam. Not "ever-lasting", but simply long-lasting.

Meaning of Eon (Aiōn)
Webster's New World Dictionary defines eon as "an extremely long, indefinite period of
time, thousands and thousands of years."
The New Englishman's Greek-English Concordance & Lexicon (Sovereign Grace Publishers,
1982) defines eon as an age: (a) an indefinitely long period, eternity (past or future), John
6:51; 9:32; (b) a certain segment of time, an era, age (present or future), Matthew 12:32;
Mark 10:30; (c) material universe as the manifestation of the ages, i.e., the aggregate of
things contained in time.
Adlai Loudy, in his book God's Eonian Purpose (Concordant Publishing), defines the word
eon as "a period of time between two great physical and moral cataclysmic judgments of the
earth and its inhabitants. Each of these long periods of time has a beginning and is
punctuated by an end."
In Appendix 129 of The Companion Bible, Dr. E.W. Bullinger states that aiōn "may be
limited or extended as the context of each occurrence may demand. The root meaning of aiōn is
expressed by the Hebrew olam which denotes indefinite, unknown or concealed duration, just
as we speak of "the patriarchal age," or "the golden age." Hence, it has come to denote any
given period of time, characterized by a special form of Divine administration or dispensation.

0a) Death (Unconsciousness): The Perfectly Just
Punishment For Sin
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death*; but the gift
of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
“doctrinally it is aimed at saved people, not unsaved
people. …. The context of verse Romans 6:23 has been about a
Christian refusing to yield to sin and yielding himself to
God. … “Death,” in the context of chapters 5 and 6, has been
physical death as the result of sin. If not that, it has
referred to the spiritual death of the old nature in the
Christian. So the verse is talking about the results of a
Christian’s service. If a Christian serves sin, he brings
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death on himself. As I have already said, he can kill his
ability to bear fruit for Christ.”
“This verse in this context is to saved people though we
often give it to unsaved people. You have the gift of
eternal life so use it. If you don’t use it the wages of sin
is death.”
Dr. Estep
The problem with the above views differentiate the sin of
Christian and the sin of a lost person stating by sinning
the Christian is killing his ability to bear fruit for
Christ. As we will discuss later, Sin Brings Physical Death.
The end of the road for sin is always death: James 1:14-15
clearly says that “sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth
to death (thanatos).”
James 1:14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn
away of his own lust, and enticed.
James 1:15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth
forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth
death.
James 1:15 describes how temptation produces
desires that gives birth to sin; and finally, sin
brings forth death. A standing interpretation is that
James refers to the “sin unto death This is emphasized
again later in James:
James 5:20 Let him know, that he which converteth the
sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from
death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.

When Paul told the Romans that the wages of sin is
death he was not trying to confuse them. Paul knew that
the Roman people had always used the word 'Thanatos' to
simply mean death&. Knowing that, Paul told them that
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the wages of sin is Thanatos (death). He chose death
because the Romans knew what the word death meant.
“Death” (Greek: thanatos). Its counterpart in Romans
6:23 is the gift of “eonian* life” for the believer.
*As we shall show the words ‘eternal’, and
‘everlasting’ belong only to God and are always
mistranslations of the Greek word ‘aoinion’ (eonian)
when used in non-Deity contexts.

*Eonian means relating to the ages. God’s plan for Man
is in terms of ages, finite periods of time we can
relate to, ie: ‘the ice age’, ‘the industrial age’, the
‘stone age’, etc.
The 'wages of sin' will be the sinner’s loss of
life (death) at judgment time. It is their 'second
death', which ends (not preserves) their body and
soul’s living forever. Sin causes our first death and
if people are not saved, it will eventually cause their
second death.The statement, “the wages ‘of’ sin,” is a
subjective genitive and means “the wages paid by sin”.
1John 5:16 If any man see his brother sin a sin [which
is] not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him
life for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin
unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it.
Christians are not forbidden to pray and ask God
for mercy, but we must recognize that not even our
merciful God will take away a person’s freedom to
choose how he or she will live. In most cases we won’t
know if someone has reached the hardened, unrepentant
state or not. Therefore, it is okay to pray for the
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stumbling brother or sister, and then leave it up to
God to work with them.
Theologians have used Romans 6:23 to support the false
doctrine that “death” is “living forever in hell,” while
“eternal life” is “living forever in heaven”—something that
cannot be proved by this verse or any other scripture. The
dead are not off somewhere in heaven or hell, but in the
dust of the Earth—the grave—awaiting a resurrection (Daniel
12:2). The main thrust of Romans 6:23, however, is that sin
incurs not only physical death, but ultimately leads to “the
second death” (Revelation 2:11).
Revelation 2:11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not
be hurt of the second death.
“There is an implied warning that if you don’t overcome, you
will be hurt of the second death. (Use 1 John 4:4 and 1 John
5:4 and show that every Christian has already overcome.)
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Revelation Commentary ‘
Those who willfully sin by rejecting God and His
commandments after they have come to the knowledge of the
truth will suffer the second death. They will become ashes
under the soles of the feet of the righteous (Malachi 4:3).
In addition to being under the looming death penalty,
Mankind has been effectively cut off from God. Notice Isaiah
59:1-2:
Isaiah 59:1 Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that
it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear:
Isaiah 59:2 But your iniquities have separated between you
and your God, and your sins have hid [his] face from you,
that he will not hear.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the gift of God
[is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Romans 6:23 contains both bad news and good news—it is both bleak and
hopeful. In a nutshell, this verse explains that all human beings
will face one of two possible outcomes: death or eternal life. Where
a person ends up is totally dependent on his or her own decisions

In the first death, unconsciousness, “sleep”,
death, a sinner’s soul (consciousness*) going to “the
unseen” (Sheol/Hades), followed by a resurrection where
judgment is executed. If one does not posess salvation
(either earned or free) then he/she is cast into the
lake of fire, where conscious suffering is brief, is a
just punishment, which fits the crime of sin perfectly. Surely any thinking person can see that the pagan
concept of eternal (trillions upon trillions of years
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of endless torture, burning and screaming, as a
punishment would be way out of proportion with any
crime it is possible to commit in a mere 100 years (or
in many cases, much less) on this Earth. In order for
trillions of years of torture to be a just punishment,
the person being punished must have tortured others for
trillions of years.
On the other hand, death (unconsciousness*), the
inability to operate and interact with your
environment), ,
followed by resurrection, judgment and the
second death is a just – perfectly fair and reasonable –
punishment for sin.
*Death by its very Biblical definition is a lack of
experience – unconsciousness, no life, no ability to
interact with anything or anyone else in any way. This
is the normal state of human beings in death. The
normal state of human beings in death is
unconsciousness/sleep.
Ecclesiastes 9:5 For the living know that they shall
die: but the dead know not anything, neither have they
any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.
Today Christ’s sacrifice is one such payment for
sin. In past times Old Testament salvation was the
other. However, today if an individual will not allow
Christ’s blood to pay that debt, the only recourse is
for his/her life to be taken in payment for his sin. If
he/she is determined to live in opposition to God,
unconcerned about obeying God’s commands, that person
would be miserable living forever.
John 5:29 speaks of a “resurrection of
damnation.”
John 5:29 And shall come forth; they that have done
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have
done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation*.
*The word 'damnation' will be discussed more fully in
this document (See section 2a).
Paul also says there will be “a resurrection of the
dead, both of the just and the unjust” (Acts 24:15).
Acts 24:15 And have hope toward God, which they
themselves also allow, that there shall be a
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resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust.
Similarly, Daniel 12:2 mentions those who 'shall awake
to shame and everlasting contempt.'
Daniel 12:2 And many of them that sleep in the dust of
the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and
some to shame [and] everlasting contempt.
So, anyone remaining in such opposition to God
will beresurrected to physical life, judgment will be
passed,his/her body will be burned in the lake of fire
as payment of his/her debt. If he/she is even
remembered,the memory will be contemptible.
This is why the second death continues as a theme
throughout Scripture, always in the background, but
rarely mentioned. It is the final event for those who
choose to remain in opposition to God after being given
the opportunity to know Him. Paul describes this in
Hebrews 10:26 For if we sin wilfully after that we
have received the knowledge of the truth, there
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,
Hebrews 10:27 But a certain fearful looking for of
judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the
adversaries.
It is unlikely that anyone sets out to choose the
second death. Instead, it is chosen incrementally, with
all the little choices over time creating a character
that is set and unchangeable. That character will
either be intent on overcoming, on hearing Christ’s
voice, and on trusting in God, or set in opposition to
God and His law (Romans 8:7) and thus rejecting life.
The choice is ours.

1)
The lake of fire is the second death
Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving,
the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers,
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall
their part in the lake which burneth with fire
brimstone: which is the second death.
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The lake of fire will be the method of death or the method of disposal of the
physical bodies of people. The physical lake of fire will be where the physical
bodies/corpses of these people are thrown. It will be the second instance of physical dying
for these people. It will be a physical fire for physical mortal* bodies, just like the fire in
the Valley of Gehinnom** during the Millennium will be a physical fire for physical mortal
bodies (Is. 66:23-24) .
*unvivified See Section 1b2.
**Abbreviated form of Gey Ben Hinnom , ‘Valley of Ben Hinnom’, a place where children were
burned in fire in the worship of Molech (2 Kings 23: 10). Because of the association with
burning in fire the name Gehinnom (or, from the Greek, Gehenna) became the name in postbiblical Judaism (and in the New Testament) for the place of torment of the wicked after death.
Thus Gehinnom and its opposite Gan Eden are synonymous with heaven and hell..

- A Concise Companion to the Jewish Religion by Louis Jacobs

"Since the lake of fire is death for lost people who will be thrown there (“the lake
of fire is the second death”), we must assume that the Bible is not changing its
consistent definition of death&, and that after a person goes to the lake of fire, they are
not conscious and have no activity, planning, or thought.
Ecclesiastes 9:5 For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing,
neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.
There is a logical reason why Satan, the antichrist, and the false prophet will be thrown
alive” and remain conscious there, but humans, for whom the lake of fire “is...death”, will
not.)"

&The Bible is, of course, the authority on the death
and the afterlife "The Biblical view of death, therefore, is a perfect
cessation of all the powers and faculties of mind and
body*, as they have been exercised in a living material
organism or body, when ‘the dust shall return to the
earth as it was; and the spirit’, that is the breath or
life of all men (good or bad), shall return unto God
who gave it’, Eccl. xii. 7.
- George Waller, The Biblical View of the Soul, Longmans, Green and Co., London,
New York and Bombaim, 1904.
Ecclesiastes 12:7 Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall
return unto God who gave it.
"The lake of fire is not “hell”, it will be the same physical fire in Gehenna in
Jerusalem that Jesus referred to when He quoted Isaiah 66:23-24. The lake of fire
referred to in Revelation 20:14-15 will be a physical fire where temporarily resurrected
physical people in physical bodies (Rev. 20:5, 13, Gen. 2:7) will be thrown to die (as a
method of disposal of these bodies). We know this for certain for two reasons. First, a
“living soul” (Gen. 2:7) or a living, conscious human being is described in Scripture
(Genesis 2:7) is the combination of a spirit with a physical body producing
consciousness/life and this is what we see happening in Revelation 20:5 and 20:13.
There is not a single instance in Scripture of a human being described as being alive or
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conscious apart from a physical body, nor is there a single instance in Scripture of a
human being described as dead remaining conscious as their normal state. This tells us
that when these people “come to life” and then die a “second death” a while later, the
life being spoken of is what we would call physical life and the death being spoken of is
what we would call physical death (the Bible makes it clear causes the person to
become unconscious).The second reason we know the “lake of fire” will be a physical
fire that destroys physical bodies is that it can be easily proven that the “lake of fire” is
the same fire as the physical fire in Gehenna to which Jesus referred when quoting
Isaiah 66:23-24. Revelation 19:20 tells us that at the very end of this current age (at the
transition into the next age, the Millennium), the antichrist and false prophet will be
thrown into the lake of fire. So the lake of fire will exist at the beginning of Jesus’
Millennium reign over the Earth. This matches up perfectly with Jesus’ comments about
the physical fire in Gehenna in Jerusalem that will burn at the beginning of the
Millennium. When He talked about the fire in Gehenna in Jerusalem, He quoted Isaiah
66:23-24, which clearly is a prophecy about the Millennial reign of Christ on Earth (and
the transition to it from this current age), when Jesus will kill evil people (particularly
those who were previously ruling the world corruptly) and throw their “corpses” (dead
physical bodies) into a physical fire with “all flesh” (all physical humanity) watching. So it
appears that the “lake of fire” will be the exact same fire in Gehenna in Jerusalem to
which Jesus referred when He quoted Isaiah’s prophecy about a physical fire at the
beginning of the Millennium. We have further confirmation of this. Revelation 20:10 tells
us that the lake of fire lasts “for the ages of the ages”. This means that it will burn during
the Millennium and the New Jerusalem age (Revelation 21-22). We know that the
physical fire in Gehenna (Is. 66:23-24, Mk. 9:47-48) will definitely burn during the
Millennium, for Jesus also called it “eonian fire” ” (Matthew 25:41 G166 below).
- ‘Hell is a mistranslation’ by John Lilley

Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:

'eonian fire' - a fire that pertains to or lasts for
an age or ages - also see Matthew 18:8 and 25:41. The
term “eonian fire” could refer to the New Jerusalem age
(Rev 20-21) in addition to the Millennium; the term
“eonian” does not specify whether it is referring to
one age or more than one age.
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Eonian life (See Matthew 25:46 graphic below) is a
spot in the kingdom of God, life in the next two ages
on earth (Rom. 6:23, Rev. 20:6, Rev. 21-22). Those who
believe in this age will be permanently saved from
death after those two ages of life on Earth (Rev 20-21),
at the consummation of God’s plan (1 Cor. 15:22-28).
Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal

'everlasting punishment' → 'chastening eonian'
We will show eonian to mean age-long.
CHASTENING, noun Correction; punishment for the purpose of reclaiming

- Webster's Dictionary 1828

The term “spiritual death”* is not ever used or
spoken of in Scripture. There is nothing in the Bible
about “spiritual death” as an actual reality,
especially not in reference to any such concept as
remaining conscious in death."
*Note: We recognize the reality of spiritual death,
however it must be differentiated from the Bible's
definition of death, which is always physical death.
Spiritual death is distinct from physical death and
the second death. Spiritual death is when a person is
alive physically, but dead spiritually. All of us are
born spiritually dead, separated from God. Spiritual
death became a reality for humanity after the Fall of
Adam and Eve. Those who have faith in Jesus Christ are
thereafter made spiritually alive. The unbeliever's
physical death, subsequent resurrection and final
judgment is followed by the second death. To be rescued
from spiritual death we need only recognize our sinful
state and call on Jesus Christ, who is capable to save.
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Again, there is no such term as “spiritual death”
in Scripture. All death in Scripture is what we would
call physical death. The person is said to be dead.
Some claim God’s statement in Genesis to Adam that if
he ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil he
would die refers to “spiritual death”, but there is no
proof of that; the moment Adam ate the fruit of that
tree the process of physical death began in his
previously immortal body. The apostle Paul used the
term “this body of death” in Romans 7:24 and made it
clear it was “the members” of his physical body that
caused him to struggle with sin, and used physical
death as an analogy to help us understand spiritual
problems, but he never used the term “spiritual death”
or referred to spiritual death as a reality. The Greeks
tended to blame "the physical" for spiritual problems.
Paul does not view the spiritual conflict in these
terms. He personified sin and used Mankind's rebellion
against God's Law as the opportunity for evil's
invasion of human nature. The term "flesh" in Paul's
writings can mean (1) the physical body which is
morally neutral and (2) the fallen sin nature inherited
from Adam There is nothing in the Bible about
“spiritual death” as an actual reality, especially not
in reference to any such concept as remaining conscious
in death.
"So when Revelation 20:14 says, “the lake of fire
is the second death”, it means that when you go there,
after being resurrected for judgment, you die a second
time. We must use the Bible’s clear definition of death
rather than the concept of “spiritual death” which is a
term never used in Scripture and a concept never spoken
of as a reality in Scripture. Paul only used physical
death as an analogy to speak about spiritual problems;
he did not ever use the term “spiritual death” or speak
of it as a reality).
"In Scripture, when a person in a physical body, with a soul, and a spirit, dies,
their body goes into the ground, their spirit returns to God, and they cease to be
conscious. The Biblical definition of death is found in Ecclesiastes 9:5
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Ecclesiastes 9:5 For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing,
neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.
– “the dead know not any thing” In this and in many other Scriptures; death is
shown to be unconsciousness. So when these people are thrown in the lake of fire they
will die. They will become unconscious. Their souls (consciousness) will go to
Sheol/Hades/the unseen, where there is silence and no activity or knowledge whatsoever,
because obviously dead people have no means – a body connected to a spirit (Gen. 2:7)
– with which to interact with their surroundings anymore. There is no biblical indication in
Revelation 20:14 that we should change the simple definition of death which it uses in the
rest of its sixty six books.
The “lake of fire” will be the exact same fire in Gehenna in Jerusalem to which
Jesus referred when He quoted Isaiah’s prophecy about a physical fire at the beginning
of the Millennium. We have further confirmation of this. Revelation 20:10 tells us that
the lake of fire lasts “for the ages of the ages”.
Revelation 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and
brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet [are], and shall be tormented day and
night for ever and ever.

"Behind aiōn lies olam (if we confine ourselves to the Hebrew forms), and
behind various constructions of aiōn lie corresponding constructions of olam. For
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instance, εἰς τὸν αἰῶνα (eis ton aiōna)—often translated as “forever” but literally
meaning “unto the age” or “until the age” or “into the age” or “throughout the age”—
is the equivalent of le-olam or ad-olam (“unto the age” or “until the age”). The
phrase εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων (eis tous aiōnas tōn aiōnōn) (ABOVE)—often
translated as “forever and ever” or something similar, but literally meaning “unto the
ages of the ages”—and the related ὁ αἰὼν τῶν αἰώνων ( o aiōn tōn aiōnōn), “the age of
the ages,” represent something like the Hebrew le-olam va-ed (“unto an age and
beyond”) or le-olamei-olamim (“unto Jesus of Nazareth, as presented in the Gospels,
h

was a first-century Galileans who spoke Aramaic and could read Hebrew (if he could
speak any koinē Greek [Koine is the fairly uniform Hellenistic Greek], he certainly did
not do so when teaching his disciples or preaching to the multitudes in Galilee and
Judaea); and, if the sayings attributed to him in the Gospels are indeed faithful
transpositions of his words into Greek equivalents, then there can be no doubt that the
words aiōn and aiōnios correspond to various forms and uses of the Hebrew olam or
the Aramaic alma, both of which most literally mean something at an immense distance,
on the far horizon, hidden from view, and which are usually used to mean “age,” or
“period of long duration,” or a time hidden in the depths of the far past or far future, or a
“world” or “dispensation,” or even “eternity,” and so on; but it can also mean simply an
extended period, and not necessarily a particularly long one, with a natural term.
Moreover, the Septuagint—which, in its various forms, was the Bible for much of the
early church, and which provides nine-tenths of all the quotations from Hebrew scripture
found in the New Testament—serves as something of a guide to how various
expressions of the Jewish concept olam or alma were typically rendered in Greek (for
instance, in Deuteronomy 15:17 olam is used to indicate the period of the life of a slave,
and in the Septuagint version of that passage is rendered as aiōn). There really is no
word in Hebrew that naturally means “eternity,” either temporal or atemporal, or any
word that naturally means “forever”; the claim occasionally made by champions of the
received view—that both aiōn and olam in Scripture mean “eternal” typically rather than
defectively—is not merely logically impossible to verify, but simply false. There are,
however, metaphoric, circumlocutory, or hyperbolic words and phrases that convey the
idea of an extremely long period, which may even be endless in duration (but which,
then again, may not be); and these locutions are recognizable just below the surface of
certain standard Greek phrases in the Septuagint and the New Testament. Behind aiōn
lies olam (if we confine ourselves to the Hebrew forms), and behind various
constructions of aiōn lie corresponding constructions of olam. For instance, εἰς τὸν
αἰῶνα (eis ton aiōna)—often translated as “forever” but literally meaning “unto the age”
or “until the age” or “into the age” or “throughout the age”—is the equivalent of le-olam
or ad-olam (“unto the age” or “until the age”). The phrase εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων
(eis tous aiōnas tōn aiōnōn)—often translated as “forever and ever” or something similar,
but literally meaning “unto the ages of the ages”—and the related ὁ αἰὼν τῶν αἰώνων
(ho aiōn tōn aiōnōn), “the age of the ages,” represent something like the Hebrew leolam va-ed (“unto an age and beyond”) or le-olamei-olamim (“unto ages of ages”). More
important here, however, the age to which many uses of both aiōn and aiōnios refer is
clearly the olam ha-ba, “the Age to come”: the age or world of God that is coming to this
earth, the Age of the Kingdom or of that reality now hidden in God. In the Greek of the
47

New Testament, this is often rendered as ὁ αἰὼν ἐρχόμενος (ho aiōn erchomenos), “the
coming age,” or ὁ μέλλων αἰών (ho mellōn aiōn), “the age about to come,” or, more
simply and mysteriously, ἐκεῖνος αἰών (ekeinos aiōn), “that age.” And that coming age
must be distinguished from the olam ha-zeh, “this present age,” which in Greek is οὗτος
καιρός (houtos kairos) or οὗτος αἰών (houtos aiōn), “this time” or “this age”; or ἐνεστὼς
καιρός (enestōs kairos) or ἐνεστὼς αἰών (enestōs aiōn), “the present time” or “the
present age”; or ὁ νῦν αἰών (ho nyn aiōn), “the age now.” It is almost certainly the case
that in the New Testament, and especially in the teachings of Jesus, the adjective
aiōnios is the equivalent of something like the phrase le-olam, but also the case that it
cannot be neatly discriminated from the language of the olam ha-ba without losing
something of the theological depth and religious significance it possessed in the time of
Christ. New Testament scholars as theologically diverse as Marcus Borg and N. T.
Wright have suggested that translators might do well in many or most instances to
render aiōnios as “of the age to come"
<THE NEW TESTAMENT A TRANSLATION David Bentley Hart>

This means that it will burn during the Millennium and the New Jerusalem age
(Rev 20-21). We know that the physical fire in Gehenna (Is. 66:23-24, Mk. 9:47-48) will
definitely burn during the Millennium, for Jesus also called it “eonian fire” (fire that
pertains to or lasts for an age or ages). The term “eonian fire” could refer to the New
Jerusalem age in addition to the Millennium; the term “eonian” does not specify whether
it is referring to one age or more than one age.
So when Revelation 20:14 says, “the lake of fire is the second death”, it means that
when you go there, you die a second time, after being resurrected for judgment. We
must use the Bible’s clear definition of death rather than inventing our own or inventing
the concept of “spiritual death” which is a term never used in Scripture and a concept
never spoken of as a reality in Scripture (Paul only used physical death as an analogy
to speak about spiritual problems; he did not ever use the term “spiritual death” or speak
of it as a reality)."
Conclusions
The lake of fire will be a physical fire on Earth that destroys the corpses of dead people.
(Just like the fire in Gehenna in Jerusalem that will destroy corpses at the beginning of the
Millennium, referred to by Jesus when quoting Isaiah 66:23-24.) Neither “hades” nor “the lake
of fire” is “hell”. Since the lake of fire is death for the people that will be thrown there (“the lake
of fire is the second death”), we must assume that the Bible is not changing its consistent
definition of death, and that after a person goes to the lake of fire, they are not conscious and
have no activity, planning, or thought. The notion that the lake of fire is “hell” or a place of
suffering for fully human people is not found anywhere in Scripture.
Many hear “the lake of fire”, and they think “hell” or “eternal burning”. They assume it is
where God will enforce “eternal punishment”. They don’t notice that the lake of fire passage in
Revelation 20:14-15 says nothing about it lasting forever. And they never think about the fact
that one of the words sometimes mistranslated as “hell” (“hades”/“the unseen”/“sheol”) is
described as being thrown into a different place, which they treat as if it’s the same place– the
lake of fire, resulting in confusion.
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Like the fire in the Valley of Gehinnom at the beginning of Jesus’ 1,000-year earthly
reign, the “lake” of fire will be a physical fire where physical bodies will be destroyed. The
people whose bodies will be destroyed in this fire will either be killed before their bodies go into
the fire, or they will die instantly (or when thrown into it, experiencing a brief moment of pain
before they die (or whatever period of time God, in His own

“mysterious way” that is impossible for us to
understand, judges. God, like a wise human judge judges
fairly and wisely in each individual case, that one has
earned “according to their works*” – and then the
death that follows is an additional lesson. God is
truly fair and just.
* Revelation 20:12 And I saw the dead, small and great,
stand before God; and the books were opened: and
another book was opened, which is [the book] of life:
and the dead were judged out of those things which were
written in the books, according to their works.
Revelation 20:13 And the sea gave up the dead which
were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead
which were in them: and they were judged every man
according to their works.
Repetition of words and phrases is one way the
Bible emphasizes things.
Human judges will not sentence people to torture
because it is unethical – so why would God act
according to a completely different sense of justice
and ethics than that which He built into humanity? It
is clear in Scripture that all the instances of God’s
wrath, “eonian punishment”, judgment, etc. have to do
with and occur during the five ages** before the
consummation of God’s plan, and have nothing to do with
eternity. God didn’t bring people into existence to be
mad at them forever Micah 7:18 Who [is] a God like unto thee, that
pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of
the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger
for ever, because he delighteth [in] mercy.
** We will define the ages and God's plan for the ages
later in this document.
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1a) What is the popular notion of Hell* that
mainstream Christianity promotes?**
*This document will prove that the word 'hell' is not
in the King James Bible (See section '1a1' below.
**See also the discussion of 'Hel' (sp) (Isaiah 14:15 taken from the actual King James Bible AV 1611).
1a.5) ANCIENT PAGAN'S DESCRIPTION OF THE HEATHEN HELL
"Among the ancient pagans, the belief in a hell of
some sort was very general, if not universal. It was
known by various names, as Orcus, Erebus, Tartarus, and
Infernus or Inferna, whence our expression “infernal
regions,”. The views current respecting it were
different at different periods, and among different
nations, according to the degree of civilization, and
the genius of the people. What I shall offer on this
point will have respect mostly to the Romans, Greeks,
and Egyptians.
1. Its Location. It was supposed to be as far below the
earth (or as deep down in it), as the heavens are above
it. Hesiod, the Greek poet, who lived 850 B.C., is very
precise in his statement, and says a mass of iron would
be nine days falling from heaven to earth, and nine
more in falling from earth to hell. So say Apollodorus,
Virgil, and others. 1
2. The Inhabitants. Some idea of the natives of the
country, may be gathered from the following description,
taken from the Aeneid of Virgil, B. vi:
“At Hell’s dread mouth a thousand monsters wait; –
Grief weeps, and Vengeance bellows in the gate; Base
Want, low Fear, and Famine’s lawless rage. And pale
Disease, and slow, repining Age: Fierce, formidable
Fiends the portals keep, With Pain, Toil, Death, and
Death’s half-brother Sleep. There Joys, embittered by
Remorse, appear, Daughters of Guilt; here storms
destructive War. Mad Discord there her snaky tresses
tore; Here stretched on iron beds the Furies roar; And
close by Lerna’s hissing monster stands Briareus
dreadful with a hundred hands; There stern Geryon raged;
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and all around Fierce Harpies screamed, and direful
Gorgons frowned.”
- Pitt’s Aeneid, vi 385, &c.
The gate of Hell was guarded by the dog Cerberus,
of three heads (Hesiod says fifty), who prevented all
egress from the infernal regions. Once in, there was no
escape. To make it still more sure, the horrid prison
of hell was surrounded by a river of fire, called
Phlegethon; within which was another security in the
shape of a triple wall. Hence Virgil says:
“Here rolls the roaring, flaming tide of hell, And
thundering rocks the fiery torrent swell.”
3. Of the Punishments. Virgil gives us a brief account
of these in the book already quoted from:
“And now wild shouts, and wailings dire, And shrieking
infants swell the dreadful choir.”
Here sits in bloody robes the Fury fell, By night and
day to watch the gates of hell. Here you begin terrific
groans to hear, And sounding lashes rise upon the ear.
On every side the damned their fetters grate, And curse,
‘mid clanking chains, their wretched fate.”
A few examples of individual torments will better
illustrate the subject, and reveal at the same time how
inherent in them is the idea of perpetual duration.
Ixion, for a certain monstrous sin, is bound to a wheel
of fire, which is ever in continual motion, in swift
revolution of torment. Tantalus, for having attempted
to deceive some of the gods who visited him, by placing
roasted human flesh before them, was tortured with
endless hunger and thirst. He was placed in a lake up
to his chin in the water, and over his head bent the
branches of a tree loaded with the most delicious and
inviting fruit. Agonizing with hunger and thirst, he
stretched out his hand to seize the fruit, when it was
instantly withdrawn just above his reach; he stooped to
drink of the cooling waters, and immediately they sank
away, and no drop touched his lips; but they rose again
to his chin, when he rose. [From this comes our word
“tantalize.”
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The fifty Daughters of Danaus, or rather forty-nine,
for murdering their husbands on the night of marriage,
were condemned to fill a leaky tub with water drawn
from a deep well with a sieve. Of course, there was no
end to such a task. Sisyphus was condemned to roll a
huge stone to the summit of a high hill in hell, but
always, just before he reached the top, his strength
failed, and it rushed down again to the bottom of the
steep, and compelled him to begin his labors again,
always to end in the same way. Another miserable wretch
had a mighty rock suspended over his head, threatening
every instant to fall and crush him. Tityrus, for his
crimes, was chained to a rock, while a vulture fed upon
his heart and entrails, which were ever renewed as fast
as devoured.
These examples are sufficient to illustrate the
doctrines and teachings of the heathen respecting
future punishments and they show, more graphically than
any words could do it, how essential to their
completeness is the element of perpetuity, of
endlessness. There can be no doubt in respect to their
belief in the torments of the wicked after death, or of
their opinion respecting the duration of them.
The fact, then, being established, that the dogma is
thoroughly heathen in its character and developments,
this question presents itself: Where did the heathen
get it? Whence came their fables respecting the
infernal regions?"
<Thomas Thayer: The Origin and History of the Doctrine of Endless Punishment
https://www.mercyuponall.org/pdfs-click-to-download/294-2/>

Mainstream Christianity's belief
"If a person dies in unrepented sins, then their fate
is a never-ending agony, with physical tortures, the
most terrifying that can be imagined; so that when we
think of the future of the human race, we must conceive
of ‘a vast and burning prison, in which the lost souls
of millions and millions writhe and shriek for ever,
tormented in a flame that will never be quenched.’"
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This is outside any kind of justice we are aware of.
It makes the character of the Father as a cruel
fiendish tyrant God. The Lord Jesus Christ died on the
Cross in the most excruciating physical pain that one
could imagine, but it was for a finite time and this
was for the sins of Mankind. Now according to this
hideous doctrine, we will suffer the most excruciating
pain for our own sins forever and ever and ever e.g.
infinite time.
<http://www.biblemaths.com/pdf_olethros.pdf>

1a1) Every instance of the word 'hell' in the King
James Bible is mistranslated from one of four different
words. These words are: one Hebrew word 'Sheol' and
three Greek words 'Hades', 'Tartarus' and 'Gehenna'.*
These words do not mean hell. Consider that
(1) hell is not a translation of the word Gehenna, but
a substitution,
(2) Gehenna should never have been translated at all
(since it is a proper noun, like Jerusalem or Ephesus),
and
(3) the popular concept of hell as a place of endless
punishment has no scriptural basis whatsoever.
*This is possibly true of some of the popular Bible versions,
although we didn't deal with a Bible other than the King James
Bible in putting together this document. (See chart of the
number of times the word 'hell' appears in different Bible
versions later in this document and a more complete chart in the
Appendix.) Some Bible versions do not even contain the word
'hell' one single time!

The warning of the 1611 KJV translators*
*This topic will be discussed again later in this document. (my + their highlighting)

"Many

of the marginal notes reveal thousands of instances
in which the KJV translators were forced to interpret as part of
their translation work.
In consequence of the royal commands the translators of the
AV tended to be too complaisant and compliant to the king, hence
they rendered such words as Hades and Gehenna wrongly as hell,
aion and aionios improperly as world, eternal, everlasting.*
*The Greek word 'aion' (age) and its various forms will be discussed later in this document.
This work was done at a time when the exercise of genuine
scholarship was difficult, if not impossible, and thus, their
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theological bias impelled the translators to incorporate into
their version words which have no warrant in the Greek, hence no
counterpart in the thought and truth of the Original.
The English Revisers were under a similar handicap and, as
has been said by others, the true translation is not to be found
in the text but in the margin. Much more could be said in this
vein, and said in sorrow and not in spite, since good men
succumbed to pressure, thus producing a work below their
abilities. The RV is a vast improvement over the AV, yet not as
good as the text and the translators could have made it. It has
been well said that 'the Greek can draw a clear line where other
languages can only make a blot.'
We are particularly perturbed at the treatment by the AV
and RV of the key words aion and aionion, or eon and eonian. The
margin of the AV and RV admit age is mistranslated as world:

There are so many biblical statements that become clear when one grasps
the truth of the ages. "Many are called, but few are chosen," applies to the kingdom
age and calling. There seems to be a conflict between the statement in Joel 3:10,.
Micah was a contemporary of Isaiah and both prophets warned of the destruction
of the northern and southern kingdoms of Israel and Judah. But both also
prophesied of the time of the Messiah, when, "nations will hammer their swords
into ploughshares and will fashion their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not
lift up sword against nation, and never again will they train for war. Joel surely
knows this earlier prophecy, but he turns it upside down. He says that a time is
coming when instruments of agriculture will be turned back into weapons of war.
This is an interesting example of how sometimes the biblical prophet takes what
had been understood as a positive word of hope and turns it around into a negative
meaning. (Amos does this several times.). "Beat your plowshares into swords, and
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your pruninghooks into spears," and the statements in Isaiah 2:4 and Micah 4:3
where the swords are to be beaten into plowshares, and the spears into
pruninghooks. But when one sees that the first statement applies to one age, and
the other statements apply to another age, there is no conflict.
When Jesus was talking about the so-called "unpardonable sin," He said,
Matthew 12:32 And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall
be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be
forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the [world] to come.

The Scofield Bible translates "age" in the margin
instead of "world", following the Greek, just as the
American Standard does, and that makes sense. He will
not be forgiven in this age, nor in the Millennium; he
will carry his sin still unforgiven into the coming
age.]
If, however, if aion also means "world," why should the
plural be rendered "forever," and the adjective "everlasting"?
It is surely manifest that any word should carry substantially
the same central significance in all of its modifications. Why
render the noun "world" in the text and age in the margin? Why
render "forever and ever" in the text and age of ages in the
margin? Why render the adjective "eternal" and "everlasting"? Is
this a faithful translation, or is it theological proclivity? A
word that can mean anything means nothing.
One particular error that is indefensible is the phrase
"forever and ever." If "forever" means endlessly, the addition
of "and ever" is tautological and meaningless. If, however,
"forever" does not carry that connotation, then the additional
"and ever" cannot impart such a meaning. This rendering is a
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theological contrivance which is defendable neither on
linguistic nor philological grounds. Since the phrase contains
two plural nouns, it should be translated ages of ages, or eons
of eons.
We shall consult the Scriptures of the New Testament for
the occurrences of eon, singular and plural, and by a careful
canvass of the context be enabled to categorize as follows: what
was said to be before the eons, what is said as to the making of
the eons, what should be the bare minimum number of them to
square with what is said of them, what their relationship is to
the word world, what is said as to their consummation and
conclusion, and how endlessness is set forth in His Word. Our
assignment is one which only God Himself can carry out: how to
pull down reasonings without pulling down the reasoner (2
Cor.10:4,5).
OBJECTORS SHOULD DEFINE THEIR
DISCORDANT TERMINOLOGY
If there are those who would inveigh against our attempt to
expose what objectors claim are "assured results," "sacrosanct
deductions," or at best "innocent archaisms," we respectfully
dissent. We would rather encourage those who fear God more than
man to give themselves to this task of grasping God's tremendous
truth enshrined within the words under study, exactly as given
by Him and as meant by His usage of them.
When we have finished our study, we shall find ourselves
able to believe and to explain these words. Hence we feel it is
incumbent upon the objectors to explain: What do the following
inspired expressions found in the Original mean?
The end of the eon (Matt.24:3)
The ends of the eons (1 Cor.10:11)
The end of the eons (Heb.9:26)
The eon of the eons (Eph.3:21)
The eons of the eons (Rev.11:15)
The renderings "forever" and "forever and ever" do not
illuminate the meaning of these words. Instead, they obfuscate
and becloud the inspired meaning of the terms. Scholars of
Hebrew and Greek should know that there is no word in these
languages to correspond to our word "eternal." The terms "for
ever," "eternal," etc., are commonly used among us to mean
"absolutely unending." But this cannot be the case in the
following AV renderings: Jonah was in the sea for ever (three
days) 2:6; a slave serves for ever (his lifetime) Exodus 21:6;
the Temple stands for ever (400 years) 1 Kings 9:3.
Examples of Scripture usage, but theological rendering, are
too many to list. But these may suffice and serve to set the
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stage for the needed extensive study of this crucial key word.
The adjective eonian is derived from the noun eon. As the noun
eon denotes an age of limited duration, so the adjective eonian
must mean a limited period corresponding to it."
<

http://www.heavendwellers.com/hd_eons_and_worlds.htm>

Every instance of the word 'hell' in the
King James Bible is mistranslated from one
of four different words
As shown below, every instance of the word 'hell'
in the KJB is mistranslated from one of four different
words. These words are: one Hebrew word Sheol and three
Greek words Hades, Gehenna and Tartarus. These words do
not mean hell. There are only a handful of verses in
the New Testament that discuss a place called 'hell'
and all but one are mistranslations of Hades and
Gehenna. That one is Tartarus, which is for fallen
angels (angels have no soul) awaiting judgment and is
therefore not eternal. Thus, this 'hell' is obviously
not a place for eternal suffering of human beings.
Again, if the Jews, who are experts in their own
Hebrew language, do not include hell in their Bibles,
then this further confirms that there is not a single
word that means hell in the Hebrew Manuscripts of the
Old Testament.
Both words 'Hades' and 'Gehenna' are translated
interchangeably as 'hell' (as well as other things like
the depths or the grave) in many English translations
of the Bible.
However, in looking at the original language,
there is a clear distinction between Hades (a temporary
place of punishment while unbelievers await judgment)
and Gehenna (a place of punishment for unbelievers who
have already been judged).
Gehenna, a word mistranslated as hell in the New
Testament, is rooted in an Old Testament location. It
is generally regarded as derived from a valley nearby
Jerusalem that originally belonged to a man named
Hinnom. Scholars say the word is a transliteration of
57

the Valley of the Sons of Hinnom, a valley that had a
long history in the Old Testament, all of it bad. Hence,
Gehenna is a proper name like the Rio Grande Valley of
Texas and New Mexico. This being true, the word should
never have been translated “hell,” for as we’ll see,
the two words have nothing in common. One may ask
whether or not Gehenna ever needed translating at all.
It is the proper name of a location in Israel.
When interpreting the Bible, or any other writing,
for that matter, one of the fundamental rules is that
we take a passage in its most literal sense unless
something in the context forces us to interpret it
otherwise. Thus, we should take any expression as
literal or at face value, unless the evident meaning
forbids it. By evidently forbidden, we mean there’s
evidence that forbids the idea that it should be taken
literally. By evidence, we mean things like the correct
definition of a word or something in the context or
other verses that demonstrate that it is not to be
taken literally. Applying this rule to the present case,
is there evidence that forces us to think that Gehenna
is anything other than the valley just outside
Jerusalem? What is the evidence that Jesus’ language
cannot mean that?” In the absence of such evidence,
Jesus simply warned the Jews in the region of Jerusalem,
that unless they repented, their city was imminently to
be destroyed. Is there anything in the context that
forced them to think that Gehenna doesn’t mean exactly
what it says, i.e., a physical, literal location just
outside Jerusalem? Why then is Gehenna mistranslated as
'hell'?
Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary says:
"Hell [ME, fr. OE; akin to OE helan to conceal, OHG
hella, hell, to conceal, ON hel] heathen realm of the
dead, Goth halja hell, L celare to hide, conceal, Gk
kalyptein to cover, conceal, Skt sarana screening,
protecting, basic meaning: concealing." (Webster’s
Third New International Dictionary of the English
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Language Unabridged, editor Philip Babcock Gove, Ph.D.
[Springfield, MA: Merriam-Webster Inc., 1993], p. 1051.)
Webster agrees that the Old English origin of the
word 'hell' means “cover.” This word had nothing to do
with a place of punishment or eternal torment. Those
connotations came much later, just in time, we might
say, to be corrupted by Roman Catholicism into its
present form. To translate “Gehenna” (which didn’t
contain any meaning of eternal torment or punishment),
with the word “hell” (which also didn’t contain any
meaning of eternal torment or punishment) isn’t a
translation at all, but a substitution of a Man-made
doctrine into a word convenient to be corrupted.
Dr. Thayer significantly remarks:
“The Savior and James are the only persons in all the
New Testament who use the word [Gehenna]. John the
Baptist, who preached to the most wicked of men, did
not use it once. Paul, wrote 14 epistles, and yet never
once mentions it. Peter does not name it, nor Jude; and
John, who wrote the gospel, three epistles, and the
Book of Revelation, never employs it in a single
instance. Now if Gehenna or ‘Hell’ really reveals the
terrible fact of endless woe, how can we account for
this strange silence? How is it possible, if they knew
its meaning, and believed it a part of Christ's
teaching, that they should not have used it a hundred
or a thousand times, instead of never using it at all;
especially when we consider the infinite interests
involved? The Book of Acts contains the record of the
apostolic preaching, and the history of the first
planting of the church among the Jews and Gentiles, and
embraces a period of thirty years from the ascension of
Christ. In all this history, in all this preaching of
the apostles of Jesus, there is no mention of Gehenna.
Not only does Acts not record any of the teaching on
hell that we've just seen samples of, it doesn't even
mention the word! The gospel being preached in Acts
didn't contain such a concept at all, but it did carry
a lot of preaching to Jews about the inescapable fiery
59

judgment that was coming upon them if they didn't
repent. In thirty years of missionary effort, these men
of God, addressing people of all characters and nations,
never, under any circumstances, threaten them with the
torments of Gehenna, or allude to it in the most
distant manner. In the face of such a fact as this, can
any person believe that Gehenna signifies endless
punishment, and that this is a part of Divine
revelation, a part of the gospel message to the world?
These considerations show how impossible it is to
establish the doctrine in review on the word Gehenna.
All the facts are against the supposition that the term
was used by Christ or his disciples in the sense of
endless punishment. There is not the least hint of any
such meaning attached to it, nor the slightest
preparatory notice that any such new revelation was to
be looked for in this old familiar word."
- "A Long, But Not Eternal Visit To "Hell"
<https://www.tentmaker.org/books/asw/Chapter14.html>
However,
The word 'hell' is NOT in the King James Bible
Scripture below taken from King James Bible is
compared with 'The Complete Jewish Bible'. The Complete
Jewish Bible is the only English version of the Bible
fully Jewish in style and presentation that includes
both the Tanakh ("Old Testament") and the B'rit
Hadashah ("New Testament"). (Irregular spacing of
verses is due to difficulties with our editor program.)
Note: The Complete Jewish Bible translates ( שׁאוֹלsheol) as Sh'ol.
So  = שׁאוֹלSh-ol not shee-ol. Every instance of the word 'hell' in
the entire Bible (OT + NT) is covered below.
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Wherever the word 'hell' appears in the King James
Bible all but one instance are mistranslations of Sheol,
Hades and Gehenna. The one instance is Tartarus, which
is for fallen angels (angels have no soul) awaiting
judgment and is therefore not eternal. Thus, this
'hell' is obviously not a place for eternal suffering
of human beings.
The Doctrine of Hell is such an infinitely extreme
and dreadfully fearful doctrine with respect to the
fate of unbelievers, who are the vast majority of
humanity, that surely God would have inspired clear,
unambiguous statements about it in the Bible if it were
true.
Also, one would expect Bible translators, experts
in the Hebrew and Greek languages, to be in complete
agreement about how many times the word ‘hell’ occurs
in the Bible. But the shocking fact is that the
opposite is true.
The number of times the word ‘Hell’ occurs in the
following Bible Versions:
Year
AD

BIBLE VERSION

OT

NT

Total

400

The Latin Vulgate

86

24

110

1611

King James Version

31

23

54

1884

Hanson’s New Covenant

n/a

0

0

1891

Young’s Literal Translation

0

0

0

1900

Twentieth Century New Testament

n/a

0

0

1901

American Standard Version

0

13

13

1902

Rotherham’s Emphasized Bible

0

0

0

1903

Weymouth’s New Testament

n/a

0

0
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1917

Jewish Publication Society
Bible OT

0

n/a

0

1942

Emphatic Diaglott Greek/English
Int.

n/a

0

0

1952

Revised Standard Version

0

17

17

1976

Restoration of Original Sacred
Name

0

0

0

1978

New International Version

0

14

14

1982

New King James Version

19

13

32

1983

Concordant Literal NT

n/a

0

0

1998

Tanakh/The Complete Jewish
Bible

0

n/a

0

2004

Holman Christian Standard Bible

0

12

12

Note that the Latin Vulgate mentions hell 110
times, which is the highest number of times the word
hell occurs when compared to all of the other Bible
versions. All of the popular Bible versions like the
King James Version (KJV), the American Standard Version
(ASV), the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), the New
International Version (NIV) and the New King James
Version (NKJV) do not agree with the Latin Vulgate, nor
even between themselves, as to the number of times the
word hell appears in the Bible. Only in the Latin
Vulgate, the KJV and the NKJV does the word hell appear
in the Old Testament of the Bible, but even these
versions have wide disagreements on the number of times
hell occurs in the Old Testament. The Latin Vulgate
mentions hell 86 times, whereas the KJV mentions hell
31 times and the NKJV mentions hell only 19 times in
the Old Testament. All versions of the Bible except for
these three, the Latin Vulgate, the KJV and the
NKJV, reject any notion of hell occurring in the
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original Hebrew Manuscripts of the Old Testament. Also,
please especially note from the comparison table that
the translators of the Jewish Publication Society Bible
and the Tanakh/The Complete Jewish Bible disagree with
the Latin Vulgate, the KJV and the NKJV by making no
mention of hell whatsoever in their Bibles. If the Jews,
who are experts in their own Hebrew language, do not
include hell in their Bibles, then this further
confirms that there is not a single word that means
hell in the Hebrew Manuscripts of the Old Testament.
There are also several Bible versions that reject any
notion of hell occurring in the Greek Manuscripts of
the New Testament. Among others, these versions include
Young’s Literal Translation, Rotherham’s Emphasized
Bible and the Emphatic Diaglott Greek/English
Interlinear Bible.
The truth of the matter is that there is not one
single word in the Hebrew or the Greek Manuscripts of
the Bible that means 'hell', as we will prove.
Again, if the Jews, who are experts in their own
Hebrew language, do not include 'hell' in their Bibles,
then this further confirms that there is not a single
word that means hell in the Hebrew Manuscripts of the
Old Testament.
Both words 'Hades' and 'Gehenna' are translated
interchangeably as 'hell' (as well as other things like
the depths or the grave) in many English translations
of the Bible.
However, in looking at the original language,
there is a clear distinction between Hades (a temporary
place of punishment while unbelievers await judgment)
and Gehenna (a place of punishment for unbelievers who
have already been judged).
Gehenna, a word mistranslated as hell in the New
Testament, is rooted in an Old Testament location. It
is generally regarded as derived from a valley nearby
Jerusalem that originally belonged to a man named
Hinnom. Scholars say the word is a transliteration of
the Valley of the Sons of Hinnom, a valley that had a
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long history in the Old Testament, all of it bad. Hence,
Gehenna is a proper name like the Rio Grande Valley of
Texas and New Mexico. This being true, the word should
never have been translated “hell,” for as we’ll see,
the two words have nothing in common. One may ask
whether or not Gehenna ever needed translating at all.
It is the proper name of a location in Israel.
When interpreting the Bible, or any other writing,
for that matter, one of the fundamental rules is that
we take a passage in its most literal sense unless
something in the context forces us to interpret it
otherwise. Thus, we should take any expression as
literal, or at face value, unless the evident meaning
forbids it. By evidently forbidden, we mean there’s
evidence that forbids the idea that it should be taken
literally. By evidence, we mean things like the correct
definition of a word or something in the context or
other verses that demonstrate that it is not to be
taken literally. Applying this rule to the present case,
is there evidence that forces us to think that Gehenna
is anything other than the valley just outside
Jerusalem? What is the evidence that Jesus’ language
cannot mean that?” In the absence of such evidence,
Jesus simply warned the Jews in the region of Jerusalem,
that unless they repented, their city was imminently to
be destroyed. Is there anything in the context that
forced them to think that Gehenna doesn’t mean exactly
what it says, i.e., a physical, literal location just
outside Jerusalem? Why then is Gehenna mistranslated as
'hell'?
Again, Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary says:
"Hell [ME, fr. OE; akin to OE helan to conceal, OHG
hella, hell, to conceal, ON hel] heathen realm of the
dead, Goth halja hell, L celare to hide, conceal, Gk
kalyptein to cover, conceal, Skt sarana screening,
protecting, basic meaning: concealing." (Webster’s
Third New International Dictionary of the English

64

Language Unabridged, editor Philip Babcock Gove, Ph.D.
[Springfield, MA: Merriam-Webster Inc., 1993], p. 1051.)
Webster agrees that the Old English origin of the
word 'hell' means “cover.” This word had nothing to do
with a place of punishment or eternal torment. Those
connotations came much later, just in time, we might
say, to be corrupted by Roman Catholicism into its
present form. To translate “Gehenna” (which didn’t
contain any meaning of eternal torment or punishment),
with the word “hell” (which also didn’t contain any
meaning of eternal torment or punishment) isn’t a
translation at all, but a substitution of a man-made
doctrine into a word convenient to be corrupted.
Dr. Thayer significantly remarks:
“The Savior and James are the only persons in all the
New Testament who use the word [Gehenna]. John the
Baptist, who preached to the most wicked of men, did
not use it once. Paul, wrote 14 epistles, and yet never
once mentions it. Peter does not name it, nor Jude; and
John, who wrote the gospel, three epistles, and the
Book of Revelation, never employs it in a single
instance. (the Greek words of "lake of fire" in
Revelation is not Gehenna) Now if Gehenna or Hell
really reveals the terrible fact of endless woe, how
can we account for this strange silence? How is it
possible, if they knew its meaning, and believed it a
part of Christ's teaching, that they should not have
used it a hundred or a thousand times, instead of never
using it at all; especially when we consider the
infinite interests involved? The Book of Acts contains
the record of the apostolic preaching, and the history
of the first planting of the Church among the Jews and
Gentiles, and embraces a period of thirty years from
the ascension of Christ. In all this history, in all
this preaching of the apostles of Jesus, there is no
mention of Gehenna. In thirty years of missionary
effort, these men of God, addressing people of all
characters and nations, never, under any circumstances,
threaten them with the torments of Gehenna, or allude
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to it in the most distant manner. In the face of such a
fact as this, can any person believe that Gehenna
signifies endless punishment, and that this is a part
of Divine revelation, a part of the gospel message to
the world? These considerations show how impossible it
is to establish the doctrine in review on the word
Gehenna All the facts are against the supposition that
the term was used by Christ or his disciples in the
sense of endless punishment. There is not the least
hint of any such meaning attached to it, nor the
slightest preparatory notice that any such new
revelation was to be looked for in this old familiar
word."
"A Long, But Not Eternal Visit To "Hell"
<https://www.tentmaker.org/books/asw/Chapter14.html>
However ...
The word 'hell' is NOT found in the King James Bible
Scripture below taken from King James Bible is
compared with 'The Complete Jewish Bible'. The Complete
Jewish Bible is the only English version of the Bible
fully Jewish in style and presentation that includes
both the Tanakh ("Old Testament") and the B'rit
Hadashah ("New Testament"). (Irregular spacing of
verses is due to difficulties with the editor program.)
Note: The Complete Jewish Bible translates ( שׁאוֹלsheol)
as Sh'ol. So  = שׁאוֹלSh-ol not shee-ol. Every instance
of the word 'hell' in the entire Bible (OT + NT) is
covered.
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King James Bible

The Complete Jewish Bible

Psalms 9:17 The wicked
shall be turned into hell,
[and] all the nations
that forget God

Psalms 9:17 The wicked
will return to Sh'ol, all
the nations that forget
God.

Psalms 16:10 For thou
wilt not leave my soul in
hell; neither wilt thou
suffer thine Holy One to
see corruption.

Psalms 16:10 for you
will not abandon me to
Sh'ol, you will not let
your faithful one see the
Abyss.

Psalms 18:5 The sorrows
of hell compassed me
about: the snares of
death prevented me.

Psalms 18:5 the ropes of
Sh'ol were wrapped around
me, the snares of death
lay there before me.

Psalms 55:15 Let death
seize upon them, [and]
let them go down quick
into hell: for wickedness
[is] in their dwellings,
[and] among them.

Psalms 55:15 May he put
death on them; let them
go down alive to Sh'ol;
for evil is in their
homes and also in their
hearts.

S

and thou hast delivered
Psalms 86:13 For great
[is] thy mercy toward me:
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my soul from
the lowest
hell.

68

Psalm 86:13 For your
grace toward me is so
great! You have rescued

me from the lowest part
of Sh'ol.

Psalms 116:3 The sorrows
of death compassed me,
and the pains of hell gat
hold upon me: I found
trouble and sorrow.

Psalm 116:3 The cords of
death were all around me,
Sh'ol's constrictions
held me fast; I was
finding only distress and
anguish.

Psalms 139:8 If I ascend
up into heaven, thou [art]
there: if I make my bed
in hell, behold, thou
[art there].

Psalm 119:8 If I climb up
to heaven, you are there;
if I lie down in Sh'ol,
you are there.

Proverbs 5:5 Her feet go
down to death; her steps
take hold on hell.

Proverbs 5:5 Her feet go
down to death, her steps
lead straight to Sh'ol;

Proverbs 7:27 Her house
[is] the way to hell,
going down to the
chambers of death.

Proverbs 7:27 Her house
is the way to Sh'ol; it
leads down to the halls
of death.

knoweth not that the dead[are]

Proverbs 9:18 But he
69

there; [and that]

her guests [are] in the
depths of hell.
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Proverbs 9:18 But he
doesn't realize that the
dead are there, and that

those who accept her
invitation are in the
depths of Sh'ol.

Proverbs 15:11 Hell and
destruction [are] before
the LORD: how much more
then the hearts of the
children of men?

Proverbs 15:11 Sh'ol and
Abaddon lie open to
ADONAI; so how much more
people's hearts!

Proverbs 15:24 The way of
life [is] above to the
wise, that he may depart
from hell beneath.

Proverbs 15:24 For the
prudent, the path of life
goes upward; thus he
avoids Sh'ol below.

Proverbs 23:14 Thou shalt
beat him with the rod,
and shalt deliver his
soul from hell

Proverbs 23:14 If you
beat him with a stick,
you will save him from
Sh'ol

Proverbs 27:20 Hell and
destruction are never
full; so the eyes of man
are never satisfied.

Proverbs 27:20 Sh'ol and
Abaddon are never
satisfied, and human eyes
are never satisfied.

2Samuel 22:6 The sorrows
of hell compassed me
about; the snares of
death prevented me;

2Samuel 22:6 the ropes of
Sh'ol were wrapped around
me, the snares of death
lay there before me.
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though they climb up to
heaven, thence will I
bring them down:
Amos 9:2 If they dig down
to Sh'ol, my hand will
haul them out; if they
climb up to heaven, I
will bring them down.

Amos 9:2 Though they dig
into hell, thence shall
mine hand take them;

Deuteronomy 32:22 For a
fire is kindled in mine
anger, and shall burn
unto the lowest hell, and
shall consume the earth
with her increase, and
set on fire the
foundations of the
mountains.

Deuteronomy 32:22 "'For
my anger has been fired
up. It burns to the
depths of Sh'ol,
devouring the earth and
its crops, kindling the
very roots of the hills.

.
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Ezekiel 31:16 I made the
nations to shake at the
sound of his fall, when I
cast him down to hell
with them that descend
into the pit: and all the
trees of Eden, the choice
and best of Lebanon, all
that drink water, shall
be comforted in the
nether parts of the earth.

Ezekiel 31:16 At the
sound of his fall I made
the nations shake, when I
hurled him down to Sh'ol
with those who descend to
the pit. All the trees of
'Eden, the pick of the
best in the L'vanon, all
that take up water, were
consoled in the
underworld.

Ezekiel 31:17 They also
went down into hell with
him unto [them that be]
slain with the sword; and
[they that were] his arm,
[that] dwelt under his
shadow in the midst of
the heathen.

Ezekiel 31:17 They
descended with him to
Sh'ol to those who were
killed by the sword, to
those who were his
fighting arm, those among
the nations who lived in
his shade.

the sword.

Ezekiel 32:21 The strong
among the mighty shall
speak to him out of the
midst of hell with them
that help him: they are
gone down, they lie
uncircumcised, slain by

Ezekiel 32:21 From the
depths of Sh'ol the
mightiest warriors will
speak of him with those
who helped him. They went
down; they lie still, the
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uncircumcised,
killed by the
sword.
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Ezekiel 32:27 And they
shall not lie with the
mighty [that are] fallen
of the uncircumcised,
which are gone down to
hell with their weapons
of war: and they have
laid their swords under
their heads, but their
iniquities shall be upon
their bones, though [they
were] the terror of the
mighty in the land of the
living.

Ezekiel 32:27 They do
not lie with the fallen
warriors of the
uncircumcised who
descended to Sh'ol with
their weapons of war,
their swords laid under
their heads, and their
crimes upon their bones;
because these warriors
terrorized the land of
the living.
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Habakkuk 2:5 Yea also,
because he transgresseth
by wine, [he is] a proud
man, neither keepeth at
home, who enlargeth his
desire as hell, and [is]
as death, and cannot be
satisfied, but gathereth
unto him all nations, and
heapeth unto him all
people:

Habakkuk 2:5 Truly, wine
is treacherous; the
arrogant will not live at
peace but keeps expanding
his desires like Sh'ol;
like death, he can never
be satisfied; he keeps
collecting all the
nations for himself,
rallying to himself all
the peoples
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Isaiah 5:14 Therefore
hell hath enlarged
herself, and opened her
mouth without measure:
and their glory, and
their multitude, and
their pomp, and he that
rejoiceth, shall descend
into it.

Isaiah 5:14 Therefore
Sh'ol has enlarged itself
and opened its limitless
jaws - and down go their
nobles and masses, along
with their noise and
revels.

Isaiah 14:9 Hell from
beneath is moved for thee
to meet [thee] at thy
coming: it stirreth up
the dead for thee, [even]
all the chief ones of the
earth; it hath raised up
from their thrones all
the kings of the nations.

Isaiah 14:9 "Sh'ol below
is stirred up to meet you
when you come. It awakens
for you the ghosts of the
dead who were leaders on
earth; it makes all the
kings of the nations
arise from their thrones.
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Isaiah 14:15 Yet thou
shalt be brought down to
hell, to the sides of the
pit.

Isaiah 14:15 "Instead
you are brought down to
Sh'ol, to the uttermost
depths of the pit.

Isaiah 28:15 Because ye
have said, We have made a
covenant with death, and
with hell are we at
agreement; when the
overflowing scourge shall
pass through, it shall
not come unto us: for we
have made lies our refuge,
and under falsehood have
we hid ourselves:

Isaiah 28:15 Because you
said, "We made a covenant
with death, we made a
contract with Sh'ol. When
the raging flood passes
through, it will not
touch us. For we have
made lies our refuge and
hid ourselves in
falsehoods"
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Isaiah 28:18 And your
covenant with death shall
be disannulled, and your
agreement with hell shall
not stand; when the
overflowing scourge shall
pass through, then ye
shall be trodden down by
it.

Isaiah 28:18 your
covenant with death will
be annulled, and your
contract with Sh'ol will
not stand. When the
raging flood passes
through, you will be
trampled down by it.
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Isaiah 57:9 And thou
wentest to the king with
ointment, and didst
increase thy perfumes,
and didst send thy
messengers far off, and
didst debase [thyself
even] unto hell.

Isaiah 57:9 And thou
wentest to the king with
ointment, and didst
increase thy perfumes,
and didst send thy
messengers far off, and
didst debase [thyself
even] unto, even down to
Sh'ol.

Job 11:8 [It is] as high
as heaven; what canst
thou do? deeper than hell;
what canst thou know?

Job 11:8 They're as high
as heaven; what can you
do? They're deeper than
Sh'ol; what can you know?

Job 26:6 Hell [is] naked
before him, and
destruction hath no
covering.

Job 26:6 Sh'ol is naked
before him; Abaddon lies
uncovered.

80

Jonah 2:2 And said, I
cried by reason of mine
affliction unto the LORD,
and he heard me; out of
the belly of hell cried I,
[and] thou heardest my
voice.

Jonah 2:2 he said, "Out
of my distress I called
to ADONAI, and he
answered me; from the
belly of Sh'ol I cried,
and you heard my voice.

Psalms 16:10 For thou
wilt not leave my soul in
hell; neither wilt thou
suffer thine Holy One to
see corruption.

Psalms 16:10 for you will
not abandon me to Sh'ol,
you will not let your
faithful one see the
Abyss.

Psalms 18:5 The sorrows
of hell compassed me
about: the snares of
death prevented me.

Psalms 18:5 the ropes of
Sh'ol were wrapped around
me, the snares of death
lay there before me.

Psalms 55:15 Let death
seize upon them, [and]
let them go down quick
into hell: for wickedness
[is] in their dwellings,
[and] among them.

Psalms 55:15 May he put
death on them; let them
go down alive to Sh'ol;
for evil is in their
homes and also in their
hearts.
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Psalms 86:13 For great
[is] thy mercy toward me:
and thou hast delivered
my soul from the lowest
hell.

Psalm 86:13 For your
grace toward me is so
great! You have rescued
me from the lowest part
of Sh'ol

Psalms 116:3 The sorrows
of death compassed me,
and the pains of hell gat
hold upon me: I found
trouble and sorrow.

Psalms 116:3 The cords of
death were all around me,
Sh'ol's constrictions
held me fast; I was
finding only distress and
anguish.

Psalms 139:8 If I ascend
up into heaven, thou [art]
there: if I make my bed
in hell, behold, thou
[art there].

Psalms 139:8 If I climb
up to heaven, you are
there; if I lie down in
Sh'ol, you are there.

Proverbs 5:5 Her feet go
down to death; her steps
take hold on hell.

Proverbs 5:5 Her feet go
down to death, her steps
lead straight to Sh'ol;

Proverbs 7:27 Her house
[is] the way to hell,
going down to the
chambers of death.

Proverbs 7:27 Her house
is the way to Sh'ol; it
leads down to the halls
of death.
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Proverbs 9:18 But he
doesn't realize that the
dead are there, and that
those who accept her
invitation are in the
depths of Sh'ol.

Proverbs 9:18 But he
knoweth not that the dead
[are] there; [and that]
her guests [are] in the
depths of hell.

Proverbs 15:11 Hell and
destruction [are] before
the LORD: how much more
then the hearts of the
children of men?

Proverbs 15:11 Sh'ol and
Abaddon lie open to
ADONAI; so how much more
people's hearts!

Proverbs 15:24 The way
of life [is] above to the
wise, that he may depart
from hell beneath.

Proverbs 15:24 For the
prudent, the path of life
goes upward; thus he
avoids Sh'ol below.
his soul from hell.

Proverbs 23:14 Thou
shalt beat him with the
rod, and shalt deliver
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Proverbs
23:14 If
you beat
him with a
stick,you
will save
him from
Sh'ol
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Proverbs 27:20 Sh'ol and
Abaddon are never
satisfied, and human eyes
are never satisfied.

Proverbs 27:20 Hell and
destruction are never
full; so the eyes of man
are never satisfied.

1) What really is hell in the Old Testament?
Translators of the King James Bible rendered the
Hebrew word Sheol (65 occurrences) as below:
words in English a) grave (31 times)/ pit (3 times)
b) hell (31 times)
Sheol was translated as grave/pit when it was to
be the resting place for good people, but rendered
the same word as hell when referring to a wicked
person.
Some examples:

Job 14:13 O that thou
wouldest hide me in the
grave, that thou wouldest
keep me secret, until thy
wrath be past, that thou
wouldest appoint me a set
time, and remember me!

Job 14:13 "I wish you
would hide me in Sh'ol,
conceal me until your
anger has passed, then
fix a time and remember
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Here, upright Job pleads God to hide from his
pain in Sheol (Sh'ol) - to wait asleep until the day of
the resurrection. It sure would be bizarre for anyone
to pray to God to be sent to hell.
So translators used the word grave.
But in Psalm 86:13, we see the same translators
translating the same Sheol as hell because it’s used in
a negative sense -‘Thou hast delivered my soul from the
lowest hell [Sheol]’.

Psalms 86:13 For great
[is] thy mercy toward me:
and thou hast delivered
my soul from the lowest
hell.

Psalms 86:13 For your
grace toward me is so
great! You have rescued
me from the lowest part
of Sh'ol.

Centuries ago theologians evidently did not believe
there was a separate compartment to Sheol for righteous
souls in Old Testament times; they simply believed
Sheol was a place of torment for those damned of God in
the heart of the Earth. This caused some obvious
problems: If Sheol is a condition of conscious torment,
then how does one explain the many passages that
plainly show that righteous souls as well as heathen
souls went to Sheol in Old Testament times?
The solution for the translators of the 1611 King
James Version was to translate Sheol as “hell” when it
applied to unrighteous people and as “the grave” when
applied to the righteous. In other words, they did not
uniformly translate Sheol. Their definition was
determined purely by whether the passage referred to
the wicked or the righteous. The translators of the
King James adhered to this as a general rule, so anyone
reading this version would understandably come to the
conclusion that heathen people went to a horrible
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netherworld of torments when they died, while righteous
people like Job and David merely went to the grave.
For example:
Psalms 9:17 The wicked
Psalms 9:17 The wicked
shall be turned into hell,
will return to Sh'ol, all
[and] all the nations
the nations that forget
God.
that forget God.
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Since the above passage is referring to the wicked,
the King James translators chose to
translate 'Sheol' as 'hell'.
Notice how Sheol is rendered by the KJB when the
Scriptural passage applies to righteous King Hezekiah:
Isaiah 38:10 "I once
said: 'In the prime of
life I am going off to
the gates of Sh'ol. I am
being deprived of living
out the full span of my
life.'
Hezekiah, a godly king of Judah, is speaking in
this passage; he has a fatal illness and clearly
doesn’t want to die. It’s obvious here that Hezekiah
expected to go to Sheol when he died. Since this
passage is plainly referring to a righteous man of God,
the King James translators decided not to
translate Sheol as “hell” as that would give the
impression to any reader that godly King Hezekiah would
go to a place of conscious torment when he died. So
they simply rendered Sheol as “the grave.” How the King
James translators translated Sheol was determined
purely by whether the passage referred to the wicked or
the righteous.
Scholars see this as a 'grave' error on the
translators’ part. 'Grave' is the right word in all
cases. Hebrew experts would confirm Sheol is grave/pit.
3) What kind of place is Sheol?
The Bible actually describes Sheol. It’s portrayed
not as a place of torture, but quite the opposite:
Sheol is not a place of raging fire. It’s rather a
state of darkness (Job 10:21), rather in each case, the
context describes Sheol as a place or condition of
silence.
Job 10:21 Before I go [whence] I shall not return,
[even] to the land of darkness and the shadow of death;
Isaiah 38:10 I said in
the cutting off of my
days, I shall go to the
gates of the grave: I am
deprived of the residue
of my years.
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Psalms 115:17 The dead
praise not the LORD,
neither any that go down
into silence.

Psalm 115:17 The dead
can't praise ADONAI, not
those who sink down into
silence.

Ecclesiastes 9:10
Whatsoever thy hand
findeth to do, do [it]
with thy might; for
[there is] no work, nor
device, nor knowledge,
nor wisdom, in the grave,
whither thou goest.

Ecclesiastes 9:10
Whatever task comes your
way to do, do it with all
your strength; because in
Sh'ol, where you will go,
there is neither working
nor planning, neither
knowledge nor wisdom.

The terms hell, pit, sheol, and hades all refer to
the grave. Where everyone goes. Taking all the
Scriptures on death and what happens afterward it is
clear that eternal burning is a false teaching. At
death we all return to the dust as Adam did. There is
no consciousness there and we are acquitted of our sins
in this mortal life. Our hope for life afterward is the
resurrection hope in the future.
Consider now:
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Jonah 2:2 And said, I
cried by reason of mine
affliction unto the LORD,
and he heard me; out of
the belly of hell cried I,
[and] thou heardest my
voice.
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Jonah 2:2 he said, "Out
of my distress I called
to ADONAI, and he
answered me; from the
belly of Sh'ol I cried,
and you heard my voice.

The following proves that the King James
translators did not differentiate between what "Sheol"
and "Hades" meant:
Jonah 1:17 Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to
swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish
three days and three nights.
Jonah 2:2 And said, I cried by reason of mine
affliction unto the LORD, and he heard me; out of the
belly of hell cried I, [and] thou heardest my voice.
Here we see the absurdity of supposing Sheol or
hell to mean a place of punishment after death. The
hell in this case was the belly of the whale; or rather
the wretched and suffering condition in which the
disobedient prophet found himself.

◄ 7585. sheol ►
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Strong's Concordance
sheol: underworld (place to which people descend at
death)
Original Word: שׁאוֹל
ְ
Part of Speech: Noun Feminine
Transliteration: sheol
Phonetic Spelling: (sheh-ole')
Definition: underworld (place to which people descend
at death)
Verse 1:17 tells us he was "in the belly of the
fish three days and three nights". Verse 2:2 says he
was in hell (Sheol). Where was Jonah - in Hell or in a
fish? If "Sheol" is translated "unseen" or "underworld"
we have no problem.
Jonah was in the "belly of the fish" and was in the
'underworld' and thus was unseen. We know that Jonah
was "in the belly of the fish three days and three
nights." (Jonah 1:17) This agrees with the words of
Jesus, for He said,
Matthew 12:40 For as Jonas was three days and three
nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be
three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
However in the Greek Septuagint, (the Hebrew Old
Testament translated into Greek around 200 B.C.) we
find the Greek adjective aionios translated "forever",
as it is in Jonah 2:6 in the King James Bible. It is
obvious that aionios translated as "forever" cannot
mean more than three days and three nights in Jonah
2:6. That is the problem here.
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Jonah 2:6 I went down to the bottoms of the mountains;
the earth with her bars [was] about me for ever: yet
hast thou brought up my life from corruption, O LORD my
God.

◄ 5769. olam ►
Strong's Concordance
olam: long duration, antiquity, futurity
Original Word: עוֹלם
Part of Speech: Noun Masculine
Transliteration: olam
Phonetic Spelling: (o-lawm')
Definition: long duration, antiquity, futurity
The Hebrew Owlam/Olam is translated into
Greek: Aion/Aionios/Aionion/Aionian/Aionon/Aionas
(LXX/Septuagint) Strong# 165 & 166. This Greek word's
meaning and its derivatives has suffered and is
suffering widespread mistranslation or it does not
accurately reflect the meaning of the Hebrew
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Owlam/Olam/Olawm as understood by the Authors of the
Old Testament. This word's meaning (often taught today)
most often incorrectly focuses on time only. Either
time of endless duration or time of limited
duration. To associate this word or its derivatives
with time only or to focus on a time-based definition
is not ideal if the word is supposed to be the
equivalent of the Hebrew Olam. Also, if one truly wants
to know the meaning of the Hebrew word Olam then you
would start with an understanding of the Hebrew
language first, not Greek.
There have been many published attempts by many
different people to define the Hebrew Olam.
Unfortunately, there is no lack of words currently in
use today. Examples include: Forever, Everlasting,
Forevermore, Perpetual, Eternal, Eternity, Age, Eon and
Eonian. Note: Some of these examples incorrectly
emphasize endless time.
Olam in the Old Testament was used to express an
indefinite time period beyond the horizon. At times it
was used to refer to indefinite time beyond the past
horizon, while other times it referred to indefinite
duration of time in the future, but it always spoke of
in terms of time and not Eternity however, Eternity is
not timeless, but since human language did not yet
have a word for Eternity.
Olam in the line of duration, indicates times
undetermined, remote, obscure, whether it be past or
future, the duration of the life of a man or a long
extension which comes to designate indefinite duration….
It does not express the platonic and modern concept of
forever.
4) The New Testament is written in Greek. What about
hell in its books? What is Greek for Sheol?
The Greek translation of the Old Testament (the
Septuagint) renders Sheol as Hades. The New Testament
writers confirm that.
For example:
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Acts 2:27 Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell,
neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see
corruption.

It’s a quotation from Psalm 16:10
Psalms 16:10 For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell;
neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see
corruption.
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"Don’t get confused by the wording of Acts 2:27 and
Psalm 16:10. These verses say from the perspective of
Jesus, 'You (God the Father) will not abandon My soul
to sheol/hades (the unseen), nor will you allow Your
Holy One to undergo decay.'
Psalms 16:10 For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell*;
neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see
corruption.
*Sheol/Hades
Some people might initially think the phrase “You
will not abandon my soul to Sheol/Hades” means that
Jesus’ soul didn’t go to sheol/hades at all. But the
next phrase, about God not allowing Jesus’ body to rot,
makes it clear that this passage is using somewhat
fancy language (it was originally part of a Psalm, a
song) to talk about how God the Father, although He
allowed Jesus to die, would not allow Jesus’ soul to
remain in the unseen (unconscious) or His body to
remain in the grave rotting.
Psalms 16:11 Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in
thy presence [is] fulness of joy; at thy right hand
[there are] pleasures for evermore.
The “path of life” (vs. 11) goes through death;
that is instructive. “At thy right hand there are
pleasures for evermore.”
"It would not be abandoned there. In other words,
the phrase “You will not abandon my soul to Sheol/Hades”
does not mean that Jesus’ soul never went to
Sheol/Hades, but rather that it went there but God
didn’t allow it to stay there or be abandoned there,
just as God allowed His body to go into the grave but
didn’t allow it to stay there or be abandoned there.
-The passage is clear.
Acts 7:55 But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked
up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God,
and Jesus standing on the right hand of God,
So don’t be confused by the fancy psalmist phrasing of
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Psalm 16:10 (as quoted in Acts 2:27).
Acts 2:27 Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell,
neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see
corruption.
The LXX writers, writing more than one hundred
years after Luke wrote Acts, chapter 2, lifted Acts
2:25–27 bodily out of Acts, chapter 2 and used it to
wipe out every Hebrew text of Psalm 16, by the
Alexandrian conjecture.
The fact that Jesus’ soul went to Sheol/Hades/theunseen (Ps. 16:10, Acts 2:27) matches up perfectly with
Psalm 6:5 and 115:17 where David says that at death a
person goes to Sheol/Hades/the-unseen where there is
silence and no one remembers or praises the Lord. Jesus
was a human being, and Psalm 16:10/Acts 2:27 combined
with Psalm 6:5 and 115:17 confirms without a shadow of
a doubt that His body went into the grave and His soul
went to Sheol/Hades/the-unseen where He did not
remember or praise the Lord and where there is silence.
Obviously the only way Jesus would “not remember His
Father is if He (Jesus) was unconscious. All the
Scriptures match up perfectly with each other. What
happened to Jesus at death was no different than what
happens to every other human being at death. See also 1
Corinthians 15:20 for confirmation of this."
1Corinthians 15:20 But now is Christ risen from the
dead, [and] become the firstfruits of them that slept.
Complete Jewish Bible verse names are underlined:
Psalms 16:10 for you will not abandon me to Sh'ol, you
will not let your faithful one see the Abyss.
But some Bible translators (eg. KJB) let their bias
mislead them to mistranslate Hades as hell in verses
like:
Luke 10:15 (ten such occurrences in total).
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Luke 10:15 And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted to
heaven, shalt be thrust down to hell.

Luke 10:15 "And you, K'far-Nachum, will you be exalted
to heaven? No, you will be brought down to Sh'ol!
Why were these English translators biased mistranslating the same word into different things?
The KJV, one of the famous translations, was done in
1611 AD. By then, pagan hell theories had settled into
Christianity over the course of the Dark Ages and the
translators believed in them.
Their bias caused them to mistranslate, even as
their scholarly minds knew Sheol/Hades clearly meant
grave. This bias affected other English translations in
varying degrees, based on the level of integrity of the
translators.
As we have stated, some reputed translations
(Young's Literal Translation, Weymouth, Rotherham’s
etc.) not even once does the word hell appear in them.

New Testament
Order of entries:

1) King James Bible
2) Interlinear Greek New Testament
3) B'rit Hadashah (Jewish New Testament) - (underlined
verse name)
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James 3:6 And the tongue [is] a fire, a world of
iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it
defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course
of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.

James 3:6 Yes, the tongue is a fire, a world of
wickedness. The tongue is so placed in our body that it
defiles every part of it, setting ablaze the whole of
our life; and it is set on fire by Gei-Hinnom itself.
Revelation 1:18 I [am] he that liveth, and was dead;
and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have
the keys of hell and of death.
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Note 'evermore' is actually 'the eons of the eons' in
the original Greek. As we have stated, God views
biblical time in finite units: eons (ages). In Diety
contexts 'forever' is composed of infinite ages.
Revelation 1:18 the Living One. I was dead, but look! I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys to
Death and Sh'ol.
Revelation 6:8 And I looked, and behold a pale horse:
and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell
followed with him. And power was given unto them over
the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and
with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the
earth.
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Revelation 6:8 I looked, and there in front of me was a
pallid, sickly-looking horse. Its rider's name was
Death, and Sh'ol followed behind him. They were given
authority to kill one-quarter of the world by war, by
famine, by plagues and with the wild animals of the
earth.
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Revelation 20:13 And the sea gave up the dead which
were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead
which were in them: and they were judged every man
according to their works.

Revelation 20:13 The sea gave up the dead in it; and
Death and Sh'ol gave up the dead in them; and they were
judged, each according to what he had done.
Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the second death.

Revelation 20:14 Then Death and Sh'ol were hurled into
the lake of fire. This is the second death-the lake of
fire.
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2Peter 2:4 For if God spared not the angels that sinned,
but cast [them] down to hell, and delivered [them] into
chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;
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2 Peter 2:4 For God did not spare the angels who sinned;
on the contrary, he put them in gloomy dungeons lower
than Sh'ol to be held for judgment.

Acts 2:27 Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell,
neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see
corruption.

Acts 2:27 that you will not abandon me to Sh'ol or let
your Holy One see decay.
Acts 2:31 He seeing this before spake of the
resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in
hell, neither his flesh did see corruption.
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Acts 2:31 he was speaking in advance about the
resurrection of the Messiah, that it was he who was not
abandoned in Sh'ol and whose flesh did not see decay.
Luke 10:15 And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted to
heaven, shalt be thrust down to hell.

Luke 10:15 "And you, K'far-Nachum, will you be exalted
to heaven? No, you will be brought down to Sh'ol!
Luke 12:5 But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear:
Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power to cast
into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him.
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Luke 12:5 I will show you whom to fear: fear him who
after killing you has authority to throw you into GeiHinnom! Yes, I tell you, this is the one to fear!
Luke 16:23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in
torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in
his bosom.

Luke 16:23 "In Sh'ol, where he was in torment, the rich
man looked up and saw Avraham far away with El`azar at
his side.
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Matthew 5:22 But I say unto you, That whosoever is
angry with his brother without a cause shall be in
danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his
brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but
whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of
hell fire.

Note: ‘hell fire’ is literally ‘Gehenna of fire’.
Matthew 5:22 But I tell you that anyone who nurses anger
against his brother will be subject to judgment; that whoever
calls his brother, `You good-for-nothing!'
will be brought before the Sanhedrin; that whoever says,
`Fool!' incurs the penalty of burning in the fire ofGeiHinnom!
Matthew 5:29 And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out,
and cast [it] from thee: for it is profitable for thee that
one of thy members should perish, and not[that] thy whole
body should be cast into hell.
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Matthew 5:29 If your right eye makes you sin, gouge it
out and throw it away! Better that you should lose one
part of you than have your whole body thrown into GeiHinnom.
"Let it be kept in mind that the term perish primarily,
signifies " to cease to live." Now, if the one member here
is not, by our Lord, put in opposition to the whole body?
And if so, is not the sense of this passage expressed thus
— if one member is diseased it will cause the whole body to
perish unless that member is removed; better, therefore,
that one member should be cut off and perish than that the
whole body perish."
Matthew 5:30 And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it
off, and cast [it] from thee: for it is profitable for
thee that one of thy members should perish, and not
[that] thy whole body should be cast into hell.
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Matthew 5:30 And if your right hand makes you sin, cut
it off and throw it away! Better that you should lose
one part of you than have your whole body thrown into
Gei-Hinnom.

Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell
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Matthew 10:28 "Do not fear those who kill the body but
are powerless to kill the soul. Rather, fear him who
can destroy both soul and body in Gei-Hinnom.
Jesus is saying, there is nothing left alive
(functioning) of a person after God's destruction
(Matthew 10:28) (in whatever time it occurs) has taken
place. The fact that this destruction will last forever
makes it "everlasting punishment".
Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.

Matthew 11:23 And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted
unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if the
mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been
done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day.
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Matthew 11:23 And you, K'far-Nachum, will you be
exalted to heaven? No, you will be brought down to
Sh'ol! For if the miracles done in you had been donein
S'dom, it would still be in existence today.
Matthew 16:18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
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Matthew 16:18 I also tell you this: you are Kefa,"
[which means `Rock,'] "and on this rock I will build my
Community, and the gates of Sh'ol will not overcome it.
Matthew 18:9 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it
out, and cast [it] from thee: it is better for thee to
enter into life with one eye, rather than having two
eyes to be cast into hell fire.

Matthew 18:9 And if your eye is a snare for you, gouge
it out and fling it away! Better that you should be
one-eyed and obtain eternal life than keep both eyes
and be thrown into the fire of Gei Hinnom.
Matthew 23:15 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one
proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold
more the child of hell than yourselves.
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Matthew 23:15 "Woe to you hypocritical Torah-teachers
and P'rushim! You go about over land and sea to make
one proselyte; and when you succeed, you make him twice
as fit for Gei-Hinnom as you are!
Matthew 23:33 [Ye] serpents, [ye] generation of vipers,
how can ye escape the damnation of hell?

Note: ‘damnation’ is always a mistranslation of ‘judgment’, as we shall prove.

Matthew 22:33 "You snakes! Sons of snakes! How can you
escape being condemned to Gei Hinnom?
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Mark 9:43 And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it
is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than
having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that
never shall be quenched:

Mark 9:43 If your hand makes you sin, cut it off!
Better that you should be maimed but obtain eternal
life, rather than keep both hands and go to Gei-Hinnom,
to unquenchable fire!
In these Scriptures, the word "hell" is translated
from the Greek Gehenna. This word means "Valley of
Hinnom," a valley on the south side of Jerusalem where
refuse was continually burned. Jesus used this area as
a type of the place where the wicked will receive their
final punishment.
Mark 9:44 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is
not quenched.*
Mark 9:45 And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it
is better for thee to enter halt into life, than having
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two feet to be cast into hell, into the fire that never
shall be quenched:

G762 ἄσβεστος - Strong's Greek Lexicon Number
Strong's:
ἄσβεστος
not extinguished
Thayer:
1) unquenched, unquenchable
Mark 9:44 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.

Mark 9:45 And if your foot makes you sin, cut it off!
Better that you should be lame but obtain eternal life,
rather than keep both feet and be thrown into GeiHinnom!
If God throws something into an 'eternal'
(unquenchable) fire, where does it say in the Bible
that what is thrown in is eternal also?
Mark 9:46 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is
not quenched.*
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Mark 9:47 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out:
it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God
with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell
fire:
Mark 9:48 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is
not quenched.
*Verses 44 and 46, which are identical to verse 48, are
not found in the best ancient scriptural manuscripts.
This explains why modern translations — NIV, NASB, NRSV,
etc. do not include these verses in the main text.
Apparently, an overzealous scribe intentionally or
accidentally repeated these two verses on a later
manuscript.
The best way to handle this long passage is to
examine it piece by piece and then take it as a whole;
but let’s first consider three things:
Plainly observe that verses 43 and 45 say that it
is better to enter life maimed or crippled than to be
thrown into “hell”, which is Gehenna in the Greek.
Verse 47 enlightens us that those who “enter life” will
“enter the kingdom of God.” This is in harmony with
what we’ve repeatedly witnessed in the Scriptures: Only
the righteous will be granted eternal life and partake
of the kingdom of God in the age to come (i.e. the new
Jerusalem and “new heaven and new earth,” as shown
in Revelation 21).
Secondly, notice that all three times Christ refers
to the lake of fire in this passage he uses the example
of Gehenna. As we covered earlier, Gehenna was the
local trash dump & incinerator located right outside
the city walls of Jerusalem to the south. Trash,
garbage and carcasses of animals, despised criminals &
vanquished enemies were thrown into Gehenna for the
express purpose of disposal and eradication. Why would
Jesus continually use this local trash incinerator as
an illustration of the lake of fire? Because Gehenna
was a certain symbol of disposal and eradication that
all of his hearers readily understood. We need to keep
this in mind whenever viewing biblical passages that
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speak of Gehenna. Sadly, many readers will miss out on
this important fact because 1. the English word “hell”
disguises the Greek Gehenna, and 2. they lack any
historical knowledge of what Gehenna was at the time of
Christ’ earthly ministry. As such, the myth of hell as
never-ending roasting torment is perpetuated.
Thirdly, with the above two points in mind, let’s
observe Jesus’ statement in verse 43: “Hell (Gehenna),
where the fire never goes out.” This was actually true
of Gehenna, the Valley of Hinnom, as the fires of this
city dump were kept constantly burning for the purpose
of burning up the refuse that was regularly thrown into
it. But this is even more so with the lake of fire of
which Gehenna is an example. As we already covered,
Christ spoke of the lake of fire as “the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matthew 25:41).
The LORD had no choice but to prepare such a place
after the devil and his filthy minions rebelled against
him. Since the devil and his demons apparently possess
unconditional immortality and can never die, the lake
of fire will be their eternal habitation; but for
mortal human beings, the lake of fire will be used as
God’s chosen instrument to execute “the second death.”
The fire ‘never’ went out in the constantly smoking
Valley of Hinnom, but the refuse thrown into it was
destroyed. The rubbish didn’t ludicrously burn forever.
In the same way, the fire in the lake of fire will
eventually go out, but the people cast in it will be
completely destroyed.
Let’s now examine Jesus’ statement in verse 48.
Mark 9:48 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is
not quenched.
Mark 9:48 is quoted from
Isaiah 66:24 And they shall go forth, and look upon
the carcases of the men that have transgressed against
me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their
fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto
all flesh.
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Fourthly, the very last passage of the book of
Isaiah. Let’s look at it again, as this is the only way
we can properly interpret Jesus’ words. The “carcases”
refer to the people who have transgressed against the
LORD and will be thrown into the lake of fire. Please
notice that they are no longer alive. They are dead.
They have been destroyed.* They are loathsome, ashen,
worm-chewed corpses*. They will be an abhorrence to all
Mankind (See Daniel 12:2) just as an ashen, worm-chewed
corpse of a despised criminal would be abhorrent to you
or me. *We prove below that worms only chew on dead tissue.
The fact that these transgressors are, in fact,
lifeless corpses is backed up by verse 16 of the same
chapter,
Isaiah 66:16 For by fire and by his sword will the
LORD plead with all flesh: and the slain of the LORD
shall be many.
Isaiah 66:17 They that sanctify themselves, and purify
themselves in the gardens behind one [tree] in the
midst, eating swine's flesh, and the abomination, and
the mouse, shall be consumed together, saith the LORD.
which says that they will be “slain of the LORD;” and
verse 17, which says that “shall be consumed together".
The second death is when the ungodly will meet their
end, not when they’ll meet the beginning of life in
never-ending roasting agony.
1a2) Maggots (worms) exclusively devour dead
Hebrew for “worm” in this verse refers to
maggots (Strong 123). The unmistakable fact is that the
bodies affected by these maggots are dead. This is
fitting since maggots exclusively devour dead flesh,
not living creatures*. And, it should be added, maggots
don’t die, they pupate and morph into flies.
*"Myiasis is a skin infection caused by fly larvae (maggots). ... The
maggotsonly eat dead tissue, leaving live tissue intact. ... now used
exclusively for this purpose, since they preferentially devour only necrotic
tissue, leaving healthy tissue intact."

Being that Gehenna was a garbage dump, maggots bred
freely and preyed upon the filth. When corpses of
animals or executed criminals were thrown in, they
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would be destroyed by maggots or by the fires that were
kept constantly burning there, or a combination of both.
Understanding the unmistakable context of Christ’s
quote from Isaiah, as well as the historical facts
concerning Gehenna, helps us to properly interpret
Jesus’ words in Mark 9:43-48.
Unfortunately, many preachers who advocate hell
fire use Mark 9:48, conjuring up all kinds of bizarre
interpretations, including how immortal worms will
forever chew on the undying souls of the damned in the
lake of fire. They do this by not rightly-dividing the
Word of God — ignoring the historical facts about
Gehenna and the context of Jesus’ quote from Isaiah.
They’re obviously biased on the subject and superficial
in their studies. In effect, they’re in bondage to the
doctrines of their sect (a body of persons adhering to
a particular religious faith; a religious denomination),
regardless of what the Bible actually teaches.
Regarding worms consider
Isaiah 51:8 For the moth shall eat them up like a
garment, and the worm shall eat them like wool: but my
righteousness shall be for ever, and my salvation from
generation to generation.
Like Mark 9:48, this is undoubtedly a figurative
example of everlasting destruction. It is meant to be
taken seriously. We agree, after all, that there will
be literal moths or worms in the lake of fire devouring
those thrown in. We’ve already deduced from Scripture
that, literally, the ungodly will be consumed — both
soul (self**) and body by raging fire when cast into
the lake of fire.
The lake of fire into which these mortal bodies
will be thrown will simply cause physical death – just
like the first time these people died. Because it is
their second instance of physical death, the Bible
logically and plainly calls it “the second death".
Their corpses will be destroyed in the physical lake
of fire at the beginning of the Millennium, This
physical lake will be where the physical bodies/corpses
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of these people are thrown will be the second instance
of physical dying for these people. It will be a
physical fire for physical mortal bodies, just like
the fire in the Valley of Gehinnom during the
Millennium will be a physical fire for physical mortal
bodies (Is. 66:23-24) .
* "In either Testament, the man’s soul is his “ego” or
“I am.” And as such, it is distinctively his property
in distinction from the “spirit of man,” which all men
have in common (1 Cor. 2:10–14). This “soul” is the
“astral body” of Rosicrucian's, and the “Atman” of
Brahmism. A man can lose it. It can be destroyed in
hell*, and this is the plain teaching of the greatest
authority on spiritual matters ever to put foot on the
face of the earth. “Fear him.”"
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S. Gospel of Matthew Commentary
*Gehenna
Leviticus 17:11 For the life** of the flesh [is] in
the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar
to make an atonement for your souls: for it [is] the
blood[that] maketh an atonement for the soul.
**The soul (life) of the flesh is in the blood
(Leviticus 17:11).

Review:: ANCIENT PAGAN'S DESCRIPTION OF THE HEATHEN HELL.

"Among the ancient pagans, the belief in a hell of
some sort was very general, if not universal. It was
known by various names, as Orcus, Erebus, Tartarus, and
Infernus or Inferna, whence our expression “infernal
regions,” &c. The views current respecting it were
different at different periods, and among different
nations, according to the degree of civilization, and
the genius of the people. What I shall offer on this
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point will have respect mostly to the Romans, Greeks,
and Egyptians.
1. Its Location. It was supposed to be as far below the
earth (or as deep down in it), as the heavens are above
it. Hesiod, the Greek poet, who lived 850 B.C., is very
precise in his statement, and says a mass of iron would
be nine days falling from heaven to earth, and nine
more in falling from earth to hell. So say Apollodorus,
Virgil, and others. 1
2. The Inhabitants. Some idea of the natives of the
country, may be gathered from the following description,
taken from the Aeneid of Virgil, B. vi:
“At Hell’s dread mouth a thousand monsters wait; –
Grief weeps, and Vengeance bellows in the gate; Base
Want, low Fear, and Famine’s lawless rage. And pale
Disease, and slow, repining Age: Fierce, formidable
Fiends the portals keep, With Pain, Toil, Death, and
Death’s half-brother Sleep. There Joys, embittered by
Remorse, appear, Daughters of Guilt; here storms
destructive War. Mad Discord there her snaky tresses
tore; Here stretched on iron beds the Furies roar; And
close by Lerna’s hissing monster stands Briareus
dreadful with a hundred hands; There stern Geryon raged;
and all around Fierce Harpies screamed, and direful
Gorgons frowned.”
- Pitt’s Aeneid, vi 385, &c.
The gate of Hell was guarded by the dog Cerberus,
of three heads (Hesiod says fifty), who prevented all
egress from the infernal regions. Once in, there was no
escape. To make it still more sure, the horrid prison
of hell was surrounded by a river of fire, called
Phlegethon; within which was another security in the
shape of a triple wall. Hence Virgil says:
“Here rolls the roaring, flaming tide of hell, And
thundering rocks the fiery torrent swell.”
3. Of the Punishments. Virgil gives us a brief account
of these in the book already quoted from:
“And now wild shouts, and wailings dire, And shrieking
infants swell the dreadful choir.”
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Here sits in bloody robes the Fury fell, By night and
day to watch the gates of hell. Here you begin terrific
groans to hear, And sounding lashes rise upon the ear.
On every side the damned their fetters grate, And curse,
‘mid clanking chains, their wretched fate.”
A few examples of individual torments will better
illustrate the subject, and reveal at the same time how
inherent in them is the idea of perpetual duration.
Ixion, for a certain monstrous sin, is bound to a wheel
of fire, which is ever in continual motion, in swift
revolution of torment. Tantalus, for having attempted
to deceive some of the gods who visited him, by placing
roasted human flesh before them, was tortured with
endless hunger and thirst. He was placed in a lake up
to his chin in the water, and over his head bent the
branches of a tree loaded with the most delicious and
inviting fruit. Agonizing with hunger and thirst, he
stretched out his hand to seize the fruit, when it was
instantly withdrawn just above his reach; he stooped to
drink of the cooling waters, and immediately they sank
away, and no drop touched his lips; but they rose again
to his chin, when he rose. [From this comes our word
“tantalize.”
The fifty Daughters of Danaus, or rather forty-nine,
for murdering their husbands on the night of marriage,
were condemned to fill a leaky tub with water drawn
from a deep well with a sieve. Of course there was no
end to such a task. Sisyphus was condemned to roll a
huge stone to the summit of a high hill in hell, but
always, just before he reached the top, his strength
failed, and it rushed down again to the bottom of the
steep, and compelled him to begin his labors again,
always to end in the same way. Another miserable wretch
had a mighty rock suspended over his head, threatening
every instant to fall and crush him. Tityrus, for his
crimes, was chained to a rock, while a vulture fed upon
his heart and entrails, which were ever renewed as fast
as devoured.
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These examples are sufficient to illustrate the
doctrines and teachings of the heathen respecting
future punishments; and they show, more graphically
than any words could do it, how essential to their
completeness is the element of perpetuity, of
endlessness. There can be no doubt in respect to their
belief in the torments of the wicked after death, or of
their opinion respecting the duration of them.
The fact, then, being established, that the dogma is
thoroughly heathen in its character and developments,
this question presents itself: Where did the heathen
get it? Whence came their fables respecting the
infernal regions?"
<Thomas Thayer: The Origin and History of the Doctrine of Endless Punishment
https://www.mercyuponall.org/pdfs-click-to-download/294-2/>

Mainstream Christianity's belief

"If a person dies in unrepented sins, then their fate
is a never-ending agony, with physical tortures, the
most terrifying that can be imagined; so that when we
think of the future of the human race, we must conceive
of ‘a vast and burning prison, in which the lost souls
of millions and millions writhe and shriek for ever,
tormented in a flame that will never be quenched.’"
This is outside any kind of justice we are aware of.
It makes the character of the Father as a cruel
fiendish tyrant God. The Lord Jesus Christ died on the
Cross in the most excruciating physical pain that one
could imagine, but it was for a finite time and this
was for the sins of Mankind. Now according to this
hideous doctrine, we will suffer the most excruciating
pain for our own sins forever and ever and ever e.g.
infinite time.
<http://www.biblemaths.com/pdf_olethros.pdf>

"Some of the believers in the dogma of an endless
hell confess that it is not taught in the Law of Moses,
nor in the Old Testament. The testimony of these
learned men, all of them believers in the doctrine of
future endless punishment, but compelled by their
superior knowledge to confess that the doctrine is not
revealed, or alluded to by Moses, nor in any way made
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the motive of obedience to the laws he promulgated as
the servant of God. Nothing but the strongest array of
facts, nothing but the utter impossibility of finding
any trace of it in the institutes of the old
dispensation, could have induced these men to take a
position so fatal to the truth of this doctrine; to
make acknowledgements which render it forever
impossible to establish the doctrine in harmony with
divine justice and honor. But the statements of these
men, and the truth of our argument, are both confirmed
by still higher authority. In his epistle to the
Hebrews, Paul himself gives this positive and final
testimony to the point that under the Law, “every
transgression and disobedience received a just
recompense of reward.”
1. MILMAN.
“The sanction on which the Hebrew Law was founded is
extraordinary. The lawgiver (Moses) maintains a
profound silence on that fundamental article, if not of
political, at least of religious legislation – rewards
and punishments in another life. He substituted
temporal chastisements and temporal blessings. On the
violation of the constitution followed inevitably
blighted harvests, famine, pestilence, defeat,
captivity; on its maintenance, abundance, health,
fruitfulness, victory, independence. How wonderfully
the event verified the prediction of the inspired
legislator! how invariably apostasy led to adversity –
repentance and reformation to prosperity!”
2. BISHOP WARBURTON.
“In the Jewish Republic, both the rewards and
punishments promised by Heaven were temporal only. Such
as health, long life, peace, plenty, and dominion, &c.
Diseases, premature death, war, famine, want,
subjections, and captivity, &c. And in no one place of
the Mosaic Institutes is there the least mention, or
any intelligible hint, of the rewards and punishments
of another life.
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“When Solomon restored the integrity of religion, he
addressed a long prayer to the God of Israel,
consisting of one solemn petition for the continuance
of the old covenant, made by the ministry of Moses. He
gives an exact account of all its parts, and explains
at large the sanctions of the Jewish Law and Religion.
And here, as in the writings of Moses, we find nothing
but temporal rewards and punishments.” Warburton, and
also Whateley, quoted below, take ground that the
doctrine of a future existence is not recognized in the
Old Testament. In this they are wrong, as we have
attempted to show in the fifth section of this chapter.
3. ARNAULD. This author is quoted by Warburton, who
calls him “a great and shining ornament of the Gallican
(Catholic) church.”
His testimony is the following: “It is the height of
ignorance to doubt this truth, which is one of the most
common of the Christian Religion, and which is attested
by all the Fathers, that the promises of the Old
Testament were temporal and earthly, and that the Jews
worshipped God only for earthly blessings (les biens
charnels).”
4. PALEY.
“This (Mosaic) dispensation dealt in temporal rewards
and punishments. In the 28th of Deuteronomy you find
Moses, with prodigious solemnity, pronouncing the
blessings and cursings which awaited the children of
Israel under the dispensation to which they were called.
And you will observe, that these blessings consisted
altogether of worldly benefits, and these curses of
worldly punishments.”
5. PROF. WINES.
“It is conceded that Moses did not annex to his laws
the promised joys and threatened terrors of
eternity…The Hebrew legislator was restrained from
annexing future punishments as sanctions to his laws,
by considerations arising out of the character of his
mission.”
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6. JAHN, whose excellent work is a text-book in Andover
Theological Seminary, says: “We have not authority,
therefore, decidedly to say, that any other motives
were held out to the ancient Hebrews to pursue good and
avoid evil, than those which were derived from the
rewards and punishments of this life.”
7. PROF. MAYER, late of the Theological Seminary of the
Reformed Dutch Church, in Pennsylvania, has the
following in a recent volume of Sermons: “It is evident
to the careful reader that, both in the book of Job and
in the Pentateuch, the divine judgment which is spoken
of is always a judgment that takes place in this life;
and the rewards which are promised to the righteous,
and the punishments that are threatened to the wicked,
are such only as are awarded in the present state of
being… No mention is anywhere made, in the writings of
Moses, of a judgment at the end of this world. The idea
that God is the judge of the world, pervades them
everywhere; but it has always relation to this earthly
existence.”
8. ARCHBISHOP WHATELEY. After a lengthy argument on the
subject, he says: “Is not, then, the conclusion
inevitable, that, if the doctrine of future retribution
had been to be revealed, or any traditional knowledge
of it confirmed, we should have found it explicitly
stated, and still more frequently repeated than the
temporal sanctions of the Law? And when, instead of
anything like this, we have set before us a few
scattered texts, which, it is contended, allude to, or
imply, this doctrine, can it be necessary to examine
whether they are rightly interpreted? Surely it is a
sufficient reply, to say that, if Moses had intended to
inculcate such doctrine, he would have clearly stated
and dwelt on it in almost every page. Nor is it easy to
conceive how any man of even ordinary intelligence, and
not blinded by devoted attachment to an hypothesis, can
attentively peruse the books of the Law, abounding as
they do with such copious descriptions of the temporal
rewards and punishments which sanction that Law, and
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with such earnest admonitions grounded on that sanction,
and yet can bring himself seriously to believe that the
doctrine of a state of retribution after death, which
it cannot be contended is even mentioned, however
slightly, in more than a very few passages, formed a
part of the Mosaic revelation.”
Such is the testimony of these learned men, all of
them believers in the doctrine of future endless
punishment, but compelled by their superior knowledge
to confess that the doctrine is not revealed, or
alluded to by Moses, nor in any way made the motive of
obedience to the laws he promulgated as the servant of
God. Nothing but the strongest array of facts, nothing
but the utter impossibility of finding any trace of it
in the institutes of the old dispensation, could have
induced these men to take a position so fatal to the
truth of this doctrine; to make acknowledgements which
render it forever impossible to establish the doctrine
in harmony with Divine justice and honor. But the
statements of these men, and the truth of our argument,
are both confirmed by still higher authority. In his
epistle to the Hebrews, Paul himself gives this
positive and final testimony to the point, that under
the Law, “every transgression and disobedience received
a just recompense of reward.”
2For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast,
and every transgression and disobediencereceived a
just recommence of reward;
"That is, it was an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth,
etc. (see Exod. 21:23–25). There was nothing cruel or
unnatural about any of this, as modern humanists would
have you believe. Strangely, the humanists (who are all
evolutionists) refuse to recognize the laws of nature
when the problem of SIN comes up. Homosexuals receive a
recommence they deserve (Rom. 1:27), in their own
bodies, without the law courts doing anything. The
flesh reaps what it sows (Gal. 6:7–8) under the law or
under grace. When you jump off the Empire State
Building, you do NOT “defy the laws of gravity.” You
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come under them, and they pay you back for what you
have coming."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S. Hebrews Commentary
"This ought to settle the question forever; for, if
every transgression actually received its just
punishment, then endless punishment cannot be true; or
if true, this statement is a grand mistake, or a
deliberate misrepresentation. The apostle Paul
certainly knew what he was writing, and could not have
made any mistake in the expression of his thoughts. If,
then, the words mean what they express, – if the text
is a true statement of facts and every transgression
did actually receive a just recompense or retribution,
– how is it possible to affirm that any one of these
transgressions will be punished over again with endless
torments, without charging God with the most monstrous
injustice and cruelty? It seems as if no honest mind,
no sincere believer in the authority of God’s word,
could appeal from a testimony so positive and
unmistakable as this.
"In the presence of such unimpeachable witnesses,
the question is reduced to its simplest form: either to
abandon the Bible argument, or to abandon the doctrine
of endless punishment. But we would not silence by mere
authority, but convince. The statement of the apostle
Paul is supported and illustrated by the whole course
of Bible history. It will be found that every instance
of disobedience was promptly met with its just
recompense. And it is a most instructive and morally
profitable study to follow the traces of this present
retribution, as they appear in the Old Testament. The
chosen people, in their passage through the wilderness,
sinned frequently and provoked their God to anger. They
are punished by hunger and thirst, fire belched forth
from the bowels of the Earth, and consumed some of the
offenders, a plague came down upon them, fiery serpents
invaded their camp, and stung great numbers of the
people, their journey was drawn out into a weary
wandering for forty years in a barren desert, and
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Finally, there were but two of that whole generation who
were suffered to enter into the land of promise. Moses
and Aaron, the two leaders of the host, although
faithful in the main, yet having sinned, the one by
anger, and the other by countenancing the people in
their idolatry, are not permitted to set foot on Canaan.
The sons of Eli disgrace the office of the priesthood
by their unholy acts; a sentence from on high is
pronounced against them, and they are slain as they
bore the ark in battle with the Philistines. Balaam
contends against Israel in spite of God’s command to
the contrary, and in return for his frowardness is
killed in battle. The whole career of Saul bears
testimony to a system of temporal retribution.
Throughout his reign he was guilty of continual
declensions from the law of that God who had given him
the scepter, and accordingly he was visited with
frequent reverses; his unchecked passions distempered
his mind, and subjected him to seasons of madness and
frenzy; his life is poisoned with jealousy, fear and
remorse, and at length, when he had refused reproof and
persisted in sin, he dies by his own hand on the field
of battle. David, the man after God’s own heart, is
guilty of the heavy offenses of adultery and murder; he
is expressly punished by the death of the child, and
there was a series of misfortunes from this time to the
close of his reign, which were sent as further
chastisements of his dark crimes. Joab is guilty of
deeds of wanton violence and bloodshed. Prosperity
attends him throughout the reign of David, but under
Solomon his sin finds him out, and he who had ‘shed the
blood of war in peace’ is in his turn slain by the
sword. Solomon carries too far the indulgence given the
Jewish monarchs of a plurality of wives. His wisdom
raised him above their evil influence during the vigor
of his life, but in his declining years his wives
become a snare to him, seduce him to adopt their
idolatrous practices, and leave it a matter of
considerable doubt whether the wise king really died in
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the faith of his fathers. Jeroboam encouraged his
people in the worship of idols, and, in consequence,
the favor of the Lord departed from him and his
household and kingdom. Ahab and Jezebel favored the
false prophets, insulted the prophets of the Lord,
practiced oppression, fraud and cruelty, and they are
notably punished for their dark offenses; the one is
slain in battle, the other is cast from her window and
devoured by the dogs. The princes and the people in
general having through many generations grievously
departed from the law of the Lord, they are carried
into captivity in Babylon, where during seventy years
they endure all the bitter evils of exile, bondage and
oppression. Nebuchadnezzar insults the majesty of
heaven by his pride, ambition, and ungodliness. He is
cast down from his high place, and he who aspired to be
equal with Jehovah is debased below the condition of
the meanest among men, being doomed during seven years
to herd with the beasts of the field, to feed with them
on the same fare, and to repair with them to the same
caverns. Belshazzar, forgetful of the warnings and the
judgments that befell his grandsire, exhibits the same
overweening arrogance, conjoined with profligacy and
profanity. Vengeance descends upon him in the hour of
his loftiest pride and exaltation. As he sat in the
midst of his nobles and captains, rioting in
drunkenness, sacrilege and licentiousness, a spectral
hand is seen by him to write his doom in mystical
characters on the wall, the sentence is expounded to
him by the prophet of the Lord, and that very night his
city was taken and sacked, he himself was slain, and
his kingdom was given to another. Haman cherishes a
deadly jealousy against the upright Mordecai, and
carries his hatred so far as to erect a gallows on
which he proposes to hang the object of his enmity. His
dark schemes are discovered and turned against himself,
and he and his sons are hanged on the gibbet which he
had prepared for another."
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Thus, we see how perfectly the facts illustrate
the declaration of the apostle, that under the law
“every transgression and disobedience received a just
recompense of reward.
How can we read about a God who says over and over
again in Scripture that he is "Just" and wants fairness
among his people; commands an "eye for an eye and tooth
for tooth" and then Himself tortures these same people
mercilessly for not tens of years, not hundreds of years,
not million's or years, not billions of years, not
trillions of years, not eons, but for eternity? A sinner
on this earth living for a millisecond of time, (in
comparison to eternity) being tortured for eons and
eons of time is not justice.
How can God send a Chinese man who never heard of
Jesus but worked hard to feed his family, committed
some sins like the rest of us, and died, to hell to
burn forever in agony? Isn’t the punishment way out of
proportion with the crime? How can trillions of years
of (endless) torture be the punishment for 100 years or
less of (a finite amount of) sin? Why would God operate
according to a system of justice so different than that
which He built in to us?
"God has been made so cruel, and this doctrine is
so unthinkable that it has probably created more
atheists, and caused more weak believers to fall away
than any other false teaching. The dread of Hell has
caused misery and mental anguish to countless millions
and instead of the horror of hell turning many to
God....many millions have been turned away from such an
unjust God."
-The Resurrection and Immortality, William Robert
West, Xulon Press, 2006, p. 313.
Clark H. Pinnock picks up on this theme as well:
"Let me say at the outset that I consider the concept
of hell as endless torment in body and mind an
outrageous doctrine, a theological and moral enormity,
a bad doctrine of the tradition which needs to be
changed. How can Christians possibly project a deity of
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such cruelty and vindictiveness whose ways include
inflicting everlasting torture upon His creatures,
however sinful they may have been? Surely a God who
would do such a thing is more nearly like Satan than
like God, at least by any ordinary moral standards, and
by the gospel itself. How can we possibly preach that
God has so arranged things that a number of his
creatures ... will undergo (in a state of complete
consciousness) physical and mental agony through
unending time? Is this not a most disturbing concept
which needs some second thoughts? Surely the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is no fiend; torturing
people without end is not what our God does. Does the
one who told us to love our enemies intend to wreak
vengeance on his own enemies for all eternity? As H.
Kång appropriately asks, "What would we think of a
human being who satisfied his thirst for revenge so
implacably and insatiably?"
- The Destruction of the Finally Impenitent by
Clark H. Pinnock McMaster Divinity
College Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, Pinncok article
defending Conditional Immortality
God is love.
1John 4:8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God
is love.
'Love is God' - NO - makes ANY kind of love right And
love is just one element; you're excluding hate. He can
also display hate.
'God is love' - A man who has God knows what to love
and how to love.
1b) The biblical meaning of the word "Destroy" in the
Bible usually refers to violent action causing physical
death, physical death here on Earth.
This topic is being introduced at the very onset
of this document to clarify that believe there is no
biblical support for the annihilation of human beings.
There is no Scriptural support for annihilation
The Bible does not support the annihilation
perspective.
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"Some people, although they realize that hell is a mistranslation, still argue
that when most of Mankind is killed and thrown into the lake of fire, that’s it –
they'll never rise again, but will cease to exist. This idea is called “annihilationism”;.
Annihilationists believe that those who don’t believe in this age will cease to exist
when they are killed and thrown into the lake of fire – they’ll die, and never rise
again. They often point to Scriptures that say God will “destroy sinners”, etc.

There are two problems with this belief. 1) It
artificially adds the meaning of permanence to the word
and concept of “destruction”. The word/concept
“destruction” is unclear in and of itself and does not
carry the meaning of permanence unless clearly stated.
One cannot just assume that something that is
“destroyed” will never recover or rise or have any
activity after its destruction. 2) God would have to
permanently discard or destroy the spirit of each human
being that returns (unconsciously) to Him at death (Ecc.
12:7) – and there is no evidence whatsoever that God
does that or will ever do that to any human being’s
spirit. The idea of spiritual death also is meaningless
in this context. Indeed, the idea of the death of the
spirit is notably absent from the pages of Scripture.

Verses used by annihilation supporters
Evildoers not covered with the blood of Christ will vanish like smoke Psalms 37:20 But the wicked shall perish, and the enemies of the LORD [shall be] as the fat of
lambs: they shall consume; into smoke shall they consume away.
"Verse 20 shows plainly that the brazen altar was a type of two things: Hell* (God’s judgment
on sinners in eternity) and the Advent (God’s judgment on sinners at the end of the time of Jacob’s
“troubles”)."
Ruckman, Psalms Commentary
They will perish, they will be no more (Psalm 37:10), you will not be able to find them (Psalm
37:10)
Psalms 37:10 For yet a little while, and the wicked [shall] not [be]: yea, thou shalt diligently
consider his place, and it [shall] not [be].
"Observe that remarkable date of the Advent given again as “a little while” (vs. 10)."
Ruckman, Psalms Commentary
Both their bodies and souls will be destroyed (Matthew 10:28)
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather
fear him which is able to destroy both soul* and body in hell.
*Whenever you see an annihilationist pointing to a Scripture statement about the
“destruction” of sinners, etc., upon careful examination you will notice that there is no
proof that it means “permanently, as in death from which they will never arise”, and that
the annihilationist is inventing that concept and creatively/artificially superimposing it upon
the word “destruction”.
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The wicked shall be no more:
Psalms 1:4 The ungodly [are] not so: but [are] like the chaff which the wind driveth away.
"Here the ungodly man is contrasted with the godly man. His kind are like “chaff,” which
is the worthless residue from threshed grain that is tossed up by the winnowing fan and blown
away. Three things are true about them:
1. They shall not be able to “stand in the judgment,” (i.e., they will fall down).
2. They will not appear in the “congregation of the righteous” (defined in Heb. 12:22–23).
3. Their way (and their ways) shall perish (see Ps. 49:12, 17–20)."
Proverbs 10:25 As the whirlwind passeth, so [is] the wicked no [more]: but the righteous [is] an
everlasting foundation.
" The primary doctrinal reference is, of course, to the Second Advent. Notice how much of what
follows can be placed on the beginning of the Millennium where it relates to the state of the
righteous and the wicked at that time: verses 27–28,30. In the Millennium (and right at the end of
the Tribulation) it is true that:
“The righteous is an everlasting foundation” (vs. 25)."
Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Proverbs Commentary
Obadiah 16 For as ye have drunk upon my holy mountain, [so] shall all the heathen drink
continually, yea, they shall drink, and they shall swallow down, and they shall be as though they
had not been.
" Actually, in the Millennium there'll be no evidence of the nations that were there during and
before the Tribulation. Any evidence of the nations that will be destroyed will be complexly
obliterated. God will do it so powerfully it will be as if they'd never been." - Dr. Estep
Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.
The word 'burneth' means combustion, or to consume. The Greeks interpreted
combustion in terms of philosophical doctrines, one of which was that a certain “inflammable
principle” was contained in all combustible bodies and this principle escaped when the body was
burned to react with air. To consume does not mean to annihilate, for there is no such
thing as annihilation in the absolute sense. When fire consumes a log it does not
destroy any of the elements within the log, it merely changes their form.
Combustion is the process by which chemicals combine to form new chemicals.
For example,: a tree might be cut down, sawed into fire wood, and burned. When the
wood is burning the heat causes the chemicals of which the wood is composed to
vaporize, mixing with the oxygen in the air to form new chemicals, including water and
the gas carbon dioxide. So what was formerly a tree is no longer identified as the form
of a tree, but the substance thereof is now simply changed into a different form and
exists in its new form within the atmosphere as water, carbon dioxide, etc. Thus, bum,
means to change. Furthermore, it is interesting to note that fire does not burn down; it
always burns up; it seeks the highest level. And all that it consumes "goes up in smoke,"
to exist in a new form in a higher dimension. Even if you take a pan of water and place it
over a fire, before long the water will take on the property of the fire and will begin to go
up in steam. to burn means to change, and the change is always upward in its motion.
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Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and
murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall
have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the
second death.

"FIRE is the heat and light that you feel and see when something burns. It takes
heat to start a fire, but once the fire is started it produces heat that keeps the process
going. Thus, fire is really HEAT and LIGHT. In our study of the lake that burns with fire
and brimstone we were helped by the understanding given by Charles Pridgeon his
scholarly work on the subject of BRIMSTONE. He says: "The Lake of Fire and
Brimstone signifies a fire burning with brimstone; the word 'brimstone' or sulphur defines
the character of the fire. The Greek word THEION translated 'brimstone' is exactly the
same word THEION which means 'divine.' Sulphur was sacred to the deity among the
ancient Greeks; and was used to fumigate, to purify, and to cleanse and consecrate to
the deity; for this purpose they burned it in their incense. In Homer's Iliad (16:228), one
is spoken of as purifying a goblet with fire and brimstone. The verb derived from
THEION is THEIOO, which means to hallow, to make Divine, or to dedicate to a god."
(See Liddell and Scott Greek-English Lexicon, 1897 Edition). To any Greek, or any
trained in the Greek language, a 'lake of fire and brimstone' would mean a 'lake of divine
purification.

Theion definitions
(archaic) The divine, especially a divine fire.
noun
(archaic) Sulfur, especially in the context of fire and brimstone.
noun
The idea of judgment need not be excluded. Divine purification and Divine
consecration are the plain meaning in ancient Greek.
Are the judgments of God permanent? Isaiah says,
Isaiah 26:9 With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me
will I seek thee early: for when thy judgments [are] in the earth, the inhabitants of the
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world will learn righteousness.
And Matthew 12:20 says,
Matthew 12:20 A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench,
till he send forth judgment unto victory.
Judgment, therefore, is not an eternal condition, but it is given to produce that
victory. Judgments of themselves do not save anyone, but they are used by God to
bring one to one's self, to effect a change of attitude and will, to consume away the
stubbornness and rebellion of men. Punishment by fire is a beneficent one. "Our GOD is
a consuming fire" (Heb. 12:29).
Review: The Bible says, “The wages of sin is death” (not hell!).
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the gift of God [is] eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
The punishment for sin is not hell or torture, it is death–
unconsciousness. Death is a very humane, yet just, punishment for sin -

Death** (Unconsciousness): The Perfectly Fair Punishment For
Sin
Unconsciousness, “sleep”, death, your soul*** (consciousness)
going to “the unseen” –pick your word or phrase – is a very just and fair
punishment for sin. The punishment of death fits the crime of sin perfectly.
The pagan concept of eternal (trillions upon trillions of years of endless)
torture, burning and screaming, as a punishment would be way out of
proportion with any crime it is possible to commit in a mere 100 years (or in
many cases, much less) on this Earth. The unrepentant sinner’s life will end
mercifully in the lake of fire.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the gift of God** [is] eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord***.

◄ 2288. θάνατος (thanatos*) ►
Strong's Concordance
thanatos: death
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Original Word: θάνατος, ου, ὁ
Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine
Transliteration: thanatos
Phonetic Spelling: (than'-at-os)
Definition: death
Usage: death, physical or spiritual.
HELPS Word-studies
2288 thánatos (derived from 2348 /thnḗskō, "to die") – physical or spiritual death; (figuratively)
separation from the life (salvation) of God forever by dying without first experiencing death to
self to receive His gift of salvation.

Some claim that in Romans 6:23 the verse is talking about the results of a
Christian’s service. and the context of verse 23 is about a Christian refusing to
yield to sin and yielding himself to God. If a Christian serves sin, he brings death
on himself. when a Christian receives “the gift of God…eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord,” he is separated from his sin. He no longer need serve it. He can
allow “eternal life” to bear holiness in his life. We will prove below that Romans
6:23 speaks not of spiritual death , but physical death, as we prove in this
document.
** "The meaning of “gift” in the phrase “the gift of God” or “the gift from
God.” The noun is a very familiar word in Greek (charisma) (G5486
above). Without exception, the word refers to spiritual or grace gifts given to the
individual believer mediated by the Holy Spirit. It is never used as a synonym for
eternal life anywhere in Scripture. This is highly significant. The usage in
Romans 5:15, 16 where Paul is contrasting the sin of Adam with the spiritual gift
of the Second Adam should be determinative here in Romans 6:23. Romans 5 is
the larger context for Romans 6:23. When we note further the statement in
Romans 5:5 that the Holy Spirit “was given” to believers and that sin as a spirit is
being contrasted with the spirit of holiness mentioned in Romans 1:4, it is easy to
see the fallacy of equating “the gift of God” with eternal life in this passage. What
then do we receive as a gift when we come to believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ? We receive the “gift of justification” in Romans 3:23. We also receive the
“gift of the Holy Spirit” in Romans 5:15, 17, but we never in Romans do we
receive eternal life as a gift."
*** "The last issue in Romans 6:23, is to determine the location of the
prepositional phrase “in Christ Jesus our Lord.” It is apparent that this phrase
should modify “the gift of God” rather than “eternal life.” The reason is because of
the distinction between being “with Christ” and “in Christ.” Usually the phrase
“with Christ” refers to our identification with Christ’s death, burial, and
resurrection or the future kingdom to come. Everything in between is described as
being “in Christ.” So, if eternal life is a future experience of the people of God in
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this verse, then the grace-gift of imparted righteousness or the Holy Spirit is
necessary to attain to eternal life since it is the means of dealing with the remaining
power of indwelling sin and actually producing the righteous results in our lives that
qualify us for the kingdom to come. "
"Like Romans 6:23, Matthew 25:46 draws a contrast between death and life. The
righteous have the free gift of life and the wicked have a wage of death. The righteous is
graced with age-lasting life and the wicked is paid with age-lasting death. Punishment is
distributed accordingly in line with one’s crimes. God is a just judge and will render
to each person what is due. The logistics of how God will render punishment
through fire is concealed. God is the judge and will determine and perform it
accordingly."
Regarding Thanatos Consider:
* Thanatos (#G2288 θάνατος). Thanatos means “death; the

termination of physical life” Thanatos is also used in
to reference to the second death — the destruction of
both soul (self) and body in the lake of fire. In fact,
the Greek word translated as “death” in the phrase “the
second death” is thanatos. For instance, ‘He that
overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death
(thanatos). Could it be stated any plainer? The wages
for sin is shown to be death and eternal life is a gift
from God, not something people already have. This is
consistently expressed from Genesis to Revelation. The
difference between wages and a gift is that wages are
earned while a gift is free. Jesus paid the death
penalty that we’ve all learned so that we can have the
free gift of eternal life. The LORD did this so that we
could fellowship with him forever instead of reaping
the wages of sin, which is death.
The Greek word thanatos (THAYN-ah-tohs) simply
means “death” (Strong 35), the express opposite of
life according to Romans 8:38, and therefore the
cessation of conscious existence. Thanatos is most
often used in the Bible simply in reference to the
death that all human beings must one day experience the
first death (e.g. Acts 23:29). The first death
therefore refers at least to the cessation of conscious
existence in the physical realm.
Thanatos is also used in reference to the second
death—the destruction in the lake of fire. In fact, the
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Greek word translated as “death” in the phrase “the
second death” is thanatos.
Revelation 2:11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh
shall not be hurt of the second death.

Sin Brings Physical Death
The end of the road for sin is always death:
James 1:14-15 clearly says that “sin, when it is fullgrown, gives birth to death (thanatos).” Note that sin
ultimately gives birth to death, (not being cast into
everlasting fiery torment). Resurrection will result
in judgment followed by being cast into the lake of
fire, where conscious suffering is of a limited
duration. Thus, obtaining salvation while alive is of
paramount importance.
James 1:14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn
away of his own lust, and enticed.
James 1:15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth
forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth
death.
James 1:15 describes how temptation produces
desires that gives birth to sin; and finally, sin
brings forth death. A standing interpretation is that
James refers to the “sin unto death This is emphasized
again later in James:
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“'converteth

the sinner' - what we
say when we talk about getting saved” – Dr. Estep
“A “soul” is in danger of DYING in verse 20
Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. General Epistles Vol. 1
(James, 1 - 2 Peter Commentary)
James 5:20 Let him know, that he which converteth the
sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from
death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.

When Paul told the Romans that the wages of sin is
death he was not trying to confuse them. Paul knew that
the Roman people had always used the word 'Thanatos' to
simply mean death&. Knowing that, Paul told them that
the wages of sin is Thanatos (death). He chose death
because the Romans knew what the word death meant.
“Death” (Greek: thanatos). Its counterpart in Romans
6:23 is the gift of “eternal life” for the believer.
The 'wages of sin' will be the sinner’s loss of life
(death) at judgment time. It is their 'second death',
which ends (not preserves) their body and soul’s living
forever. Sin causes our first death and if people are
not saved, it will eventually cause their second death.
The statement, “the wages ‘of’ sin,” is a subjective
genitive and means “the wages paid by sin”.
1John 5:16 If any man see his brother sin a sin [which
is] not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him
life for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin
unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it.
Here someone has to see him “sinning a sin.” This
would seem to rule out any hidden sins or internal
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mental processes. The sin that is observed is a
special kind of sin. It has to “result in death.”.
and the verse applies to unbelievers (OT+NT) in the
sense that they, in their sin, are dead to God. Both
believers and unbelievers can experience death, and the
only solution for both is the free gift of eternal life
through Jesus Christ (In the OT salvation had to be
earned). When we sin, death inevitably follows:
Romans 5:21 That as sin hath reigned unto death, even
so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal
life by Jesus Christ our Lord.
Romans 5:21 says, “sin hath reigned untodeath.” The
two are inseparably bound together. Sin always
brings death.
Romans 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.
Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into
the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon
all men, for that all have sinned:
- Sin and death are always 'living' together. They
are the two sides of the same coin. We see the same
throughout Romans 8 in verses 6, 10, and 13. Sin and
death are inseparable. Paul then moved from the action
of disobedience (and death) in one man to the actions
of disobedience (and death) in all men, meaning all
people, men and women. What is the meaning of the
statement that “death came to all men, because all
sinned”? How has it come about that all have sinned so
that all die? Paul’s statement, that death has come
upon all people because of Adam’s disobedience, has
given rise to differing theological explanations and
comments. It seems to us that there is only one
explanation that is satisfactory. Adam was the
progenitor of the whole human race. Every human being
has descended from Adam. After Adam sinned and God’s
penalty of death was passed upon him, Adam and his
subsequent descendants could only beget sinners, so
that all people without exception come under the
sentence of death.
Psalms 51:5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in
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sin did my mother conceive me.
These words should indicate to us that every
descendant of Adam is not only born with the taint of
sin, but is tainted by Adam’s sin from the moment of
conception.
So, as we come to Romans 6:23, we should not wonderas
if this connection between sin and death is anything
new. It is not a new teaching from Paul. The first preacher
of this was God Himself in the Garden of Eden.It was God who
said, “In the day that you eat of this tree you will surely
die.”

Strong’s
Concordance
◄ 4191. muth ►
muth: to die
Original Word: מוּת
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: muth
Phonetic Spelling: (mooth)
Definition: to die
Exhaustive NAS Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
to die
NASB Translation
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body (1), bring about my death (1), bring death (1), caused the death (1), certainly die (1),
certainly put (1), certainly put me to death (1), corpse (2), dead (104), dead man (1), dead* (2),
deadly* (1), death (21), deceased (5), destroy (2), die (214), die shall be put (1), died (167), dies
(30), dying (1), kill (13), killed (24), killing (2), kills (4), means kill (2), mortally (3), must die
(1), perished* (1), put (4), put her to death (1), put him to death (1), put him to death (2, put his
to death (1), put me to death (1), put me to death (3), put me to death (1), put some to death (1),
put the to death (3), put their to death (1), put them to death (1), put them to death (8), put to
death (62), put us to death (2), put you to death (6), puts him to death (1), putting to death (1),
slay (7), surely be put to death (56), surely we will kill (1), surely will die (1), surely die (16),
surely* (1), took life (2).
Brown-Driver-Briggs
 מוּתverb die (Late Hebrew id. (rare); Assyrian mâtu DlHWB 395, Arabic

, Ethiopic

,

Aramaic מוּת,  ִמית,
; Nabataean  מותEutNab 14, 6; Zinjirli  מתDHMSendsch. Glossary); —
Qal Perfect3masculine singular ת
ֵ מ
Genesis 42:38 +; 3 feminine
Genesis 35:18 +; 2 masculine singular תה
ֶ מ
ַ Ezekiel
sin g ul a r ה
28:8; singular תי
מ
ִַ ו
ָ
Genesis 19:19; 3masculine plural תוּ
֫ מ
ֵ
Genesis s i ngular
7:22 +; 1 plural נוּ
ְ מ
ת
ַ
Numbers 14:2; 2 Kings 7:4; נוּ
ְָ מת
Numbers 14:9 +; Imperfect ָימוּתGenesis 38:11 +; ת
ֹימ
ָDeuteronomy
33:6 +; ת
יּמ
֫ו
ָGenesis
ַ
11:28 +; 1 singular  אָמוּתGenesis 26:9 +;
ת
מ2ֻ אָSamuel 19:38; ה
אָמוּת
ָ Genesis 46:30; 3masculine plural יוּתוּ
֫
֫ מ
ָ
1 Samuel 2:23 +; תוּן
ְי מ
ֻNumbers 16:29; 3feminine plural נה
ָת
תמוּ
ֶ
֫ ְ
Ezekiel 13:19 (Ges§ 72, 5) +; Imperative ת
ֻ מ
Deuteronomy 32:50; Job
2:9; Infinitive absolute  מ תGenesis 2:17 +; construct מוּת
Genesis 25:32 +; suffix י
מוּת
ִ 2 Samuel 19:1; ן
ת
ָ מ
ֻ
2 Samuel 20:3,
etc.; Participle ת
 ֵ מGenesis 20:3 +; suffix י
ִ מ
ת
ֵ Genesis 23:4 +;
feminine singular ה
ָ מ
ת
ֵ
Genesis 30:1; Zechariah 11:9; plural ים
ִ מ
ת
ֵ
Exodus 12:33 +; construct י
 ֵ מIsaiah 22:2 +; suffix ¿י
ת
ת
ֶ מ
ֵ Isaiah
26:19; —
1 die, of natural or other causes:
a. (1) of man, ו
ע
יּג
ִו
ְַ ת
יּמ
 ַָוand he expired and died Genesis 25:8
( + ה
ֶב
בי
ְש
ֵ
ה
ָ ב
ט, see below), Genesis 25:17; Genesis 35:29 (P);
ת
יּמ
ר ַָו
קּב
יּ
ֵו
ַָ Judges 10:2,5; Judges 8:32; Judges 12:7,10,12,15; 2
ִ
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Samuel 17:23; תיו וימלך
ַתח
ְ
ָ
 וימתand he died and — reigned in his
stead Genesis 36:33,34,35,36,37,38,39 (P), 2 Samuel 10:1 = 1
Chronicles 19:1; 2 Kings 1:17; 2 Kings 8:15; 2 Kings 13:24; 1
Chronicles 1:44,45,46,47,48,49,50; ה וימת
ָב
בי
ְש
ֵ
ה
ָ ב
 טand he died
in a good old age 1 Chronicles 29:28 (+ Genesis 25:8, see above);
as the result of smiting  הכהExodus 21:18,20,22 (E); + במלחמה
Deuteronomy 20:5,6,7; 2 Samuel 19:11; רב
ַבח
ֶ
Jeremiah 11:22; ברעב
Jeremiah 11:22;  הדעב מפניJeremiah 38:9; ר
ְֶבדב
Jeremiah 21:6;
 באבןNumbers 35:17,23 (P); ה
מפ
גּ
ֵב
ָ
ַ
Numbers 14:37; Numbers 17:14;
Numbers 25:9 (P). (2) figurative of wisdom, ָתמוּת
ה
ָ ח
כ
מ
ְ
ם
כ
ֶמע
ִ
ָ
Job
12:22; of courage, ת
יּמ
ַָו
רב
ְבק
ִ
and his heart died within him
1 Samuel 25:37. — 2 Samuel 2:31 strike out ֵ מתוּ
compare ᵐ5.
We Dr Kit But,
b. of animals Leviticus 11:39; cattle Genesis 33:13 (J), fish
Exodus 7:18 (E), frogs Exodus 8:9 (J), lion Ecclesiastes 9:4,
worm Isaiah 66:24; ב
תֶכל
מ,ֵdead dog (in proverb) 1 Samuel 24:15;
2 Samuel 9:8; 2 Samuel 16:9.
c. a tree Job 14:8.
d. ח
ז
ב
ֵ י
ִ
ְ
ים
ִ מ
ת
ֵ
Psalm 106:28 sacrifices to the dead (idols).
2 die as a penalty = be put to death:
a. by human authority Genesis 42:20; Exodus 10:28; Exodus 21:14
(E), Genesis 44:9; Joshua 2:14 (J), Leviticus 20:20 (H), Numbers
35:12,30 (twice in verse) (P), especially D, Deuteronomy 17:2,6;
Deuteronomy 18:20; Deuteronomy 19:12; Deuteronomy 22:22,25;
Deuteronomy 24:7; Judges 6:30; 1 Samuel 14:43,45 (twice in
verse); 1 Samuel 19:24; Jeremiah 38:24; יּוּמת מ ת,
ָ die = be put to
a violent death ( > AV RV surely die), 1 Samuel 14:39,44; 1
Samuel 22:16; 1 Kings 2:37,42 (all Judaic), Jeremiah 26:8, all
of capital punishment; 2 Kings 8:10 (Ehpraimitic source) cf
assassination; ת מ ת
יוּמ
ַ be put to a violent death, in the codes of
Exodus 21:12,15,16,17; Exodus 22:18 (E), Leviticus
20:2,9,10,11,12,13,15,16,27; Leviticus 24:16,17 (H), Exodus
31:14,15; Numbers 15:35; Numbers 35:16,17,18,21,31; Leviticus
27:29 (P; never in D; D uses verb, either Qal or Hiph`il,
without infinitive absolute); it is used in narratives Genesis
26:11 (J), Exodus 19:12 (E), Judges 21:5.  ׳מis preceded by רגם
Numbers 15:36 (P), Deuteronomy 21:21; 1 Kings 12:18 2Chronicles
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10:18; 1 Kings 21:13;  סקלDeuteronomy 13:11; Deuteronomy 17:5;
Deuteronomy 22:21,24; 1 Kings 21:10,13,14,15;  פגע1 Kings
2:25,46;  רמס2 Kings 7:17,20; ביד
ְַ
גּל
ֹ א
ֵJoshua 20:9 (P).
b. inflicted by God, Genesis 20:3; Genesis 20:19; Joshua 10:11
(E), Genesis 3:3; Genesis 38:11; Exodus 11:5; Exodus 12:36 (J),
Exodus 28:35; Exodus 30:20 (twice in verse); Leviticus 8:35;
Leviticus 10:2,6,7,9; Leviticus 16:1,2,13; Numbers 3:4; Numbers
4:19,20; Numbers 14:35; Numbers 17:14; Numbers 17:28; Numbers
17:35; Numbers 18:3; Numbers 18:32; Numbers 26:11; Numbers 26:61
(P), Deuteronomy 5:22 (twice in verse); Deuteronomy 18:16;
Judges 6:23; 1 Samuel 5:12; 1 Samuel 12:19; 1 Samuel 25:17,38,39;
2 Samuel 6:7; 2 Samuel 12:13; 1 Kings 19:4; 2 Kings 14:6
2Chronicles 25:4; 1 Chronicles 24:2; 2Chronicles 13:20; 2 Kings
19:35 = Isaiah 37:36; Ezekiel 3:20; Ezekiel 18:4,20,21,28;
Ezekiel 33:15; ָימוּת מ תGenesis 2:17; Genesis 3:4 (J), Genesis
20:7 (E), Judges 13:21,22; 2 Samuel 12:14; 2 Samuel 14:14; 2
Kings 1:4,6,16 (all Judaic), Numbers 26:65 (P), Ezekiel 3:18;
Ezekiel 33:8,14; יוּת מ ת
 ַ מEzekiel 18:13,  יהוה בידExodus 16:3 (P);
 בחטאLeviticus 22:9 (H), Numbers 27:3 (P), 2 Kings 14:6
2Chronicles 25:4;  למות חטא לשאתNumbers 18:22 (P);  בחטאתEzekiel
3:20; Ezekiel 18:24;  בטמאהLeviticus 15:21 (P);  ביוןJeremiah
31:30; Ezekiel 3:18,19; Ezekiel 18:17,18; Ezekiel 33:8,9; לא
 זמתו עון ישאוExodus 28:43; Numbers 4:15 (P);  בעולEzekiel 18:26;
Ezekiel 33:13,18;  עול עלEzekiel 18:26;  במעל1 Chronicles 10:13.
c. die, perish, of a nation by divine judgment, Moab Amos 2:2,
Ephraim Hosea 13:1;  ישראל ביתEzekiel 18:31; Ezekiel 33:1.
d. die prematurely, by neglect of wise moral conduct Proverbs
5:23; Proverbs 10:21; Proverbs 15:10; Proverbs 19:16; Proverbs
23:13; EC Proverbs 7:17. —
עלם. Note. On (ן
בל
)ֵ
ַוּת
עמ
ַֿל
Psalm 9:1; Psalm 48:15 see ה
ָ ע
ל
מ
ַ
ְ
below II.
Po`lel. Perfect3masculine singular suffix ני
ִַת
ְ
 מJeremiah 20:17;
1singularתת
ִמ
ַ
ֹ
 י2 Samuel 1:16; Imperfect3masculine singular
suffix הוּ
ימת
ְְ1 Samuel 17:51; 3feminine singular ֵ ת
ֹ
ֵ
ְתמ
Psalm
34:22; 1singular suffix הוּ
מת
ֵא
ְֲ
ֹ
2 Samuel 1:10; Imperative suffix
ני
ְת
ִמ
ֵ Judges 9:54; ני
ִת
ֵמ
ְ2 Samuel 1:9; infinitive  מ ֵתPsalm
ֹ
109:16; Participle ֵ ת
ְ מ
1 Samuel 14:13; — kill, put to death,
despetch (intensive), absolute 1 Samuel 14:13, elsewhere with
accusative Judges 9:54; 1 Samuel 17:51; 2 Samuel 1:9,10,16;
Jeremiah 20:17; Psalm 34:22; Psalm 109:16.
Hiph`il Perfect3masculine singular ית
ִ ה
מ
ֵ
Judges 16:30 +; suffix
מנ
ה
ת
ִָו
ֱ
ִ
ֶ
Jeremiah 41:8; 3feminine singular
sf . הוּ
יתת
ְָה
מ
2Chronicles
ֱ
ִ
22:11; 2 masculine singular תה
ָ ה
מ
ֵ
ַ
Numbers
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14:15; 1singular suffix תיו
ִ
י
מ
ִ ה
ֲ
(read תיו
ִ)ה
מ
ֲ1 Samuel 17:35;
3masculine plural יתוּ
ִ ה
מ
ֵ
1 Samuel 30:2 +, etc.; Imperfect ית
ָימ
ִ
Numbers 35:19 +; ת
יּמ
֫ו
ֶGenesis
ָ
ַ
38:10 +; suffix הוּ
ֵת
י
ְימ
ִ1 Kings
13:24 +; יוּנּ
ֶ מ
ת
ִNumbers 35:19 +; Imperative suffix ני
ְ
ֵת
ִ
י
ִ ה
מ
ֲ
1
Samuel 20:8; plural יתוּ
מ
ִ ה
ָ
1 Samuel 22:17; Infinitive absolute
ת
ֵ ה
מ
ָ
2 Kings 11:15 +; construct ית
ִ ה
מ
ָ
Leviticus 20:4 +; Participle
ית
ִ מ
ֵ
1 Samuel 2:6; pl, ים
ִת
י
ִ מ
ְ
2 Kings 17:26; Job 33:22; ים
ִ מ
ת
ְ
Jeremiah 26:15; — kill, put to death
1 absolute Job 9:23, elsewhere with accusative, subject man,
a. of killing men in personal combat, or in war, often preceded
by  הכהsmite Joshua 10:26; Joshua 11:17; Joshua 17:50 +; of
destroying a city 2 Samuel 20:19 (""  השחית2 Samuel 20:20).
b. by authority, especially in capital punishment Exodus 1:16
(E), Leviticus 20:4 (H), Numbers 35:19 (twice in verse); Numbers
35:21 (P), Deuteronomy 9:10; Deuteronomy 17:7; Judges 20:13; 1
Samuel 11:12; 1 Samuel 28:9; 2 Samuel 14:7,32; 2 Samuel 21:4; 1
Kings 2:26,34; 1 Kings 11:40; 1 Kings 19:17 (twice in verse); 2
Kings 14:6 2Chronicles 25:4; Isaiah 11:4; Jeremiah 26:15,21,24;
Jeremiah 38:15,16,25; Esther 4:11; חב
ַבר
ֶ
1 Kings 1:51; 1 Kings
2:8; 2 Kings 11:20 2Chronicles 23:21; ת
ֵ ה
מ
ָ
ית
ָימ
ִJudges 15:13; 1
Kings 3:26,27; Jeremiah 26:19; Jeremiah 38:15.
2 subject God, by inflicting penalty, absolute Deuteronomy 32:39;
1 Samuel 2:6; 2 Kings 5:7, elsewhere with accusative Genesis
18:25; Genesis 38:7,10; Exodus 4:24; Numbers 14:15 (J),
Deuteronomy 9:28; Judges 13:23; 1 Samuel 2:25; 1 Samuel 5:10,11;
1 Chronicles 2:3; 1 Chronicles 10:14; Isaiah 65:15; Hosea 9:16;
 ברעבIsaiah 14:30;  בצמאHosea 2:5; of killing fish Psalm 105:29;
ְמ
ים
ִת
י
ִ מ
Job 33:22 executioners, angels of death.
3 of animals killing men, e.g. ox Exodus 21:29 (E), lion 1 Kings
13:24,26; 2 Kings 17:26.
4 bring to a premature death Proverbs 19:18; Proverbs 21:25.
Hoph`al Perfect הוּמת
ָ 2 Kings 11:2 +; 3 masculine plural תוּ
ְ ה
מ
ֻ
2
Samuel 21:9; Imperfect ת
יוּמ
ַ Leviticus 20:10 +; יוּת
 ָ מGenesis
26:11 +; Participle ת
מוּמ
ָ 1 Samuel 19:11, plural וּים
ִ מ
ת
ָ
 מ2 Kings 11:2
(Qr), 2 Chronicles 22:11; — be killed, put to death:
1 by conspiracy 2 Kings 11:2 (twice in verse) = 2Chronicles
22:11; 2 Kings 11:8,15,16; 2Chronicles 23:7,14.
2 by capital punishment Exodus 21:29 (E), Exodus 35:2; Numbers
1:15; Numbers 3:10,38; Numbers 18:7 (P), Leviticus 19:20;
Leviticus 24:16,21 (H), Deuteronomy 13:6; Deuteronomy 17:6
(twice in verse); Deuteronomy 21:22; Deuteronomy 24:16 (3 t. in
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verse) = 2 Kings 14:6 (twice in verse), Joshua 1:18 (all D)
Judges 6:31; 1 Samuel 11:13; 1 Samuel 19:6,11; 1 Samuel 20:32; 2
Samuel 19:22; 2 Samuel 19:23; 2 Samuel 21:9; 1 Kings 2:24;
2Chronicles 15:13; Jeremiah 38:4, and the phrase ( יוּמת מ תsee
Qal 2a).
4 by Divine infliction, in the phrase ( יוּמת מותsee Qal 2b).
5 die prematurely Proverbs 19:16.
 מ תnoun [masculine] death (ᵑ7 Syriac; see Biblical Hebrew); —
absolute Ezra 7:26.
ז ן
ָ מ
see זון.
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
crying, be dead body, man, one, put to, worthy of death, destroyer,
A primitive root: to die (literally or figuratively);
causatively, to kill -- X at all, X crying, (be) dead (body, man,
one), (put to, worthy of) death, destroy(-er), (cause to, be
like to, must) die, kill, necro(-mancer), X must needs, slay, X
surely, X very suddenly, X in (no) wise.

The above complete survey of Strong's #4191 'muth'
shows that every instance of the word 'death' in the
Bible refers to some type of physical death. There is no
such thing as the term “spiritual death” in Scripture. All death in Scripture is
what we would call physical death. The person is said to be dead. Some
claim God’s statement in Genesis to Adam that if he ate of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil he would die refers to “spiritual death”, but
there is no proof of that; the moment Adam ate the fruit of that tree the
process of physical death began in his previously immortal body. The
apostle Paul used the term “this body of death” in Romans 7:24 and made
it clear it was “the members” of his physical body that caused him to
struggle with sin, and used physical death as an analogy to help us
understand spiritual problems, but he never used the term “spiritual death”
or referred to spiritual death as a reality. There is nothing in the Bible about
“spiritual death” as an actual reality, especially not in reference to any such
concept as remaining conscious in death. Indeed, the idea of the
death of the spirit is notably absent from the pages of
Scripture. It appears to be a theological construct
designed to explain the warning in the Garden of Eden
episode where the first couple are warned that in the
day they eat ofthe Tree of the Knowledge of Good and
Evil they shall surely die.
However, if we
substitute the idea of death equaling loss of dominion
(control) in this passage, then everything becomes
clear.
The believer who lives a life according to
147

the flesh will die in the sense that he will lose
control in the Kingdom of Christ.
In other words,
Paul is connecting our presentconduct directly with our
kingdom reward.
We must use the Bible ’s clear definition of
death** rather than inventing our own or inventing the
concept of “spiritual death” which is a term never used
in Scripture and a concept never spoken of as a reality
in Scripture (Paul only used physical death as an analogy
to speak about spiritual problems; he did not ever use
the term “spiritual death” or speak of it as areality.)
** The Bible is, of course, the authority on the death
and the afterlife –
1b1)
"The Biblical view of death is a perfect
all the powers and faculties of mind and
have been exercised in a living material
body, when ‘the dust shall return to the
was; and the spirit’, that is the breath
men (good or bad), shall return unto God
Eccl. xii. 7"

cessation of
body, as they
organism or
earth as it
or life of all
who gave it’,

- George Waller, The Biblical View of the Soul, Longmans, Green and Co., London,
New York and Bombaim, 1904.

This meaning of death continues throughout the
entire Bible to the book of Revelation and death is
often connected with sin.
Romans 6:16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield
yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to
whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of
obedience unto righteousness?
- Sin results in death (6:16)

Salvation Is Paid for by Death
We must turn to the Scriptures and their teaching
about death, and move away from arguing from analogy.
Death in Scripture is represented as the penalty for
sin. This is the case in Scripture, from Genesis 2:17;
3:17-19, to Revelation 21 and 22 where the fate of the
wilfully unrepentant is called the “second death”. The
teaching of Scripture that death is the penalty for sin
is made clear in this epistle to the Romans in which we
148

read that those who sin “deserve death”(1:32), that
death entered the world because of sin (5:12), and that
“the wages of sin is death”(6:23).
The Bible teaches, quite clearly, that the paycheck
that sin earns is called DEATH. The New Testament
directly links sin’s cause and sin’s cure by tying the
gospel of salvation to Adam’s sin (compare Romans
chapter 5 with 1st Corinthians chapter 15).
That is also the only way in which you can
explain Calvary. Paul says, “…but the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Eternal life is
free to us because it has been paid for “in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” This is Paul’s message (Romans 1:4,
3:23–26, 4:25, 5:6–10, 21, etc.). All this was
prefigured in the sacrifice of animals in the place of
sinners in the Old Testament. Now, “the Lamb of God who
takes away the sins of the world” is here in the person
of Jesus Christ the sinless Son of God. Due to this you
can receive eternal life as a free gift. All this is
promised to you freely in Christ Jesus.
Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
What Paul wrote is that “While we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us”(5:8). Whenever sin and death are
mentioned together in Scripture, death** is the penalty
or ‘wages’ of sin (6:23; 5:12). The statement that
“Christ died for sinners "means that Jesus died as the
sin offering, because although the sins were, and are,
ours, the death was His. Jesus bore in our place the
penalty that we as sinners and every individual and
sinful human being deserved and continues to deserve.
This helps us to understand the supreme costliness of
God’s gift.
** The Bible is, of course, the authority on the death
and the afterlife - (Review)
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"The Biblical view of death is a perfect
all the powers and faculties of mind and
have been exercised in a living material
body, when ‘the dust shall return to the
was; and the spirit’, that is the breath
men (good or bad), shall return unto God
Eccl. xii. 7"

cessation of
body, as they
organism or
earth as it
or life of all
who gave it’,

- George Waller, The Biblical View of the Soul, Longmans, Green and Co., London,
New York and Bombaim, 1904.

***The Soul, biblically, is the ability to interact with your environment, to feel, etc.
– to be conscious.
“Soul” refers to consciousness. Soul, biblically, is the ability to interact with
your environment, to feel, etc. – to be conscious. For example, the Bible says that
animals have souls, but not spirits. Genesis 1:30, referring to animals, says, “every
living thing in which is a living soul”. This is because even animals have
consciousness and the ability to interact with their environment. So we see that in
Scripture, “soul” can refer to conscious experience. A human being is conscious
(becomes a “living soul”) only when a spirit from God is united with a working
physical body – see Genesis 2:7.
The Bible tells us that at death each part of a human being – body, soul, and
spirit –
1Thessalonians 5:23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and [I pray
God] your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ.
returns to its element, where it originally came from; the body returns to the
ground, the spirit/breath/invisible-God-element returns to God (unconscious
without the body, see Gen. 2:7, Ecc. 12:7, Lk. 23:46, Ecc. 9:5, Ecc. 9:10, Ps. 6:5,
Ps. 115:17, Ps. 146:4), and the soul/consciousness goes to the “unseen” (a way of
saying the person becomes unconscious). The soul/consciousness is just the
conscious expression of those personality elements that takes place when the spirit
has something to express itself through (a physical body). Nothing Jesus said about
the soul or “losing your soul” contradicts the simple definition of soul used in the
rest of Scripture –consciousness or conscious experience. Part of modern
Christianity’s confusion concerning what the “soul” is, is due to misunderstanding
Jesus’ preaching to Israel. His preaching to Israel was primarily about giving them
a chance to take part in the next age of life on Earth, not conscious death or “the
afterlife” (Matthew 10:28).
The “soul” refers to conscious life only when a person has a functioning body.
Therefore, when they heard Jesus talking about earthly rulers in this age killing the
body but not the soul, as contrasted with God who at the beginning of the next age
will have the power to kill the body and the soul by killing evil people and
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throwing their resurrected bodies into the fire in the valley of Gehenna, they
automatically thought of “soul” as “life in the next age after the Messiah begins to
rule the Earth.
This topic will be fully discussed later in this document.
The unsaved, (in unvivified** bodies, (mortal bodies)), will die their second
death in the lake of fire
"Many teach that the lake of fire is a place where the sinners are alive
and consciously suffering endless misery. Many are teaching that the lake
of fire is endless destruction. Both of these doctrines are
making God the cruelest to some or most of His
Creation. Godly people in Bible days would never have
believed in the idea that the “second death” could be
conscious, because they assumed death is unconscious,
due to David and Solomon’s clear teaching on the
subject. The definition of death in their mind was what
we would call physical death resulting in
unconsciousness, the absence of life/soul/consciousness,
the inability to interact with one’s environment. To
them, death was the absence of life and the opposite of life, not a
second life. Thus, it would have never crossed their minds to think of the
lake of fire as anything but a physical fire on Earth that will destroy physical
corpses. Same with the fire in Gehenna in Jerusalem that Jesus
spoke of several times, and any other warning in
Scripture about future fire judgment. Godly people in
Bible days would have automatically assumed these were
warnings about being killed physically and having your
corpse destroyed in a physical fire on Earth, so that you’d be
unable to enjoy life during a particular period of time (you would “lose your
soul/life/consciousness” and miss out on “eonian life” or life in the kingdom
of God on Earth during a particular age or ages). Their mindset
that death was unconscious did not allow them to think
of the lake of fire or the Gehenna fire as anything but
physical fires on earth.
So it's possible that some of the unbelievers
who are judged at the white throne will be determined
by Jesus not to be exceedingly evil (although they were
unbelievers in the third age*, they were not
exceptionally evil so as to fit the description of Rev.
22:14 & 21:8), and these will be allowed to live on for
a while into the New Jerusalem age (in their mortal
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bodies which they got when they were resurrected to be
judged, see Rev. 21:12)."
Revelation 20:12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand
before God; and the books were opened: and another book was
opened, which is [the book] of life: and the dead were
judged out of those things which were written in the books,
according to their works.
*The 5 ages will be fully discussed in this document.
These 'people' will be the "nations" that will
bring their glory and honor into the New Jerusalem, the
"nations" who will be "healed", etc. Of course, after
these people in mortal bodies live for a while in the
New Jerusalem age, they would die a natural death, and
later will be resurrected again (if redeemed). – this
time into immortal bodies, “vivified” – at the
consummation of God’s plan, after the New Jerusalem age
(1 Cor. 15:20- 28).
1b2)
Vivification is not resurrection
**Vivification defined
Main point:
The resurrection of unbelievers (those who didn’t
have faith to believe) who are to be judged at the white
throne (Revelation 20:5 & 13) is not mentioned by Paul
in 1 Corinthians 15:20-28 as one of the three
“vivifications” (resurrections into an immortal body).*
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Philippians 3:21 Who shall change our vile body, that
it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body,
according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue
all things unto himself.

where the mortal body is called "the body of the
humiliation", which the Saviour, Whom we await out of
the heavens will transfigure. Transfiguration describes
the change from the condition of humiliation that goes
with mortality to that of glory which belongs to Him
Who only as yet has immortality.
Christ's Spirit, asserts that the reason that God
will vivify the saved is that the saved body is already
His home.
1Corinthians 3:16 Know ye not that ye are the temple
of God, and [that] the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?
As God has made the body of Jesus a temple, so too
He has made the Christian's body. His presence is in
the character of 'Him Who raised Jesus from the dead'.
Romans 8:11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up
Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up
Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal
bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.
'quicken' - The word quicken is defined by Noah Webster’s 1828 American
Dictionary as:
1. Primarily, to make alive; to vivify; to revive or resuscitate, as from death or
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an inanimate state.
is both the reason and the pledge that He will do as
much for us. Thus the contrast between flesh and spirit,
between the law of the spirit of life and the law of sin
and death, is brought to a conclusion. The salvation of
God is shown to be an adequate deliverance for those who
have been subjected to sin and death.
1Corinthians 15:53 For this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal [must] put on immortality.
1Corinthians 15:54 So when this corruptible shall have
put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying
that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.
1Corinthians 15:22 For as in Adam all die, even so in
Christ shall all be made alive.

◄ 2227. zóopoieó ►
Strong's Concordance
zóopoieó: to make alive
Original Word: ζῳοποιέω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: zóopoieó
Phonetic Spelling: (dzo-op-oy-eh'-o)
Definition: to make alive
Usage: I make that which was dead to live, cause to live, quicken.
HELPS Word-studies
2227 zōopoiéō (from 2221 /zōgréō, "alive" and 4160 /poiéō, "make") – properly, make alive
(zōos); i.e. "quicken," vivify ("animate"); (figuratively) because what is dead (inoperative)
tohave life; empower with divine life.
2227 /zōopoiéō ("make alive, enliven") is particularly used of God infusing His life in the
believer. The Lord infuses eternal life (zōē) into us each time we receive (obey) faith from Him.
This enables living with God – not just for Him (cf. Gal 2:20; Ro 8:28-30; 1 Jn 5:4). His self154

existent, all-powerful life overcomes all the deadly effects of sin.
(1 Cor 15:36,38) seed, come to life – The resurrection-body of the believer will be
characterized by continuity with diversity – i.e. reflecting the physical-spiritual life we lived
here on earth in a supra-physical fashion (Phil 3:11-21). Both of these aspects of
glorification are illustrated in 1 Cor 15 by the metaphor of seeds.

The above will serve to show the difference between
zōopoiéō (vivification) and the word anastasis
(resurrection)(below). The word used in 1 Cor. 15:22
is not resurrection (anastasias). As mentioned
before, the word used is the Greek "zoopoieo" which
means to vivify,to make alive, is to be made
immortal. The apostle Paul tells us very clearly in
that verse that redeemed that are dying in Adam will
be or shall be made alive in Christ.
"When you receive Christ, though, you are placed by the
Holy Spirit into the Body of Christ. You are “in Adam”
by birth (no choice); you are “in Christ” by the New
Birth (your choice). So you are no longer “in Adam”;
you are “in Christ.” When you receive Christ, you are
“made alive” inside, and someday, if the Lord tarries,
you will be “made alive” on the outside."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S. 1 - 2 Corinthians
Commentary
It is most important to remember vivification or
being made alive cannot be limited to resurrection of
the dead. Resurrection is limited to the dead. You
cannot resurrect the living, yet the living in Christ
will be "made alive" at Christ's coming UP-STANDing,
resurrection*, is a standing up again of that which is
fallen.
1Corinthians 15:42 So also [is] the resurrection of
the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in
incorruption:
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◄ 386. anastasis ►
Strong's Concordance
anastasis: a standing up, i.e. a resurrection, a raising up, rising
Original Word: ἀνάστασις, εως, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: anastasis
Phonetic Spelling: (an-as'-tas-is)
Definition: a standing up, a resurrection, a raising up, rising
Usage: a rising again, resurrection.
HELPS Word-studies
*386 anástasis (from 303 /aná, "up, again" and 2476 /hístēmi, "to stand") – literally, "stand up"
(or "stand again"), referring to physical resurrection (of the body).

The word used by Paul is "zoopoiethesontai" and
this is a future passive verb meaning to vivify, to
make alive beyond the reach of death (immortal). The
Greek word "anastasis" means resurrection. Jesus
resurrected several people as recorded in the gospels,
but that does not mean they received unending life at
that point. Not all Christians will be resurrected.
Many Christians will be alive when Christ returns.
Therefore, living Christians will not be resurrected,
but they will be made alive or vivified. It is most
important to remember vivification or being made alive
cannot be limited to resurrection of the dead.
Resurrection is limited to the dead. You cannot
resurrect the living, yet the living in Christ will be
"made alive" at Christ's coming.
It is instructive to note just what or who is said
to be resurrected. Though the phrase "the resurrection
of the body" is found in the best-known creed, it is
not found in Scripture, which speaks of the
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resurrection of persons. We read of "the resurrection
of the dead-ones," of Christ, of Jesus Christ, of the
Lord Jesus. The verb egeiroo, to rouse, to awake, to
raise, is in some few occurrences used of bodily
rousing. Usually persons are resurrected or roused from
the dead; bodies are said to be vivified**,
transfigured, and roused (Rom.8:11; Phil.3:21; 1
Cor.15:44).
** There is resurrection without spiritual vivification.
If one has not received spiritual life before his death,
he will rise without it. If life and immortality were
the portion of all who will be resurrected, then all
who die will be saved simply by resurrection and would
not be liable to the second death or subject to its
authority (Rev.2:11; 20:6,14; 21:8). "He who has not
the Son has not the life," yet all the dead shall be
resurrected (1 John 5:12; 1 Cor.15:21; John 5:28;
Rev:5,12,13). Resurrection temporarily* saves the
unbeliever from the death to which he is doomed as a
son of Adam. The first death is the penalty for Adam's
sin. The last Adam delivers from this death all who die.
The second death follows the judgment and is the
penalty which will be inflicted for the personal sins
of those who have not been justified or pardoned
(saved).
<http://www.theheraldofgodsgrace.org/Rogers/VivificationOfSpiritAndBody.htm>

*The resurrection of unbelievers (those who
didn’t have faith) who are to be judged atthe white
throne (Revelation 20:5 & 13) is not mentioned by Paul
in 1 Corinthians 15:20-28 as one ofthe three
“vivifications” (resurrections into an immortal
body).*
Because in Revelation 20:5 & 13,
Revelation 20:5 But the rest of the dead lived not
again until the thousand years were finished. This [is]
the first resurrection.
Revelation 20:13 And the sea gave up the dead which
were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead
which were in them: and they were judged every man
according to their works.
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*The unsaved, resurrected to be judged, will be
given mortal*** bodies, and after being judged by God
they will die a second death****.
The people who will be thrown into the lake of fire
will be in temporarily resurrected mortal physical
bodies before they are thrown there. Revelation 20:5
and 13 make it clear that those who will be judged at
the white throne after Jesus’ 1,000-year reign on Earth,
will be dead (lost) people who will be temporarily
resurrected into mortal bodies.***
*** unvivified
**** While the Bible speaks often of death, one death
in particular, the “second death,” Mankind knows little
of. The phrase “second death” is found only in the book
of Revelation, the first time in the letter to the
church at Smyrna: “He who overcomes shall not be hurt
by the second death.
Revelation 2:11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh
shall not be hurt of the second death.
Those who live their lives in union with God in
this age will take part in the resurrection to eternal
life. However, those who have tasted what God offers
and rejected it — those who have done evil will be
resurrected to face their Judge, and then they will be
cast into the Lake of Fire and die a second death.
Hebrews 6:4 For [it is] impossible for those who were
once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift,
and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost,
Hebrews 6:5 And have tasted the good word of God, and
the powers of the world to come,
Hebrews 6:6 If they shall fall away, to renew them
again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to
themselves the Son of God afresh, and put [him] to an
open shame.
Hebrews 6:7 For the earth which drinketh in the rain
that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet
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for them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from
God:
Hebrews 6:8 But that which beareth thorns and briers
[is] rejected, and [is] nigh unto cursing; whose end
[is] to be burned.
Verse 6:8 then relates that the fate of such people
is to be burned (but not annihilated). They will have
died once already, yet that first death will not
satisfy the penalty for sin. Death by old age, disease,
accident, or violence (including suicide) does not pay
the death penalty for sin. Only a life taken in
judgment for sin satisfies the debt.
Christ’s sacrifice is one such payment. However, if
an individual will not allow Christ’s blood to pay that
debt, the only recourse is for his life to be taken in
payment for his sin. If he is determined to live in
opposition to God, unconcerned about obeying God’s
commands, that person would be miserable living forever.
Instead, John 5:29 speaks of a “resurrection of
condemnation.” Paul says there will be “a resurrection
of the dead, both of the just and the unjust” (Acts
24:15). Similarly, Daniel 12:2 mentions those who
“shall awake . . . to shame and everlasting contempt.”
Anyone remaining in such opposition to God will be
resurrected to physical life, judgment will be passed,
his body will be burned in payment of his debt, and all
body functioning will cease. If he is even remembered,
the memory will be contemptible.
This is why the second death continues as a theme
throughout Scripture, always in the background but
rarely mentioned. It is the final event for those who
choose to remain in opposition to God after being given
the opportunity to know Him. Paul describes this in
Hebrews 10:26 For if we sin wilfully after that we
have received the knowledge of the truth, there
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,
Hebrews 10:27 But a certain fearful looking for of
judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the
adversaries.
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It is unlikely that anyone sets out to choose the
second death. Instead, it is chosen incrementally, with
all the little choices over time creating a character
that is set and unchangeable. That character will
either be intent on overcoming, on hearing Christ’s
voice, and on trusting in God, or set in opposition to
God and His law (Romans 8:7) and thus rejecting life.
The choice is ours.
<https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/1691/what-is-second-death.htm>

1b3)

Destruction is not annihilation of
people in the Bible

'Destroy' has a wide variety of meanings in Scripture (see below), but the
ultimate fate of the unrepentant sinner is the lake of fire. The lake of fire will be the final
destination of all unrepentant sinners. This includes everyone, before and after Christ,
who have not responded to God's Word. In this age those who have not trusted Christ
as Saviour will find their way to the lake of fire. The method of these people’s death (or
possibly just the method of disposing of their physical bodies) be their bodies/corpses being thrown
into the lake of fire*.

*The lake of fire will be a physical fire on earth that destroys the carcases of dead
people. (Just like the fire in Gehenna in Jerusalem that will destroy corpses at the
beginning of the Millennium, referred to by Jesus when quoting Isaiah 66:23-24.)
Isaiah 66:23 And it shall come to pass, [that] from one new moon to another, and from one Sabbath
to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the LORD.
Isaiah 66:24 And they shall go forth, and look upon the carcases of the men that have transgressed
against me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched; and they shall be an
abhorring unto all flesh.
This is why the Bible says the lake of fire “is the second death”. It will be the method of death
or the method of disposal of the physical bodies of mortal (unvivified) people. The physical lake of
fire will be where the physical bodies/corpses of these people are thrown. It will be the second
instance of physical dying for these people. It will be a physical fire for physical (unvivified) mortal
bodies, just like the fire in the Valley of Gehinnom during the millennium will be a physical fire for
physical mortal bodies (Is. 66:23-24). This matches up perfectly with Jesus’ comments about the
physical fire in Gehenna in Jerusalem that will burn at the beginning of the Millennium.
A fire will burn in Jerusalem in the Valley of Gehinnom that will burn the corpses of evil
people who are given capital punishment for their evil deeds, as an example for all Mankind to see
(Is. 66:23-24, Mk. 9:48). Jesus will rule the Earth for 1,000 years, and will benevolently but firmly
make and enforce the rules during this time (Rev. 19:15 - ""he shall rule them with a rod of iron”).
Raptured Christians will be His leadership team; the promises God made through the prophets to
Israel that they would someday rule the Earth with Him will finally be fulfilled (see Rev. 20:1-6 and
numerous Bible prophecies about Israel ruling the Earth with Christ in the future).

John wrote:
Revelation 20:15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake
of fire.
Jesus said.
John 8:21 Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my way, and ye shall seek me, and shall die in
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your sins: whither I go, ye cannot come.
John 8:24 I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am
[he], ye shall die in your sins.
The Bible specifies who will be cast into the lake of fire. This is their final judgment
from which there is no escape. They include:
1. Hypocrites
Matthew 24:51 And shall cut him asunder, and appoint [him] his portion with the hypocrites:
there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
2. Judas Iscariot
Acts 1:25 That he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by
transgression fell, that he might go to his own place.
3. The Antichrist
2Thessalonians 2:8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with
the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:
4. The False Prophet
Revelation 19:20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles
before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that
worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.
5. Satan
Revelation 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone,
where the beast and the false prophet [are], and shall be tormented day and night for ever and
ever.
6. The Fallen Angels
Matthew 24:41 Two [women shall be] grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other
left.
7. All Unrepentant Sinners
Revelation 20:15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into
the lake of fire.

A survey of the word 'death' in the Bible

Old Testament
'shachath' (Strong's #7843) - to destroy
Gesenius' Hebrew and Chaldee Definition
 שׁ ַחתnot used in Kal. Arabic to destroy.
Piel שׁ ֵחת
ִ
(1) trans., to destroy, to ruin, either by laying waste, as a country, a region, a field, Genesis
9:11, 19:13 Joshua 22:33; 2 Samuel 24:16; Jeremiah 12:10, or by pulling down, as walls, a
city, Genesis 13:10; Ezekiel 26:4 or by wounding, Exodus 21:26 or by killing, both
individuals, 2 Samuel 1:14, and whole peoples, Genesis 6:17, 9:15 Numbers 32:15; Isaiah
14:20. Metaph., Amos 1:11, “ שׁ ַחת ר ֲ ָח ימוhe destroyed (i.e. suppressed) his mercy.” Ezekiel
28:17, p־י ְפָ ֶעת
ִ  עלpָֽמ ְת
חְכ

“ שׁ ַ תָּחthou hast destroyed thy wisdom, because of thy beauty;” thou

art so taken with the latter, that thou hast neglected the former.
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(2) to act wickedly, for the more full דּ ָר ָכיו
Comp. Hiph. No. 2.
Exodus 32:7; Deuteronomy 9:12, 32:5.
Hiphil
(1) i.q. Piel No. 1, to destroy, either by laying waste and destroying, as a land, a kingdom,
Jeremiah 36:29, 51:20 a city, Genesis 19:14; 2 Kings 18:25 or by killing, as a man, 1
Samuel 26:15 enemies, 2 Samuel 11:1 or by harming in any manner whatever, Proverbs
11:9. שׁ ִ יחת
ַמּ ה
@מַּה ְ ָלא
the destroying angel, 2 Samuel 24:16 and simply שׁ ִיחת
ַמּ ה
Exodus 12:23,
is the angel of God who inflicts calamities and death upon men. ( אַל שׁתּ ֵחתdestroy not) in
the titles of Psa 57:1-11, 58, 59, 75, seems to be the beginning of a song, to the tune of
which those Psalms were to be sung.
(2) דּ ְרוֹכּ
השׁ ִ יחת
Genesis 6:12 ׳הע ִיללוֹת
Proverbs 28:24, and משׁ ִ יחת
Proverbs 18:9,  מ׳appears to be a subst. (see משׁ ִיחת
No. 1 ), a man of destruction, i.e. in chap. 28, act., a destroyer, a waster; but in chap. 18,
pass., one who brings destruction on himself, one who wastes his own goods, a prodigal.
Hophal  השׁ ַחתto be corrupted, Proverbs 25:26; Malachi 1:14.
to destroy, to ruin, either by laying waste, as a country, a region, a field, Genesis 9:11, 19:13
Joshua 22:33; 2 Samuel 24:16; Jeremiah 12:10, or by pulling down, as walls, a city, Genesis
13:10; Ezekiel 26:4 or by wounding, Exodus 21:26 or by killing, both individuals, 2 Samuel 1:14,
and whole peoples

The Hebrew Greek word שׁחת, shachath (Strong's #7843)
occurs 148 times, in 136 verses in the Old Testament.
It has a variety of meanings including corrupt, destroy,
felled, jeopardize, pollute, ravage, ruin. We present
below an analysis of every occurrence of the word in
English of destroy, destroyed, destroyer, destroying,
as is found in the KJB. People are obviously destroyed
in reference to physical death, body parts, pride,
etc. But, when the meaning is death, the context is
physical death here on Earth. Not a single verse
necessitates the nonexistence of anyone thus destroyed in
the afterlife.
Note:
Strong's Number Original Word Transliteration Pronunciation Language Part of Speech
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7843

שׁחת

Shâchath

shaw-khath'

Hebrew

Verb

.

◄ 7843. shachath ►
Strong's Concordance
shachath: perhaps to go to ruin
Original Word: שׁחת
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: shachath
Phonetic Spelling: (shaw-khath')
Definition: perhaps to go to ruin
Destroy; 63 occurrences
1. This is a list of all the occurrences of the Hebrew word שׁ ַחת
each verse is presented.
shachath. The context of
1. Bring to ruin, Prov. 6:32; 11:9; Isaiah 11:6; Isaiah 51:13; Jer. 15:3
2. Destruction of an eye, Ex. 21:26
3. Destruction of cities, 1 Sam. 23:10; 2 Sam. 20:20; 24:16; 1 Chron. 21:15
4. Destruction of the earth by the flood, Gen. 6:13, 9:11
5. Destruction of evil people in the flood, Gen. 6:13, 17; 9:15
6. Destruction of land, Josh. 22:33; 2 Kings 18:25; Isaiah 36:10; Jer. 36:29
7. Destruction of nations, 2 Kings 19:12; Isaiah 37:12; Jer. 4:7
8. Destruction of palaces, Jer. 6:5
9. Destruction of people, Num. 32:15; Deut. 4:31; 9:26; 10:10; Judg. 20:35; Judg.
20:42; 1 Sam. 26:9, 15; 2 Sam. 1:14; 11:1; 14:11; 2 King 8:19; 13:23; 1 Chron.
21:12; 2 Chron. 12:7, 12; 21:7; 24:23; 25:16; 35:21; Psalm 78?38, 45; 106:23; Jer.
2:30; Jer. 13:14; 15:6
10. Destruction of pride, Jer. 13:9
11. Destruction of produce of the land, Judg. 6:4
12. Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, Gen. 13:10; 18:28, 31-32; 19:13-14; 19:29
13. Destruction of trees, Deut. 20:19-20; Jer. 11:19
14. Destruction of valuables, 2 Chron. 36:19
15. Destruction of Vines, Jer. 5:10
16. Destruction of Wine, Isaiah 65:8
• Felled, 2 occurrences
1. Judg. 20:21, 25
• Jeopardize, 1 occurrence
1. Ruth 4:6
• Pollute, 1 occurrence
1. Prov. 25:26
• Ravage, 2 occurrences
1. 1 Sam. 6:5; 1 Chron. 20:1
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• Ruin, 3 occurrences
1. Isa. 14:20; Jer. 12:10; 13:7

Destruction of people, Num. 32:15; Deut. 4:31; 9:26; 10:10; Judg. 20:35;
Judg. 20:42; 1 Sam. 26:9, 15; 2 Sam. 1:14; 11:1; 14:11; 2 King 8:19; 13:23; 1
Chron. 21:12; 2 Chron. 12:7, 12; 21:7; 24:23; 25:16; 35:21; Psalm 78?38, 45;
106:23; Jer. 2:30; Jer. 13:14; 15:6
Numbers 32:15 For if ye turn away from after him, he
will yet again leave them in the wilderness; and ye
shall destroy all this people.

Deuteronomy 4:31 (For the LORD thy God [is] a
merciful God;) he will not forsake thee, neither
destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of thy fathers
which he sware unto them.
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Deuteronomy 9:26 I prayed therefore unto the LORD, and
said, O Lord GOD, destroy not thy people and thine
inheritance, which thou hast redeemed through thy
greatness, which thou hast brought forth out of Egypt
with a mighty hand.
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Deuteronomy 10:10 And I stayed in the mount, according
to the first time, forty days and forty nights; and the
LORD hearkened unto me at that time also, [and] the
LORD would not destroy thee.
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Judges 20:35 And the LORD smote Benjamin before Israel:
and the children of Israel destroyed of the Benjamites
that day twenty and five thousand and an hundred men:
all these drew the sword.
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1Samuel 26:15 And David said to Abner, [Art] not thou
a [valiant] man? and who [is] like to thee in Israel?
wherefore then hast thou not kept thy lord the king?
for there came one of the people in to destroy the king
thy lord.

2Samuel 1:14 And David said unto him, How wast thou
not afraid to stretch forth thine hand to destroy the
LORD'S anointed?

168

2Samuel 11:1 And it came to pass, after the year was
expired, at the time when kings go forth [to battle],
that David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and
all Israel; and they destroyed the children of Ammon,
and besieged Rabbah. But David tarried still at
Jerusalem.

2Samuel 14:11 Then said she, I pray thee, let the king
remember the LORD thy God, that thou wouldest not
suffer the revengers of blood to destroy any more, lest
they destroy my son. And he said, [As] the LORD liveth,
there shall not one hair of thy son fall to the earth.
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2Kings 8:19 Yet the LORD would not destroy Judah for
David his servant's sake, as he promised him to give
him alway a light, [and] to his children.
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2Kings 13:23 And the LORD was gracious unto them, and
had compassion on them, and had respect unto them,
because of his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
and would not destroy them, neither cast he them from
his presence as yet.

1Chronicles 21:12 Either three years' famine; or three
months to be destroyed before thy foes, while that the
sword of thine enemies overtaketh [thee]; or else three
days the sword of the LORD, even the pestilence, in the
land, and the angel of the LORD destroying throughout
all the coasts of Israel. Now therefore advise thyself
what word I shall bring again to him that sent me.
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2Chronicles 12:7 And when the LORD saw that they
humbled themselves, the word of the LORD came to
Shemaiah, saying, They have humbled themselves;
[therefore] I will not destroy them, but I will grant
them some deliverance; and my wrath shall not be poured
out upon Jerusalem by the hand of Shishak.

172

2Chronicles 12:12 And when he humbled himself, the
wrath of the LORD turned from him, that he would not
destroy [him] altogether: and also in Judah things went
well.

2Chronicles 21:7 Howbeit the LORD would not destroy
the house of David, because of the covenant that he had
made with David, and as he promised to give a light to
him and to his sons for ever.

2Chronicles 24:23 And it came to pass at the end of
the year, [that] the host of Syria came up against him:
and they came to Judah and Jerusalem, and destroyed all
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the princes of the people from among the people, and
sent all the spoil of them unto the king of Damascus.

2Chronicles 25:16 And it came to pass, as he talked
with him, that [the king] said unto him, Art thou made
of the king's counsel? forbear; why shouldest thou be
smitten? Then the prophet forbare, and said, I know
that God hath determined to destroy thee, because thou
hast done this, and hast not hearkened unto my counsel.
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2Chronicles 35:21 But he sent ambassadors to him,
saying, What have I to do with thee, thou king of Judah?
[I come] not against thee this day, but against the
house wherewith I have war: for God commanded me to
make haste: forbear thee from [meddling with] God, who
[is] with me, that he destroy thee not.
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Psalms 78:38 But he, [being] full of compassion,
forgave [their] iniquity, and destroyed [them] not: yea,
many a time turned he his anger away, and did not stir
up all his wrath.

Psalms 78:45 He sent divers sorts of flies among them,
which devoured them; and frogs, which destroyed them.

Psalms 106:23 Therefore he said that he would destroy
them, had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the
breach, to turn away his wrath, lest he should destroy
[them].
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Jeremiah 2:30 In vain have I smitten your children;
they received no correction: your own sword hath
devoured your prophets, like a destroying lion.

Jeremiah 13:14 And I will dash them one against
another, even the fathers and the sons together, saith
the LORD: I will not pity, nor spare, nor have mercy,
but destroy them.
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Jeremiah 15:6 Thou hast forsaken me, saith the LORD,
thou art gone backward: therefore will I stretch out my
hand against thee, and destroy thee; I am weary with
repenting.
<https://carm.org/summary-hebrew-words-related-destruction-punishment>

New Testament
"Those who hold to conditional immortality of the
Christian and the annihilation of the wicked say that
the generic reference to the "destruction" of the
wicked means they don't exist anymore - at least when
it comes to the final judgment. So, what does the New
Testament teach about the destruction of the people?
There are many Greek words that are translated into
the English destroy, destruction, destroyed, perish,
perished, perishing, lost, etc. We collected all the of
those verses rendered into the English that used those
words.
•
•

of Scriptures in the New Testament to speak of perishing and destruction ofpeople,
and Greek word: ἀπώλεια, apoleia
Meaning: destruction, to destroy or to cause the destruction of persons, objects, or
institutions
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•
•

Strong's #: G684
Frequency: 17 occurrences in 17 verses.

Summary of the meaning of the Greek word apoleia, destruction, in all verses where it
occurs in the New Testament. In two verses, in reference is to demons.
1. Body Parts
1. Matt. 5:29-30, better to lose a body part then enter hell hole
2. Continued existence or nonexistence
1. Matt. 10:28, the nature of the destruction is not specified in the text.
3. Damnation, generic
1. John 3:16; John 6:39; John 10:28; 1 Cor. 1:18; 15:18; 2 Cor. 2:15; 4:3; 2 Thess.
2:10; James 4:12; 2 Pet. 3:9
4. Demons, destruction of the demons, but demons still exist per Luke 20:36
1. Mark 1:24; Luke 4:34
5. Destroy Jesus but he still exists
1. Matt. 2:13; 12:14; 27:20; Mark 3:6; 11:18; Luke 19:47
6. Destroyed spiritually yet still exist
1. Matt. 10:6; 15:24; 18:11; Luke 15:24; 15:32; 19:10
7. Generic destruction but still there
1. Rev. 11:18
8. Human Body
1. 1 Cor. 15:42, 50
9. Physical death
1. Matt. 8:25; 21:41; 22:7; 26:52; Mark 4:38; 9:22; 12:9; Luke 8:24; 11:51; 13:3;
13:5; 13:33; 15:17; 17:27; 17:29; 20:16; Acts 5:37; 9:21; Rom. 2:12; 1 Cor. 5:5;
10:9-10; 2 Cor. 4:9; Jude 5; Jude 11

The relevant Greek word for destroy – apollumi – is part of the apoleia word group.
It is true that “the apoleia word group has a range of meanings, depending on context.”
It can be used passively, for example, to refer to a “lost” son or a “lost” coin. It can be
used of non-living things like burst wineskins that are “ruined” (although this may not
be a good counterexample, because if you were burst like a wineskin you would
obviously die in a literal sense). But we should grant the point: The wider word group
does have some range of meaning and does not always imply exactly the same thing.
(See below) The word "apollumi," "apolleia" and their cognates, we find the words
very indistinguishable from each other. The argument has been propounded that the first
occurrence of a word in the scriptures fixes its primary meaning thus the first occurrence
of "apollumi" is Matthew 2:13. "
Matthew 2:13 And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord
appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his
mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod
will seek the young child to destroy him.
"But the situation is not strange when we keep constantly before us the Bible use
of the word “angel”; again, it is not merely a messenger, but an appearance. An
appearance of the Lord is not the Lord Himself. Study this distinction in the
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appearance of God to Moses, in the bush, by an angel (Gal. 3:19–20; Acts 7:30;
Exod. 3:2)."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Gospel of Matthew
Matthew 2:13 And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph
in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be
thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.

In this context, it is argued that "apollumi"
means deprivation of life. What is this first
occurrence of this word in the Greek New Testament. As
to chronological time, Paul was the first to put
"apollumi" into the Scriptures; see 2 Thessalonians
2:10. Matthew did not write until later. Was it
necessary for the Thessalonians to wait until Matthew
was written in order to know its meaning? It is not at
all logical to argue that the vocabulary of the Greek
scriptures was not defined until the Gospels were
written. In Matthew 10:28 the Greek word for “destroy”
is apolesai, which derives from the verb form apollumi.
The verb occurs about ninety times, and a noun form is
found some eighteen times. We do not know of a single
reputable English translation that renders the term in
any instance, “to go out of existence.” It is
translated by such common English words as “perish,”
“destroy,” “lose,” or “lost.” When the disciples were
fearful of drowning in a storm on the sea of Galilee,
they awoke the sleeping Lord, and exclaimed, “We are
180

perishing,” employing a present tense form of apollumi
(Mt. 8:25). Surely they were not saying, “Lord, we are
in the process of going out of existence.” (See below)
Thus the original word for “destroy” here is
“apollumi” which means “to lose or be lost.” Matthew
10:28 is not speaking of an eternal annihilation of a
soul, but of a temporary losing of the soul
(consciousness), just like the “lost” sheep that was
later found. "Destroy, perish, (apollumi) are used of
things which have no life. "Wine runneth out and the
bottles perish (apollumi)." (Matt. 9:17, see also Mark
2:22, Luke 5:37) Skinned bottles do not die when they
perish. "Verily I say unto you he shall in no wise lose
(apollumi) his reward." Matt.
10:42 (Compare Mark 9:41) A reward is not mortal.
"That the trial of your faith being much more
precious than of gold that perish (apollumi)" (1
Peter 1:7, compare Luke 15:8) Gold and money may
perish and be lost but they are not deprived of life.
The words which actually do mean "to deprive of life"
could not be used in these verses. Neither the
primary nor secondary nor any other meaning of
"destroy" demands that life be taken. This is
entirely a matter of the context. It is not included
in the meaning of the words "apollumi" and
"apolleia."
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
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622 /apóllymi ("violently/completely perish") implies permanent (absolute) destruction, i.e. to
cancel out (remove); "to die, with the implication of ruin and destruction" (L & N, 1, 23.106);
cause to be lost (utterly perish) by experiencing a miserable end.

Greek:
These words are supposed to prove ultimate destruction of sinners. In this
passage,our Lord is speaking to His disciples regarding the suffering required for
entrance into the kingdom. Men will hate them and kill them. Literally death
always effects body, soul, and spirit, but our Lord is speaking of their experiences,
what they will suffer for His sake. Men will slay them. James and Peter were
killed. After they were killed, they suffered no more.
Review:
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the
soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul* and body in hell.
Matthew 10:28 καὶ μὴ φοβηθῆτε ἀπὸ τῶν ἀποκτεινόντων τὸ
σῶμα τὴν δὲ ψυχὴν μὴ δυναμένων ἀποκτεῖναι: φοβεῖσθε δὲ
Soul
μᾶλλον τὸν δυνάμενον καὶ ψυχὴν καὶ σῶμα ἀπολέσαι ἐν
γεέννῃ.
to destroy
geene (Gehenna)
Soul can mean "Self, Person* ,
Amazingly, the word translated “soul” is the Greek word “psyche” which means “mind,
identity, individuality, self.
*the Bible teach plainly that in the Old Testament the soul is bodily-shaped and stuck to the body.
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Gospel of Matthew Commentary
whereas the human soul is the life part - the awareness/consciousness in the person. “Soul”
refers to consciousness. Soul, Biblically, is the ability to interact with your environment, to feel,
etc. – to be conscious.
“Soul” refers to consciousness. Soul, Biblically, is the ability to interact with your
environment, to feel, etc. – to be conscious. For example, the Bible says that animals have
souls, but not spirits. Genesis 1:30, referring to animals, says, “every living thing in which is a
living soul”.
Genesis 1:30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing
that creepeth upon the earth, wherein [there is] life, [I have given] every green herb for meat:
and it was so.

'life' - Heb. a living soul, (nephesh) wherein there is life; or "a living soul"; that has an animal
life, which is to be supported by food: Compare Genesis 1:20; Genesis 2:7
This is so because even animals have consciousness and the ability to interact with their
environment. So we see that in Scripture, “soul” can refer to conscious experience. A human
being is conscious (becomes a “living soul”) only when a spirit from God is united with a working
physical body .

Genesis 2:7 And the LORD God formed man [of] the dust of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.
In transliteration “a living soul” is 'nephesh hayyah'. Hayyah means “living” and nephesh
means “soul.” It also refers to personality or desire which are aspects of the soul. The Bible tells
us that at death each part of a human being – body, soul, and spirit →
1Thessalonians 5:23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and [I pray God] your
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whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
→ returns to its element, where it originally came from; the body returns to the ground, the
spirit/breath/invisible-God-element returns to God (unconscious without the body, see Gen. 2:7,
Ecc. 12:7, Lk. 23:46, Ecc. 9:5, Ecc. 9:10, Ps. 6:5, Ps. 115:17, Ps. 146:4), and the
soul/consciousness goes to the “unseen” (a way of saying the person becomes unconscious).
The soul/consciousness is just the conscious expression of those personality elements that
takes place when the spirit has something to express itself through (a physical body). Nothing
Jesus said about the soul or “losing your soul” contradicts the simple definition of soul used in
the rest of Scripture – consciousness or conscious experience. Part of modern Christianity’s
confusion concerning what the “soul” is, is due to misunderstanding Jesus’ preaching to Israel.
His preaching to Israel was primarily about giving them a chance to take part in the next age of
life on earth, not conscious death or “the afterlife”.
The “soul” refers to conscious life only when a person has a functioning body.
Therefore,when they heard Jesus talking about earthly rulers in this age killing the body but not
the soul, as contrasted with God who at the beginning of the next age will have the power to kill
the body and the soul by killing evil people and throwing their bodies into the fire in the valley of
Gehenna,they automatically thought of “soul” as “life in the next age after the Messiah begins to
rule the Earth.
So, Jesus was saying, “The rulers of this age* can kill your body now but they cannot
stop Me from resurrecting you and giving you the ability to experience life in the next age on
Earth– they cannot kill your “soul” or your ability to experience life in the next age. On the other
hand, God has the power to kill a person at the beginning of the next age and cause them to
remain dead throughout that age, thus killing/destroying their conscious experience during that
age.”
* We will define the ages and God's plan for the ages later in this document.
The bottom line is, we see clearly and consistently in Scripture that at death a human
being becomes unconscious , which is sometimes spoken of as the person’s
soul/consciousness going to the “unseen” (“sheol” or “hades”) or metaphorically as the person
“sleeping”. The Bible makes it abundantly clear over and over again that there is no
consciousness in death; even if people’s souls/consciousnesses are somehow actual entities,
those souls “know not any thing” – are unconscious– in death/sheol/hades, and that is the
mainthing.
Ecclesiastes 9:5 For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing, neither
have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.
Ecclesiastes 12:7 Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return
unto God who gave it.
Solomon, the author of Ecclesiastes, did not contradict Himself by stating later in
Ecclesiastes 12:7 that at death “the spirit will return to God who gave it”. He simply gave us
more details about what happens at death. The soul/consciousness goes to sheol/the-unseen
where there is no knowledge or working or planning, where there is only silence, and the spirit
returns (unconsciously) to God. By putting Solomon’s straightforward statements about death
together, we can see that a person becomes unconscious at death, and his or her spirit
(unconscious, having no soul/consciousness without the body – see Genesis 2:7.
The Bible says, “The wages of sin is death” (not hell!).
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
The punishment for sin is not hell or torture, it is death– unconsciousness. Death is a
very humane, yet just, punishment for sin -

Review: Death (Unconsciousness): The Perfectly Fair Punishment For Sin - 2
Unconsciousness, “sleep”, death, your soul (consciousness) going to “the unseen” is a
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very just and fair punishment for sin. The punishment of death fits the crime of sin perfectly. The
pagan concept of eternal (trillions upon trillions of years of endless) torture, burning and
screaming, as a punishment would be way out of proportion with any crime it is possible to
commit in a mere100 years (or in many cases, much less) on this Earth. After a sinner’s
resurrection their corpse will unconsciously burn in the lake of fire.

"In either Testament, the man’s soul is his 'ego' or 'I

am.' And as such, it is distinctively his property in
distinction from the “spirit of man,” which all men
have in common (1 Cor. 2:10–14). This “soul” is the
“astral body” of Rosicrucianism, and the “Atman” of
Brahmism."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S. Gospel of Matthew Commentary
Atman -(Sanskrit, literally "self") An ancient and important
word that is grossly misinterpreted in much of Hinduism
and Buddhism. Many have misunderstood this word as
referring to a permanently existing self or soul. Yet
the true meaning is otherwise.
1c)
The Difference Between the Human Soul and the Animal
Soul
The Bible says that animals have souls, but not spirits*. Genesis 1:30, referring to
animals, says, “every living thing in which is a living soul”.

Genesis 1:30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing
that creepeth upon the earth, wherein [there is] life, [I have given] every green herb for meat:
and it was so.
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◄ 5315. nephesh ►
Lexicon
nephesh: a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
Original Word: ֫ ָנ ֶפשׁ
Part of Speech: Noun Feminine
Transliteration: nephesh
Phonetic Spelling: (neh'-fesh)
Short Definition: soul

('Conscious' means aware)
The Human Soul `consciousness,' The state of being aware. A moral sense
of right and wrong, the ability to reason,

1John 3:19 And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and
shall assure our hearts before him.

◄ 3982. peithó ►
Strong's Concordance
peithó: to persuade, to have confidence
Original Word: πείθω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: peithó
Phonetic Spelling: (pi'-tho)
Definition: to persuade, to have confidence
Usage: I persuade, urge.
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HELPS Word-studies
3982 peíthō(the root of 4102 /pístis, "faith") – to persuade; (passive) be persuaded of what is
trustworthy.
The Lord persuades the yielded believer to be confident in His preferred-will (Gal 5:10; 2 Tim
1:12). 3982 (peíthō) involves "obedience, but it is properly the result of (God's) persuasion"
(WS, 422).
God in his great wisdom created man in his own image, thus giving man the ability to
reason, and to have a moral sense of right and wrong — possessing a conscience (1 John
3:20-22).

The meaning of peivsomen (peisomen, “will convince”) in
3:19. The verb peivqw (peiqw) in the active voice (with the
exception of the second perfect and pluperfect) means
(a) “convince”; (b) “persuade, appeal to”; (c) “win
over, strive to please”; or (d) “conciliate, pacify,
set at ease/rest.” Interpreters are generally divided
between meaning (a) and meaning (d) for the verb in the
present context, with the third edition of the Bauer
lexicon opting for the latter (although it is
conveniently pointed out that the text is “not in good
order”). In any case the object of the verb peivqw
(peiqw) in this context is kardiva (kardia, literally
“heart”; translated here by the NET Bible as
“conscience”), and this produces further problems
because the meaning of kardiva (kardia) will affect one’s
understanding of peivsomen (peisomen) here.
Man has the ability to love and obey Jehovah God as
well as to love (agape) his enemies or those who do or
wish him wrong through, striving to see all things
through the eyes of their Bridegroom — Christ Jesus. He
died as a “ransom for all”
1Timothy 2:6 Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be
testified in due time.
because of His great love of the Heavenly Father —
stemming from a love for righteousness which comes from
a knowledge, understanding and experience of the
results of obeying the Heavenly Father, which permits
the highest and purest form of joy to be felt, that joy
that is felt through the eyes of faith, that joy that
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Jesus had in bringing the Father joy, as reflected in
his words:
John 4:34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will
of him that sent me, and to finish his work.
1John 3:20 For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and
knoweth all things.
1John 3:21 Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, [then] have we confidence
toward God.
1John 3:22 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his
commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight.

The Human Soul has consciousness
Don’t be confused by Jesus warning the Israelites 2,000 years ago
about “losing your soul”. When we understand that even animals have souls.
(Both humans and animals are conscious (awareness) but only humans have
consciousness, the state of being aware and a moral sense of right and wrong, the
ability to reason.) It is clear that Jesus was telling the Israelites that if they
tried to save or tightly hold on to their lives (their conscious) in this age, if they
lived primarily for comfort and pleasure in this age, they would lose their souls,
their being conscious in the next age of life on Earth, what today we would call
the Millennium; they would lose “eonian life” * (the privilege of being alive on
Earth, conscious in physical bodies during the Millennium and New Jerusalem
age (Revelation 21-22)).

*John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting (eonian) (See below) life.
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1d)
(AV) 'everlasting life' ➔ Greek: 'life eonian'

'Eonian' defined
If we accept that eonian must be derived from its root
word eon, then its meaning must also be related to its root
word. The noun aion refers to a period of time, so, it
appears very improbable that the derived adjective aionios
would indicate infinite duration, nor have we found any
evidence in Greek writing to show that such a concept was
expressed by this term.” If aiōn, the noun, speaks of an age
or eon, then aiōnion , the adjective, should also speak of
an age or eon as a qualifier of whatever subject [noun] is
attached to it. This is vital because, contrary to logic,
many who see aiōn as an age see aiōnion as everlasting ,
forever, or eternal , meaning endless or, even, outside of
time altogether. It is vital to consider the context in
which aionion (eonian) is used. The word ‘Eternal’ is always
a mistranslation. Although we know God exists outside of
time and thus He is eternal, for our understanding He
presents Himself as the ‘eonian God’ (Romans 16:25-26). Even
the promise of ‘eternal life’ doesn’t require usage of the
word ‘eternal’. Life is of the ages (eonian). When God
abolishes death life become eternal (for the believer).
It is very easy to prove that the Greek word “eon”
means “age – a period of time that has an end”. How? Not
just by showing you many instances in the New Testament
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when it is used where it absolutely cannot refer to endless
time and absolutely must refer to a period of time with an
end (e.g. 2 Cor. 4:4 which speaks of Satan as “the god of
this ‘world’ (a mistranslation of ‘eon’ (age)).

2Corinthians 4:4 In whom the god of this world hath
blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the
light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the
image of God, should shine unto them.

Note: ‘God of this eon’, not world. “Eon” doesn’t mean
“world” by any stretch. There is a separate Greek word
for “world” (“kosmos”), and that is not the word used
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here. The use of the word “world” to translate “eon” in
certain instances comes from Middle Ages Latin
translations of the Bible – the Latin word used to
translate “eon” also somewhat or sometimes carried the
meaning of “world”. But the Greek word “eon” itself
never means ‘world’. World cannot have a plural.
We could also prove to you that an “eon” (age) must have an
end simply by pointing out that there is a plural form,
“eons”, that is used over and over in the New Testament.
Eonian Life defined
The classic rendering of John 316 is eternal life, but the literal rendering is
age- during or eonian life. Obviously, one rendering promises life outside of time
and the other promises life in time. Which is it? Actually, both; but before
elaborating, consider another passage. Eonian life is dependent on the ages, for it
speaks of life in time and, more specifically, life in the coming ages, starting with
the Kingdom Age, the age when Christ, through His conquerors, rules over our
present earth. Eonian life for the conquerors starts at the end of our present wicked
or evil eon [age] (Galatians 1:4). Others will follow in God's Day which follows
the Lord's Day or Kingdom Age, when a new heaven and a new earth come into
view. Eonian life is promised to all believers.
The reward is to have eonian life; that is, to come alive to live on the
earth, as well as in the spirit realm or heaven, in the next age, which is the
beginning of the ages of the Kingdom of Christ. eonian life is not about a life in
eternity or in heaven, for that matter, but a life in the Age to come and the age(s)
leading up to the consummation of the eons in reference to the Earth and the rest
of Mankind, as well as the angels of the spirit realm. Many have not been taught
to think in terms of ages, but it appears that Scripture makes the point for us.
Carefully consider how Jesus defines this life! He
challenges every concept held by the tradition of men. Eonian
life is not about an endless life(in eternity or in heaven, for
that matter); rather, it is all about relationship, knowing God
the Father and knowing His Son whom He sent to earth to reveal
theFather. This is how Jesus defines eonian life. Nowhere are
we told that eonian life is about dying and going to heaven
for eternity or even immortality, for that matter. It is all
relational: to know God and his son. This knowing is not only
for our present age but also (and especially) for the ages to
come. As Mitchell's [JM-NT] translation states, it is a
progressive knowing, a knowing that grows. This is truly the
good news of the eonian life.

Again, it is a relational life, a life of knowing
God and His Son, throughout the ages. Will this life
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progress into eternity, if there is even such a thing?
Of course, it will; but this is not the heart of
the life that Jesus has given us. Whether we are in
time, the ages, or in some other dimensional
state that we have no understanding of today, it
matters not. What matters is that we have a life
that will progressively come to know GOD!! This is eonian life!
This is life in God's age, both now and future
To those, indeed, who in continuance of a good
work, do seek glory, and honour, and incorruptibility
[immortality]--life age-during [aionian life, eonian
life, life age-abiding, eternal life].

Romans 2:7 To them who by patient continuance in well
doing seek for glory and honour and immortality,
eternal life:

eternal life ➔ life eonian
To those who by persistence in doing good seek
glory, honor and immortality, [ἀφθαρσία/aptharsia] He
will give eternal [αἰώνιος/aionios] life.
In this verse “aion” is in apposition with
“immortality.” If “aion” is only a finite period,
believers cannot seek for “a finite period,” and
“immortality” at the same time. But they can
seek for “eternity” and “immortality” at the same time.
In this context “aion” means “eternal.” Those who "in
doing good seek glory, honor and immortality" will be
given "aionios life". Aionios (eonian) life is the
special reward for those who believe. They get life in
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the eonian period called the 1000 years in Revelation,
i.e. the Millennial age eon. Unbelievers will not get
eonian life in the age to come. As we see in 1 Tim.4:911, God is the Saviour of all men, but specially of them
that believe. For believers get the special gift of
grace of eonian life. Others will lose out on that and
be punished.
Immortal life is not dependent on the eons, or time
and space. However, one who is immortal truly has
eonian life, but eonian life does not automatically
mean that one has immortality. Most of us who believe
in this age might agree that we have eonian life, since
we are progressively coming to know God and His Son (at
least, we should be). But we presently are not immortal,
for we all must face a physical death until the Lord
comes and we are given immortality through
resurrection and transformation (transfiguration). The
state of physical death has not been removed from
mankind, even though Jesus has overcome death. A day is
coming when death will be abolished (1 Corinthians
15:26).
Actually, Paul links immortality or
incorruptibility with eonian life, as if the two are
one and the same. In a sense they are, for when we are
immortal, we also have eonian life. The question is
whether we can have eonian life without immortal life.
It would appear that, based on Jesus' definition of
eonian life, the answer is yes. If the answer were no,
we would have to conclude that we also cannot know God
and His Son until we are immortal, meaning no believer
in our day truly knows God and His Son. Of course, the
other conclusion is that all believers are immortal
today, which is a false conclusion since we all
continue to die.
Paul joins immortality with eonian life. However, technically speaking, eonian life is not
exactly the same as immortal life. Eonian life is life in the ages to come, and immortality is life
beyond death, regardless of the age. Immortal life is not dependent on the eons, or time and
space. The Greek word athanasia is translated as immortal, which means "deathlessness" or
"beyond death." Paul uses this word in 1 Timothy 6:16.
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1Timothy 6:16 Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach
unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom [be] honour and power everlasting. Amen.

◄ 110. athanasia ►
Strong's Concordance
athanasia: immortality
Original Word: ἀθανασία, ας, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: athanasia
Phonetic Spelling: (ath-an-as-ee'-ah)
Definition: immortality
Usage: immortality, imperishability, freedom from death.

Clearly, immortality is life beyond death, never to be subjected to the
possibility of death. This should be the hope and expectation of all believers.
However, it would be remiss not to add that it is also the ultimate destiny of all
Mankind when, at the consummation of the eons*, God the Father is all in all.
*This topic will be discussed more fully later in this document.
In this age (eon) immortal life is the promise for all believers. The issue is
when one enters into immortal life in the true and full sense. Will it come in the
first resurrection and transfiguration or in the second resurrection at the Great
White Throne? The greatest expectation of a believer should be to attain to
immortality at the end of our present eon, for this ensures the Life of the Ages or
eonian life for all the ages that lead up to the consummation of the ages at
Creation's Grand Jubilee. Contrary to the tradition of men, immortality does not
come about when one dies, that is, through death of the mortal body. It comes
about with the redemption of our body that occurs with resurrection and
transfiguration; a future event for which Christians should be waiting eagerly. No
one has immortality at this point in time, for the King alone possesses immortality
[athanasia] (1 Timothy 6:16).
The good news is that eonian life knows God and His
Son in this age and the ages to come. The life of the
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ages will lead to immortal life as well; a life beyond
death, never to die again and forever and progressively
knowing God and His Son; a life that through God's Son
sums up and heads up all things in the heavens and on
the Earth.
"The statement Jesus makes in Matthew 10:28 makes perfect sense when you realize
that His preaching to Israel 2,000 years ago was all about giving them a chance to see the
kingdom come to Earth within their lifetimes (to see what we would now call the Millennium
occur back then) if they met certain conditions (Their acceptance of Jesus as the Messiah)
which they obviously did not meet, because the kingdom did not come back then The time of
the First Coming is said to be the last days and would have been had the Jews accepted,
Daniel's 70th week would have come to pass. It becomes clear that the kingdom is off and the
Church Age is coming at the end of the first century).
So nothing Jesus said about the soul or “losing your soul” contradicts the simple
definition of soul used in the rest of Scripture – consciousness and/or conscious experience.
Part of modern Christianity’s confusion concerning what the “soul” is, is due to
misunderstanding Jesus’ preaching to Israel. His preaching to Israel was primarily about giving
them a chance to take part in the next age of life on Earth, not conscious death or “the afterlife”
– terms and concepts not found in Scripture. This is because even animals are conscious and
the ability to interact with their environment. So we see that in Scripture, “soul” refers to
conscious experience." Death is not a shedding of the body and a
freeing of the soul, as is commonly held, but a complete
cessation of function, as the Bible states.
Review: So what, then, does Jesus mean when He talks about “killing/destroying the
soul”? The same thing Scripture always means when it uses the term “soul”** – conscious
experience, but with this statement Jesus was reminding His disciples that the earthly rulers of
this age can kill a Godly person’s body but cannot stop the Godly person from experiencing life
in the next age
*A human being’s “spirit” (or the underlying Greek/Hebrew word which is the same as the word
for “breath”) does not refer to consciousness but rather simply the fact that they are breathing in
and out. The word “breath” is obviously a handy analogy for the invisible spirit of a person or a
spirit being like an angel or demon. In the Bible the Greek and Hebrew word “breath” is used to
refer to spirit – something that is invisible, but real. Thus you have to look at the context
anytime the Greek or Hebrew word “breath” is used to see if it is referring to physical breath of a
human being, or to a spirit being like a demon or angel. And we must also remember that
according to 1 Thessalonians 5:23, the spirit of a human being is separate and distinct from the
soul/consciousness of a human being.

1Thessalonians 5:23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and [I pray God] your
whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ.`whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless` - sanctification and perfection.
Being blameless. not sinless. Holiness is God working on all 3 parts of you. Its starts with the
spirit andworks out. He is sanctifying your heart your soul and spirit now. That will affect your
outward man, though it will never be holy, blameless and complete until the second coming
when you geta new body. But you can make it look good now when you are submitted in soul,
your will is surrendered to God. That subjects the body to God. When your soul sins, confess it.
That's how you are blameless.
"You are a body, a soul, and a spirit. That is why the Bible says that man was made “in the
image of God (Gen. 1:27). When man was originally made, God made him out of “the dust of
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul” (Gen.
194

2:7). A man has a body. A man has a soul. A man has a spirit. God has a body, Jesus Christ. God
has a soul, God the Father. God has a spirit, the Holy Spirit. Man has a body, a soul, and a spirit.
In Greek, those words look like this: σωμα (soma), ψυχη (psuche), and πνευμα (pneuma). In
Hebrew, they come out looking like this: ( בשרbasar); ( נפשnephesh), and ( רוחruach)."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Body, Soul, And Spirit
**In the Old Testament, the soul is stuck to the body, so often they are spoken of as identical
(Ezek. 18:4; Gen. 19:20; Josh. 10:35).

1d1) The Spirit Defined
The word “spirit” in the Old Testament is usually
from the Hebrew ruach and in the New Testament it is
usually from the Greek pneuma. Both terms refer to
breath, inhalation, or the movement of air, whether
gentle or forceful. But as these are invisible forces,
the words are applied by extension to the “spirit” of a
person which is the invisible mental force, personality,
influence, or disposition of a person.
Thus, the Old Testament uses ruach when speaking
ofthe “spirit” of Jacob, Elijah, Cyrus, Zerubbabel,
Joshua, God, and others. The New Testament uses pneuma
when speaking of the “spirit” of Paul, Christ, and God.
These words are also used to describe the influence of
various non-personal but good “spirits” — the spirit of
Truth, Holiness, Life, Faith, Wisdom, Grace and Glory —
and of an opposite spirit of Jealousy, Judgment,
Burning, Heaviness, Infirmity, Divination, Bondage,
Slumber, Fear and Error.
Ruach also refers to the “spirit of life” which we
receive from God, which figuratively “returns” to him
when we die.
Ecclesiastes 12:7 Then shall the dust return to the
earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God
who gave it.
This does not imply a transport of persons. It
applies to the motivating force of life, of both good
and bad people alike. Both words sometimes refer to the
essence of a person, that is, their identity, character,
personality. In this sense Jesus commended his “spirit”
to God when he died, which was restored on the third
day when God raised Jesus from the dead.
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Luke 23:46 And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice,
he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit:
and having said thus, he gave up the ghost.
Psalms 31:5 Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou
hast redeemed me, O LORD God of truth.
In this sense also Paul speaks of the “spirits of
just men,” the faithful Ancient Worthies of the Old
Testament, who were matured by the things they suffered,
and await their resurrection reward in the Kingdom.
Hebrews 12:23 To the general assembly and church of
the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God
the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made
perfect,
Hebrews 11:40 God having provided some better thing
for us, that they without us should not be made perfect.
None of the above teaches that any conscious entity
persists after the death of a person, except
metaphorically, in the memory of God. Not until the
resurrection does a person who has died live again as a
conscious, sentient being.
Thus, the great hope for the world lies in such
a Resurrection from the Dead.
Acts 24:15 And have hope toward God, which they
themselves also allow, that there shall be a
resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust.
John 5:28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming,
in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his
voice,
John 5:29 And shall come forth; they that have done
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have
done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.
This assurance was secured for us at great cost,
both by God who gave His son Jesus, and by Jesus who
labored in his ministry for 3 ½ years, suffered
accusation from the religious leaders of his day, and
died for our sins on the Cross.
1Peter 3:18 For Christ also hath once suffered for
sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us
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to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened
by the Spirit:
1Corinthians 15:21 For since by man [came] death, by
man [came] also the resurrection of the dead.
For the saints of the gospel Age, this resurrection
occurs during the present “Harvest” period. For the
remainder of the world, the resurrection will occur
during the coming Millennium.
"Death is a return of each part (spirit, soul, body) to where it came from – it is Genesis
2:7 in reverse. The body returns to the ground. The soul (consciousness and/or conscious
experience), which might be spoken of more accurately as a state rather than as an actual entity
or thing, returns to the “unseen/unperceived” - sheol/hades* (a way of saying a person
becomes unconscious). (Even if a human’s soul is an entity of some sort and the
unseen/sheol/hades is an actual place of some sort that is invisible to the human eye, the Bible
is absolutely clear that there is no conscious activity there.) Ecclesiastes 12:7 tells us that death
the spirit “returns to God who gave it”.

*Note: The word Sheol, one of several words translated as “hell,”
makes nothing for the doctrine of future unending punishment as
a part of the Law penalties. It is never used by Moses or the
Prophets in the sense of a place of torment after death; and in
no way conflicts with the statement already proved, that the Law
of Moses deals wholly in temporal rewards and punishments. This
position, also, is fortified by the testimony of Orthodox
critics, men of learning.
1. CHAPMAN:
“Sheol, in itself considered, has no connection with future
punishment.”
Cited by Balfour, First Inquiry.
2. DR. ALLEN says: “The term sheol does not seem to mean, with
certainty, anything more than the state of the dead in their
deep abode.”
3. DR. CAMPBELL.
“Sheol signifies the state of the dead without regard to their
happiness or misery.”
4. DR. WHITBY.
“Sheol throughout the Old Testament signifies not the place of
punishment, or of the souls of bad men only, but the grave only,
or the place of death.”
5. DR. MUENSCHER. This distinguished author of a Dogmatic
History in German, says: “The souls or shades of the dead wander
in sheol, the realm or kingdom of death, an abode deep under the
earth. Thither go all men, without distinction, and hope for no
return. There ceases all pain and anguish; there reigns an
unbroken silence; there all is powerless and still; and even the
praise of God is heard no more.”
197

6. VON COELLN:
“Sheol itself is described as the house appointed for all living,
which receives into its bosom all Mankind, without distinction
of rank, wealth, or moral character. It is only in the mode of
death, and not in the condition after death, that the good are
distinguished above the evil. The just, for instance, die in
peace, and are gently borne away before the evil comes; while a
bitter death breaks the wicked like as a tree.”
These witnesses all testify that sheol or hell in the Old
Testament, has no reference whatever to this doctrine of hell;
that it signifies simply the state of the dead, the invisible
world, without regard to their goodness or badness, their
happiness or misery. The Old Testament doctrine of hell,
therefore, is not the doctrine of endless punishment. It is not
revealed in the Law of Moses. It is not revealed in the Old
Testament. To such result has our inquiry led us, and now what
shall we say of it?"
Ecclesiastes 12:7 Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return
unto God who gave it.

Ecclesiastes 12:7 shows that God is indeed the one
who gives us our human spirit, man's immaterial part.
Isaiah 42:5 Thus saith God the LORD, he that created the heavens, and
stretched them out; he that spread forth the earth, and that which cometh
out of it; he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them
that walk therein.
Genesis 2:7 And the LORD God formed man [of] the dust of the ground,
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living
soul.
The dust of Genesis 2:7 returns to the earth, just
“as it was”, as Ecclesiastes 12:7 stresses. The breath
of life of Genesis 2:7 goes back to God, who breathed
it out. It is as though Genesis 2:7 had never happened.
Reading these two texts side by side makes it obvious
that the writer of Ecclesiastes is describing the
undoing of Genesis 2:7. Man was made in Creation and is
unmade in death. The key part about this to understand is that the spirit returns to
God unconsciously, it is not conscious when separated from a working physical body. (See Ecc.
12:7 and 9:5, 9:10).

"The Bible never speaks of a person’s “soul” dying, or their “spirit”
dying, it always speaks of the person dying; and Genesis 2:7 tells us that
Adam “became a living soul” when a spirit from God was united with
Adam’s physical body. This tells us that there is no such thing as a human
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soul (consciousness, “a living soul”) unless a spirit is united with a body.
Nothing Jesus said about the soul or “losing your soul” contradicts
the simple definition of soul used in the rest of Scripture –consciousness
and conscious experience. Part of modern Christianity’s confusion
concerning what the “soul” is, is due to misunderstanding Jesus’ preaching
to Israel. His preaching to Israel was primarily about giving them a chance
to take part in the next age of life on Earth, not conscious death or “the
afterlife” – terms and concepts not found in Scripture. We also see Jesus
referral to the “soul” as conscious life in the next age in Matthew10:28,
where He exhorted His disciples, “Do not fear those who are killing the
body, yet are not able to kill the soul. Yet be fearing Him, rather, Who is
able to destroy the soul as well as the body in Gehenna” :

"First of all, this statement by Jesus is further proof that the fire in
Gehenna in the future will not be a nebulous (unclear, vague) spirit fire,
because a nebulous spirit fire could not destroy a person’s body. The typical
modern Christian’s interpretation of this statement is to assume that the
“soul” is some type of entity or part of the person that remains conscious
apart from the body, and that Gehenna refers to a nebulous spirit fire. But
that interpretation is total nonsense
– a nebulous spirit fire could not destroy a person’s body. Only a physical fire could
destroy aperson’s body.
“A Godly person back in Bible days understood the Scriptural definition of “soul” and had
not yet been confused by the pagan ideas of the Middle Ages, and thus assumed that the “soul”
referred to conscious life only when a person has a functioning body. Therefore, when they
heard Jesus talking about earthly rulers in this age killing the body but not the soul, as
contrasted with God who at the beginning of the next age will have the power to kill the body
and the soul by killing evil people and throwing their bodies into the fire in the valley of Gehenna,
they automatically thought of “soul” as “life in the next age after the Messiah begins to rule the
Earth”. This matches up perfectly with their mindset, which was all about waiting for the Messiah.
When they heard Jesus speak Matthew 10:28, they instinctively and automatically realized that
He was saying, “The rulers of this age can kill your body now but they cannot stop Me from
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resurrecting you and giving you the ability to experience life in the next age on Earth– they
cannot kill your “soul” or your ability to experience life in the next age. On the other hand God
has the power to kill a person at the beginning of the next age and cause them to remain dead
throughout that age, thus killing/destroying their conscious experience during that age.” This
made perfect sense to Godly Israelites back then because their mindset was completely
focused on the Messiah taking over rulership of the Earth. They weren’t even thinking about the
totally unscriptural idea of conscious death; this concept didn’t even cross their minds.
In Matthew 10:28 Jesus did not have to say “the next age” when talking about the “soul”
because in the context of Jesus’ constant preaching about the next age of life on Earth and the
raging controversy in Israel as to whether He was the Messiah (who all Israelites were
expecting to take over physical rulership of Earth), “experiencing the next age of life on Earth
under the Messiah’s rule” came to the minds of His audience when He talked about the “soul”.”

This briefly expresses a simple truth. Souls, since
they reside in the blood***, die. Against the
speculations of some that the soul remains alive after
death, lingering as a disembodied spirit, the
Scriptures affirm to the contrary. Death is what it
seems to be — death. Death is the cessation of life:
Psalms 146:4 His breath goeth forth, he returneth to
his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.
<https://biblestudentsdaily.com/tag/ecclesiastes-127/>

* This is discussed more completely later in this document.
** Saved people achieve immortality at the Second Coming.
*** This is discussed more completely later in this document.
*** The 'soul' is defined as 'life' and the life of the

flesh is in the blood.:
Leviticus 17:11 For the life of the flesh [is] in the
blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to
make an atonement for your souls: for it [is] the blood
[that] maketh an atonement for the soul.
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Strong's Concordance
nephesh: a soul, living being, life, self, person
Soul ➔ life
Leviticus 17:11 For the life of the flesh [is] in the
blood:
life ➔ life of the flesh [is] in the blood:
Therefore, the life force (soul) ➔ [is] in the blood
- Therefore, Man's life force is a part of his
blood.
* This topic will be discussed more fully later in this
document.
Matthew 10:28 is universally misunderstood because
the meaning of the word translated “soul” has been lost.
Christ’s statement is demystified once the term is
properly defined. In the Garden of Eden, the serpent
told Eve that she could disobey God, and she would not
die. Even as that initial deception of Mankind
concerned death, modern conceptions about death and the
afterlife commonly contradict the Bible. Most
professing Christians believe in an immortal soul that
lives on beyond death. They believe that if one
professed Christ then his soul goes to heaven, but if
the departed did not “get saved” before dying, then his
soul goes to an ever-burning hell to be tortured for
eternity. This belief is rooted in Gnosticism and even
further back in Egyptian and Babylonian mystery
religions, proclaims that death really is not death,
but just part of a mystical journey.
The Mesopotamians did not view physical death as
the ultimate end of life. The dead continued an
animated existence in the form of a spirit, designated
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by the Sumerian term gidim and its Akkadian equivalent,
eṭemmu. The eṭemmu is best understood as a ghost. Its
etiology is described in the Old Babylonian Atrahasis
epic I 206-230, which recounts the creation of humans
from the blood of the slain god We-ilu. The text uses
word play to connect the etemmu to a divine quality:
We-ilu is characterized as one who has ṭemu,
“understanding” or “intelligence”. Thus, humans were
thought to be composed of a corporeal body and some
type of divine insight.
The modern definition and usage of the word "soul"
is filled with contradictions, misconceptions, and
misuse. In Gnosticism the meaning is very precise. The
English word comes from the Old English sawol, meaning
the "spiritual and emotional part of a person."
The assumption that people in the Western world
have about the soul; that it is who we truly are, and
that the way we perceive our inner self now is our soul
and that it continues in its current form after death.
Yet, if you ask for a precise definition of the soul or
practical or experiential examples of their soul, no
one can give you that, because this is all just theory
and belief. It is difficult to find facts about the
soul.
What the Bible teaches is different. It says that
God alone has immortality (I Timothy 6:16), unlike Man
who must seek it because he does not have it (Romans
2:7). Scripture asserts that “the wages of sin is death”
(Romans 6:23). Death is not a shedding of the body and
a freeing of the soul, as is commonly held, but a
complete cessation of life.
The Old Testament says the wicked will be destroyed*
*'Destroy' has a wide variety of meanings in Scripture,
but the ultimate fate of the unrepentant sinner is the
lake of fire. The lake of fire will be the final
destination of all unrepentant sinners. This includes
everyone, before and after Christ, who have not
responded to God's Word. Those who have not trusted
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Christ as Savior will find their way to the lake of
fire. John wrote.
Revelation 20:15 And whosoever was not found written
in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
The biblical meaning of the word 'destroy, when it is
used in a human context, (and in some other contexts,
as well) is 'ruin'. Regarding apollumi, W. E. Vine comments: “The idea is
notextinction but ruin, loss, not of being, but of well-being” (1991, 211).
Renowned scholar J. H. Thayer defined apollumi, with reference to Matthew 10:28, in the
following fashion: “metaphorically, to devote or give over to eternal misery” (1958, 64).
Professor Oepke argues that apollumi does not suggest a mere “extinction of physical
existence”; rather it involves the hopeless desperation of eternal separation from God (1964, 396).
Of apollumi in Matthew 10:28, A. T. Robertson writes: “‘Destroy’ here is not annihilation, but
eternal punishment” (1930, 83).

Upon reading the Old Testament, one finds that it
says over and over in many different ways that the
unsaved (the wicked) will be destroyed (not
annihilated). "The Old Testament gives us a clear
picture of the destruction of the wicked (perhaps
because it is more oriented to this world than the next)
and supplies the basic imagery of Divine judgment for
the New Testament as well. Consider Psalm 37 where we
read that the wicked fade like grass and wither like
the herb (v. 2),that they will be cut off and be no
more (vv. 9, 10), that they will perish and vanish like
smoke (v. 20), and be destroyed (v. 38). Listen to this
verse from the prophet Malachi:
Malachi 4:1 For, behold, the day cometh, that shall
burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that
do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh
shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it
shall leave them neither root nor branch.
The message is plain the finally impenitent wicked will
perish. Turning to the New Testament, Jesus' teaching
about the afterlife is sketchy in matters of detail.
While He certainly referred to a destiny beyond the
grave either of bliss or woe, he did not bother to give
us a clear conception of it. He was not trying to be a
systematic theologian but a preacher more concerned
with the importance of a decision here and now than
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with speculations about the furniture of heaven or the
temperature of hell. At the same time Jesus said things
which support the impression the Old Testament gives us.
Jesus' words are reminiscent of John the Baptist's when
he said that the wicked are like dry wood about to be
thrown into the fire and like chaff to be burned in the
unquenchable fire (Matt. 3:10, 12). He warned that the
wicked will be cast away like so much rejected garbage
into the Gehenna of fire (5:30), an allusion to the
valley outside Jerusalem where sacrifices were once
offered to Moloch (2 Kings 16:3; 21:6), and possibly
the place where garbage actually smoldered and burned
in Jesus' day. Our Lord said that the wicked will be
burned up there just like weeds when thrown into the
fire (13:30, 42, 49, 50). The impression is a very
strong one that the impenitent wicked can expect to be
destroyed. The Apostle Paul communicates the same thing,
plainly thinking of Divine judgment as the destruction
of the wicked. He writes of 'everlasting destruction'
which will come upon the wicked (2 Thes. 1:9). He warns
that the wicked will reap corruption (Gal. 6:8). He
speaks of their fate as a death they deserve to die
(Rom. 1:32) and which is the wages of their sins (6:23).
About the wicked, he states plainly and concisely:
"Whose end [is] destruction" (Phil. 3:19).It is no
different in the other New Testament books. Peter
speaks of "reserved unto fire against the day of
judgment and perdition of ungodly men" (2 Pet. 3:7).
The author to the Hebrews speaks of the wicked who
shrink back and are destroyed (Heb. 10:39). Peter says
that false teachers who deny the Lord who bought them
will bring upon themselves "swift destruction" (2 Pet.
2:1, 3). They will resemble the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah which were "condemned [them] with an
overthrow" (2:6). They will perish like the ancient
world perished when deluged in the great Flood (3:6, 7).
Jude also points to Sodom as an analogy to God's
judgment, being the city which underwent "suffering the
vengeance of eternal fire." (Jude 7). Similarly, the
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Apocalypse of John speaks of the lake of fire consuming
the wicked and of the second death (Rev. 20:14, 15). At
the very least it should be obvious to any impartial
reader that the Bible may legitimately be read to teach
the destruction of the wicked without difficulty. It is
simply a natural interpretation of Scripture on the
subject of Divine judgment. What is in short supply are
texts supporting the traditional view. If eternal
torment is true, then where is this plain teaching in
the Tanach (Old Testament)?
Isn't it hard to believe that such an important
teaching as eternal torment has no clear verses stating
this fate in the Old Testament? Virtually every
important doctrine has its roots in the Old Testament
and is taught in typology (or symbols) there. Where is
this taught in typology? Was the lamb of Exodus
tortured forever? Were any of the sacrifices tortured
forever? No, the sacrifices were eventually turned to
ashes. "And they shall take away the ashes from the
altar" (Numbers 4:13) If this was the fate of all the
offerings (including the sin offerings), then why
should the fate of the sinner be any different?
Consider:
Deuteronomy 28:15 But it shall come to pass, if thou
wilt not hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to
observe to do all his commandments and his statutes
which I command thee this day; that all these curses
shall come upon thee, and overtake thee:
It would be unreasonable that God would give the
Israelites such detail of what would happen to Israel
in this lifetime and then say nothing of the possible
eternal torment facing them. And if it be as important
as it issupposed to be now, it was equally important
then. Yet no single indication of it is discoverable
in the writings of Moses. How could God have warned
Israel in detail about punishments in this life,
droughts, plagues, and other punishments and not say
one word about the most important punishment of all,
eternaltorment?
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The New Testament writers used the Old Testament
types to show how the destruction of sinners in the
hands of an angry God happens. It was turning them
into ashes, not tormenting them for long periods of
time. Sodom and Gomorrah are a supreme type given by
Peter and he says "And turning the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah into ashes condemned [them] with an overthrow,
making [them] an ensample unto those that after should
live ungodly." (2 Peter 2:6). Notice, Peter says two
things about the fate of the ungodly:
1. They are an example for us to see what awaits the
ungodly.
2. They eventually became ashes meaning cremated. (see
also Malachi 4:3)
William West states this more of these thoughts most
forcefully:
"ADAM: God told Adam in the day he ate he would die. He
was not told that after his death he would be subjected
to endless torment.
CAIN: His sin was the first murder, which, by most, is
believed to be the greatest of all sins. What was his
punishment? His punishment was that he was to be a
fugitive and a vagabond in his lifetime on the
Earth. Not one word about any punishment after his
death. The punishment for anyone who killed Cain would
be seven times greater* than the punishment of
Cain. How could anything be seven times* greater than
eternal torture?
*This 'seven times' has great chronological
significance. See our book "Bible Chronology as it is
Implemented in the Scriptures", downloadable on this
site.
All the curses of the Law, if they did not keep it,
were in this lifetime (Deuteronomy 28:18-19). Not one
word was said about a curse after this lifetime.
It would be past comprehension that God would give them
such detail of what would happen to them in this
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lifetime and say nothing of the unending pain He was
going to forever heap on them."
Source: The Resurrection and Immortality, William West,
Xulon Press, 2006, various excerpts from chapter seven,
A strange and unexplainable silence.
Again, the same thing is said in another
evangelical commentary:
"There is no doctrine of hell (i.e. eternal torment)
in the Old Testament. In Isaiah 66:24, at one time a
much-quoted verse, the reference is not to the
continuing personality (nephesh) of the rebels, but to
their corpses."
(The International Bible Commentary, second edition,
Grand Rapids, MI, Zondervan Publishing House, 1986,
p.64 column 1)

If there was such a thing as eternal torment taught
in the Tanach (Old Testament), then how could the
Apostle Paul proclaim to the unsaved idol worshippers
in Athens:
Acts 17:30 And the times of this ignorance God winked
at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:
How could this statement be true if God was
planning to torture unrepentant sinners eternally?
Did God really overlook this then? Paul said the
wicked would be destroyed, " Whose end [is]
destruction"
(Philippians 3:19) not eternally tormented. Moses said
nothing of eternal torment. If eternal torment is the
fate of most of Mankind, then why is no single
indication of it is discoverable in the writings of
Moses?
1d2)

Why did Paul never proclaim the doctrine of
eternal torment?
Paul fully proclaimed the whole counsel of God by plainly declaring:
That those who live a lifestyle of unrepentant sin "deserve death"Romans 1:32
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•

That "all who sin apart from the law will also perish apart from the law"
Romans 2:12
• That sin "leads to death" Romans 6:16
• That sin "results in death" Romans 6:21
• That "the wages of sin is death" Romans 6:23
• That those who live according to the sinful nature "will die" Romans 8:13
• That the gospel is foolishness "to those who are perishing" 1
Corinthians 1:18
• That those who preach the gospel are "the smell of death" "to those who
are perishing" 2 Corinthians 2:15-16
• That the Old Testament law "kills" and ultimately brings "death" 2
Corinthians 3:6-7
• That the gospel is "veiled to those who are perishing" 2 Corinthians 4:3
• That those who please the sinful nature "from that nature will
reap destruction" Galatians 6:8
• That "they will be destroyed" Philippians 1:28
• That "their destiny is destruction" Philippians 3:19
• That "they will be punished with everlasting destruction" 2 Thessalonians
1:9
• That they "are perishing" 2 Thessalonians 2:10
• That "they perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved" 2
Thessalonians 2:10
• That "Christ Jesus...has destroyed death" 2 Timothy 1:10
• That they are like worthless land that will "in the end...be burned" Hebrews
6:8
• That sins are "acts that lead to death" Hebrews 9:14
• That raging fire "will consume the enemies of God" Hebrews 10:27
• That those who "shrink back" in unbelief will be "destroyed" Hebrews 10:39
"In various ways with various words the Apostle Paul was sure to repeatedly
declare precisely what would happen to those who foolishly reject the gospel
–death (which for those who reject, upon their resurrection, are cast into the
lake of fire.). . He was sure to do this because God appointed him to fully
proclaim
the whole counsel of God. Paul didn't hide any aspect of the truth including the
awful truth that those who reject the Messiah will be utterly destroyed* by the
raging, consuming fire of the Lord. If words have any meaning at all then this is
what we must conclude."
Even though God wasn't as harsh on the Gentiles for
idolatry as He was the Jew, He was still harsh on them.
They weren't ignorant. They knew what was right. People
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know inherently murder is wrong because every society
that is set up, whether its heathen or social has
certain basic laws in it that are exactly alike. They
do not permit the taking of life without some type of
punishment. And that shows they know the work of the
law. They have it written in their heart even though
they've never seen a Bible. New Guinea tribes do not
allow stealing from one another. There are cultures
where it is socially acceptable to steal. That's
unusual. That's not the norm. Not killing or raping.
Pretty soon they are going to show the work of the law
written in their heart to some degree.
How could this verse (Acts 17:30) be true if God
was planning to torture them eternally? Did God really
overlook this then? Paul said the wicked would be
destroyed, "Whose end is destruction" (Philippians 3:19)
not eternally tormented. Moses said nothing of eternal
torture.
Another way God portrays the destruction of the
wicked is by saying they will be “cut off.” The phrase
“cut off” is used in several different ways in the Old
Testament. In some instances it can mean destroy (ruin).
Isaiah 10:7 Howbeit he meaneth not so, neither doth
his heart think so; but [it is] in his heart to destroy
and cut off nations not a few.
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Strong's Concordance
karath: to cut off, cut down
Original Word: ָכּ ַרת
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: karath
Phonetic Spelling: (kaw-rath')
Definition: to cut off, cut down
The NAS Old Testament Hebrew Lexicon
1. to cut, cut off, cut down, cut off a body part, cut
out, eliminate, kill, cut a covenant.

210

Similar usage of karath is found in Amos 1:8,
Obadiah 1:10.
Amos 1:8 And I will cut off the inhabitant from Ashdod,
and him that holdeth the sceptre from Ashkelon, and I
will turn mine hand against Ekron: and the remnant of
the Philistines shall perish, saith the Lord GOD.
Obadiah 1:10 For [thy] violence against thy brother
Jacob shame shall cover thee, and thou shalt be cut off
for ever.
Clear OT verses that state that the wicked will be
destroyed (not annihilated)**:
**The biblical meaning of the word 'destroy, when it is
used in a human context, is 'death', at the very least
'ruin'. 'Destroy' has a wide variety of meanings in Scripture,
but the ultimate fate of the unrepentant sinner is the lake of
fire. The lake of fire will be the final destination of all
unrepentant sinners. This includes everyone, before and after
Christ, who have not responded to God's Word. Those who have not
trusted Christ as Saviour will find their way to the lake of
fire. John wrote.
Revelation 20:15 And whosoever was not found written in the
book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
Regarding apollumi, W. E. Vine comments: “The idea is not extinction but ruin, loss, not of
being, but of well-being” (1991,211).
Renowned scholar J. H. Thayer defined apollumi, with reference to Matthew 10:28, in the
following fashion: “metaphorically, to devote or give over to eternal misery” (1958, 64).
Professor Oepke argues that apollumi does not suggest a mere “extinction of physical
existence”; rather it involves the hopeless desperation of eternal separation from God (1964, 396).
Of apollumi in Matthew 10:28, A. T. Robertson writes: “‘Destroy’ here is not annihilation, but
eternal punishment” (1930, 83).

Psalms 9:5 Thou hast rebuked the heathen, thou hast
destroyed the wicked, thou hast put out their name for
ever and ever.
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◄ 6. abad ►
Strong's Concordance
abad: to perish
Original Word: אָ ַבד
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: abad
Phonetic Spelling: (aw-bad')
Definition: to perish
*Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
break, destroy uction, not escape, fail, lose, cause to, make perish, spend,
A primitive root; properly, to wander away, i.e. Lose oneself; by implication to perish
(causative, destroy) -- break, destroy(- uction), + not escape, fail, lose, (cause to, make) perish,
spend, X and surely, take, be undone, X utterly, be void of, have no way to flee.

Psa
You have destroyed
9:5

referring to physical destruction, not eternal
<https://thirdmill.org/answers/answer.asp/file/46713>

Psalms 92:7 When the wicked spring as the grass, and
when all the workers of iniquity do flourish; [it is]
that they shall be destroyed for ever:
They are only nourishing themselves, like senseless cattle, in plentiful pastures, for the
approaching day of slaughter.” Their present worldly prosperity is a presage and occasion of
their utter ruin. The tenses in Psalm 92:7 (cp. Psalm 92:10-11) do not merely express a general
truth, but point to some particular event. The verse suggests the rapid growth and equally rapid
ruin of the wicked. Their triumph is the preparation for their fall. Cp. Psalm 37:35 ff.; Psalm
73:18.

In contrast to clear verses like these that say the
wicked will be destroyed*, there is not one clear and
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indisputable Old Testament verse that shows the wicked
living forever in torment. Additional Old Testament
verses confirm the destruction of the wicked:
Psalms 28:5 Because they regard not the works of the
LORD, nor the operation of his hands, he shall destroy
them, and not build them up.
Proverbs 10:29 The way of the LORD [is] strength to
the upright: but destruction [shall be] to the workers
of iniquity.
Proverbs 14:11 The house of the wicked shall be
overthrown: but the tabernacle of the upright shall
flourish.
Hosea 7:13 Woe unto them! for they have fled from me:
destruction unto them! because they have transgressed
against me: though I have redeemed them, yet they have
spoken lies against me.
The New Testament says the wicked will be destroyed**
**The biblical meaning of the word 'destroy, when it is
used in a human context, is at the very least 'ruin'.
*Review: 'Destroy' has a wide variety of meanings in Scripture,
but the ultimate fate of the unrepentant sinner is the lake of
fire. The lake of fire will be the final destination of all
unrepentant sinners. This includes everyone, before and after
Christ, who have not responded to God's Word. Those who have not
trusted Christ as Saviour will find their way to the lake of
fire. John wrote.
Revelation 20:15 And whosoever was not found written in the
book of life was cast into the lake of fire. Regarding apollumi, W. E.
Vine comments: “The idea is not extinction but ruin, loss, not of being, but of well-being” (1991,
211).
Renowned scholar J. H. Thayer defined apollumi, with reference to Matthew 10:28, in the
following fashion: “metaphorically, to devote or give over to eternal misery” (1958, 64).
Professor Oepke argues that apollumi does not suggest a mere “extinction of physical
existence”; rather it involves the hopeless desperation of eternal separation from God (1964, 396).
Of apollumi in Matthew 10:28, A. T. Robertson writes: “‘Destroy’ here is not annihilation, but
eternal punishment” (1930, 83).

Usually a Greek word will be translated as several
different English words depending on the context. Also,
different Greek words will sometimes be translated by
the same English word. This makes trying to do biblical
213

research by studying the English words confusing and
can lead to false conclusions. However, in addition to
the illustrations and comparisons about the destruction
of the unsaved, the New Testament uses more than half a
dozen Greek words to describe what will happen to the
unsaved and they each refer to death and destruction,
not continued life in torment. If we are going to
arrive at the true meaning of Scripture, we must pay
careful attention to the vocabulary it uses because God
chooses His vocabulary carefully. When it comes to the
total destruction of the wicked, God uses many
different Greek words to make the point again and again
that the wicked will be destroyed. Below is a list of
the major Greek words God uses to portray the
destruction of the wicked.
Apōleia (#684 ἀπώλεια). Apōleia means “the destruction
that one experiences
Apollumi (#622 ἀπόλλυμι). Apollumi means “to cause or
experience destruction”
Esthiō #2068 means “eat,” and thus by extension it also
came to mean “to do away with completely; consume;
devour”
Exolethreuō (#1842 ἐξολεθρεύω). This is an amplification
of olethros (2 Thessalonians. 1:9 below) and means to
destroy.
Katastrophē (#2692 καταστροφή). 2 Peter 2:6 says that God
reduced Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes as an example of
what would happen to ungodly people. Some Greek texts
include the word katastrophē, which means “condition of
destruction”
Olethros (#3639 ὄλεθρος). Olethros means “a state of
destruction, destruction, ruin, death”
Phthora (#5356, φθορά). Phthora means the destruction of
an entity”
Thanatos (#2288 θάνατος). Thanatos means “death; the
termination of physical life” Thanatos is also used in
to reference to the second death — the destruction of
both soul (self) and body in the lake of fire. In fact,
the Greek word translated as “death” in the phrase “the
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second death” is thanatos. For instance, ‘He that
overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death
(thanatos).’
Many New Testament verses state the destruction of
the wicked:
1Timothy 6:9 But they that will be rich fall into
temptation and a snare, and [into] many foolish and
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and
perdition.
Romans 9:22 [What] if God, willing to shew [his] wrath,
and to make his power known, endured with much
longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to
destruction:
Philippians 3:18 (For many walk, of whom I have told
you often, and now tell you even weeping, [that they
are] the enemies of the cross of Christ:
Philippians 3:19 Whose end [is] destruction, whose God
[is their] belly, and [whose] glory [is] in their shame,
who mind earthly things.)
2Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ:
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;
2Peter 2:12 But these, as natural brute beasts, made
to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things
that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in
their own corruption;
N. T. Use of the Word Apollumi (Perish, Destroy)

A consideration of the words used in the Greek New
Testament
We now would direct the reader to the New Testament,
and the examination of the words used therein in the
teaching, warning, or demonstration of the wages of sin.
Apollumi.- This word is translated in the A.V. as
follows: "Destroy," 23 times; "lose," 21 times; "be
destroyed," 3 times; "be lost," 10 times; "be marred,"
once; "die," once; and "perish," 33 times.
215

In examining "the words which the Holy Ghost
teacheth" we must ever remember that the literal sense
of the words is prima facie their true sense. It is
this literal sense which is the common, ordinary,
fundamental basis of all language, and accurate
communication of thought. "Labour not for the meat
which perisheth but for that meat which endureth to
age-abiding life" (John 6:27). "They shall perish, but
Thou remainest" (Heb. 1:11). None can fail to see that
the word perish in these passages is the opposite of
enduring or remaining. By what system of opposition do
men seek to explain the Bible when the object of
perishing is the sinner? Why should perishing in this
special case mean remaining or enduring in conscious
suffering? Dean Alford is responsible for the following
statement:
"A canon of interpretation which should be constantly
borne in mind is that a figurative sense of words is
never admissible except when required by the context."
Before passing on to the consideration of the next
word, we would like to quote the primary meaning of
apollumi as given by Liddell and Scott:
"Apollumi. To destroy utterly, to kill, slay: of things,
to demolish, to lay waste, to lose utterly."
Apoleia. - This word is a noun derived from the word
apollumi, and means destruction. It is rendered by the
A.V. as follows: "damnation," once; "damnable," once;
"destruction," 5 times; "to die," once; "perdition," 8
times; "pernicious ways," once; and with eimi eis and
accusative, "perish," once; "waste," twice. The same
word is rendered "pernicious ways" and "destruction".
Here the one word apoleia is rendered by four words in
those verses. The R.V. renders the word "destruction,"
and destruction consistently (the word "pernicious" is
not apoleia in the best Greek MSS.
The fact that men are "perishing" and need
salvation is emphasized again and again. We have
noticed the word in John 3:16. In 1 Cor. 1:18 we read,
'For the preaching of the cross is to them who are
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perishing - foolishness, but unto them who are being
saved - unto us it is the power of God.' It is the same
word (translated "lost" in A.V.) in 2 Cor. 4:3, "If our
gospel is veiled, to them who are perishing it is
veiled."
Again, "Apollumi. To destroy utterly, to kill, slay:
of things, to demolish, to lay waste, to lose utterly."
Apoleia. - This word is a noun derived from the word
apollumi, and means destruction. It is rendered by the
A.V. as follows: "damnation," once; "damnable," once;
"destruction," 5 times; "to die," once; "perdition," 8
times; "pernicious ways," once; and with eimi eis and
accusative, "perish," once; "waste," twice. The words
"damnation " and "damnable" both occur in 2 Peter 2:1,
3, "damnable heresies," and "their damnation." The same
word is rendered "pernicious ways" in verse 2, and
"destruction" in verse 1: Here the one word apoleia is
rendered by four words in those verses. In Pet. 3:7 the
word occurs again, translated "perdition" and finally
in verse 16 it is translated "destruction".
<https://truthaccordingtoscripture.com/documents/death/per

ReThink everything you thought you Knew

Review:
The Greek word pseuche and the Hebrew word nephesh are both
translated as “soul.

Nephesh supposedly signifies the 'consciousness' of
Man, or what we commonly call his soul. However, we can
find no biblical passage where it clearly undoubtedly
has this meaning.
Genesis 35:18 And it came to pass, as her soul was in
departing, (for she died) that she called his name
Benoni: but his father called him Benjamin.*
*This verse will be discussed more fully later in this
document.
1Kings 17:21 And he stretched himself upon the child
three times, and cried unto the LORD, and said, O LORD
my God, I pray thee, let this child's soul come into
him again.
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1Kings 17:22 And the LORD heard the voice of Elijah;
and the soul of the child came into him again, and he
revived.
Psalms 16:10 For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell;
neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see
corruption.
seem fairest for this signification. But may not be.
[Nephesh] in the three former passages be most properly
rendered breath and in the last, a breathing or animal
frame?
More on “apollumi”
The word, “apollumi,” is used to describe a sheep
which was lost and then was found and restored. And Christ
uses this same exact word in the Matthew 10:28:
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
The term is employed of physical items that lose
their usefulness. A wineskin that cracks open and is no
longer usable is said to “perish” (Lk. 5:37). A sheep
that wanders away from the safety of the fold is
described as “lost” (Lk. 15:4, 6), i.e., separated from
the shepherd. The wayward prodigal son was “lost” to
his father (Lk. 15:24), though certainly not
annihilated. Food that spoils is said to have “perished”
(Jn. 6:27). (See below)
G622 (See above) /apóllymi ("violently/completely
perish"), i.e. to cancel out (remove); "to die, with
the implication of ruin and destruction" (L & N, 1,
23.106); cause to be lost (utterly perish) by
experiencing a miserable end.
Finally, the Scriptures themselves clearly give the true sense of apollumi.
In
Revelation 17:8 The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of
the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall
wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of
the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.
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Revelation 17:9 And here [is] the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are
seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth.
Revelation 17:10 And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, [and] the
other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space.
Revelation 17:11 And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is
of the seven, and goeth into perdition.

John describes the wicked beast who so opposed God as going into
“perdition” (apoleian). However, in 20:10 the same writer, alluding to the same
beast, describes his destiny as one of being “tormented day and night for ever and
ever.”
Revelation 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the
beast and the false prophet [are], and shall be
tormented day and night for ever and ever.
Clearly, that is not utter extinction. The
conditionalist dogma of eventual annihilation for the
wicked is false, and those who advocate this view are
doing a great disservice to the cause of truth.
Consider:
Hebrews 2:14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he
also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy
him that had the power of death, that is, the devil;
"Of course, it did not appear to Adam and Eve in the full glory with which it
came, in its fulfillment, to the disciple of the Messiah Himself. Still the fact of a
promise revealing the final destruction of evil, the crushing of the serpent’s head,
as reported by Moses, is enough to show that these unhappy transgressors were not
left without some hope that their evil would be overcome of good. Doubtless, if the
original communication to them from God was couched in the language of the
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sacred historian, or in any similar phrase or figure, the light that fell from it was
faint and dim; but any light served to keep them from utter darkness and despair.
They could not learn from the promise, as it stands, when, or where, or how, the
evil they had introduced into the world was to be removed, and innocence and
happiness restored to them and their posterity; but, since God had spoken these
words of mercy, they could not be entirely hopeless."
Hebrews 2:14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he
also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy
him that had the power of death, that is, the devil;

“that through death He may destroy him that had the
power of death, that is, the devil.” - Destruction is
not annihilation. When you burn a piece of wood the
gases and ashes weigh precisely as much as the wood
before cremation. In the economy of Nature there is no
such thing as annihilation. God in providence and grace
is identical. Therefore, the doctrine of annihilation
is heretical and equally contradictory to both nature
and revelation. The destruction of the devil does not
mean his annihilation, but his utter and eternal
discomfiture, defeat and inoperativeness, as we will
show..
◄ 2673. katargeó ►
Strong's Concordance
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katargeó: to render inoperative, abolish
Original Word: καταργέω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: katargeó
Phonetic Spelling: (kat-arg-eh'-o)
Definition: to render inoperative, abolish
Usage: (a) I make idle (inactive), make of no effect, annul, abolish, bring to naught, (b) I
discharge, sever, separate from.
HELPS Word-studies
2673 katargéō (from 2596 /katá, "down to a point," intensifying 691 /argéō, "inactive, idle") –
properly, idle down, rendering something inert ("completely inoperative"); i.e. being of no effect
(totally without force, completely brought down); done away with, cause to cease and therefore
abolish; make invalid, abrogate (bring to naught*); "to make idle or inactive" (so also in
Euripides, Phoen., 753, Abbott-Smith).
["2673 (katargéō) means 'to make completely inoperative' or 'to put out of use,' according to
TDNT (1.453)" (J. Rodman Williams, Renewal Theology "God, the World & Redemption," 389).]
*The Hebrew word is translated “bring you to naught”, but it is the same word

that is almost always translated “destroy”.
Regarding the lake of fire
"Many teach that the lake of fire is a place where
the sinners are alive and consciously suffering endless
misery. On the other hand, many are teaching that the
lake of fire is endless destruction. Both of these
doctrines are making God the loser of some or most of
His Creation. Godly people in Bible days would never
have dreamed of the idea that the “second death” could
be conscious, because they assumed death is unconscious,
due to David and Solomon’s clear teaching on the
subject. The definition of death in their mind was what
we would call physical death resulting in
unconsciousness, the absence of life/soul/consciousness,
the inability to interact with one’s environment. To
them, death was the absence of life and the opposite of
life, not a second life. Thus, it would have never
crossed their minds to think of the lake of fire as
anything but a physical fire on Earth that will destroy
physical corpses. Same with the fire in Gehenna in
Jerusalem that Jesus spoke of several times, and any other
warning in Scripture about future fire judgment. Godly people in Bible days
would have automatically assumed these were warnings about being killed
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physically and having your corpse destroyed in a physical fire on earth,
so that you’d be unable to enjoy life during a particular period of time (you
would “lose your soul/life/consciousness” and miss out on “eonian life” or
life in the kingdom of God on Earth during a particular age or ages). Their
mindset that death was unconscious did not allow them to think of the lake
of fire or the Gehenna fire as anything but physical fires on Earth.
Again, it's possible that some of the unbelievers who are judged at the
white throne will be determined by Jesus not to be exceedingly evil
(although they were unbelievers in the 3rd age*, they were not
exceptionally evil so as to fit the description of Rev. 22:14 & 21:8),
and these will possibly be allowed to live on for a
while into the New Jerusalem age (in their mortal
bodies which they got when they were resurrected to
be judged, see Rev. 21:5)."
Revelation 21:5 And he that sat upon the throne said,
Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me,
Write: for these words are true and faithful.
These people will be the "nations" that will bring their glory and honor
into the New Jerusalem, the "nations" who will be "healed", etc. Of course,
after these people in mortal bodies live for a while in the New Jerusalem
age, they would die a natural death, and later will be resurrected again – if
they are redeemed, this time into immortal bodies, “vivified**” – at the
consummation of God’s plan, after the New Jerusalem age (1 Cor.
15:20-28).
*The 5 true biblical ages (and the 7
dispensations) will fully be discussed in this document.
Vivification is not resurrection
**Vivification defined
Main point:
The resurrection of unbelievers (those who didn’t
have faith to believe) who are to be judged at the white
throne (Revelation 20:5 & 13) is not mentioned by Paul
in 1 Corinthians 15:20-28 as one of the three
“vivifications” ('quickened*' in an immortal body).
Philippians 3:21 Who shall change our vile body, that
it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body,
according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue
all things unto himself.
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where the mortal body is called "the body of the
humiliation", which the Saviour Whom we await out of
the heavens, will transfigure. Transfiguration
describes the change from the condition of humiliation
that goes with mortality to that of glory which belongs
to Him Who only, as yet, has immortality.
Christ's Spirit, asserts that the reason that God
will vivify the saved is that the saved body is already
His home.
1Corinthians 3:16 Know ye not that ye are the temple
of God, and [that] the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?
As He made the body of Jesus a temple so too He has
made the Christian's body. His presence is in the
character of 'Him Who raised Jesus from the dead'.
Romans 8:11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up
Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up
Christ from the dead shall also quicken* your mortal
bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. *'quicken' - The word quicken is defined by Noah Webster’s 1828 American
Dictionary as:
1. Primarily, to make alive; to vivify; to revive or resuscitate, as from death or an inanimate
state.

- is both the reason and the pledge that He will do as
much for us. Thus the contrast between flesh and spirit,
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between the law of the spirit of life and the law of
sin and death, is bought to a conclusion. The
salvation of God is shown to be an adequate deliverance
for those who have been subjected to sin and death.
1Corinthians 15:53 For this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal [must] put on immortality.
1Corinthians 15:54 So when this corruptible shall have
put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying
that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.
1Corinthians 15:22 For as in Adam all die, even so in
Christ shall all be made alive.

◄ 2227. zóopoieó ►
Strong's Concordance
zóopoieó: to make alive
Original Word: ζῳοποιέω
Part of Speech:
VerbzaTransliteration:
zóopoieó
Phonetic Spelling: (dzo-op-oy-eh'-o)
Definition: to make alive
Usage: I make that which was dead to live, cause to live, quicken.
HELPS Word-studies
2227 zōopoiéō (from 2221 /zōgréō, "alive" and 4160 /poiéō, "make") – properly, make alive
(zōos); i.e. "quicken," vivify ("animate"); (figuratively) because what is dead (inoperative)
tohave life; empower with divine life.
2227 /zōopoiéō ("make alive, enliven") is particularly used of God infusing His life in the
believer. The Lord infuses eternal life (zōē) into us each time we receive (obey) faith from Him.
This enables living with God – not just for Him (cf. Gal 2:20; Ro 8:28-30; 1 Jn 5:4). His selfexistent, all-powerful life overcomes all the deadly effects of sin.
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(1 Cor 15:36,38) seed, come to life – The resurrection-body of the believer will be
characterized by continuity with diversity – i.e. reflecting the physical-spiritual life we lived
here on earth in a supra-physical fashion (Phil 3:11-21). Both of these aspects of
glorification are illustrated in 1 Cor 15 by the metaphor of seeds.

Review:
This will serve to show the difference between zōopoiéō
(vivification) and the word anastasis (resurrection)
(below). The word used in 1 Cor. 15:22 is not
resurrection (anastasias). As mentioned before, the
word used is the Greek "zoopoieo" which means to vivify,
to make alive, is to be made immortal. The apostle Paul
tells us very clearly in that verse that redeemed that
are dying in Adam will be or shall be made alive in
Christ.
"When you receive Christ, though, you are placed by theHoly
Spirit into the Body of Christ. You are “in Adam” by birth (no
choice); you are “in Christ” by the New Birth (your choice). So
you are no longer “in Adam”; you are “in Christ.” When you
receive Christ, you are “made alive” inside, and someday, if the
Lord tarries, you will be “made alive” on the outside."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S. 1 - 2 Corinthians
Commentary

It is most important to remember vivification or
being made alive cannot be limited to resurrection of
the dead. Resurrection is limited to the dead. You
cannot resurrect the living, yet the living in Christ
will be "made alive" at Christ's coming UP-STANDing,
resurrection*, is a standing up again of that which is
fallen.
1Corinthians 15:42 So also [is] the resurrection of
the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in
incorruption:
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◄ 386. anastasis ►
Strong's Concordance
anastasis: a standing up, i.e. a resurrection, a raising up, rising
Original Word: ἀνάστασις, εως, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: anastasis
Phonetic Spelling: (an-as'-tas-is)
Definition: a standing up, a resurrection, a raising up, rising
Usage: a rising again, resurrection.
HELPS Word-studies
*386 anástasis (from 303 /aná, "up, again" and 2476 /hístēmi, "to stand") – literally, "stand up"
(or "stand again"), (See above.) referring to physical resurrection (of the body).

The word used by Paul is "zoopoiethesontai" and
this is a future passive verb meaning to vivify, to
make alive beyond the reach of death. The Greek word
"anastasis" means resurrection. Jesus resurrected
several people as recorded in the gospels, but that
does not mean they received unending life at that point.
Not all Christians will be resurrected. Many Christians
will be alive when Christ returns. Therefore, living
Christians will not be resurrected, but they will be
made alive or vivified. It is most important to
remember vivification or being made alive cannot be
limited to resurrection of the dead. Resurrection is
limited to the dead. You cannot resurrect the living,
yet the living in Christ will be "made alive" at
Christ's coming.
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It is instructive to note just what or who is said
to be resurrected. Though the phrase "the resurrection
of the body" is found in the best known creed, it is
not found in Scripture, which speaks of the
resurrection of persons. We read of "the resurrection
of the dead-ones," of Christ, of Jesus Christ, of the
Lord Jesus. The verb egeiroo, to rouse, to awake, to
raise (See above), is in some few occurrences used of
bodily rousing. Usually persons are resurrected or
roused from the dead; bodies are said to be vivified**,
transfigured, and roused (Rom.8:11; Phil.3:21; 1
Cor.15:44).
** There is resurrection without spiritual vivification.
If one has not received spiritual life before his death,
he will rise without it. If life and immortality were
the portion of all who will be resurrected, then all
who die will be saved simply by resurrection and would
not be liable to the second death or subject to its
authority (Rev.2:11; 20:6,14; 21:8). "He who has not
the Son has not the life," yet all the dead shall be
resurrected (1 John 5:12; 1 Cor.15:21; John 5:28;
Rev:5,12,13). Resurrection temporarily***** saves the
unbeliever from the death to which he is doomed as a
son of Adam. The first death is the penalty for Adam's
sin. The last Adam delivers from this death all who die.
The second death follows the judgment and is the
penalty which will be inflicted for the personal sins
of those who have not been justified or pardoned
(saved).
<http://www.theheraldofgodsgrace.org/Rogers/VivificationOfSpiritAndBody.htm>

*****The resurrection of unbelievers (those who
didn’t have faith to believe) who are to be judged at
the white throne (Revelation 20:5 & 13) is not
mentioned by Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:20-28 as one of
the three “vivifications” (resurrections into an
immortal body).*
Because in Revelation 20:5 & 13,
Revelation 20:5 But the rest of the dead lived not
again until the thousand years were finished. This [is]
the first resurrection.
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Revelation 20:13 And the sea gave up the dead which
were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead
which were in them: and they were judged every man
according to their works.
*The unsaved, resurrected to be judged, will be
given mortal bodies, and after being judged by God they
will die a second death.
The people who will be thrown into the lake of fire
will be in temporarily resurrected mortal physical
bodies before they are thrown there. Revelation 20:5
and 13 make it clear that those who will be judged at
the white throne after Jesus’ 1,000-year reign on Earth,
will be dead (lost) people who will be temporarily
resurrected into mortal bodies.****
****unvivified
We’ve already determined from numerous passages
that the unredeemed will suffer utter destruction of
soul (self), which is in body - the blood% at the
second death, but some will justly experience a severer
degree of suffering when this destruction occurs.
%This topic will be discussed more fully in this document.
God, like a wise human judge, will judge fairly and
wisely in each individual case, “according to their
deeds (works)” – and then the death that follows is an
additional lesson. God is actually fair and just. And
not only in His “mysterious way” that is impossible to
understand, but in a way that makes sense to the heart
and mind of every human being. Pagan-inherited doctrine
morphs God into a monster whose actions violate our
sense of justice. But why would you want to serve a God
who doesn't explain why He does what He does, or why He
(supposedly) violates the very sense of fairness and
decency He built into us, even to those who seek Him?
Thankfully, God actually makes sense, and in a way that
lines up perfectly with the sense of justice He built
into every human being. God's thinking processes and
reasons for doing what He does actually make logical
sense. And He has explained it all perfectly in
Scripture so that those who seek Him can understand
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exactly why He’s doing everything He’s doing. God will
judge “every one” – the Word goes out of its way to let
us know that He will judge each individual separately –
“according to their deeds”. Then, after this occurs,
sinners all get the same punishment – death, (but a
specific amount of suffering occurs prior to their
death, according to their deeds), as a lesson for all
of them. The point is God’s judgment is about
correction and learning lessons, not just about
punishment. If it were just about a blanket punishment
for all sinners, God would not bother to judge each
sinner individually; He’d just kill them all and throw
them straight in the lake of fire. But then again –
what would be the point of waking them up from death
only to kill them again right away? You can see how the
main point of this whole scene in Revelation 20:11-15
is the personal judgment of each individual, not just
the putting-back-to-death.
"It seems quite possible that at the white throne judgment some people (those particular
types of sinners listed in Rev. 22:14 & 21:8) will not have had their names written in the book of
life and thus will go directly into the lake of fire to die right after they are judged, while on the
other hand some of the previous unbelievers who get judged at the white throne will have their
names written in the book of life and will be allowed to live on for a while into the New
Jerusalem age (Revelation 21-22) until their mortal bodies die naturally. (If nobody but
Christians have their name written in the book of life, why even consult the book? The
Christians will be obvious because they will already be in raptured bodies at that point; no need
to consult a book to figure out who the Christians are.)
Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.
– "It is clear that those who are very wicked in this current age will definitely not experience
any eonian reward, and they will not get to experience the greatest eon on the new Earth in any
way, for they will be dead during the greatest eon that begins with the new heaven and new
Earth and the city of New Jerusalem coming down from heaven onto the new Earth.
Rev. 21:9-22:15– From here on out, until the last few verses of Revelation, an angel shows
John the specifics of the circumstances of the New Jerusalem eon (Revelation 21-22). These
circumstances include the healing of the nations (those not overly wicked, but not unbelievers
either), raptured believers ruling over these nations, these nations bringing their glory and honor
into the New Jerusalem, etc. The angel also makes sure to reiterate that those whose lives were
very wicked during this current age will not get to experience that greatest eon on the new
Earth due to having been sentenced to death and having their corpses thrown in the lake of fire.
We mistakenly think that Jesus was constantly preaching about heaven vs. hell to Israel,
when in fact He was preaching to them about taking part in “the kingdom of God” (the next two
ages of life on earth) and warning them not to be evil so they would not be killed and thrown in
the future physical fire of Gehenna on earth when He began to rule the Earth. It is a paganteaching that the “hell/eternal-punishment/everything-is-about-heaven-and-hell” mindset
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dominates the thinking of most modern Christians, which is a very different mindset than the “we
are waiting for the future earthly reign of the Messiah” mindset that dominated the thinking of
Israelites living 2,000 years ago. So modern Christians read Jesus’ statements about Gehenna
and think He is talking about a nebulous spirit-fire with nebulous spirit-worms, when in reality He
is talking about a physical fire, physical worms (fly larva), physical corpses, and physical people
looking at it all in fulfillment of Isaiah 66:23-24.
In fact, both “fire-events” that Christians are so scared of – Gehenna, and the lake of
fire referred to in the book of Revelation – can be easily proven to be physical fires that will
burn/kill/destroy physical bodies/corpses. Neither fire is “eternal” or “everlasting”, or lasts
“forever” or “forever and ever”. Those words are blatant mistranslations anytime you see them
in an English Bible, as is proven in this document (See section 2B). The Isaiah 66 fire in
Gehenna in Jerusalem to which Jesus referred will occur at the beginning of the Millennium, and
the physical lake of fire referred to in the book of Revelation will burn after the Millennium.
These fires will be physical – they can both be proven beyond any shadow of doubt from
Scripture to burn physical, mortal human bodies/corpses. There’s a logical reason why the
antichrist, the false prophet and Satan will remain conscious after their physical bodies are
destroyed in the lake of fire, in direct contrast to full human beings who will die – become
unconscious, see Ecc. 9:5., when they are killed and their bodies are thrown into the lake of fire.
Ecclesiastes 9:5 For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing, neither
have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.
Christians have no reason to fear these two fire-events anyway, because by the time they
happen, Christians will already be in immortal (vivified) bodies. Jesus’ message to Israel and
Paul’s message to the whole world later, to see why Jesus warned Israel about the fire in
Jerusalem in the next age, but that warning does not apply to Christians today. So it is
absolutely correct to take Jesus’ words about Gehenna literally – it’s just that to understand
Jesus correctly you must realize He was directly quoting Isaiah 66:23-24 which proves He was
referring to a literal physical location in Jerusalem where during His future earthly reign there will
be a literal physical fire and literal physical fly larva (not some type of 'nebulous spirit-fire” or
spirit-worms) literally burning the literal rotting physical bodies of evil people given capital
punishment by Jesus, while literal physical people watch with their literal physical eyes.
Now, some people correctly point out that Gehenna was a trash dump back then, where
fires would burn periodically, and they claim that this means we are allowed to take Jesus’
warnings about the future fire in Gehenna figuratively as if He was referring to a nebulous spirit
place beyond any shadow of doubt. Gehenna to an Israelite 2000 years ago knew that
Gehenna was a physical location and knew exactly where it was and that Israelites back then
would not have thought of the Valley of Gehenna in Jerusalem as a nebulous spirit place. And
even more importantly, the fact that Jesus directly quoted Isaiah 66:23-24 when giving His
warnings about the future fire in Gehenna (all the events in Isaiah 66:23-24 are clearly physical
and occur on this physical Earth) trumps the "we can take it figuratively because it was a fiery
trash dump" argument. Scripture interprets Scripture clearly in this case. Isaiah 66:23-24
interprets Jesus’ warnings about Gehenna as warnings about a physical fire in Gehenna in the
future, because Jesus directly quoted that passage when warning about Gehenna. Scripture
interpreting Scripture must always trump artificially-introduced or speculative ideas. In this case
Scripture interprets Scripture with absolute clarity, plainly telling us that Jesus' warnings about
Gehenna were regarding the literal physical events Isaiah 66:23-24 predicts to occur on this
physical Earth in the future (at the beginning of the Millennium reign of Christ on Earth). It is
airtight – we have no choice as to what to believe on the matter because Scripture itself tells us
beyond any shadow of doubt. Jesus’ quotation of Isaiah 66:23-24 regarding the future fire of
Gehenna totally eliminates the possibility of considering the artificially introduced, creatively
invented idea that Jesus might have been figuratively referring to a nebulous spirit place of
eternal torment.
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And don’t be confused by Matthew 13:42.
Matthew 13:42 And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of
teeth.*
Some English Bibles translate this verse as, “They (angels) will throw them (evil people)
into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” They have creatively
added the word “where”. More accurate translations like Young’s Literal Translation and the
Concordant Version do not invent and artificially insert the word “where”. (The KJV and ASV, for
example, also refrain from artificially adding the word “where”.) The Young’s Literal translation of
this verse reads like this: “...and shall cast them to the furnace of the fire; there shall be the
weeping and the gnashing of the teeth.” Semicolon. Not “where”. And the Concordant reads like
this: “...and they shall be casting them into a furnace of fire. There shall be lamentation and
gnashing of teeth.” There is a period after the word “fire”. Not the word “where”. The totally
uncalled for, massively confusing artificial insertion of the word “where” in less accurate
translations makes it sound like the weeping and gnashing of teeth is going on in the fire. That is
not what the passage says/ It just says that there will weeping and gnashing of teeth without
specifying exactly where it will be going on or even who is doing it (it could be the loved ones of
those whose corpses will be thrown into the fire, or the people going into the fire before they are
killed or before they are thrown there, we don’t know).
The idea that people in the fire would be weeping and gnashing their teeth would contradict
everything else the accurately translated Bible teaches about death. The Bible does not say that
anyone will be weeping or gnashing their teeth in the fire. It just says that at some point during
the period of time when people are getting killed and their physical corpses thrown in the
physical fire (Is. 66:23-24 + Mk. 9:47-48 + Matt. 13:41-42), some people (we don’t know who, or
exactly when, or exactly where) are going to be seen weeping and gnashing their teeth. This is
a very different and much less specific thing than the idea of people in the fire weeping and
gnashing their teeth as the word “where” ridiculously added by some careless English
translations implies."
*As for “gnashing of teeth,” most might think that this

is a reference to the experience of pain, but in the
Bible “gnashing of teeth” describes the wrath of an
adversary about to kill his victim. In other words, the
teeth belong to the tormentor, not the tormented. This
topic will be fully discussed later in this document.
Matthew 13:42 And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of
teeth.
"Obviously, some Bible translators simply assume that this fire mentioned in Matthew
13:42 is “hell”. Thus, it makes perfect sense in their minds to artificially add the word “where”,
artificially changing the meaning of the verse to make it sound as if the people in the fire are
gnashing their teeth when the verse doesn’t actually say that. These careless translators
haven’t bothered to check the simple fact that Jesus quoted Isaiah 66:23-24
Isaiah 66:23 And it shall come to pass, [that] from one new moon to another, and from one
Sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the LORD.
Isaiah 66:24 And they shall go forth, and look upon the carcases of the men that have
transgressed against me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched; and
they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh.
when talking about the fire in Gehenna, which proves beyond any shadow of doubt that it will
be a physical fire. How on Earth are people whose corpses (carcases) are burned up and
rotting in this physical fire supposed to weep and gnash their teeth while their bodies/corpses
are dead, burned to a crisp, and rotting/decomposing? That would be literally impossible. Thus
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,we know, simply by putting Isaiah 66:23-24 together with Mark 9:47-48 and all the times Jesus
warned the Israelites about this same physical fire, that it cannot possibly be the people in the
fire weeping and gnashing their teeth, while they are in the fire. It must be, according to simple
logic and the simple exercise of putting a couple of clear Scriptures together, people outside
thefire, and/or before they are killed, and/or before they go into the fire who will be weeping
and gnashing their teeth. The accurate translation of Matthew 13:42 (with a semicolon or
period rather than the word “where”- as it is in the KJV), of course, can easily be interpreted
this way without contradicting anything else in Scripture.
Matthew 13:42 And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of
teeth.
On the other hand, interpreting it as if the people who are in the fire are weeping and
gnashing their teeth while they’re in the fire would blatantly contradict Isaiah 66:23-24 and Mark
9:47-48, not to mention the Bible’s clear and cohesive teaching about what happens when a
person dies.
James 3:6 And the tongue [is] a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members,
that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.
Nor should you be confused by James 3:6, which says, “The tongue is a fire...and is set
on fire of Gehenna.”

◄ 1067. geenna ►
HELPS Word-studies
1067 géenna (a transliteration of the Hebrew term, Gêhinnōm, "the valley of Hinnom") –
Gehenna, i.e. hell (also referred to as the "lake of fire" in Revelation).
In the Scriptures “Gehenna” (“hell,” AV)—all incredible myths to the contrary
notwithstanding
The meaning given today to the word “hell” is that
portrayed in Dante’s Divine Comedy and Milton’s Paradise Lost*:
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"And black Gehenna called, the type of Hell. Next Chemos,
obscene dread of Moab's sons, From Aroar65 to Nebo66 and the
wild Of southmost Abarimin Hesebon"
Paradise Lost Volume 1, p. 104
a meaning which is completely foreign to the original
definition of the word.
* This topic will be discussed more fully later in this document.
Gehenna does not speak of “the place of the eternal torments of the damned.” Instead, it
refers to an actual place on Earth, namely, the valley (or “ravine”) of Hinnom (Neh.11:30) in the
land of Israel.
Nehemiah 11:30 Zanoah, Adullam, and [in] their villages, at Lachish, and the fields thereof, at
Azekah, and [in] the villages thereof. And they dwelt from Beersheba unto the valley of Hinnom.
The ravine of Hinnom is a valley to the southwest of Jerusalem (“the ravine of the son of
Hinnom”; Joshua 15:8). The Hebrew phrase gê (“ravine of”) hinnom became geenna in Greek,
whence Gehenna in Latin and English.
"James is obviously not speaking literally here; he’s obviously not saying that our
tongues literally burst into flames. He’s speaking figuratively, saying, “The evil force (sin) that
will cause people to be thrown into the fire of Gehenna is the same evil force (sin) that causes
us to misuse our tongues and say things we shouldn’t say.” The figurative language James uses
in James 3:6 would work well to get his point across whether Gehenna is a nebulous spirit place
where nebulous spirit-fire is burning, or whether Gehenna is a physical location where a
physical fire will burn in the future. Either way, as long as “Gehenna” is associated with fire and
sin in his audience’s mind, he gets his point across perfectly. The question is how “Gehenna”
would have been associated with fire in James’ audience’s mind 2,000 years ago. James’
audience 2,000 years ago had not been subjected to centuries of paganism clouding their minds;
they knew the Old Testament Scriptures far better than the average modern Christian does, and
as such it never would have crossed their minds to think of Gehenna as a nebulous spirit-place,
because Gehenna is only mentioned as a physical location in the Old Testament and most
Israelites would have been very familiar with it as a physical place in Jerusalem. The Israelites’
obsession was with the Messiah coming back to rule the earth, and thus the idea of Gehenna as
a future place of physical fire to kill evil people on Earth at the beginning of the Messiah’s reign
as described in Isaiah 66:23-24 made perfect sense to them. The modern Christian, on the
other hand, sees the word “Gehenna” in the same sentence with the word “fire” and – due to the
fact that we’ve inherited centuries of paganism about hell from the of the Middle Ages –
automatically jumps to the conclusion that this verse is talking about “hell”. The problem is, there
is not a single shred of evidence in the Bible that Gehenna is a nebulous spirit-place. James 3:6
does not prove whether Gehenna is a nebulous spirit-place or a physical location on Earth –
James’ point and symbolism works perfectly either way. So we must look to the rest of Scripture
to tell us whether Gehenna is a physical location or a nebulous spirit-place. Gehenna is always,
with no exceptions, referred to in Scripture as a physical location on Earth, both in the past (all
the Old Testament verses that mention the valley of Gehinnom etc.) and in the future (Jesus
quoting Isaiah 66:23-24 which proves he was talking about future physical events on this
physical earth).We just explained about James 3:6 (and Matthew 13:42) is the perfect example
of a massively important concept.
It is absolutely incomprehensible how supposedly “expert” Bible translators take it upon
themselves to translate Gehenna as “hell”, when there is not a single shred of logical evidence
that this word is ever used to refer to a nebulous spirit-place in Scripture, but in fact every single
reference to Gehenna in the Bible is clearly talking about a physical location on Earth. (James
3:6 must obviously be interpreted using the other references to Gehenna in Scripture.) The
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translators change the meaning of the word Gehenna to make it mean something that is totally
different than how it is used in Scripture – the translators are translating according to their
traditional beliefs (preconceived ideas) instead of according to common sense. We are not
allowed to look at a verse where the word “fire” is used with the word “Gehenna” and just
automatically assume it is talking about a nebulous spirit-place. We must look at the rest of
Scripture to tell exactly what this place Gehenna is and exactly what the fire there will be like.
(Scripture clearly tells us that Gehenna was, is, and will be a physical place in Jerusalem on
Earth, and that there will be physical fire there in the future; this is the fire Jesus often warned
the Israelites about – see Isaiah 66:23-24 and Mark 9:47-48.) We must use common sense and
use Scripture to interpret Scripture. This concept of using common sense rules to translate and
interpret Scripture is so important to understand because the entire typical belief system of
modern Christianity about conscious death and eternal punishment is based on discarding
common sense rules when translating and interpreting Scripture, in an attempt to match belief
that did not originate with the early church but with the paganism that was combined with
Christianity in the Middle Ages."
- HELL IS A MISTRANSLATION Copyright 2010 John Lilley

The consequence for sin is death,
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
The resurrected unrepentant sinner will burn,
but not burn forever. God's gift is eternal life,
whichis very different from the penalty of sin. God
says that the "wages" of sin (what you "earn" for
transgressing God's law) is death. He does not say
thatthe unrepentant sinner will live eternally in some
sortof torment, but that he will die. (only to be
resurrected and cast into the lake of fire where
suffering is relatively brief.
Psalms 37:38 But the transgressors shall be destroyed
together: the end of the wicked shall be cut off.
The wicked will perish. In fact, verse 38 says they
will all be destroyed together, in one place, at one
time. But the meek, those who wait on the LORD, will
inherit the Earth and live forever. Review:
The Bible says that those who are judged by God to
be hopelessly evil are going to burn, but not forever.
Those cast into the lake of fire will be burned to
death, the second death, after they had been
resurrected to physical life for judgment. They will be
burned to ash on that day (ashes don't burn either
alive or forever), after which "it shall leave them
neither root nor branch":
Malachi 4:1 For, behold, the day cometh, that shall
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burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that
do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh
shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it
shall leave them neither root nor branch.
- Malachi makes it extremely clear. The wicked will
become stubble. They will be ashes under the soles of
the feet of the righteous. In addition, we see again
that it will happen all at once: Because the Lord says
that the day is coming when the wicked will be burnt up,
they will be stubble.
'neither root nor branch' - The wicked will be without
Christ, who is referred to as the 'root' and the
'branch' in Scripture:
Isaiah 11:10 And in that day there shall be a root of
Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people;
to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be
glorious.
Zechariah 3:8 Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou,
and thy fellows that sit before thee: for they [are]
men wondered at: for, behold, I will bring forth my
servant the BRANCH.
And we find that this burning has an end because
later on God promises that believers will trample the
wicked since they will be ashes under their feet. God
will not keep them burning forever, but He will finish
this work. God will burn them up in the lake of fire
(the second death (Revelation 21:8).
Malachi chapter 4 describes what will befall those
who persist in rejecting God and His ways. They will be
completely burned up and reduced to ashes (verses 1, 3),
a destruction during the reign of Christ (see also
Matthew 10:28). This truth may surprise those who
anticipate that the wicked will be tormented forever in
a fire that never goes out. In spite of its widespread
acceptance, that teaching doesn't come from the Bible.
We see from Malachi 4:1-3 and Mark 9:47-48 that any
human being thrown into the lake of fire will be
destroyed. He/she will perish. Their punishment will be
'eternal'. But they will not be tormented for Eternity.
It is the results that will be eternal.
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Judgment by fire occurs when God destroys Sodom and
Gomorrah:
Genesis 19:24 Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon
Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven;
Genesis 19:25 And he overthrew those cities, and all
the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and
that which grew upon the ground.
"Here we have another instance of remarkable wickedness, and of
terrible judgment. Yet, on examination, we find no warning given to the
Sodomites of an endless fire, to which the soul would be subjected, after
the fire by which the body should perish. The extreme wickedness of the
people is set forth with graphic power. It would seem a proper occasion for
a revelation of endless punishment, if true; for such, if any, must certainly
be its victims. But if we turn to the Bible, we find it contains no hint of the
matter, neither in the way of warning to the Sodomites, nor of history for
restraining future transgressors. If true, how is this omission to be
explained in harmony with the acknowledged principles of justice, to say
nothing of mercy ?"
"What would we say of a ruler who should publish a law, affixing to it
the penalty of ten stripes for every transgression; and then, having inflicted
this, should proceed to burn the offender over a slow fire, till he sank
under the torture and died? And what should we think, if, with devilish
ingenuity, he should contrive to keep every one of his victims alive for a
whole year, for ten years, in order that the slow torture might be
lengthened out that time; and all this kept secret when the law was
published, and the trivial penalty of ten stripes declared as the
punishment? Yet this is precisely the state of the case in the judgment
under review, if the Sodomites were sent into endless torments."
- In Leviticus we read about the tragic case of Nada
and Abihu, who, after disobeying the Lord’s command,
are consumed* by fire from the presence of the Lord.
Leviticus 10:1 And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron,
took either of them his censer, and put fire therein,
and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire
before the LORD, which he commanded them not.
Leviticus 10:2 And there went out fire from the LORD,
and devoured them, and they died before the LORD.
Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu took their censors,
put fire in them and added incense; and they offered
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unauthorized fire before the LORD, contrary to his
command. And there went out fire from the LORD, and
devoured them, and they died before the LORD (10:2).
Nadab and Abihu ignored God’s commands and attempted
to approach Him on their own terms. As a result “fire
came out from the presence of the LORD and consumed
them, and they died before the LORD.” Their disregard
of the LORD’s will and attempt to approach Him on their
own terms represents religion as opposed to
Christianity. Religion is the human attempt to connect
with God, whereas Christianity is God connecting with
humanity through Christ. We can either do it our way
or God’s way.
Vine's Greek New Testament Dictionary
Consume - aphanizo lit., "to cause to disappear, put out of sight," came to mean "to do away with" (a,
negative, phaino, "to cause to appear"), said of the destructive work of moth and rust, Matt 6:19,20 (RV,
"consume," AV, "corrupt"). See CORRUPT, DISFIGURE, PERISH, VANISH.
aphanizo - primarily means "to cause to disappear," hence
(a) "to make unsightly, to disfigure," as of the face, Matt 6:16;
(b) "to cause to vanish away, consume," Matt 6:19,20;
(c) in the Passive Voice, "to perish," Acts 13:41, or "to vanish away," James 4:14. See CONSUME.
Perish - (b) of persons, e.g., Matt 8:25; John 3:15,16; John 10:28; John 17:12, RV, "perished" (AV, "is
lost"); Rom 2:12; 1 Cor 1:18, lit., "the perishing," where the perfective force of the verb implies the
completion of the process of destruction (Moulton, Proleg., p. 114); 1 Cor 8:11; 1 Cor 15:18; 2 Pet 3:9;
Jude 1:11. For the meaning of the word see apollumi under DESTROY.
Destroy - A1. Destroy, Destroyer, Destruction, Destructive [Verb] apollumi a strengthened form of
ollumi, signifies "to destroy utterly;" in Middle Voice, "to perish." The idea is not extinction but ruin, loss,
not of being, but of well-being. This is clear from its use, as, e.g., of the marring of wine skins, Luke 5:37;
of lost sheep, i.e., lost to the shepherd, metaphorical of spiritual destitution, Luke 15:4,6, etc.; the lost son,
Luke 15:24; of the perishing of food, John 6:27; of gold, 1 Pet 1:7. So of persons, Matt 2:13, "destroy;"
Matt 8:25, "perish;" Matt 22:7; Matt 27:20; of the loss of well-being in the case of the unsaved hereafter,
Matt 10:28; Luke 13:3,5; John 3:16 John 3:15 in some mss.); John 10:28; John 17:12; Rom 2:12; 1 Cor
15:18; 2 Cor 2:15, "are perishing;" 2 Cor 4:3; 2 Thess 2:10; James 4:12; 2 Pet 3:9. Cp. apoleia. See DIE,
LOSE, MARRED, PERISH.

So we see here that Nadab and Abihu ignored God's
commands and attempted to approach Him on their own
terms. As a result, 'fire came out from the presence
ofthe LORD and consumed them, and they died before the
LORD.'' Their disregard of the LORD's will and attempt
to approach Him on their own terms represents religion
as opposed to Christianity. Religion is the human
attempt to connect with God, whereas Christianity is
God connecting with humanity through Christ. We can
either do it our way or God's way, it is our choice.
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The fiery consumption, not the annihilation of
Nadab and Abihu is a biblical example of what will
happen on Judgment Day to people who disregard God's
Word and live their lives with little or no concern of
their Creator; these proud rebels are only willing to
approach God on their own terms. On Judgment Day such
people can expect a fire to come out from the presence
of the LORD and consume them. They will die before the
LORD, just as assuredly as Nadab and Abihu did.
To repeat, the fiery consumption of Nadab and
Abihu is a biblical example of what will happen at
judgment time to people who disregard God’s Word and
live their liveswith little or no concern of Him. These
unbelievers areonly willing to approach God on their
own terms. At judgment time such people can expect a
fire to come outfrom the presence of the LORD and
consume them. They will die before the LORD, just as
assuredly as Nadab and Abihu did.
- In Numbers we read of two cases of “fire from the
Lord” consuming people in judgment.
Numbers 11:1 And [when] the people complained, it
displeased the LORD: and the LORD heard [it]; and his
anger was kindled; and the fire of the LORD burnt among
them, and consumed* [them that were] in the uttermost
parts of the camp.
Numbers 16:35 And there came out a fire from the LORD,
and consumed* the two hundred and fifty men that
offered incense.
- the Lord sends down fire to consume soldiers sent to
apprehend Elijah
2Kings 1:10 And Elijah answered and said to the
captain of fifty, If I [be] a man of God, then let fire
come down from heaven, and consume* thee and thy fifty.
And there came down fire from heaven, and consumed him
and his fifty.
* not annihilate See above Vines' definition of
'consume' above.
In these examples, fire is used to consume and
destroy people. These people die. As you can plainly
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see, the Biblical fact that God is going to destroy his
human enemies by a consuming fire followed by the
second death perfectly coincides with how God has dealt
with his human enemies throughout history. This is
testimony to the unchanging, consistent character of
God (see Psalm 102:26-27; James 1:17 and Hebrews 13:8).
Would it not be strange and totally inconsistent with
God's just, merciful character as revealed throughout
history if, on judgment day, He sentenced his human
enemies to never ending conscious torment a sadistic,
unjust, merciless sentence diametrically opposed to His
consistent, unchanging character? Of course, it would.
Fire will in fact consume* the wicked completely
and turn them into ashes. After suffering the second
death in the lake of fire they will then be dead.
“The second death is merely being the second time these people will physically die (the first
being their first physical death).In Scripture, when a person in a physical body, with a soul, and a
spirit,dies, their body goes into the ground, their spirit returns to God, and they cease to be
conscious.So when Revelation 20:14 says, “the lake of fire is the second death”, it means that
when you go there, you die. We must use the Bible’s clear definition of death rather than
inventing our own or inventing the concept of “spiritual death” which is a term never used in
Scripture and a concept never spoken of as a reality in Scripture (Paul only used physical
death as an analogy to speak about spiritual problems; he did not ever use the term “spiritual
death” or speak of it as a reality.)”

* not annihilate See above Vines' definition of
'consume' above.
So when these people are thrown in the lake of fire they will die. They will become
unconscious. Their souls (consciousness) will go to sheol/hades/the unseen, where there is
silence and no activity or knowledge whatsoever (Ecc. 9:5), because obviously dead people have
no means – a body connected to a spirit (Gen. 2:7) – with which to interact with their surroundings
anymore. Simple. There is no Biblical indication in Revelation 20:14 that weshould change
the simple definition of death which it uses in the rest of its sixty six books.
Unrepentant sinners, who have their temporarily resurrected mortal bodies thrown into
the lake of fire will be physically dying for the second time. (They died after their first earthly life,
then were resurrected temporarily into mortal bodies to be judged at the white throne of Christ in
Jerusalem and then they will die again). That is why the Bible calls it “the second death”. The
method of these people’s death (or possibly just the method of disposing of their physical bodies)
will be their bodies/corpses being thrown into the lake of fire. This is why the Bible says the lake
of fire “is the second death”. It will be the method of death or the method of disposal of the
physical bodies of people. The physical lake of fire will be where the physical bodies/corpses of
these people are thrown. It will be the second instance of physical dying for these people. It will
be a physical fire for physical mortal bodies, just like the fire in the Valley of Gehinnom during
the millennium will be a physical fire for physical mortal bodies (Isa. 66:23-24).
So ,this is the chronology of what will happen to those who die in this age without
having been given (Eph. 1:4, 2:8-9) faith in Christ:
1. They will die
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2. They will be resurrected into mortal bodies so they can be judged at the white throne

3.They will die (for the second time – the “second death”)
The important fact here is that the term “vivified” is not used of these people who will be
judged at the white throne and later die again. This along with the fact that these people will die
for a second time and the fact that the Bible’s definition of death (a physical body dying, the
person losing consciousness, and the unconscious spirit returning to God) does not change, we
know that these people will be in mortal bodies when they are judged.
Therefore, the lake of fire into which these mortal bodies will be thrown will simply cause
physical death – just like the first time these people died. Because it is their second instance of
physical death, the Bible logically and plainly calls it “the second death”.
- HELL IS A MISTRANSLATION Copyright 2010 John Lilley

Fire is a method used for judgment in the Bible
Because of fire's heat and destructive capacity, it frequently appears in the Bible as a
symbol of God's anger and of the judgment and destruction that sometimes are extensions of that
anger. An instance of God's use of fire is as an active manifestation of his presence is his sending
fire from heaven to consume sacrifices offered up to him on special and unusual occasions. In
the New Testament Paul describes the second coming of Christ as "in blazing fire" ( 2 Thess
1:7 ), an appearance that carries overtones of judgment as well as mere presence. Also akin to
Old Testament imagery is John's vision of Jesus with eyes "like blazing fire" ( Rev 1:14 ; 2:18 ;
19:12 ), again in judgment contexts.

Matthew 3:10 And now also the axe is laid unto the
root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth
not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the
fire.
A similitude of trees likened unto men. True
throughout the Bible.
Matthew 3:11 I indeed baptize you with water unto
repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier
than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall
baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and [with] fire:
Matthew 3:12 Whose fan [is] in his hand, and he will
throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into
the garner;
but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.
"burn up" = "consume* Greek G2618 katakaiō to burn
down (to the ground), that is, consume: - burn (up,
utterly).
* not annihilate See above Vines' definition of
'consume' above.
Matthew 13:30 Let both grow together until the harvest:
and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers,
Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in
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bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.
- Jesus likened wicked people to tares — (weeds that
are counterfeit wheat) that are gathered in bundles at
the time of the harvest and are totally burned up.
Psalms 37:20 But the wicked shall perish, and the
enemies of the LORD [shall be] as the fat of lambs:
they shall consume; into smoke shall they consume away.
The second death differs from the first death in
that it includes the suffering measured out according
to their deeds - prior the moment of death where "both
body and soul (conscious experience)" are fully
destroyed, not annihilated (Matthew 10:28). Each sinner
pays for his own sin-debt in the lake of fire.
Our merciful God will quickly end the lives of
sinful, unrepentant individuals. They will not live on
forever burning in torment and agony. Those of the
second resurrection who are judged evil will be cast
into the lake of fire which is the second death. They
will be killed, burned to ash and cast ultimately into
the lake of fire.
The Greek word apollumi, when used in reference to
the second death (e.g. Matthew 10:28), refers primarily
to death, but secondarily to ruin, loss, not of being,
but of well-being”.
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
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◄ 622. apollumi ►
Strong's Concordance
apollumi: to destroy, destroy utterly
Original Word: ἀπόλλυμι
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: apollumi
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-ol'-loo-mee)
Definition: to destroy, destroy utterly
Usage: (a) I kill, destroy, (b) I lose, mid: I am perishing (the resultant death being viewed as
certain).
HELPS Word-studies
622 apóllymi (from 575 /apó, "away from," which intensifies ollymi, "to destroy") – properly,
fully destroy, cutting off entirely (note the force of the prefix, 575 /apó).
622 /apóllymi ("violently/completely perish") implies permanent (absolute) destruction, i.e. to
cancel out (remove); "to die, with the implication of ruin and destruction" (L & N, 1, 23.106);
cause to be lost (utterly perish) by experiencing a miserable end.

Destroy, Destroyer, Destruction, Destructive - Vine's
Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words
[ A-1,Verb,G622, apollumi ]
a strengthened form of ollumi, signifies to destroy
utterly;" in Middle Voice, "to perish."
G622 ἀπόλλυμι - Strong's Greek Lexicon Number
ἀπόλλυμι
Derivation: from G575 and the base of G3639;
KJV Usage: destroy, die, lose, mar, perish.
There is much scriptural proof that apollumi refers
to literal death when applied to the second death.
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Malachi also teaches that the wicked will be turned
into ashes, just as Peter stated above,
Malachi 4:3 And ye shall tread down the wicked; for
they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the
day that I shall do [this], saith the LORD of hosts.
Malachi makes it extremely clear. The wicked will
be stubble. They will be ashes under the soles of the
feet of the righteous. In addition, we see again that
itwill happen all at once: Because the Lord says that
theday is coming when the wicked will be burnt up,
they will be stubble. And we find that this burning has
an end because later on God promises that believers
will trample the wicked since they will be ashes under
one'sfeet. He will not keep them burning forever, but
He will finish this work. God will burn them up.
Isaiah 47:14 Behold, they shall be as stubble; the
fire shall burn them; they shall not deliver themselves
from the power of the flame: [there shall] not [be] a
coal to warm at, [nor] fire to sit before it.
Isaiah, Peter and Malachi describe the fate of
unbelievers is for them to become ashes, cremated.
Ashes that will be looked upon with contempt or disgust
(Isaiah 66:24). These are bodies and souls (conscious
experience) of men that are now destroyed. Believers,
will look upon dead bodies in Gehenna. They will be see
"carcasses" (Hebrew: pegerim = dead bodies). This is at
the point in time when all in Gehenna ('hell') have
already died both in "body and soul (consciousness)",
which is the second death. (Matthew 10:28). Then
believers will be permitted to view them. They will be
ashes by this time (Malachi 4:3).
No doubt it will be terrible for the lost at
judgment time, but the traditional belief of eternal
torture is not found in these verses. Dead bodies
becoming ashes is what is written by Isaiah and spoken
by Jesus.
Review: Regarding apollumi, W. E. Vine comments: “The idea is not extinction but
ruin, loss, not of being, but of well-being” (1991, 211).
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Renowned scholar J. H. Thayer defined apollumi, with reference to Matthew 10:28, in
the following fashion: “metaphorically, to devote or give over to eternal misery” (1958, 64).
Professor Oepke argues that apollumi does not suggest a mere “extinction of physical
existence”; rather it involves the hopeless desperation of eternal separation from God (1964, 396).
Of apollumi in Matthew 10:28, A. T. Robertson writes: “‘Destroy’ here is not annihilation, but
eternal punishment” (1930, 83).
We feel that the usage of apollumi/apoleia (destroy, perish, destruction) in the NT
conveys various nuances of destruction – none of them annihilation causing cessation of
existence. These words do not necessarily include the sense of “extinction". When the Apostle
Paul uses the terms they refer merely to “the situation of a person or object that has lost the
essence of its nature or function.

To understand Jesus’ teaching about lostness,
we must understand the Greek verb apollumi,
"destroy."
1. To fail to obtain what one expects or anticipates, "lose out on, lose," as in lose one's
reward.
2. To lose something that one already has or be separated from a normal connection,
"lose, be lost," as in to lose one's life.
The word translated as "hell" in this verse is actually Gehenna, (G1067) the city dump
outside of Jerusalem. (See above)

1d3) Some of these false worldly beliefs about the
human soul and immortality have been adopted by the
Church
Old Testament references to the soul are related to
the concept of breath and establish no distinction
between the ethereal soul and the corporeal
body. Christian concepts of a body-soul dichotomy
originated with the ancient Greeks and were introduced
into Christian theology at an early date by St. Gregory
of Nyssa and by St. Augustine.
"Ancient Greek concepts of the soul varied considerably according to the particular
era and philosophical school. The Epicureans considered the soul to be made up of atoms like
the rest of the body. For the Platonists, the soul was an immaterial and incorporeal substance,
akin to the gods yet part of the world of change and becoming. Aristotle's conception of the soul
was obscure, though he did state that it was a form inseparable from the body.
In Christian theology, St. Augustine spoke of the soul as a “rider” on the body, making clear the
split between the material and the immaterial, with the soul representing the “true” person.
However, although body and soul were separate, it was not possible to conceive of a soul without
its body. In the European Middle Ages, St. Thomas Aquinas returned to the Greek
philosophers' concept of the soul as a motivating principle of the body, independent but
requiring the substance of the body to make an individual."
"Just as there have been different concepts of the relation of the soul to the body, there
have been numerous ideas about when the soul comes into existence and when and if it dies.
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Ancient Greek beliefs were varied and evolved over time. Pythagoras held that the soul was
of divine origin and existed before and after death. Plato and Socrates also accepted the
immortality of the soul, while Aristotle considered only part of the soul, the noûs, or intellect, to
have that quality. Epicurus believed that both body and soul ended at death. The early Christian
philosophers adopted the Greek concept of the soul's immortality and thought of the soul
as being created by God and infused into the body at conception."

- Encyclopædia Britannica, 1768-1771
"Christianity did not invent the concept of the soul,
but, like many other things, it inherited it from Greek
philosophy. For example, Plato the soul was the better
half of the two parts of the human person. There was
their body, which was cumbersome, temporary, and
decaying; and then there was the soul (psyche), the
invisible seat of wisdom, which was immortal and
effectively trapped by the body until death. Plato was
the first to describe the soul as an intangible,
incorporeal essence."
<https://www.walpolecatholic.net/what-where-human-soul-feb-1516>

"SOUL – in

and philosophy, the immaterial aspect or
essence of a human being, that which confers
individuality and humanity, often considered to be
synonymous with the mind or the self. In theology, the
soul is further defined as that part of the individual
which partakes of divinity and often is considered to
survive the death of the body."
"The early Hebrews apparently had a concept of the soul
but did not separate it from the body, although later
Jewish writers developed the idea of the soul further.
"In classical Judaism death closes the book. As the
anonymous author of Ecclesiastes bluntly put it: “For
the living know that they will die, but the dead know
nothing, and they have no more reward” (Eccles. 9:5).
The death of human beings was like that of animals: “As
one dies, so dies the other. They all have the same
breath, and man has no advantage over the beasts . . .
all are from the dust, and all turn to dust again”
(Eccles. 3:19–20). Life alone mattered: “A living dog
is better than a dead lion” (Eccles. 9:4).
Even Job, whose questioning at times verges on
subverting Yahwist doctrine, ends up endorsing the
official creed: 'Man dies, and is laid low... As waters
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fail from a lake, and a river wastes away and dries up,
So man lies down and rises not again; till the heavens
are no more he will not awake, or be roused out of his
sleep” (Job 14:10–12).
- Encyclopædia Britannica Digital Edition, 2005,
Entry “Death”
Immortality
"The Greeks - The origin of the doctrine of immortality amongst the Greeks is lost in
the remotest antiquity. It is found in the early traditions of the Orphic and Dionysiac
mysteries, in the poems of Homer and Hesiod, and forms a central tenet in the philosophy
of Pythagoras, a contemporary of Buddha-Siddhartha and Lao-Tze. The view of Pythagoras
includes the doctrine of transmigration, which may have been suggested to him by the theology
of the Orphic mysteries or by Pherecydes, rather than by the Egyptians (Zeller, ‘Pre-Socratic
Philosophy,’ Vol. I, pp. 71, 514). The great problem of a man's life is moral purification, which
he pursues in a divinely governed Cosmos, where his chief end is to become like God. The soul
is imprisoned in the body because of sins committed in a pre-existent state, and after death
passes into a superior or inferior state. According as it has served Good or Evil. In the ascending
stages of metempsychosis the soul is prepared for moral redemption. Although the belief in
some form of immortality prevailed amongst the Greeks throughout their history, and
probably came into their philosophy from their religion, it was not until Plato that a
philosophic basis was furnished to the doctrine. The Platonic arguments for the
immortality of the soul may be summarily stated as follows:…
"The views of the Greeks, and especially the views of Plato, have had a profound, an
incalculable influence on Christian thought, on early theological formulæ and on the sum
of Occidental philosophy. Plato was not merely a framer of philosophy, an intellectual
interpreter of reality, but still more a man of religion, a seer."
Encyclopædia Britannica – 1959 Edition, Vol. XIV, pp. 716-718.

Ne'phesh
"Old Testament concept of man is that of a unity,
not a union of soul and body. Although the Hebrew word
ne'phesh is frequently translated as ‘soul,’ it would
be inaccurate to read into it a Greek meaning...
Ne'phesh is never conceived of as operating separately
from the body. In the New Testament the Greek word
psy·khe' is often translated as ‘soul’ but again should
not be readily understood to have the meaning the word
had for the Greek philosophers. It usually means
`life,' or `vitality,' or, at times, “the self.” While
most Christians believe in a life after death, the
Bible does not provide a clear description of how a
person survives after death. Christian theologians have
had to resort to the discussions of philosophers for an
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adequate means of describing survival of the individual
after death, and philosophers have traditionally
utilized the concept of the soul as the vehicle of
immortality.
Encyclopædia Britannica – 1977 Edition, Vol. XXV, p.
236.
"The Hebrew equivalent for the word ‘soul’ is Nephesh () ֶנ ֶפש, which answers to ψυχή in the
Greek. The cognate verb Naphash, to refresh, is found in Exodus 23.12, 31.17, and 2 Sam. 16.14.
Nepheshhas various shades of meaning and of rendering, which must be gathered as far as
possible under one or two heads. The soul is, properly speaking, the animating principle of
the body; and is the common property of man and beast. Thus, in Lev. 24.18, we read, ‘He
that killeth a beast shall make it good; beast for beast’; this is literally, ‘He that smiteth the soul
of a beast shall recompense it; soul for soul.’ It is also used with respect to the lower animals in
Gen. 1:21, 24; 2.19, 9.10, 12, 15, 16, and Lev. 11.46; in theses passages it has been rendered
creature.
In some passages in the Pentateuch nephesh has been rendered ‘anyone’; the word is thus
used in an indefinite sense, the soul representing the person**, as when we speak of a city
containing so many thousand ‘souls.’ Perhaps, however, we should do wrong if we were to
attribute an indefinite sense to the word in Scripture. The following are instances which may
enable us to decide the point: – Lev. 2.1, 'When any (lit. ‘a soul’) will offer a meat offering’; Lev.
24.17, ‘He that killeth any man,’ lit. ‘that smiteth any soul of man’ – the soul representing the
life; Num. 19:11, ‘He that toucheth the dead body of any man shall be unclean seven days,’ lit.
‘he that toucheth the dead (part) of any soul of a man (Adam) shall be unclean seven days’; verse
13, ‘Whosoever toucheth the dead body of any man that is dead,’ lit. ‘the dead (part) of a soul of
a man that has died,’ ‘and purifieth not himself defileth the tabernacle of the Lord’; 31.19,
‘Whosoever hath killed any person,’ lit. ‘whosoever hath slain a soul’; see also Nu. 35. 11, 15,
30. In all these passages a dead body is regarded as that which ought properly to be animated by
the soul, but owing to the law whereby man has to return to the dust, the spectacle is seen of a
soulless body, and therefore of an object which (as representing sin) is to be regarded as
ceremonially unclean.
This idea is borne out by other passages where contact with the dead is referred to. Thus,
Lev. 21.11, ‘Neither shall he go in to any dead body,’ is literally, ‘neither shall he go in to a dead
soul’; so Num. 6:6, ‘He shall come at no dead soul’; see also chap. 9.6, 7, 10, where ‘dead body’
is literally ‘soul,’ the idea of death being understood from the context. The same is the case in Nu.
5.2, ‘Whosoever is defiled by the dead,’ lit. ‘by the soul’; and 6.11, ‘He hath sinned by the dead,’
lit. ‘with respect to the soul.’
In Psalms 17.9, ‘deadly enemies’ are literally ‘enemies of my soul or life.’ In Job 11.20, ‘the
giving up of the ghost’ is ‘the puffing forth of the soul.’ So also in Jer. 15.9, the literal rendering
is ‘she hath puffed forth the soul.’
The soul is thus the source of animation to the body; in other words, it is the life,
whether of man or beast. Accordingly, Nephesh is rendered ‘life’ in Gen. 19.17, 19, where we
read of Lot’s life being saved; Gen. 32.30, ‘I have seen God face to face, and my life is
preserved’; Gen. 44.30, ‘His life is bound up in the lad’s life’; Ex. 21.23, ‘Thou shalt give life for
life’; verse 30, ‘He shall give for the ransom of his life whatsoever is laid up on him.’
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- Synonyms of the Old Testament, Robert Baker
Girdlestone, Longmans, Green and Co., London, 1871.
**In the Old Testament, the soul is stuck to the body, so often they are spoken of as identical
(Ezek. 18:4; Gen. 19:20; Josh. 10:35).
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Gospel of Matthew Commentary (The Bible Believer's
Commentary Series. )
"IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL (late Hebrew, "hasharat ha-nefesh"; "haj'ye 'olam"): The
belief that the soul continues its existence after the dissolution of the body is a matter of
philosophical or theological speculation rather than of simple faith, and is accordingly
nowhere expressly taught in Holy Scripture. As long as the soul was conceived to be
merely a breath ("nefesh"; "neshamah"; comp. "anima"), and inseparably connected, if
not identified, with the life-blood (Gen. ix. 4, comp. iv. 11; Lev.
xvii. 11; see SOUL), no real substance could be ascribed to it. As soon as the spirit or
breath of God ("nishmat" or "ruaḥ ḥayyim"), which was believed to keep body and soul
together, both in man and in beast (Gen. ii. 7, vi. 17, vii. 22; Job xxvii. 3), is taken away
(Ps. cxlvi. 4) or returns to God (Eccl. xii. 7; Job xxxiv. 14), the soul goes down to
SHEOL or Hades, there to lead a shadowy existence without life and consciousness
(Job xiv. 21; Ps. vi. 6 [A. V. 5], cxv. 17; Isa. xxxviii. 18; Eccl. ix. 5, 10). The belief in a
continuous life of the soul, which underlies primitive ANCESTOR WORSHIP and the
rites of necromancy, practised also in ancient Israel (I Sam. xxviii. 13 et seq.; Isa. viii. 19;
see NECROMANCY), was discouraged and suppressed by prophet and lawgiver as
antagonistic to the belief in Yhwh, the God of life, the Ruler of heaven and earth, whose
reign was not extended over Sheol until post-exilic times (Ps. xvi. 10, xlix. 16, cxxxix.
8)."
"The belief in the immortality of the soul came to the Jews from contact with Greek
thought and chiefly through the philosophy of Plato, its principal exponent, who was
led to it through Orphic and Eleusinian mysteries in which Babylonian and Egyptian views
were strangely blended, as the Semitic name "Minos" (comp. "Minotaurus"), and the
Egyptian "Rhadamanthys" ("Ra of Ament," "Ruler of Hades"; Naville, "La Litanie du Soleil,"
1875, p. 13) with others, sufficiently prove. Consult especially E. Rhode, "Psyche:
Seelencult und Unsterblichkeitsglaube der Griechen," 1894, pp. 555 et seq. A blessed
immortality awaiting the spirit while the bones rest in the earth is mentioned in Jubilees
xxiii. 31 and Enoch iii. 4. Immortality, the "dwelling near God's throne" "free from the
load of the body," is "the fruit of righteousness," says the Book of Wisdom (i. 15;
iii. 4; iv. 1; viii. 13, 17; xv. 3). In IV Maccabees, also (ix. 8, 22; x. 15; xiv. 5; xv. 2; xvi. 13;
xvii. 5, 18), immortality of the soul is represented as life with God in heaven, and declared
to be the reward for righteousness and martyrdom. The souls of the righteous are
transplanted into heaven and transformed into holy souls (ib. xiii. 17, xviii. 23). According
to Philo, the soul exists before it enters the body, a prison-house from which death
liberates it; to return to God and live in constant contemplation of Him is man's highest
destiny (Philo, "De Opificio Mundi," §§ 46, 47; idem, "De Allegoriis Legum," i.,
§§ 33, 65; iii., §§ 14, 37; idem, "Quis Rerum Divinarum Hæres Sit," §§ 38, 57).
- The Jewish Encyclopedia, New York and London, Funk & Wagnalls Co., 1901-1906:
<http://www.mentesbereanas.info/english/scholarsonjewishofbiblicaltimes1.html>
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‘The Immortality of the Soul’ is a doctrine of Heathen
Origin. It was held by the Pagan Priests of Chaldea,
Babylonia, and Egypt, centuries before the Christian
Era; and by Pythagoras the Philosopher, who taught the
pre-existence and transmigration of souls. After him it
was taught by Socrates, a most celebrated heathen
philosopher, and after him by Plato and the Platonists,
from which sect sprang some of the earliest heresies of
the Christian Church of the first four centuries. The
doctrine of the existence of the soul or spirit of man
in happiness or misery after death, independent of the
body, is nowhere to be found in the Old or New
Testament Scriptures; whilst in the New Testament the
Resurrection of the body is everywhere held up as the
great central hope of the Christian Church..."
- Rev. G. Waller, Biblical View of the Soul, p. 65)
The Bible is, of course, the authority on the death
and the afterlife "The Biblical view of death*, therefore, is a perfect
cessation of all the powers and faculties of mind and
body*, as they have been exercised in a living material
organism or body, when ‘the dust shall return to the
earth as it was; and the spirit’, that is the breath or
life of all men (good or bad), shall return unto God
who gave it’, Eccl. xii. 7.
- George Waller, The Biblical View of the Soul,
Longmans, Green and Co., London, New York and Bombaim,
1904.
*"Since the lake of fire is death for the people that will be thrown there (“the lake of fire is the
"

second death”), we must assume that the Bible is not changing its consistent definition of death,
and that after a person goes to the lake of fire, they are not conscious and have no activity,
planning, or thought. Godly people in Bible days, because of their assumptions about death
(the2y assumed death was unconscious), would never have dreamed of thinking of the lake of
fire as a “hell” or a place of suffering for fully human people, as this is not found anywhere in
Scripture. There is no indication that it is somehow a nebulous spirit fire rather than a physical
fire. And there is no indication that it is eternal. As we prove in this document, the words
“forever”, “eternal”, and “everlasting” are always mistranslations of the Greek words eon, which
means age, or eonian, which means “pertaining to the age” or “pertaining to the ages”; and the
phrase “forever and ever” is a ridiculously creative way of translating the plural form of eon
(eons) to match pagan beliefs".
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As is proven in this document, the words “forever”, “eternal”, and
“everlasting” are always mistranslations of the Greek words eon, which means age, or eonian,
which means “pertaining to the age” or “pertaining to the ages”; and the phrase “forever and
ever” is a creative way of translating the plural form of eon (eons) to match pagan beliefs (See
section 2B). There is nothing in Scripture about “eternal punishment” or punishment that lasts
“forever and ever”. These are blatant mistranslations. Again, as used in Scripture, the word eon,
eons, eonian, etc. do not refer to eternity; they refer to ages, stages in God’s plan.*
*This topic will be discussed more fully later in this document.
When we study the Scriptures carefully we see that the lake of fire is not “hell”, nor is it a
nebulous spirit realm, nor is it a place of suffering for fully human people, nor is it eternal. None
of these ideas about it are supported by Scripture. Godly people in Bible days would have found
these ideas absurd, and would have correctly identified them as paganism. The lake of fire will
be a physical fire where physical bodies will be destroyed. The people whose bodies will be
destroyed in this fire will either be killed before their bodies go into the fire, or they will die
instantly when thrown into it, experiencing a brief moment of pain before they die.
Ecclesiastes 12:7 Then shall the dust return to the
earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God
who gave it.
'dust' - death
Ecclesiastes 3:21 Who knoweth the spirit of man that
goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth
downward to the earth?
" ... the “spirit of man” (Ecc. 3:21) will return to
God; not the EARTH, as in the case of beasts (Ecc.
3:21)."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Ecclesiastes Commentary
"The word “soul” never refers to something immortal within
a man or an animal. In fact, you will not find the term
“immortal soul” anywhere in the Bible. Don’t be confused by Jesus warning
the Israelites 2,000 years ago about “losing your soul”. We understand that even animals have
souls (consciousness), and that soul refers to conscious experience. It is clear that He was
telling the Israelites that if they tried to save or tightly hold on to their lives (their conscious
experience in this age. If they lived primarily for comfort and pleasure in this age they would lose
their souls , their conscious experience, in the next age of life on earth, what today we would
call the Millennium; they would lose “eonian life*” (the privilege of being alive on earth,
conscious in physical bodies during the Millennium (Revelation 20:6) and New Jerusalem age
(Revelation 21-22) ).
*This topic will be discussed more fully later in this document.
This statement Jesus made makes perfect sense when you realize that His preaching to
Israel 2,000 years ago was all about giving them a chance to see the kingdom come to Earth
within their lifetimes if they met certain conditions (accepting Christ as the Messiah),, which they
obviously did not meet because the kingdom did not come back then. Nothing Jesus said about
the soul or “losing your soul” contradicts the simple definition of soul used in the rest of Scripture
– consciousness or conscious experience. Part of modern Christianity’s confusion concerning
what the “soul” is, is due to misunderstanding Jesus’ preaching to Israel. His preaching to Israel
was primarily about giving them a chance to take part in the next age of life on Earth, not
conscious death or “the afterlife” – terms and concepts not found in Scripture."
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"Jesus refers to the “soul” as conscious life in the next age* in Matthew 10:28, where He
exhorted His disciples, “Do not fear those who are killing the body, yet are not able to kill the soul.
Yet be fearing Him, rather, Who is able to destroy the soul as well as the body in Gehenna” (The
Concordant Version). First of all, this statement by Jesus is further proof that the fire in Gehenna in
the future will not be a nebulous spirit fire, because a nebulous spirit fire could not destroy a person’s
body. The typical modern interpretation of this statement is to assume that the “soul” is some type of
entity or part of the person that remains conscious apart from the body, and that “Gehenna” refers to
a nebulous spirit fire. But that interpretation is total nonsense – a nebulous spirit fire could not
destroy a person’s body. Only a physical fire could destroy a person’s body. So what, then, does
Jesus mean when He talks about “killing/destroying the soul”? The same thing Scripture always
means when it uses the term “soul” – conscious experience. This statement Jesus was reminding
His disciples that the earthly rulers of this age can kill a Godly person’s body but cannot stop the
Godly person from experiencing life in the next age.
* The 5 ages will be discussed more fully later in this document.
When the people of Jesus' audience heard Jesus speak Matthew 10:28, they instinctively
and automatically realized that He was saying, “The rulers of this age can kill your body now but they
cannot stop from resurrecting you and giving you the ability to experience life in the next age on
Earth– they cannot kill your “soul” or your ability to experience life in the next age. On the other hand,
God has the power to kill a person at the beginning of the next age and cause them to remain dead
throughout that age, thus killing/destroying their conscious experience during that age.” This made
perfect sense to Godly Israelites back then because their mindset was completely focused on the
Messiah taking over rulership of the Earth. They weren’t even thinking about the totally unscriptural
ideas of conscious death; this concept didn’t even cross their mind."
" When they heard Jesus speak Matthew 10:28, they instinctively and automatically
(without even thinking about it) realized that He was saying, “The rulers of this age can kill your
body now but they cannot stop God from resurrecting you and giving you the ability to
experience life in the next age on Earth - they cannot kill your “soul” or your ability to
experience life in the next age. On the other hand God has the power to kill a person at the
beginning of the next age and cause them to remain dead throughout that age, thus
killing/destroying their conscious experience during that age.” This made perfect sense to Godly
Israelites back then because their mindset was completely focused on the Messiah taking over
rulership of the earth. " Jesus did not have to say “the next age” when talking about the “soul” in
Matthew 10:28 because in the context of Jesus’ constant preaching about the next age of life on
Earth and the raging controversy in Israel as to whether He was the Messiah (who all Israelites
were expecting to take over physical rulership of Earth), “experiencing the next age of life on
earth under the Messiah’s rule” came to the minds of His audience when He talked about the
“soul”
Modern Christians tend to more naturally think in terms of the totally unscriptural ideas
of “conscious afterlife (conscious death)”, and therefore they interpret Matthew 10:28 as if
Jesus is trying to scare people with the prospect of their “soul” remaining conscious in death
and suffering in a nebulous spirit fire in Gehenna. But in order to interpret this statement of
Jesus the Middle-Ages inherited way, they must conveniently overlook the obvious fact that a
nebulous spirit fire could not destroy a person’s body! The fact that a nebulous spirit fire could
not destroy a person’s body renders the Middle Ages inherited interpretation of Matthew 10:28
utterly nonsensical.
The bottom line is, we see clearly and consistently in Scripture that at death a human
being becomes unconscious, which is sometimes spoken of poetically as the person’s
soul/consciousness going to the “unseen” (“sheol” or “hades”) or metaphorically as the person
“sleeping”.
The word “hel” (that’s not a typo, it used to be spelled with one “L”), hundreds of years
ago, simply meant “the unseen”. So back then, “hel” would have been an accurate translation of
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the Greek word “hades” (“un-perceived”) or “sheol” (its Hebrew equivalent). But as paganism
was combined with Christianity during the Middle Ages and solidified during that time in history,
this English word “hel” began to have its meaning twisted until it eventually took on a pagan
meaning (burning forever in the conscious afterlife) in the minds of most people. So today, the
modern English word “hell” (which everyone takes to mean burning forever in the conscious
afterlife, a pagan concept) is no longer an accurate translation of “hades” (“un-perceived”) or its
Old Testament equivalent “sheol”."**
- HELL IS A MISTRANSLATION by John Lilley

* God always speaks of time in terms of ages (eons),
which are of a finite duration. In Scriptures with a
Deity context the number of ages can be infinite. The
Bible very clearly divides the History of the world in
terms of Ages. We will define the ages and God's plan
for the ages later in this document. The word for ‘age’
in Hebrew is Olam
Greek is Aion
. So when
the Old Testament was translated into Greek (LXX) from
the Hebrew language, it was usual to use the Greek word
Aion for the Hebrew word Olam (Strong 5768) long
duration, antiquity, futurity) and is most of the time
translated mistakenly into English as 'forever'.
** Hel is the name of the Norse underworld, and its
ruler. Hel/Hela, in Norse mythology, was the hideous
daughter of the Giant Loki, banished to the netherworld,
Helheim (literally, 'house of Hel'), world of the dead,
by the Chief God, Odin. The distinctive looking Goddess,
whose skin is black on one side, rules over the dead
until Ragnarok and the coming birth of the new world.
Hel is sister of Fenris, the wolf, and Jormungand,
the world-serpent. The name for the Christian world of
torment "Hell" is derived from Hela's abode. Unlike the
Christian version, however, Hel's realm was home to all
who did not die in battle - miserable as it was, good
behavior wasn't any more likely to get one a reprieve.
Helheim's entrance works only in one direction- once
one has entered, even a god, one cannot leave - like
the Greek Hades, Helheim is guarded by a monstrous
hound, and encircled by an impassable river. According
to legend, the dead will remain in Hel's kingdom until
the last days of Ragnarok.
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In Teutonic mythology, the goddess of death, one
of the off-spring of Loki and the giantess Angurbodi.
The gods became alarmed at her and the other monsters
that were coming to life in Jotunheim, so All-father
advised that they be brought before him. Hel was cast
into Nephilim, the realm beneath the roots of the world
tree Yggdrasil, reserved for all those who die of
sickness or old age. According to the myth, Hel governs
this world, which is composed of nine regions into
which she distributes those who come to her and in
which she inhabits a strongly protected abode.
Nephilim is said to be "a dark abode far from the sun,"
its gates open to the "cutting north;" its walls "are
formed of wreathed snakes and their venom is ever
falling like rain," and it is surrounded by dark and
poisonous streams. "Nidhog, the great dragon, who
dwells beneath the central root of Yggdrasil, torments
and gnaws the dead."
It is said that one-half of Hel's body is livid and
the other half flesh-colored. Hunger is her table,
starvation her knife, delay her man, slowness her maid,
precipice her threshold, care her bed, and burning
anguish forms the hangings of her apartments.

'Hell' is translated as 'Hel' in certain
verses of the 1611 King James Bible
Why was Hell spelled Hel in parts of the 1611 Bible?
The secular meaning behind the word 'hell,' just as the
original meaning of 'Hades' simply meant hidden, out of
sight. In ancient Germany, when two young folks went to
a dark place to hide, they went to hel, they hid
somewhere. Our English words helmut, hall, hole, and
heel, all stem from the German word hele. The religious
meaning of the word Hell came from Germany too. It
actually it came from Teutonic mythology. Hele was a
goddess of the underworld in ancient folklore. The name
for the Christian world of torment "Hell" is derived
from Hela's abode.
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"Hell" is neither a Hebrew or a Greek word (both
Old and New Testaments were written in those respective
languages), nor did it primarily indicate "a place of
torment." Biblical translators actually derived it from
a secular German word spelled hel - meaning nothing
more than concealed or covered. The concept of a demon
regulated horror-house was indeed derived from that
word, but it actually evolved from Teutonic mythology.
"The Greeks did not invent the idea of a hell of
pain, misery, and punishment at death - the Egyptians
did. The Greek hell of Hades was plagiarized from the
Egyptian hell of amenti. So when one reads the English
word "hell" in a King James Bible where it was
translated from the Greek word for hell: 'Hades', one
is really reading about the Egyptian hell of amenti
seeing that the Greeks plagiarized their hell from
Egypt. Both hells are the same in many ways, plus there
is the admission of historians that the Greeks borrowed
(plagiarized) the Egyptian hell of amenti and fashioned
it to suit their religion and government. The Amenti of
the Egyptians originated the classic fables of Hades
and Tartarus [the 'hell' of the Greeks]." (From:
Doctrine of Eternal Punishment, Chapt. 3, P. 7).
The name for the Christian world of torment "Hell"
is derived from Hela's abode. Unlike the Christian
version, however, Hel's realm was home to all who did
not die in battle - miserable as it was, good behavior
wasn't any more likely to get one a reprieve. Helheim's
entrance works only in one direction- once one has
entered, even a God, one cannot leave - like the Greek
Hades, Helheim is guarded by a monstrous hound, and
encircled by an impassable river. According to legend,
the dead will remain in Hel's kingdom until the last
days of Ragnarok.
For an example of the word 'hel' in the King James
Bible AV 1611, examine Isaiah 14:15 (Verse 15, right
column, marked with a black bar) of an image taken from
the actual King James Bible AV 1611 below.
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The word “soul” simply means life, pertaining to
that of any man or animal.
"In either Testament, the man’s soul is his 'ego' or
'I am.' And as such, it is distinctively his property
in distinction from the “spirit of man,” which all men
have in common (1 Cor. 2:10–14). This “soul” is the
“astral body” of Rosicrucianism, and the “Atman” of
Brahmism."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S. Gospel of Matthew Commentary
The word “life” in Leviticus 17:11 is translated
from the same Hebrew word for “soul.
Leviticus 17:11 For the life of the flesh [is] in the
blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to
make an atonement for your souls: for it [is] the blood
[that] maketh an atonement for the soul.

Strong's Concordance
nephesh: a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
Original Word: ֶנ ֶפשׁ
Part of Speech: Noun Feminine
Transliteration: nephesh
Phonetic Spelling: (neh'-fesh)
Definition: a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
NAS Exhaustive Concordance

Word Origin
from an unused word
Definition
a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
 (See above graphic)
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A correct way to read this verse is the following:
“For the soul of the flesh is in the blood.” Christ
gave His life (the Greek word psuche ) as a ransom for
Mankind (Mark 10:45) →→ even the Son of man came not
to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his
life a ransom for many.

Strong's Concordance #5590
psuché: breath, the soul
Original Word: ψυχή, ῆς, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: psuché
Phonetic Spelling: (psoo-khay')
Definition: breath, the soul
Usage: (a) the vital breath, breath of life, (b) the human soul, (c) the soul as the seat of affections
and will, (d) the self, (e) a human person, an individual.
HELPS Word-studies
5590 psyxḗ (from psyxō, "to breathe, blow" which is the root of the English words "psyche,"
"psychology") – soul (psyche); a person's distinct identity (unique personhood), i.e. individual
personality.
5590 (psyxē) corresponds exactly to the OT 5315 /phágō ("soul"). The soul is the direct
aftermath of God breathing (blowing) His gift of life into a person, making them an
ensouled being.

→→ by pouring out His soul (his life’s blood) as
payment for our sins (Isa. 53:12).
Isaiah 53:12 Therefore will I divide him [a portion]
with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the
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strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death:
and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare
the sin of many, and made intercession for the
transgressors.

◄ 5315. nephesh ►
Strong's Concordance
nephesh: a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
Original Word: ֶנ ֶפשׁ
Part of Speech: Noun Feminine
Transliteration: nephesh
Phonetic Spelling: (neh'-fesh)
Definition: a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
from an unused word
Definition
a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
NASB Translation
any (1), anyone (2), anyone* (1), appetite (7), being (1), beings (3), body (1), breath (1), corpse
(2) , creature (6), creatures (3), dead (1), dead person (2), deadly (1), death (1), defenseless* (1),
desire (12), desire* (2), discontented* (1), endure* (1), feelings (1), fierce* (2), greedy* (1),
heart (5), heart's (2), herself (12), Himself (4), himself (19), human (1), human being (1), hunger
(1), life (146), life* (1), lifeblood* (2), lives (34), living creature (1), longing* (1), man (4),
man's (1), men* (2), mind (2), Myself (3), myself (2), number (1), ones (1), others (1), ourselves
(3), own (1), passion* (1), people (2), people* (1), perfume* (1), person (68), person* (1),
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persons (19), slave (1), some (1), soul (238), soul's (1), souls (12), strength (1), themselves (6),
thirst (1), throat (2), will (1), wish (1), wishes (1), yourself (11), yourselves (13).

So, in a narrow sense “soul” refers to the physical
life of an animal or person.*
*"In the Old Testament, the soul is stuck to the to the
body, and, therefore, is used as synonymous with
physical life — Lev. 22:6, 11, 23:30; Psa. 59:2–3; Gen.
17:14, 19:20, etc. In the New Testament, this soul is
spiritually circumcised and cut loose from the flesh,
and, hence, is “saved” (Col. 2:11–13; Rom. 8:8–10).]"
More on Apollumi
The Greek word which has been translated as
'destroy' and as 'perish' is 'Apollumi' It is used for
things which are lost, or for things which have been
made useless. With reference to Matthew 10:28 it refers
to the unbeliever spending the eternal future in the
lake of fire in a state of ruin and uselessness*, but
not being made to cease to exist. The Bible does not
teach annihilationism.
It is the same with all the times you see Jesus
speaking of someone “perishing.” Such as in John 3:16:
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.
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Note: aionion (G166) (eonian) is mistranslated here as
‘everlasting’.
In avoiding the annihilationist implications of
perish, the standard argument is to say that since the
apoleia word group includes meanings other that destroy
in the literal sense, we are justified in believing
that apollumi
may have one of those other meanings
here. It is true, the word canindicate “ruin,” or when
used in the passive voice it can mean “perish” (where
a person is the object of the action rather than the
subject). A similar thingis true of the middle voice,
where a person is the object of a verb, and yet there
is no other person who is clearly the subject. A good
example is in Matthew 8:25
Matthew 8:25 And his disciples came to [him], and
awoke him, saying, Lord, save us: we perish,

where the disciples are on a boat in a storm and they
cry out to Jesus, “we perish” (apollumetha). This sort
of example would work against annihilationism, since in
many cases the perishing does indeed refer to literal
death, which is precisely what the disciples feared.
There is good contextual reason to think that this
is exactly what Jesus intended. According to sound
hermeneutics we must locate the text in its immediate
context, so it can be understood in relation to the
flow of thought in the surrounding passage. To be sure,
Matthew 10:28 is one of several short statements made
by Christ.
Matthew 10:24 The disciple is not above [his] master,
nor the servant above his lord.
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Matthew 10:25 It is enough for the disciple that he be
as his master, and the servant as his lord. If they
have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much
more [shall they call] them of his household?
Matthew 10:26 Fear them not therefore: for there is
nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; and hid,
that shall not be known.
Matthew 10:27 What I tell you in darkness, [that]
speak ye in light: and what ye hear in the ear, [that]
preach ye upon the housetops.
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
Matthew 10:29 Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing?
and one of them shall not fall on the ground without
your Father.
Matthew 10:30 But the very hairs of your head are all
numbered.
Matthew 10:31 Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more
value than many sparrows.
Matthew 10:32 Whosoever therefore shall confess me
before men, him will I confess also before my Father
which is in heaven.
Matthew 10:33 But whosoever shall deny me before men,
him will I also deny before my Father which is in
heaven.
to encourage his representatives to remain faithful in
the face of persecution as they fulfill the mission of
spreading the gospel (Matt. 9:35-10:42). However, in
the flow of thought in chapter 10, Jesus has already
specified the kinds of dangers they would face
Matthew 10:17 But beware of men: for they will deliver
you up to the councils, and they will scourge you in
their synagogues;
Matthew 10:18 And ye shall be brought before governors
and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them and
the Gentiles.
Notice that Jesus gives them the reassurance they
need for those experiences right then and there:
Matthew 10:19 But when they deliver you up, take no
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thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be
given you in that same hour what ye shall speak.
Matthew 10:20 For it is not ye that speak, but the
Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you.
He then tells them that they will face death through
the betrayal of their own families:
Matthew 10:21 And the brother shall deliver up the
brother to death, and the father the child: and the
children shall rise up against [their] parents, and
cause them to be put to death.
The interesting thing here is that Jesus does not
offer them reassurance at that point in the same way as
he does in verses 17-20. Here they are just told that
endurance is the way to salvation:
Matthew 10:22 And ye shall be hated of all [men] for
my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall
be saved.
This leaves the disciples in a position where they
know that they will receive specific assistance for
some of their suffering but not when it comes to the
prospect of death. That distinguishes the issues of
suffering and death, and regarding the prospect of
their death at the hands of persecutors, the disciples
have been left hanging without any promise of
assistance. That outstanding concern is what Matthew
10:28 is addressing.
If ἀπόλλυμι (oltheros) could mean “to ruin” then
there is a way of explaining how one can be destroyed
or killed without implying the complete loss of life
and consciousness. The traditionalist explanation is
that “to ruin” signifies “functional ruination”
understood as “destruction of all that makes existence
desirable. It could be established exegetically that
ἀπόλλυμι does mean something like “to ruin” in Matthew
10:28. We would still need to explain why this implies
a state where sinners continue to live after being
“ruined” in Gehenna. a typical traditionalist argument
by pointing to the use of ἀπόλλυμι in Matthew 9:17, where
burst wineskins “no longer function because they have
holes in them.” Jesus used apollumi to remind His
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disciples what happened when men put new wine into
old wineskins" for they knew that this would make
"the wineskins burst… and the wineskins are
ruined (apollumi)".
Matthew 9:17 Neither do men put new wine into old
bottles: else the bottles break, and the wine runneth
out, and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into
new bottles, and both are preserved.

The point is that these wineskins did not cease to
exist but they did cease to fulfill the function for
which they were created. In short, they were rendered
useless. It appears that the full force of the Greek
verb ῥήγνυμι (translated “burst”) when used in the
passive voice as it is here. Instead of supplying an
image of leaky wineskins, it carries the idea of being
shredded or torn into pieces (c.f. Matt 7:6). The
wineskins no longer function to carry wine because they
are utterly ruined. One of the principle functions of
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human life is human consciousness, which one would
expect to be “no longer function” if people were to be
“ruined” just like wineskins are ruined when they burst
open.
The phrase “to destroy” in Matthew 10:28 is derived
from the Greek word apollumi, which is used 92 times in
the New Testament. It is translated by such terms as
perish, destroy, lose, and lost. While it is true that
occasionally apollumi is used to mean death (Matthew
2:13; 8:25; 26:52), In certain other contexts it
simply signifies the idea of suffering a loss of wellbeing and the loss of being blessed. In Luke 15, Jesus
spoke of the shepherd’s lone sheep that was “lost”
(apollumi), but not annihilated (vs. 6)
Luke 15:6 And when he cometh home, he calleth together
[his] friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice
with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost.

In that same chapter, He told of the Father’s
prodigal son who was “lost” (apollumi), not
extinguished (vss. 24,32). The wineskins of which
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Christ spoke in Matthew 9:17 did not pass into
nonexistence, but were “ruined” (apollumi). As far as
destroy the body or soul, Yes God can do anything, but
that doesn't mean He will. The warning here is to turn
from rebellion, sin, otherwise you will be judged and
will receive Divine discipline. It is much wiser to
turn from sin now. We believe this is the point Christ
is making.
9:17 Neither do men put new wine into old bottles: else
the bottles break, and the wine runneth out, and the
bottles perish: but they put new wine into new bottles,
and both are preserved.
◄ 622. apollumi ►
Strong's Concordance
apollumi: to destroy, destroy utterly
Original Word: ἀπόλλυμι
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: apollumi
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-ol'-loo-mee)
Definition: to destroy, destroy utterly
Usage: (a) I kill, destroy, (b) I lose, mid: I am
perishing (the resultant death being viewed as certain).
"Apoleia. - This word is a noun derived from the word
apollumi, and means destruction. It is rendered by the
A.V. as follows: "damnation," once; "damnable," once;
"destruction," 5 times; "to die," once; "perdition," 8
times; "pernicious ways," once; and with eimi eis and
accusative, "perish," once; "waste," twice."
In a similar way, the noun form, apoleia, is used
to describe the reaction of the disciples when they saw
the woman anointing Jesus' head with "costly perfume"
(Mt 26:8).
Matthew 26:8 But when his disciples saw [it], they
had indignation, saying, To what purpose [is] this
waste?
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They became "indignant when they saw this and said
"Why this waste (noun form = apoleia)" In essence they
were asking Jesus why are You letting the precious oil
perish and be rendered useless? The ointment did not go
out of existence, but was used for what they judged to
be a useless purpose (Were they ever wrong!).
In a similar way all men and women are created by
God for fellowship with Him and for His glory,
Isaiah 43:7 [Even] every one that is called by my name:
for I have created him for my glory, I have formed him;
yea, I have made him.
but when they individually refuse to come to Him for
salvation they lose their opportunity for redemption
and for becoming what God originally created them for.
Their lives are wasted and useless (eonally). They
are fit only for everlasting condemnation and
destruction away from the presence and the glory of the
Father. This is the awful picture of what it means to
"perish". This is not the desire of God for as Peter
writes
2Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his
promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance.
Do people pass into nonexistence when they are
killed by a sword? →
Matthew 26:52 Then said Jesus unto him, Put up again
thy sword into his place: for all they that take the
sword shall perish with the sword.
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HELPS Word-studies
622 apóllymi (from 575 /apó, "away from," which intensifies ollymi, "to destroy") – properly,
fully destroy, cutting off entirely (note the force of the prefix, 575 /apó).
622 /apóllymi ("violently/completely perish") implies permanent (absolute) destruction, i.e. to
cancel out (remove); "to die, with the implication of ruin and destruction" (L & N, 1, 23.106);
cause to be lost (utterly perish) by experiencing a miserable end.
[This is also the meaning of 622 /apóllymi dating back to Homer (900 bc.]
→ or a serpent?

1Corinthians 10:9 Neither let us tempt Christ, as some
of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents.

Do people become nonexistent when they are hungry?
Luke 15:17 And when he came to himself, he said, How
many hired servants of my father's have bread enough
and to spare, and I perish with hunger!
Do wineskins pass into nonexistence when they are
destroyed by bursting?
Matthew 9:17 Neither do men put new wine into old
bottles: else the bottles break, and the wine runneth
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out, and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into
new bottles, and both are preserved.
Is food annihilated when it spoils?
John 6:27 Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but
for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life,
which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath
God the Father sealed.

◄ 622. apollumi ►
apollumi: to destroy, destroy utterly
Original Word: ἀπόλλυμι
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: apollumi
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-ol'-loo-mee)
Definition: to destroy, destroy utterly
Usage: (a) I kill, destroy, (b) I lose, mid: I am perishing (the resultant death being viewed as
certain).

In every instance where the word apollumi is
found in the New Testament, something other than
annihilation is being described.
To repeat, the term "destroy" is the one for
"ruin". For instance, the gospels use this word to
describe how an old wineskin is "ruined" by new wine.
However, the wineskin is not completely annihilated by
the wine. It's not repairable, and the only thing you
can do with it is to put it where it's never used again.
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In the gospels the Greek word used for the 'lost' coin
and 'lost' prodigal son is 'appolumai' the word used
for destroy.
Greek scholars disagree with the annihilationist’s
position that the Greek term underlying our English
word “destroy” in Matthew 10:28 means “annihilation.”
W.E. Vine, in his Expository Dictionary of New
Testament Words, explained: “The idea is not extinction
but ruin, loss, not of being, but of well-being” (1940,
1:302). Specifically, in regard to Matthew 10:28, he
stated: “of the loss of well-being in the case of the
unsaved hereafter” (1:302). A.T. Robertson added:
“‘Destroy’ here is not annihilation, but eternal
punishment in Gehenna” (1930, 1:83). In the Theological
Dictionary of the New Testament, professor Albrecht
Oepke commented on the meaning of destroy, stating that
it is “definitive destruction, not merely in the sense
of extinction of physical existence, but rather of an
eternal plunge” into ‘Hell’ (1964, 1:396).
Lexicographer Joseph Thayer agreed with these
assessments, saying that “destroy” in Matthew 10:28
means “metaphorically, to devote or give over to
eternal misery” (1962, p. 64).
Ólethros speaks more of the way in which
destruction comes than of the state in which a lost
person is found. It refers specifically to the
destruction of the flesh. Consider:
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;
Ολεθρος

2 Thess 1.9 Destruction or Loss?
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◄ 3639. olethros ►
Strong's Concordance
olethros: destruction, death
Original Word: ὄλεθρος, ου, ὁ
Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine
Transliteration: olethros
Phonetic Spelling: (ol'-eth-ros)
Definition: destruction, death
Usage: ruin, doom, destruction, death.
HELPS Word-studies
3639 ólethros (from ollymi/"destroy") – properly, ruination with its full, destructive results (LS).
3639 /ólethros ("ruination") however does not imply "extinction" (annihilation). Rather it
emphasizes the consequent loss that goes with the complete "undoing."
◄ 166. aiónios ►
Strong's Concordance
aiónios: agelong, eternal
Original Word: αἰώνιος, ία, ιον
Part of Speech: Adjective
Transliteration: aiónios
Phonetic Spelling: (ahee-o'-nee-os)
Definition: agelong, eternal
Usage: age-long, and therefore: practically eternal, unending; partaking of the character of that
which lasts for an age, as contrasted with that which is brief and fleeting.
HELPS Word-studies
Cognate: 166 aiṓnios (an adjective, derived from 165 /aiṓn ("an age, having a particular
character and quality") – properly, "age-like" ("like-an-age"), i.e. an "age-characteristic"
(the quality describing a particular age); (figuratively) the unique quality (reality) of God's life
at work in the believer, i.e. as the Lord manifests His self-existent life (as it is in His sinless
abode of heaven). "Eternal (166 /aiṓnios) life operates simultaneously outside of time, inside of
time, and beyond time – i.e. what gives time its everlasting meaning for the believer through
faith, yet is also time-independent. See 165 (aiōn).
[166 (aiṓnios) does not focus on the future per se, but rather on the quality of the age (165
/aiṓn) it relates to. Thus believers live in "eternal (166 /aiṓnios) life" right now, experiencing
this quality of God's life now as a present possession. (Note the Gk present tense of having
eternal life in Jn 3:36, 5:24, 6:47; cf. Ro 6:23.)
As the adjective form of aion, aiónios should best be understood to mean "belonging
to, or lasting for, an eon." Hence it is rendered "age-abiding" in Rotherham's Emphasized
Bible, "age-during" in Young's Literal Translation, and "eonian" in the Concordant Literal
New Testament. Just as "color" is to "colorful," "length" is to "long," and "day" is to
"daily," so aion is to aionios. And just as "daily" can never mean "yearly" (because its
limit is defined by the noun "day" from which it is derived), so aionios can never refer to
something other than an aion or "eon." Because aion is not used in Scripture to mean
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"eternity," the adjective form of the word (aionios) should not
be understood to mean "eternal."

This verse above is quoted often by those that preach Eternal Torment
doctrine. There are two problems with their understanding here.
1.) This verse is derived from the Greek word Aionios. Aioinios is an adjective of
the root aion or age. Aionios does NOT tell you how long a duration is or whether
it is finite or forever.
Aionios only tells that something is going to CONTINUE BEYOND the age
boundary. So if we say something is aionios it means something that can exist now
but more importantly can transcend or exist into the adjacent age. So what lets
identify where those words are used in the verse by bolding them below: Mat
25:46 presents a problem. The reason is that many believe that Aionios refers to
something that pertains to the aion and such would be limited in duration. This
word tells that the end point is concealed from us. We don't know what it is.
Therefore, it never addresses when something ends but only that it continues
beyond the current age boundary into the next or adjacent age. Therefore, some
who believe it means limited duration have to apply it to both parts of this verse
and declare that the life is limited and the punishment is limited. They have the
problem with aioninos because it doesn't mean "ETERNAL". ETERNAL would
mean without beginning and without ending at the same time. So let's address the
verse again with a better translation:
Matthew 25:46 "And these shall go away into age-enduring punishment: but the
righteous into life age-enduring".
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Notice, by seeing this as age-enduring, we are not limiting the timeframe or tying a
limitation on when something began either. We merely showing that something
has a characteristic to exist and be beyond the current age respectively. Now for
the second part - the Greek word here for punishment (Kolasis), really means to
curtail. So to curtail something without end would never meet the point of
something being CURTAILED. So that would make no sense here. It often used to
describe pruning a tree. We know we prune a tree to make it stronger and survive.
It can still very well be a heavy burden of tribulation but in the end the tribulation
as part of kolasis is going to result in something being curtailed (past tense). We
should add that Kolazo, which is the verb meaning to curtail, Kolasis is the
curtailment of that curtailing
.<https://investorshub.advfn.com/boards/read_msg.aspx?message_id=159966727>

Commenting on Matt. 25:46, English theologian Charles Ellicott has the
following to say on the adjective, aionios:
"...the Greek word which is rendered "eternal" does not, in itself, involve endlessness,
but rather, duration, whether through an age or succession of ages, and that it is
therefore applied in the N.T. to periods of time that have had both a beginning and an
ending (Rom. 16:25), where the Greek is "from aeonian times;" our version giving "since
the world began." (Comp. 2 Tim. 1:9; Tit. 1:3)--strictly speaking, therefore, the word, as
such, apart from its association with any qualifying substantive, implies a vast
undefined duration, rather than one in the full sense of the word "infinite."" (Ellicott's
Commentary on the Whole Bible)
We will show that there are only two times where the proper Greek word for

'eternal' or 'everlasting' appears in the Bible and neither of them is aionios:. The
proper Greek word for 'eternal' or 'everlasting' actually appears in only two places
in the New Testament, one of which (Jude 1:6), the other is Romans 1:20. This
word in Greek ‘aidios’ (‘αιδιος’ ) actually means forever, eternal, never ending.
The Lord Jesus NEVER used it once. The Lord could have used ‘aidios’ (αιδιος)
instead of ‘aionas’ if He really meant eternally forever but He DID NOT use the
word. Paul uses the word in Romans 1:20 to say clearly that God is truly without
end, eternal in every sense of the word.
So in the Greek, the word that most clearly means
eternal is the transliterated word aidios, which means
everlasting or eternal. The fact is Jesus never used
this word. Aidios appears in the Greek text only two
times, Romans 1:20 and Jude 6. Surprisingly, Scripture
never associates aidios, which is an adjective, with
life. In the Greek, it never reads aidios zoe (life);
instead, it always reads aiōnios zoe, a phrase used
some 41 times in Greek Scripture, again, depending on
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the translation. If aidios were joined with zoe (life)
throughout the Greek text, then we would have no
argument and would have to agree with all who hold to
eternal life based on the accepted definition of the
word eternal. The fact that it is not joined with life
is a strong indicator that something else is meant.
2 Thess 1:9 reads ‘They will be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power’ or ‘They will be
punished with age lasting (αιωνιον) loss (ολεθρος, 3639*)
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of
his power.’ What is the meaning of the phrase
‘everlasting destruction’, which occurs just this once
in the Bible? Does it make sense? Does it agree with
other scriptures? And is it correctly translated from
the Greek?
* Strong’s 3639 ολεθρος (derived from ολλυμι 'destroy') –
ολεθρος means properly, ruination with its full,
destructive results. ολεθρος 'ruination' however,does
not imply 'extinction' (annihilation). Rather it
emphasizes the consequent loss that goes with the
complete 'undoing.'
Translating the verse as ‘everlasting destruction’
is a complete contradiction in terms. Destruction lasts
for a specific period of time. When something is
destroyed it is destroyed forever. The phrase ‘age
lasting destruction’ is unnatural because destruction
is by definition everlasting not for a limited period
of time. Also, there is a further problem with the
following phrase 'from the presence of the Lord'. Being
destroyed 'from the presence of the Lord' does not make
good sense.
The NIV recognizes this and changes it to: 'they
will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut
out from the presence of the Lord'. Even that is a poor
rendering, as well as not being what the Greek text
says. Let us turn then to the Greek language for help.
The Greek word translated destruction is ολεθρος
3639 (olethros) and it occurs in only 3 other places in
the New Testament (1 Cor 5:5, 1 Thess 5:3 and 1 Tim
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6:9). (We will cover these verses.) Since ολεθρος 3639
does NOT mean ‘annihilation’ as the English word
destruction implies, it is better to use ruination or
devastation instead of destruction, because the word
destruction means the physical end of the object or
person.
Thess 1.9 reads normally AV: ‘They will be
punished in everlasting destruction from the presence
of the Lord, and from the glory of his power’ The
problem of translation has many pitfalls because of the
preconceived understandings embedded in the mind of the
translators before the text is translated. The numbers
are the order in which the words are read in English.
οιτινεςδικηντισουσινολεθρον 3639 αιωνιοναποπροσωπου
These-1(the) penalty-3 will pay-2(of) loss-5 (in the)
age-4 from-6 face
τουκυριουκαιαποτηςδοξηςτηςισχυοςαυτου
of the Lord and from the glory of the strength of Him
Let us re-translate our initial verse with the
new knowledge gained from our analysis, which we now
can apply: Black square brackets mean the word is not
in the Greek text.
‘These will pay [the] penalty [in the] age (or eon) [of]
loss from [the] face of the Lord and the glory of His
strength’.
This makes perfect sense and all the difficulties
have evaporated. Firstly, unlike being ‘destroyed’, you
can be ‘lost’ for any length of time, short or long.
Secondly, unlike 'destruction from the presence of the
Lord' is better translated ‘to suffer the loss from the
presence of the Lord’ which now makes perfect sense.
This also harmonizes with the words, 'the Son of Man
came to seek and to save what was lost' (απολωλος 622).
Matt 18.11.
Matthew 18:11 For the Son of man is come to save that
which was lost.
Other examples using Ólethros (3639):
1 Thess 5.3.
1Thessalonians 5:3 For when they shall say, Peace and
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safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as
travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not
escape.
Disaster NOT annihilation This scripture should be
translated (ολεθρος 3639) correctly as ‘disaster’
because there is yet another word translated
destruction (απολειαν 684). The Apostle describes the calamity under another
figure, frequently applied in the O. T. to Divine inflictions: as the birth-pang upon her that is
with child. This image signifies, beside the suddenness of the disaster, its intense pain, and its
inevitableness. Accordingly, he continues: and they shall in no wise escape. See 2
Thessalonians1:9, and note; and compare. the terrible picture of the Judgment in Revelation
6:15-17.

1Timothy 6:9 But they that will be rich fall into
temptation and a snare, and [into] many foolish and
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and
perdition.

1 Tim 6.9 ‘and those wishing to be rich, do fall into
temptation and a snare, and many desires, foolish and
hurtful, that sink men into ruin (ολεθρον 3639) and
destruction (απολειαν 684)’ This other word απολειαν 684
(apoleian) is derived from απολλυμι 622 (apollumi) ‘cut
off ~ to sever’, causing someone (something) to be
completely severed, but απωλειαν does NOT imply
‘annihilation’ but total loss* 1 Tim 6.9 should be
translated correctly ‘and those wishing to be rich, do
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fall into temptation and a snare, and many desires,
foolish and hurtful, that sink men into ruin (ολεθρον)
and loss (απωλειαν)’
*Strong’s 684 απωλεια 622 απωλλγμι, "cut off" –
destruction, ruin or loss, causing someone to be
completely severed – cut off ( entirely ) from what
could or should have been. does not mean "none
existence"
Next consider
1Corinthians 5:5 To deliver such an one unto Satan
for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may
be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

Strong's Concordance
olethros: destruction, death
Original Word: ὄλεθρος, ου, ὁ
Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine
Transliteration: olethros
Phonetic Spelling: (ol'-eth-ros)
Definition: destruction, death
Usage: ruin, doom, destruction, death.
1) the destruction of the flesh, said of the external ills and troubles by which the lusts of the
flesh are subdued and destroyed, 1 Corinthians 5:5
2); equivalent to the loss of a life of blessedness after death, future misery,
Thayer:
1) ruin, destroy, death
1a) for the destruction of the flesh, said of the external ills and troubles by which the lusts of the
flesh are subdued and destroyed
HELPS Word-studies
3639 ólethros (from ollymi/"destroy") – properly, ruination with its full, destructive results
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(LS). 3639 /ólethros ("ruination") however does not imply "extinction" (annihilation). Rather it
emphasizes the consequent loss that goes with the complete "undoing."
Brown-Driver-Briggs' Hebrew Definitions
1. to deal violently with, despoil, devastate, ruin, destroy, spoil

In the 1Corinthians 5:5 we meet with one of the
most dread terms in all Scripture, the word
"destruction" - olethros in the Greek, which is also
found at 1. Thess. 5:3; 1. Cor. 5:5; and 1. Tim. 6:9;
while a verb form occurs at Acts 3:23; 1. Cor. 10:10;
and Heb. 11:28. We have already dealt with the word
rendered "everlasting," which should really be
"eonian," or "age-lasting." But the other term appears
to have been copied with regularity and in nearly every
English version, as representing "destruction," "ruin,"
or "extermination." Sometimes the word "utter" is
prefixed.
When it is noted that about fifty Hebrew words are
rendered destroy or destruction, while Dr. Bullinger's
Greek lexicon lists ten words in the Greek so rendered,
it will be seen that these two English words have been
made the resting place for a great many different
Hebrew and Greek ideas. This was doubtless very
convenient for the early translators, as it saved them
the trouble of differentiating the meanings.
For the verb form in Heb. 11:28 the Latin uses the
word vastabat, meaning "made empty, desolated, wasted."
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Hebrews 11:28 Through faith he kept the Passover, and
the sprinkling of blood, lest he that destroyed the
firstborn should touch them.

Strong's Concordance #3645
Original Word: ὀλοθρεύω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: olothreuó
Phonetic Spelling: (ol-oth-ryoo'-o)
Definition: to destroy, ruin
Usage: I destroy, cause to perish.
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
from olethreuó; probably from olethros
Definition
to destroy, ruin
HELPS Word-studies
3639 ólethros (from ollymi/"destroy") – properly, ruination with its full, destructive results
(LS). 3639 /ólethros ("ruination") however does not imply "extinction" (annihilation).
Rather it emphasizes the consequent loss that goes with the complete "undoing."

In Acts 3:23 and I. Cor. 10:10, the word used is
"extermine" and "exterminator," the original meaning of
which is, to drive out from the boundaries, to expel,
banish, set aside. Our modern word exterminate has a
very much more deadly and dread meaning, and is
generally used of the rooting out of a body or
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collection of human beings or animals.
1Corinthians 10:10 Neither murmur ye, as some of them
also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer.

NAS Exhaustive Concordance #3644
Word Origin
from olethreuó; probably from olethros
Definition
to destroy, ruin.
HELPS Word-studies
3639 ólethros (from
ollymi/"destroy") –
properly, ruination
with its full,
destructive results
(LS). 3639 /ólethros ("ruination") however does not imply "extinction" (annihilation).
Rather it emphasizes the consequent loss that goes with the complete "undoing."

At the same time, according to Matt. 25:31, 32,
whenever the Son of Mankind comes in His glory, all the
Gentiles will be gathered in front of Him.
Matthew 25:31 When the Son of man shall come in his
glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he
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sit upon the throne of his glory:
Matthew 25:32 And before him shall be gathered all
nations: and he shall separate them one from another,
as a shepherd divideth [his] sheep from the goats:
Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:
Those who are banished from Him are dispatched into
the eonian fire (verse 25:41):

which is explained in verse 25:46 - as "eonian
chastening". (G166, G2851).
Eonian Chastisement
Down through the centuries, it has been debated
whether God's judgment or, as many prefer,
God's punishment of the unbeliever is eternal or for an
age or ages. Is it unending, or is it limited
in duration? It is a safe assumption that, for the most
part, eternal punishment has won out and
become a tradition among most Christians. This
tradition of men declares, almost with a sense
of pride, that billions upon billions of people,
created to be in the image of God, are going to be
(or, already are) in a place of literal fire and worms
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called hell, where they are tortured without
end, that is, forever and ever and ever [emphasis added
to make the point].
Does it not therefore seem likely that this
chastening or restraint (kolasis) may be the continuing
process, which follows upon the olethros, or sudden
cutting-off, sudden discomfiture? The eonian fire is
clearly mental agony, for that is what Satan and his
messengers or angels will suffer.
Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.

Mt 25:46 (Weymouth) "And these shall go away into the
Punishment (Chastisement κόλασις ) of the Ages (αiωνιον),
but the righteous into the Life of the Ages (αiωνιον)”.
Mt 25:46 (YLT) And these shall go away to punishment
(Chastisement_κόλασις -1) age-enduring (αiωνιον -2), but
the righteous to life age-enduring.'
Mt 25:46 (Rotherham) And, these, shall go away, into,
age-abiding(αiωνιον -2), correction (κόλασις -1), but, the
righteous, into, age-abiding, life.
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The following in the KJV has a totally different
meaning especially if we have already come to believe
in Eternal punishment by listening to our already
deceived teachers.
Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.
Again there has been a massive misunderstanding of
the word αiωνιον (aion, age) because we have not done a
proper study of God’s word as delivered by the chosen
Apostles.Teachers must use an interlinear Bible.
Teachers keep repeating these errors thus deceiving
not only themselves but the sheep they are meant to
feed. The problem is when we first believe in the
Saviour it
gives us great joy and peace of mind, but as we mature
in the Christian walk we must not believe things just
because teachers tell us.
The word punishment used here is kolasis*, which
can also be translated as “correction”. It speaks to
the idea of corrective punishment. The word eternal
used here is aiōnios, and like Gehenna, it has been
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completely mistranslated throughout the New Testament.
As NT Greek teacher Richard Liantonio explains,
"aiōnios actually refers to the length of an Age. In
Greek, an Age could refer to a generation, lifetime, or
a longer, finite length of time. It’s where we get our
word “eon”. It also correlates with the Hebrew word Yom,
which denotes anything from a 24-hour period to an
epoch season. What this means is that any time we see
the term “eternal life” in the New Testament, it should
actually be translated as “life of the Age”. Among
other important things, it means that this phrase
“eternal punishment” could more accurately be viewed as
“correction for the length of the Age”. Since nonrestorative punishment is our idea of justice, it’s no
surprise we project it onto God. But this is NOT the
God we see in the Bible. God’s heart is ALWAYS to
restore. We see this time and time and time again
throughout His dealings with Israel. Even if we take a
traditionalist view of Israel’s calamities as the
active hand of God punishing His people, we still see a
God longing to bring His people back to Himself. We see
Jesus lamenting that Jerusalem so often denied His
protection."
Matthew 23:37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, [thou] that
killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent
unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children
together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under
[her] wings, and ye would not!
The God of Israel always punished to restore and
that’s what we see in an accurate translation of
Matthew 25:46 — not “eternal punishment” but
“correction for the length of an age”. From Genesis to Revelation
"God is seen as a restorative God. He rescues Israel from bondage and restores them in the land
of promise. God rescues them from Babylon and restores them to their homeland. He rescues
his people from sin by sending Jesus to die for us that we might be restored in relationship with
him.
John 3:17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world
through him might be saved.
That is God’s heart. He will judge, but he desires restoration. He wants the same from
us. ... How should we understand God’s justice? God is judge. He will punish. But his plan is to
restore everything broken by sin. ( f o r t h o s e w h o o b e y ) . He desires relationship –
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not punishment. "
<https://www.administerjustice.org/2019/04/07/gods-justice/>

* Kolasis is discussed in greater detail later in this
document. ‘Correction’ for unrepentant sinners, at death, is being cast into the lake of fire.
In the Greek Old Testament the compound word
exolothreuthO, commonly rendered into English as
"utterly destroy," is, in about 80 of its 195
occurrences, the Greek rendering of the Hebrew word
karath, which means to "cut off."
Exodus 8:24 And the LORD did so; and there came a
grievous swarm [of flies] into the house of Pharaoh, and [into]
his servants' houses, and into all the land of Egypt: the land
was corrupted by reason of the swarm[of flies].
- states that the "land was corrupted by reason of the swarm of
flies."

◄ 7843. shachath ►
Strong's Concordance
shachath: perhaps to go to ruin
Original Word: ָשׁ ַחת
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: shachath
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Phonetic Spelling: (shaw-khath')
Definition: perhaps to go to ruin
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
perhaps to go to ruin

The Hebrew word shachath means "blighted" or
"ruined," as land could be ruined by flies. That is all
the Greek translation can mean here. Samuel Bagster's*
rendering is "was destroyed," as they could hardly say
the land was utterly exterminated. The blight could
only have been a temporary one.
*Samuel Bagster the elder

In
Exodus 8:31 And the LORD did according to the word of
Moses; and he removed the swarms [of flies] from
Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people; there
remained not one.
we learn that Jehovah called off the swarm of flies.
Temporarily the production or productivity of the land
was cut off from the Egyptians.
In 1 Kings 2:4
1Kings 2:4 That the LORD may continue his word which
he spake concerning me, saying, If thy children take
heed to their way, to walk before me in truth with all
their heart and with all their soul, there shall not
fail thee (said he) a man on the throne of Israel.
David informs Solomon of the conditions under which
Jehovah promised. As the margin shows, the Hebrew says,
"there shall not be cut off from thee." Here, Bagster's
translation of the Septuagint is unable to say "there
shall not be utterly destroyed from thee," but reads
"there shall not fail (literally, be destroyed to
thee)."
In Psalm 44:2,
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Psalms 44:2 [How] thou didst drive out the heathen
with thy hand, and plantedst them; [how] thou didst
afflict the people, and cast them out.
where Bagsters render "Thine hand utterly destroyed
the heathen," the Hebrew text only reads "Thou didst
drove out" or "evict" the nations.

The cutting off in this case was merely from the Land.
In Ezekiel 6:6 all the verbs in the Hebrew indicate
a cutting off in some way or other. The altars are to
be laid waste (or, dried up) and made desolate, For
these two terms the Greek has only one, namely the word
usually rendered "utterly destroy." The high places
were to be desolate, according to the Hebrew, but in
the Greek they were only to disappear. The idols were
to be broken and made to cease, and the images were to
be hewn down. The works were to be wiped out. The
predominant thought in all is a breaking up, entailing
a cutting off.
In the passage Micah 5:10-14 the Greek word
"utterly destroy" represents on four occasions nothing
more than the Hebrew word for "cut off" (karath).
Micah 5:10 And it shall come to pass in that day,
saith the LORD, that I will cut off thy horses out of
the midst of thee, and I will destroy thy chariots:
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◄ 3772. karath ►
Strong's Concordance
karath: to cut off, cut down
Original Word: ָכּ ַרת
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: karath
Phonetic Spelling: (kaw-rath')
Definition: to cut off, cut down
◄ 6. abad ►
Strong's Concordance
abad: to perish
Original Word: אָ ַבד
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: abad
Phonetic Spelling: (aw-bad')
Definition: to perish

Note: Interestingly this verse the living
creatures (horses) are 'cut off', but the lifeless
objects (the chariots) are destroyed (Strong's #6).
The same Hebrew word is used of the waters of the
Jordan being "cut off" in Joshua 3:13, 16; 4:7, There
is no suggestion of the waters being either destroyed
or exterminated. According to Gen. 9:11, all flesh was
"cut off" by the Flood. They could affect no escape by
climbing mountains. Finally, their breath was cut off
also.
Genesis 9:11 And I will establish my covenant with you;
neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the
waters of a flood; neither shall there any more be a
flood to destroy the earth.
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Strong's Concordance #3772
karath: to cut off, cut down
Original Word: ָכּ ַרת
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: karath
Phonetic Spelling: (kaw-rath')
Definition: to cut off, cut down
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
to cut off, cut down

Note: All flesh are 'cut off' not annihilated. They
will be resurrected for judgment in the future.
The same Hebrew word (karath) is very often used in
connection with making a covenant. Literally a covenant
was "cut" or "cut off." The Oxford Hebrew Lexicon says
this was "because of the cutting up and distribution of
the flesh of the victim for eating in, the sacrifice of
the covenants." A noun formed from this word occurs
four times meaning divorce (krithuth), Such a cutting
off did not imply death or destruction.
If the Greek word olethros really means
extermination, let us see how this last term was used
long ago, in the days of Jerome (fourth century). The
Latin word (extermino) meant to drive out of the
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boundaries, to banish. The Latin word terminus
originally meant only a boundary or limit. At James
4:14
James 4:14 Whereas ye know not what [shall be] on the
morrow. For what [is] your life? It is even a vapour,
that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth
away.

Strong's Concordance #853
aphanizó: to make unseen, i.e. destroy
Original Word: ἀφανίζω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: aphanizó
Phonetic Spelling: (af-an-id'-zo)
Definition: to make unseen, destroy
Usage: I cause to disappear, hide, remove; I disfigure (probably by leaving unwashed for a
long period), destroy.
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
from aphanés

Definition
to make unseen, i.e. destroy

Jerome translated the Greek as, "It is a vapour
appearing for a little, and thereafter it will be
exterminated" (exterminant). So did James write to the
Twelve Tribes that they would enjoy a very brief life
and then be exterminated? Not at all. Jerome's
expression corresponded to the Greek term, which simply
means "to make unseen" (aphanizo). Those whom James
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addressed would merely pass over the boundary of life
and disappear from human sight.
Another example from the Latin Vulgate will
illustrate this old meaning of the Latin word
exterminate. In Matt. 6:16

◄ 853. aphanizó ►
Strong's Concordance
aphanizó: to make unseen, i.e. destroy
Original Word: ἀφανίζω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: aphanizó
Phonetic Spelling: (af-an-id'-zo)
Definition: to make unseen, destroy
Usage: I cause to disappear, hide, remove; I disfigure (probably by leaving unwashed for a long
period), destroy.

we read of the hypocrites who "disfigure" their faces
so that they might appear to be fasting. Most versions
use this word. The Concordant Version says "disguise."
But the true meaning ought to be rather, "render
unseen," as though their faces had disappeared.
Jerome's Latin word was exterminant, which did not mean,
to him, "they exterminate," but they put out of sight
their faces, made them obscure. One thousand years
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after Jerome's day, in 1380, this word must have taken
on a changed meaning, which Wycliffe could not
comprehend, as he translates at Matt. 6:16, "for they
put their faces out of (kindly) termys," thus retaining
the meaning of the Latin prefix ex (out) and the root
word term. A few years later however, Wycliffe's
coadjutor John Purvey altered to "they deface their
faces."
A somewhat similar case is found at Acts 3:23 (A.V.
"every soul. . . shall be destroyed from among the
people"; R.V. "shall be utterly destroyed. .." C.V.
"shall be utterly exterminated. . ."). Here the Greek
word (exolethreuth) ought to answer to the old Latin
sense of Jerome's translation (exterminabitur), that is,
they will be put out of sight, out of bounds. That is
what Wycliffe understood here, as he rendered by "shall
be put out of the people and out of his terms" (that is,
his boundaries). Wycliffe uses two verbs to express one
in the Greek and the Latin. It must be kept in mind
that the English word exterminate is comparatively
modern and probably only entered our language about two
hundred years after Wycliffe's time, bearing a meaning
it never had with Jerome.
Reverting to the 6th chapter of Matthew, in verses
19 and 20 we meet with the same expression as is found
in v. 16.
Matthew 6:16 Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the
hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure
their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast.
Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.
Matthew 6:17 But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine
head, and wash thy face;
Matthew 6:18 That thou appear not unto men to fast,
but unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy Father,
which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly.
Matthew 6:19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon
earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves break through and steal:

291

Matthew 6:20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves do not break through nor steal:

◄ 853. aphanizó ►
Strong's Concordance
aphanizó: to make unseen, i.e. destroy
Original Word: ἀφανίζω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: aphanizó
Phonetic Spelling: (af-an-id'-zo)
Definition: to make unseen, destroy
Usage: I cause to disappear, hide, remove; I disfigure (probably by leaving unwashed for a long
period), destroy.

As the Concordant Version (CV) correctly renders,
"moth and corrosion are causing (it) to disappear."
Just as in v. 16 the hypocrites wanted to "appear" to
be fasting, so here moth and rust make materials
"disappear" (aphanizo). Jerome says the moth and rust
"demolish," that is, throw down, literally, down-exert.
In Acts 13:41 the proper idea is not perishing, but
disappearance.
Acts 13:41 Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and
perish: for I work a work in your days, a work which ye
shall in no wise believe, though a man declare it unto
you.
So in Hebrews 8:13,
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Hebrews 8:13 In that he saith, A new [covenant], he
hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and
waxeth old [is] ready to vanish away.

◄ 854. aphanismos ►
Strong's Concordance
aphanismos: a vanishing
Original Word: ἀφανισμός, οῦ, ὁ
Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine
Transliteration: aphanismos
Phonetic Spelling: (af-an-is-mos')
Definition: a vanishing
Usage: disappearing, disappearance, obliteration.

The Old Covenant was near disappearance. There is a
vast difference between disappearance and being utterly
exterminated.
It is seen that there is a very urgent need to sortout all
Bible terms which seem to denote destruction.
Just as Latin interfered with and corrupted the old meaning of
the Greek word aionios (age-lasting, eonian), so it has done to
every one of the words used in connection with future destiny.
Wycliffe knew and used the word "destroy," but the later
Reformers viewedthe doom of the great mass of Mankind as nothing
but utter destruction. Accordingly, they imagined that it
was quite safe to label any Hebrew or Greek word which
seemed to point in that direction with the label
"destruction".
----------
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The Greek word translated destruction is ολεθρος
3639 (olethros), and it occurs 2 Thess.1:9 and in only
3other places in the New Testament (1 Cor 5:5, 1 Thess
5:3 and 1 Tim 6:9).
As regarding the root of the word olethros, it is
generally reckoned to be the same as the root of the
word apoleia (destruction, loss), namely ol, which
Curtius describes as being "obscure. "Olethros derives
from holos (whole) and a root -thr- meaning "ruin". An
adolescent person is a growing one. Thus, this Latin
word had the peculiar meaning of a reverse or check in
growth, a growing backwards, a going downhill - which
might easily lead to death. Even in English we find the
word old, which is related to Latin altus, one grown up,
grown old. In Hebrew we meet with oul, meaning young,
young cow; oull, a young child; olm, an adolescent;
olme, a young woman or damsel. All these terms speak of
growing people or animals.
Olethros might therefore mean originally a "break
in growth," a check in development, a sudden
discomfiture or cutting off from prosperity and ease
and comfort, in other words, a sense of ruin. Some such
idea is found in every occurrence of the word in the
New Testament.
We have found this to be the case in 1. Cor. 5:5; 1.
Thess. 5:3 and 2. Thess. 1:9.
What of 1 Timothy 6:9?
1Timothy 6:9 But they that will be rich fall into
temptation and a snare, and [into] many foolish and
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and
perdition.
Those who scheme to become rich are falling into a
trial and a trap and into many foolish and harmful
excessive-desires, just those very things which are
submerging Mankind in olethros and loss (apoleia). The
final words show both terms which contain the root ol.
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Such mistaken persons have become trapped. Then they
become submerged. Surely this speaks of discomfiture
brought on by excessive greed. The old saying becomes
true - "The more they get the more they want." Instead
of their wealth bringing contentment and peace, it
brings the very opposite. It becomes oppressive,
burdensome, even positively harmful and pain-producing.
In the next verse Paul explains.
1Timothy 6:10 For the love of money is the root of all
evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred
from the faith, and pierced themselves through with
many sorrows.
It is not necessarily into "extermination and
destruction" that such people are lured by their folly.
For a root of all the evils is money-fondness,
which some, craving, are led astray from (the) faith,
and probe themselves on all sides with many painful
things." Paul is not writing about death or punishment
after death. He describes those who prefer wealth to
things of faith. Faith can rise to tremendous heights.
Astray from a living faith, men can sink to agonizing
depths. Put in a few words, Paul means that wealthseeking leads to misery and unhappiness. The faith and
contentment we may have in this life is only for this
life. The discomfiture and loss suffered by wealthy
people is also a feature of this life. That is all Paul
says here. He is not writing a treatise on human
destiny, but giving young Timothy very sound advice
concerning his ministry in this life. Later on in the
same chapter, the wealthy are advised to take hold of
the real life, so that for the future they may lay a
grand foundation.
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The unsaved will suffer the second death (Eternal Ruin)
not Eternal Punishment/Torment
This doctrine of eternal (Everlasting) Torment is
the most unbelievable and unthinkable teaching and is
the worst punishment that the most evil person could
have ever invented, to be tortured forever and ever and
ever and ever.
"The doctrine of eternal torment was not a widely held view for the first five centuries
after Christ, particularly in the early Eastern Church, the Church of the early apostles and
Church fathers such as Paul, Clement of Alexandria, St. Gregory of Nyssa, Origen, and others.
During this time is the expansion and proliferation of pagan myths about the afterlife, which
were then repackaged as eternal, fiery torment in the Western (Catholic) Church, primarily by
Latin theologians and Church leaders from Rome. The idea of eternal torment was a prime tool
for controlling the average churchgoer with fear and was congruent with secular mythologies of
the time. Later, pop culture added fuel to the fire (pun intended) through imaginative works like
Dante’s Inferno ( For more on the effects of Dante's Inferno on the early church see Appendix).
Eternal torment was not a pillar of church doctrine for the first 5 centuries after Christ. Dr.
Ken Vincent, retired psychology professor from Houston Community College, and author of
over one hundred books in the fields of psychology and religion, notes:
"The first person to write about “eternal hell” was the Latin (West) North African
Tertullian (160–220 A.D.), who is considered the Father of the Latin Church. As most
people reason, hell is a place for people you don’t like! Tertullian fantasized that not only
the wicked would be in hell but also every philosopher and theologian who ever argued
with him! He envisioned a time when he would look down from heaven at those people in
hell and laugh with glee! "
Out of the six theological schools in Tertullian’s day and beyond . Out of the six
theological schools in Tertullian’s day and beyond (170–430 A.D.), the only school that taught
the doctrine of eternal torment or hell to its students was the Latin (Roman) school in Carthage,
Africa. Four of the other five taught that, through the death and resurrection of Christ, all people
would be saved through restorative judgment and reconciliation in a plan of Ages. This teaching
was called, “Universal Salvation” or “Universal Reconciliation.” Dr. Vincent says,
"By far, the main person responsible for making hell eternal in the Western Church was St.
Augustine (354–430 CE). Augustine…was made Bishop of Hippo in North Africa. He did not
know Greek, had tried to study it, but stated that he hated it. Sadly, it is his misunderstanding
of Greek that cemented the concept of eternal hell in the Western Church. Augustine not only
said that hell was eternal for the wicked, but also for anyone who wasn’t a Christian. So
complete was his concept of God’s exclusion of non-Christians that he considered un-baptized
babies as damned. When these babies died, Augustine softened slightly to declare that they
would be sent to the “upper level” of hell. Augustine is also the inventor of the concept of
“hell Lite,” also known as Purgatory, which he developed to accommodate some of the
universalist verses in the Bible. Augustine acknowledged the Universalists, whom he called
“tender-hearted,” and included them among the “orthodox.”
Not only was Augustine somewhat the champion of the hell doctrine in the Western
Church, he also had a major influence on the onset of religious bigotry and hate campaigns in the
following centuries. In the 1907 book, Lives of the Fathers: Sketches of Church History in
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Biography, written by Frederick D. Farrar, who was Chaplain in Ordinary to the Queen of
England, we read about Augustine:

"The advocacy of hell came primarily on the scene with Augustine: In no other
respect did Augustine differ more widely from Origen and the Alexandrians
[Eastern Church] than in his intolerant spirit. Even Tertullian conceded to all
the right of opinion.
[Augustine] was the first in the long line of Christian persecutors, and illustrates
the character of the theology that swayed him in the wicked spirit that impelled
him to advocate the right to persecute Christians who differ from those in power.
The dark pages that bear the record of subsequent centuries are a damning
witness to the cruel spirit that actuated Christians, and the cruel theology that
impelled it. Augustine was the first and ablest asserter of the principle which led to
Albigensian crusades, Spanish armadas, Netherland’s butcheries, St.
Bartholomew massacres, the accursed infamies of the Inquisition, the vile
espionage, the hideous bale fires of Seville and Smithfield, the racks, the gibbets,
the thumbscrews, and the subterranean torture- chambers used by churchly
torturers."
- Samuel Dawson, author of, The Teaching of Jesus: From Mount Sinai to
Gehenna a Faithful Rabbi Urgently Warns Rebellious Israel, says:
"Most of what we believe about hell comes from Catholicism and ignorance of the
Old Testament, not from the Bible. I now believe that hell is the invention of Roman
Catholicism; and surprisingly, most, if not all, of our popular concepts of hell can
be found in the writings of Roman Catholic writers like the Italian poet Dante
Alighieri (1265–1321), author of Dante’s Inferno. The English poet John Milton
(1608–1674), author of Paradise Lost, set forth the same concepts in a fashion
highly acceptable to the Roman Catholic faith. Yet none of our concepts of hell can
be found in the teaching of Jesus Christ!"
We get indignant at the mention of purgatorym - we
know that's not in the Bible. We may also find that our
popular concepts of hell came from the same place that
purgatory did-Roman Catholicism. The purpose of this
study is to briefly analyze Jesus' teaching on hell
(more correctly Gehenna, the Greek word for which hell
is given), to see whether these popular concepts are
grounded therein.
Following on the heels of Augustine, the greatest
influence on today’s hell theology via most modern
Bible translations came from Jerome’s Latin Vulgate.
Jerome translated this tainted version of the
Scriptures from a very inferior Latin text in the late
4th century:
Following on the heels of Augustine, the greatest
influence on today’s hell theology via most modern
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Bible translations came from Jerome’s Latin Vulgate.
Jerome translated this tainted version of the
Scriptures from a very inferior Latin text in the late
4th century:
For over a thousand years (c. AD 400–1530), the Vulgate
was the definitive edition of the most influential text
in Western European society. Indeed, for most Western
Christians, it was the only version of the Bible ever
encountered. The Vulgate’s influence throughout the
Middle Ages and the Renaissance into the Early Modern
Period is even greater than that of the King James
Version in English; for Christians during these times
the phraseology and wording of the Vulgate permeated
all areas of the culture.[vii]
What was the problem with Jerome’s Bible? It was
heavily influenced by Latin hell- inventing theologians
like Tertullian and Augustine. When you realize that
the hell doctrine was so late in being adopted by the
Church (and hence, Scriptures), the poorly constructed
walls of orthodoxy begin to crumble. It was several
hundred years after Jesus and the apostles that men
began formulating many of these new Church doctrines
and creeds, many still a part of Evangelical Christian
orthodoxy to this day."
Had our old English Bibles been translated
directly out of the Greek instead of Latin, it’s very
probable that the doctrine of eternal torment would
never have found its way into our modern Bibles and
theology at all. Many of these doctrines were strongarmed into the Church through major dissension and
even bloodshed, with intolerant, oppressive Church
leaders insisting that they were “led by the Spirit”
on such matters.
Conclusion
The idea of eternal torment comes primarily from
Greek thought — a merging of mythology and the
ramification of belief in an immortal soul. For 5
centuries, Christian doctrine remained unaffected by
Hell until Augustine forcibly inserted it into
orthodoxy, using a combination of power and violence to
ensure its survival. Since that time, we’ve seen the
gradual evolution of Christian doctrine in and around
this concept, until today. The average believer has no
idea that the concept of eternal torment isn’t even
biblical. This doctrine of Hell has been used for
centuries to control the masses with fear. Today, it
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prevents the world, both Christian and non-Christian
alike, from seeing a loving Father.
<https://christianuniversalist.org/resources/articles/salvation-conspiracy/>

1d4)

PAUL’S CONCEPT OF ETERNAL PUNISHMENT
"Paul did not deal in as much detail with eternal
punishment as did Jesus in the gospels and John in
Revelation, but what he did write matches with their
fuller descriptions in many points. This is to be
expected because of Paul's strong commitment to Jesus
Christ. In
Romans 2:6 Who will render to every man according to
his deeds:
The best deed you can ever do is believe on Jesus
Christ. The worst would be to not believe. The belief
is to be on Paul's gospel.
Romans 2:7 To them who by patient continuance in well
doing seek for glory and honour and immortality,
eternal life.
Two different kinds of men in verses 7-10. Those
'who seek for glory and honour and immortality get
eternal life. Example:
Cornelius in Acts 10. He does well but it doesn't
save him. He prays, fasts, is devout, fears God, gives
alms, see visions, prays to God always and he wasn't a
Christian. He is a picture of a church heretic but he
wants the truth, he seeks honor and glory, seek and ye
shall find. God sends him the gospel to save him, his
well doing earned him the privilege of receiving it.
Romans 2:8 But unto them that are contentious, and do
not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness,
indignation and wrath,
The second group contends against the truth of God.
Romans 2:9 Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of
man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the
Gentile;
Romans 2:10 But glory, honour, and peace, to every man
that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the
Gentile:
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He wrote about God's anger in punishing the lost and
the anguish they will suffer as a result. Don't reject
the truth of your sin or God will harden you. Keep your
heart right. If it has idols set up in it God will send
you a false prophet to lead you astray and then He'll
deceive the false prophet and then deceive you into
believing the false prophet.
In
Romans 9:22 [What] if God, willing to shew [his] wrath,
and to make his power known, endured with much
longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to
destruction:
Like Pharaoh. God fit him for a vessel of
destruction because he didn't want to know the Lord.
God didn't make him like that.
Romans 9:23 And that he might make known the riches of
his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore
prepared unto glory,
'afore' - foreknowledge. Mercy was given to Moses based
on foreknowledge. God knew him before he was ever born.
He spoke of 'vessels of wrath fitted to
destruction',→
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Romans 9:22 [What] if God, willing to shew [his] wrath,
and to make his power known, endured with much
longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to
destruction,

◄ 684. apóleia ►
Strong's Concordance
apóleia: destruction, loss
Original Word: ἀπώλεια, ας, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: apóleia
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-o'-li-a)
Definition: destruction, loss
Usage: destruction, ruin, loss, perishing; eternal ruin.
HELPS Word-studies
Cognate: 684 apṓleia (from 622 /apóllymi, "cut off") – destruction, causing someone
(something) to be completely severed – cut off (entirely) from what could or should have
been. (Note the force of the prefix, apo.) See 622 (apollymi).
684 /apṓleia ("perdition") does not imply "annihilation" (see the meaning of the root-verb,
622 /apóllymi, "cut off") but instead "loss of well-being" rather than being (Vine's
Expository Dictionary, 165; cf. Jn 11:50; Ac 5:37; 1 Cor 10:9-10; Jude 11).
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→a destruction that consists of an ongoing grief
broughton as a consequence of God's wrath.
Second Thess 1:8-9 is a third passage that
reflects his teaching on eternal punishment.

"Destruction" in 2Thessalonians 1:9 will bring the ruin of rebellious and
wicked sinners, not their destruction
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;

HELPS Word-studies
3639 ólethros (from ollymi/"destroy") – properly, ruination with its full, destructive results
(LS). 3639 /ólethros ("ruination") however does not imply "extinction" (annihilation).
Rather it emphasizes the consequent loss that goes with the complete "undoing."

What does 2Thessalonians 1:9 tell us? Paul tells us
of those who at the Lord's coming will rightly incur
eonian olethros from the Lord's face, and from the
glory of His strength. Does not this speak of
banishment, and thus loss? Why "from" the Lord's face?
Destruction" in 2Thessalonians 1:9 will bring ruin of
ignorance, rebellion and wickedness, not annihilation
of a whole being. Annihilation would be demeaning both
to the love of God and to the nature of human beings as
free moral creatures.
"Here 'eternal destruction' represents a different
Greek expression, one that depicts a ruin that lost
people continue to suffer forever as they are denied
opportunity to be with Christ. Paul’s failure to use a
number of other words in expressions that could have
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expressed annihilation of the unsaved is further
indication of his harmony with Jesus and John in
teaching an unending punishment that the unsaved will
consciously experience."
- James E. Rosscup Professor of Bible Exposition
<https://www.tms.edu/m/tmsj9h pdf>

Paul expects the unsaved to bear God's indignation,
a reality very different from annihilation. Paul's
concept is people's distress, not their deletion. Their
end, telos in Philippians 3, is that of the unsaved of
cross of Christ (v. 18).
Philippians 3:18 (For many walk, of whom I have told
you often, and now tell you even weeping, [that they
are] the enemies of the cross of Christ:
Philippians 3:19 Whose end [is] destruction, whose God
[is their] belly, and [whose] glory [is] in their shame,
who mind earthly things.)

Their god is not the Lord, but their lust,
gratifying self-indulging appetites. Not God's glory,
but what caters to their own shame characterizes them.
Their minds fix on earthly things as the value base
that inspires them and consumes their thoughts. By
sharp contrast, Paul clarifies, our citizenship is that
of believers in Christ, is not earthly but in heaven
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(cf. Col 3:1-4). From the throne of government in the
heavenly capital of their spiritual empire, believers
await a scheduled visitation by their Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ (3:20; cf. 1 Thess 4:13-18). Their future
will be one of Christ transforming their bodies into
glorious resurrection bodies styled after His own.
Philippians 3:21 Who shall change our vile body, that
it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body,
according to the working whereby he is able even to
subdue all things unto himself.
As for the saved, the destiny awaiting them is
God's kingdom and glory (1 Thess 2:12), consistent with
other NT passages in which it is eternal in Christ's
presence (1 Thess 5:18 cf. John 14:1-2; Rev 21:1-22:5).
How great is the contrast between this and the outlook
for the unsaved, whose end or telos is destruction. In
such a contrast, the picture is not that of cessation
by extinction but of ruin and emptiness, void of all
that gives blissful meaning to the saved. Paul also
would agree with the awful anguish in whatever fiery
retribution entails in Paul's Concept of Eternal
Punishment in Thessalonians 1.
Paul expects punishment for all the unsaved. It is
to pay the penalty of eternal 'destruction' is a
reality that is stark and certain, like his phrase 'the
wages of sin is death' (Rom 6:23), i.e., the wages
that sin will pay to the unsaved. All who reject God's
free gift must face second eternal death as they depend
on their own works and fall liable to God's righteous
judgment without having Christ's righteousness to be
their surety. Eternal destruction is, without a
definite article, λεθρov α_ώvιov (olethron anion).
Paul's use is the only NT instance which combines this
word for destruction with the adjective 'eternal.'
Olethros has various usages. In secular Greek, it
depicts 'destruction' incorruption of physical death.
The term also can denote a loss of money, being wiped
out or reduced to ruin. Then Paul uses olethros of
destruction that overtakes those who hold out foolish
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hopes of peace and safety (1Thess 5:3). In 1 Tim 6:9,
1Timothy 6:9 But they that will be rich fall into
temptation and a snare, and [into] many foolish and
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and
perdition.

temptations and lusts catapult the indulgent into
destruction and ruin, using first olethron, then
apoleian. The earlier term depicts corruption,
possibly in a shattered state of existence that is
pathetic in debauchery, or else the final temporal step
in corruption, physical death.
In the same sense, olethron portrays ruin. The
words together convey complete destruction or the
derelict stage of wreckage while yet physically alive
is followed by the more final, utter temporal ruin in
physical death. Another possibility is that the ruin
that comes in bodily death also thrusts one on to the
utter, irrevocable eternal spiritual ruin (cf. Heb
9:27). The context suggests this as it refers to
ultimate destiny (vv. 7, 12, 14, 17,19). In 1 Cor 5:5,
Paul counsels the church at Corinth to deliver over to
Satan an unrepentant church member guilty of sexual
offense for destruction (olethron) of the flesh.
Probably this refers to bodily ruin in physical death.
Paul hopes that the discipline will provoke a remedy
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before death, repentance, so that the offender might
turn out to be saved at the future judgment.
But what are we to make of the language of
destruction? The Greek verb for “destroy” (apollymi, cf.
also the related noun apōleia) need not mean “cease to
exist” but is commonly used to describe the ruining of
something such that it becomes useless for its intended
purpose.
A related word (olethron) is used in a similar
way. Paul’s words imply an ongoing conscious existence,
but one in which persons have been so corrupted that they
almost cease to function as human beings created in the
image of God.
In 1 Corinthians 5, ruin exacting its toll on a
person who still exists is in view. Distinct from this,
olethros in 2 Thessalonians 1 as 'eternal destruction'
is the ultimate kind of ruin. Destruction in 1 Cor 5:5
leaves an offender still existing (even when physical
death occurs), but he must face a later verdict, after
physical death, in the day of Jesus Christ. Likewise,
God can carry through with the destruction in
2Thessalonians 1 though those upon whom He is executing
it are continuing to exist while suffering it. Every
reality here denotes what continues, never ceasing.
Such a duration is distinct from something blotted out,
gone, put in the past forever. That gives additional
confidence about Paul's natural meaning as unending
punishment when he writes of 'eternal destruction'
[ruin] in 2 Thess 1:9. The destruction is a reality in
which the unsaved are in a ruin that continues to be
their state while they go on enduring the 'affliction'
that God repays them in 2 Thess 1:6.
Paul says more about the nature of punishment. The
exclusion from the presence of Christ (2 Thess 1:9).
Paul depicts that the punishment is 'away from' [apo]
the presence [face] of the Lord and away from [second
apo] the glory of His power. If the apostle's idea is
annihilation, he does not use any clear term to specify
a blotting from existence. Rather, his double apo (See
graphic below) places a marked emphasis on exemption
from being in the Lord's presence. This is not absolute,
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for God is everywhere present, having awareness and
ability to operate there. The exclusion is rather in
the sense of any possibility for acceptance, bliss or
fellowship. The picture describes rejection, being shut
out not rubbed out of existence; it is exclusion, not
extinction.
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;

It refers to banning and barrenness (privation), not
blotting out. It is more than event this as it involves,
actively, the indescribable anguish (cf. Rom 2:9) of the fire so
many passages use to depict suffering pain. In the banishment is
utter ruin, the final step in having failed to seize the
opportunity to
know the God whom to know is 'glory, honor, immortality,eternal
life' (Rom 2:7). Paul sees the saved eternally with Christ (Phil
1:23; Col 3:4; 1Thess 4:17), but the unsaved separated to exist
without Him.
Assertions of not
inheriting the kingdom. In accord with Jesus, Paul viewed God's
kingdom as a leading designation for the realm of blessedness.
Jesus saw the benefit of the
saved as one of being forever in the kingdom in the final,
unending sense (Matt 19:16 ff. Luke 19:12-27). Paul conceived
of the privilege the unsaved miss underthe phrase 'shall not
inherit the kingdom' (1 Cor 6:9-10; Gal 5:21; cf. Eph 5:5). He
said, as well, that flesh and blood man in his natural, mortal
estate onlyshall not inherit the kingdom, i.e., live in a
glorified estate (1 Cor 15:50).
Paul's concept also harmonizes with the apostle John in
his descriptions, which contrast the estate inwhich the unsaved
exist with that which the redeemed enjoy. The saved enjoy
various aspects of blessing in the New Jerusalem (Rev

21:3-7; 22:1-5). On the other hand, the unsaved are
not only excluded from such
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blessing, they are rather in the lake of fire (21:8).
Revelation 22:15, where the immediate context depicts
the blessedness of the redeemed, pointedly says that
the unsaved are outside the eternal city in which the
only human heirs are Christ and all the saved (21:7).
As with Paul's idea of the rejected being barred from
inheritance privileges, so John draws a definite
distinction between these in the lake of fire (21:8)
and people in the New Jerusalem who are sons,
overcomers, heirs (21:7).
Revelation 22:15 For without [are] dogs, and sorcerers,
and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and
whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.
'without' (εχω — exō). Outside the holy city, with
which compare Revelation 21:8, Revelation 21:27. All
are “outside” the holy city here, as they are “in the
lake that burns with fire and brimstone, the second
death. Both are pictures (symbolic language) of
'hell', the eternal absence from fellowship with God.
Their doom is not mere exclusion from the city but is
the lake of fire (Revelation 21:8).
Revelation 22:15 For without [are] dogs, and sorcerers,
and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and
whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.
So, "without" is (outside) - We see the unsaved exist
outside the new Jerusalem. The text represents the
unsaved not as obliterated, but outside still existing
but at a distance in another place suitable to them:
(the lake of fire).
The lake of fire will be a physical fire on Earth
that destroys the corpses of people. (Just like the
fire in Gehenna in Jerusalem that will destroy corpses
at the beginning of the Millennium, referred toby Jesus
when quoting Isaiah 66:23-24. Just as the beasts in
Daniel were highly figurative,
Daniel 7:11 I beheld then because of the voice of the great
words which the horn spake: I beheld
[even] till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and
given to the burning flame.
- symbolically represented various nations, so too
is the lake of burning sulfur figurative. Consider
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how Daniel 7:11 relates to
Revelation 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the
beast and the false prophet [are], and shall be
tormented day and night for ever and ever.
Just as the beasts in Daniel were highly
figurative, symbolically represented various nations,
so too is the ‘lake’ of burning sulfur figurative.
Since Revelation is an extreme display of symbolism,
the lake of fire could represent multiple concepts.
Christians who think the lake of fire is hell,
treat the Greek terms “hades” and “the lake of fire” as
if they are both “hell”. Revelation 20:14 illustrates
that this makes no sense. If the Greek word “hades”
means “hell” (it doesn’t, but many people assume it
does), and “hell” and “the lake of fire” are the same
thing, then how can hell be thrown into itself ?
Revelation 20:14 is not stating that Gehenna is
being cast into itself, but rather that Death and Hades
(the common grave of Mankind) are being cast into
Gehenna (the lakeof fire), as Jesus Christ has the keys
to both.
Revelation 20:14 And death and 'hell' (G86) were cast
into the lake of fire. This is the second death.

Paul and John alike introduce no question about
their being. The focus is on their having existence and
God excluding them from the destiny of the saved. The
statement does not indicate that they are extinguished.
Paul also agrees with Jesus and John in another
detail. The unsaved are consigned ('cast' Rev 20:15
away 'from', 2 Thess 1:9) to their own separate destiny
because they did not believe unto life (John 3:36 and
Rev 20:12-15; Rom 6:23). In addition, they are there as
a consistent order of things reflected in their not
having the dynamic of God's life producing fruit true
to His character. To Paul, the lack of a relationship
with God shows in the product of a sinful kind (Rom
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6:21; 1 Cor 6:9-10; Gal 5:19-21). In John the same
reality is essentially the case (1 John 2:15-17). The
unsaved are marked by characteristics that are sinful
(Rev 9:20; 21:8, 27;22:15). God judges those destined
for punishment as unfit to share in His blessedness due
to their names not being in 'the book of life' by
grace through faith in receiving a gift (without cost,
21:6; 22:17). It is also true that their works in
God's Divine record books manifest that they have not
flowed from a true relationship with Him (Rev 20:12-13;
cf. 22:15). Paul concurs that having thelife that is a
gift has a fruit of its own nature (Rom 6:22), the
fruit that grace promotes, fruit of the Spirit (Gal
5:22 ).
Absence of language for annihilation.
Like Jesus and other NT writers, Paul never uses
words for God's retribution that mean extinction. If
they thought that the unsaved would be blotted out,
they bypassed NT words that could have made that
pointedly clear.
(1) The word ξαλείφω (exaleipsas) means to smear
out, to blot out, to obliterate, to expunge. Several
times it distinctly indicates a blotting out. Paul
himself uses it of God canceling or blotting out the
certificate of death against those who receive Christ.
Colossians 2:14 Blotting out the handwriting of
ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to
us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;
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Luke writes of Peter's and John's appeal to fellow
Jews to repent that their sins might be wiped away
(Acts 3:19). John uses the word three times of Christ's
promise not to 'blot out' names of overcomers from His
book of the saved (Rev 3:5) and of God's wiping away
every tear from the saved (7:17,21:4). In Revelation 7,
John emphasizes that certain things are no longer
present with the saved in heaven: hunger, thirst, the
Sun's burning heat, and any hurt from heat. In
Revelation 21, the prospect that tears no longer even
exist in the blessed realm accompany other things:
death, mourning, crying, and pain that are not there.
Had Paul or any NT writer looked for an apt way to say
that punishment of the unsaved comes to the point of
their ceasing to exist, this word could express that.
But no NT author uses the term to make that point.
2) Another word is σβέvvυμι. It occurs for quenching
fire, as in Jesus' words drawn from Isa 42:3 about the
Messiah not extinguishing the feeble who look to Him.
Jesus conveys this in the picture of snuffing a wick's
flame, flickering dimly in a lamp (Matt 12:20). The
same word surfaces in Jesus' parable of ten virgins. He
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pictures the lamps of the foolish in the process of
'going out' as the women are frantic to coax light to
join the coming bridegroom (Matt 25:8). Mark 9:48 has
the same word for the doomed; the 'fire' punishing them
will not be 'quenched'. The adjective form of the word
σβεστoς (asbestos, not quenched) represents the 'fire'
of punishment not being extinguished (Mark 9:43), when
God 'burns up'* the unsaved. John the Baptist portrays
the people doomed to the unquenchable fire as chaff
(Matt 3:12; Luke 3:17).
Josephus, speaking of a festival of the Jews, says
that everyone brought fuel for the fire of the altar,
which "continued always unquenchable," (asbeston aei).
Here we have a union of the word supposed to mean
specially endless, when in the form of aionios, with
the word "unquenchable," and yet both together do not
convey the idea of duration without end; for the fire
of which Josephus speaks had actually gone out, and the
altar been destroyed, at the time he wrote. And still
he calls the fire "always unquenchable."
Eusebius, the father of ecclesiastical history,
describing the martyrdom of several Christians at
Alexandria, says: "They were carried on camels through
the city, and in this elevated position were scourged,
and finally consumed or burned in unquenchable fire"
(puri asbesto). Here, again, we have the very phrase
employed by the Lord and applied to a literal fire,
which of course, was quenched in the short space of one
hour, probably, or two hours at the longest. All that
is implied is, that it burned till it had consumed the
victims. These are perfect illustrations of the
scriptural use and definition of the word unquenchable.
Jesus used the word the way His audience had always
heard it used, of something unstoppable, not endless.
* Something 'burned up' changes form, but is not
annihilated.
The concept of endless punishment was completely
foreign to inspired writing before the Law of Moses,
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during the Law of Moses, and now we see it is foreign
to the teaching of Jesus.
Conclusion
Paul reflected a thorough commitment to and unity
with what his Lord taught in the gospels. Though he did
not go into as much detail as Jesus on punishment, the
words he selected most naturally have the same meaning.
In passages reviewed here, Paul was clear enough that
the destiny of the unsaved is of the same essence that
Jesus and John taught. The punishment is felt (Rom 2:89). It consists of a state of ruin, though not
deletion from existence (Rom 9:22; Phil 3:19), an
'eternal destruction', most probably denoting it as
continuing, never ending in its results. The second
death is such a punishment. The unsaved themselves
exist until they are destroyed. (2 Thess 1:8-9).
2Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire* taking vengeance
on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ:
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;
*God's appearance is described as 'In flaming fire'. In
other words, the flaming fire symbolizes the presence
of God. It is not meant for burning people.
In other passages Paul was also in accord with
unending punishment (death, whose results are unending),
not annihilation. The 'end goal' or 'final outcome'
that the unsaved gravitate to is death (Rom 6:21). Paul
did not conceive of this as ceasing to exist but as
reaching a finalized goal, a separation from God and
His blessing, the ultimate ‘spiritual death'
(separation from God) beyond the 'spiritual death' that
is already the state of the unsaved. At the same time,
Paul agreed in essence with Jesus and John's concept
that he unsaved in their final punishment still exist,
but are excluded from the realm of the saved. They are
ultimately in a situation God suits to their own case.
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As the others, Paul expressed sharp contrasts between
the destiny of saved and unsaved, e.g., 'death'
contrasted with 'life', and 'destruction' in
distinction to 'glory'. He also phrased the destiny of
the unredeemed as, negatively viewed, not inheriting
the realm of blessedness to which the saved will be
heirs (cf. Rom 8:17, 18-25; Gal 5:21). John also held
this contrast about the inheritance (Rev 21:7), and
immediately contrasted it with the destiny of those who
do not enter the inheritance, the unsaved (v. 8). To be
refused inheritance is exclusion from the blessing that
accrues to all of the saved. For Paul, as for John, it
was not extinction of the very being. Paul, as also
others writing NT Scripture, never called on terms that
could distinctly suggest an elimination from existence.
The terms they do chose seem in their most sensible
meaning to point to the unsaved continuing to exist,
until they suiffer the second death, a punishment (not
punishing) that ‘never ends’. What Paul writes
reflected an outlook that is clear enough. Its natural
sense should not be softened to suit human reasoning
more easily, or cast in doubt. biblical language firmly
resists being construed to support other views on the
nature and duration of punishment. Paul expected
eternally continuing ruin (the second death) awaiting
those who do not receive the redemption the saved
receive as God's gift. Paul, having the heartbeat of
his Lord, found this conviction about destinies of
saved and unsaved a great prompt. It was a reality that
led him sacrificially to pray for others (Rom 10:1) and
proclaim the gospel with urgency (Rom 1:15-17; 2 Cor
5:14-21).
<https://ncdefca.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Session-3-Doctrine-of-Hell-and-EternalConscious-Punishment.pdf>

1d5) Endless punishment, like Hell, is of heathen
origin
The doctrine of Endless Punishment is nowhere to be
found in the sacred Scriptures of the Jews. But we know
that the heathen world, during a large portion of this
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period, was in possession of the doctrine, and fully
believed it. It is pertinent to our subject, therefore,
to inquire into their belief, and endeavor to ascertain
from what source they obtained it. It may be, too, that
the examination will discover to us the source of some
of our modern doctrines on the subject. At any rate, it
will show that the superstitions of the past and the
present, of Pagans and Christians, are not very wide
apart.

The heathen invented the doctrine of endless
punishment – shown by their own confessions.
"Any one at all familiar with the writings of the ancient Greeks
or Romans, cannot fail to note how often it is admitted by them
that the national religions were the inventions of the
legislator and the priest, for the purpose of governing and
restraining the common people. Hence, all the early lawgivers
claim to have had communications with the gods, who aided them
in the preparation of their codes. Zoroaster claimed to have
received his laws from a divine source; Lycurgus obtained his
from Apollo, Minos of Crete from Jupiter, Numa of Rome from
Egeria, Zaleucus from Minerva, &c. The object of this sacred
fraud was to impress the minds of the multitude with religious
awe, and command a more-ready obedience on their part. Hence
Augustine says, in his “City of God.” “This seems to have been
done on no other account, but as it was the business of princes,
out of their wisdom and civil prudence, to deceive the people in
their religion; princes, under the name of religion, persuaded
the people to believe those things true, which they themselves
knew to be idle fables; by this means, for their own ease in
government, tying them the more closely to civil society.”
"Of course, in order to secure obedience, they were obliged
to invent divine punishments for the disobedience of what they
asserted to be divine laws.
“Hence,” says Bishop Warburton, “they enforced the belief of a
future state of rewards and punishments by every sort of
contrivance.
And speaking of the addition of metempsychosis, or the
transmigration of souls, he says: “This was an ingenious
solution, invented by the Egyptian lawgivers, to remove all
doubts concerning the moral attributes of God.”
Egypt has been called the “Mother of Superstitions” and her
whole religious history shows the propriety of the appellation.
Greeks and Romans, Lawgivers and Philosophers, acknowledge their
315

indebtedness to her in this respect, and freely credit her with
the original invention of the fables and terrors of the
invisible world; though it must be allowed that they have
improved somewhat upon the hints given, and shown a wonderful
inventive faculty of their own."
<https://www.tentmaker.org/books/OriginandHistory.html>

Dr. John Mason Good, M.D. has a curious passage on the
subject in hand, in his Book of Nature, which we must introduce
here.
“It was believed in most countries,” he says, “that this hell,
hades, or invisible world, is divided into two very distinct and
opposite regions, by a broad and impassable gulf; that the one
is a seat of happiness, a paradise, or elysium, and the other a
seat of misery, a Gehenna, or Tartarus; and that there is a
supreme magistrate and an impartial tribunal belonging to the
infernal shades, before which the ghosts must appear, and by
which they are sentenced to the one or the other, according to
the deeds done in the body. Egypt is said to have been the
inventress of this important and valuable part of the tradition;
and undoubtedly it is to be found in the earliest records of
Egyptian history. But, from the wonderful conformity of its
outlines to the parallel doctrines of the Scriptures, it is
probable that it has a still higher origin, and that it
constituted a part of the patriarchal creed, retained in a few
channels, though forgotten or obliterated in others, and
consequently that it was a divine communication in a very early
age.”
"This last assertion is certainly a singular statement for
a man of Dr. Good’s learning and judgment. For, first, it does
not conform at all to the doctrine of the Scriptures in regard
to rewards and punishments, as our inquiry has fully shown. And,
second, the patriarchal creed makes no mention of it, as far as
we know; and if it made part of an early revelation, afterwards
lost, it is reasonable to suppose that it would have been
renewed again in the revelation to the Law of Moses.
Besides, if the Egyptians obtained it from any of the patriarchs,
it must have been from Jacob or his descendants, after they went
down into Egypt. It must have been a current doctrine, therefore,
among the Israelites, and regarded by them as of divine
authority; but this conclusion is shut off by the fact that
Moses, though divinely commissioned as their teacher, rejects it
from his law, and shows his unbelief and contempt for it by a
studied and unbroken silence! Curious, indeed, if Dr. Good’s
supposition is correct. We find the doctrine in full bloom with
the Egyptians, but not a trace of it among the early Hebrews.
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But, singularly enough, when, in after ages, the Jews had become
corrupted, and had departed from the Law of Moses, we find the
doctrine among them. And, what is very noteworthy, as the next
chapter will show, its first appearance is in apocryphal books
written by Egyptian Jews. So that the facts happen to be the
very opposite of Dr. Good’s theory; – instead of the Egyptians
borrowing it from the Jews, the Jews borrowed it from the
Egyptians."
In attempting to set out the Egyptian notions on the
subject, it is difficult to choose between the conflicting
accounts of the Greek writers, Herodotus, Diodorus Siculus,
Plutarch, &c., as well as of the modern interpreters of the
monumental hieroglyphics. Still, with regard to the main
question, they are tolerably well agreed, though there is great
diversity of opinion in respect to the details. It is plain
enough, from their united testimony, that the whole matter of
judgment after death, the rewards of a good life, and the
punishments of a bad life, with all the formal solemnities of
trial and condemnation, originated and was perfected among the
Egyptians, according to the peculiar character of their
mythology. From them it was borrowed by the Greeks, who made
such changes and additions as fitted the system to the genius
and circumstances of that people.
It would seem that each district of Egypt had what was
called its “sacred lake,” beyond which were the tombs and
burial-places of the dead. Acherusia, the lake near Memphis, was
the model probably for the rest, and appears to have furnished a
general name for them.
When any one died, it was the duty of his relations,
according to Diodorus, to notify the forty-two judges or
assessors, whose office it was to decide upon the character of
the deceased, and then to appoint the day for the funeral
ceremonies and burial. When the day came, the body of the dead
was carried in procession to the shore of the lake, from which
it could not be removed till after the judgment. The forty-two
judges, having been summoned, were in waiting at the place of
embarkation, to receive the body, and enter on the trial. It was
then lawful, for any person who thought proper, to bring charges
against the deceased; and if it was proved that he had led an
evil life, the judges condemned him for his wickedness, and
refused him the privilege of burial, which was regarded as one
of the greatest possible calamities. But if those accusing the
dead failed to establish their accusations, they were subjected
to the heaviest penalties.
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If there was no accuser, or the charges were disproved,
then his relations were allowed to pronounce the accustomed
eulogy, praising his piety and goodness, celebrating his virtues,
and declaring the excellent life which he had lived. This was
followed by a prayer supplicating the gods of the under-world to
receive him into the society of the blessed. Then came the
acclamations of the multitude assembled on the occasion, who
united in extolling the character of the dead, and in rejoicing
that he was now going to join the virtuous in the regions of
Amenti or Hades. This over, the body was placed in the funeral
boat, under the direction of Horus, the ferryman of the dead,
and borne across the lake to its place of sepulture. This done,
the ceremonies of the occasion closed.
The bodies of those who had been refused burial were carried
back by the family, and the coffins set up against the wall of
the house. The spirit could not be at rest until the body was
buried.
“The duration of this punishment was limited,” says Wilkinson,
“according to the extent of crimes of which the accused had been
guilty. When the devotion of friends, aided by liberal donations
in the service of religion, and the influential prayers of the
priests, had sufficiently softened the otherwise inexorable
nature of the gods, the period of this state of purgatory was
doubtless shortened.”
Beside this judgment on earth, it appears there was another
after the dead entered the regions of Amenti or Hades. For what
reason, we cannot say, except the judges of the invisible world
were a kind of superior court, who examined the case anew, with
the view of correcting any errors of the previous trial.
Sir J.G. Wilkinson informs us that “the judgment scenes found in
the tombs and on the papyri, sometimes represent the deceased
conducted by Horus to the region of AmentI Cerberus is present
as the guardian of the gates, near which the scales of justice
were erected. Anubis, ‘the director of the weight,’ having
placed a vase representing the good actions, or the heart of the
deceased, in one scale, and the figure or emblem of truth in the
other, proceeds to ascertain his claims for admission. If, on
being ‘weighed,’ he is ‘found wanting,’ he is rejected; and
Osiris, the judge of the dead, inclining the scepter in token of
condemnation, pronounces judgment upon him, and condemns his
soul to return to earth under the form of a pig, or some other
unclean animal. Placed in a boat, it is removed, under the
charge of two monkeys, from the precincts of Amenti, all
communication with which is figuratively cut off by a man who
hews away the earth with an ax after its passage; and the
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commencement of a new term of life is indicated by the monkeys,
the emblems of Thoth, as Time. But if, when the sum of his deeds
have been recorded, his virtues so far predominate as to entitle
him to admission to the mansions of the blessed, Horus
introduces him to Osiris.”
"It is with this judgment, at the point where the condemned
soul is sent back again to the earth in the form of an animal,
that the doctrine of transmigration seems to connect itself.
According to Herodotus, the Egyptians believed the soul would
pass from one body to another, till it had performed the circuit
of all animals, terrestrial, marine, and birds of the air; when
it again takes up its abode in the human body. This
transmigration it was supposed would fill up a period of three
thousand years."
"There is great diversity of opinion in regard to the
particulars of this curious arrangement, but the leading idea
appears to have been the punishment of the wicked; for the
wicked only, according to some authorities, were subject to it,
the good and pious being received immediately, on the burial of
the body, into rest, or returning to the Good Being whence they
emanated. And it would seem, according to Wilkinson, that it was
only the ordinarily wicked, not the very worst, who were
condemned to this purgatory. He thinks that the monuments show
“that the souls which underwent transmigration were those of men
whose sins were of a sufficiently moderate kind to admit of that
purification; the unpardonable sinner being condemned to eternal
fire,” by which he means endless fire.
These records of the ancient Greeks, confirmed by the monuments
as illustrated by modern scholars, open to us the origin of the
doctrines of a judgment after death, and of future endless
rewards and punishments, for the good or evil deeds of this life.
From the Egyptians it passed, with suitable modifications, to
the Greeks and Romans. Diodorus himself clearly shows that the
fables of the Acherusian lake, of Hecate, Cerberus, Charon, and
the Styx, have their original in these Egyptian ceremonies and
doctrines.
And Professor Stuart, in a note to Greppo’s Essay on
Hieroglyphics, accepts the statement of Spineto, that the Amenti
of the Egyptians originated the classic fables of Hades and
Tartarus, Charon, Pluto, the judges of hell, the dog Cerberus,
the Chimeras, Harpies, Gorgons, Furies, “and other such
unnatural and horrible things with which the Greeks and Romans
peopled their fantastic hell.”
"Greek Mythology. It is curious to note the exactness of
the copy in many particulars. The Egyptian Acherusia gives us
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the Greek Acheron, and perhaps Styx. The Egyptian Tartar,
significant of the lamentations of relatives over the dead
refused burial on account of their wicked lives, furnishes the
Greek Tartarus, where the wicked are punished. The funeral boat
across the lake, the ferryman, and the gold piece in the mouth
of the dead, give rise to Charon, his boat, and fee, and the
passage across the Styx into Hades. The cemetery beyond the lake,
surrounded by trees, called by the Egyptians Elisout or Elisaeus,
is the original of the Greek Elysian Fields, the abode of the
blessed. The three infernal judges, Minos, Aeacus, Rhadamanthus,
are borrowed from the Egyptian judges of the dead; and the heads
of animals symbolizing these judges, mistaken by the Greeks, are
changed into monster Gorgons, Harpies, Furies, &c.
But, as I have remarked, though the Greeks borrowed, they
altered and improved. And, true to that individualism which was
so marked a characteristic of that people, they are not
satisfied with the Egyptian method of generalizing respecting
the punishments of the wicked, but begin specifying particular
sinners, and particular kinds of punishment adapted to
particular offenses. Hence the fables of Ixion, Tantalus,
Tityrus, &c., whose torments in the infernal regions are
mentioned in the beginning of this chapter. Everything must be
sharp, pointed, and dramatic, to suit the lively genius of the
Greek; and the terrors of the invisible world must be presented
in a way to strike the imagination in the most powerful manner,
and produce some direct result on the individual and on society.
The whole thing is designed for effect, to influence the
multitude, to restrain their passions, and to aid the magistrate
and ruler in keeping them subject to authority. It is the
invention of priests and law-makers, who take this as the
easiest method of governing the people. They claim the “right
divine” to govern; claim that their laws originate with the gods,
as we have shown above; and that, therefore, the gods will visit
on all offenders the terrors and tortures of the damned. Hence,
through the joint cunning of priest and legislator, of church
and state, mutually supporting each the other, we have all the
stupendous frauds and falsehoods respecting the invisible world.
But, without further remarks of my own, I will introduce the
testimony of the heathen themselves on this point, and those the
best informed among them, who will tell their own story in their
own way. One preliminary observation, however, partly made
already, I wish to repeat; and I desire the reader to have it
always in mind: The rulers and magistrates, or priests, invent
these terrors to keep the people, the masses, in subjection; the
people religiously believe in them; while the inventors, of
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course, and the educated classes, the priests and the
philosophers, though they teach them to the multitude, have
themselves no manner of faith in them.
1. Polybius, the historian, says: “Since the multitude is ever
fickle, full of lawless desires, irrational passions and
violence, there is no other way to keep them in order but by the
fear and terror of the invisible world; on which account our
ancestors seem to me to have acted judiciously, when they
contrived to bring into the popular belief these notions of the
gods, and of the infernal regions.”
B. vi 56.
2. Dionysius Halicarnassus treats the whole matter as useful,
but not as true. Antiq. Rom., B. ii 3. Livy, the celebrated
historian, speaks of it in the same spirit; and he praises the
wisdom of Numa, because he invented the fear of the gods, as “a
most efficacious means of governing an ignorant and barbarous
populace.”
Hist., I 19.
4. Strabo, the geographer, says: “The multitude are restrained
from vice by the punishments the gods are said to inflict upon
offenders, and by those terrors and threatenings which certain
dreadful words and monstrous forms imprint upon their minds…For
it is impossible to govern the crowd of women, and all the
common rabble, by philosophical reasoning, and lead them to
piety, holiness and virtue – but this must be done by
superstition, or the fear of the gods, by means of fables and
wonders; for the thunder, the aegis, the trident, the torches
(of the Furies), the dragons, &c., are all fables, as is also
all the ancient theology. These things the legislators used as
scarecrows to terrify the childish multitude.”
Geog., B. I 5. Timaeus Locrus, the Pythagorean, after stating
that the doctrine of rewards and punishments after death is
necessary to society, proceeds as follows: “For as we sometimes
cure the body with unwholesome remedies, when such as are most
wholesome produce no effect, so we restrain those minds with
false relations, which will not be persuaded by the truth. There
is a necessity, therefore, of instilling the dread of those
foreign torments: 10as that the soul changes its habitation; that
the coward is ignominiously thrust into the body of a woman; the
murderer imprisoned within the form of a savage beast; the vain
and inconstant changed into birds, and the slothful and ignorant
into fishes.”
6. Plato, in his commentary on Timaeus, fully endorses what he
says respecting the fabulous invention of these foreign torments.
And Strabo says that “Plato and the Brahmins of India invented
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fables concerning the future judgments of hell” (Hades). And
Chrysippus blames Plato for attempting to deter men from wrong
by frightful stories of future punishments.
Plato himself is exceedingly inconsistent, sometimes adopting,
even in his serious discourses, the fables of the poets, and at
other times rejecting them as utterly false, and giving too
frightful views of the invisible world. Sometimes, he argues, on
social grounds, that they are necessary to restrain bad men from
wickedness and crime, and then again he protests against them on
political grounds, as intimidating the citizens, and making
cowards of the soldiers, who, believing these things, are afraid
of death, and do not therefore fight well. But all this shows in
what light he regarded them; not as truths, certainly, but as
fictions, convenient in some cases, but difficult to manage in
others.
7. Plutarch treats the subject in the same way; sometimes
arguing for them with great solemnity and earnestness, and on
other occasions calling them “fabulous stories, the tales of
mothers and nurses.”
8. Seneca says: “Those things which make the infernal regions
terrible, the darkness, the prison, the river of flaming fire,
the judgment seat, &c., are all a fable, with which the poets
amuse themselves, and by them agitate us with vain terrors.”
Sextus Empiricus calls them “poetic fables of hell;” and Cicero
speaks of them as “silly absurdities and fables” (ineptiis ac
fabulis).
9. Aristotle. “It has been handed down in mythical form from
earliest times to posterity, that there are gods, and that the
divine (Deity) compasses all nature. All beside this has been
added, after the mythical style, for the purpose of persuading
the multitude, and for the interests of the laws, and the
advantage of the state.”
Neander’s Church Hist., I, p. 7. The question with which this
section began, “Whence came the doctrine of future endless
punishments?” is now, I trust, answered by a sufficient number
of witnesses to settle the matter beyond dispute. The heathens
themselves confess to the invention of the dogma, and of all the
fabulous stories of the infernal regions; the legislators and
sages very frankly state that the whole thing was devised for
its supposed utility in governing the gross and ignorant
multitude of men and women, who cannot be restrained by the
precepts of philosophy. 12 They have not the slightest faith in
these things themselves; they do not think them at all necessary
to regulate their own lives, or keep them in order; but it is
for the common people, the coarse rabble, who can only in this
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way be terrified into good behavior. One cannot help noting
the00resemblance between these wise men and some of our own
day, whoseem so anxious to maintain the doctrine in the ground
that it is necessary to restrain men from sin. But,
unfortunately for this theory, the revelations of history, both
Pagan and Christian, are all in opposition to it"
Ephesians 6:16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith
ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.

Ephesians 6:16 employs the term 'thyreon tes pisteos' for
believer 's 'shield of faith' that quenches (putting out) the
fire of enemy's darts. And Paul urges believers not to quench
the Spirit, i.e., not douse His work as believers minister to
edify believers (1 Thess 5:19). Paul and others in the NT never
enlist the word to say that the unsaved when punished are
snuffed out, or that God causes punishment itself to cease.
(3) A further word, παύω (pausontai), is Paul's term for
tongues ceasing, whether there be tongues, they shall cease, 1
Cor 13:8). But Paul never says in 1Corinthians 13:8 that
punishment or the punished unsaved person ceases.
1Corinthians 13:8 Charity never faileth: but whether [there be]
prophecies, they shall fail; whether [there be] tongues, they
shall cease; whether [there be] knowledge, it shall vanish away.
(4) Further terminology regarding the unsaved that is
absent from Paul and others in the NT is a phrase used for the
sea no longer existing, (eti), Rev 21:1). Paul might have
utilized the phrase to state that the punished come to be
present no longer if he thought annihilation were true. John
uses similar terminology for light from a lamp no longer being
seen in Babylon after God has judged it (Rev 18:23). Indeed, the
word eti occurs six times of things that no longer 'still' exist
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in regard to Babylon (Rev 18:21-23). Again Paul, just as Jesus
and other NT writers, never sees fit to use such a phrase to
suggest that punishing the unsaved involves their extinction.
<https://www.tms.edu/m/tmsj9h pdf>

The fate of countless millions of human beings
depends upon the "accurate meaning of 2Thessalonians
1:9. The Twentieth Century version says it is
"unutterable ruin." Arthur S. Way says it is
"irrevocable destruction." Moffatt says the penalty is
"being destroyed eternally." Phillips says "eternal
exclusion." Scarlett says "aeonian perdition." The
Concordant version says "eonian extermination," a truly
terrible prospect.
Liddell & Scott (Greek Lexicon) say the word means
"ruin, destruction, death," and give quotations from
Homer showing that with him the word always meant death,
usually as something gloomy, bitter, or miserable, or
utter death. Other associations of the word are
"pestilent," " pernicious," a curse or plague or ruin
to others. We must therefore keep in view that there
may be a possibility that 2Thessalonians 1:9 refers to
pestilence. The time must approximate fairly closely to
that of Rev. 16, which details the pouring out of the
seven bowls of God's fury into the Earth. The first
bowl produces malignant ulcers in those having the mark
of the wild-beast and worshipping its image (verse 1).
See also verses 10 and 11. The great mass of Mankind in
that day will be suffering from intolerable ulcers and
other miseries, probably due to the eating of unclean
foods and devitalized foods, and over consumption of
drugs of all kinds.
Just as “destruction” in English refers to
something that is bought to an end (cf. “bring to
nothing” in 2Thessalonians 2:8 2Thessalonians 2:8 And then shall that Wicked be
revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit
of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of
his coming:
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Strong's Concordance #2673
katargeó: to render inoperative, abolish
Original Word: καταργέω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: katargeó
Phonetic Spelling: (kat-arg-eh'-o)
Definition: to render inoperative, abolish
Usage: (a) I make idle (inactive), make of no effect, annul, abolish, bring to naught, (b) I
discharge, sever, separate from.
HELPS Word-studies
2673 katargéō (from 2596 /katá, "down to a point," intensifying 691 /argéō, "inactive, idle") –
properly, idle down, rendering something inert ("completely inoperative"); i.e. being of no effect
(totally without force, completely brought down); done away with, cause to cease and therefore
abolish; make invalid, abrogate (bring to naught); "to make idle or inactive" (so also in
Euripides, Phoen., 753, Abbott-Smith).
["2673 (katargéō) means 'to make completely inoperative' or 'to put out of use,' according to
TDNT (1.453)" (J. Rodman Williams, Renewal Theology "God, the World & Redemption," 389).

The context we have looked at gives us no reason at
all to think that there is some special kind of
perpetual destroying process in view, that wouldn’t
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actually result in something said to have been
destroyed.
Nor does God's justice demand that it should burn
people alive forever, according to 2 Thessalonians 1:510. In verse 9, the active participation of unbelievers
in the verb means that they will pay the penalty on
that day.
2Thessalonians 1:5 [Which is] a manifest token of the
righteous judgment of God, that ye may be counted
worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer:
On that day, according to verse 6 and 7, God
considers it just to repay with affliction those who
afflict you. when the Lord Jesus is revealed.
2Thessalonians 1:6 Seeing [it is] a righteous thing
with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble
you;
'recompense' - to repay

Strong's Concordance #467
antapodidómi: to give back as an equivalent, recompense
Original Word: ἀνταποδίδωμι
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: antapodidómi
Phonetic Spelling: (an-tap-od-ee'-do-mee)
Definition: to give back as an equivalent, recompense
Usage: I give in return, recompense.
◄ 2347. thlipsis ►
Strong's Concordance
thlipsis: tribulation
Original Word: θλῖψις, εως, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: thlipsis
Phonetic Spelling: (thlip'-sis)
Definition: tribulation
Usage: persecution, affliction, distress, tribulation.
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Repay with tribulation
First, in 1:6, Paul says that God will “recompense
(repay) with tribulation them that trouble you.”
The word for tribulation (Greek thlipsis) does not
refer to hell, but to temporal calamity. It refers to
negative outward circumstances and troubles in this
life. Not anywhere in Scripture does it refer to
eternal sufferings or torment.
So, when Paul writes about this, he is saying that
when others seek to bring trouble upon us for following
Jesus, God will turn these troubles back around upon
them. This is not a form of punishment or violence, but
simply ruination, the principle that “He who lives by
the sword, dies by the sword.”
HELPS Word-studies
2347 thlípsis – properly, pressure (what constricts or rubs together), used of a narrow place that
"hems someone in"; tribulation, especially internal pressure that causes someone to feel
confined (restricted, "without options").
2347 /thlípsis ("compression, tribulation") carries the challenge of coping with the internal
pressure of a tribulation, especially when feeling there is "no way of escape" ("hemmed in").

Definition of affliction
1 : a cause of persistent pain or distress a mysterious affliction
2 : great suffering felt empathy with their affliction

2Thessalonians 1:7 And to you who are troubled rest
with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from
heaven with his mighty angels,
In other words, the suffering of believers now at
the hands of unbelievers will be reciprocated then,
with the payment of eternal ruin meted out then too,
both aspects of just punishment occurring on that day
when Jesus returns. The overall sense is of an eternal
fate that is experienced in affliction on that day. We
may also include from elsewhere other aspects of the
judgment day experience, such as terror, shame, anger
and regret.
2Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ:
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Notice that the Scripture does not say that any
person is being burned by the “flaming fire.” It
declares how the Lord's presence would be revealed. The
fire is a symbol.
We can trust the God of love to judge justly, even
though that's difficult for us. When Christ returns,
those who have resisted and rebelled against him will
receive terrible judgment.
This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed
from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels.
(1:7). Christ is finally revealed in his Second Coming,
all secrets will be revealed too. He comes with
"blazing fire," which jives with other verses about the
Lord's coming (Isaiah 66:15-16; 2 Peter 3:10).
Fire and judgment are often joined in the Bible.
Zephaniah 3:8 Therefore wait ye upon me, saith the
LORD, until the day that I rise up to the prey: for my
determination [is] to gather the nations, that I may
assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine
indignation, [even] all my fierce anger: for all the
earth shall be devoured with the fire of my jealousy.
Zephaniah 3:9 For then will I turn to the people a
pure language, that they may all call upon the name of
the LORD, to serve him with one consent.
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We see that first comes the fire (of God’s
jealousy), then He restores to the people a pure
language.
Review: The fire is the intensity of God’s judgment
against the evil systems. It does not burn the people,
because then they would either be destroyed or
tormented beyond recovery. Even now, the world is
experiencing fiery troubles. After the present evil
systems are destroyed, the saved humanity will be
ready to hear and learn God’s righteous plan for all
Mankind.
Daniel 2:44 And in the days of these kings shall the
God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be
destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other
people, [but] it shall break in pieces and consume all
these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.
Scriptures foretell that all obedient Mankind will
learn about God. The “pure language” of Zephaniah is
just onecitation.
Jeremiah 31:34 And they shall teach no more every man
his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know
the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of
them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I
will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their
sin no more.
God will establish His righteous reign in Jerusalem.
Isaiah 2:2 And it shall come to pass in the last days,
[that] the mountain of the LORD'S house shall be
established in the top of the mountains, and shall be
exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow
unto it.
Isaiah 2:3 And many people shall go and say, Come ye,
and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the
house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his
ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion
shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from
Jerusalem.
Isaiah 2:4 And he shall judge among the nations, and
shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their spears into
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pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any more.
and all mankind will eagerly seek Him there.
Zechariah 8:22 Yea, many people and strong nations
shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, and
to pray before the LORD.
Zechariah 8:23 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; In those
days [it shall come to pass], that ten men shall take
hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall
take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We
will go with you: for we have heard [that] God [is]
with you.
These verses, and many more, describe the Kingdom
for which we all pray, "Thy kingdom come; thy will be
done on earth, even as it is in heaven.” At the end of
Christ's reign, Mankind will have learned about and
experienced the true love of God. Any who refuse to
accept these blessings would then deserve the
“everlasting destruction” spoken of in
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;
https://chicagobible.org/what-does-2-thessalonians-18-mean-will-jesus-take-vengence-and-burn-upmankind/

The first thing to consider are the numerous
allusions and references in these verses to other
passages of Scripture. When Paul wrote these words, he
expected his readers to bring to mind the images of
fire and destruction that are found in various
prophetic texts and the teachings of Jesus.
For example, the terminology and imagery used in
the preceding verse about Jesus being “revealed from
heaven with His mighty angels” (2 Thessalonians 1:7)
brings to mind the similar imagery used by Jesus in
Matthew 13:36-43 and Matthew 25:31-46. Both of those
passages refer to the destruction of nations and
countries that ignore the ways of God and the plight of
the needy in their midst. Since Paul is using similar
imagery, he must have similar ideas in mind.
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Furthermore, when Paul writes about the presence of
the Lord and the glory of His power he likely has texts
such as Isaiah 2:19-21 (cf. Revelation 6:15-16) and
Isaiah 66:15-16, 24 in view. This first text refers to
the “terror of the Lord and the glory of His majesty”
while the second refers to the destruction that comes
upon those who sin against God. Yet it is critical to
note that while the Isaiah text refers to the “terror”
of the Lord, Paul removes the reference to terror and
inserts the “presence” of the Lord instead.
2Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ:
'obey not the gospel' - It is the gospel by which men
are saved (1 Corinthians 15:1-2) and there can be no
other way of salvation (John 14:6; Acts 4:12). The
gospel is good news and salvation is offered freely to
anyone who will receive it through faith in Christ.
There is no acceptable excuse for rejecting His love
and sacrificial death. For those who do reject Him,
however, “there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,
but a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery
indignation, which shall devour the adversaries”
(Hebrews 10:26-27) (the lake of fire).
'In flaming fire' - Paul wrote these words, expecting
his readers to bring to mind the images of fire and
destruction that are found in various prophetic texts
and the teachings of Jesus.
Paul used the unique phrase “eternal destruction”
in his second letter to the church at Thessalonica.
The Greek word translated “destruction” in this verse,
however, is olethros, not apollumi. Olethros appears a
total of four times in the New Testament, three of
which refer to the “destruction” of those who rebel
against God (1 Thessalonians 5:3; 2 Thessalonians 1:9;
1 Timothy 6:9). Like apollumi, olethros does not
connote annihilation. In 1 Timothy 6:9, Paul used
olethros to describe the miserable spiritual condition
of those who lust after riches.
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1Timothy 6:9 But they that will be rich fall into
temptation and a snare, and [into] many foolish and
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and
perdition.

Strong's Concordance
apóleia: destruction, loss
Original Word: ἀπώλεια, ας, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: apóleia
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-o'-li-a)
Definition: destruction, loss
Usage: destruction, ruin, loss, perishing; eternal ruin.
HELPS Word-studies
Cognate: 684 apṓleia (from 622 /apóllymi, "cut off") – destruction, causing someone
(something) to be completely severed – cut off (entirely) from what could or should have
been. (Note the force of the prefix, apo.) See 622 (apollymi).
684 /apṓleia ("perdition") does not imply "annihilation" (see the meaning of the root-verb,
622 /apóllymi, "cut off") but instead "loss of well-being" rather than being (Vine's
Expository Dictionary, 165; cf. Jn 11:50; Ac 5:37; 1 Cor 10:9-10; Jude 11).

These individuals were not annihilated, but were in
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a state of “ruin” (the second death) because they had
“strayed from the faith” (vs. 10).
1Timothy 6:10 For the love of money is the root of all
evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred
from the faith, and pierced themselves through with
many sorrows.
Regarding the appearance of olethros in 1
Thessalonians 5:3,
1Thessalonians 5:3 For when they shall say, Peace and
safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as
travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not
escape.

“Since that destruction is ‘sudden,’ there could
not be any torment at all — which is contrary to
'doctrine of hell' teaching.
'[t]he expression “everlasting destruction” is used
in apposition to “suffer punishment” (literally
meaning, “to experience just payment”). A part of
the “deserved” aspect is that of “affliction.” Note
that verse 6 says “...
1Thessalonians 1:6 And ye became followers of us, and
of the Lord, having received the word in much
affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost:
God considers it just to repay with affliction
those who afflict you.” “Affliction” implies conscious
suffering; it stands in opposition to the concept of
annihilation. As Gerstner foolishly observed:
“Extermination is not affliction; it is the prevention
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of affliction” (Jackson, 2003a, 39:31).
"There simply is no solid evidence to justify
interpreting “eternal destruction” as “annihilation.”
Paul used olethros in this verse [1:9] to mean “the
loss of a life of blessedness after death, future
misery,” (the lake of fire) (Thayer, 1962, p. 443; cf.
Wuest, 1973, p. 41). The wicked face “eternal ruin".
<https://apologeticspress.org/apcontent.aspx?category=11&article=1475

What is the nature of this just punishment that God
will inflict? This is spelled out in verse 9.
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;

Literally the Greek text says, “Who shall pay a
penalty, eternal destruction from the face of the Lord.”
The pronoun “who” is a qualitative pronoun, hoitnes. It
is often used “to emphasize a characteristic or quality,
by which a preceding statement is to be confirmed.
'everlasting destruction' - “Destruction” means ruin,
death. Because a number of evangelicals today reject
the idea of eternal punishment, we need to study this
word more extensively. Some say that “destruction”
means annihilation. This word does not imply
annihilation or temporary retribution. The New
Testament uses this word of the physical death for a
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believer out of fellowship (1 Corinthians 5:5). Because
this person did not repent of living in adultery with
his stepmother, Paul gave him over to Satan “for the
destruction of his flesh [his physical body] that his
spirit may be saved in the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ.”
'Who' - The word “Who” refers back to those who don’t
know God in the previous verse. Paul said that God’s
vengeance on them would be that they “shall be punished
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the
Lord.” These condemned unbelievers will experience
“everlasting destruction” or endless punishment. Here
The word “destruction” means “ruin.” The fact that the
“destruction” is “everlasting*” indicates a continual
punishment - the second death. Their punishment will
neither be temporary nor terminal. It will never
end. The unbelievers will be experiencing nothing
throughout all eternity. This is 'eternal' punishment
in contrast to the 'eternal' life of the saved.
This penalty is “a penalty that which is right,
just.” This word is closely associated with dikaios,
“righteous.”, as is God. So, what is that penalty?
It is “eternal destruction from the face of the Lord.”
“Destruction” here is olethron. The key note in this
word is that of ruin. “The word does not mean
annihilation, but implies the loss of all things that
give worth to existence.
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;
The nature of this ruination is seen in the clause
that follows: 'eternal separation away from the face,
the presence of the Lord'. It is hard for sinful man to
grasp the significance of this because of the effects
of the fall and Man’s alienation from God, but at the
heart is the very reason for Man’s Creation. Man was
created to have fellowship with God and to represent
Him in a very meaningful, purposeful existence on this
Earth. Man was created to glorify and serve God and
enjoy the bliss of a life full of joy, meaning, and
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significance. Through faith in Christ, Man is not only
brought back into a relationship where he can have
fellowship with the living God even here on Earth, but
into a life of significance and purpose. But even this
pales in significance with the glory to follow in the
future Kingdom and eternal state after the coming of
Christ. Though it stretches our minds to grasp it,
Revelation 21-22 gives us something of the glory and
bliss of the eternal future. Thus, to be separated from
this glory is truly a ruination of life. And one more
point here: we should not lose sight of the fact that
it is being in the Lord’s presence that will make
heaven truly heaven.
But since the preposition introduces a longer
phrase, we can know the proper meaning of the
preposition by first understanding the phrase it
introduces.
What does the phrase “the presence of the Lord” mean?
In English, it appears to refer to that which is in
proximity to God, or that which is near God. Therefore,
to be in the presence of the Lord is to be near God.
But the Greek terminology (and the Hebrew on which it
is based) is much more vivid. The phrase Paul uses
could literally be translated as “before the face of
the Lord” (Greek., prosōpou tou kuriou). This was a
specific Hebrew idiom which referred to the honor of
God.
"The phrase “from the presence of the Lord” is key
to understanding Paul’s point. Many articles focus
primarily on the first word of this phrase. It is the
preposition “from” (Gk., apō), and can refer to
location or separation (away from), source or origin
(comes from), instrument or cause (caused by), and time
(from ages past).
But since the preposition introduces a longer
phrase, we can know the proper meaning of the
preposition by first understanding the phrase it
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introduces. At this point it appears more discussion of
the phrase “the presence of the Lord is needed”:
In English, it appears to refer to that which is in
proximity to God, or that which is near God. Therefore,
to be in the presence of the Lord is to be near God.
But the Greek terminology (and the Hebrew on which it
is based) is much more exact. The phrase Paul uses
could literally be translated as “before the face of
the Lord” (Gk., prosōpou tou kuriou). This was a
specific Hebrew idiom which referred to the honor of
God. In biblical times, the greatest cultural value was
honor. People sought to gain and keep honor for
themselves, their family, their country, and their
god(s) while avoiding shame. In honor-shame cultures
such as that of the ancient Mediterranean world, honor
and shame are often symbolized by certain body parts.
The head, face, and right hand were symbols of honor,
while the left hand, feet, and buttocks were symbols of
dishonor. - The Social World of Luke-Acts.
When Paul (or any biblical author) refers to “the
presence of the Lord,” or more literally, “before the
face of the Lord,” they are not referring to God’s
presence, but to God’s honor (cf. Jon 1:3; Acts 3:19)
Further support for this idea is found in the fact that
Paul also writes about the power and glory of God (2
Thess 1:9-12), which are closely connected with honor.
Therefore, when Paul puts the preposition “from” in
front of this phrase, he is not writing about something
that is located with God or comes from God but is
instead referring to God’s care for His own honor."
- Malina, The New Testament World, 37-39; Neyrey, ed.
Paul is writing about the negative consequences that
come “from” neglecting the honor of God.
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;
In other words, the preposition “from” is causal,
but God is not the cause. We humans are the cause of
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the destruction, for we despised the Lord’s honor and
suffered the consequences. It is our responsibility and
calling as the people of God to bring honor and glory
to God through obedience to Him. If we fail in this,
and bring shame upon God instead, we can expect to
suffer for it. Knowing God means more than knowing
about God; it means knowing Him as He is, personally
and reverently acknowledging Him as sovereign Creator,
redeeming Savior, and all-seeing Judge.
As with the parallel concepts in the preceding
verses, this destruction is an event that takes place
in this life which brings to ruin all the plans and
goals of the people and nations upon whom this
destruction comes. In fact, “ruin” is a good
translation of olethron and better carries Paul’s
meaning. It carries the idea of plans coming to ruin,
or of instruments and tools being of no further use. It
does not carry the idea of everlasting torture.
(compare Matthew 25:41; Revelation 14:11). The
Greek word aion, translated as "eternal" in Scripture,
has the idea of "age long" and not everlasting. In
certain contexts it can be shown that Scripture uses
aion to refer to something that is not everlasting. The
suffering is eternal in its effects, not eternal in
time. Therefore, the effect would be that the person
will never experience God's blessings for eternity, not
that the person would suffer eternally. The punishment
does not fit the crime. Sin only occurs in time, not
eternity. Sins committed in time should not be punished
for eternity. Eternal suffering is beyond what justice
demands. It is not proportionate to the offense.
The continuing presence of evil in the Universe
would mar God's perfection. How could there be a new
heavens and new Earth with a place of eternal suffering
still existing? Everlasting punishment is difficult to
reconcile with what the Bible says about the future
Universe. Paul wrote:
Ephesians 1:10 That in the dispensation of the fulness
of times he might gather together in one all things in
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Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on
earth; [even] in him:
"The “things” that are gathered together are gathered
together “in Christ” (note the emphasis—“EVEN IN HIM”).
Unsaved people, demons, devils, and fallen angels are
not “in Christ,” nor will they ever be. “All things” is
a reference to all of God’s dealings, doings, designs,
and dispensations. He has determined that the Lord
Jesus Christ will be the capstone of these plans. When
Eternity begins (Rev. 21–22), the Lamb will be the
center of attraction (Rev. 21:23); those saved from the
Old Testament, the Church Age, the Tribulation, and the
Millennium will gather around Him .............. 'The
dispensation of the fulness of times' lies yet in the
future (Acts 3:21), and Christ’s First Advent was to
begin a series of ages which will terminate in
Revelation 21."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Galatians, Ephesians,
Philippians, Colossians Commentary (My underlining)
'ruined' - When a car is “totally destroyed” in an
accident, it still exists; it just exists in pieces and
parts. It no longer functions. The same is true of
“ruin.” If you prepare a meal, and then accidentally
drop it on the floor, your meal has been ruined. It is
all still there, but it is no longer edible. It cannot
be enjoyed for the purpose to which it was prepared.
So, the term 'ruined' does not require that the
object of ruin or destruction be annihilated or cease
to exist. It also has no implication of ongoing
destruction or ruination and especially no implication
of torture or infliction of pain. When God opens His
mouth and speaks truth to worldly power, the plans of
those who disobey God and rebel against Him are ruined.
The people themselves might continue to live, and
indeed, some of them might even be Christians, but
their plans which are contrary to the ways of God and
the gospel will have no eternal significance and will
even be forgotten in the memories of Mankind. Their
plans come to ruin, come to nothing for eternity,
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experience everlasting failure, and have no eternal
significance or consequences.
John 6:27 Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that
meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man
shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed.

So what is everlasting destruction in the flames of
fire?
In the O.T. God is described as appearing in flames
of fire, and especially His coming to judgment is
described as a coming in fire.
Exodus 3:2 And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him
in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he
looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the
bush [was] not consumed.
The “flaming fire” is the element “in” which the
Lord Jesus is “revealed” not the means by which He
“takes vengeance” on the wicked. It is His awful robe
of glory. The words which follow show why He must
appear showing His majesty is so dreadful:
"taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ"
Vengeance with flaming fire
Paul writes that this repayment will come “in
flaming fire taking vengeance” (2 Thessalonians 1:8).
2Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God,
The concept of vengeance is parallel to the idea of
repayment from 1:6, and so the idea of flaming fire is
parallel to tribulation. And just as the tribulation is
in this world, so also is the flaming fire. Paul is not
referring to torment in the fires of ‘hell’.
The image of fire, as seen nearly everywhere else in
Scripture refers to the devastation and destruction
that comes upon people in this life as a consequence of
disobeying God.
This fire destroys their plans and goals for this
life, leaving only emptiness behind. Vengeance is
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something that God reserves for Himself (Romans 12:19;
Hebrews 10:30), but according to 1 Peter 2:14, God
often carries out this vengeance through governors and
rulers. So once again, this second phrase is about the
temporal consequences.
We must dissociate from “vengeance” all notions of
vindictiveness and passion; it is the inflicting of
full justice on the criminal - nothing more, nothing
less. In this sense it is written, “Vengeance belongeth
unto Me; I will repay, saith the Lord” (Deuteronomy
32:35; Romans 12:19; Hebrews 10:30).
Hebrews 10:30 For we know him that hath said,
Vengeance [belongeth] unto me, I will recompense, saith
the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people.
The wronged are forbidden to avenge themselves,
just because this is God’s prerogative. Now “the Father
hath committed all judgment to the Son”
John 5:22 For the Father judgeth no man, but hath
committed all judgment unto the Son:
OT - Father judges
NT - Son judges
"As the supreme moral authority in the Universe, God has given Jesus Christ the
powerto judge ALL MEN (see Acts 17:31). "

John 5:27 And hath given him authority to execute
judgment also, because he is the Son of man.
The issue is always authority.
Acts 17:31 Because he hath appointed a day, in the
which he will judge the world in righteousness by [that]
man whom he hath ordained; [whereof] he hath given
assurance unto all [men], in that he hath raised him
from the dead.
"This Judge is a sinless Man. The Judge is a Man Who
lived in physical flesh, and His uniqueness lay in His
BLOOD. This is why Paul sets Him apart from all
“nations of men” (vs. 26). “He hath given assurance
unto ALL MEN” (vs. 31) that Jesus Christ will be the
Judge, for the “gods” did not come up after they “died
like men” (Psa. 82:7)."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S. . Acts Commentary
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Paul assures his readers that God will avenge those
who troubled the Thessalonians, giving the persecuted
ones relief. When Jesus returns with His angels, He
will appear as a flaming fire to those who do not
know God and on those who heard the gospel but rejected
it. Their punishment will include eternal ruin (death)
and separation from God. When Jesus returns, those who
havebelieved in Him will share in Jesus' glory and will
marvel at Him. This look into the future was meant to
help the Thessalonians continue to be steadfast under
persecution and trouble. Paul prays that God would
enable his readers to live successfully and worthy of
their calling.
Review: Paul did not deal in as much detail with
eternal punishment as did Jesus in the gospels and John
in Revelation, but what he did write matches with their
fuller descriptions in many points. This is to be
expected because of Paul's strong commitment to Jesus
Christ. In Rom 2:6-10 he wrote about God's anger in
punishing the lost and the anguish they will suffer as
a result. In Rom 9:22-23 he spoke of vessels of wrath
fitted for destruction, a destruction that consists of
the second death brought on as a consequence of God's
wrath. Second Thess. 1:8-9 is a third passage that
reflects his teaching on eternal punishment. There
'eternal destruction' represents a different Greek
expression, one that depicts a ruin that lost people
continue to suffer forever as they are denied
opportunity to be with Christ. Paul's 'failure' to use
a number of other words in expressions that could have
expressed annihilation of the unsaved is further
indication of his harmony with Jesus and John in
teaching an eonian punishment that the unsaved will
consciously experience, ending in their second death.
The “everlasting destruction” (Gk., olethron aiōnon)
does not refer to annihilation or everlasting torture
in ‘hell’. As with the parallel concepts in the
preceding verses, this destruction is an event that
takes place in this life which brings to ruin all the
plans and goals of the people and nations upon whom
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this destruction comes. In fact, “ruin” is a good
translation of olethron* and better carries Paul’s
meaning. It carries the idea of plans coming to ruin,
or of instruments and tools being of no further use.
Itdoes not carry the idea of everlasting torture or a
cessation of existence.
Paul wrote. A better translation would be “pay the
penalty” (Gk., dikēn tisousin). God does not punish
people for their sin, but sin bears its own punishment
with it. And this punishment of sin can come in the
form of a penalty that must be paid or exacted.
In sports, a player can get sidelined, put in the
penalty box, or even ejected from the game if they
break the rules. They are not being “punished,” but are
simply paying the price for their bad behavior in the
game. They made a choice, and the penalty is the
consequence.
Similarly, the “everlasting destruction” (Gk.,
olethron aiōnon) does not refer to annihilation or
everlasting torture in ‘hell’. As with the parallel
concepts in the preceding verses, this destruction is
an event that takes place in this life which brings to
ruin all the plans and goals of the people and nations
upon whom this destruction comes. In fact, “ruin” is a
good translation of olethron and better carries Paul’s
meaning. It carries the idea of plans coming to ruin,
or of instruments and tools being of no further use. It
does not carry the idea of everlasting torture or a
cessation of existence. So, the term does not require
that the object of ruin or destruction be annihilated,
or cease to exist. It also has no implication of
ongoing destruction or ruination, and especially no
implication of torture or infliction of pain.
It is the ruination in this life of the plans and
goals of the people and nations who array themselves
against God and His goals. God has set up this world to
bring honor and glory to Himself. When we pursue God’s
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honor, we will also experience the best possible life
in this world.
If we live contrary to the honor of the Lord,
rejecting His glory and power, then our lives will not
bring forth joy, satisfaction, and fulfillment, but
only emptiness and failure.
So, what is everlasting destruction in the flames
of fire?
It is the ruination in this life of the plans and
goals of the people and nations who array themselves
against God and His goals. God has set up this world to
bring honor and glory to Himself. When we pursue God’s
honor, we will also experience the best possible life
in this world. But if we live contrary to the honor of
the Lord, rejecting His glory and power, then our lives
will not bring forth joy, satisfaction, and fulfillment,
but only emptiness and failure.
It can come temporally in the lives of people, as
it did with many of the people in Jerusalem and the
Roman Empire after the days of Paul. It can occur in
human history, as the lives and work of people, nations,
and rulers fade from memory and have no lasting impact
on others.
These flames of fire and eternal destruction can
come in many forms. In the case of 2 Thessalonians 1:9,
the word “destruction” or “ruin” (Gk., aiōnon), which
is mistranslated with the adjective “eternal”, so some
believe that this is ongoing destruction. Eternal
destruction”means that something has come to ruin, and
it cannot be salvaged, restored, fixed, or repaired. In
regards to the people about whom Paul is writing, their
plans and goals will be ruined and come to nothing.
The word olethros in the LXX is most often used in
reference to foreign nations who seek to destroy and
subjugate Israel. God tells them that because they have
made plans against Israel, it is actually their plans
that will come to nothing, and in fact, they themselves
will be destroyed (cf. 1 Kings 13:33-34; 15:28-29; Prov
1:26-27; 21:7; Jer 25:31; 48:3, 8, 32; 51:55; Ezek 6:14;
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14:16; Hos 9:6). This is also similar to what Paul
writes later about the man of lawlessness (2
Thessalonians 2:8), and which is discussed in numerous
other biblical texts (cf. Psa 18:8, 15; Isa 30:27-33;
Jer 7:31-33), some even by Paul himself (cf. 1 Cor 5:5;
1 Thessalonians 5:3; 1 Tim 6:9).
So, when God opens His mouth and speaks truth to
worldly power, the plans of those who disobey God and
rebel against Him are ruined. The people themselves
might continue to live, and indeed, some of them might
even be Christians, but their plans which are contrary
to the ways of God and the gospel will have no eternal
significance and will even be forgotten in the memories
of mankind. Their plans come to ruin, come to nothing
for eternity, experience everlasting failure, and have
no eternal significance or consequences.
John 6:27 Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but
for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life,
which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath
God the Father sealed.
And it is, but not in the sense that the activity of
destruction itself continues.
It can come temporally in the lives of people, as
it did with many of the people in Jerusalem and the
Roman Empire after the days of Paul. It can occur in
human history, as the lives and work of people, nations,
and rulers fade from memory and have no lasting impact
on others.

So “eternal destruction” means that something has
come to ruin, and it cannot be salvaged, restored, or
repaired, the lake of fire being the end, only if one
is not redeemed (saved).
In regards to the people about whom Paul is writing,
their one
plans
is and
not goals
redde will be ruined and come to
nothing.
This is also similar to what Paul writes later
9.
ateultimate
about the
man of lawlessness (2 Thessalonians 2:8), and
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which is discussed in numerous other biblical texts (cf.
Psa 18:8, 15; Isa 30:27-33; Jer 7:31-33), some even by
Paul himself (cf. 1 Cor 5:5; 1 Thessalonians 5:3; 1 Tim
6:9).
So when God opens His mouth and speaks truth to
worldly power, the plans of those who disobey God and
rebel against Him are ruined. The people themselves
might continue to live, and indeed, some of them might
even be Christians, but their plans which are contrary
to the ways of God and the gospel will have no eternal
significance and will even be forgotten in the memories
of mankind. Their plans come to ruin, come to nothing
for eternity, experience everlasting failure, and have
no eternal significance or consequences (cf. John 6:27).
But one thing that is not in view with Paul’s words
here is the everlasting torture of people by flames of
fire in a place called hell.
This affliction is not everlasting torture, but is
the sad reality of seeing their life’s work and actions
come to nothing for eternity, have no lasting
significance on world history or events, and fade away
from memory among people.
For those of us who want to be remembered and to
make an impact on this world, this is a dire warning
indeed. So even the strongest potential passage in the
Bible which is often used to support the idea of
everlasting punishment in the fiery flames of hell
turns out to be teaching nothing of the sort.
Contextual and cultural insights about the text
reveal that Paul is saying the same thing that every
other passage of Scripture says about fiery judgment
coming upon people. Such texts are not referring to
everlasting torture in hell, but to a temporal judgment
in this life.
The affliction is described as “punishment” or
“vengeance” and then as “paying a penalty.” The penalty
is then described as “eternal ruin from the presence of
the Lord …”
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2Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ:

◄ 1557. ekdikésis ►
Strong's Concordance
ekdikésis: vengeance, vindication
Original Word: ἐκδίκησις, εως, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: ekdikésis
Phonetic Spelling: (ek-dik'-ay-sis)
Definition: vengeance, vindication
Usage: (a) a defense, avenging, vindication, vengeance, (b) full (complete) punishment.
HELPS Word-studies
1557 ekdíkēsis (a feminine noun derived from 1537 /ek, "out from and to" and 1349 /díkē,
"justice, judge") – properly, judgment which fully executes the core-values (standards) of the
particular judge, i.e. extending from the inner-person of the judge to its out-come (outcome).

The punishment in verse 8 is ekdikesis, “vengeance,
punishment, vindication.” This word suggests full and
complete punishment. Hogg and Vine describe it as:
“‘that which precedes out of justice;’ not, as is often
the case with human vengeance, out of a felling of
indignation, or a sense of injury. There is thus no
element of vindictiveness, of ‘taking revenge,’ or of
self-gratification, in the judgments of God; they are
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both holy and right, Rev. 16:7. “Taking vengeance” does
not here imply taking revenge but rather exacting
justice. God has been long-suffering, but “our God is a
consuming fire” and “it [will be] a fearful thing to
fall into the hands of the living God” (Hebrews 12:29;
10:31).
To review, we must not, therefore confuse this word
with Man’s idea of revenge. This is a punishment or
vindication that stems totally from the righteousness
of God to satisfy God’s holy law and holy character.
But what is the nature of this just punishment that God
will inflict? This is spelled out in 2Thessalonians 1:9.
Literally the Greek text says, “Who shall pay a penalty,
eternal destruction from the face of the Lord.” The
pronoun “who” is a qualitative pronoun, hostis. It is
often used “to emphasize a characteristic or quality,
by which a preceding statement is to be confirmed.”
“Penalty” is “a penalty that which is right, just.”
This word is closely associated with dikaios,
“righteous.” So, what is that penalty? It is “eternal
destruction from the face of the Lord.” “Destruction”
is olethros. The key note in this word is that of ruin.
“The word does not mean annihilation, but implies the
loss of all things that give worth to existence.
'In flaming fire' - The manifestation of the Son of Man
employs this same apocalyptic imagery
Revelation 1:13 And in the midst of the seven
candlesticks [one] like unto the Son of man, clothed
with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the
paps with a golden girdle.
Revelation 1:14 His head and [his] hairs [were] white
like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes [were] as a
flame of fire;
He will also return in flaming fire. This adds to
the note of holy judgment and justice to be rendered.
The flaming fire may refer to the Shekinah glory
associated with the manifestations of God (see Ex.
40:34-38; Ezek. 43:4f; Isa. 6:1; Rev. 15:8), or to fire
as an instrument of judgment (cf. Num. 16:35; Lev. 10:2;
Ps. 50:3; 97:3) or perhaps both.
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Paul employs “know” (2Thessalonians 1:8) in a sense
similar to the Hebrew cognate. In this context, it
signifies being intimately acquainted with and standing
in close relation to God. Thus, it means more than just
knowing someone. Fire is a symbol of judgment. God is a
consuming fire (Hebrews 12:29).
Paul used the language of:
Isaiah 66:15 For, behold, the LORD will come with fire,
and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his
anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire.
There are numerous references to fires in the
tribulation period (e.g., Revelation 8:5-10; 18:8).
Finally, climaxing the day of the Lord, the earth
itself will be “burned up” (II Peter 3:10).
The phrase Paul uses in verse 1:9, “flaming fire”
comes from verses like:
Lamentations 2:3 He hath cut off in [his] fierce anger
all the horn of Israel: he hath drawn back his right
hand from before the enemy, and he burned against Jacob
like a flaming fire, [which] devoureth round about.
Psalms 105:32 He gave them hail for rain, [and]
flaming fire in their land.
So "everlasting destruction” (Gk., olethron aiōnon)
does not refer to annihilation or everlasting torture
in hell. Everlasting destruction” is not annihilation.
It is a conscious, continuous expulsion from the
presence of God, that is, from the place of blessing
(Isa. 2:11, 17; Rev. 9:6). Literally these words mean
“to give full punishment”. “These will pay the penalty
of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the
Lord and from the glory of His power.” Those who argue
that the wicked will suffer for a while and then be
annihilated point to the word “destruction.” But the
word does not mean that the wicked will cease to exist.
If that were the punishment, the penalty of being away
from the presence of the Lord and the glory of His
power would be nullified, since they would not be
conscious of it. It refers to total ruin.
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“Destruction” means ruin, death. Because a number
of evangelicals today reject the idea of eternal
punishment, we need to study this word more extensively.
Some say that “destruction” means annihilation. This
word does not imply annihilation or temporary
retribution. The New Testament uses this word of the
physical death for a believer out of fellowship (1
Corinthians 5:5). Because this person did not repent of
living in adultery with his stepmother, Paul gave him
over to Satan “for the destruction of his flesh [his
physical body] that his spirit may be saved in the day
of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
In 1 Timothy 6:9, Paul shows the consequences of
indulging the flesh. There will be irrevocable physical
ruin. Indulging the flesh ruins people.
Paul uses “destruction” in our verse and 1
Thessalonians 5:3 to describe the effect of God’s
judgments in the Day of the Lord (the Tribulation) and
the Second Coming of Christ. The nature of “destruction”
in this verse is that it is “everlasting" (actually
age-long* (eonian)).
*as is proven in this document
In a few passages (Romans: 16:25; 2 Timothy 1:9; Titus 1:2)
“everlasting” means duration undefined but not necessarily
endless, but age-long* (eonian)). However, we can see the
dominant meaning of “everlasting” in 63 other passages,
such as 2 Corinthians 4:18 where it is set in contrast
to phrases such as “for a season.”
“For our light affliction, which is but for a moment,
is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory, while we do not look at the things
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen.
For the things which are seen are temporary, but the
things which are not seen are eternal” (2 Corinthians
4:17-18).
The New Testament uses “everlasting” for persons
and things which are in themselves endless: of God
(Romans 16:26), God’s power (1 Timothy 6:16), God’s
glory (1 Peter 5:10), the Holy Spirit (Hebrews 9:14),
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the redemption effected by Christ (Hebrews 9:12),
salvation (Hebrew 5:9), Christ’s future rule (2 Peter
1:9) which the Bible declares to be without end, the
life received when we believe in Christ (John 3:16)
(“they shall never perish”), and the resurrection body
(2 Corinthians 5:1) (elsewhere said to be “immortal” in
1 Corinthians 15:53).
The use of “everlasting” here shows that God’s
judgment is final with no appeal (Hebrews 6:2) and is
“unquenchable” (Mark 9:43). This is retributive justice,
ending in death followed by being cast into the lake of
fire (eternal punishment). God’s eternal power and
Divine nature are both everlasting (aidios) (Romans
1:20, below) and eonian (Romans 16:26).

Note: As we will discuss, the proper Greek word for
‘eternal’, aidios is found in only two places in the
Bible: Romans 1:20 and Jude 7.
“Everlasting destruction” ultimately means that those
without Christ will eternally lose everything that
gives worth to our existence.
https://versebyversecommentary.com/1999/09/22/2thessalonians-19/comment-page-1/ https://redeeminggod.com/2thessalonians_1_8-9/
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Before summing up our conclusions, we must examine
other passages which tell of God's judgments upon
mankind when the Lord comes to Earth.
Zech. 14 tells of the coming of the Day of Jehovah.
All nations are gathered against Jerusalem to battle.
But Jehovah will plague all these armies and smite them
so that their flesh consumes away while they stand on
their feet, even their eyes and their tongues consume
away. To complete their destruction they turn upon each
other. Such a tremendous discomfiture might aptly be
termed an olethros; a wasting away and a slaughter
which ends in death. This Greek word is often equated
in dictionaries with the Latin word pernicies, which is
given the meanings of disaster, ruin, calamity; death
through poison or hunger, but without a weapon. Our
word pernicious means hurtful, injurious, destructive,
but not necessarily deadly. The Greek words nekros
(dead) and nekus (corpse) are related to the root, and
so is our word noxious.
Daniel 12:2 reveals to us another aspect of the end
time. According to the crude and cruel rendering of
reformation times, many of them that sleep in the dust
of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and
some to shame and everlasting contempt. The last few
words should read, "these to life eonian, and these to
reproaches and abhorrence eonian."
Daniel 12:2 And many of them that sleep in the dust of
the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and
some to shame [and] everlasting contempt.

Lexicon
cherpah: a reproach
Original Word: חְרפּה
Part of Speech: Noun Feminine
Transliteration: cherpah
Phonetic Spelling: (kher-paw')
Short Definition: reproach
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There are two resurrections. In the general sense the Bible
teaches two resurrections. There are two resurrections in the
Tribulation and the two as they occur in the Bible in the whole scope
of the Bible must be distinguished - because there is a difference.
In the Tribulation there's going to be two reapings. Some will be
reaped to everlasting life, some to shame and everlasting contempt.

The Two Resurrections

In Daniel 12:2 the word for reproaches has the
same root asthe word rendered "winter" in Gen. 8:22.
Genesis 8:22 While the earth remaineth, seedtime and
harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and
day and night shall not cease.
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Lexicon #2779
choreph: harvest time, autumn
Original Word: ֫ ֹ ֶחרף
Part of Speech: Noun Masculine
Transliteration: choreph Phonetic
Spelling: (kho'-ref)
Short Definition: winter

gm) prfh ( ההורפHhWRP) - Winter: The time of the piercing cold. KJV (7): winter, youth, cold
- Strongs: H2779 ()ח ֹ ֶרף
The reproaches therefore seem to consist of cold treatment,
cold shouldering we would say. Some of these Israelites may
undergo chastening by being expelled to an outer darkness where
there is real cold. Such a fatewould be a true olethros or
discomfiture, and quite in line with the kolasis of Matt. 25:46,
Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.

"And these shall be coming away into chastening
eonian."

From the form of the word, kolasis signifies a process.It
also would seem to be a real olethros. It is a curbing, a
restraint, a restriction, and a severe chastening, a
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chastening, just the kind of "fire eonian" made readyfor Satan.

Today is it not God's true saints who often suffer
much mental distress and even agony, through being too
conscientious, or because they are cold shouldered
(G2779, Genesis 8:22) by the world? Life in this world
for a really conscientious believer is a most
difficult trial. Why should not a righteous God send
into eonian darkness and cold those of the Gentiles
who neglect and abandonthe Lord's own Race in the day
of their direst peril?
In, one sense we might say this was an "extermination,"
because these "cursed" ones would be "driven out of the
boundaries" into the outer darkness. The time seems to
synchronize with Matt. 13:42.
Matthew 13:42 And shall cast them into a furnace of
fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.
As for “gnashing of teeth,” most might think that
this is a reference to the experience of pain, but in
the Bible “gnashing of teeth” describes the wrath of an
adversary about to kill his victim. In other words, the
teeth belong to the tormentor, not the tormented.
Job 16:9 He teareth [me] in his wrath, who hateth me:
he gnasheth upon me with his teeth; mine enemy
sharpeneth his eyes upon me.
Psalms 35:16 With hypocritical mockers in feasts, they
gnashed upon me with their teeth.
Psalms 37:12 The wicked plotteth against the just, and
gnasheth upon him with his teeth.
Acts 7:54 When they heard these things, they were cut
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to the heart, and they gnashed on him with [their]
teeth.
Just where there will be the prophesied lamentation
and gnashing of teeth.
Lamentations 2:16 All thine enemies have opened their
mouth against thee: they hiss and gnash the teeth: they
say, We have swallowed [her] up: certainly this [is]
the day that we looked for; we have found, we have seen
[it].
See also verse 50, and Mat. 8:12, Luke 13:28.
To sum up what we gather to be the meaning of the
word olethros, we should describe it first as some kind
of cutting off. It may be by death of some kind, or it
may be a cutting off or banishment from the face of the
Lord and from His glory, as in 2 Thess. 1:9. If we
allow what Matthew says to explain what Paul says in 2.
ss. 1:9,
Matthew 8:12 But the children of the kingdom shall be
cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;

See our discussion, which shows ‘aionion’ being translated as ‘eternal’
is always a mistranslation in non-Deity contexts (like those above).

This verse implies banishment, into some kind of
living death, for a period. It consists also of a
debacle, a decline, a discomfiture, often sudden, and
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always something serious, but not in every case
entailing death* ( the second death).
Studies in the origins of certain words are usually
very dry, but in this case there is no other way to
attempt to reach the true force of the word we are
studying. Meanwhile, we suggest that the word be
understood as a disaster, always serious, but never of
a permanent nature.
* Liddell & Scott (Greek Lexicon) say the word olethron means "ruin, destruction, death," and
give quotations from Homer shewing that with him the word always meant death, usually as
something gloomy, bitter, or miserable, or utter death, the kind an unconfessed sinner
experiences.

The Greek word ὄλεθρος, olethros occurs four times
in the New Testament. It refers to the destruction of a
person's physical body (1 Cor. 5:5), unspecified
destruction (1 Thess. 5:3), eternal destruction (2
Thess. 1:9), and ruin or spiritual death (1 Tim. 6:9).
Of the verses mentioned, only 2 Thess. 1:9 and 1
Timothy 6:9 could possibly relate to the nonexistence
of people. But, the context does not determine whether
the destruction is annihilation or continued existence
in the final judgment. Therefore, none of the verses
that contain the Greek word olethros can be used to
prove annihilationism is true.
•
•
•
•

Greek word: ὄλεθρος, olethros
Meaning: destroy, kill, ruin
Strong's #: G3639
Frequency: 4 occurrences in 4 verses.

Summary of the meaning of the Greek word olethros,
destroy, in all verses where it occurs in the New
Testament:
1. Physical death, 1 occurrence
1. 1 Cor. 5:5, destruction of a person's flash
2. Spiritual death*, 1 occurrence
* The phrase does not occur in Scripture.
1. 1 Tim. 6:9, men are plunged into ruin and destruction
3. Unspecified, 2 occurrences
1. 1 Thess. 5:3, destruction will come upon them
2. 2 Thess. 1:9, these will pay the penalty of eternal destruction
TABLE OF ALL NEW TESTAMENT USEAGES OF OLETHROS, ὄλεθρος
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Address
Verse
Meaning
1 Cor. "I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his
Physical
5:5
flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus."
Death
"While they are saying, “Peace and safety!” then destruction will come
1 Thess.
upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they Unspecified
5:3
will not escape"
2 Thess. "These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the
Unspecified
1:9
presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power"
1 Tim. "But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many Spiritual
6:9
foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction." death*
* The phrase does not occur in Scripture.
<https://carm.org/word-study-destroy-olethros>

The typical destructive power emanating from the
glorious presence of God in righteous judgment is none
other than fire (Divine fire). For example, in the
judgment of Aaron’s sons, when “fire came out from the
Lord and consumed** them” (Lev 10:2). Or in Korah’s
rebellion, when “fire came out from the Lord and
consumed the 250 men offering the incense” (Num 16:35).
**Vine's Greek New Testament Dictionary - 'consume' - Does not mean
destroy in the sense of annihilate:
Result 1- Consume
1. analisko
2. katanalisko
3. aphanizo
1. Consume analisko "to use up, spend up, especially in a bad sense, to destroy," is said of the
destruction of persons,
(a) literally, Luke 9:54 and the RV marg. of 2 Thess 2:8 (text, "shall slay");
(b) metaphorically, Gal 5:15 "(that) ye be not consumed (one of another)."
See also : analisko
2. Consume katanalisko "to consume utterly, wholly" (kata, intensive), is said, in Heb 12:29, of God as
"a consuming fire."
3. Consume aphanizo lit., "to cause to disappear, put out of sight," came to mean "to do away
with" (a, negative, phaino, "to cause to appear"), said of the destructive work of moth and rust,
Matt 6:19,20 (RV, "consume," AV, "corrupt"). See CORRUPT, DISFIGURE, PERISH, VANISH.
Note: Dapanao, "to expend, be at an expense," is translated "consume" in the AV of James 4:3 (RV,
"spend"). See SPEND.
See also : aphanizo:
1. Kill apokteino "to kill," is used
(a) physically, e.g., Matt 10:28; Matt 14:5, "put ... to death," similarly rendered in John 18:31; often of
Christ's death; in Rev 2:13, RV, "was killed" (AV, "was slain"); Rev 9:15, RV, "kill" (AV, "slay"); Rev 11:13,
RV, "were killed" (AV, "were slain"); so in Rev 19:21;
(b) metaphorically, Rom 7:11, of the power of sin, which is personified, as "finding occasion, through the
commandment," and inflicting deception and spiritual death, i.e., separation from God, realized through
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the presentation of the commandment to conscience, breaking in upon the fancied state of freedom; the
argument shows the power of the Law, not to deliver from sin, but to enhance its sinfulness; in 2 Cor 3:6,
"the letter killeth," signifies not the literal meaning of Scripture as contrasted with the spiritual, but the
power of the Law to bring home the knowledge of guilt and its punishment; in Eph 2:16 "having slain the
enmity" describes the work of Christ through His death in annulling the enmity, "the Law" (Eph 2:15),
between Jew and Gentile, reconciling regenerate Jew and Gentile to God in spiritual unity "in one body."
See apokteino under DEATH, SLAY.
Consume aphanizo lit., "to cause to disappear, put out of sight," came to mean "to do away with"
(a, negative, phaino, "to cause to appear"), said of the destructive work of moth and rust, Matt 6:19,20
(RV, "consume," AV, "corrupt"). See CORRUPT, DISFIGURE, PERISH, VANISH.
Note: Dapanao, "to expend, be at an expense," is translated "consume" in the AV of James 4:3 (RV,
"spend"). See SPEND.
See also : aphanizo 1. Kill apokteino "to kill," is used
(a) physically, e.g., Matt 10:28; Matt 14:5, "put ... to death," similarly rendered in John 18:31; often of
Christ's death; in Rev 2:13, RV, "was killed" (AV, "was slain"); Rev 9:15, RV, "kill" (AV, "slay"); Rev 11:13,
RV, "were killed" (AV, "were slain"); so in Rev 19:21;
(b) metaphorically, Rom 7:11, of the power of sin, which is personified, as "finding occasion, through the
commandment," and inflicting deception and spiritual death, i.e., separation from God, realized through
the presentation of the commandment to conscience, breaking in upon the fancied state of freedom; the
argument shows the power of the Law, not to deliver from sin, but to enhance its sinfulness; in 2 Cor 3:6,
"the letter killeth," signifies not the literal meaning of Scripture as contrasted with the spiritual, but the
power of the Law to bring home the knowledge of guilt and its punishment; in Eph 2:16 "having slain the
enmity" describes the work of Christ through His death in annulling the enmity, "the Law" (Eph 2:15),
between Jew and Gentile, reconciling regenerate Jew and Gentile to God in spiritual unity "in one body."
See apokteino under DEATH, SLAY.

2Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ:
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;
2Thessalonians 1:10 When he shall come to be glorified
in his saints, and to be admired in all them that
believe (because our testimony among you was believed)
in that day.
Consider 2 Thessalonians 2:8-10 As we’ve seen, the descriptions of the return of
Jesus in 2 Thessalonians 1 & 2 make use of Old
Testament motifs describing the manifestation of God in
glory and power. Our interpretation of 1 Thessalonians
1:9 should therefore be informed by this context. More
Essential Context: Sources in Isaiah 2 and 66.
/
Absolutely critical for gaining the right context
for 2 Thessalonians 1:9, and entirely consistent with
the above, is the appreciation of two allusions to the
book of Isaiah.
359

Firstly, the juxtaposition “in flaming fire,
inflicting vengeance” from the previous verse is found
elsewhere only in
Isaiah 66:15 For, behold, the LORD will come with fire,
and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his
anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire.
in the midst of the great final battle scene which
Jesus reveals in
Mark 6:48 And he saw them toiling in rowing; for the
wind was contrary unto them: and about the fourth watch
of the night he cometh unto them, walking upon the sea,
and would have passed by them.
as occurring at Gehenna:
Isaiah 66:15 For, behold, the LORD will come with fire,
and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his
anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire.
Isaiah 66:16 For by fire and by his sword will the
LORD plead with all flesh: and the slain of the LORD
shall be many.
Isaiah 66:24 And they shall go forth, and look upon
the carcases of the men that have transgressed against
me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their
fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto
all flesh.
Secondly, the phrase "the glory of His power” is
very similar to "the glory of his majesty" found in
Isaiah 2:10 Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the
dust, for fear of the LORD, and for the glory of his
majesty
where idolaters are fleeing to hide in caves and holes
among the rocks on the Day of the Lord. Paul knows the
context—and obviously there is no escaping God’s wrath—
so resolves the idea of fleeing and hiding into the
inevitable “destruction” to follow.
Before turning to Isaiah to see what is going on
there, let’s look at another New Testament echo of the
same scene. In
Revelation 6:15 And the kings of the earth, and the
great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains,
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and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free
man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the
mountains;
Revelation 6:16 And said to the mountains and rocks,
Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that
sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb
the people of the earth are likewise hiding in caves
among the rocks of mountains, wishing for those rocks
to fall on them and The “face” of God here refers
idiomatically to the manifest presence of God, as in
such usages as
Psalms 68:1 <<To the chief Musician, A Psalm [or] Song
of David.>> Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered:
let them also that hate him flee before him.
Psalms 68:2 As smoke is driven away, [so] drive [them]
away: as wax melteth before the fire, [so] let the
wicked perish at the presence of God.
and
Nahum 1:5 The mountains quake at him, and the hills
melt, and the earth is burned at his presence, yea, the
world, and all that dwell therein.
Nahum 1:6 Who can stand before his indignation? and
who can abide in the fierceness of his anger? his fury
is poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down
by him.
Nahum 1:7 The LORD [is] good, a strong hold in the day
of trouble; and he knoweth them that trust in him.
Nahum 1:8 But with an overrunning flood he will make
an utter end of the place thereof, and darkness shall
pursue his enemies.
After this, a scene of salvation, where God
shelters the redeemed “with his presence”
Acts 3:19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that
your sins may be blotted out, when the times of
refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;
may also draw upon the positive vision of Isaiah 4,
since it refers to the time of restoration given in the
prophetic writings and since the idiom “from the
presence of the Lord” — a phrase also found in 2 Thess
1:9.
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Let’s now look at the fleeing from God’s presence
as found in Isaiah 2, to which our text of 2
Thessalonians 1:9 directly alludes, noticing some
things from the fuller context of Isaiah 1-5 Isaiah 1:28 And the destruction of the transgressors
and of the sinners [shall be] together, and they that
forsake the LORD shall be consumed.
“But rebels and sinners shall be broken together, and
those who forsake the LORD shall be consumed. So man is
humbled, and each one is brought low — do not forgive
them!
Isaiah 2:10 Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the
dust, for fear of the LORD, and for the glory of his
majesty.
Looking at this Scriptural evidence gives no
reason at all to think that there is some special kind
of perpetual destroying process in view, that wouldn’t
actually result in something said to have been
destroyed.
Matthew 25:31-46 and Just What Eternal Fire Is
In the above reading of 2 Thessalonians 1:9. we've
shown that it should not be taken to suggest a sequence
where the ungodly will instantly be destroyed at the
return of Jesus, like the man of lawlessness, without
being given so much as a fair trial, so to speak. The
Bible contains a number of depictions of what will
happen on judgment day, and they all will finally
harmonize. There is certainly room for a deliberative
judgment scene, such as that presented in Matthew
25:31-46.
In fact, when we compare the two passages, we see
that they correspond. The Matthew passage begins with
Jesus returning “in his glory, and all the angels with
him,”
Matthew 25:31 When the Son of man shall come in his
glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he
sit upon the throne of his glory:
which is just what occurs in 2 Thessalonians 1, and
ends with an unspecified “eternal punishment,” the
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nature of which is apparently specified by Paul as the
punishment of everlasting destruction.
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;
Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:
There is no direct parallel in Daniel for the
statement (Matthew 25:41). However, there is an
indirect parallel. In the vision, in conjunction with
the fiery throne-chariot of the Ancient of Days
Daniel 7:9 I beheld till the thrones were cast down,
and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment [was]
white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure
wool: his throne [was like] the fiery flame, [and] his
wheels [as] burning fire.
Revelation 4:5 And out of the throne proceeded
lightnings and thunderings and voices: and [there were]
seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which
are the seven Spirits of God.
This fire may be considered a special preparation
of Divine fire, emanating from the glorious throne and
Divine presence. If associated with what Jesus says
about the preparation of eternal fire and its purpose,
there may even be a connection to
Isaiah 30:33 For Tophet [is] ordained of old; yea, for
the king it is prepared; he hath made [it] deep [and]
large: the pile thereof [is] fire and much wood; the
breath of the LORD, like a stream of brimstone, doth
kindle it.
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Isaiah 30:33’s “is prepared” (the key term being the
same as in Matt 25:41).
Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:
Here (Isaiah 30:33) the preparation is a stream of
fire from the Lord; there it’s kindled as if by a
stream of sulfur from the Lord’s mouth
Daniel 7:10 A fiery stream issued and came forth from
before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and
ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the
judgment was set, and the books were opened.
In Daniel’s vision, a beast “was killed, and its
body destroyed and given over to the burning flame”
Daniel 7:11 I beheld then because of the voice of the
great words which the horn spake: I beheld [even] till
the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given
to the burning flame.*
Note: The beast is slain before being thrown into the fire.

This differs from John’s vision about the end, where
the beast and false prophet are 'thrown alive into the
lake of fire that burns with sulfur' while the rest
were slain by the sword that came from the mouth of the
one understood to be Jesus.
Revelation 19:20 And the beast was taken, and with him
the false prophet that wrought miracles before him,
with which he deceived them that had received the mark
of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These
both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with
brimstone.
Revelation 19:21 And the remnant were slain with the
sword of him that sat upon the horse, which [sword]
proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were
filled with their flesh.
As the vision continues to unfold, we see the white
throne judgment (whiteness indicating glory),
Matthew 17:2 And was transfigured before them: and his
face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as
the light.
in which books are opened, reminiscent of Daniel 7:10,
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and the ungodly thrown into the lake of fire (Rev
20:11-15).
What Jesus calls “eonian fire” (age-long) in
Matthew 25:41 and elsewhere, then, may turn out to be
more versatile than we think. Outside of the gospels,
this term only appears in Jude 7, which links it to
the fire that destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.
Jude 1:7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities
about them in like manner, giving themselves over to
fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set
forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of
eternal fire.
"The difficulty is not removed by reference to Jude
7. For, in the first place, the expression, “suffering
the vengeance of eternal fire,” does not establish the
point of endless suffering, – “eternal” (eonian) fire
and endless fire being two things, quite distinct from
each other. The original word means simply indefinite
time. In the second place, it is said, they are “set
forth as an EXAMPLE, suffering the vengeance,”. Now the
very argument is based on the fact, that the history of
the overthrow of Sodom does not furnish an example of
endless torment, since not one word is said on the
subject by Moses, from beginning to end of his account!
Where, then, is the example? Admitting the common
interpretation of Jude to be correct, it is involved in
inextricable difficulty; for, first. It states a
falsehood, since the Sodomites were not set forth as an
example of endless punishment in the invisible world,
as no record of it is given by Moses, or the prophets,
or any sacred writer. 2nd. How is it that all mention
of the matter should have been omitted until the time
of Jude, and then be introduced, as it clearly is,
incidentally, in the way of illustration? If there is
any restraining power in the example, why was it
concealed from the world more than two thousand years?
Why was not the awful fate which awaited them revealed
to the victims in the first place? It might have saved
them. Why did not the sacred historian give account of
it, that the millions who lived and perished between
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the event and the time of Jude, might have had the
benefit of the example? If he was inspired, did he not
know it? and if so, why was he silent? But, as an
example of Divine judgment on the wicked here, in this
world, visible to all future generations of men, the
destruction of Sodom was worthy of special note, and
exactly to the point of Jude’s argument. And it is
under this light that it is seen by some of the bestinformed orthodox commentators.
Benson, in his note on the place, says: “By their
suffering the punishment of eternal fire, St. Jude did
not mean that those wicked persons were then, and would
be always, burning in hell-fire. For he intimates that
what they suffered was set forth to public view, and
appeared to all as an example, or specimen, of God’s
displeasure against vice. That fire which consumed
Sodom, might be called ‘eternal’, as it burned till it
had utterly consumed them, if it’s thought of as being
beyond the possibility oftheir ever being inhabited, or
rebuilt.”
Whitby’s remarks are similar: “They are said to suffer
the vengeance of eternal fire, not because their souls
are at present punished in hell-fire, but because they,
and their cities, perished by that fire from heaven,
which brought a perpetual and irreparable destruction
on them… Nor is there anything more common and familiar
in Scripture, than to represent a thorough and
irreparable visitation, whose effects and signs should
be still remaining, by the word aionios, which we here
render eternal.” Gilpin says: “The apostle cannot well
mean future punishments, because he mentions it as
something that was to be a visible example to all.”
And others to the same effect: – see Paige’s Selections
on the place.
Thus, we might follow out the inquiry in regard to
every case of exceeding wickedness, or of great crimes;
and we should find a specific statement, in every case,
of the judgments inflicted on earth, up to the article
of death, but the same marvelous silence in regard to
the additional judgment of endless torment after death.
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We have accounts of the Builders of Babel, Joseph’s
Brethren, the Destruction of Pharaoh and his Host,
Lot’s Wife, but not a word in any of these of any
judgment kindred to endless woe – not a word of any
judgment after death. If these sinners were given over,
after suffering the punishments recorded in the Bible,
to infinitely greater punishments to be perpetuated
without end, then the most studied concealment has been
purposely maintained in regard to the subject by the
Scripture writers, or else they were as utterly
ignorant of the whole matter as we are.
But no conceivable reason can be imagined for
concealing this tremendous fact, if it were a fact, but
every reason for revealing and affirming it to all the
world. If they had known or believed anything of the
sort, they could not have been silent. The only
possible inference is, that the people before the Law
certainly knew nothing about the doctrine of endless
torments after death. If true, it had not been revealed
in the long period of two thousand five hundred years,
from the Creation to the giving of the Law on Mount
Sinai It is impossible to believe that, if true, God
would have kept His children in the dark all this while;
that no hint of it, no allusion to it, should have
found place in His revelation to the Patriarchs; that
He should never have threatened anything bordering upon
it, in such cases of extreme wickedness as that of Cain,
the Sodomites, and the corrupt inhabitants of the old
world.
The just and inevitable conclusion then, is, that
for twenty-five centuries, God had no design or thought
of inflicting so dreadful an evil as endless punishment
on His children. And, therefore, if we find it revealed
in any subsequent portion of the Bible, it will be
evident that it is a purpose which He has formed since
the Patriarchal period; that it was not a part of His
original plan of the world, but something which He has
incorporated into it since."
The way in which this “sulfur and fire from the Lord
rained down from above is indicative of how dynamic it
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can be (Gen 19:24).
Genesis 19:24 Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon
Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven;
Fire from heaven—the consuming fire of God may be considered eternal at its source,
without this meaning that any manifestation or emanation of it must continue to burn forever.
Nor does justice demand that it should burn people alive forever in 2 Thessalonians 1:5-10. In
verse 9, the active participation of unbelievers in the verb means that they will “pay the penalty
on that day.

"The just and inevitable conclusion then, is, that
for twenty-five centuries, God had no design or thought
of inflicting so dreadful an evil as endless punishment
on His children. And, therefore, if we find it revealed
in any subsequent portion of the Bible, it will be
evident that it is a purpose which He has formed since
the Patriarchal period; that it was not a part of His
original plan of the world, but something which He has
incorporated into it since. The next step, therefore,
in this inquiry, is to make examination of
the Law records, in order to ascertain if we have any
revelation of the doctrine there.
The period under the law.
"It is now quite extensively known and allowed, by believers in the doctrine
of endless punishment, that it is not revealed nor recognized by the Law of
Moses. The facts in this regard are so palpable and conclusive to every
diligent student of the Bible, that it would be difficult to deny that the Mosaic
dispensation is altogether a dispensation of earthly rewards and
punishments; that its retributions follow promptly on the steps of
transgression. Both the records of the Law, and the history of the Jewish
people through a period of fifteen hundred years, show this with a
distinctness and fullness beyond all question."
Does Deuteronomy 25:1-3 teach that there is a limit to
the punishment for the unsaved?
In the Torah (the five books of Moses), there was
no basis for unending physical torture for a
“controversy between men” - none. These verses do not
deal with the punishment for sin.
GOD WILL DESTROY THE UNSAVED AT JUDGMENT DAY.
Deuteronomy 25:1 If there be a controversy between men,
and they come unto judgment, that [the judges] may
judge them; then they shall justify the righteous, and
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condemn the wicked.
Notice verse 1 talks about a “controversy between
men”. Controversies between men have to do with civil
problems, but sin is actually a controversy between God
and Man. For example, we read about the controversy of
sin between God and Man in two verses in Hosea:
Hosea 4:1 Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of
Israel: for the LORD hath a controversy <07379> with
the inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth,
nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land.
“He's already got their attention because if they didn’t
think they were handling things right (they probably thought
they were), Hosea just unraveled the whole rug when he said
'[there is] no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God
in the land.' They thought they had the knowledge of God,
but it was the wrong god. These people were Baal
worshippers. They didn’t worship the Lord God. That’s where
they had all their trouble. There was no truth, no mercy,
no knowledge of God in Baalism. So, Hosea is fixing to
clean them. Hosea was a mean creature, a ruthless preacher.
He was the minority of his time as was Jeremiah, John the
Baptist. These men had a lot of character. We have
Christians called to preach today that have no guts. We
need some men that go out and proclaim the Word of the Lord
the way that Hosea did. Just let it rip.”
- Dr. Estep
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◄ 7379. rib ►
Strong's Concordance
rib: strife, dispute
Original Word: ִריב
Part of Speech: Noun Masculine
Transliteration: rib
Phonetic Spelling: (reeb)
Definition: strife, dispute

Hosea 12:2 The LORD hath also a controversy <07379> with Judah, and will punish
Jacob according to his ways; according to his doings will he recompense him.
These two verses use the same Hebrew word (rib) “controversy” that is
used in Deuteronomy 25:1. These two verses in Hosea are
talking about a controversy between God and man, and
not between men. There are two basic types of
controversies:
1. Sin, which is a controversy between God and Man.
2. Civil problems, which are controversies between men One
could say that God became man in the person of the Lord
Jesus,
therefore we can apply Deuteronomy 25:1-3
to the sin
controversy. However, we must remember that
God
specifically
put in “between men” in verse 1. God
is
defining
a specific
type
of controversy
in
Deuteronomy 25:1-3, and that is the civil controversies.
Deuteronomy 25:1 If there be a controversy between men, and they come
unto judgment, that [the judges] may judge them; then they shall
justify the righteous, and condemn the wicked.

If God has intended Deuteronomy 25:1-3 to cover
controversies between God and Man then He would not
have had to put the specific language of “a controversy
between men”. God simply could have put “If there be a
controversy, and they come unto judgment, that …”
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But, God specifically refers to “a controversy between
men”, which narrows down Deuteronomy 25:1-3 to refer to
civil controversies, problems between men.
So, there are basically only two kinds of
controversies: Controversies between God and Man, which
are sin and controversies between men which are civil
problems.
By specifying “a controversy between men” God is
limiting the type of controversies covered in Deuteronomy
25:1-3
God does use the term “men” to distinguish between men
and God at times.
For example, we read in Luke 20:4-6:
4 The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or of men?
5
And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we
shall say, From heaven; he will say, Why then believed
ye him not?
6 But and if we say, of men; all the people will stone
us: for they be persuaded that John was a prophet.
Here Jesus asks the question to the religious leaders
oof Israel if the baptism of John was of “men”
Luke 20:4 The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or
of men?
In Luke 20:4, God uses the term “men” to contrast between
men and God.
Here are a few more examples in which we see the word
“men” used to put attention on men as opposed to God.
Micah 7:2 The good [man] is perished out of the earth:
and [there is] none upright among men: they all lie in
wait for blood; they hunt every man his brother with a
net.
In Micah 7:2, God is saying there is none upright
“among men”. This phrase focuses upon men apart from God.
It does not include God. God is upright. We cannot say
that the phrase “among men” in Micah 7:2 includes God
also, because that would mean that God is not upright.
However, we know that God is always perfect in everything
He does. Therefore, Micah 7:2 is a good example that
shows that God does use phrases like“among men” or
“between men” to refer to men only, apart from God.
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Luke 1:25 Thus hath the Lord dealt with me in the days
wherein he looked on [me], to take away my reproach among
men.
This is Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist,
speaking under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The
reproach that she had for being barren would only come
from men. It would not include God. Men look down upon
a woman because she does not have children. God does
not do that. God is the one that chose not to give her
children. When she finally gave birth to Joseph, she
said, “God hath taken away my reproach” (Gen. 30:23).
Revelation 14:4 These are they which were not defiled
with women; for they are virgins. These are they which
follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were
redeemed from among men, [being] the firstfruits unto God
and to the Lamb.
Webster's 1828 Dictionary - Redeemed
REDEE'MED, participle passive Ransomed; delivered from
bondage, distress, penalty, liability, or from the
possession of another, by paying an equivalent.
The believers were redeemed from among “men”. They
were redeemed from the mass of unsaved humanity. This
does not include God. God is not included in the mass
of unsaved humanity that needs to be “redeemed”. It could
be that this is the first group to go in the Tribulation.
In any case the OT saints went out after Christ's
resurrection.
God did put in the phrase “between men” so as to make
the law of Deuteronomy 25:1-3 more specific. Deuteronomy
25:1-3 covers the same issue as Romans 13:1-6.
Controversies between men have to do with civil
government issues. Finally, civil governments are made
of men. God talks about these issues also in Romans 13:16:
Romans 13:1 Let every soul be subject unto the higher
powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that
be are ordained of God.
Romans 13:2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power,
resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist
shall receive to themselves damnation.
372

Romans 13:3 For rulers are not a terror to good works,
but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the
power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise
of the same:
Romans 13:4 For he is the minister of God to thee for
good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for
the beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister
of God, a revenger to [execute] wrath upon him that doeth
evil.
Romans 13:5 Wherefore [ye] must needs be subject, not
only for wrath, but also for conscience sake.
Romans 13:6 For this cause pay ye tribute also: for they
are God's ministers, attending continually upon this very
thing.
Romans 13:1-6 talks about the authority of the
government to administer punishments and chastisements.
This includes stripes. In Romans 13:1-6 God indicates
that the civil governments have authority to administer
punishments. In the same way, Deuteronomy 25:1-3 gave
the human judges in Israel authority to administer
punishments. However, Deuteronomy 25:1-3 limited the
amount of the punishment that could be given for a
civil problem. Punishments by governments, such as
prescribed in Romans 13:1-6 or Deuteronomy 25:1-3, are
not payment for sin. Deuteronomy 25:1-3 does not
address the punishment for sin, which is a controversy
between God and man. Punishments by governments, such
as prescribed in Romans 13:1-6 or Deuteronomy 25:1-3,
are not payment for sin. The punishments by the
government are not a payment for sin. If a believer is
punished by the government, that is not payment for sin.
Christ made all of the payment for the believers’ sins.
Rather the punishments by the government are God’s
means to maintain civil rule. This is explained in
Romans 13:1-6.
The Bible specifies the punishment for sin. A human
judge does not make this determination. God has given
the civil authorities the right to administer
punishments to keep law and order. But, the Bible
specifies the punishment for sin. Mankind can never do
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that. However, Deuteronomy 25:1-3 cannot be talking
about sin. If it is talking about sin, then when
someone in Israel sinned, he would have had to visit
the judge and that judge would have decided the number
of stripes this man must receive. But, this cannot be.
The punishment for sin is specified by the Bible and
not by men. Because the human judge is given authority
in Deuteronomy 25:1-3 to specify the amount of
punishment, we can know that Deuteronomy 25:1-3 is only
talking about civil punishments, and not punishment for
sin. That agrees with verse 1 that describes a
controversy “between men”. Sin is a controversy between
God and man; not between men. If we say that
Deuteronomy 25:1-3 describes rules for the punishment
of sin, then we are saying that God had given human
judges the authority to decide the amount of punishment
for sin. However, this cannot be. The Bible specifies
the amount of punishment for sin. Thus, the conscious
strokes due to a person were always limited: How does
this reasoning compare with what the Bible teaches?
Let’s consider Revelation 20:6 :
Revelation 20:6 Blessed and holy [is] he that hath
part in the first resurrection: on such the second
death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God
and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.
Does a finite number limit the duration? In this
1,000 year “day” (this last “Sabbath rest” before
eternity begins), the Earth has been regenerated. For
those that want to insist that Deuteronomy 25:1-3 is
talking about the punishment for sin: Just as the New
Testament Bible teachers did not understand that the
1,000 years of Revelation 20:1-6 are symbolic, the Old
Testament Jews did not understood that the 40 stripes
of Deuteronomy 25:1-3 are symbolic. those stripes that
Paul received could not be payment for sin. Paul was a
true believer. Christ made all of the payment for his
sin. Those stripes were a punishment because of “a
controversy between men”. God had given authority to
Israel to administer these punishments for the proper
maintenance of law and order. However, these punishments
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were not a payment for sin.
Deuteronomy 25:2 And it shall be, if the wicked man
[be] worthy to be beaten, that the judge shall cause
him to lie down, and to be beaten before his face,
according to his fault, by a certain number.
Deuteronomy 25:3 Forty stripes he may give him, [and]
not exceed: lest, [if] he should exceed, and beat him
above these with many stripes, then thy brother should
seem vile unto thee.
Here we read about a finite number of stripes that
the criminal can receive. He can receive no more than
40 stripes. We also know that God is under the same law,
the whole Bible, as man is under. Based upon these
things, it is said that Deuteronomy 25:1-3 places a
limit on the stripes that the unsaved can receive.
Therefore, it is said that they cannot receive stripes
for evermore.
Jesus also taught limited conscious physical
sufferings upon the guilty:
Luke 12:47 And that servant, which knew his lord's
will, and prepared not [himself], neither did according
to his will, shall be beaten with many [stripes].
Luke 12:48 But he that knew not, and did commit things
worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few [stripes].
The adjectives "many" and "few" in Luke 12 could
not be used if ‘eternal’ conscious torment were what
was the teaching here. He would have used "heavier" and
"lighter" if the duration of conscience sufferings were
eternal. So according to Jesus' own words, some will
have "many stripes" and some will have "few stripes".
Now, regarding the punishment for sin, does the
Bible teach that God will show some degree of mercy
towards the unsaved at Judgment Day so that there will
not be perpetual suffering?
We read in two verses that God has no pleasure in
the death of the unsaved:
Ezekiel 18:32 For I have no pleasure in the death of
him that dieth, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore turn
yourselves, and live ye.
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Ezekiel 33:11
Say unto them, As I live, saith the
Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked;
but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye,
turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O
house of Israel?
Ezekiel 18:32 & 33:11 do not talk about the duration
or nature of the punishment of the unsaved in anyway.
They teach an important principle that God does not take
pleasure in punishing the unsaved, but they do not limit
the duration of that punishment in any way.
We can understand how God must obey the law of God if
we consider a faithful human judge that must pronounce
the sentence upon the criminal even though he may do it
with weeping.
We have to remember that God is subject to the law of
God just like man is subject to it. Whatever the law of
God specifies, God must follow that.
To repeat, God is subject to the law of God. Whatever
punishment the Bible specifies for the unsaved, God
must carry that out. However, God does not have any
pleasure in punishing Mankind.
Luke 19:41 And when he was come near, he beheld the
city, and wept over it,
We have to be careful not to read something into a
verse that is not there. Luke 19:41 provides no limit
to the duration of the punishment of the unsaved. It does
indicate
that
God
takes
no
pleasure
in
that
punishment.
We must consider another important truth the Bible:
GOD WILL DESTROY, NOT ANNIHILATE, THE UNSAVED ON
JUDGMENT DAY
The nature of God’s relationship to unsaved man
changes at judgment day. throughout the history of the
world, God has been very merciful to the unsaved in
many ways. however, God’s relationship to the unsaved
changes at judgment day. Deuteronomy 28:63 shows how
God’s relationship to the unsaved changes at Judgment
Day. We read there:
Deuteronomy 28:63 And it shall come to pass, [that] as
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the LORD rejoiced over you to do you good, and to multiply
you; so the LORD will rejoice over you to destroy you,
and to bring you to nought; and ye shall be plucked
from off the land whither thou goest to possess it.
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◄ 8045. shamad ►
Strong's Concordance
shamad: to be exterminated or destroyed
Original Word: ָשׁ ַמד
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: shamad
Phonetic Spelling: (shaw-mad')
Definition: to be exterminated or destroyed
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
to be exterminated or destroyed
NASB Translation
completely (1), demolish (2), destroy (36), destroyed (41), destruction (2), eradicated (1),
exterminate (2), totally destroy (1), utterly destroyed (1), wipe (1).
◄ 6. abad ►
Strong's Concordance
abad: to perish
Original Word: אָ ַבד
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: abad
Phonetic Spelling: (aw-bad')
Definition: to perish
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Throughout the Old Testament the Lord threatens the wicked with destruction. To all
who refused to comply with the covenant God had established, for example, the Lord vowed to
“blot out their names from under heaven” (Deut. 29:20). Indeed, he vowed to destroy them and
the land “like the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah…which the Lord destroyed in his fierce
anger…’” (Deut. 29:23).
Deuteronomy 29:20 the lord will not spare him, but then the
anger of the lord and his jealousy shall smoke against that man,
and all the curses that are written in this book shall lie upon
him, and the lord shall blot out his name from under heaven.
Deuteronomy 29:23 [and that] the whole land thereof [is]
brimstone, and salt, [and] burning, [that] it is not sown, nor
beareth, nor any grass groweth therein, like the overthrow of
sodom, and gomorrah, admah, and zeboim, which the lord overthrew
in his anger, and in his wrath:

GOD WILL DESTROY, NOT ANNIHILATE, THE UNSAVED AT
JUDGMENT DAY - 2
Deuteronomy 28:15-68 teaches the punishment that everyone who sins must
experience. This includes all of the unsaved throughout time. There are many verses
in this passage that signify conscious affliction for the unsaved in this passage.
Deuteronomy 28:15-68 describes the punishment that the unsaved must
endure. Verse 63 shows the change in God’s relationship to the unsaved at Judgment
Day versus His present relationship to them. Today, God rejoices “do you good, and
to multiply you”. God is good to all mankind, including the unsaved. This verse is
talking about people who remain unsaved. At Judgment Day, God will “rejoice
over you to destroy you, and to bring you to nought*”. So, God is really saying
twice in this verse that He will rejoice to destroy the unsaved.
*The Hebrew word is translated “bring you to nought”,
but it is the same word that is almost always
translated “destroy”.
Some people think that “destroying” the unsaved
means to “annihilate” them, like one might destroy a
toy. However, Deuteronomy 28:15-68 uses a common verb
translated “to destroy” 7 times to describe the
punishment of the unsaved. This verb is not in the past
or perfect tense. It is in an on-going tense which
means to be “destroying”. There are many verses in
Deuteronomy 28:15-68 that describe conscious affliction.
A careful examination of Deuteronomy 28:15-68 shows
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that it describes an on-going (eonian) (but not
perpetual) “destroying” of conscious affliction.
Deuteronomy 28:1 And it shall come to pass, if thou
shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy
God, to observe [and] to do all his commandments which
I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set
thee on high above all nations of the earth:
Deuteronomy 28:2 And all these blessings shall come on
thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the
voice of the LORD thy God.
Deuteronomy 28:3 Blessed [shalt] thou [be] in the city,
and blessed [shalt] thou [be] in the field.
Deuteronomy 28:4 Blessed [shall be] the fruit of thy
body, and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy
cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy
sheep.
Deuteronomy 28:5 Blessed [shall be] thy basket and thy
store.
Deuteronomy 28:6 Blessed [shalt] thou [be] when thou
comest in, and blessed [shalt] thou [be] when thou
goest out.
Deuteronomy 28:7 The LORD shall cause thine enemies
that rise up against thee to be smitten before thy face:
they shall come out against thee one way, and flee
before thee seven ways.
Deuteronomy 28:8 The LORD shall command the blessing
upon thee in thy storehouses, and in all that thou
settest thine hand unto; and he shall bless thee in the
land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.

1d6) Why the 'Doctrine of Hell' is Unscriptural
Because the fact that the word 'hell' is not
actually in the Bible (as we proved) the existence of
'hell' cannot be confirmed. The Bible does contain
'secret things' that will not be revealed till the 'end
times'→
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Deuteronomy 29:29 The secret [things belong] unto the
LORD our God: but those [things which are] revealed
[belong] unto us and to our children for ever, that
[we] may do all the words of this law.
→ however, the so called 'Doctrine of Hell' is not
created from secret things, but from tangible ones: →
 From the fires of Gehenna, that burned constantly
(but not eternally). Gehenna was originally the valley
of Hinnom, south of Jerusalem, where the filth and dead
animals of the city were cast out and burned; a fit
symbol used by Jesus to describe the future destruction
of the wicked.
 From Hades (Sheol) and Gehenna which are
mistranslated interchangeably as 'hell' (as well as
other things like the depths or the grave) in many
English translations of the Bible. However, in looking
at the original language, there is a clear distinction
between Hades (a temporary place of punishment while
unbelievers await judgment) and Gehenna (a place of
punishment for unbelievers who have already been
judged).
→ but mainly from the following 4 unscriptural
beliefs:
 The false teaching that unbelievers possess an
immortal soul, which can suffer eternally. Even
believers possess nothing that is immortal until Christ
returns:
1Corinthians 15:53 For this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal [must] put on immortality
1Corinthians 15:54 So when this corruptible shall have
put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying
that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.
At the Second Coming the corruptible body of the
Christian will be changed into an incorruptible body
like Christ’s. There is going to be a transformation of
living Christians, and they are not all going to die.
They are going to be transformed while they are alive.
The unscriptural notion that lost people have an
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'immortal soul', a false teaching that is propagated in
the churches, will be shown to be scripturally untrue.
 The false teaching that God retains His anger
forever, so He has the desire to punish unrepentant
sinners eternally.
Micah 7:18 Who [is] a God like unto thee, that
pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of
the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger
for ever, because he delighteth [in] mercy.
Psalms 103:9 He will not always chide: neither will he
keep [his anger] for ever.
 The false teaching that Bible punishment is not
proportional to the sins an unrepentant sinner
commits,but rather is eternal suffering.
Isaiah 59:18 According to [their] deeds, accordingly he will
repay, fury to his adversaries, recompence to his enemies; to
the islands he will repay recompence.'
According': 2. Suitable; agreeable; in accordance with. - Webster's 1828
Dictionary Also see our section which proves puinishment is
proportional.
Many verses that confirm the teaching of thisverse,
that sinners (and believers) will be repaid according to
their deeds, will be presented.
 The false teaching that the wages of sin is not
really death, but an eternal existence of suffering for
unrepentant sinners.
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Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] ‘eternal’ (a mistranslation of
(‘eonian’)(aionios) life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

This is confirmed:
James 1:15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth
forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth
death.
" Romans 6:23 can be a reference to eternal death in the
case of a lost man."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Romans Commentary (The
Bible Believers Commentary Series)
Death is a perfectly just and logical punishment
for sin, leading to the second death for unrepentant
sinners and God uses death for His wise purposes in
this age as well.
God wouldn’t give us a book full of things that
were not true. He has published every truth we need to
know in this life at this time. We will prove that some
of our translators have taken tangible things that
aren't secret and some false unscriptural ideas and
wrongly amplified them into an eternal 'hell' of
everlasting punishment (as we shall prove) and that the
words 'eternal', 'everlasting' and 'forever' are
mistranslations that represent 'unto an age and
beyond’. The words belong only when used in Deity
contexts and never in the context of the punishment of
sinners (as we shall prove). These 'ingredients' are
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all combined with a total misunderstanding of how a
just God deals with His people. (One of His attributes
is Justice).
Zephaniah 3:5 The just LORD [is] in the midst thereof;
he will not do iniquity: every morning doth he bring
his judgment to light, he faileth not; but the unjust
knoweth no shame.
““Hell” is only in many of our English Bible versions
because the translators took various different Greek and
Hebrew words, each with its own simple distinct meaning in
Greek or Hebrew, and none of which mean “hell”, and
translated these various words as the single English word
“hell”. (Again, you will not find the word “hell” in
strictly literal, accuracy focused translations such as The
Concordant Version or Young’s Literal Translation.)”
- HELL IS A MISTRANSLATION Copyright 2010 John Lilley
All This is proved in this document.
We have now proven in this document that the word
'hell' is not found in the King James Bible, as. Thus,
there is no Bible DOCTRINE OF HELL. Do we find the
doctrine of endless punishment revealed in the use of
the word Hell in either Testament? We have proven that
there is one words translated “Hell” in the Old
Testament. The one Hebrew word is 'Sheol'. There are
three words translated “Hell” in the New Testament,
Hades and Tartarus, which are Greek, and Gehenna, which
is the Greek form of the Hebrew words Gee and Hinnom,
meaning “the valley of Hinnom.”
At this point we introduce following important
writing which is extremely relevant to this document.
(Highlighting is part of their book.)
1d7) Thomas Thayer: The Origin and History of the Doctrine of

Endless Punishment (1855)

"Now here, in this important document, we have set out at great length,
and with every variety of specification, the judgments and punishments
with which God threatens to visit the Jews for their transgressions of His
laws; but not a word is uttered in respect to the punishments of an
endless hell after death. All the evils which are to fall upon them are of a
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temporal character, such only as can be inflicted on them while in the
body, while on the earth: plagues and sickness, murrain on the cattle, and
mildew on their vines and grains; locusts in the fields and orchards;
hunger, thirst, and nakedness; curses on the city and country, curses at
home and abroad; the desolation of their country by their enemies, exile
and captivity.
These are the only penalties annexed to the Law of Moses of
which wehave any information; and these were fully visited on the
heads of the offending and rebellious people.
"There runs through their history a system of strict and retributive judgment,
whereof the God of Jacob is the administrator. Within the pale of this
peculiar dispensation, virtue met its recompense, and vice its punishment,
with a regularity that was at once unfailing and notorious. The nation is
presented to us under very different attitudes; under judges, under kings, in
peace and in war, victorious and vanquished, prosperous and afflicted, at
home and abroad, free and in bondage; but whatever the situation or period
in which we view their history, we are met at once by the principle in
question."
This is strictly true. The entire history of the Jewish people as a nation,
and as individuals, from generation to generation, shows with what
exactness the threatenings of the law were fulfilled in judgments. When
they were obedient, the Lord prospered them, and rewarded them with
fruitful seasons, with increasing wealth and power, and made them
superior to their enemies. But when they were rebellious and wicked, then
followed adversity, defeat, captivity, and all the physical calamities
threatened in the Law.
But all this while we have not one syllable of an endless woe
which is to be added to all the other woes. In no instance of rebellion
against God, not when their corruption and idolatry were at the highest
reach of crime and blasphemy, do we find them threatened with the
torments ofa hell beyond the present life.
Now, if they really were exposed to this, if they have been actually cast
into this hell, it is the most unaccountable thing, in the government of God,
that He should do this without one note of warning to the victims; and at
the same time leave not a line or a word of their awful fate on record, as a
terror to future transgressors! But let us now look at one or two cases of
individual crime, where we mayjustly expect to find some open declaration
of the doctrine, if true.
1. The case of Abimelech. Judges 9.
We have his offense stated in verses 5 and 6: "And Abimelech went
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untohis father's house at Ophrah, and slew his brethren, the sons of
Jerubbaal, being three score and ten persons, upon one stone... And all the
men of Shechem gathered together at the house of Millo, and went and made
Abimelech king."
Here is the sin, and it is horrible enough. Nothing can surpass this bloody
sacrifice on the altar of ambition. At one fell stroke seventy murders, save
one, and the victims his own brethren, bone of his bone, flesh of his flesh;
and through this sea of kindred blood, he waded to the throne! Surely, if
ever there was a sinner of the hue of "the blackness of darkness," this
Abimelech was the man; and if the flaming pit of endless woe is not a
fiction, but a solemn fact, we shall now hear something of it in the way of
recompensing the sin of this guilty wretch.
Well, here is the record: "And Abimelech came unto the tower and fought
against it, and a certain woman cast a piece of millstone upon Abimelech's
head, and all to break his skull. Then he called hastily to the young man, his
armor-bearer, and said unto him, Draw thy sword and slay me, that men say
not of me, a woman slew him. And his young man thrust him through, and he
died... Thus God rendered the wickedness of Abimelech, which he did unto
his father, in slaying his seventy brethren: and all the evil of the men of
Shechem did God render upon their heads." Verses 52-57; also 46-49.
This is the whole record of judgment; but, as we see, not a word of
endless punishment. The cruel and bloody man is followed with evil, with
rebellion from his former friends, who made him king; and at last, after
many struggles, he is slain in battle, and the men of Shechem are burned
alive in their strongholds. And there the account ends, with only this brief
statement: "Thus God rendered the wickedness of Abimelech," &c. Of
course if it was thus, or in the way set forth, then it cannot be that he is to
be recompensed by endless woe. The recompense is complete, is a past
event of earth, and cannot therefore be in a future world, perpetuated
through eternity.
And of the men of Shechem it is affirmed, that God rendered upon their
heads "all the evil" they had done. Past time again - then and there He
recompensed them; and not for a part, but for all their evil doings. In the
words of Bishop Patrick, "God, the Judge of all, punished Abimelech and
the men of Shechem according to their deserts, and made them the
instruments of each other's destruction; and it is remarkable that this
punishment overtook them speedily, within less than four years after their
crime was committed."
As yet, then, we have no revelation of the doctrine in
review, but only the infliction of the temporal punishments of the
386

Law. But one more example of another sort.
2. Ahithophel, the Suicide. 2 Sam 17
In the wickedness and death of this man we have a case of great moment.
He was a very bad, unprincipled and cruel man; and, as Dr. Clarke says,
"died an unprepared and accursed death." He laid violent hands on
himself, and this too in the midst of his wickedness! Of such persons, the
reader well knows what is said by believers in endless punishment: "There
is no hope for them - they die in sin, without repentance - their very last
act is a crime, for which there can be no punishment in this life - there is
no change after death; therefore they must sink into the endless
torments of hell."
This being the case, then, we shall surely hear of it now. If true, and
we are to have any revelation of it under the Law, we have come at last to
the very occasion which will call it out. The doom of the guilty suicide will
be clearly and distinctly announced as a warning to all who shall attempt
to follow in his steps. Let us then turn to the record:
"And when Ahithophel saw that his counsel was not followed, he saddled his
ass, and arose and gat him home to his house, to his city, and put his
household in order, and hanged himself, and died, and was buried in the
sepulcher of his father."
Not a syllable of his being sent to a place of perpetual torture
after his death. We are told that he hanged himself, died, and was buried;
and there the sacred historian leaves him, without one word of comment.
Now, if there ever lived a man likely to come into the pit of torments, if there
be such a place, this wicked suicide was the man; and is it a supposable
case that, such being his doom, the divine
writer would or could have passed it over in silence ?
Would he be careful to mention the unimportant matters, that he saddled
his ass, put his household in order, was buried in his father's sepulcher,
and yet not utter so much as one word in regard to the awful subject
of the interminable torments beyond the burial and the grave ? Who can
believe this without an accusation against the justice and mercy of God
toward all coming generations ?
So far, then, the Law itself in its statement of penalties,
the history of the nation of the Jews, and of the most remarkable cases of
crime under the Law, preserve a profound silence on the
subject in hand. Not a word, not the most obscure allusion to
the doctrine of unending punishment, is to be met with in any of the divine
records of transgressions or judgments.
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SECTION II. THE TESTIMONY OF ORTHODOX CRITICS
AND THEOLOGIANS. (Review)
The purpose of this section is to confirm the argument of the
preceding section by calling in as witnesses some of the most learned
and impartial scholars and divines of the Orthodox school, themselves
believers in the dogma of an endless hell, but confessing that it is not
taught in the Law of Moses, nor in the Old Testament.
1. MILMAN. "The sanction on which the Hebrew Law was founded is
extraordinary. The lawgiver (Moses) maintains a profound silence on that
fundamental article, if not of political, at least of religious legislation rewards and punishments in another life. He substituted temporal
chastisements and temporal blessings. On the violation of the constitution
followed inevitably blighted harvests, famine, pestilence, defeat, captivity; on
its maintenance, abundance, health, fruitfulness, victory, independence. How
wonderfully the event verified the prediction of the inspired legislator! how
invariably apostasy led to adversity - repentance and reformation to
prosperity !"
2. BISHOP WARBURTON. "In the Jewish Republic, both the rewards and
punishments promised by Heaven were temporal only. Such as health, long
life, peace, plenty, and dominion, &c. Diseases, premature death, war,
famine, want, subjections, and captivity, &c. And in no one place of the
Mosaic Institutes is there the least mention, or any intelligible hint, of the
rewards and punishments of another life.
When Solomon restored the integrity of religion, he addressed a long
prayer to the God of Israel, consisting of one solemn petition for the
continuance of the old covenant, made by the ministry of Moses. He gives an
exact account of all its parts, and explains at large the sanctions of the
Jewish Law and Religion. And here, as in the writings of Moses, we find
nothing but temporalrewards and punishments."
Warburton, and also Whateley, quoted below, take ground that the
doctrine of a future existence is not recognized in the Old Testament. In
this they are wrong, as we have attempted to show in the fifth section of
this chapter.
3. ARNAULD. This author is quoted by Warburton, who calls him "a great
and shining ornament of the Gallican (Catholic) church." His testimony is
the following: "It is the height of ignorance to doubt this truth, which is one
of the most common of the Christian Religion, and which is attested by all
the Fathers, that the promises of the Old Testament were temporal and
earthly, and that the Jews worshipped God only for earthly blessings (les
biens charnels)."
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4. PALEY. "This (Mosaic) dispensation dealt in temporal rewards and
punishments. In the 28th of Deuteronomy you find Moses, with prodigious
solemnity, pronouncing the blessings and cursings which awaited the
children of Israel under the dispensation to which they were called. And you
will observe, that these blessings consisted altogether of worldly benefits,
and these curses of worldly punishments."
5. PROF. WINES. "It is conceded that Moses did not annex to his laws the
promised joys and threatened terrors of eternity...The Hebrew legislator was
restrained from annexing future punishments as sanctions to his laws, by
considerations arising out of the character of his mission, &c."
6. JAHN, whose excellent work is a text-book in Andover Theological
Seminary, says: "We have not authority, therefore, decidedly to say, that
any other motives were held out to the ancient Hebrews to pursue good and
avoid evil, than those which were derived from the rewards and punishments
of this life."
7. PROF. MAYER, late of the Theological Seminary of the Reformed
Dutch Church, in Pennsylvania, has the following in a recent volume of
Sermons: "It is evident to the careful reader that, both in the book of Job
and in the Pentateuch, the divine judgment which is spoken of is always a
judgment that takes place in this life; and the rewards which are promised to
the righteous, and the punishments that are threatened to the wicked, are
such only as are awarded in the present state of being...No mention is
anywhere made, in the writings of Moses, of a judgment at the end of this
world. The idea that God is the judge of the world, pervades them
everywhere; but it has always relation to this earthly existence."
8. ARCHBISHOP WHATELEY. After a lengthy argument on the subject,
he says: "Is not, then, the conclusion inevitable, that, if the doctrine of future
retribution had been to be revealed, or any traditional knowledge of it
confirmed, we should have found it explicitly stated, and still more
frequently repeated than the temporal sanctions of the Law ? And when,
instead of anything like this, we have set before us a few scattered texts,
which, it is contended, allude to, or imply, this doctrine, can it be necessary
to examine whether they are rightly interpreted? Surely it is a sufficient
reply, to say that, if Moses had intended to inculcate such doctrine, he would
have clearly stated and dwelt on it in almost every page. Nor is it easy to
conceive how any man of even ordinary intelligence, and not blinded by
devoted attachment to an hypothesis, can attentively peruse the books of
the Law, abounding as they do with such copious descriptions of the
temporal rewards and punishments which sanction that Law, and with such
earnest admonitions grounded on that sanction, and yet can bring himself
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seriously to believe that the doctrine of a state of retribution after death,
which it cannot be contended is even mentioned, however slightly, in more
than a very few passages, formed a part of the Mosaic revelation."
Such is the testimony of these learned men, all of them believers in
the doctrine of future endless punishment, but compelled by their
superior knowledge to confess that the doctrine is not revealed, or
alluded to by Moses, nor in any way made the motive of obedience to
the laws he promulgated as the servant of God.
Nothing but the strongest array of facts, nothing but the utter
impossibility of finding any trace of it in the institutes of the old dispensation,
could have induced these men to take a position so fatal to the truth of this
doctrine; to make acknowledgements which render it forever impossible to
establish the doctrine in harmony with divine justice and honor.
But the statements of these men, and the truth of our argument, are both
confirmed by still higher authority. In his epistle to the Hebrews, Paul
himself gives this positive and final testimony to the point, that under
the Law, "every transgression and disobedience RECEIVED a just
recompense of reward."
Hebrews 2:2 For if the word spoken by angels was
stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience
received a just recompence of reward;
"That is, it was an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth,
etc. (see Exod. 21:23–25). There was nothing cruel or
unnatural about any of this, as modern humanists would
have you believe. Strangely, the humanists (who are all
evolutionists) refuse to recognize the laws of nature
when the problem of SIN comes up."
Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Hebrews Commentary
This ought to settle the question forever; for, if
every transgression actually received its just
punishment, then endless punishment cannot be
true or if true, this statement is a grand mistake, or
a deliberate misrepresentation. We really do not see
any way of avoiding the decisive force of this open and
unequivocal passage. The apostle certainly knew what he
was writing, and could not have made any mistake in the
expression of his thoughts. If, then, the words mean
what they express, if the text is a true statement of
facts, and every transgression did actually receive a
just recompense or retribution, then how is it possible
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to affirm that any one of these transgressions will be
punished over again with endless torments, without
charging God with the most monstrous injustice and
cruelty ?
It seems as if no honest mind, no sincere believer
inthe authority of God's word, could reject such a
testimony so positive and unmistakable as this.
There is no room for comment or criticism. In the
presence of such an unimpeachable witness, the choice
is reduced to simply abandoning the Bible argument, or
abandoning the doctrine of endless punishment.
The statement of the apostle is supported and
illustrated by the whole course of Bible history; and
fix on what offense you will, be it national or
individual, be it offense of priest, king, prophet, or
peasant, and it will be found that every instance of
disobedience was promptly met with its just recompense.
And it is a most instructive and morally profitable study to follow the
traces of this present retribution, as they appear in the Old
Testament; and with this view we give the following condensed
summary, taken from a work entitled,
"A System of Temporal Retribution indicated from Scripture and
Observation;" written singularly enough, and with marvellous
inconsistency, by a Presbyterian minister, believing in
a future retribution:
"The chosen people, in their passage through the wilderness, sinned
frequently and provoked their God to anger. They are punished by
hunger and thirst, fire belched forth from the bowels of the earth, and
consumed some of the offenders, a plague came down upon them, fiery
serpents invaded their camp, and stung great numbers of the people, their
journey was drawn out into a weary wandering for forty years in a barren
desert, and finally there were but two of that whole generation who were
suffered to enter into the land of promise. Moses and Aaron, the two
leaders of the host, although faithful in the main, yet having sinned, the
oneby anger and the other by countenancing the people in their idolatry,
are not permitted to set foot on Canaan.
The sons of Eli disgrace the office of the priesthood
by their unholy acts; a sentence from on high is
pronounced against them, and they are slain as they
bore the ark in battle with the Philistines. Balaam
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contends against Israel in spite of God's command to
the contrary, and in return for his frowardness is
killed in battle. The whole career of Saul bears
testimony to a system of temporal retribution.
Throughout his reign he was guilty of continual
declensions from the law of that God who had given him
the scepter, and accordingly he was visited with
frequent reverses; his unchecked passions distempered
his mind, and subjected him to seasons of madness and
frenzy; his life is poisoned with jealousy, fear and
remorse, and at length, when he had refused reproof and
persisted in sin, he dies by his own hand on the field
of battle. David, the man after God's own heart, is
guilty of the heavy offenses of adultery and murder; he
is expressly punished by the death of the child,
and there was a series of misfortunes from this time to the close of his
reign, which were sent as further chastisements of his dark crimes. Joab
is guilty of deeds of wanton violence and bloodshed. Prosperity attends
him throughout the reign of David, but under Solomon his sin finds him
out, and he who had 'shed the blood of war in peace' is in his turn slain by
the sword. Solomon carries too far the indulgence given the Jewish
monarchs of a plurality of wives.
His wisdom raised him above their evil influence during the vigor of
his life, but in his declining years his wives become a snare to him, seduce
him to adopt their idolatrous practices, and leave it a matter of considerable
doubt whether the wise king really died in the faith of his fathers.
Jeroboam encouraged his people in the worship of idols, and, in
consequence, the favor of the Lord departed from him and his household
and kingdom. Ahab and Jezebel favored the false prophets, insulted the
prophets of the Lord, practiced oppression, fraud and cruelty, and they
arenotably punished for their dark offenses; the one is slain in battle, the
other is cast from her window and devoured by the dogs.
The princes and the people in general having through many
generations grievously departed from the law of the Lord, they are carried
into captivityin Babylon, where during seventy years they endure all the
bitter evils of exile, bondage and oppression. Nebuchadnezzar insults the
majesty of heaven by his pride, ambition, and ungodliness. He is cast down
from his high place, and he who aspired to be equal with Jehovah is
debased below the condition of the meanest among men, being doomed
during seven years to herd with the beasts of the field, to feed with them on
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thesame fare, and to repair with them to the same caverns. Belshazzar,
forgetful of the warnings and the judgments that befell his grandsire,
exhibits the same overweening arrogance, conjoined with profligacy and
profanity.
Vengeance descends upon him in the hour of his loftiest pride and
exaltation. As he sat in the midst of his nobles and captains, rioting in
drunkenness, sacrilege and licentiousness, a spectral hand is seen by him
to write his doom in mystical characters on the wall, the sentence is
expounded to him by the prophet of the Lord, and that very night his city
was taken and sacked, he himself was slain, and his kingdom was given
to another.
Haman cherishes a deadly jealousy against the upright
Mordecai, andcarries his hatred so far as to erect a gallows on which
he proposes tohang the object of his enmity. His dark schemes are
discovered and turned against himself, and he and his sons are
hanged on the gibbet which he had prepared for another.
Thus,. we see how perfectly the facts illustrate the declaration of the
apostle, that under the law "every transgression and disobedience
received a just recompense of reward." This of necessity excludes the
idea of a future endless retribution; as well as the important fact, already
named, that through all this long and various record of sin and its
punishments, no mention is made, nor the least intelligible hint given, of
any such thing. We cannot, therefore, suppose it to be true, without a most
extraordinary violation, on the part of God, of every principle of honor,
justice, and mercy."
<https://www.mercyuponall.org/pdfs-click-to-download/294-2/#ENDLESS_PUNISHMENT_OF_HEATHEN_ORIGIN> ‘
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If “eternal destruction” refers to annihilation, “the
adjective ‘eternal’ becomes redundant.” “If Paul had intended
to convey a notion of annihilation, he wouldn’t have said
‘otheron aionion’ (ruin eonian (age-long)) often mistranslated
as “everlasting destruction” in many Bibles. “The inspired
Scriptures never speak of eternity. They describe nothing as
eternal. They contain no term which in itself bears our time
sense of everlasting.

The early local church argued the issue of everlasting
(endless) punishment, in particular it was the position of
emperor Justinian ,also known as Justinian the Great, who was
the Byzantine emperor from 527 to 565.
“Ancient Greek, in which the New Testament was written,
remained in use; the meaning of the word “eon/eons/eonian” was
clear. Thomson describes an instructive event in the year 544
when Emperor Justinian gathered together a local council to
suppress certain doctrines: “In particular, he wished it made
very plain that the life of the saints was to be everlasting,
and that the doom of the lost was to be likewise. Yet he did
not argue that the word eonian meant everlasting. Nor did he
claim that the word eonian had hitherto been misunderstood. In
setting forth the orthodox position of the Church of that
time, he did not say, ‘We believe in eonian punishment,’ as
this was exactly what Origen, three hundred years before, had
maintained and believed. In fact, Origen, who exulted in the
truth of the reconciliation of the universe, definitely used
the word eonian with reference to fire and doom as meaning a
limited time. But writing in the very expressive Greek
language,
Justinian says, ‘The holy church of Christ teaches an
endless eonian (ateleuteetos αιωνιος) life for the just, and
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endless (ateleuteetos) punishment for the wicked; the word

eonian meant everlasting. Nor did he claim that the word
eonian had hitherto been misunderstood. In setting forth the
orthodox position of the Church of that time, he did not say,
‘We believe in eonian punishment,’ as this was exactly what
Origen, three hundred years before, had maintained and
believed. In fact, Origen, who exulted in the truth of the
reconciliation of the universe, definitely used the word
eonian with reference to fire and doom as meaning a limited
time. But writing in the very expressive Greek language,
Justinian says, ‘The holy church of Christ teaches an endless
eonian (ateleuteetos αιωνιος) life for the just, and endless
(ateleuteetos) punishment for the wicked.”
“Hell is a mistranslation”, by John Lilley

The “destruction” of which Paul here refers to is
“ruin.” In this sense olethros (olethron) would not
mean that the wicked simply cease to exist but that
they suffer ruin: “an eonian plunge into Hades and a
hopeless destiny of death.” This "destruction" spoken
of here is not "annihilation", as some would have us
believe, but rather "banishment." Such banishment from
God's presence brings complete ruin (leading to the
second death). A part of this final retribution
consists of banishing those who haverefused God in
their lives from the presence of God.
Unrepentant sinners did not want God's presence, and
God is therefore withdrawing it. But we are reminded of
the old saying, "Be careful what you ask for, you may
get it." There will be no shout of joy from the lips of
the condemned on that day. Instead, horror and dread as
they realize that along with God's presence, they are
being banishedfrom any association with His goodness
and glory.
Hebrews 10:30 For we know him that hath said,
Vengeance [belongeth] unto me, I will recompense, saith
the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people.
Hebrews 10:31 [It is] a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God.
The Universe will never have been so dark and
foreboding as it will be as these lost souls (people)
who enter into an eternity without God; but it is an
eternity that they have chosen for themselves. Life, at
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last, will be fair.
So even the strongest potential passage in the
Bible which is often used to support the idea of
everlasting punishment in the fiery flames of hell
turns out to be teaching nothing of the sort.
Contextual and cultural insights about the text reveal
that Paul is saying the same thing that every other
passage of Scripture says about fiery judgment coming
upon people. Such texts are not referring to everlasting
torture in hell, but to a temporal judgment in this
life.
<http://rethinkinghell.com/2016/12/05/annihilation-in-2-thess-1-9-part-2-separation-orobliteration/>

https://www.easyenglish.bible/bible-commentary/2
thess-lbw.htm
https://www.christiancourier.com/articles/710-thesecond-death-separation-or-annihilation
Eternal suffering is an eternal testimony to the
freedom and dignity of humans, even unrepentant humans.
Paul used the unique phrase “eternal destruction” in
his second letter to the church at Thessalonica (1:9).

Destruction or Ruin?
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;

The word translated as ‘destruction’ in this verse
is OLETHROS (or OLETHRON is an alternative
spelling). The basic definition is ‘ruin, destruction’.
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Let’s initially consider the English meaning of those
two words.
‘Ruin’ tends to imply a loss of function and
therefore normally applies to objects that have some
function.
‘Destruction’, along with the verb form ‘destroy’,
tends to imply the cessation of life. Therefore,
our English word ‘destruction’ could be used to mean
either loss of function or cessation of life
In that way, the Greek word olethros parallels very
closely the way the word ‘destruction’ is used in
English – it can be used to express either loss of
function or cessation of life. Given the multiple
meanings of olethros, we can’t know purely by
definition whether Paul intended to express the loss of
function or the cessation of life.
However, we can gain additional clues by examining
how Paul uses that word elsewhere in Scripture.
OLETHROS (ὀλλυμι) is used by Paul only four other times
(Note: It's reasonable to use Hebrews as an additional
example of how words were used near the time of Paul).
In simple terms, any object can be 'destroyed ' or
brought to ' destruction ' without being eliminated or
brought to extinction. ὀλλυμι(otheros) can mean to be
lost thenit’s highly probable that ὀλεθρος can mean
lostness.
What happens if we translate it this way in 2 Thes
1:9? We have “everlasting (eonian) lostness from the
presence of the Lord”. Immediately two difficulties
disappear. Firstly, unlike being destroyed, one can be
lost for any length of time, short or long.
Secondly, unlike “destruction from the presence of the
Lord”, “lostness from the presence of the Lord” makes
perfect sense.
This also harmonizes with the words of Jesus,
Luke 19:10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to
save that which was lost.
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HELPS Word-studies
622 apóllymi (from 575 /apó, "away from," which intensifies ollymi, "to destroy") – properly,
fully destroy, cutting off entirely (note the force of the prefix, 575 /apó).
622 /apóllymi ("violently/completely perish") implies permanent (absolute) destruction, i.e. to
cancel out (remove); "to die, with the implication of ruin and destruction" (L & N, 1, 23.106);
cause to be lost (utterly perish) by experiencing a miserable end.
[This is also the meaning of 622 /apóllymi dating back to Homer (900 bc).

Even the much loved words of John 3:16 might be
better translated:
“God so loved the world that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not be lost but
have eonian life.

Sodom is to be restored. Restored to wickedness? No.
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Restored to former state . Eze 16:55
Again, consider 1 Timothy 6:9,
1Timothy 6:9 But they that will be rich fall into
temptation and a snare, and [into] many foolish and
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and
perdition (ruin).

Paul used olethros to describe the miserable
spiritual condition of those who lust after riches.
These individuals were not annihilated, but were in a
state of “ruin” because they had “erred from the faith”:
1Timothy 6:10 For the love of money is the root of all
evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred
from the faith, and pierced themselves through with
many sorrows.
Regarding the appearance of olethros in 1
Thessalonians 5:3:
1Thessalonians 5:3 For when they shall say, Peace and
safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as
travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not
escape.
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Paul's Concept of Eternal Punishment refers to all
by two descriptions that profile all, Paul's essential
concept on the nature of punishment remains. Paul
expects punishment for all the unsaved. It is to 'pay
the penalty of eonian ruin, a reality that is stark and
certain, like his phrase 'the wages of sin isdeath'
(Rom 6:23), i.e., the wages that sin will pay to the
unsaved. All who reject God's free gift must face this
the second death as they depend on their own works and
fall liable to God's righteous judgment without having
Christ's righteousness to be their surety. 'Eternal
destruction' is, without a definite article, (olethron
aionion). Paul's use is the only NT instance which
combines this word for 'destruction' with the
adjective eternal. Olethros has various usages. In
secular Greek, it depicts 'destruction' incorruption of
physical death. The term also can denote a loss of
money, being 'wiped out' or 'reduced to ruin'. In the
LXX the word appears in Jeremiah's description of an
army wiped out (Jeremiah 31(48):3). Then Paul uses
olethros of destruction that overtakes those who hold
out foolish hopes of peace and safety (1Thess 5:3). In
1 Tim 6:9, temptations and lusts catapult the indulgent
into 'corruption and ruin', using first olethros, then
apoleian. The earlier term depicts 'corruption',
possibly in a shattered state of existence that is
pathetic in debauchery, or else the final temporal step
in corruption, physical death. In the same phrase,
apoleian portrays 'ruin'. The words together convey
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'complete destruction', or the derelict stage of
wreckage while yet physically alive is followed by the
more final, utter temporal ruin in physical death.
Another possibility is that the ruin that comes in
bodily death also thrusts one on to the utter,
irrevocable eternal spiritual ruin (cf. Heb 9:27). The
context suggests this as it refers to ultimate destiny
(vv. 7, 12, 14, 17,19). In 1 Cor 5:5, Paul counsels the
church at Corinth to deliver over to Satan an
unrepentant church member guilty of sexual offense for
'destruction (olethron) of the flesh'. Probably this
refers to bodily ruin in physical death. Paul hopes
that the discipline will provoke a remedy before death,
repentance, so that the offender might turn out to be
saved at the future judgment.
Paul's aim is not condemnation but reclamation
through repentance. The man's sinful indulgence,
similar to that of the 'unrighteous' who are unsaved
'casts suspicion on the reality of his profession of
faith (1 Cor 5:11).' Whatever his state, repentance can
assure his winding up saved in the ultimate situation.
In 1 Corinthians 5, ruin exacting its toll on a
person who still exists is in view. Distinct from this,
olethros in 2 Thessalonians 1 as 'eternal destruction'
is the ultimate kind of ruin. Destruction in 1 Cor 5:5
leaves an offender still existing (even when physical
death occurs), but he must face a later verdict, after
physical death, in 'the day of Jesus Christ.' Likewise,
God can carry through with the destruction in
2Thessalonians 1 though those upon whom He is executing
it are continuing to exist, while suffering it. Aionios
is, of course, related to the noun α_ώv (aion), 'age,
generation, space of time in the past or future.' The
word's usage in a given contextual connection (secular Greek
or NT) suggests the meaning of the span that is most
pertinent in each case. Since, as we have seen, the noun
aion refers to a period of time, it appears very improbable
that the derived adjective aionios would indicate infinite
duration, nor have we found any evidence in Greek writing to
show that such a concept was expressed by this term. Used of
God, the word bears this absolute sense. He is 'the eternal
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God' (Gen 21:33), Isa 26:4;40:28; Rom 16:26), and other NT
writers employ it of Christ as absolutely eternal (Heb 1:10
[from Ps 101:26]; 13:8; Rev 1:17; 2:8). The adjective
aionios is linked not only with God (Rom 16:26), but also
with 'eternal comfort' in the same context of 2
Thessalonians (2:16). It occurs for God's 'eternal purpose'
(Eph 3:11) and a believer's glorified body as an 'eternal
house in the heavens' (2 Cor 5:1). In other descriptions the
word also refers to what will never end: 'the eternal
covenant' (Heb 13:20), 'eternal salvation' (5:9), 'eternal
redemption' (9:12) and 'eternal inheritance' (9:15). The
term speaks of eternal realities such as 'judgment' (6:2),
God's eternal power and Godhood (Rom 1:20). In other
contexts it refers to age-long events: eternal 'fire'
(Matthew 18:8; 25:41), 'punishment' (25:46), 'dominion'
(1 Tim 6:16), the unpardonable 'sin' (Mark 3:29), 'bonds'
that hold wicked angels in their sinful condition (Jude 6),
and the 'gospel' that will never cease to have relevance
(Rev 14:6). Every reality here denotes what continues. Such
a duration is distinct from something blotted out, gone,
put in the past forever. That gives additional confidence
about Paul's natural meaning as unending punishment when he
writes of 'eternal destruction [ruin]' in 2 Thess 1:9. The
destruction is a reality in which the unsaved are in a ruin
that continues to be their state while they go on enduring
the 'affliction' that God repays them in 2 Thess 1:6. Paul
says more about the nature of punishment - the exclusion
from the presence of Christ.
The penalty for the unsaved is being barred from
entrance into the blessing, not blotted out of
existence. They will continue to have their being
though shut out from welfare with God and with His
people, rejected from the blessing that the saved share
and the sphere in which they enjoy it. Paul's phrasing
is very naturally in harmony with Jesus' descriptions
of those God rejects. Access is denied them to the
state of blessedness, being pictured by a door that
shuts them out (Matt 8:11-12; Luke 13:23-30). It is
consistent in Matt 25:30 that a so-called but bogus
servant, not genuinely saved, cannot enter as others do
into the sphere of gladness and festivity (vv. 21, 23).
He, by contrast, is cast into 'outer darkness'. There,
rather, he undergoes distress in weeping and gnashing
of teeth (25:30). That Matthew 25:30 refers to an
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unsaved person is probable because:
(1) this fits best with Jesus' pattern in contrasts
between people in Matthew 24 & 25 (cf. 24:40-41 and
24:45-51 where the wicked 'servant' is cut in pieces [v.
51] and placed with the hypocrites and with
'unbelievers' [Luke 12:46]);
(2)'cast' to some other place normally refers to the
rejected (Matt 8:12; 13:42, 50; Luke 13:28, 30), So it
appears to be in other passages (Matt 8:12; 22:13).
Scripture nowhere supports a 'zone' of, 'darkness' for
the saved, whether in passages referring to a future
Millennium or to the eternal state. However, the
unsaved are banished into darkness (Jude 13). The
reasonableness of weeping relating to anguish of the
unsaved fits from Ps 112:10.
Paul's concept also harmonizes with the Apostle
John is descriptions, which contrast the estate in
which the unsaved exist with that which the redeemed
enjoy. The saved enjoy various aspects of blessing in
the New Jerusalem (Rev 21:3-7; 22:1-5). On the other
hand, the unsaved are not only excluded from such
blessing, they are rather in the 'lake of fire' (21:8).
Revelation 22:15, where the immediate context depicts
the blessedness of the redeemed, pointedly says that
the unsaved are 'outside' the eternal city in which the
only human heirs are Christ and all the saved (21:7).
As with Paul's idea of the rejected being barred from
inheritance privileges, so John draws a definite
distinction between these in the 'lake of fire' (21:8)
and people in the New Jerusalem who are sons,
overcomers, heirs (21:7). The text represents the
unsaved not as obliterated, but outside, still existing
but at a distance in another place suitable to them.
Paul and John alike introduce no question about their
being. The focus is on their having existence and God
excluding them from the destiny of the saved. The
statement does not indicate that they are extinguished.
Paul also agrees with Jesus and John in another detail.
The unsaved are consigned (cf. 'cast', Rev 20:15; 'away
from', 2 Thess 1:9) to their own separate destiny
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because they did not believe unto life (John 3:36 and
Rev 20:12-15; Rom 6:23). In addition, they are there as
a consistent order of things reflected in their not
having the dynamic of God's life producing fruit true
to His character. In Paul, the lack of a relationship
with God shows in produce of a sinful kind (Rom 6:21; 1
Cor 6:9-10; Gal 5:19-21). In John the same reality is
essentially the case (1 John 2:15-17). The unsaved are
marked by characteristics that are sinful (Rev 9:20;
21:8, 27;22:15). God judges those destined for
punishment as unfit to share in His blessedness due to
their names not being in 'the book of [eternal] life'
by grace through faith in receiving a gift (cf.
'without cost', 21:6; 22:17). It is also true that
their works in God's Divine record 'books' manifest
that they have not flowed from a true relationship with
Him (Rev 20:12-13; cf. 22:15). Paul concurs that having
the life that is a gift has a fruit of its own nature
(Rom 6:22), the fruit that grace Cf. Rev 14:9-11;
'second death' in 20:14-15 and 21:8; 22:15.33Cf. Rev
14:12-13; 'life' in 20:11-14; 21:1-7; 22:1-5, 14.34.
Locality is in view, with no inferences of being taken
out of existence, also Rev 21:27; 22:14, 19.36. Note
the Greek δέ that introduces 21:8, marking those of the
'lake of fire' off from those who in 21:7 are
overcomers, heirs, sons of God in the New Jerusalem.
For evidence that the terms in 21:7 describe all the
saved."
- Daniel K. K. Wong, 'The Johannine Concept of the
Overcomer' (Ph.D. dissertation, Dallas Theological
Seminary, Dallas, Tex., 1995.
In Revelation 21, vv. 1-2 refer to the place the
saved inhabit, v. 3 to God's presence with the saved
and their relation as His possession (cf. Eph 1:14;
4:30), v. 4 to the privileges in the blessed estate, v.
5 to the prospect of God's making all things new, v. 6
to the profile of God who pledges the blessing, v.6b to
the grace that assures a place there, v. 7 to the kind
of person who inhabits blessedness, then v. 8 to the
kind of people who do not populate bliss but are in the
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lake of fire, promotes, fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22
f.).
Absence of language for annihilation (Review:)
Like Jesus and other NT writers, Paul never uses
words for God's retribution that mean extinction. If
they thought that the unsaved would be blotted out,
they bypassed NT words that could have made that
pointedly clear.
(1) The word _ξαλείφω (exaleiph_) means 'to smear out,
to blot out, to obliterate, to expunge. Several times
it distinctly indicates a blotting out. Paul himself
uses it of God canceling or blotting out the
certificate of death against those who receive Christ
(Col 2:14). Luke writes of Peter's and John's appeal to
fellow Jews to repent that their sins might be 'wiped
away' (Acts 3:19). John uses the word three times of
Christ's promise not to 'blot out' names of overcomers
from His book of the saved (Rev 3:5) and of God's
wiping away every tear from the saved (7:17; 21:4). In
Revelation 7, John emphasizes that certain things are
no longer present with the saved in heaven: hunger,
thirst, the Sun's burning heat, and any hurt from heat.
In Revelation 21, the prospect that tears no longer
even exist in the blessed realm accompany other things:
death, mourning, crying, and pain that are not there.
Had Paul or any NT writer looked for an apt way to say
that punishment of the unsaved comes to the point of
their ceasing to exist, this word could express that.
But no NT author uses the term to make that point.
(2) Another word is σβέvvυμι (sbennumi, ìquenchî). It
occurs for quenching fire, as in Jesus' words drawn
from Isa 42:3 about the Messiah not extinguishing the
feeble who look to Him. Jesus conveys this in the
picture of snuffing a wick's flame, flickering dimly in
a lamp (Matt 12:20). The same word surfaces in Jesus'
parable of ten virgins. He pictures the lamps of the
foolish in the process of 'going out as the women are
frantic to coax light to join the coming bridegroom
(Matt 25:8). Mark 9:48 has the same word for the doomed;
the 'fire' punishing them will not be 'quenched'. The
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adjective form of the word σβεστoς (asbestos, 'not
quenched') represents the 'fire' of punishment not
being extinguished (Mark 9:43), when God burns up the
unsaved. These continue to exist in the 'lake of fire',
i.e., remain for the unsaved in their state of
punishment. In the New Jerusalem the conditions of woe
have no part. Κατακαύω means 'burn up'. It does not
imply that the unsaved are incinerated out of existence
as people. The punished still exist in Rev 22:15, and
the description of the smoke relating to their
punishment still continuing and their having no rest
continuously (Revelation 14) shows the same. Also, the
idea of ages-long (eonian) for what continues to exist
suggests their ongoing consciousness. The descriptions
of them point to their separation from the saved, not
their extermination. The fire is described as
unquenchable (Mark 9:43), also as eonian (Matt 8:18;
25:41). That fits with Paul's phrase 'eonian'
unquenchable fire as chaff (Matt 3:12; Luke
3:17).Ephesians 6:16 employs the term sbennumi for
believer's 'shield of faith' that quenches (putting out)
the fire of enemies' darts. And Paul urges believers
not to 'quench' the Spirit, i.e., not douse His work as
believer's minister to edify believers (1 Thess 5:19).
Paul and others in the NT never enlist the word to say
that the unsaved when punished are snuffed out. God
causes punishment itself to cease in the lake of fire.
A further word, παύω (pau_), is Paul's term for tongues
ceasing (whether there be tongues, they shall cease, 1
Cor 13:8). But Paul never says that punishmentor the
punished unsaved person ceases (until God destroys body
and soul Matthew 10:28) - everlasting' destruction' (2
Thess 1:9).
(3) Further terminology regarding the unsaved that is
absent from Paul and others in the NT is a phrase used
for the sea no longer existing, o_κ _στιv _τι (oukestin
eti, 'it is no longer', Rev 21:1). Paul might have
utilized the phrase to state that the punished come to
be present no longer if he thought annihilation were
true. John uses similar terminology for light from a
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lamp no longer being seen in Babylon after God has
judged it (Rev 18:23). Indeed, the word eti occurs six
times of things that no longer 'still' exist in regard
to Babylon (Rev 18:21-23). Again Paul, just as Jesus
and other NT writers, never sees fit to use such a
phrase to suggest that punishing the unsaved involves
their extinction.
Summary and Conclusion
Paul reflected a thorough commitment to and unity
with what his Lord taught in the gospels. Though he did
not go into as much detail as Jesus on punishment, the
words he selected most naturally have the same meaning.
In passages reviewed here, Paul was clear enough that
the destiny of the unsaved is of the same essence that
Jesus and John taught. The punishment is felt (Rom 2:89). It consists of a state of 'ruin', though not
deletion from existence (Rom 9:22; Phil 3:19), an
eternal destruction, most probably denoting it as
continuing, never ceasing. The unsaved themselves exist
eonally to bear it (2 Thess 1:8-9). In other passages,
Paul was also in accord with unending punishment, not
annihilation. The 'end', 'goal' or 'final outcome' that
the unsaved gravitate to is 'death' (Rom 6:21). Paul
did not conceive of this as ceasing to exist but as
reaching a finalized goal, a separation from God and
His blessing, the ultimate spiritual 'death' (followed
by the lake of fire) beyond the spiritual death that
is already the state of the unsaved. At the same time,
Paul agreed in essence with Jesus' and John's concept
that the unsaved in their final punishment still
exist, but are excluded from the realm of the saved.
They are ultimately in a situation God suits to their
own case. As the others, Paul expressed sharp
contrasts between the destiny of saved and unsaved,
e.g., 'death' contrasted with 'life', and
'destruction' in distinction to 'glory'. He also
phrased the destiny of the unredeemed as, negatively
viewed, not inheriting the realm of blessedness to
which the saved will be heirs (cf. Rom 8:17, 18-25;
Gal5:21). John also held this contrast about the
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inheritance (Rev 21:7), and immediately contrasted it
with the destiny of those who do not enter the
inheritance, the unsaved (v. 8). To be refused
inheritance is exclusion from the blessing that
accrues to all of the saved. For Paul, as for John, it
was not extinction of the very being. Paul, as also
others writing NT Scripture, never called on terms
that could distinctly suggest an elimination from
existence. The terms they do chose seem in their most
sensible meaning to point to the unsaved continuing to
exist, this in punishment that never stops. What Paul
writes reflected an outlook that is clear enough. Its
natural sense should not be softened to suit human
reasoning more easily or cast in doubt. Biblical
language firmly resists being construed to support
other views on the nature and duration of punishment.
Paul expected eternally ruin awaiting those who do not
receive the redemption the saved receive as God's
gift.Paul, having the heartbeat of his Lord, found
this conviction about destinies of saved and unsaved a
great prompt. It was a reality that led him
sacrificially to pray for others (Rom 10:1) and
proclaim the gospel with urgency (Rom 1:15-17; 2 Cor
5:14-21).
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1d8) The Unsaved will become ashes
If Sodom is an example to us of the fate of the
ungodly, then their becoming ashes must be the same
fate reserved for the resurrected lost - cremation.
Luke 17:29 But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom
it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed
[them] all.
Sodomites became ashes, Peter tells us the unsaved
will also become ashes, not tormented forever as is
erroneously taught. They eventually become ashes –
These cities were to be an example to all wicked men in
times to come, of the pains of that everlasting fire to
be inflicted on them in the lake of fire and brimstone.
The fact natural fires of the present age consume what they burn
does not mean the imagery of hell as an eternal fire is intended to teach the
annihilation of its inhabitants. In the first place, even natural fires of the
present age do not annihilate what they consume, extinguish its existence.
Rather, they ruin it by transforming it into ashes, something of no use or
value. But more importantly, the physics of earthly fires cannot be applied
to the metaphorical fire of the age to come.
The monument of this remains to this day, even the
Dead Sea. The valley of Siddim, where these five cities
stood in former times, was full of brimstone and salt
pits. This has since grown into a vast lake which,
because of the brimstone still floating in it, is
called Laces Asphaltitis or Lake of Brimstone and
because of the salt, Mare Salsum or the Salt Sea. The
five cities of the plain have been located and the
evidence is staggering. For the first time in modern
history there have been found round balls of brimstone,
or nearly pure sulfur, embedded in an ashen area near
the Dead Sea,
Peter is specifically referring here to what will
happen to the ungodly on judgment day when they are
thrown into the lake of fire. (Revelation 21:8) because
this will be the only time that all the ungodly will
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experience a fate comparable to the judgment of Sodom
and Gomorrah. If the incineration of Sodom and Gomorrah
is a true, trustworthy example of what will happen to
the ungodly, then we must conclude that the ungodly
will, in fact, be incinerated and if it is certain that
the Greek word apollumi definitely refers to
incineration in reference to the destruction of Sodom
and Gomorrah, then it naturally follows that apollumi
must also refer incineration in the incineration of
Sodom and Gomorrah.
The Bible explicitly teaches that the unsaved will be
“burned up” and burned to ashes
The Bible is very clear that the wicked do not
suffer forever and ever and ever. In the Bible we
repeatedly see that the wicked are destroyed*.
They will be burned up until they will be ashes under
the soles of one's feet, they will be no more, not be
endlessly tortured. Later in this document we will
cover numerous verses that support this fact.
* Annihilationists assert that the word "destruction"
(ὄλεθρος, oltheros) in the specified penalty means
annihilation, but that is a gratuitous assumption. It
is clear from other contexts that ὄλεθρος need not
imply annihilation. For example, it refers to land that
has lost its fruitfulness in Ezek. 6:14 and 14:16, to
cities and vineyards that will be destroyed militarily
in Jer. 48:8, 32 to separation of the soul from God and
bringing it near to idols in Testament, to the injury
done to another by one's mouth or tongue in Philo's De
mutation, to the loss of money through extravagance in
Josephus's Antiquities of the Jews,18:147, and to the
destruction of Jerusalem in Josephus's Wars of the Jews
4:104 and 7:112.
Consider again
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;
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"Consider the Greek word involved: olethros. The word need not mean "destruction"
in the sense of "extinction." In fact, leaving aside for the moment judgment texts, none of
the key terms usually has this meaning in the Old and New Testaments. Rather, they
usually refer to the situation of a person or object that has lost the essence of its nature or
function. This is the case even when the words are applied to physical death (as in, e.g., 1
Cor. 10:9, 10 [apollymi].. What is "destroyed" is "life as we know it in this world". whether
this implies extinction is not at all clear and can be decided only after the broader teaching
about life after death has been decided. But note that most evangelical annihilationists posit
that unbelievers exist for some time after death –so clearly they cannot argue that the
language of destruction when applied to physical death must mean extinction. The key
words for "destroy" and "destruction" can also refer to land that has lost its fruitfulness
(olethros in Ezek. 6:14; 14:16); to ointment that is poured out wastefully and to no apparent
purpose (apōleiain Matt. 26:8; Mark 14:4); to wineskins that can no longer function because
they have holes in them (apollymiin Matt. 9:17; Mark 2:22; Luke 5:37); to a coin that is
useless because it is "lost" (apollymiin Luke 15:9); or to the entire world that "perishes," as
an inhabited world, in the Flood (2Pet. 3:6). In none of these cases do the objects cease to
exist; they cease to be useful or to exist in their original, intended state. In other words,
these key terms appear to be used in a general [sense] much like we use the world
"destroy" in the sentence, "The tornado destroyed my house." The component parts of the
house did not cease to exist, but the entity "house," a structure that provides shelter for
human beings, ceased to exist.
That Paul does not intend "eternal destruction" in 2 Thess. 1:9 to refer to annihilation
is evident from the fact he "elaborates the meaning of 'eternal destruction' with the idea of
being separated from the presence of God." The second part of the sentence defines what
he means by the first part: "everlasting destruction," that is, separation from the Lord's
presence (for this phrase cf. Isa. 2:10, 19, 21, a judgment passage) and glory. In other
words, Paul's definition of "destruction" (cf. 1 Thess. 5:3) here is precisely the opposite of
his definition elsewhere of salvation as being with the Lord always (1 Thess. 4:17) and
sharing in God's glory (Rom. 8:17-18), 30; 2 Cor. 4:7; Phil. 3:21)."
The fact "eternal destruction" is described as eternal deprivation of the Lord's
favoring presence implies the eternal existence of those who are so deprived. Moo rightly
notes, "It makes little sense to describe people who have been annihilated as being
separate from the presence of God." McKnight comments: Eternal separation from God is
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the essence of God's punishment on the wicked, as eternal fellowship with God is the
essence of God's final deliverance of the faithful. But separation from God's presence must
be defined as nonfellowship, not annihilation. In other words, it could be argued that since
God is omnipresent, then banishment from his presence means extinction. It is more likely,
however, that Paul has in mind an irreversible verdict of nonfellowship with God. A person
exists but remains excluded from God's good presence.
Other texts could be cited in support of the historical view, but in our judgment, these
four are sufficient to render the annihilationist view untenable. It cannot be salvaged by the
claim the reference to God in Heb. 12:29 as a "consuming fire" proves that the fires of hell
annihilate those who are subject to them. Even natural fires of the present age do not
annihilate what they consume but rather ruin it by transforming it into ashes, something of
no use or value. In Lev. 6:10 the priest is instructed to remove what remains of the sacrifice
after it has been "consumed" (καταναλίσκω, same word in Heb. 12:29) by the fire. In the
letter of King Artaxerxes reported in Esther 8:12 he declares "Every city and country,
without exception, that does not do according to this by spear and fire shall be consumed
[καταναλίσκω]with wrath." He then indicates the effect of that consumption, making clear it
is not annihilation: "It shall be made not only impassable for people, but also most hostile to
wild animals and birds for all time."Similarly, in Zech. 9:4 the city of Tyre is promised to be
"consumed" by fire, which means it will be ruined, rendered useless or uninhabitable.
Nor can the annihilationist view be salvaged by appeal to Mat. 10:28, where Jesus
instructs the disciples not to fear those who kill (ἀποκτείνω) the body but cannot kill
(ἀποκτείνω) the soul but rather to fear him who can destroy (ἀπόλλυμι) both soul and body
in hell. The point is that succumbing to the pressure of persecutors who threaten death is a
foolish choice because their power is limited to killing the body, separating the soul from it,
whereas God is able to destroy both soul and body in hell, meaning he is able to punish in
hell forever the resurrected person in whom soul and body have been reunited. It makes no
sense to choose to avoid an earthly death at the price of enduring an eternal hell. As we
explained "destroy"(ἀπόλλυμι) can have a general sense of bring to ruin, which certainly fits
the misery of hell, the forfeiture of all that is worthwhile in human existence. Annihilationists
often insist that the Old Testament establishes their doctrine of annihilation, and then they
make that conviction with which they force the New Testament texts. But the Old
Testament texts they claim demonstrate the truth of their view are analyzed through their
partisan definitions and rarely deal with the final fate of the wicked. Rather, they refer to
God ending a wicked person's earthly life. That person perishes, vanishes, is cut off, etc.
from the earth, but he is not annihilated because he awaits the resurrection and final
judgment. The texts that do address the final end of the unsaved, Isa. 66:24 and Dan. 12:2,
are misinterpreted as supporting annihilation. Those texts provide a general image of the
eternal state, which is given greater clarity and detail in the New Testament depictions.
As for the claim that an eternal hell will mar the joy of the new heaven and new earth,
It is said that the joy of heaven will be marred by knowledge that some continue under
merited retribution. But this cannot be said of God, as if the expressing of his holiness in
retribution hurts him more than it hurts the offenders and since in heaven Christians will be
like God in character, loving what he loves and taking joy in all his self-manifestation,
including his justice, there is no reason to think that their joy will be impaired in this way."

-
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Christianity teaches:
That God condemns all those who have not repented and accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and
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Savior. Then after death, the condemned are sent to Hell, where they will be tormented forever
without end.

But Jesus Christ taught:
Absolutely nothing about eternal punishing in Hell. Instead, our Lord taught that those who
refuse to repent will be punished with an eternal unconscious death.

In English, if we say that we something has been
burned, it is not clear how severely it was burned.
Theism is not true with the Greek word meaning “to
burn”, namely kaio.
The Bible teaches that the unrighteous will be
burned up (katakaio-ed). That this is the normal,
consistent meaning of katakaio may be seen by its use
in the Bible. Here is some review and more new
examples:
Acts 19:19 Many of them also which used curious arts
brought their books together, and burned (katakaio)
them before all [men]: and they counted the price of
them, and found [it] fifty thousand [pieces] of silver.
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◄ 2618. katakaió ►
Strong's Concordance
katakaió: to burn up
Original Word: κατακαίω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: katakaió
Phonetic Spelling: (kat-ak-ah'-ee-o)
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Definition: to burn up
Usage: I burn up.
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
burn up
From kata and kaio; to burn down (to the ground), i.e.
Consume wholly -- burn
see GREEK kata
see GREEK kaio
Katakaio is not the only word used to emphasize
that the unrighteous will be burned up in judgment.
'Ashified' is from the Greek tefroo. In English we turn
some nouns into verbs. Just because we don’t turn “ash”
into a verb in English, doesn’t mean they can’t do it
in Greek. In fact, they do. The Greek word tefroo is a
verb derived from the noun that means “ashes”. Tefroo
means to “ashify”, or to put it into more normal English,
“to turn something into ashes”. This word is used only
once in the Bible. Peter uses it.
Why wouldhe use a
relatively rare word?
Review: Here’s what Peter wrote:
2Peter 2:6 And turning the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrha into ashes (tefroo) condemned [them] with an
overthrow, making [them] an ensample unto those that
after should live ungodly;

◄ 5077. tephroó ►
Strong's Concordance
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tephroó: to burn to ashes
Original Word: τεφρόω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: tephroó
Phonetic Spelling: (tef-ro'-o)
Definition: to burn to ashes
Usage: I reduce to ashes, destroy.
What should we expect to happen to the ungodly? We
expect them to be burned to ashes. This same truth is
that the ungodly will not be tortured forever as
conscious people, but will be completely burned to
ashes, is also taught using different words:
Malachi 4:3 And ye shall tread down the wicked; for
they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the
day that I shall do [this], saith the LORD of hosts.
Hebrews 10:26 For if we sin wilfully after that we
have received the knowledge of the truth, there
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,
The use of the words katakaio, tefroo, and similar
words is not at all consistent with believing in
eternal conscious torment. Are the ashes being
tormented? We already proved that Man does not have an
immortal soul to torment. The Biblical language is
entirely consistent with the Bible’s teaching that the
unsaved will perish (John 3:16), be destroyed in both
soul (self) and body (Matthew 10:28), and experience a
second death (Revelation 20:14) - They will be
resurrected only to suffer death again with their
bodies then burned in the lake of fire.
When the ungodly are thrown into Gehenna (the
second death - destruction of both body and soul (self),
→
Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and
the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have
their part in the lake which burneth with fire and
brimstone: which is the second death.
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→ they will not continue to exist forever as
conscious people. They will be completely consumed by
the fire and burned to ashes. Ashes, smoke, and dust
may remain, but not people.
Death, not eternal torment is the price that must
be paid, even if it's with the unsaved's own blood.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
" Romans 6:23 can be a reference to eternal death in the
case of a lost man."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Romans Commentary (The
Bible Believers Commentary Series)
The consequence for sin is death (Romans 6:23), not
burning forever. God's gift is eternal life, which is
very different from the penalty of sin. God says that
the "wages" of sin (what you "earn" for transgressing
God's law) is death. He does not say that the
unrepentant sinner will live eternally in some sort of
torment, but that he will die and be resurrected, only
to be cast into the lake of fire (the second death).
Psalms 37:38 But the transgressors shall be destroyed
together: the end of the wicked shall be cut off.
The wicked will be no more, they will be cut off,
they will perish. In fact, verse 38 says they will all
be destroyed together, in one place, at one time; But
the meek, those who wait on the LORD, will inherit the
earth and live forever.
The Bible says that those who are judged by God to
be hopelessly evil are going to burn, but not forever.
To repeat, those cast into the lake of fire will be
burned to death, the second death, after they had been
resurrected to physical life for judgment. They will be
burned to ash on that day (ashes don't burn either
alive or forever), after which it will be as though
they had never existed i.e. "it shall leave them
neither root nor branch":
Malachi 4:1 For, behold, the day cometh, that shall
burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that
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do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh
shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it
shall leave them neither root nor branch.
The effect of the judgment will be total, leaving neither root nor branch. Nothing will
escape the condemnation, as though one could retain anything of the old life that one
valued. The fact natural fires of the present age consume what they burn does not mean the
imagery of hell as an eternal fire is intended to teach the annihilation of its inhabitants. In
the first place, even natural fires of the present age do not annihilate what they consume,
extinguish its existence. Rather, they ruin it by transforming it into ashes, something of no
use or value. But more importantly, the physics of earthly fires cannot be applied to the
metaphorical fire of the age to come.
The faithful, on the other hand, those who revere God, will be blessed on that day.
The "Sun of righteousness," the metaphorical Sun that on that day will shine on those who
love God and therefore love righteousness, will rise and by its rays (wings) bring healing.
Merrill comments: "This beautiful metaphor describes the reversal of the curse of sin and
mortality by which the human race has been held in bondage."

- Malachi makes it extremely clear. The wicked will
become stubble. They will be ashes under the soles of
the feet of the righteous. In addition, we see again
that it will happen all at once: Because the Lord says
that the day is coming when the wicked will be burnt up,
they will be stubble.
'neither root nor branch' - The wicked will be without
Christ, who is referred to as the 'root' and the
'branch' in Scripture (Review).
Isaiah 11:10 And in that day there shall be a root of
Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people;
to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be
glorious.
Zechariah 3:8 Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou,
and thy fellows that sit before thee: for they [are]
men wondered at: for, behold, I will bring forth my
servant the BRANCH.
And we find that this burning has an end because
later on God promises that believers will trample the
wicked since they will be ashes under their feet. God
will not keep them burning forever, but He will finish
this work. God will burn them up in the lake of fire
(the second death (Revelation 21:8).
Malachi chapter 4 describes what will befall those
who persist in rejecting God and His ways. They will be
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completely burned up and reduced to ashes (verses 1,3),
a destruction during the reign of Christ (see also
Matthew 10:28). This truth may surprise those who
anticipate that the wicked will be tormented forever in
a fire that never goes out. In spite of its widespread
acceptance, that teaching doesn't come from the Bible.
We see from Malachi 4:1-3 and Mark 9:47-48 that any
human being thrown into the lake of fire will be
destroyed. He/she will perish. Their punishment will be
eternal. But they will not be tormented for Eternity.
It is the results that will be eternal.
Judgment by fire occurs when God destroys Sodom and
Gomorrah:
Genesis 19:24 Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon
Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven;
Genesis 19:25 And he overthrew those cities, and all
the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and
that which grew upon the ground.
- In Leviticus we read about the tragic case of Nadab
and Abihu, who, after disobeying the Lord’s command,
are consumed by fire from the presence of the Lord.
Webster's 1828 Dictionary = consume
1. To destroy, by separating the parts of a thing, by decomposition, as by fire, or
eating, devouring, and annihilating the form of a substance. Fire consumes wood,
coal, stubble; animals consume flesh and vegetables.
Leviticus 10:1 And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron,
took
Malachi also teaches that the wicked will be turned
into ashes, just as Peter stated above,
Malachi 4:3 And ye shall tread down the wicked; for
they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the
day that I shall do [this], saith the LORD of hosts.
On that Day, the relationship of the wicked and righteous, the faithless and faithful,
will be reversed. Those who appeared in their day to be the victors, those who dismissed
and mistreated the faithful of God, will be burned to ashes, whereas those who appeared to
be the conquered will be blessed in the judgment of God. They will be vindicated and
honored, and their enemies will be crushed and put to shame. This is the reversal that is
pictured in the faithful walking on the ashes of the wicked.
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Malachi makes it extremely clear. The wicked will
be stubble. They will be ashes under the soles of the
feet of the righteous. In addition, we see again that
it will happen all at once: Because the Lord says that
theday is coming when the wicked will be burnt up,
they will be stubble. And we find that this burning has
an end because later on God promises that believers
will trample the wicked since they will be ashes under
one'sfeet. He will not keep them burning forever, but
He will finish this work. God will burn them up.
Isaiah 47:14 Behold, they shall be as stubble; the
fire shall burn them; they shall not deliver themselves
from the power of the flame: [there shall] not [be] a
coal to warm at, [nor] fire to sit before it.
Isaiah, Peter and Malachi describe the fate of
unbelievers is for them to become ashes. Ashes that
will be looked upon with contempt or disgust (Isaiah
66:24). These are bodies and souls (of men that are
now destroyed. Believers, will look upon dead bodies in
Gehenna. They will see "carcasses" (Hebrew: pegerim
= dead bodies). Then believers will be permitted to
view them. They will be ashes by this time (Malachi
4:3) - cremated.
No doubt it will be terrible for the lost at
judgment time, but the traditional belief of eternal
torture is not found in these verses. Dead bodies
becoming ashes is what is written by Isaiah and spoken
by Jesus.
Death, not eternal torment is the price that must
be paid, even if it's with the unsaved's own blood.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
" Romans 6:23 can be a reference to eternal death in the
case of a lost man."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Romans Commentary (The
Bible Believers Commentary Series)
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No Annihilationism in the Old Testament
The traditional view that the wicked suffer
eternally makes little use of the Old Testament.
Defenders of the traditional view justify this on the
grounds that Old Testament authors weren’t concerned
with the afterlife. Annihilationists believe that this
approach is mistaken.
The Old Testament actually has a good deal to say
about the ultimate destiny of those who resist God.
Regarding the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah
Genesis 19:24 Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon
Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven;
Genesis 19:25 And he overthrew those cities, and all
the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and
that which grew upon the ground.
Peter specifically cites the destruction of Sodom
and Gomorrah as a pattern of how God judges the wicked.
TheLord turned the inhabitants of these cities “to
ashes” and “condemned them to extinction” thus making
them an example of what is coming to the ungodly (2
Pet. 2:6). Conversely, the Lord’s rescue of Lot sets a
pattern forhow the Lord will “rescue the godly from
trial” (2 Pet.2:9). We thus have a precedent set in the
New Testamentfor learning about the fate of the wicked
in the Old Testament. And what we learn is that they
are condemnedto extinction.
1d9)

DEATH DOES NOT IMPLY ANNIHILATION
The Hebrew Bible itself assumes that the dead are
simply dead — that their body lies in the grave and
there is no consciousness, ever again. It is true that
some poetic authors, for example in the Psalms, use the
term “Sheol” to describe a person’s new location. But
in most instances Sheol is simply a synonym for “tomb”
or “grave.” It’s not a place where someone actually
goes. And so, traditional Israelites did not believe in
life after death, only death after death. That is what
made death so mournful: nothing could make an afterlife
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existence sweet, since there was no life at all and
thus no family, friends, conversations, food, drink –
no communion even with God.
Ecclesiastes 9:5 For the living know that they shall
die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they
any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.
God would forget the person and the person could not
even worship. The most one could hope for was a good
and particularly long life here and now.
Jews began to change their view over time, although
it too never involved imagining a heaven or hell. About
two hundred years before Jesus, Jewish thinkers began
to believe that there had to be something beyond death
— a kind of justice to come. Jews had long believed
that God was lord of the entire world and all people,
both the living and the dead. But the problems with
that thinking were palpable: God’s own people Israel
continually, painfully and frustratingly suffered, from
natural disaster, political crises and most notably,
military defeat. If God loves his people and is
sovereign over all the world, why do his people
experience so much tragedy?
The Hebrew prophets never mentioned a place where
human beings would writhe in eternal torment, gnashing
their teeth forever. They never mentioned even the
slightest possibility of conscious suffering after
death.
Psalms 146:4 His breath goeth forth, he returneth to
his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.
This was written by David, not Solomon (who was
said to only understood 'everything under the Sun', not
things that were spiritual). David was a perfect type
of Christ.
The Sadducees, who controlled the Temple and the
Sanhedrin, strongly rejected the idea of an afterlife
and therefore dismissed the concept of resurrection as
heresy. They based their theology solely on the
writings of Moses (Genesis through Deuteronomy). Based
on these five books, they argued that there was no
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evidence in them of life after death or resurrection.
There are verses in the Hebrew Scriptures that clearly
teach life after death, and there are others that imply
resurrection. Concerning life after death, King David
certainly believed in it. When his son born of
Bathsheba died, David proclaimed that one day he would
go to be with his son. The Bible specifically says that
King David would be raised in the future to feed the
flock of Israel.
Ezekiel 34:23 And I will set up one shepherd over them, and
he shall feed them, [even] my servant David; he shall feed
them, and he shall be their shepherd.
“No doubt Millennium. When He wrote this David was dead, so
He's going to have to resurrect David from the dead and
David's coming back in the Millennium and he will be a ruler
over Israel. There seems to be a discrepancy here. David is
said to be their king in the Millennium, the king of Israel.
But Jesus Christ is also said to rule over Israel from the
throne of His father David in Luke 1. A way to work it out:
Zechariah 14:9 And the LORD shall be king over all the
earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name
one.
- Jesus Christ is said to be king over the earth. As
Christ runs the Earth David runs Israel. Therefore, there
will be two kings in Jerusalem: one to run the Earth:
Christ, one to run Israel: David. It’s no mistranslation.
All it says ab David was he's king over 'them' - Israel. It
says Christ is king over the whole earth (in that day) world. David reigns over Israel in the Millennium (37:24).
'shepherd' - He was a shepherd when God raised him up.
Dr.Estep
We want to discuss a couple of verses about death
that are commonly misunderstood.
2Corinthians 5:6 Therefore [we are] always confident,
knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are
absent from the Lord:
2Corinthians 5:7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)
2Corinthians 5:8 We are confident, [I say], and
willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be
present with the Lord,
Paul talking about “going to be with the Lord” (2
Cor. 5:6-8) at death and Jesus saying to the thief on
the cross 'today shalt thou be with me in paradise'
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(Luke 23:42-43),
Luke 23:42 And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me
when thou comets into thy kingdom.
Luke 23:43 And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto
thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.
because they think Jesus and Paul are talking about
being with the Lord consciously. If Jesus and Paul were
talking about being with the Lord consciously
immediately at death, they would not only be
contradicting their own words , but they would also be
contradicting the rest of Scripture. Because ...
1d9a) The Bible repeatedly tells us that death =

unconsciousness.
Ecclesiastes declares plainly that the dead know
nothing.
Ecclesiastes 9:5 For the living know that they shall
die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they
any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.
The Bible, including Jesus, Paul, and others
(including an angel of the Lord in Daniel 12:2)
repeatedly refers to death as “sleep”. When you’re
sleeping you’re unconscious. You “know nothing”.
Ecclesiastes 9:5 For the living know that they shall
die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they
any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.

Death is Unconscious: One can’t communicate with the dead
The Bible repeatedly tells us that death =
unconsciousness. Here are some more straightforward
statements of Scripture that tells what happens at
death. They directly contradict the common pagan ideas
about physical life and the afterlife and that dead
people are conscious.
Ecclesiastes 9:5 For the living know that they shall
die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they
any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.
As Ecclesiastes 9:5 plainly states, dead people are
unconscious. The human writers God inspired to write
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down Scripture would have naturally, automatically and
unconsciously used these same rules when writing down
Scripture and would have naturally, automatically and
unconsciously assumed their audience would follow those
same rules when interpreting what they said. (And every
person that is recorded speaking in Scripture must be
assumed to have been naturally, automatically and
unconsciously using these same common sense rules to
communicate and to have been assuming that their
audience would follow these rules when interpreting
what they said. Ecclesiastes 9:5 declares plainly, the
dead know nothing. The Bible, including Jesus, Paul,
and others (including an angel of the Lord in Daniel
12:2) repeatedly refers to death as “sleep”. When
you’re sleeping you’re unconscious. You know nothing.
Psalms 115:17 The dead praise not the LORD, neither
any that go down into silence.
Psalms 6:5 For in death [there is] no remembrance of
thee: in the grave who shall give thee thanks?
Psalms 146:4 His breath goeth forth, he returneth to
his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.
Ecclesiastes 9:10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do,
do [it] with thy might; for [there is] no work, nor
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave,
whither thou goest.
When you're sleeping you’re unconscious. You “know
nothing”. Simple. Here are some more direct, plain,
straightforward statements of Scripture that tell us
what happens at death. You will see that they directly
contradict the common modern “Christian” pagan/MiddleAges-inherited idea that death is conscious.
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There is no activity or planning or knowledge or wisdom
in Sheol (the unseen) where you are going.”–
Ecclesiastes 9:10
The dead do not praise the Lord, nor do any who go down
into silence.– Psalm 115:17
In death there is no remembrance of You. In Sheol (the
unseen), who is proclaiming you?” – Psalm 6:5
Mortal man...returns to the earth; in that very day his
thoughts perish. – Psalm 146:2-4.
These verses directly contradict the popular notion
that dead people are conscious.
According to the Scriptures we just quoted, dead
peopledo not praise God – they do not even remember
Him. Thatis because the day a man dies, his thoughts
die too. Hebecomes unconscious. The reason dead people
are silent,the reason they do not plan anything or know
anything or do anything, is because they are
unconscious. The Scriptures cannot be any clearer about
this.
So according to the above Scriptures dead people do
not praise God – they do not even remember Him. That is
because the day a man dies, his thoughts die too. He
becomes unconscious. The reason dead people are silent,
the reason they do not plan anything or know anything
or do anything, is because they are unconscious. The
Scriptures cannot be any clearer about this. These
verses directly contradict the popular notion that dead
people are conscious.
According to these Scriptures dead people do not
praise God – they do not even remember Him. That is
because the day a mandies, his thoughts die too. He
becomes unconscious. Thereason dead people are silent,
the reason they do not plan anything or know anything
or do anything, is because they are unconscious. The
Scriptures cannot beany clearer about this.
Amazingly, the clearest, most straightforward
statements in Scripture about what happens at death,
including the plain statements we quoted as well as
repeated references by Jesus, Paul, and an angel to
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death as sleep, are completely ignored by some. Instead
of looking at the overall testimony of Scripture and the
clearest statements in Scripture on the subject of
death, Some often take a couple of comments by Paul and
Jesus, and without studying other Bible passages
carefully to ascertain what Paul and Jesus truly meant,
read a pagan-originated idea (conscious death) into
those comments to make them mean something Jesus and
Paul didn’t mean at all. Jesus and Paul would never
contradict their own statements, nor would they
contradict the rest of the Word of God.
Every single statement and passage in Scripture
about death matches up perfectly with Solomon and
David’s straightforward statements about death. Upon
careful examination it is clear that they do not speak
of conscious death at all, but rather match up
perfectly with what Solomon and David said about death
– that it is unconscious.
"The New Testament does not Contradict Solomon and
David Concerning What Happens At Death – It Quotes Them.
Some try to casually dismiss Solomon and David’s
straightforward statements about unconscious death,
saying that Solomon and David did not really know what
they were talking about, and that due to “progressive
revelation” (God revealing more truth to people later
in history than people earlier in history), the New
Testament “corrects” or “clarifies” what Solomon and
David said about death. They claim that Solomon and
David only talked about what appears to happen at death
from the perspective of someone on earth, that they did
not have full information about death, and that the New
Testament makes it clear that death is conscious.
The first problem with this idea is that the New
Testament directly quotes Solomon and David regarding
what happens at death. A second problem with this idea
is that there is no proof that Solomon and David were
not making clear statements about death that are always
true; people sometimes point to the context of
Solomon’s statements where he uses the term “under the
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sun”, but David’s statements match up perfectly with
Solomon’s, and there is nothing in the context of
David’s statements regarding “under the sun.” A third
problem with this idea is that no one contests what
David and Solomon said about what happens to a human
being’s spirit at death, but then some people argue
with what David and Solomon said about the soul; how
could David and Solomon have been inspired and
knowledgeable enough to know exactly what happens to
the human spirit at death but not know what happens to
the human soul? And a fourth problem with this idea is
that not a single statement or passage in the Bible,
including the New Testament, can be used to prove that
death is conscious, but on careful examination every
single one matches up perfectly with Solomon and
David’s statements about unconscious death.
The New Testament quotes David twice in regards to
the specifics of what happened to Jesus’ soul and
spirit when He died (Lk. 23:46, Acts 2:27). In Luke
23:46, it is actually Jesus Himself who, the moment
before He died, directly quoted David about exactly
what would happen to His spirit at death (Lk. 23:46, Ps.
31:5)! Keep in mind, Solomon’s statements about death
match up perfectly with David’s statements quoted
concerning Jesus’ death. Compare Luke 23:46 and Psalm
31:5 with Ecclesiastes 12:7. Then compare Ecclesiastes
9:5 and 10 with Psalm 6:5, Psalm 115:17, Psalm 146:4,
Psalm 16:10 and Acts 2:27. It all matches up perfectly.
The New Testament and Jesus Himself confirm David and
Solomon’s specific statements about exactly what
happens to the spirit and the soul at death, by quoting
David’s specific statements.
The claim that David and Solomon were ignorant
about what happens at death is debunked by Scripture
itself. Solomon was the wisest man who ever lived
(other than Christ), a man who wrote three books of the
Bible. And David was a prophet who accurately foretold
many events without a single miss so far, of whom God
said,
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Psalms 89:35 Once have I sworn by my holiness that I
will not lie unto David.
The New Testament quotes him twice concerning
exactly what happened to Jesus’ soul and spirit at
death. To claim that these two giants of the Scriptures
need to be “corrected” by modern Christianity
concerning what happens at death is ridiculous. The New
Testament does not correct David regarding death, it
quotes him. And as we’ve seen, this validates Solomon’s
statements about death too, because they match up
perfectly with David’s.
Some people try to minimize Solomon’s statements
about death in Ecclesiastes, saying that the
perspective of the book of Ecclesiastes is that of what
happens “under the sun”, and therefore Solomon’s
statements about death in that book only refer to what
can be seen by humans living on earth. They claim the
book of Ecclesiastes was about what happens ‘under the
sun’ and therefore we are allowed to take any statement
he makes in that book about death, and discard it.”
Let’s examine the context of Solomon’s statements about
death in Ecclesiastes 9. Read the whole chapter and
indeed the whole book of Ecclesiastes, but here we will
quote a few pertinent portions of the context of
Solomon’s specific statements about death. 'There is an
evil in all that is done under the sun, that there is
one fate for all men...The living know they will die,
but the dead do not know anything, and they no longer
have a reward...Indeed their love, their hate and their
zeal have perished, and they will no longer have a
share in all that is done under the sun...Whatever your
hand finds to do, do it with all your might; for there
is no activity or planning or knowledge or wisdom in
sheol where you are going.' (Ecc. 9:3, 5-6, 10).
Let’s examine the context of Solomon’s statements about
death in Ecclesiastes 9. Read the whole chapter and
indeed the whole book of Ecclesiastes, but here we will
quote a few pertinent portions of the context of
Solomon’s specific statements about death.
'There is an evil in all that is done under the sun,
429

that there is one fate for all men...The living know
they will die, but the dead do not know anything, and
they no longer have a reward...Indeed their love, their
hate and their zeal have perished, and they will no
longer have a share in all that is done under the
sun...Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all
your might; for there is no activity or planning or
knowledge or wisdom in sheol where you are going.' (Ecc.
9:3, 5-6, 10).
If Solomon believed in conscious death or if he
did not know what happens to a human at death, then
why would he go into such extensive detail about how
dead people don’t know anything and their
love/hate/zeal perish in death? Why would he bother
to state that there is no
knowledge/wisdom/activity/planning in Sheol and go
into all sorts of detail about it, if he did not
actually know what happens in sheol, or if he
believed that there is knowledge and activity in
Sheol? Why would he lie about what he believed, or
make very specific and detailed statements from
ignorance? The only possible reason Solomon could
have made the statements he made about death is that
he knew exactly what he was talking about.
The entire book of Ecclesiastes, is observation of
life “under the sun” and commentary about it. But this
does not mean that Solomon believed in conscious death
or that he did not know what happens at death. If
Solomon believed in conscious death why wouldn’t he say,
“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your
might, because in the afterlife you will receive the
reward for your deeds during your life on earth”? But
he didn’t say that! He said,
Ecclesiastes 9:10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do,
do [it] with thy might; for [there is] no work, nor
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave,
whither thou goest.
In other words, do and enjoy what you can now while
you’re alive, because when you’re dead you won’t be
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able to do or enjoy anything. This matches up perfectly
with the apostle Paul’s description of dead heroes of
faith who “did not receive what was promised” and “will
not be made perfect apart from us (who are still alive)”
and submitted themselves to torture, etc. “in hopes of
a better resurrection” – not a better conscious death!
Hebrews 11:35 Women received their dead raised to life
again: and others were tortured, not accepting
deliverance; that they might obtain a better
resurrection:
Hebrews 11:36 And others had trial of [cruel] mockings
and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment:
Hebrews 11:37 They were stoned, they were sawn asunder,
were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered
about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute,
afflicted, tormented;
Hebrews 11:38 (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they
wandered in deserts, and [in] mountains, and [in] dens
and caves of the earth.
Hebrews 11:39 And these all, having obtained a good
report through faith, received not the promise:
Hebrews 11:40 God having provided some better thing
for us, that they without us should not be made perfect.
If you read the entire book of Ecclesiastes you
will see that its general perspective, its commentary
about life “under the sun”, is that life on Earth right
now appears to have a lot of injustice (sometimes evil
people get good rewards while righteous people don’t,
etc. and thus life right now amounts to futility or
meaninglessness, but dead people can’t do or enjoy
anything, so enjoy your life while you can (before you
die) and keep in mind that eventually God will judge
everyone for their deeds (see Ecc. 11:9, 12:13-14). How
could Solomon have been inspired/anointed/knowledgeable
enough to know that eventually God will judge everyone
for their deeds, yet not know what happens to a person
at death? How could he have been ignorant of what
happens at death when he prophetically predicted the
same event Revelation 20:11-13 predicts, and spoke
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specifically of what happens to the spirit at death in
exactly the same terms that David did in Psalm 31:5 and
Jesus did in Luke 23:46? No one dares to argue that
Solomon didn’t know what he was talking about
concerning what happens to a human being’s spirit at
death, so how can we argue that he didn’t know what
happens to a human being’s soul/consciousness at death?
This whole idea that Solomon, the author of large
portions of Scripture, didn’t know what he was talking
about concerning what happens to a human being at death,
is absurd. Especially when you consider that he made
several very specific statements about what happens at
death and about the future judgment of humanity that
are confirmed by David and the New Testament. Bottom
line is the “under the sun” perspective of the book of
Ecclesiastes by itself does not prove or disprove
anything whatsoever about what Solomon believed
concerning death. All of Solomon’s comments about life
“under the sun” make perfect sense when one assumes he
meant exactly what he said about death (that death is
unconscious, dead people do not know anything and are
unable to enjoy anything) and when one assumes that
when he talks about God judging the deeds of men in the
future, he is referring to the white throne judgment
(of resurrected people), not conscious death. Even
people who believe in conscious death must admit that
Scripture speaks only of the future judgment and reward
as occurring after the resurrection of people to life,
not during death – see Rev. 20:5, 11-13 and Hebrews
11:35-40. Which highlights a couple of the blatant
logical problems with the idea of conscious death: Why
would God need to resurrect Christians and Godly people
to life at the Rapture if we’re already hanging out
consciously with Him in heaven immediately upon death?
The fact that Ecclesiastes contains commentary about
life right now “under the sun”, does not in any way
prove that Solomon didn’t mean exactly what he said
about death. And in fact there are many statements in
Ecclesiastes that would make no sense whatsoever or
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would be outright lies if Solomon believed in conscious
death, and there are many statements that Solomon would
have no reason to make if he did not know exactly what
happens to a human soul and spirit at death. (For
example, why would Solomon dare or bother to say what
he says in Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10, and 12:7, if he did
not know these statements to be true, or if he believed
the opposite? When reading Ecclesiastes 12:7, keep in
mind that the Hebrew word for “breath” is the same as
the word for “spirit”, and keep in mind that David’s
statement in Psalm 31:5 perfectly corroborates
Ecclesiastes 12:7 and was quoted by Jesus about what
would happen to His spirit the moment He died. When
reading Ecclesiastes 9:5 and 10, keep in mind that
David’s statements in Psalm 6:5, Psalm 115:17, Psalm
146:4, and Psalm 16:10 perfectly corroborate it and the
New Testament quotes David regarding this in Acts 2:27.
People who claim that “the under the sun perspective of
Ecclesiastes proves that Solomon did not mean exactly
what he said about death” have no logical or Scriptural
basis. As we’ve already seen, it would be ridiculous to
claim that Solomon doesn’t mean exactly what he says
about death, because David, in the Psalms, confirms
Solomon’s specific statements about death in
Ecclesiastes and the New Testament confirms David’s
statements about death by quoting him twice in regards
to Jesus’ own death. David solidly confirmed what
Solomon said about death, and the New Testament quotes
David about this subject, so if Solomon was giving
“limited”, “incorrect” or “ignorant” statements about
death in Ecclesiastes that later needed to be corrected
and/or expanded upon, why do David, Jesus Himself, and
the apostle Peter confirm exactly what Solomon said in
Ecclesiastes about what happens to the soul and spirit
at death? (As you’ll see, everything Jesus and the
apostle Paul said about death matches up perfectly with
what David, Solomon, Jesus, and Peter said about death,
when you fill in the blanks of unclear statements with
Scripture itself rather than with pagan ideas inherited
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from the Middle Ages. It is not enough to simply cry
“progressive revelation” and “the scope of Ecclesiastes
is limited” and then carelessly discard Solomon’s
statements about death. Because David, Peter, and
Christ Himself clearly confirm Solomon’s statements
about death in Ecclesiastes (see Ecc. 9:5, 10 + Ps. 6:5,
+ Ps. 115:17 + Ps. 146:4 + Ps. 16:10 + Acts 2:27, and
Ecc. 12:7 + Ps. 31:5 + Lk. 23:46), we would have to
have solid proof elsewhere in Scripture that death is
conscious in order to discard Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10, and
12:7 as “incomplete” or “in need of
correction/clarification”. Needless to say, there is no
Scriptural proof that Solomon’s statements about death
should be discarded. (If we were able to find any, we’d
have the impossible problem of explaining why David and
Peter and Jesus Himself confirm Solomon’s specific
statements about what happens to the human soul and the
human spirit at death.) The Bible does not contradict
itself in this matter or show us any type of
“progressive revelation” about what happens at death,
but rather confirms David and Solomon’s statements
about death over and over again.
The bottom line is the New Testament and Christ
Himself confirm that Solomon and David understood death
perfectly, by quoting David concerning exactly what
happened to Christ’s own spirit and Christ’s own soul
at death. To discard or modify what these two giants of
Biblical history (the wisest man other than Christ who
ever lived, and a prophet/king, both of whom wrote
large portions of Scripture) say about death would
require solid proof elsewhere in Scripture. And there
is no proof in Scripture that their statements about
death were incorrect; the New Testament confirms their
statements about death by directly and specifically
quoting David in the case of what happened to Jesus’
own soul and Jesus’ own spirit at death and every
single statement about death in the Bible can be shown
to match up perfectly with Solomon and David’s
statements about it.
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The mistake many Middle-Ages/pagan-influenced
modern Christians make is that they completely ignore
the most straightforward statements about death in the
Bible (those made by Solomon and David and confirmed by
the New Testament’s quoting of David), and ignore the
fact that the New Testament directly quotes David
regarding Jesus’ own death, and instead artificially
superimpose their preconceived idea of conscious death
(the idea that Christians are consciously chatting with
Jesus the moment we die and everybody else is screaming
in hell the moment they die) upon a few Bible verses
that do not actually say that dead people or dead
Christians are conscious. We explain more thoroughly
the Scriptural definitions of “soul” and “spirit”, the
Scriptural difference between them, and what happens to
each at death according to clear statements in the
Bible. The modern Christian is easily confused when
reading certain Biblical passages about death because
they treat soul and spirit as if they are the same
thing; they do not understand the clear Scriptural
definition of each, and they do not understand the
clear Scriptural information about what happens to each
at death. The typical modern Christian has not been
taught the clear Scriptural difference between soul and
spirit and what happens to each at death and instead
has simply been swept along in the tide of vague
Middle-Ages inherited ideas about death that mash soul
and spirit together without clearly defining them. The
fact that at death the spirit “returns to God who gave
it” unconsciously (unconscious without a body to
express consciousness/soul through) is plainly taught
by Solomon in Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10 and 12:7, and
corroborated by David in Psalm 6:5, 115:17, and 146:4
along with the New Testament quoting David about Jesus’
death in Luke 23:46 and Acts 2:27. After reading these
passages that match up with each other perfectly, it
becomes obvious that to claim that your spirit goes to
God consciously when you die would require calling
David and Solomon along with Jesus and Peter (who
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quoted David) liars.
This confusion among modern Christians about going
to God when we die – the difficulty in grasping the
idea of our spirit going to God unconsciously – is a
case of a disconnect in culture and assumed knowledge
(preconceived ideas, knowledge assumed to be correct or
obvious) between modern thought and the biblical
writers and their audiences thousands of years ago.
This disconnect has been caused by the paganism of the
Middle Ages and its artificial melding of pagan ideas
with Christian ones. The typical modern Christian
thinks, “It’s weird and different and strange to think
of my spirit going to be with God unconsciously at
death. But it was not weird or strange for Godly people
in Bible times to think about becoming unconscious in
death. It was assumed, because this is what Solomon,
David, Jesus, Peter, and Paul clearly taught. So when
modern Christians read a certain passage in the New
Testament that does not have full or complete
information about what happens at death and is not
clear in and of itself regarding all the details of
what happens to soul and spirit at death (say for
example where Jesus or Paul talk about being with God
at death) and the passage itself does not specifically
state whether the person who goes to be with God at
death goes there unconsciously (their spirit
unconscious apart from a body according to Ecc. 9:5, 10,
12:7, Ps. 6:5, 115:17, 146:4, Acts 2:27, & Lk. 23:46)
or consciously, modern Christians instantly and
automatically start superimposing their taught,
inherited idea upon the passage: “I’m going to
be with Jesus the instant I die.” But a Godly
person in Bible times never would have thought
that way, because they had not learned to
think that way from Middle-Ages- paganism. The
only teachings about death Israelite people
and Christian believers in Bible times had was
Solomon and David and the Old Testament’s
clear teachings about it, and Jesus’, Peter’s,
and Paul’s confirmations of what Solomon and
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David said. Back then,Middle-Ages paganism had
not muddied the waters yet, so there was no
need for the Biblical writers to add all sorts
of clarifications to passages that talk about
being with God immediately at death. The
Israelite audience back then just assumed that
what they had always been taught about death
(death is unconscious and at death the spirit
returns to God unconsciously while the soul –
the consciousness – goes to the
“sheol/hades/the-unseen "according to Solomon
and David)was true. So when Jesus and Paul said
something about being with God at death, they
knew that their audience understood them and
that what they were saying matched up
perfectly with Solomon and David; they and
their audience assumed a person’s spirit goes
to be with God unconsciously...But the modern
Christian has been taught to ignore Solomon and
David and go with the pagan idea of conscious
death. So the modern Christian assumes
something completely different about any
passage where it’s not clearly stated whether
the person is with God consciously or
unconsciously, than an ancient Godly person in
Bible times would have. Thisis why I have to
take a bit of time to unravel the confusion.
It’s worth taking the time to explain it in
detail, because the idea of our spirit going to
be withGod unconsciously at death, although
clearly stated by Solomon and David and
corroborated perfectly by (and never disproved
by) every single passage in the Bible about
death, sounds weird and different to a modern
Christian. Really, it all comes down to one
basic question: Are we going to discard what
Solomon and
David said about death and superimpose our Middle-AgesCatholic-inherited idea of what happens at death upon
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certain Bible passages that aren’t clear in and of
themselves, or are we going to superimpose the clear
statements of Solomon and David (corroborated by Jesus
and Peter who quoted David) upon those unclear passages?
The Bible teaches that the normal state of a human
being in death is unconsciousness and in fact every
single one of those passages perfectly corroborates
Solomon and David’s statements about unconscious death.
The Bible abundantly states that the normal state of
human beings in death is unconsciousness.
All those involved in the debate of afterlife
issues understand that hell is called the second death,
and that a person’s soul is said to die in hell. But
what does the word death actually mean? Those who
advocate annihilationism have put forth the idea that
the word death must mean “to go out of existence.”
Along these lines, Smith wrote:
Those whose names are found written in the book of
life will inherit life with God forever. For those
whose names are missing, there is no lasting life
whatsoever, tormented or otherwise. Only death. The
second and final death.... As the greater weight of
scriptural evidence indicates, the only option is
eternal life versus eternal death."
- Blessed existence versus non-existence (pp.
189,190).
From statements peppered throughout his book, and
especially from the final two parallel sentences in
this quotation, it is obvious that Smith defines the
word death as nonexistence. In truth, however, the
concept of death as used in the Bible does not mean
non-existence.
Even after looking at these several biblical
examples, some annihilationists might continue to argue
that physical death still means “nonexistence”, because
those who die no longer exist in the physical world.
But notice what the Bible describes as dead — the body.
James stated that “the body without the spirit is dead.”
Paul presents very clearly in 1 Timothy 5:6 the
438

concept that Concerning such a widow, he wrote:
1Timothy 5:6 But she that liveth in pleasure is dead
while she liveth.
As is the case throughout the New Testament,
individuals who live in sin are considered spiritually
dead. They are referred to as dead by the Holy Spirit
because they have separated themselves from God via
their sin. The sinning widow continued to exist
physically, and her soul continued to exist, yet she
was called dead. The biblical picture of spiritual
death is not one of nonexistence, but one of a
miserable existence separated from God.
The opposite of death is “life” (zoe). As we have
seen from numerous passages, one way that the word life
is used in the Bible is to describe the state in which
the physical body is joined or connected to the soul of
a person. Furthermore, spiritual life, the opposite of
spiritual death, is used in the New Testament to
describe the condition in which a separated soul is
brought back to, and joined with, its Creator. Paul
described this condition when he wrote:
Colossians 1:21 And you, that were sometime alienated
and enemies in [your] mind by wicked works, yet now
hath he reconciled
Colossians 1:22 In the body of his flesh through death,
to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable
in his sight:
Sin alienates a person from God and leads to
spiritual death. God, through Christ, allows those dead,
separated souls to be cleansed of that sin and have
spiritual life, which reconciles them to Him. That is
why John wrote:
1John 5:12 He that hath the Son hath life; [and] he
that hath not the Son of God hath not life.
It is evident, then, from a close look at the
Scriptures that the word death does not mean a state of
nonexistence — either in the physical realm or the
spiritual realm. The Bible describes bodies that were
dead, yet still very much in existence. The inspired
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record describes individuals who were spiritually dead,
yet existing in that dead condition nonetheless. The
misguided ploy to define “the second death” (Revelation
20:11; 20:6,14; 21:8) as a state of nonexistence is
merely a failed attempt to avoid the actual meaning of
the biblical text. The second death describes nothing
more (or less) than the total separation of wicked,
unsaved souls from the God Who created them.
Of all those wicked people who will ask “in that day”
(i.e., the Day of Judgment),
Matthew 7:22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord,
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy
name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many
wonderful works?
Jesus, the righteous Judge (John 5:22; 2 Timothy
4:8), will declare (sentencing them to a second death),
Matthew 7:23 And then will I profess unto them, I
never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.
Those evil people who neglect the needy, He will say,
“Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire
prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matthew 25:41).
“Eternal destruction” awaits those who are cast
away “from the presence of the Lord and from the glory
of His power” (2 Thessalonians 1:9). As both Jesus and
the apostle Paul declared, the second death is not
annihilation, but eternal separation “from the presence
of the Lord.” Death in no way implies a state of
nonexistence.
John 3:16 contrasts “two qualitatively different
types of existence, one involving a loving communion
with God and another lacking it (a state of ‘ruin’).”
So either a person receives eternal life, or they
perish. They die. They are not burned alive forever,
they just perish. Douglas Moo echoes these statements
when he concludes after examining the terms in Paul
that “In none of these cases do the objects cease to
exist; they cease to be useful or to exist in their
original, intended state.” As a final example, note
Charles Hodge’s understanding of the biblical concept
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of destruction:
"To destroy is to ruin. The nature of that ruin
depends on the nature of the subject of which it is
predicated. A thing is ruined when it is rendered unfit
for use; when it is in such a state that it can no
longer answer the end for which it was designed."
<https://apologeticspress.org/apcontent.aspx?category=11&article=1475 existence.>

Review:
* Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
(KJV)
Greek :
Matthew 10:28 καὶ μὴ φοβηθῆτε ἀπὸ τῶν ἀποκτεινόντων τὸ
σῶμα τὴν δὲ ψυχὴν μὴ δυναμένων ἀποκτεῖναι: φοβεῖσθε δὲ
μᾶλλον τὸν δυνάμενον καὶ ψυχὴν καὶ σῶμα ἀπολέσαι ἐν
γεέννῃ.
geene (Gehenna)
 as "Self, Person - Self is the
person with Soul, whereas the Soul is the life part - the awareness/consciousness in the person. .
Soul is regarded as an immaterial aspect within the body of the human. A person’s soul is
relatively equivalent to their self-consciousness. It is the centre that controls emotion, willpower,
reason, thought, desires and personality. It is the psychological component of what effectively
makes up ‘you’
" “Soul” refers to consciousness. Soul, Biblically, is the ability to interact with your
environment, to feel, etc. – to be conscious. For example, the Bible says that animals have
souls, but not spirits. Genesis 1:30, referring to animals, says, “every living thing in which is a
living soul”. This is because even animals have consciousness and the ability to interact with
their environment. So we see that in Scripture, “soul” refers to conscious experience. A human
being is conscious (becomes a “living soul”) only when a spirit from God is united with a working
physical body – see Genesis 2:7.

Matthew 10:28is universally misunderstood because the meaning of the word translated
“soul” has been lost. Christ’s statement is demystified once the term is properly defined

Veneration of God (Matthew 10:28)
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell
The second fear has to do with those who kill the body.
The harm they do is only temporary. We should instead
fear Him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.
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Fear is used here in two senses. The first has to do
with fright and terror, while the second has to do with
awe and veneration.
There may be a price to pay for speaking God’s truth in
the light and proclaiming it from the housetops. There
are many today who kill the body of those who proclaim
Christ. Such people, however, and even Satan himself,
cannot to kill the soul.
Physical death is the full extent of the harm they
can bring Christians; they cannot touch the soul, the
blue print of a person. Even the bodies they destroy
will one day be resurrected and become imperishable (1
Cor. 15:42).
It should be made clear that destroy does not here mean
annihilation. The lost will not cease to exist, but in
their resurrected bodies:
·
That which is eternal cannot be that which is
annihilated. That which is annihilated ceases to exist.
The word behind destroy (appolumi) does not convey the
notion of extinction but of great loss or ruin.
Ultimately people will be given what they always
wanted: nothing to do with God. Unfortunately, the
circumstances of this wish will be tragic.
Jesus’ point here is that the only fear a believer
should have is of Him who can destroy both soul and
body in hell; and only God can do that. In the last
days Satan himself will be cast into hell, which is the
Lord’s domain, not Satan’s.
The Word “Hell” here (geenna, Gk.) is the N.T. word
used for the place of eschatological punishment (5:29,
30; 10:28; Mark 9:43, 45, 47; Luke 12:5). The word is
transliterated Gehenna from the Hebrew ge-hinnom,
“Valley of Hinnom,” a deep depression south of
Jerusalem where Kings Ahaz (2 Chr. 28:3) and Manasseh
(2 Chr. 33:6) offered child sacrifices to the pagan god
Molech. Declared unclean by Josiah (2 Kin. 23:10), it
became the place to burn refuse and to dispose of
corpses (Is. 66:24; Jer. 31:40). O.T. prophets
proclaimed oracles of doom on it, and ge-hinnom became
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a symbol of final judgment (Is. 31:9; Jer. 7:31, 32;
19:6). It is a place of eternal and unquenchable fire
(3:12; Mark 9:43), a lake of fire and brimstone (Rev.
20:10, 14, 15), an eternal fire (18:8, 9; 25:41), a
furnace of fire (13:42), an outer darkness (8:12; 22:13;
25:30), and an eternal punishment (25:46). God has
power to cast both body and soul into hell (cf. also
Luke 12:5). (Believer's Study Bible. 1997, c1995. C1991
Criswell Center for Biblical Studies. (electronic ed.)
(Mt 10:28). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.)
But this fear we are to have of God is not that of
terror or fright, but of reverential awe and honor.
·
We should not be anxious about the Threats of Man
but more concerned about the wrath of God.
Proverbs 9:10 The fear of the LORD [is] the beginning
of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy [is]
understanding.
The faithful disciple values his soul immeasurably
more than he values his body, and he will gladly
sacrifice that which is only physical and corruptible
for the sake of that which is spiritual and
incorruptible.
·
We should not be anxious about the threats of Man
because they cannot kill your soul, only your body.
We are not to be anxious and afraid for our:
A) Vindication by God (Matthew 10:26-27)
B) Veneration of God (Matthew 10:28)
No man can destroy both the physical body and the
soul (life). However, God can. On another occasion,
Christ stated the same thing:
Luke 12:4 And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid
of them that kill the body, and after that have no more
that they can do.
Luke 12:5 But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear:
Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power to cast
into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him.
Men can destroy one’s physical life. But this is
only the first death (Heb. 9:27).
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However, God has the power both to grant life and
to temporarily or permanently remove it. Just as He has
the ability to raise back to life those killed by men,
He also has the power to take life in a manner no human
being can. If He deems a person unworthy to be in His
kingdom, He will condemn that person to be totally
destroyed in the lake of fire, which is the second
death. There will be no resurrection for those in the
lake of fire (Rev. 20:14-15; Mal. 4:10). Both the body
and life (soul) of anyone who refuses to repent of his
sins will be destroyed forever. The word “life” in
Leviticus 17:11 is translated from the same Hebrew word
for “soul.” An equally correct way to read this verse
is the following: “For the soul of the flesh is in the
blood.” Christ gave His life (the Greek word psuche )

as a ransom for mankind (Mark 10:45) by pouring out His
soul (his life’s blood) as payment for our sins (Isa.
53:12). As previously stated, “soul” refers to the
life of an animal or person.
No man can destroy both the physical body and the
soul (life). However, God can. On another occasion,
Christ stated the same thing: “And I say to you, My
friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body,
and after that have no more that they can do. But I
will show you whom you should fear: Fear Him who, after
He has killed, has power to cast into hell [the lake of
fire — the second, final death]” (Luke 12:4-5). Men can
destroy one’s physical life. But this is only the first
death (Heb. 9:27).
<https://rcg.org/questions/p046.a.html>

This is a description of God, and of his power, who
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is able to do that which men are not: all that they can
do, by divine permission, is to kill the body; but he
is able to "destroy", that is, to torment and punish
both body and soul "in hell", in everlasting burnings;
for neither soul nor body will be annihilated; though
this he is able to do.
https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/gills-exposition-of-the-bible/matthew10-28.html

Painful
The resurrected bodies of the unrighteous will be
susceptible to pain, together with whatever “conscience”
and “memory” torments they will experience The
resplendent bodies of the godly will stand in bold
contrast to the ominously dark countenances of the
wretched. For the ungodly there will be no “celestial”
or “glorified” body:
1Corinthians 15:40 [There are] also celestial bodies,
and bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial
[is] one, and the [glory] of the terrestrial [is]
another.
1Corinthians 15:43 It is sown in dishonour; it is
raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised
in power:
Romans 8:23 And not only [they], but ourselves also,
which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we
ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the
adoption, [to wit], the redemption of our body.
God can destroy the physical body and the soul
(life). Matthew 10:28 tells us that no man can do both.
Man can destroy a physical life, but that results
only in the first death (Hebrews 9:27).
Hebrews 9:27 And as it is appointed unto men once to
die, but after this the judgment:
God, on the other hand, has the power both to
impart life and to take it away, either temporarily or
forever. He can resurrect those whom men have killed.
He can also kill in a way no man can. If God judges a
person to be unworthy of His Kingdom, that person will
be thrown into the Lake of Fire to be utterly consumed.
This is the second death, from which there can be no
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resurrection (Revelation 20:14-15; Malachi 4:1). The
body and life (soul) of the unrepentant will be
destroyed forever.
Literal Verse:
"And you don't want to be terrified by the ones
destroying the body: the self, however, not having
power themselves to destroy. Be frightened, however,
more by the one having the power not only a self but
also a body to destroy in Gehenna."
How forlorn the lost will be as they contemplate
their disenfranchised state, when Christ raises his
people to a body fashioned like unto his glorious body:
Philippians 3:21 Who shall change our vile body, that
it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body,
according to the working whereby he is able even to
subdue all things unto himself.
1. DANIEL 12:2 AND 2 KINGS 4:31 ALONG WITH THE HELP OF
OTHER VERSES DECLARE THAT THE UNSAVED SAVED MUST “AWAKE”
TO CONSCIOUSNESS IN THEIR BODIES AT JUDGMENT DAY.

The Sleep of Death
Death is a sleep. The New Testament speaks of them “that are fallen asleep in Jesus” (1 Thes.
4:14). The term “sleep” is used in the Scriptures to describe the state of the body in death.
Only the body of man sleeps in death. This is revealed in Daniel 12:2 where the dead are
described as those who “sleep in the dust of the earth.” Here, it is obvious that:
1. The part of man that is placed in the dust of the earth is that which sleeps.
2. But it is man’s body that is placed in the earth.
3. Thus, it is the body that sleeps in death, not the spirit.
4. In the New Testament the word “asleep” is the Greek koimaomai, which is from keimai,
literally meaning “to lie down.” The Greeks used the word koimeterion of a place
where traveling strangers could stop for sleep (i.e. an inn). From that word derives our
term “cemetery,” a place where the bodies of the dead lie sleeping.
5. Some scholars suggest that the use of “sleep” for death conveys this idea:
“[A]s the sleeper does not cease to exist while his body sleeps, so the dead person
continues to exist despite his absence from the region in which those who remain can
communicate with him, and that, as sleep is known to be temporary, so the death of the
body will be found to be” (Vine & Hogg 1997, 95).
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Daniel 12:2 And many of them that sleep in the dust of
the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and
some to shame [and] everlasting contempt.

Paul speaks of the earthly house of our tabernacle
being dissolved by death (2 Cor. 5:1). The Greek term
for “dissolved” is kataluo, literally meaning to “loose
down,” a vivid expression for fleshly decomposition. It
is sad that some refuse to acknowledge the fate of the
body, spending vast sums of money in attempting to
preserve their mortal remains in hope of resuscitation.
In spite of claims to the contrary, physical
immortality will never be achieved by the medical
profession.
Death is a departure. Death occurs when the spirit
leaves the body (Jas. 2:26). When Dorcas died,
Christian widows stood near her body and showed the
garments she had made “while she was with them” (Acts
9:39). Her body was there, but “she” (i.e., her spirit
or personality) was gone!
Paul thought of death as a departure (Phil. 1:23).
Interestingly, the apostle here uses the term analuo
(loosed up). At death, though the body is “loosed down”
(see above on 2 Cor. 5:1), the spirit of man is “loosed
up.” When Lazarus died, his spirit “was carried away by
the angels into Abraham’s bosom” (Lk. 16:22).
Another interesting word that reveals death as a
journey is the term 'exodus'. On the mount of
transfiguration, the Lord talked of his impending
“decease” (Greek exodos, Lk. 9:31),
Luke 9:31 Who appeared in glory, and spake of his
decease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem.
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◄ 1841. exodos ►
Strong's Concordance
exodos: a departure
Original Word: ἔξοδος, ου, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: exodos
Phonetic Spelling: (ex'-od-os)
Definition: a departure
Usage: (a) an exit, going out, departure from a place; the exodus, (b) death.
and Peter wanted his brethren to remember his words after his “departure” (Grk. exodus, 2 Pet.
1:15). This is the very word used of the Israelites’ departure from Egypt (cf. Heb. 11:22, and the
title of the Book of Exodus in the Septuagint). As the Hebrews continued to consciously exist
while passing from Egypt into the wilderness of Sinai, even so, we continue to consciously
exist when our departure is made from earthly regions to the realm of disembodied spirits.

Blissful Reunions
Death is a reunion with righteous loved ones. It is
written of the patriarch Abraham,
Genesis 25:8 Then Abraham gave up the ghost, and died
in a good old age, an old man, and full [of years]; and
was gathered to his people.
This cannot refer to the interment of Abraham’s
body. He was buried near Mamre in Palestine. Yet his
ancestors had been entombed hundreds of miles away in
distant lands!
The expressions “gathered to his people,” and
“going to his fathers” (Judg. 2:10), are constantly
distinguished from being buried and denote reunion with
loved ones in Sheol, the sphere of departed spirits
(Keil & Delitzsch 1980, 263).
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When Jesus suggested that many would sit down with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven (Mt.
8:11), he certainly implied a reunion among those three.
<https://www.christiancourier.com/articles/1329-the-resurrection-of-the-wicked>
Jackson, Wayne. "The Biblical View of Death." ChristianCourier.com. Access date: October 18, 2020.
https://www.christiancourier.com/articles/850-the-biblical-view-of-death

Jesus alluded to Isaiah 66:24 in describing Gehenna
as a place “where their maggot does not die and the
fire is not put out.” That the picture here is not one
of torture but, rather of complete destruction is
evident from the fact that the Isaiah text dealt, not
with persons who were alive, but with “the carcases of
the men" that were transgressing against God.
When criminals judicially died their bodies were
burned. The inhabitants of and visitors to Jerusalem
could walk outside the city and see the great crematory.
There evidently were so many bodies that some begin to
decay and breed worms before they can be burned. These
fires were not quenched till they fully accomplished
God's judgment. The fires spoken of in Jeremiah 17:4
and 17:27 were to burn up Jerusalem completely at the
time of Nebuchadnezzar, which they did: they were not
quenched till they fully accomplished the judgment that
was prophesied either.
As we have shown, the references to Gehenna do not
mean "hell" at all, for they refer to natural fire and
to natural bodies burned in the Valley of Hinnom
outside of Jerusalem. These passages are not referring
to a hell. They should always be translated "Gehenna."
The fire of Gehenna was natural fire; and the bodies
were bodies of flesh; and the inhabitants that will see
them will be alive on the Earth. It will take another
kind of fire than natural fire to torment Satan and his
associates. It will not be an earthly one. Notice that
the text in Mark 9:43,48 has the same words as Isaiah
66:24, and refers to the same time and place.
In fact, when Jesus spoke of “Gehenna”, it was
literally a place of continuous fire as Jerusalem’s
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defacto trash dump in which fires would constantly burn
away whatever was not wanted inside of the city. Any
type of filth, including human cadavers were thrown
into this dump to burn away. One can understand Jesus’
simple teaching. Things thrown into Gehenna were
destroyed. The wicked will be thrown there at the time
of Judgment, so they would be destroyed too. If Jesus
were trying to teach that the wicked would burn
'forever', then he would have had to add that detail to
his teaching about Gehenna, but he never did. The
reason is simple and biblical: the unsaved do not burn
forever, but like the garbage in the Valley of Hinnom,
are totally destroyed.
Archaeological evidence suggest the valley was a
sewage dump during the time of Jesus, but regardless of
its literal usage, we know with certainty that the
place itself was historically associated with death and
fire. When Jesus refers to Gehenna as “where their worm
does not die, and the fire is not quenched” in Mark 9,
He is making a clear connection to the valley’s
historic past, using the language of Isaiah 66:24.
Let’s look at what Jesus says about Gehenna.
Matthew 5:30 And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it
off, and cast [it] from thee: for it is profitable for
thee that one of thy members should perish, and not
[that] thy whole body should be cast into hell*.
*Gehenna
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Remember that dead bodies were literally thrown
into this dump during the time of Isaiah and would be
again just 40 years after Jesus spoke these words, when
the Romans besieged and destroyed Jerusalem in 70 AD.
Rather than discussing the afterlife, Jesus is using a
well-known landmark to illustrate how significant and
pervasive the destruction of sin is.
Jesus is using the most disgusting location in
Jerusalem to illustrate how destructive sin is and to
encourage his audience to overcome it now, so they
could freely enjoy abundant life instead of falling
into self-destructive patterns. He's saying that evil
from one body part corrupts the whole body. Jesus’ same
teaching on cutting off body parts accounts for 6 of
the 12 Gospel mentions of Gehenna because the story is
repeated several times in the Gospels. The James 3:6
reference is the 7th, but speaking of sin isn’t the
only way Jesus used Gehenna to make a point.
Dr. Thayer significantly remarks regarding
Gehenna:
"The Savior and James are the only persons in all the New Testament who
use the word. John Baptist, who preached to the most wicked of men did not
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use it once. Paul wrote fourteen epistles and yet never once mentions it.
Peter does not name it, nor Jude; and John, who wrote the gospel, three
epistles, and the Book of Revelations, never employs it in a single instance.
Now if Gehenna or Hell really reveals the terrible fact of endless woe, how
can we account for this strange silence? How is it possible, if they knew its
meaning and believed it a part of Christ's teaching that they should not have
used it a hundred or a thousand times, instead of never using it at all;
especially when we consider the infinite interests involved? The Book of
Acts contains the record of the apostolic preaching, and the history of the
first planting of the church among the Jews and Gentiles, and embraces a
period of thirty years from the ascension of Christ. In all this history, in all
this preaching of the disciples and apostles of Jesus there is no mention of
Gehenna. In thirty years of missionary effort these men of God, addressing
people of all characters and nations never under any circumstances threaten
them with the torments of Gehenna or allude to it in the most distant manner!
In the face of such a fact as this can any man believe that Gehenna
signifies endless punishment and that this is part of divine revelation, a
part of the Gospel message to the world? These considerations show
how impossible it is to establish the doctrine in review on the word
Gehenna. All the facts are against the supposition that the term was used by
Christ or his disciples in the sense of endless punishment. There is not the
least hint of any such meaning attached to it, nor the slightest preparatory
notice that any such new revelation was to be looked for in this old familiar
word."
"All the facts are against the supposition that the
term [Gehenna] was used by Christ or his disciples in
the sense of endless punishment. There is not the least
hint of any such meaning attached to it, nor the
slightest preparatory notice that any such new
revelation was to be looked for in this old familiar
word."
<http://www.remnantbiblestudies.com/article5_hell_pt3.html>

In Matthew 23:15 Jesus refers to the Pharisees as
“Children of Gehenna” and later in verse 33, asks “how
will you escape being condemned to Gehenna?”
Matthew 23:15 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one
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proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him Twofold
more the child of hell than yourselves.

The Pharisees were all about perceived
righteousness. They obsessively followed every
directive of the Law and made a continuous presentation
of their cleanliness and piousness. And Jesus here is
calling them children of the a burning garbage
dump, telling them that for all their pomp and
circumstance, their own “righteousness” won’t be enough
to save them from the dung heap. It’s even
chronologically possible that some of those listening
would have their own dead bodies dumped over the city
walls and into Gehenna during the Roman siege to come.
Later Jesus asks them:
Matthew 23:33 [Ye] serpents, [ye] generation of vipers, how
can ye escape the damnation of hell?

Next consider again
Note: As we explain, ‘Damnation’ is always a mistranslation
of ‘judgment’, leading to much false doctrine.
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‘
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to
kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to
destroy both soul and body in hell. (KJV)
Greek :
Matthew 10:28 καὶ μὴ φοβηθῆτε ἀπὸ τῶν ἀποκτεινόντων τὸ
σῶμα τὴν δὲ ψυχὴν μὴ δυναμένων ἀποκτεῖναι: φοβεῖσθε δὲ
μᾶλλον τὸν δυνάμενον καὶ ψυχὴν καὶ σῶμα ἀπολέσαι ἐν
γεέννῃ.
geene (Gehenna)
 as "Self, Person - Self is the
person with Soul, whereas the Soul is the life part - the awareness/consciousness in the person. .
Soul is regarded as an immaterial aspect within the body of the human. A person’s soul is
relatively equivalent to their self-consciousness. It is the centre that controls emotion, willpower,
reason, thought, desires and personality. It is the psychological component of what effectively
makes up ‘you’.

Review
" “Soul” refers to consciousness. Soul, Biblically, is the ability to interact with your environment,
to feel, etc. – to be conscious. For example, the Bible says that animals have souls, but not
spirits. Genesis 1:30, referring to animals, says, “every living thing in which is a living soul”. This
is because even animals have consciousness and the ability to interact with their environment.
So we see that in Scripture, “soul” refers to conscious experience. A human being is conscious
(becomes a “living soul”) only when a spirit from God is united with a working physical body –
see Genesis 2:7.
The Bible tells us that at death each part of a human being – body, soul, and spirit –
returns to its element, where it originally came from; the body returns to the ground, the
spirit/breath/invisible-God-element returns to God (unconscious without the body, see Gen. 2:7,
Ecc. 12:7, Lk. 23:46, Ecc. 9:5, Ecc. 9:10, Ps. 6:5, Ps. 115:17, Ps. 146:4), and the
soul/consciousness goes to the “unseen” (a way of saying the person becomes unconscious).
The soul/consciousness is just the conscious expression of those personality elements that
takes place when the spirit has something to express itself through (a physical body). Nothing
Jesus said about the soul or “losing your soul” contradicts the simple definition of soul used in
the rest of Scripture –consciousness or conscious experience. Part of modern Christianity’s
confusion concerning what the “soul” is, is due to misunderstanding Jesus’ preaching to Israel.
His preaching to Israel was primarily about giving them a chance to take part in the next age of
life on earth, not conscious death or “the afterlife”.
The “soul” refers to conscious life only when a person has a functioning body. Therefore,
when they heard Jesus talking about earthly rulers in this age killing the body but not the soul,
as contrasted with God who at the beginning of the next age will have the power to kill the body
and the soul by killing evil people and throwing their bodies into the fire in the valley of Gehenna,
they automatically thought of “soul” as “life in the next age after the Messiah begins to rule the
earth.
So Jesus was saying, “The rulers of this age can kill your body now but they cannot stop
Me from resurrecting you and giving you the ability to experience life in the next age on earth–
they cannot kill your “soul” or your ability to experience life in the next age. On the other hand
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God has the power to kill a person at the beginning of the next age and cause them to remain
dead throughout that age, thus killing/destroying their conscious experience during that age.”
The bottom line is, we see clearly and consistently in Scripture that at death a human
being becomes unconscious , which is sometimes spoken of as the person’s
soul/consciousness going to the “unseen” (“sheol” or “hades”) or metaphorically as the person
“sleeping”. The Bible makes it abundantly clear over and over again that there is no
consciousness in death; even if people’s souls/consciousnesses are somehow actual entities,
those souls “know nothing” – are unconscious– in death/sheol/hades, and that is the main thing.
Ecclesiastes 12:7 Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return
unto God who gave it.
Solomon, the author of Ecclesiastes, did not contradict Himself by stating later in
Ecclesiastes 12:7 that at death “the spirit will return to God who gave it”. He simply gave us
more details about what happens at death. The soul/consciousness goes to sheol/the-unseen
where there is no knowledge or working or planning, where there is only silence, and the spirit
returns (unconsciously) to God. By putting Solomon’s straightforward statements about death
together, we can see that a person becomes unconscious at death, and his or her spirit
(unconscious, having no soul/consciousness without the body – see Genesis 2:7.
The Bible says, “The wages of sin is death” (not hell!).
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
The punishment for sin is not hell or torture, it is death– unconsciousness. Death is a
very humane, yet just, punishment for sin -

Death (Unconsciousness): The Perfectly Fair Punishment For Sin
Unconsciousness, “sleep”, death, your soul (consciousness) going to “the unseen,
followed by being cast into the lake of fire, is a very just and fair punishment for sin. The
punishment of death fits thecrime of sin perfectly. The pagan concept of eternal (trillions upon
trillions of years of endless) torture, burning and screaming, as a punishment would be way out
of proportion with any crime it is possible to commit in a mere100 years (or in many cases, much
less) on this Earth.

Fire is a symbol of utter destruction. The lake
of fire is a place of 'utter' destruction and is the
second death. Revelation says that those who do not get
life are hurled into the fiery lake which is the
“second death”. Likewise Jude 7 says that Sodom and
Gomorrah are punished with “eternal fire”. We proved
that this fire is not eternal since these cities are
currently submerged at the bottom of the Red Sea.
These cities are not still burning. They were
turned into ashes,
And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into
ashes condemned [them] with an overthrow, making [them]
an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly;
which is what this 'eternal' fire does. It is eternal
in its consequences. The word ’eternal’ belongs only to
God. The fire was actually ‘eonian’.
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Review
This results in the false belief in an eternal hell
where the souls of sinners burn forever in order to
satisfy God's unscriptural eternal anger, the churches
having a way to discipline people and some people
getting saved out of fear rather than knowing the true
character of God. God's justice is that unrepentant
sinners perish*, not be tortured for eternity.
Satan loves the hell lie. It helps him greatly in
his attempts to deceive.
2Corinthians 4:4 In whom the god of this world hath
blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the
light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the
image of God, should shine unto them.

Note: 'God of this eon', not world. “Eon” doesn’t mean
“world” by any stretch. There is a separate Greek word
for “world” (“kosmos”), and that is not the word used
here. The use of the word “world” to translate “eon” in
certain instances comes from Middle Ages Latin
translations of the Bible – the Latin word used to
translate “eon” also somewhat or sometimes carried the
meaning of “world”. But the Greek word “eon” itself
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does not carry the meaning of world. Here we see the
importance of cutting the Latin Middle Ages
translations out of the picture, and going straight
back to the Greek. Careful study of all the uses of the
Greek word “eon” and its forms in the New Testament
shows that the vast majority of the time it is
exceedingly obvious that it refers to a period of time,
and it makes perfect sense in every single instance
when understood to refer to a period of time.
“Eon” doesn’t mean “world” or “forever”. As we’ll
show, the most accurate simple translation would be
“age”, since the New Testament makes it clear that
there are several periods of time that God has planned
for human history up to the “consummation” of His
plan, referred to over and over again in the New
Testament as “eons” or “ages”. Every single instance of
the word “eon” or one of its forms (“eons”, “eonian”)
in the New Testament makes perfect sense when it is
translated as “age/ages/pertaining-to-an-age-or-ages”.
EON DEFINED-2
"What is the meaning of the term "eon?" The
terms used by Divine inspiration, which we translate
"eon" are olam in the Hebrew and aion in the Greek. Our
Greek-English Lexicons usually define these terms as
"An indefinite, long period of time; an age." With this
definition in mind, theology has made one of the hugest
blunders possible to conceive, by stretching time with
meanings such as "for ever," "evermore," "eternal,"
"everlasting," etc."
The reason Scripture contains so many warnings such
as “take heed that you are not deceived”, “test
everything and hold on to what is good”, and “test the
spirits” is because it is possible for believers to be
deceived in certain areas if they are not careful.
These warnings were spoken and written to believers,
not to unbelievers. These commands in Scripture make it
very clear that without active effort to carefully test
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and study, a believer is very likely to fall into some
form of deception in this Satan-ruled age (2 Cor. 4:4,
Lk. 4:5-6). Because not every believer makes this
active effort to test everything, it should be no
surprise that believers sometimes believe and propagate
lies while simultaneously believing and propagating
much truth.
The translators of our English Bibles have
translated certain key words according to their belief
system instead of according to the simple logical
meaning of the Greek and Hebrew words. Most modern
Christians never think to doubt their “expert”
translators, so the pagan idea of eternal punishment
still clings on in much of the Church. Meanwhile,
Christians just try not to think about all the logical
and philosophical dilemmas caused by the doctrine of
eternal punishment. The answer to all these seemingly
impossible questions about the nature of God, why He
would burn so many of His precious creations for
trillions of years, predestination, etc., is so simple:
The cause of all these seemingly unsolvable Scriptural,
logical, and philosophical dilemmas is nothing more
than mistranslation due to pagan traditional ideas
inherited from Latin-based Middle Ages paganism. So
whenever the word “hell” or “forever/eternal/
everlasting/forever-and-ever” (and even sometimes the
word “never”), you must take into account what the
underlying Greek or Hebrew word really means.
1e)
The Parable of the Rich Man & The Beggar Lazarus1 (Luke 16: 19 – 31)
does not prove the existence of a 'hell' where bad people suffer constant fiery
torment
1. The name means: 'my God has helped'.

Opening Statement, which we shall prove to be true
The story is not fact, but a parable. All fables, parables,
and other fictitious accounts which are related to illustrate
important truths have this positive form, to give force, point,
life-likeness to the lessons they inculcate. Jesus seized the
imagery of this story, not to endorse its truth, but just as we
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now relate any other fable. He related it as found in the Gemara,
(a part of the Jewish Talmud) not for the story’s sake, but to
convey a moral to his hearers; and the Scribes and Pharisees to
whom he addressed this and the five preceding stories, felt – as
we shall see – the force of its application to them. Now as
nothing resembling these ideas is found in the Old Testament,
where did the Jews obtain it, if not from Greek mythology?

If the parable of Lazarus and the rich man is a
literal teaching about the afterlife, it is the only
parable in the history of the world that is a literal
teaching about the setting and details of its fictional
story. It would not have crossed Jesus’ audience’ minds
to treat the parable of Lazarus and the rich man
differently than all other parables. Modern Christians
only do it because the Christian version of the
afterlife is so similar to the pagan Talmudian version
of the afterlife that it tricks them into thinking the
fictional pagan Talmudian afterlife setting of the
parable is “true to life”. John 3:13 (see below) proves
Jesus did not consider the fictional setting to be true
to life. The pagan Talmud matches up perfectly with
the setting and details of this fictional story Jesus
told about of Lazarus and the rich man. If the
Pharisees’ pagan oral Talmudian tradition had existed
in written form at that time, Jesus may as well have
been quoting directly from the Talmud. . Jesus was not
teaching the pagan conception of the afterlife, He was
mocking it: Talmud passages that influenced the Jewish
parable of the Rich Man/Poor Man:
Chagigah, fol.77. Treatise on Exodus xxiii 17 tells of a good man and a wicked man that
died; the good man walked in gardens, and by pleasant springs, but the wicked man suffered
“with his tongue trickling drop by drop, at the bank of a river, endeavoring to touch the water, but
he could not”.
Midrash on Coheleth 103. 2 adds some absurdity of its own without Jesus having to
invent it; it speaks of how the fires of the afterlife and paradise are supposedly “a hand-breadth
"apart from each other, and how the Rabbis say they are “so close to one another, that they
may see out of one into the other.”
Juchasin, fol.75, 2, a long story about what Levi said of Rabbi Judah, speaking of the
day he died: “This day he sits in Abraham’s bosom”. And in Midrash Echah, fol.68. 1 the Talmud
tells the story of a woman whose son was about to die, who told him, “Go thou, my son, to
Abraham my father, and tell him: Thus saith thy mother, Do not thou boast, saying, I built an
altar, and offered my son Isaac. For thy mother hath built seven altars, and offered seven sons
in one day”, etc. So we see that this concept of dying and “going to Abraham’s bosom”
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consciously (being able to think and speak in death, and talk to other dead people) is pure
paganism, from the pagan Babylonian Talmud.

It seems that whenever Jesus borrowed a parable
from the Jews He was doing so to correct a false
doctrine.
It was extremely significant that Jesus mocked the
Pharisees’ Talmudian traditions. They were not inspired
by God as the Old Testament is. “Going to Abraham’s
bosom” was phrase from the Talmud about what happens at
death – but in this weird version of death (which
totally contradicts plain Old Testament Scriptures such
as Ecclesiastes 9:5 and 10, Psalm 6:5 and 115:17, etc.),
Lazarus is conscious, and it looks like he’s in a
fairly pleasant place; at least he’s not in pain like
the rich guy. So he must be in some type of heaven. And
the rich guy is apparently in some kind of pagan
afterlife fires. And they’re talking to each other!
This blatantly and directly contradicts the Scriptures
Jesus and every Israelite knew well. Again, try to find
one place in the Bible outside of this parable that
refers to dead people talking to each other.
The fact that Jesus picked a setting for the story
straight out of the Talmudian tradition explains why
modern Christians are so easily confused into thinking
it is a literal teaching about conscious death. The
“Talmudian conscious afterlife” setting of the story
closely matches false beliefs about “the afterlife”
(conscious death and eternal punishment) that still
cling to the minds of many Christians, because these
false beliefs, and the Talmud, both originated in
paganism.
Dante’s Inferno* was full of pagan conscious death,
hell, and eternal punishment ideas. This was simply a
continuation of Babylonian Talmudic paganism, which was
simply a continuation of the ancient pagan Babylonian
mystery religions.
*This topic will be discussed more fully later in this document.
There is not a word intimating that the rich man’s
torment was never to cease. So, the doctrine of
endless suffering is not in the least taught here. The
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most that can be claimed is that the consequences of
sin extend into the future life and this is a doctrine
thatwe believe just as strongly as can any one, though
we do not believe they will be endless, nor do we
believe that the doctrine is taught in this parable,
nor does the Bible use the word 'Hell'*.
*as is proven in this document
We give an indubitable proof that this is a parable.
The Jews have a book, written during the Babylonish
Captivity, entitled Gemara Babylonicum (part of the
Babylonian Talmud), containing doctrines entertained by
Pagans concerning the future state, not recognized by
the followers of Moses. This story is founded on
heathen views. They were not obtained from the Bible,
for the Old Testament contains nothing resembling them.
They were among those traditions which our Saviour
condemned when he told the Scribes and Pharisees, you
make the word of God of none effect through your
traditions and when he said to his disciples,
Matthew 16:12 Then understood they how that he bade
[them] not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the
doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.
In the Babylonian Talmud (in the Berachot), the
Jews have a commentary of Hannah, the mother of Samuel.
Eli the high priest sees Hannah praying. Her lips
moving but she is not speaking, and he believes she is
drunk, and calls her a daughter of Belial. Hannah
rebukes the high priest for his hasty judgment and lack
of compassion. Interestingly enough, the Jews accused
Jesus of being a winebibber, and said "He has a demon."
Jesus often rebuked them for their judgment and lack of
compassion. Hannah then promises that if the Lord will
grant her fervent and reverent request for a son, she
will dedicate him to God.
"And she vowed a vow and said, O Lord of Hosts
[Zebaoth]. Looking at the canonical sequence of the
books of the Hebrew Bible, the phrase “YHWHZebaot/Lord
of Hosts” appears in 1Sam 1:3 for the first time and it
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is Hannah who addresses God in this way. Rabbi Eleazar
said: "From the day that God created His world, there
was no man who called the Holy One, blessed be He,
Zebaoth until Hannah came and called Him Zebaoth. Said
Hannah before the Holy One, blessed be He: Sovereign of
the Universe, and of all the hosts and hosts that Thou
hast created in Thy world, is it so hard in Thy eyes to
give me one some?" Consider this parable: To what is
the matter like? To a rich man who made a feast for his
servants, and a poor man came and stood by the door and
said to them, let me eat the crumbs that fall from the
table, and no one took any notice of him, so he forced
his way into the presence of the rich man and said to
him, Lord, out of all the feast which thou hast made,
is it so hard in thine eyes to give me one bite?"
Jesus in Luke 16:19-22 quotes this parable almost
verbatim:
Luke 16:19 There was a certain rich man, which was
clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously
every day:
Luke 16:20 And there was a certain beggar named
Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores,
Luke 16:21 And desiring to be fed with the crumbs
which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs
came and licked his sores.
Luke 16:22 And it came to pass, that the beggar died,
and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the
rich man also died, and was buried;
Jesus seized the imagery of this story, not to endorse its
truth, but just as we now relate any other fable. He related it
as found in the Gemara, not for the story’s sake, but to convey
a moral to his hearers; and the Scribes and Pharisees to whom he
addressed this and the five preceding stories, felt–as we shall
see–the force of its application to them. Now as nothing
resembling these ideas is found in the Old Testament, where did
the Jews obtain it, if not from Greek mythology? The purpose of
Jesus telling this parable is not to teach about hell, but to
exhort the Pharisees to be more hospitable. After recounting the
Jewish parable, he adds on a postlude where two people in Sheol
have a fictitious conversation. Why shouldn't this be taken
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literally? Because other parables of dead people in the Old
Testament aren't taken literally.
The commentator, Macknight (Scotch Presbyterian) says truly:
“It must be acknowledged that our Lord’s descriptions are not
drawn from the writings of the Old Testament, but have a
remarkable affinity to the descriptions which the Grecian poets
have given. They represent the abodes of the blest as lying
contiguous to the region of the damned, and separated only by a
great impassable gulf in such sort that the ghosts could talk to
one another from the opposite banks. If from these resemblances
it is thought the parable is formed on the Grecian mythology, it
will not at all follow that our Lord approved of what the common
people thought or spoke concerning these matters, agreeably to
the notions of Greeks. In parables, provided the doctrines
inculcated are strictly true, the terms in which they are
inculcated may be such as are most familiar to the people, and
the images made use of are such as they are best acquainted
with.”
https://www.mercyuponall.org/1995/04/01/the-rich-man-andlazarus-luke-1422-23/

The Rich Man and Lazarus Parable
The imagery of the parable is borrowed from the
opinions of the heathen concerning Hades or the
invisible world, the state of the dead, which the Jews
in the time of the Saviour’s ministry had in part
imbibed. There is sufficient evidence, both internal
and external, to prove that the passage is a parable.
Dr. Whitby argues conclusively that the passage is a
parable, and states that it was not original with Jesus,
but was quoted by him from some Jewish writings.
“That this is only a parable, and not a real history of
what was actually done, is evident, 1st, because we
find this very parable in the Gemara Babylonicum,
whence it is cited by Mr. Sheringham, in the preface to
his Joma; 2nd, from the circumstances of it, viz., the
rich man’s lifting up his eyes in Hades, and seeing
Lazarus in Abraham’s bosom his discourse with Abraham,
his complaint of being tormented with flames, and his
desire that Lazarus might be sent to cool his tongue;
and if all this be confessedly a parable why should the
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rest, which is the very parable in the Gemara, be
accounted history?” (Whitby, Note on Luke 16:29.)

<A History of the Holy Bible, from the Beginning of the World to the Establishment of
Christianity: Volume 3
By Thomas Stackhouse>
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The Parable of the rich man and Lazarus is found in the
"Gemara" (part of the Babylonian Talmud):

P.195

P.196
<An Exposition of the Parables of Our Lord ... With a preliminary dissertation on the parable
By B. BAILEY (Domestic Chaplain to Lord Torpichen.)>
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Some Things to Notice About This Parable
This is the main passage in the Bible used to teach conscious suffering after death.
This is not New Testament teaching. It's a Jewish story from beginning to end. Abraham is made
to say, "They have Moses and the prophets," not "They have Jesus Christ and his apostles."
No allusion to its "doctrine" exists in the rest of the New Testament.
No New Testament writer ever alluded to it—"Remember what Jesus said about the Rich Man
and Lazarus." +But in this legend, "they have Moses and the prophets," yet Moses and the prophets taught
none of this!
These Jews knew the point of the legend was greed.
They knew it wasn't about the state of the dead, or they would have challenged Jesus' differing
with the Old Testament teaching on the subject.
This is not Old Testament teaching on the state of the dead.
No such thing as Abraham's bosom exists in the Old Testament.
No great gulf fixed exists in the Old Testament, even to keep those in Abraham's bosom out
of torments!
No endless torment exists in the Old Testament.
No conversations among the dead exist in the Old Testament.
No knowledge among the dead exists in the Old Testament.
No consciousness among the dead exists in the Old Testament.
No praying to Abraham exists in the Old Testament.
No Abraham hearing the prayers of the wicked exists in the Old Testament, as we presume
the Rich Man to be praying to.
Nowhere is Lazarus said to be righteous.
Nowhere is the Rich Man said to be wicked.
This story is not about their character, but their economic standing.
Not a word is said about the spiritual condition of either one of them. They may both have been
righteous, or wicked. As far as the legend and Jesus' use of it is concerned, it's not about religious
status, but riches.
It's not about the punishment of the wicked, but about the legendary fate of a legendary rich man,
and the legendary fate of a legendary poor man.
Neither the soul or the spirit of either the Rich Man or Lazarus is mentioned.
Jesus and the Israelites of 2,000 years ago did not believe in conscious death because
the “Old Testament” Scriptures (correctly) teach that a person becomes unconscious at death.
Jesus’ story about Lazarus and the rich man must be understood in the context of the main
message He preached to Israel 2,000 years ago, which was all about the coming kingdom of
God in the next age of life on earth. Mistranslations of the Greek word “eon” in many English
Bibles notwithstanding, Jesus did not preach to the Israelites back then about “eternity” or “the
afterlife” or any such thing.

What does the parable teach?
The main point of the parable is “A switch in fortunes between the elite and the
downtrodden is coming” – but this switch does not refer to eternity or the afterlife, but rather to
the next age of life on earth, when Jesus will rule over the whole world. The message of the
parable is still very relevant today because it is a message about the fact that in the next age
when Jesus rules the earth the exploitative elite will have their fortunes switched with the
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exploited and powerless downtrodden. The same basic satanic political and religious authority
structure rules the world today as that which the Pharisees were caught up in back then.

It teaches that the Jewish nation, and especially the
Scribes and Pharisees were about to die as a power, as
a church, as a controlling influence in the world;
while the common people among them, and the Gentiles
outside of them, were to be exalted in the new order of
things. The graphic descriptions given by Jesus at once
showed his hearers that he was describing those two
classes, the Jewish priesthood and nation, on the one
hand, and the common people, Jews and Gentiles, on the
other. The rich man died and was buried. This class
died officially, nationally, and its power departed.
The kingdom of God was taken from them, and conferred
on others. The beggar died. The Gentiles, publicans and
sinners, were translated into the kingdom of God’s dear
son, where is neither Jew nor Greek, but where all are
one in Jesus Christ.
"Jesus obviously was not asking Israel to believe in Paul’s gospel. He was asking them
to listen to and obey “Moses and the prophets” (the Old Testament Scriptures and the Law of
Moses). Jesus predicted as one of the points He made with the parable that Israel as a whole
and particularly the Pharisees would not obey the Law of Moses well enough and believe the
Old Testament prophecies about Him either before He died on the cross, or after He rose from
the dead. Jesus was predicting/prophesying that Israel would be given another chance to
believe He was the Messiah in that generation, through the preaching of the apostles after His
resurrection – but that even then Israel as a whole would not accept Him as the Messiah."

The following Scripture (Luke 16: 19 – 31) is used by
Christians who think that Everlasting Hell Fire is true.
Their understanding is not based on an intelligent
weighing of the evidence or a thorough search of Bible
commentaries, but on what others have told them. Basic
evidence - observe that the rich man, being in Hades,
was in a place of temporary detention only. Whether
this be a literal story or a parable, his confinement
is not to be an endless one. This is demonstrated in a
two-fold manner:
1. Death and Hades will deliver up their occupants.
Revelation 20:13 And the sea gave up the dead which
were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead
which were in them: and they were judged every man
according to their works.
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2. Hades is to be destroyed.
Revelation 20:14 And death and hell* were cast into
the lake of fire. This is the second death.
*Hades
Therefore Hades is of temporary duration. The Rich
Man was not in a place of endless torment. As Prof.
Stuart remarks:
“Whatever the state of either the righteous or the
wicked may be, whilst in Hades, that state will
certainly cease, and be exchanged for another at the
general resurrection.”
Thus the New Testament usage agrees exactly with
the Old Testament. Primarily, literally, Hades is death,
the grave, and figuratively, it is destruction. It is
in this world and is to end. The last time it is
referred to (Rev. 20:14) as well as in other instances.
Hosea 13:14 I will ransom them from the power of the
grave; I will redeem them from death: O death, I will
be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy destruction:
repentance shall be hid from mine eyes.
1Corinthians 15:55 O death, where [is] thy sting? O
grave, where [is] thy victory?
Its destruction is positively announced.
- J.W. Hanson’s Bible Threatenings Explained
<https://www.mercyuponall.org/1995/04/01/the-rich-man-and-lazarus-luke-1422-23/>

Before getting into the details of this discussion
we introduce the fact that the word 'hell' is not even
found in this parable (nor in the entire Bible for that
matter, as we proved).
Luke 16:23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in
torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in
his bosom.
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This parable seemingly contradicts everything else
in Scripture about “Hades” and its Hebrew counterpart
“Sheol”, including Ecclesiastes 9:10 which plainly
states, there is no activity or planning or knowledge
or wisdom in Sheol.
Ecclesiastes 9:10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do,
do [it] with thy might; for [there is] no work, nor
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave,
whither thou goest.

◄ 7585. sheol ►
Strong's Concordance
sheol: underworld (place to which people descend at death)
Original Word: ְשׁאוֹל
Part of Speech: Noun Feminine
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Transliteration: sheol
Phonetic Spelling: (sheh-ole')
Definition: underworld (place to which people descend at death)
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
of uncertain derivation
Definition
underworld (place to which people descend at death)

If there is no knowledge in Sheol (the grave), then
how does the rich man even know that he's suffering? If
there’s no planning in Sheol, then how is this rich man
planning a way to get out of there? The parable of
Lazarus and the rich man seemingly contradicts David’s
and Solomon’s statements about death, the New
Testament’s confirmation of David and Solomon’s
statements about death, the Bible's (and Jesus’ own).
Christians have traditionally believed that Hades
(Sheol)* is actually an illustration state of conscious
existence where bad people suffer constant fiery
torment hoping for a tiny bit of water for relief and
Old Testament saints are comforted in paradise at
Abraham’s side. This of course, refers to Jesus’ story
of the rich man and Lazarus.
*Baker's Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology -

Sheol - Old Testament. "Sheol" refers to the grave or
the abode of the dead.
Sheol and Hades refer to the same condition or
place. Sheol is the Hebrew term and Hades is the Greek.
Bible language expert Dr. Lawrence Richards, in
discussing this passage in The Victor Bible Background
Commentary, New Testament, explains that Jesus used
contemporary Jewish thought about the afterlife (which
by this time was influenced by pagan mythology) to
point out a spiritual lesson about how we view and
treat others. "We must base our views of hell and the
afterlife on what the Bible teaches, not on tradition
or mere human philosophies and opinions. We must not
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impose our philosophy of what God ought to be upon Holy
Scripture! Not many people realize the fact that in the
New Testament there are different Greek words for the
word "hell." But, unfortunately the English Bible
translates these different words for hell as one word,
and this has been a cause of much confusion for those
who wish to study the subject. The New Testament Greek
words for hell are "hades" and "Gehenna" and they both
have different meanings. Hades means the unseen world
of the dead. It has nothing to do with punishment or
reward. It is equivalent to the Hebrew word "Sheol" in
the Old Testament in its meaning. Gehenna, on the other
hand, is the abode of punishment for the wicked."
Josephus says:
"Now as Hades, wherein the souls of the righteous and unrighteous are
detained, it is not necessary to speak of it. Hades is a place in the world not
regularly finished, a subterraneous region where the light of this world does
not shine ; from which circumstance, that in this region the light does not
shine, it cannot be but there must be in it perpetual darkness." This region
is allotted as a place of custody for souls, in which angels are appointed as
guardians to them, who distribute to them temporary judgments, agreeably
to every one’s behavior and manners. In this region there is a certain place
set apart as a lake of unquenchable fire, whereunto we suppose no one
hath hither to been cast, but it is prepared for a day afore determined by
God, in which one righteous sentence shall deservedly be passed upon all
men. The just are now indeed confined in Hades, but not in the
same place wherein the unjust are confined. For there
is one descent into this region, at whose gate we
believe stands an archangel with a host: which gate,
when those pass through that are conducted down by the
angels appointed over souls, they do not go the same
way, but the just are guided to the right hand. This
place we call the bosom of Abraham. But as to the
unjust, they are dragged by force to the left hand by
the angels allotted for punishment, no longer going
with a good will, but as prisoners driven by violence
into the neighborhood of Hell itself ; who, when they
are hard by it, continually hear the noise of it, and
do not stand clear of the hot vapour (or flame). Not
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only so, but where they see the place of the Fathers
and of the just, even hereby are they punished ; for a
chaos, deep and large, is fixed between them; insomuch
that a just man that hath compassion upon them cannot
be admitted; nor can one that is unjust, if he were
bold enough to attempt it, pass over it."
"It is unmistakably from this "Pharisaic doctrine
of Hades that we have the Parable of the Rich Man and
Lazarus. The Pharisees did not, however, get the idea
from their own Scriptures, but from the heathen
philosophers. The unanimous testimony of the Scripture
writers goes to show that Hades is a place of silence;
it is a place where all the dead are, (i.e., not
living), it is therefore translated many times into our
English word 'grave'." - The Bible Standard, April
1878, pages 51-56.
Nowhere in the Old Testament is Hades regarded as
a place of punishment or torment. The concept of an
infernal "hell" developed in Israel only during the
Hellenistic period. Hades, the abode of the dead, was
"thought to be divided into two compartments" and
"conversations could be held between persons" in the
abode of the righteous and those in the abode of the
unrighteous. "Jewish writings also picture the first as
a verdant land with sweet waters welling up from
numerous springs," separated from the second, which was
described as a parched and dry land. These elements
show up in Christ's allegory.
Review
This is the main passage in the Bible used to teach
conscious suffering after death. Jesus' teaching
concerning the Rich Man and Lazarus in Luke 16:19-31
has always been provocative. It's the main passage
resorted to when striving to establish the concept of
endless torturous punishment of the wicked after death.
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This punishment is usually thought to be in hell,
though the Greek word for hell, Gehenna, is nowhere in
the passage.
"In Jewish apocalyptic literature Hades was an
intermediate place (1 Enoch 51:1) where all the souls
of the dead awaited judgment. The dead were separated
into compartments, the righteous staying in an
apparently pleasant place (vs. 9) and various classes
of sinners undergoing punishments in other compartments
(vv. 10-13)."
- The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia,
Vol. 2, p. 591.
"There are four compartments (22:2) but three
“separations” (22:9) between them. These four
compartments correspond to the four types of men
according to the Talmud"
The righteous man who prospers, a righteous man who
suffers, a wicked man who prospers, and a wicked man
who suffers.
- b.Ber.7a
The righteous man who prospers is destined to the
compartment “in which there is the bright spring of
water”
And he answered me and said unto me: 'These three have
been made that the spirits of the dead might be
separated. And such a division has been made (for) the
spirits of the righteous, in which there is the bright
spring of water.
(1Enoch 22:9)
The wicked men who prosper are those for whom
“judgment has not been executed on them in their
lifetime” , they suffer “great pain till the great day
of judgment.
- The Four Compartments of Sheol According to the Book of Enoch
22:8-11:
8
The I asked regarding it, and regarding all the
hollow places: 'Why is one separated from the other?'
9
And he answered me and said unto me: 'These three
have been made that the spirits of the dead might be
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separated. And such a division has been make (for) the
spirits of the righteous, in which there is the bright
spring of
10
water. And such has been made for sinners when they
die and are buried in the earth and judgment has not
been executed on them in their 11 lifetime. Here their
spirits shall be set apart in this great pain till the
great day of judgment and punishment and torment of
those who curse for ever and retribution for their
spirits.
The book of Enoch is in a class of its own among
apocryphal books. It is by far the most important of
them, as it guided many of the New Testament authors in
their own writings. This book lines up with the rest of
scripture and was highly esteemed by the early
Christians. Where do we get the idea that it is
anything less than equal to Scripture and authoritative
for teaching from? Could it be because it takes us out
of our comfort zone and requires change? People who
reject the book of Enoch usually only read it with a
natural, literal, western-scientific mindset, not
realizing many of his visions and parables need to be
interpreted spiritually.
This is not Old Testament teaching on the state of
the dead.
- No such thing as Abraham's bosom exists in the Old
Testament.
- No great gulf fixed exists in the Old Testament, even
to keep those in Abraham's bosom out of torments.
- No endless torment exists in the Old Testament.
- No knowledge among the dead exists in the Old
Testament.
- No consciousness among the dead exists in the Old
Testament.
- No praying to Abraham exists in the Old Testament.
- No Abraham hearing the prayers of the wicked exists
in the Old Testament, as we presume the Rich Man to be
praying to.
- Nowhere is Lazarus said to be righteous.
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- Nowhere is the Rich Man said to be wicked.
The Old Testament's teaching on the status of the
dead is taught in verses like these:
For there is no activity or planning or wisdom in Sheol
where you are going. (Eccl. 9:10)
The dead do not know anything, nor have they any longer
a reward. (Eccl. 9:5)
Further, it is declared of man: His breath goeth forth,
He returneth to his earth. In that very day his
thoughts perish. (Ps. 146:4)
and In death there is no remembrance of Thee. In the
grave who shall give Thee thanks? (Ps. 6:5) In death
there is no remembrance of Thee. In the grave who shall
give Thee thanks? (Ps. 6:5)

The parable of the Rich Man and the Poor Man
A Detailed Study
What about the Parable of the Rich Man and the Poor
man, which has been interpreted as a confirmation of
the existence of hell. Let's examine this parable in
detail. First, what is a parable?
Luke 8:10 And he said, Unto you it is given to know
the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others in
parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing
they might not understand.
Parables are stories - a veiled teaching. That's
all a parable really is. Its veiled. It's usually
taught in a manner to where you need an explanation to
figure it out. But a parable has a specific meaning.
The things in a parable mean something.
Parables in the Bible can have things in them that
mean something else and them again something in the
parable may mean what the parable says it means. Once
you get the interpretation then you know what is
defined in the parable and what it is in the parable.
When you read the parable there will be some things in
there that will be types or figures of something else
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and it will be explained. But then again some of the
things in a parable will be just exactly what they say
they are because they're not explained to be anything
else.
A parable usually doesn't have proper nouns. You
want to be careful of saying, as Dr. Ruckman says, that
no parable has a proper noun. That's not true. You will
find in the gospels parables with proper nouns. There
are proper nouns in there: Lazarus, Abraham are in
there.
But the problem is you can find other parables
without a proper noun, so you can't use that rule, so
it's not a steadfast rule. But generally, in 95-98% of
the cases - since a parable is a veiled teaching the
parable itself usually doesn't have proper names or
nouns in it. The things that are in there are pictures
of something else, so they aren't something specific.
But you can't apply that 100%. However, we'll accept,
for the purposes this discussion, that the Rich Man and
the Poor Man is a parable.
Lazarus and Abraham
One interesting element of the Rich Man and the
Poor Man parable is the insertion of a named character
into a parable. This is the only place in the gospels
where this occurs. After all, parables function as
allegories; the reader or listener is not supposed to
think that Jesus is talking about a real event and real
individuals, so there is no reason to give the
stereotyped characters names. Possibly the “Poor Man”
had to be called something else since he was not poor
in the afterlife — though the Rich Man does fine
without a name .
There’s one interesting explanation that we do find
compelling, however, and it was proposed in 1969 by C.H.
Cave: Lazarus is the Latin/Greek equivalent of Believer,
and we must remember that stories in the gospels are
frequently derived from or allusive to the Hebrew Bible.
There is, in fact, a significant character in the
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Pentateuch named Eliezer: Eliezer the Damascene,
Abraham’s steward and heir prior to the birth of Isaac
who appears in Genesis 15. If we have a unique parable
with the named characters Abraham and Eliezer, surely
it follows that the existence of two closely linked
characters named Abraham and Eliezer in the Pentateuch
might be of relevance.
J. Preston Eby in his book 'Abraham's Bosom'
feels that Luke 15:3:
Luke 15:3 And he spake this parable unto them, saying,
through Luke 16 is the start of one continuous parable
consisting of five stories:
He feels that first parable in this series of
stories is the well know story about the lost sheep.
Luke 15:3-7 The second the lost coin of the ten silver
coins. Luke 15:8 -10 The third well known one of the
prodigal son. Luke 15:11-32 The next story, the fourth
starting at Luke 16.1 is the parable of the unjust
steward. Luke 16:1-13 Fourteenth verse continues
Luke 16:14 And the Pharisees also, who were covetous,
heard all these things: and they derided him.
- To all this the Pharisees listened, bitterly
jeering at Him; for they were lovers of money.’ So the
Pharisees were perfectly aware He was targeting His
teaching towards them. This observation is important to
understand the story of the Rich Man and Lazarus.
This statement (Luke 15:3) is followed by these
five separate stories, the last of which is the story
of the rich man and Lazarus. The teaching in chapter
sixteen is but the continuation of the discourse in
chapter fifteen, without interruption. All five stories
are each a fractional part of the complete parable, and
when we read, 'He spoke this parable unto them,' this
embraces the entire collection of symbol-pictures which
in their completeness constituted the parable which He
spoke. It is a careless assumption and an unfounded
assertion to argue that the story of the rich man and
Lazarus is not a parable.
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Let us look first at some of the inconsistencies of
the Traditional Interpreters. Some of them call it a
"Parable", but the Lord does not so designate it. It
does not even begin by saying "He said." It commences
abruptly - "There was"; without any further guide as to
the reason or meaning of what is said. Then they follow
their own arbitrary will, picking out one word or
expression, which they say is literal; and another,
which they say is parabolic. For example, "Abraham's
bosom" is, according to them, parabolic; and denotes
Paradise. They are bound so to take it, because if
literal, "Abraham's bosom" would hold only one person!"
It refers to the act of reclining at meals, where any
one person, if he leaned back, would be "in the bosom"
of the other. John was so placed with regard to the
Lord Jesus,
John 13:23 Now there was leaning on Jesus' bosom one
of his disciples, whom Jesus loved.
John 21:20 Then Peter, turning about, seeth the
disciple whom Jesus loved following; which also leaned
on his breast at supper, and said, Lord, which is he
that betrayeth thee?
and it was a token of favor and love
John 19:26 When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and
the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto
his mother, Woman, behold thy son!
John 20:2 Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter,
and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith
unto them, They have taken away the Lord out of the
sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid him.
John 21:7 Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved
saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now when Simon Peter
heard that it was the Lord, he girt [his] fisher's coat
[unto him], (for he was naked,) and did cast himself
into the sea.
Then they take the "fire" and the "water", the
"tongue" and the "flame", etc., as being literal; but
when the Lord elsewhere speaks of "the worm that dieth
not, they take that as parabolic, and say it does not
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mean "a worm" but conscience. In all this they draw
only on their imagination, and interpret according to
their own arbitrary will.
Mark 9:44 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is
not quenched.

So far, it seems clear that no strong conclusion
can be drawn from the above material on the parable.
However, when analyzed (below), the account of the
'Rich Man Poor Man' parable/illustration cannot be a
literal account, because in the grave: Hades (Greek),
Sheol (Hebrew) the dead are not conscious, they cannot
speak to each other! Hades is devoid of love, hate,
envy, work, thought, knowledge, and wisdom.
Ecclesiastes 9:5 For the living know that they shall
die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they
any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.
Ecclesiastes 9:6 Also their love, and their hatred,
and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any
more a portion for ever in any [thing] that is done
under the sun.
Ecclesiastes 9:10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do,
do [it] with thy might; for [there is] no work, nor
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave,
whither thou goest.
So this must be viewed as a fictional account with
a veiled meaning. Thus, it contains no descriptions of
a literal hell with soul separated from body or fiery
flames. No one has a right to assume any of this story
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is literal, however, one may extract any veiled truths
it contains.
The Greek conception of Hades, as was Sheol, is
that of a locality receiving into itself all the dead,
but divided into two regions, one a place of torment,
the other of blessedness.
Consider the very first text in the book of Psalms
where the Hebrew word Sheol appears.
Psalms 6:5 For in death [there is] no remembrance of
thee: in the grave who shall give thee thanks?

◄ 7585. sheol ►
Strong's Concordance
sheol: underworld (place to which people descend at
death)
Original Word: שׁאוֹל
ְ
Part of Speech: Noun Feminine
Transliteration: sheol
Phonetic Spelling: (sheh-ole')
Definition: underworld (place to which people descend
at death)
In this verse David is praying for God to save his
life because his enemies were trying to kill him (as
indicated in verse Psalms 6:10). Despite his anguish,
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David didn’t want to die; he was “a man after God’s own
heart”
1Samuel 13:14 But now thy kingdom shall not continue:
the LORD hath sought him a man after his own heart, and
the LORD hath commanded him [to be] captain over his
people, because thou hast not kept [that] which the
LORD commanded thee.
and thus wanted to live, serve God and worship Him.
He knew that if he died and went to Sheol he wouldn’t
be able to do this. This verse completely contradicts
the prominent position on Sheol, that there would be
consciousness there and its occupants could be
comforted as they fellowshipped with father Abraham. if
this were so, wouldn’t they be able to remember God?
Would they not be praising Him and thanking Him as the
righteous are always ever ready to do, that is, as long
as it were possible?
David makes it clear in this passage that
in Sheol one cannot remember God and consequently
cannot praise Him either. This suggests that those
in Sheol are unconscious — “asleep” in death until
their resurrection. The idea that Sheol is a condition
where a person cannot remember or praise God is
corroborated by other biblical texts:
Psalms 115:17 The dead praise not the LORD, neither
any that go down into silence.
Psalms 115:18 But we will bless the LORD from this
time forth and for evermore. Praise the LORD.
This passage shows that those who die “go down into
silence.” Sheol (Hades) is a place of silence because
those who go there are unconscious, that is, dead.
There’s no praising and worshipping of God there nor
are there horrible screams of torment. It is a
condition of silence. It is the living who bless the
Lord, the Psalmist plainly states, not the dead.
Righteous King Hezekiah’s prayer from the book of
Isaiah is another confirming passage:
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Isaiah 38:18 For the grave cannot praise thee, death
can [not] celebrate thee: they that go down into the
pit cannot hope for thy truth.
Hezekiah makes it clear, just as David and the
other psalmist did, that those in Sheol are unable to
thank or praise God.
Isaiah 38:19 The living, the living, he shall praise
thee, as I [do] this day: the father to the children
shall make known thy truth.
A good reason to praise the Lord - Just cause
you're alive to be able to do it. The obvious
conclusion that must be drawn is that if the righteous
are unable to remember God and cannot praise or thank
Him, then they must be unable to do so; that is, they
must be either unconscious or dead — no longer alive.
This is supported by Hezekiah’s statement in verse 19
where he stresses that only “the living, the living”
can thank and praise God, not those who go to Sheol,
the world of the dead. Another supporting passage:
Psalms 88:3 For my soul is full of troubles: and my
life draweth nigh unto the grave.
Psalms 88:10 Wilt thou shew wonders to the dead? shall
the dead arise [and] praise thee? Selah.
Psalms 88:11 Shall thy lovingkindness be declared in
the grave? [or] thy faithfulness in destruction?
Baker's Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology Sheol - Old Testament. "Sheol" refers to the grave or
the abode of the dead.
Psalms 88:12 Shall thy wonders be known in the dark?
and thy righteousness in the land of forgetfulness?
This is further proof that those in Sheol are dead
and therefore unable to rise up and praise God.
Moreover, Sheol is equated to the literal grave and
destruction, and is also spoken of as “the place of
darkness”. The Psalmist makes it clear that God does
not show His wonders to the dead in Sheol, that the
dead cannot praise Him there and that God’s love,
faithfulness and righteous deeds are all unknown
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there. What unmistakable proof that souls in Sheol are
dead and conscious of nothing!

The Greek conception of Hades, as was Sheol, is
that of a locality receiving into itself all the dead,
but divided into two regions, one a place of torment,
the other of blessedness. This 'compartmental
arrangement' can be found in the Book of Enoch*. This
will fully discussed when we analyze the parable of the
Rich Man and the Poor Man below.
*
The Apocryphal Book of Enoch
"More than a century before the birth of Christ appeared, the apocryphal Book of Enoch,
which contains, so far as is known, the earliest statement extant of the doctrine of
endless punishment in any work of Jewish origin. It became very popular during the
early Christian centuries, and modified, it may be safely supposed, the views of Tatian,
Minucius , Felix, Tertullian, and their followers. It is referred to or quoted from by
Barnabas, Justin, Clement of Alexandria, Irenæus, Origen, Tertullian, Eusebius, Jerome,
Hilary, Epiphanius, Augustine, and others. Jude quotes from it in verses 14 and 15, and
refers to it in verse 6, on which account some of the fathers considered Jude apocryphal;
but it is probable that Jude quotes Enoch as Paul quotes the heathen poets, not to
endorse its doctrine, but to illustrate a point, as writers nowadays quote fables and
legends. Cave, in the “Lives of the Fathers,” attributes the prevalence of the doctrine of
fallen angels to a perversion of the account (Gen. vi: 1-4) of “the sons of God and the
daughters of men.” He refers the prevalence of the doctrine to “the authority of the 'Book
of Enoch,' (highly valued by many in those days) wherein this story is related, as
appears from the fragments of it still extant.” The entire work is now accessible through
modern discovery."
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A little later than Enoch appeared the Book of Ezra, advocating the same
doctrine. These two books were popular among the Jews before the time of Christ, and
it is supposed, as the Old Testament is silent on the subject, that the corrupt traditions
of the Pharisees, of which our Lord warned his disciples to beware, were obtained in
part from these books, or from the Egyptian and Pagan sources whence they were
derived.At any rate, though the Old Testament does not contain the doctrine,
Josephus, as has been seen, assures us that the Pharisees of his time accepted and
taught it. Of course they must have obtained the doctrine from uninspired sources. As
these and possibly other similar books had already corrupted the faith of the Jews,
they seem laterto have infused their virus into the faith of some of the early Christians.
Nothing is betterestablished in history than that the doctrine of endless punishment, as
held by the Christian church in medieval times, was of Egyptian origin, 15 and that for
purposes of state it and its accessories were adopted by the Greeks and Romans.
Montesquieu states that “Romulus, Tatius and Numa enslaved the gods to politics,”
and made religion for the state".

The Greek word "Hades" came into biblical use when
the translators of the Septuagint [the Greek Old
Testament] chose it to render the Hebrew "Sheol." The
problem is that Hades was used in the Greek world in a
vastly different way than Sheol. Hades in Greek
mythology is the underworld, where the conscious souls
of the dead are divided in two major regions, one a
place of torment and the other of blessedness. This
Greek conception of hades influenced Hellenistic Jews,
during the intertestamental period, to adopt the belief
in the immortality of the soul and the idea of a
spatial separation in the underworld between the
righteous and the godless.
*
Dr. John Good has a curious passage on the subject
in hand, in his Book of Nature:
“It was believed in most countries,” he says, “that
this hell, hades, or invisible world, is divided into
two very distinct and opposite regions, by a broad and
impassable gulf; that the one is a seat of happiness, a
paradise, or elysium, and the other a seat of misery, a
Gehenna, or Tartarus; and that there is a supreme
magistrate and an impartial tribunal belonging to the
infernal shades, before which the ghosts must appear,
and by which they are sentenced to the one or the other,
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according to the deeds done in the body. Egypt is said
to have been the inventress of this important and
valuable part of the tradition; and undoubtedly it is
to be found in the earliest records of Egyptian history.
But, from the wonderful conformity of its outlines to
the parallel doctrines of the Scriptures, it is
probable that it has a still higher origin, and that it
constituted a part of the patriarchal creed, retained
in a few channels, though forgotten or obliterated in
others, and consequently that it was a divine
communication in a very early age.”
"This last assertion is certainly a singular
statement for a man of Dr. Good’s learning and judgment.
For, first, it does not conform at all to the doctrine
of the Scriptures in regard to rewards and punishments,
as our study has fully shown. And, second, the
patriarchal creed makes no mention of it, as far as we
know; and if it made part of an early revelation,
afterwards lost, it is reasonable to suppose that it
would have been renewed again in the revelation to the
Law of Moses.
Besides, if the Egyptians obtained it from any of
the patriarchs, it must have been from Jacob or his
descendants, after they went down into Egypt. It must
have been a current doctrine, therefore, among the
Israelites, and regarded by them as of divine authority;
but this conclusion is shut off by the fact that Moses,
though divinely commissioned as their teacher, rejects
it from his law, and shows his unbelief and contempt
for it by a studied and unbroken silence! Curious,
indeed, if Dr. Good’s supposition is correct. We find
the doctrine in full bloom with the Egyptians, but not
a trace of it among the early Hebrews. But, singularly
enough, when, in after ages, the Jews had become
corrupted, and had departed from the Law of Moses, we
find the doctrine among them. And, what is very
noteworthy, its first appearance is in apocryphal books
written by Egyptian Jews. So that the facts happen to
be the very opposite of Dr. Good’s theory; – instead of
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the Egyptians borrowing it from the Jews, the Jews
borrowed it from the Egyptians.
In attempting to set out the Egyptian notions on
the subject, it is difficult to choose between the
conflicting accounts of the Greek writers, Herodotus,
Diodorus Siculus, Plutarch, &c., as well as of the
modern interpreters of the monumental hieroglyphics.
Still, with regard to the main question, they are
tolerably well agreed, though there is great diversity
of opinion in respect to the details. It is plain
enough, from their united testimony, that the whole
matter of judgment after death, the rewards of a good
life, and the punishments of a bad life, with all the
formal solemnities of trial and condemnation,
originated and was perfected among the Egyptians,
according to the peculiar character of their mythology.
From them it was borrowed by the Greeks, who made such
changes and additions as fitted the system to the
genius and circumstances of that people.
It would seem that each district of Egypt had what
was called its “sacred lake,” beyond which were the
tombs and burial-places of the dead. Acherusia, the
lake near Memphis, was the model probably for the rest,
and appears to have furnished a general name for them.
When any one died, it was the duty of his relations,
according to Diodorus, to notify the forty-two judges
or assessors, whose office it was to decide upon the
character of the deceased, and then to appoint the day
for the funeral ceremonies and burial. When the day
came, the body of the dead was carried in procession to
the shore of the lake, from which it could not be
removed till after the judgment. The forty-two judges,
having been summoned, were in waiting at the place of
embarkation, to receive the body, and enter on the
trial. It was then lawful, for any person who thought
proper, to bring charges against the deceased; and if
it was proved that he had led an evil life, the judges
condemned him for his wickedness, and refused him the
privilege of burial, which was regarded as one of the
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greatest possible calamities. But if those accusing the
dead failed to establish their accusations, they were
subjected to the heaviest penalties.
If there was no accuser, or the charges were
disproved, then his relations were allowed to pronounce
the accustomed eulogy, praising his piety and goodness,
celebrating his virtues, and declaring the excellent
life which he had lived. This was followed by a prayer
supplicating the gods of the under-world to receive him
into the society of the blessed. Then came the
acclamations of the multitude assembled on the occasion,
who united in extolling the character of the dead, and
in rejoicing that he was now going to join the virtuous
in the regions of Amenti or Hades. This over, the body
was placed in the funeral boat, under the direction of
Horus, the ferryman of the dead, and borne across the
lake to its place of sepulture. This done, the
ceremonies of the occasion closed.
The bodies of those who had been refused burial
were carried back by the family, and the coffins set up
against the wall of the house. The spirit could not be
at rest until the body was buried.
“The duration of this punishment was limited,” says
Wilkinson, “according to the extent of crimes of which
the accused had been guilty. When the devotion of
friends, aided by liberal donations in the service of
religion, and the influential prayers of the priests,
had sufficiently softened the otherwise inexorable
nature of the gods, the period of this state of
purgatory was doubtless shortened.”
Beside this judgment on Earth, it appears there was
another after the dead entered the regions of Amenti or
Hades. For what reason, we cannot say, except the
judges of the invisible world were a kind of superior
court, who examined the case anew, with the view of
correcting any errors of the previous trial.
Sir J.G. Wilkinson informs us that “the judgment
scenes found in the tombs and on the papyri, sometimes
represent the deceased conducted by Horus to the region
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of AmentI Cerberus is present as the guardian of the
gates, near which the scales of justice were erected.
Anubis, ‘the director of the weight,’ having placed a
vase representing the good actions, or the heart of the
deceased, in one scale, and the figure or emblem of
truth in the other, proceeds to ascertain his claims
for admission. If, on being ‘weighed,’ he is ‘found
wanting,’ he is rejected; and Osiris, the judge of the
dead, inclining the scepter in token of condemnation,
pronounces judgment upon him, and condemns his soul to
return to earth under the form of a pig, or some other
unclean animal. Placed in a boat, it is removed, under
the charge of two monkeys, from the precincts of Amenti,
all communication with which is figuratively cut off by
a man who hews away the earth with an ax after its
passage; and the commencement of a new term of life is
indicated by the monkeys, the emblems of Thoth, as Time.
But if, when the sum of his deeds have been recorded,
his virtues so far predominate as to entitle him to
admission to the mansions of the blessed, Horus
introduces him to Osiris.”
It is with this judgment, at the point where the
condemned soul is sent back again to the earth in the
form of an animal, that the doctrine of transmigration
seems to connect itself.
According to Herodotus, the Egyptians believed the
soul would pass from one body to another, till it had
performed the circuit of all animals, terrestrial,
marine, and birds of the air; when it again takes up
its abode in the human body. This transmigration it was
supposed would fill up a period of three thousand years.
There is great diversity of opinion in regard to the
particulars of this curious arrangement, but the
leading idea appears to have been the punishment of the
wicked, for the wicked only, according to some
authorities, were subject to it, the good and pious
being received immediately, on the burial of the body,
into rest, or returning to the Good Being whence they
emanated. And it would seem, according to Wilkinson,
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that it was only the ordinarily wicked, not the very
worst, who were condemned to this purgatory. He thinks
that the monuments show “that the souls which underwent
transmigration were those of men whose sins were of a
sufficiently moderate kind to admit of that
purification; the unpardonable sinner being condemned
to eternal fire,” by which he means endless fire.
These records of the ancient Greeks, confirmed by the
monuments as illustrated by modern scholars, open to us
the origin of the doctrines of a judgment after death,
and of future endless rewards and punishments, for the
good or evil deeds of this life. From the Egyptians it
passed, with suitable modifications, to the Greeks and
Romans. Diodorus himself clearly shows that the fables
of the Acherusian lake, of Hecate, Cerberus, Charon,
and the Styx, have their original in these Egyptian
ceremonies and doctrines.
And Professor Stuart, in a note to Greppo’s Essay
on Hieroglyphics, accepts the statement of Spineto,
that the Amenti of the Egyptians originated the classic
fables of Hades and Tartarus, Charon, Pluto, the judges
of hell, the dog Cerberus, the Chimeras, Harpies,
Gorgons, Furies, “and other such unnatural and horrible
things with which the Greeks and Romans peopled their
fantastic hell.”
Greek Mythology: It is curious to note the
exactness of the copy in many particulars. The Egyptian
Acherusia gives us the Greek Acheron, and perhaps Styx.
The Egyptian Tartar, significant of the lamentations of
relatives over the dead refused burial on account of
their wicked lives, furnishes the Greek Tartarus, where
the wicked are punished. The funeral boat across the
lake, the ferryman, and the gold piece in the mouth of
the dead, give rise to Charon, his boat, and fee, and
the passage across the Styx into Hades. The cemetery
beyond the lake, surrounded by trees, called by the
Egyptians Elisout or Elisaeus, is the original of the
Greek Elysian Fields, the abode of the blessed. The
three infernal judges, Minos, Aeacus, Rhadamanthus, are
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borrowed from the Egyptian judges of the dead; and the
heads of animals symbolizing these judges, mistaken by
the Greeks, are changed into monster Gorgons, Harpies,
Furies."
<https://www.mercyuponall.org/pdfs-click-to-download/2942/#THE_ORIGIN_AND_HISTORY_OF_THE_DOCTRINE_OF_ENDLESS_PUNISHMENT>

"The literature of the intertestamental period
reflects the growth of the idea of the division of
Hades into separate compartments for the godly and the
ungodly. This aspect of eschatology was a popular
subject in the apocalyptic literature that flourished
in this period. Notable is the pseudepigraphic l Enoch
(written c. 200 B.C.), which includes the description
of a tour supposedly taken by Enoch into the center of
the earth. In another passage in Enoch, he sees at the
center of the earth two places — Paradise, the place of
bliss, and the valley of Gehinnom, the place of
punishment. The above illustrates that there was a
general notion of compartments in Hades that developed
in the intertestamental period."
- The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the
Bible, Vol. 3, p. 7.
"In Jewish apocalyptic literature Hades was an intermediate place (1 Enoch
51:1) where all the souls of the dead awaited judgment (22:3f). The dead were
separated into compartments, the righteous staying in an apparently pleasant place
(vs. 9) and various classes of sinners undergoing punishments in other
compartments (vv. 10-13).
- The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Vol. 2, p. 591.
"Under the influence of Persian and Hellenistic ideas concerning retribution
after death the belief arose that the righteous and the godless would have very
different fates, and we thus have the development of the idea of spatial separation
in the underworld, the first instance being found in Enoch."
- Gerhard Kittel, Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, Vol. 1, p.
147.
"Nowhere in the Old Testament is the abode of the dead regarded as a place
of punishment or torment. The concept of an infernal "hell" developed in Israel
only during the Hellenistic period.
- The Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bible, p. 788.
"The Jews have a book, written during the
Babylonish Captivity, entitled Gemara Babylonicum,
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containing doctrines entertained by Pagans concerning
the future state not recognized by the followers of
Moses. This story is founded on heathen views. They
were not obtained from the Bible, for the Old Testament
contains nothing resembling them. They were among those
traditions which our Savior condemned when he told the
Scribes and Pharisees, "Ye make the word of God of none
effect through your traditions," and when he said to
his disciples, "Beware of the leaven, or doctrine of
the Pharisees."
- J. W. Hanson, The Bible Hell [Boston:
Universalist Publishing House, 1888], p. 43.
Consider a few more examples from the Talmud, the
authoritative body of Jewish tradition:

(1) In Kiddushin (Treatise on Betrothal), fol:72, there
is quoted from the Juchasin, fol:75, 2, a long story
about what Levi said of Rabbi Judah: "This day he sits
in Abraham's bosom," i.e., the day he died. Note that
this wasn't the Bible saying anything about Abraham's
bosom, but Jewish tradition. Hanson continued: There is
a difference here between the Jerusalem and the
Babylonian Talmuds—the former says Rabbi Judah was
"carried by angels"; the latter says that he was
"placed in Abraham's bosom."
We can't find anything in the Old Testament about
anyone dying and being carried by angels to Abraham's
bosom, but we can certainly find it in Jewish tradition
before the time of Jesus.
(2) There was a story of a woman who had seen six of
her sons slain. She heard the command given to kill the
youngest (two-and-a-half years old), and running into
the embraces of her little son, kissed him and said, Go
thou, my son, to Abraham my father, and tell him: Thus
saith thy mother, Do not thou boast, saying, I built an
altar, and offered my son Isaac. For thy mother hath
built seven altars, and offered seven sons in one day,
etc.
- Midrash Echah, fol:68. 1)
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(3) We have examples also of the dead discoursing with
one another; and also with those who are still alive
(Berachoth, fol. 18, 2—Treatise on Blessings). R.
Samuel Bar Nachman saith, R. Jonathan saith, How doth
it appear that the dead have any discourse among
themselves?
(4) Then follows a story of a certain pious man that
went and lodged in a burying place, and heard two souls
discoursing among themselves. "The one said unto the
other, Come, my companion, and let us wander about the
world, and listen behind the veil, what kind of plagues
are coming upon the world." To which the other replied,
"O my companion, I cannot; for I am buried in a cane
mat; but do thou go, and whatsoever thou hearest, do
thou come and tell me," etc. The story goes on to tell
of the wandering of the soul and what he heard, etc.
(5) As to "the great gulf," we read (Midrash [or
Commentary] on Coheleth [Ecclesiastes], 103. 2), "God
hath set the one against the other (Ecc. vii. 14)
Ecclesiastes 7:14 In the day of prosperity be joyful,
but in the day of adversity consider: God also hath set
the one over against the other, to the end that man
should find nothing after him.
that is Gehenna and Paradise. How far are they distant?
A hand-breadth." Jochanan saith, "A wall is between."
But the Rabbis say "They are so even with one another,
that they may see out of one into the other."
A lot of these expressions about Abraham's bosom,
angels taking the righteous there, conversations
between the dead, sending children to make requests of
Abraham, etc., seem familiar to us now. Assuredly, had
we lived under the Old Testament, we would never have
heard such concepts in inspired teaching.
The Book of Enoch describes travels through the
cosmos and divides Sheol into four sections: for the
truly righteous, the good, the wicked who are punished
till they are released at the resurrection, and the
wicked that are complete in their transgressions and
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who will not even be granted mercy at the resurrection.
However, since the book predates Abraham, naturally the
character of Abraham does not feature. Later rabbinical
sources preserve several traces of the Bosom of Abraham
teaching.
The expression "bosom of Abraham", אברהם חיק, is
appears once in rabbinic literature, in the Babylonian
tractate Kiddushin (marriages) page 72b, first line.
The translation is:
'The day that [Rabbi Ada bar Ahava] sat in the
bosom of Abraham, Rabbi Yehuda was born in Babylon."
Note that the word commonly translated as "bosom", a
kind of odd English word that can also refer to a
woman's chest in English but not in Hebrew, is  חיקin
Hebrew, which might better be translated into English
nowadays as "embrace". It is used in Hebrew to indicate
closeness, membership in an intimate circle or group,
or acceptance. Possibly the phrase "bosom of Abraham"
fell out of use in Jewish circles because of its
adoption in Christian circles. It does not appear in
later Jewish literature or liturgy.
The idea that the wicked and the righteous did
not share the same fate, and not even the same
residence, began to grow. “During the intertestamental
period, the Jewish concept of Sheol had progressed to
the stage where it was believed that Sheol had two
distinct compartments, or sections. One section was a
place of torment to which the wicked went, while the
other was a place of conscious bliss, often called
‘Abraham’s Bosom’ or ‘Paradise,’ to which the righteous
were carried by angels…” (Pyles). The compartments were
adjacent to each other, yet completely distinct.
This is further reinforced by extra-biblical
writings such as the Book of Enoch. Though noncanonical, Enoch reflects this intertestamental Jewish
view and is worth consideration since it gives us
insight into Hebraic understanding and bridges the gap
with the Christian concepts.
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"And thence I went to another place, and he showed me
in the west [another] great and high mountain [and] of
hard rock. And there was in it four hollow places, deep
and wide and very smooth. How smooth are the hollow
places and deep and dark to look at. Then Raphael
answered, one of the holy angels who was with me, and
said unto me: “These hollow places have been created
for this very purpose, that the spirits of the souls of
the dead should assemble therein, yea that all the
souls of the children of men should assemble here. And
these places have been made to receive them till the
day of their judgment and till their appointed period
[till the period appointed], till the great judgment
(comes) upon them.”…Then I asked regarding it, and
regarding all the hollow places: “Why is one separated
from the other?” And he answered me and said unto me,
“These three have been made that the spirits of the
dead might be separated. And such a division has been
made (for) the spirits of the righteous, in which there
is the bright spring of water. And such has been made
for the sinners when they die and are buried in the
earth and judgment has not been executed on them in
their lifetime. Here their spirits shall be set apart
in this great pain till the great day of judgment and
punishment and torment of those who curse forever, and
retribution for their spirits. There He shall bind them
forever.” (1 Enoch 22:1–4, 8–12a, italics added).
< https://www.bridgesforpeace.com/letter/where-do-we-go-when-we-die-reconciling-jewish-christianconcepts/>

Luke 16:23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in
torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in
his bosom.
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This Scripture absolutely proves that the story of
the Rich Man and Lazarus is not a factual account.
Basic Scriptural reasons why the Parable of the Rich
Manis a not factual account
There is no activity or planning or wisdom in
Sheol/Hades.
Ecclesiastes 9:10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do,
do [it] with thy might; for [there is] no work, nor
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave,
whither thou goest.
The dead do not know anything, nor have they any longer
know or do anything. The 'Rich Man' parable is a
fictional account:
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The Old Testament's teaching on the status of the
dead is taught in verses like these:
Ecclesiastes 9:5 For the living know that they shall
die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they
any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.
Further, it is declared of man: Psalms 146:4 His breath
goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very
day his thoughts perish.
Jesus’ fictional account of the Rich Man and beggar
is clearly a symbolic story — a fantastical parable and
not a literal account of two men in Sheol after they
die. For one thing, it comes in a long line of parables
and opens with the same exact words as the previous
parable. Secondly, it clearly uses fantastical and
symbolic language. Thirdly, if taken literal it
contradicts what the entire rest of the Bible details
about the nature of Sheol, including the Lord's very
own unmistakable descriptions. Fourthly, the tale is a
classic reversal of fortunes story that mimics the
Pharisee’s Hellenistic belief in the immortality of the
soul apart from redemption in Christ. Fifthly, it
rebukes the corruption of the legalistic Judaic leaders,
including the Pharisees’ greed. And, sixthly, it
amazingly symbolizes the main theme of the New
Testament — the end of the old covenant and the
beginning of the new wherein the Gentiles have access
to spiritual riches through the gospel while
unrepentant Hebrews languish in unbelief.
Sheol is not a place of conscious existence in the
nether realm where people are either tormented in
flames crying out for a tiny bit of water or, if
they’re righteous, in a nether paradise conversing with
father Abraham. This ludicrous error can be traced to a
literal interpretation of Jesus’ parable of the rich
man and beggar, which contradicts the entire rest of
the Bible. The very fact that a literal interpretation
of this tale is at variance with the rest of the Bible
shows that it was never meant to be taken literally,
but rather figuratively.
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Also, because it would be ridiculous to think that
currently billions of dead unbelievers are able to lift
up their eyes from their graves (Hades) and see Abraham
and believers like Lazarus in Abraham’s bosom.
Clearly, the story is fictional. Jesus made it up,
that He was not telling the true story of a real man
named Lazarus , but people think that the setting and
details of the story, though not a true story, are
“true to life” in the same sense that Jesus’ parable of
the ten virgins might be called “true to life” (back
then, in oriental style weddings there really were
virgins with lamps). This confusion is a result of the
fact that most modern Christians are totally ignore of
what Jesus said in John 3:13
John 3:13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but
he that came down from heaven, [even] the Son of man
which is in heaven.
did Elijah, Enoch ascend to heaven?
|
V
means under their own power and didn't come
down
and they don't realize that Jesus took the setting and
key details of the story directly from the Pharisees’
pagan Talmudian tradition, not from Scripture.
If the Pharisees’ pagan oral Talmudian tradition
had existed in written form at that time, Jesus may as
well have been quoting directly from the Talmud. There
is nothing in Scripture, especially in the Old
Testament, which was the only Scripture Jesus and the
Israelites had back then that even remotely resembles
the pagan Talmudian conception of the afterlife. There
is no place in Scripture (other than this fictional
story Jesus told) that talks about someone going to
“Abraham’s bosom” when they die. It’s not in the Bible.
But it’s in the Talmud. It was part of the Pharisees’
pagan tradition.
The expression "bosom of Abraham", אברהם חיק, is post
OT, and appears once in rabbinic literature, in the
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Babylonian tractate Kiddushin (marriages) page 72b,
first line. The translation is:
'The day that [Rabbi Ada bar Ahava] sat in the bosom of
Abraham, Rabbi Yehuda was born in Babylon.' Note that
the word commonly translated as "bosom", a kind of
strange English word that can also refer to a woman's
chest in English but not in Hebrew, is  חיקin Hebrew,
which might better be translated into English nowadays
as "embrace". It is used in Hebrew to indicate
closeness, membership in an intimate circle or group,
or acceptance. Possibly the phrase "bosom of Abraham"
fell out of use in Jewish circles because of its
adoption in Christian circles. It does not appear in
later Jewish literature or liturgy.
"Abraham’s Bosom became synonymous to the afterlife
for a righteous person. This developed out of the idea,
based on the Hebrew Scriptures (Gen.– Mal., Tanach), of
“going to be with one’s fathers” at death. This can be
seen as far back as Genesis 47:30 where Jacob asks his
son Joseph to swear to bury his body in Canaan once he
has “joined his fathers,” i.e. died. Since Abraham was
the epitome of a righteous person, being personally
declared righteous by God Himself, it was reasonable to
assume that a righteous person would arrive in the same
location where Father Abraham was resting. “The phrase
‘to be in one’s bosom’ applies to the person who so
reclines at the table that his head is brought almost
into the bosom of the one sitting next above him. To be
in Abraham’s bosom signified to occupy the seat next to
Abraham, i.e., to enjoy felicity with (him)."
- Unger's Bible Dictionary
Sheol and death are synonymous concepts in that
unredeemed people who die go to Sheol and experience
the condition of death, the state of non-being. The
Scriptures repeatedly equate Sheol with death and
destruction, not fiery conscious torture. Even though
Sheol is the resting place of both the righteous and
wicked dead, a revelation began to emerge about the
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time of the prophet Daniel and the intertestamental
period. Daniel wrote,
Daniel 12:2 And many of them that sleep in the dust of
the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and
some to shame [and] everlasting contempt.
There is not a single place in the Bible (other
than this fictional story Jesus told) where dead people
talk to each other, excluding the two instances where
dead people temporarily woke up and talked to living
people on earth or to God and then went back to sleep –
Samuel and the souls of the 5th Seal of Revelation.
1Samuel 28:19 Moreover the LORD will also deliver
Israel with thee into the hand of the Philistines: and
to morrow [shalt] thou and thy sons [be] with me: the
LORD also shall deliver the host of Israel into the
hand of the Philistines.
Samuel had died and was now talking to Saul. Saul
died and the men of Jabesh burnt the bodies of Saul and
his sons. I Samuel 31:12. In what sense were they with
Samuel?
This conversation with Samuel was a miracle — a
Communication with the dead is impossible and those who
attempt it through a medium will be deceived by Satan
and disobey the clear teaching of God’s Word.
Leviticus 20:6 And the soul that turneth after such as
have familiar spirits, and after wizards, to go a
whoring after them, I will even set my face against
that soul, and will cut him off from among his people.
<https://www.bereanbiblesociety.org/are-the-dead-conscious/>

We're talking about dead people talking to each other
while they’re in a state of death or “sleep” as the
Bible calls it.) It’s not in the Bible. But it’s in the
Talmud.
The absolute proof is from Jesus’ very own mouth,
that He did not consider the story of Lazarus and Rich
Man to be a true story or “true to life”. Remember, in
John 3:13
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John 3:13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but
he that came down from heaven, [even] the Son of man
which is in heaven.
Did Elijah, Enoch ascend to heaven?
|
V
It means under their own power and they didn't
come down.
(From the context it is clear He is referring to heaven
where God lives.) So, if no man has ascended into
heaven then in the story of Lazarus and the Rich Man,
where did Lazarus go? Most modern Christians assume
“Abraham’s bosom” is just a fancy term Jesus used to
refer to heaven, and that when He told the story, did
He mean us to understand that Lazarus went to heaven
and the Rich Man went to hell? But this cannot be,
because Jesus Himself said that no man has ascended
into heaven.
Jesus was telling a fictional story that had its
setting and details borrowed directly from the
Pharisees’ pagan Talmudian tradition, but was not “true
to life” according to reality and according to the rest
of Scripture. The Pharisees’ pagan Talmudian tradition
(their oral tradition which was later written down as
the Talmud) contained talk about a conscious afterlife,
good people going to “Abraham’s bosom” when they die
and bad people going to the flames the afterlife, the
flames of the afterlife being separated only by a short
distance from heaven, etc. But outside of this one
fictional story Jesus told (the parable of Lazarus and
the Rich Man), the rest of the Bible says nothing about
a conscious afterlife, “Abraham’s bosom” or a nebulous
spirit-fire of the afterlife. The only Bible the
Israelites in Jesus’ day had, and the only Bible Jesus
Himself had, was the Old Testament, which contained
nothing even remotely resembling the setting of this
parable. The Old Testament clearly teaches unconscious
death, over and over and over again (Ecc. 9:5, 10, 12:7,
Ps. 6:5, 115:17, etc.) This was all the Israelites knew
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regarding what happens to a human at death. It would
have been exceedingly obvious to them that the setting
of this parable was not taken from Scripture. It is
inconceivable that Jesus would teach the Pharisees’
pagan Talmudian tradition in direct contradiction to
Old Testament Scripture. Especially given the fact that
one of the points He made with the parable was “Listen
to Moses and the prophets”.
Luke 16:29 Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and
the prophets; let them hear them.
Moses and the prophets (the OT Scriptures) contain
nothing resembling the version of the afterlife One
thing is certain: originally the belief in the
resurrection, any kind of resurrection, was not at all
the most typical Jewish idea of what would happen after
death. The Torah doesn’t mention life after death.
Although it is spoken about in the later prophets, the
afterlife is conspicuously absent from the Five Books
of Moses. The Torah is about this world, not the next.
While other religions offer promises of what lies in
store for the righteous in paradise, even giving vivid
descriptions of who awaits you there and interesting
facts about their biology, Judaism doesn’t see this as
a valid motive for doing good. God wants us to do good
because it is good. One view that is NOT represented in
the Hebrew Bible is the later Christian notion of
heaven and hell*, that is, heaven as a place of eternal
reward for souls that are faithful to God (or who have
lived good lives) and hell* as a place of eternal
punishment for souls who are not faithful (or good).
*Remember, we have proven that the word 'hell' does not
even exist in the Bible.
Jesus used a pagan Talmudian “afterlife” as the
setting for His fictional story. The very concept of
conscious death is pagan and not Biblical Ecclesiastes 9:5 For the living know that they shall
die: but the dead know not anything, neither have they
any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.
or
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Psalms 6:5 For in death [there is] no remembrance of
thee: in the grave who shall give thee thanks?
Psalms 115:17 The dead praise not the LORD, neither
any that go down into silence.
Psalms 146:2 While I live will I praise the LORD: I
will sing praises unto my God while I have any being.
Psalms 146:3 Put not your trust in princes, [nor] in
the son of man, in whom [there is] no help.
Psalms 146:4 His breath goeth forth, he returneth to
his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.
The only instance where Jesus talks about conscious
afterlife is in the parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus
is where Jesus deliberately and mockingly uses a
figurative setting from the Pharisees’ Talmudian
tradition (an oral tradition at His time that would
later be written down in the Talmud). The very paganism
that made its way into the Jewish traditions (Talmud)
also found its way into the modern translated Bible,
initially through Tertullian and Augustine, who started
formulating Christian doctrine in Latin, and both of
which in their own admission had a very limited grasp
of Greek, the language that the New Testament has been
originally written in.
< http://www.boontotheplanet.net/faith/belief/>

So we see that the only way to keep Jesus from
contradicting Himself is when we read
John 3:13
and the parable of Lazarus and the rich man side-byside, is to understand that the story of Lazarus and
the Rich Man is set in a setting taken directly from
the Pharisees’ pagan Talmudian tradition.
"In the story, then, of the Rich Man and Lazarus,
Jesus has put them down with one of their own
superstitions. He used their own ideas to condemn them.
It is simply a case of taking what others believe,
practice, or say, and using it to condemn them. "Since
the elements of the story are taken from the Pharisees'
own traditions, they are judged out of their own
mouths."
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- Sidney Hatch, Daring to Differ: Adventures in
Conditional Immortality, p. 91.)
The parable is not set in reality or “Biblical
reality”. The parable is set it a false pagan
“Talmudian reality”, the “Talmudian version of the
afterlife”, which of course, is not reality at all,
it's a pagan invention. Scripture tells us that Jesus’
audience that day included the Pharisees, who often put
their pagan Talmudian traditions above the Old
Testament Scriptures. Talmudian terms like “Abraham’s
bosom”, conscious death, and the pagan Talmudian
concept of the flames of the afterlife, etc., would
have been instantly recognized by the Pharisees; they
would have instantly understood that this story Jesus
was telling was set in the Talmudian afterlife, not an
Old Testament afterlife.
And every other Israelite present that day would
have also instantly understood that this story Jesus
was telling was not set in “Old Testament reality” but
in “the Talmudian afterlife”. Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
writes that 'eternal punishment for the wicked finds no
official acceptance in Judaism'. Rabbi David de Sola
Poolas asserts that 'not infrequently the Jew has
thought and spoken of a physical heaven or hell
awaiting one after death, but Classical Judaism more
generally conceives of them not as places but as
abstract states of existence. In a similar vein,
H.Woukin writes that the idea of Hell in Judaism is 'a
parable'. We do not know where it is, or what it is
like, or what precisely the parable implies'.
The Talmud tells us that there are 613 mitzvot: 365
commands to 'not do' and 248 . It is difficult to pin
down a single unifying belief about the afterlife in
Judaism! It is clear, that during the post-exilic
period, the old Hebraic conception of dark and
pointless Sheol was gradually shaped into the idea of
Heaven and Hell as separate places of post-mortem
reward.
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Again, the Old Testament was the only Bible the
Israelites had back then, and they knew the OT
Scriptures much better than most modern Christians do.
Therefore, they knew that the OT Scriptures say nothing
about conscious death, but rather plainly state several
times that death is unconscious. Death Is a Sleep.
Death is not complete annihilation; it is only a state
of temporary unconsciousness while the person awaits
the resurrection. The Bible repeatedly calls this
intermediate state a sleep. Referring to their deaths,
the Old Testament describes David, Solomon, and the
other kings of Israel and Judah as sleeping with their
forefathers (1 Kings 2:10; 11:43; 14:20, 31; 15:8; 2
Chron. 21:1; 26:23; etc.). Job called death a sleep
(Job 14:10-12), as did David (Ps. 13:3), Jeremiah (Jer.
51:39, 57), and Daniel (Dan. 12:2).
The New Testament uses the same imagery. In
describing the condition of Jairus' daughter, who was
dead, Christ said that she was sleeping (Matt. 9:24;
Mark 5:39). He referred to the deceased Lazarus in a
similar manner (John 11:11-14). Matthew wrote that many
"saints who had fallen asleep were raised" after
Christ's resurrection (Matt. 27:52), and in recording
Stephen's martyrdom, Luke wrote that "he fell asleep"
(Acts 7:60). Both Paul and Peter also called death a
sleep (1 Cor. 15:51, 52; 1 Thess. 4:13-17; 2 Peter 3:4).
The Biblical representation of death as a sleep clearly
fits its nature, as the following comparisons
demonstrate:
1. Those who sleep are unconscious. "The dead know
nothing" (Eccl. 9:5).
2. In sleep conscious thinking ceases. "His breath
goeth forth, . . . in that very day his thoughts
perish" (Ps. 146:4, KJV).
3. Sleep brings an end to all the day's activities.
"There is no work or device or knowledge or wisdom in
the grave where you are going" (Eccl. 9:10).
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4. Sleep disassociates us from those who are awake, and
from their activities. "Nevermore will they have a
share in anything done under the sun" (verse 6).
5. Normal sleep renders the emotions inactive. "Their
love, their hatred, and their envy have now perished"
(verse 6).
6. In sleep men do not praise God. "The dead do not
praise the Lord" (Ps. 115:17).
7. Sleep presupposes an awakening. "'The hour is coming
in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice
and come forth'" (John 5:28, 29).
The Person Returns to Dust. To understand what
happens to a person at death, one must understand what
makes up his or her nature. The Bible portrays a person
as an organic unity. At times it uses the word soul to
refer to the whole person, and at other times to the
affections and emotions. But it does not teach that man
comprises two separate parts. Body and soul only exist
together; they form an indivisible union.
All the dead go into this place,
Psalms 89:48 What man [is he that] liveth, and shall
not see death? shall he deliver his soul from the hand
of the grave? Selah.
both the righteous and the wicked. Jacob said,
Genesis 37:35 And all his sons and all his daughters
rose up to comfort him; but he refused to be comforted;
and he said, For I will go down into the grave unto my
son mourning. Thus his father wept for him.
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7585. sheol ►
Original Word: ְשׁאוֹל
Part of Speech: Noun Feminine
Transliteration: sheol
Phonetic Spelling: (sheh-ole')
Definition: underworld (place to which people descend at death)

When the earth opened "its mouth" to swallow the
wicked Korah and his company, they went "'down alive
into the pit [sheol]'" (Num. 16:30). Sheol receives the
whole person at death. When Christ died, He went into
the grave (hades) but at the Resurrection His soul left
the grave (hades, Acts 2:27, 31, or sheol, Ps. 16:10).
When David thanked God for healing, he testified that
his soul was saved "from the grave [sheol]" (Ps. 30:3).
The grave is not a place of consciousness. Since death
is a sleep, the dead will remain in a state of
unconsciousness in the grave until the resurrection,
when the grave (hades) gives up its dead (Rev. 20:13).
The Spirit Returns to God. Though the body returns
to dust, the spirit returns to God. Solomon said that
at death "the dust will return to the earth as it was,
and the spirit will return to God who gave it".
Ecclesiastes 12:7 Then shall the dust return to the
earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God
who gave it.
This is true of all, both the righteous and the wicked.
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In the Bible neither the Hebrew nor the Greek term
for spirit (ruach and pneuma, respectively) refers to
an intelligent entity capable of a conscious existence
apart from the body. Rather, these terms refer to the
"breath" — the spark of life essential to individual
existence, the life principle that animates animals and
human beings. Solomon wrote,
Psalms 49:12 Nevertheless man [being] in honour
abideth not: he is like the beasts [that] perish.
Ecclesiastes 3:19 For that which befalleth the sons of
men befalleth beasts; even one thing befalleth them: as
the one dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they have all
one breath; so that a man hath no preeminence above a
beast: for all [is] vanity.
All have the same breath ["spirit," margin; ruach]; man
has no advantage over the animal. . . . All go to the
same place; all come from dust, and to dust all return.
Ecclesiastes 3:20 All go unto one place; all are of
the dust, and all turn to dust again.
Ecclesiastes 3:21 Who knoweth the spirit of man that
goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth
downward to the earth?
"He implies that there is a difference in the
destination of spirits, but he does not profess to know,
for certain, if this is so (Agnosticism). It is obvious
that there has to be a difference, because he has just
stated that God will “judge the righteous and the
wicked. Men are so much like beasts that, in a dozen
respects, there is no difference between them at all.
As a matter of fact, the things they have in common are
so many and so outstanding that, throughout the
Scriptures, God continually refers to men as animals:
1. They are dogs (Phil. 3:2; Rev. 22:15).
2. They are wolves (Matt. 7:15; Acts 20:29).
3. They are serpents (Matt. 10:16; 23:33).
4. They are eagles (Isa. 40:31).
5. They are like doves (Isa. 59:11).
6. They are like bulls (Psa. 22:12).
7. They are like dragons (Job 30:29; Micah 1:8).
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8. They are like sheep and goats (Matt. 25)."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Ecclesiastes Commentary
So, according to Solomon, at death there is no
difference between the spirits of man and beast.
Solomon's statement that indicates that what returns to
God
Ecclesiastes 12:7 Then shall the dust return to the
earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God
who gave it.
is simply the life principle that He imparted. There is
no indication that the spirit or breath, was a
conscious entity separate from the body. This ruach can
be equated with the "breath of life" that God breathed
into the first human being to animate his lifeless body
(cf. Gen. 2:7).
Harmony Through the Scriptures
Many honest people who have not studied the
complete teaching of the Bible on death have been
unaware that death is a sleep until the resurrection.
Some have assumed that various passages support the
idea that the spirit or soul has a conscious existence
after death. Careful study reveals that the consistent
teaching of the Bible is that death causes the
cessation of consciousness.
The Bible teaches that when we die, we remain dead
until the resurrection. The Apostle Paul never speaks
of the dead as being alive or conscious. He refers to
deceased Christians as those who sleep in Jesus
1Thessalonians 4:14 For if we believe that Jesus died
and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus
will God bring with Him.
Sleep is used as a metaphor for death.
To repeat, the Bible teaches that a dead person
remains dead until the resurrection. Both the Apostle
Paul and Jesus referred to death as a sleep and who is
dead has no consciousness, remaining in one the grave
until the resurrection. Scripture shows that
immortality is a gift from God.
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Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Notice that the Scripture does not state "the
wages of sin is immortal life in Hell-fire." The wages
of sin is death, the absence of life. If you already
had an immortal soul, if you already had eternal life
then you would not need it as a gift from God. Eternal
life is a wonderful gift through our living Saviour,
Jesus Christ.
For a final proof that death is an unconscious
state let's go to Jesus and study what He says about
death. When Lazarus died Jesus said to His disciples,
John 11:11 These things said he: and after that he
saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go,
that I may awake him out of sleep.
When the disciples thought that he meant sleep as
in what we do at night in bed Jesus responded plainly,
"Lazarus is dead."
John 11:14 Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus
is dead. This cannot be more plain or clearer than
that.
Death is an unconscious state and in the Bible is
often compared to sleep. In both states we have no
conscious awareness of what is going on around us. So
sleep is a good analogy for the state of the dead, and
that is why it is used so often in the Bible to
represent our state of unconsciousness in death.
The erroneous doctrine of natural immortality has
led to belief in consciousness in death. As we have
seen, these positions directly contradict the Biblical
teaching on this subject. They were incorporated into
the Christian faith from pagan philosophy —
particularly that of Plato—during the time of the great
apostasy. Plato thought that the soul could and would
exist apart from the body. Plato’s Phaedo* argues that
the soul is immortal and survives the death of the body.
* This topic will be discussed more fully later in this
document's Appendix
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These beliefs became the prevailing view within
Christianity and continue to be the dominant view today.
Belief that the dead are conscious has prepared many
Christians to accept spiritualism. If the dead are
alive and in the presence of God, why could they not
return to earth as ministering spirits? And if they can,
why not try to communicate with them to receive their
counsel and instruction, to avoid misfortune, or to
receive comfort in sorrow?
Building on this line of reasoning, Satan and his
angels (Rev. 12:4, 9) have established a channel of
communication through which they can accomplish their
deception. Through such means as spiritualistic séances
they impersonate departed loved ones, bringing supposed
comfort and assurance to the living. At times they
predict future events, which, when proved to be
accurate, give them credibility. Then the dangerous
heresies they proclaim take on the appearance of
authenticity, even though they contradict the Bible and
God's law. Having removed the barriers against evil,
Satan has free rein to lead people away from God and to
certain destruction.
Only resurrection can restore the dead to consciousness
Resurrection is "the restoration of life, together
with fullness of being and personality, subsequent to
death." Because humanity is subject to death, there
must be a resurrection if they are to experience life
beyond the grave. Throughout the Old and New Testaments,
God's messengers have expressed hope in a resurrection
(Job 14:13-15; 19:25-29; Ps.49:15; 73:24; Isa. 26:19;1
Cor. 15.). The hope of the resurrection, for which we
have solid evidence, encourages us that we can enjoy a
better future beyond this present world in which death
is the destiny of all.
The wages of sin is death. But God, who alone is
immortal, will grant eternal life to His redeemed.
Until that day death is an unconscious state for all
people. When Christ, who is our life, appears, the
resurrected righteous and the living righteous will be
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glorified and caught up to meet their Lord. The second
resurrection, the resurrection of the unrighteous, will
take place a thousand years later.
http://www.sdanet.org/atissue/books/27/27-25.htm

So as soon as Jesus started talking about conscious
death, dead people talking to each other, “Abraham’s
bosom”, etc., the Jews would have instantly known the
fictional illustrative story Jesus was telling was not
set in a setting from the Bible. Most of them were
probably at least somewhat familiar with the Pharisees’
oral Talmudian tradition as well, so they probably
would have recognized the story as being set in that
version of the afterlife.
Jesus also would have been familiar with the
Pharisees’ oral traditions, since the Bible records
Jesus at age twelve asking insightful questions of the
religious leaders of the day:
Luke 2:46 And it came to pass, that after three days
they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of
the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them
questions.
‘found’ - After three sorrowing days, they find Him
still in Jerusalem, in the temple.
Luke 2:47 And all that heard him were astonished at
his understanding and answers.
‘after three days’ - on the third day after they had
left Jerusalem
Luke tells how suddenly Jesus disappeared and eventually his
parents found him in the Temple where, to their great astonishment,
He was holding a serious conversationwith learned men that
were amazed by his wisdom.
So, Jesus’ statement in John 3:13
John 3:13
And no man hath ascended up to heaven, buthe that
came down from heaven, [even] the Son of man which is in
heaven.

Did Elijah, Enoch ascend to heaven?
|
V
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It means under their own power and they didn't
come down.
John 20:17 Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am
not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren,
and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your
Father; and [to] my God, and your God.
- Jesus Christ was under His own power
“No man has ascended into heaven” proves beyond
any shadow of doubt that He did not think of the story
of Lazarus and the Rich Man as being set in reality or
as based on the truth of the Bible. Scripture is clear
that a human being’s spirit “returns to God who gave it”
– for example, when Jesus said the moment before He
died on the cross,
Luke 23:46 And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice,
he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit:
and having said thus, he gave up the ghost.
But a human being’s spirit is not conscious apart
from a functioning physical body. Remember, in Genesis
2:7
Genesis 2:7 And the LORD God formed man [of] the dust
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became a living soul.
"God made this man, and He made him out of the dust
of the ground. There’s the body. He breathed into him
the breath of life, that’s the spirit."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Body, Soul, And Spirit
God created a physical body from the earth and then
breathed spirit into it. The spirit gave life to the
body and man became a living soul. God made Adam and
Eve as complete or ‘whole’ beings. Each part of them
were intricately interwoven with the other parts in a
marvelous way. Just as the body itself is a whole unit
made up of many parts,
1Corinthians 12:12 For as the body is one, and hath
many members, and all the members of that one body,
being many, are one body: so also [is] Christ.
Our whole self was created to function as a complete
unit.
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Adam did not become a “living soul” until a human
spirit created by God joined with a physical body. The
Bible is absolutely clear that death is the reverse of
Genesis 2:7 – the spirit “returns to God who gave it”,
the body “returns to the dust from whence it came”, and
the soul/consciousness/life disappears (goes to “the
unseen”, so that the person “sleeps” or “rests”.) The
Bible treats death as the absence of life or separation
from life, not as a second life. The second life does
not come until resurrection from the dead. Again, if
death was a second life, what would be the need for
resurrection? Resurrection to life is necessary because
death is the absence of life/consciousness. Paganism is
what makes things nonsensical. Death is not the
opposite of consciousness; it is the absence of it what is absent - is being. To state it simply, death
is the condition without consciousness. The Bible’s
clear teachings about death make perfect sense when you
understand them correctly.
Jesus and His Israelite audience 2,000 years ago
had that notion of focusing on the Kingdom coming to
Earth, and in so doing we will understand this parable
accurately and correctly the way Jesus meant it and the
way His audience would have naturally and effortlessly
understood it. Jesus was taking a popular traditional
teaching of the Pharisees, itself taken from Greek and
Egyptian* origins, and using this false legend against
them in teaching them about the perils of greed, or of
trusting in riches.
Again consider the impossibility of Lazarus ascending
to heaven in this parable:
John 3:13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but
he that came down from heaven, [even] the Son of man which is in heaven.
Repeat: Didn't Elijah, Enoch ascend to heaven?

It means under their own power .
"This is reaffirmed by Simon Peter in Acts 2:34. The
“catch” to it is that several characters were “caught
up” or “taken up” into Heaven (see 2 Kings 2; Gen. 5:24;
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and Deut. 34 with Jude 9). But none went up in their
own power. Jesus Christ ascends and descends (see
comments on John 20:17) by His own power
Luke says “carried up” in his gospel (24:51) and “taken
up” in Acts 1:9, but it is more than apparent that He
Himself furnishes the power, for He Himself was GOD (1
Tim. 3:16; 1 John 5:20): the same “God” that took Enoch,
Elijah, and Moses up, when they had no power to get off
the ground.
- John By Peter S. Ruckman
This proves that Jesus did not intend the story of
Lazarus and the Rich Man to be a literal teaching about
the setting of the story, but rather He intended it to
be a fictional story designed as a vehicle to make a
few points. The points are only related to the setting
and details of the story in the sense that the setting
and details illustrate the points. The setting and
details of the story are not the point, they are only a
fictional vehicle to illustrate one or more points. For
example, the parable of the seed and the sower uses
farming as a vehicle to illustrate points about the
Word of God, but the farming is not the point; the
parable is not a literal teaching about farming. In the
same way, the parable of Lazarus and the Rich Man uses
the pagan Talmudian conception of the afterlife as a
vehicle to illustrate several points, but the Talmudian
idea of the afterlife is not the point; the parable is
not a literal teaching about the Talmudian idea of the
afterlife or any other conception of the afterlife.
This is initially hard for modern believers to grasp,
but when you put yourself in the mindset of an
Israelite 2,000 years ago, it is easy to understand.
Again, Jesus took the “conscious afterlife” setting
and certain details of the story directly from the
Pharisees’ pagan Talmudian tradition, not from
Scripture. The “conscious afterlife” setting of the
fictional story that helps illustrate the points Jesus
made with it. Jesus could have made the same points
with a story set anywhere, but He carefully chose a
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“conscious afterlife” setting directly borrowed from
the Pharisee’s pagan Babylonian Talmudian traditions
and then inserted clues in the story to show His
audience that He did not believe in any pagan
“conscious death” ideas, but rather was mocking such
pagan ideas, as an additional affront to the Pharisees
whom He was condemning with the parable. (This explains
why the details of the story completely contradict the
rest of the accurately translated Bible’s teaching on
death, but completely agree with the pagan Talmud – and
ironically, the pagan version of the afterlife that has
the same type of pagan origins as the Talmud. The
people who heard the story 2,000 years ago would have
naturally interpreted the story very differently than
the typical modern Christian does, because they had a
set of knowledge, beliefs, and assumptions that modern
Christians do not have. Namely, they understood the
clear Scriptural teaching that death is unconscious,
whereas modern Christians by and large do not
understand these things or bring them to mind when
reading the parable of Lazarus and the Rich man
thousands of years later.
"The new account of human death is based on the
irreversible loss of consciousness because it provides
the key human attributes and the highest level of
control in the hierarchy of integrating functions
within the organism. The notion of consciousness as the
ultimate integrative function is more consistent with
the biologically-based systems than the more
philosophically-based notions of personhood."
- Machado C ,Consciousness as a definition of death:
its appeal and complexity., Clin Electroencephalogr.
1999 Oct;30(4):156-64.
The main point of the parable is “A switch in
fortunes between the elite and the downtrodden is
coming” – but this switch does not refer to eternity or
the afterlife, but rather to the next age of life on
Earth, when Jesus will rule over the whole world. This
is in line with the primary message Jesus preached to
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Israel, which was not about eternity or the afterlife,
but was about giving them the chance in their lifetimes
to rule with Him during the next age of life on Earth.
Luke’s parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus is
missing a crucial feature that its Egyptian and
rabbinical parallels have: a moral justification for
the reversal of fortunes. In the story of Setme and SiOsiris, the rich man is punished for his wickedness,
and the poor man is rewarded for his righteousness. It
is the same in the Talmudic tale. The moral of both
stories seems to be, “Pursue goodness rather than
riches, for only the former carries eternal value.” But
in Luke’s story, nothing is said of the Rich Man’s evil
deeds or the poor man’s piety that earn them their
respective rewards. In fact, it seems to be the rich
man’s wealth itself that damns him, and Lazarus’s
poverty that earns him comfort. That is certainly the
rationale given by Abraham in
Luke 6:25 Woe unto you that are full! for ye shall
hunger. Woe unto you that laugh now! for ye shall mourn
and weep.
The main point of the parable was designed to
criticize the Pharisees, who had positions of power and
were aligned with the corrupt political leaders of this
age, and simultaneously to encourage the ordinary
powerless person being exploited by the powerful. The
secondary point Jesus made with the parable was,
“Listen to Moses and the prophets. Listen to the Old
Testament Scriptures, rather than the pagan Talmudian
nonsense that I’m subtly mocking with this parable
whose fictional setting is taken from it.”
Luke 16:31 And he said unto him, If they hear not
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded,
though one rose from the dead.
The third point Jesus made with the parable was a
prophecy about the fact that even after He rose from
the dead the Pharisees would not listen to Him. None
of these points have anything to do with conscious
death or the “afterlife”. Again, let’s go back to the
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fictional “pagan Talmudian version of the afterlife”.
It was merely a fictional vehicle to make certain
points that have nothing to do with an “afterlife” just
as the parable of the seed and the sower has nothing to
do with farming.
Many have interpreted the story of Lazarus and the
rich man as a literal teaching on “the afterlife”, of
which it is nothing of the sort. If it was, it would
contradict Jesus’ own words in John 3:13, everything
else in the whole testimony of the Old Testament, as
well as the whole testimony of the writings of the New
Testament concerning what happens at death. Lazarus and
the Rich Man are in and of themselves the main point of
the story. They are just a fictional vehicle to make
the points Jesus wanted to make. In all of Jesus’
parables, just as with any parable told by anyone, it
would be ridiculous to assume that we should treat the
fictional setting and fictional story as literal or try
to learn something from the setting and details
themselves, other than understanding the point they
illustrate.
Just because the setting of the story in the
parable of Lazarus and the Rich Man is “the afterlife”
or “conscious death” does not mean that we should
interpret the story/parable as being about that subject.
In fact it is not about that subject precisely because
it is a parable!. His main message and constant
preaching to Israel about the kingdom of God coming to
Earth (Acts 1:7, Matt. 6:10). If we realize that his
points have nothing to do with “the afterlife” or
“conscious death” then we will see this.
In Isaiah 61:1 He's to preach good tidings to the
meek. Now in Luke He's preaching to gospel to the poor.
So this is the gospel of the kingdom of God for the
Jewish people. His points are
1) in the coming Kingdom of God a switch in fortunes
between the downtrodden and the powerful will occur,
and once it comes it will be too late for the powerful
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to repent and take part in the good things the
downtrodden will enjoy,
2) people should listen to the Word of God (“Moses and
the prophets”) before the kingdom comes so as to have a
good part in it when it comes, and
3) even if the Pharisees saw someone rise from the
dead they would not believe in Jesus prophesying about
His death and resurrection, and how the Pharisees and
Israel as a whole would still not accept Him as Messiah
even after that. All these points make perfect sense
without having anything to do with the afterlife or
conscious death or eternal destiny. All these points
are exactly in line with the primary subject Jesus
constantly preached to Israel about –
When the afterlife-trained modern Christians read
the parable of Lazarus and the Rich Man, they
artificially add, in their own minds, the idea of “be
afraid of hell” to Jesus’ explanation. But all of His
points make perfect sense as having nothing whatsoever
to do with or the afterlife or conscious death. There
is no need to add the idea of “be afraid of hell” to
His points. The pagan Talmudian afterlife setting of
the story is just a fictional vehicle. If the fictional
story Jesus told was a true depiction of the afterlife,
it would be ridiculous and absurd. First of all, why
would a man suffering in the flames of the afterlife
ask for just a drop of water on his tongue? Jesus
creatively added this absurd detail to the story to
make it extra-clear that He did not consider it to be
“true to life”. Many completely ignore this absurd
detail.
Another absurd aspect of the story, which Jesus
lifted directly from the Talmudian version of the
afterlife,
"In Eruvin 19b, we are told that all but the most
wicked are sent to Gehenom (a fiery place, according to
Berakhot 57 - Talmud
is the idea of the flames of the afterlife being
within shouting distance of heaven. How are we supposed
518

to enjoy ourselves in heaven with the screams of the
tortured damned – many of them our loved ones –
emanating from right next door?
The German scholar Gressmann drew attention to the
parallels in a book published in 1918, and also noted
several Jewish versions of the story. One appears in
the Palestinian Talmud, and tells of a rich tax
collector and a poor Torah scholar who die the same day.
In a dream to the poor man’s friend, it is revealed
that the rich man is tormented by thirst in the
afterlife, while the poor scholar enjoys the gardens of
paradise. These stories* share at least three elements
with Luke’s:
(1) the deaths of a rich man and a poor man;
(2) the reversal of their fortunes in the afterlife;
and
(3) the possibility of returning from the netherworld
to reveal this truth to the living.
*This is a theme that is specifically focused on by
Luke throughout his Gospel:
Luke 6:24 But woe unto you that are rich! for ye have
received your consolation.
Luke 6:25 Woe unto you that are full! for ye shall
hunger. Woe unto you that laugh now! for ye shall mourn
and weep.
Nevertheless, this reasoning is so hard to accept
for some readers that they look for an implicit crime
that the rich man has committed. Richard Bauckham cites
examples of scholars who insist that the rich man must
have misused his wealth, acquired it wrongly, or
neglected to give Lazarus charity; and that Lazarus
must have been pious in addition to poor.
Luke’s Afterlife Imagery
Let's look at Luke’s unique portrayal of the
afterlife. Ancient Israelite religion had no concept of
a conscious afterlife where the immortal souls of the
deceased were punished or rewarded. On the whole, the
Hebrew Bible shows a near-complete lack of interest in
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what happens after death. During the Persian and
Hellenistic periods, however, new ideas from Greece and
Persia influenced the way Judeans thought about death.
In the Greek-speaking world, Plato’s story of Er in
Republic was particularly influential in convincing
people that the spirits of the dead would be judged
according to their earthly lives and earn either bliss
in Elysium or punishment in the netherworld. Many other
Greek philosophers taught similar views.
For Luke, however, we’re looking specifically for a
source in which departed souls go to the same place but
are divided by the wicked and righteous, with some
receiving comfort and others torment. It turns out we
have just a text: 1 Enoch.
In 1 Enoch 22, Enoch is given a tour of a mountain
in the West where the spirits of the dead go to await
judgment. This mountain has four caverns by which the
dead are separated into groups. One cavern is for the
spirits of the righteous, and it contains a bright
fountain of water. Another is for sinners who were not
punished during their lives; they are to suffer torment
until the Judgment.
The Book of Enoch. Chapter 22.
1 And from there, I went to another place, and he
showed me in the west a large and high mountain, and a
hard rock, and four beautiful places.
2 And inside, it was deep, wide, and very smooth. How
smooth is that which rolls, and deep and dark to look
at!
(Proverbs 15:24)
3 Then Raphael, one of the Holy Angels who was with me,
answered me, and said to me: “These beautiful places
are there so that the spirits, the souls of the dead,
might be gathered into them. For them they were created;
so that here they might gather the souls of the sons of
men.
(1 Peter 3:18-20), (1 Peter 4:6), (Psalm 68:18),
(Ephesians 4:8-10)
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4 And these places they made, where they will keep them
until the Day of Judgment, and until their appointed
time, and that appointed time will be long, until the
great judgment comes upon them.
(1 Peter 3:18-20), (1 Peter 4:6), (Psalm 68:18),
(Ephesians 4:8-10)
5 And I saw the spirits of the sons of men who were
dead and their voices reached Heaven and complained.
(Genesis 4:10)
6 Then I asked Raphael, the Angel who was with me, and
said to him: “Whose is this spirit, whose voice thus
reaches Heaven and complains?”
7 And he answered me, and said to me, saying: “This
spirit is the one that came out of Abel, whom Cain, his
brother, killed. And he will complain about him until
his offspring are destroyed from the face of the Earth,
and from amongst the offspring of men, his offspring
perish.”
(Genesis 4:3-8), (Genesis 4:9-11), (Matthew 23:35),
(Luke 11:51), (1 John 3:12), (Jude 1:10-11)
8 Then I asked about him, and about judgment on all,
and I said: “Why is one separated from another?”
9 And he answered me, and said to me: “These three
places where made, in order that they might separate
the spirits of the dead. And thus the souls of the
righteous have been separated; this is the spring of
water, and on it the light.
The idea of a spring of water in the otherworld
does not originate with 1 Enoch, but is common in Greek
depictions of the afterlife, including that given by
Plato in Republic. A similar idea is found in
Revelation 22:1. The “great chasm” of 1 Enoch 18:10 and
Luke’s parable also find their origins in Greek
descriptions of Hades.
(Revelation 14:13), (John 4:14), (John 7:38),
(Revelation 22:1)
10 Likewise, a place has been created for sinners, when
they die, and are buried in the earth, and judgment has
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not come upon them during their life.
(Exodus 23:7), (Ben Sira 9:11-12)
11 And here their souls will be separated for this
great torment, until the Great Day of Judgment and
Punishment and Torment for those who curse, forever,
and of vengeance on their souls. And there he will bind
them forever. Verily, He is, from the beginning of the
world.
(Ben Sira 21:10), (Job 24:19-20), (Job 7:9-11), (Wisdom
16:14), (Job 14:11-13), (Psalm 17:13-15), (Daniel 12:2),
(Matthew 25:46), (John 5:28-29), (Acts 24:15)
12 And thus a place has been separated for the souls of
those who complain, and give information about their
destruction, about when they were killed, in the days
of the sinners.
13 Thus a place has been created, for the souls of men
who are not righteous, but sinners, accomplished in
wrongdoing, and with the wrongdoers will be their lot.
But their souls will not be killed on the day of
judgment, nor will they rise from here.”
(Psalm 1:5-6), (Revelation 20:5), (Psalm 119:155), (Ben
Sira 41:5-11), (Wisdom 1:16), (Wisdom 2:21-24), (Wisdom
3:10), (Wisdom 4:20), (Wisdom 5:13-14), (Job 8:11-14),
(Job 27:7-10)
14 Then I blessed the Lord of Glory, and said: “Blessed
be my Lord, the Lord of Glory and Righteousness, who
rules everything forever.”
(1 Kings 8:32)
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<
Not only is this a reasonable match for Luke’s
description, but it also explains some other curious
details. For example, we may speculate that when the
rich man asks for Lazarus to bring him a drop of water,
he is referring to the fountain that the righteous
enjoy.² And though these abodes are not separated by a
chasm in En 22, the phrase “great chasm” (χάσμα μέγα)
does appear in nearby chapter 18, in a similar context.
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The Book of Enoch. Chapter 18.
1 And I saw the storehouses of all the winds, and I saw
how with them He has adorned all creation, and I saw
the foundations of the Earth.
2 And I saw the cornerstone of the Earth. And I saw the
four winds which support the Earth and the sky.
(Job 38:4-7), (Zechariah 10:3-4), (Isaiah 28:16)
(Zechariah 6:1-5), (Revelation 7:1)
3 And I saw how the winds stretch out the height of
Heaven, and how they position themselves between Heaven
and Earth; they are the Pillars of Heaven.
4 And I saw the winds which turn the sky and cause the
disc of the Sun and all the stars to set.
5 And I saw the winds on the Earth which support the
clouds and I saw the paths of the Angels. I saw at the
end of the Earth; the firmament of
Heaven above.
6 And I went towards the south, and it was burning day
and night, where there were seven mountains of precious
stones, three towards the east and three towards the
south.
7 And those towards the east were of colored stone, and
one was of pearl, and one of healing stone; and those
towards the south, of red stone.
8 And the middle one reached to Heaven, like the throne
of the Lord, of stibium, and the top of the throne was
of sapphire.
9 And I saw a burning fire, and what was in all the
mountains.
10 And I saw a place there, beyond the great earth;
there the waters gathered together.
11 And I saw a deep chasm of the earth*, with pillars
of heavenly fire, and I saw among them fiery pillars of
Heaven, which were falling, and as regards both height
and depth, they were immeasurable.
(Matthew 25:41), (Psalm 140:9-10), (Jude 1:7),
(Proverbs 23:26-28)
12 And beyond this chasm, I saw a place, and it had
neither the sky above it, nor the foundation of earth
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below it; there was no water on it, and no birds, but
it was a desert place.
13 And a terrible thing I saw there, seven stars, like
great burning mountains.
14 And like a spirit questioning me, the Angel said:
“This is the place of the end of Heaven and Earth; this
is the prison for the Stars of Heaven and the Host of
Heaven.
(Revelation 20:7)
*The Greek belief was that unrighteous souls in Sheol
were in a state of constant torment desperately
yearning for less than a drop of water for relief,
which won’t be granted, while righteous souls hang out
with father Abraham in a “paradise” compartment. These
two compartments are separated by a 'great chasm'.
Enoch 22 (in Greek) also has parallels to some of
the terminology used in Luke that is word basanois
(βασάνοις, “torment”), and the mention of the rich man’s
burial. The Enochic model confirms that “Abraham’s
bosom” is not a separate location as some Christian
interpreters think, for Lazarus and the rich man are
both in different compartments of Hades, used here, as
elsewhere in the New Testament, as an equivalent to the
Old Testament (and Enochic) Sheol.
The term “bosom” (κόλπος) was sometimes used in
Greek and Latin epitaphs to describe something like
Gaia’s embrace of the departed, and had little to do
with postmortem life (Lehtipuu, p. 216). It is hard to
say if this is significant to Luke’s usage. Where the
term is used in the New Testament (mainly John’s
Gospel), it suggests a position of intimacy or honour
with respect to someone else.
John 13:23 Now there was leaning on Jesus' bosom one
of his disciples, whom Jesus loved.
Luke frequently depicts the kingdom of God as an
eschatological banquet in which God’s chosen people
feast with the Jewish patriarchs - particularly in the
Great Supper parable - and scholars generally think
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this image is what Luke has in mind with the reference
to “Abraham’s bosom”.
Not only is this a reasonable match for Luke’s
description, but it also explains some other curious
details. For example, we may speculate that when the
rich man asks for Lazarus to bring him a drop of water,
he is referring to the 'fountain' that the righteous
enjoy. And though these abodes are not separated by a
chasm in Enoch 22, the phrase “great chasm” (χάσμα μέγα)
does appear in nearby chapter 18, in a similar context.
Enoch 22 (in Greek) also has parallels to some of the
terminology used in Luke that is otherwise rare in the
New Testament, like the use of the word zoe (ζωῇ) to
mean “lifetime”, the word basanois (βασάνοις, “torment”),
and the mention of the rich man’s burial.
Luke 16:23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in
torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in
his bosom.

◄ 931. basanos ►
HELPS Word-studies
Cognate: 931 básanos – originally, a black, silicon-based stone used as "a touchstone" to test the
purity of precious metals (like silver and gold). See 928 (basanízō).
[In the papyri, basanos also means, "touchstone," "test" (so P Oxy I. 58.25, ad 288).
931 (basanois) was "originally (from oriental origin) a touchstone; a 'Lydian stone' used for
testing gold because pure gold rubbed on it left a peculiar mark. Then it was used for
examination by torture. Sickness was often regarded as 'torture' " (WP, 1, 37).]

The Enochic model confirms that “Abraham’s bosom”
is not a separate location as some Christian
interpreters think, for Lazarus and the Rich Man are
both in different compartments of Hades - used here,
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as elsewhere in the New Testament, as an equivalent to
the Old Testament (and Enochic) Sheol.
<https://isthatinthebible.wordpress.com/2016/03/01/is-the-parable-of-the-rich-man-and-lazarus-afable-about-the-afterlife/>

Even if the flames of the afterlife were far away
from heaven, how could we enjoy ourselves knowing that
billions of people including many of our loved ones are
screaming in agony continuously? How can we worship
God now and claim that He is love now and enjoy
ourselves now while simultaneously believing that
billions of people (including many of our loved ones,
and including billions of people who never heard the
gospel) are being tortured at this very moment, and
that God can’t bring Himself to stop it because He has
an inner need to see them continually tortured? This is
the type of question that should be paramount to
thinking unbelievers, while Christians who have been
steeped in afterlife tradition try to shove it to the
back of their minds.
So we must be careful to take note of the absurd
aspects of the fictional story that Jesus made sure to
include. This will keep us from taking something Jesus
intended to mock (the Pharisees’ ridiculous Talmudian
conception of the afterlife), and teaching it as if it
was true. For example, one of the points Jesus made
with the parable was, “Listen to Moses and the prophets;
if somebody doesn’t listen to Moses and the prophets,
they won’t listen if somebody rises from the dead
either.” A modern Christian will read that and add to
it, “...and if you don’t believe Paul’s gospel you will
go to hell.” But Jesus didn’t say anything about Paul’s
gospel – He hadn’t even died yet, the basis of Paul’s
gospel had not even occurred yet, at the moment He was
telling this parable! Modern Christians never think
about the fact that we no longer ask people to believe
in Moses and the prophets as their primary instruction
for “getting saved”! Instead we ask them to believe in
what the cross accomplished – Romans 10:9-10. “Believe
Paul’s gospel or go to hell” cannot possibly be the
526

message of the parable, for obvious reasons. The modern
Christian is artificially adding the “believe Paul’s
gospel or go to hell” idea, because they are so blinded
by an afterlife mindset that they can’t think straight;
they don’t even notice key details of the parable or
think logically, instead their mind jumps unthinkingly
and automatically to the assumption that Jesus intended
the fictional story of Lazarus and the rich man to be
“true to life”.
Israelites 2,000 years ago would have understood
this without the confusion that modern pagan-trained
Christians have, because Israelites back then had a
certain religious culture, a particular set of
background knowledge and starting assumptions that
modern Christians do not have. The people who heard the
story 2,000 years ago would not have had any of the
problems modern Christians have with understanding what
Jesus meant by the story, because the preacher and the
audience were living in the same culture and had the
same assumptions and background belief system based on
the Law of Moses and the Old Testament Scriptures. In
His illustrative stories, Jesus, like every good
speaker, used settings and events that would have been
very familiar to His audience. Modern believers
sometimes have trouble understanding Jesus’
illustrative stories because we live in a completely
different culture with a very different set of
background knowledge, assumptions, beliefs and
expectations than Israelites living 2,000 years ago.
What then do these religious leaders think that
Jesus means with this parable? What might he be
indicating about the common people and the money-loving
religious leaders? Jesus has just pointed to a change
by saying that ‘the Law and the Prophets were until
John the Baptist, but from then on the Kingdom of God
is being declared as good news.’ Hence, it is with the
preaching of John and Jesus Christ that both Lazarus
and the Rich Man die to their former circumstances, or
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condition, and they experience new positions relative
to God.
Specifically, those of the humble or poor class
have long been spiritually deprived. But they are being
helped by and are responding to the message about the
Kingdom presented first by John the Baptist and then by
Jesus. Formerly, they had to get by with what amounted
to little ‘crumbs, which dropped from the spiritual
table’ of the religious leaders. Now they are being fed
with essential Scriptural truths, particularly the
wonderful things Jesus is explaining. It is as if they
finally are in the favored position in the eyes of
Jehovah God. In contrast, those in the rich and
influential class of religious leaders refuse to accept
the Kingdom message that John proclaimed and that Jesus
has been preaching throughout the land.
Again, the first thing that needs to be understand
in this parable is that the Rich Man and Lazarus
are two Bible types who represent two groups of real
people. It is important to identify who these two
groups of real people are.
The Rich Man is a type of an Israelite, a
descendant of Abraham through the spiritually rich
line of Isaac and Jacob. This is because he calls
Abraham, Father Abraham and Abraham calls him son. The
rich man represents all unbelieving Israelites (the
Jewish non-Elect) who are the olive branches that have
been temporarily cut off from their own natural
spiritually rich and royal Holy Olive Tree of Israel.
Romans 11:16 For if the firstfruit [be] holy, the lump
[is] also [holy]: and if the root [be] holy, so [are]
the branches.
Romans 11:17 And if some of the branches be broken off,
and thou, being a wild olive tree, wert graffed in
among them, and with them partakest of the root and
fatness of the olive tree;
The indication is that if they believe they will be
grafted in. If the unsaved Gentiles, who are wild by
nature, believe the gospel the Jews rejected God will
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graft them into the same tree that believing Jews are
already in. In this age they are all in one tree (body)
1Corinthians 10:17 For we [being] many are one bread,
[and] one body: for we are all partakers of that one
bread.
and all partake in the fatness of the olive tree, the
root. The Body of Christ is the body of born-again
believers. It says the unbelieving Gentile has the
opportunity to get in. When the Jews rejected God said
He would give the Holy Spirit to the Gentiles who
believe. Note that the bread is not the body, but “the
communion of the body of Christ.
Lazarus represents a type of the Gentile Elect, who
are naturally wild olive branches that are grafted into
the spiritually rich Olive Tree of Israel.
Romans 11:17 And if some of the branches be broken off,
and thou, being a wild olive tree, wert graffed in
among them, and with them partakest of the root
and fatness of the olive tree;
'wild olive tree' - the Gentiles.
'graffed in' - They have an opportunity at
reconciliation. He's not talking to believers, but the
group of Gentiles as a whole who have an opportunity to
be reconciled.
God set aside Israel temporarily, to send the
gospel to the Gentile to provoke the Jew to jealousy,
to allow the riches to be given to the Gentiles that
the Jew could have had had he accepted the gospel. The
Gentiles had the promise of being grafted in. It
doesn't say that the unsaved Gentiles will grafted in.
Romans 11:17 And if some of the branches be broken off,
and thou, being a wild olive tree, wert graffed in
among them, and with them partakest of the root and
fatness of the olive tree;
The true story is the actual occurrence, of Jesus
dealing with the Gentile Canaanite woman in the following
scripture of
Matthew 15:21 Then Jesus went thence, and departed
into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon.
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Matthew 15:22 And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out
of the same coasts, and cried unto him, saying, Have
mercy on me, O Lord, [thou] Son of David; my daughter
is grievously vexed with a devil.
Matthew 15:23 But he answered her not a word. And his
disciples came and besought him, saying, Send her away;
for she crieth after us.
Matthew 15:24 But he answered and said, I am not sent
but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.
Matthew 15:25 Then came she and worshipped him, saying,
Lord, help me.
Matthew 15:26 But he answered and said, It is not meet
to take the children's bread, and to cast [it] to dogs.
'meet' - right
'children's bread' - Israel
'dogs' - Gentiles
Matthew 15:27 And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs
eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters' table.
The Gentiles get in on it because the Jews rejected.
God intended for the Jews to get the bread of life.
Matthew 15:28 Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O
woman, great [is] thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou
wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very
hour.
Matthew 15:21-28 gives the revelation of the identity
of Lazarus, as a type of the Gentile Elect.
The Luke 16:23 says that the rich man after his
death finds himself in ‘Hades’ where he is ‘tormented’
in a flame of fire. This Scripture only makes sense
when one understands the biblical truth that on the Great
White Throne Judgment Day; death and Hades willbe cast
into the Lake of Fire and it will be in this Lake of Fire
that all unbelieving humanity will be castfor judgment.
The rich man cries out to his father Abraham.
Notice that he does not cry to God, not to Yahweh, not
to Jehovah, and certainly not to Jesus, but he cries
out to Abraham, who is the father of Israel. He begs
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for Lazarus to be sent with a drop of water to soothe
his tongue. He yearns to have his 2,000 years of
scorching pain eased; the pain of scorn and hatred he
has suffered under God's hand of judgment. But the gulf
is fixed so that neither side can go to the other. This
in no way suggests an 'eternal' condition that can
never be changed. It simply states that those who would
cross cannot cross over on their own. It takes more
than human desire for Israel to be relieved from
centuries of torment. The Gentiles must be brought in
before the Jews as a whole can be released from
judgment. Israel was rich in God and fared sumptuously,
but they squandered their wealth, killed the King's Son,
and now they must wait until the proper season. Paul
wrote so clearly concerning this:
Romans 11:25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should
be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in
your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened
to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.
Some Gentiles mistakenly think that and that all
the blessings will now come on the Gentile and the
Church. Not true at all. God is not through with Israel
at all. God will eventually manifest His will and
eventually He will resurrect Israel at the end of the
Tribulation, according to Romans 11 and Ezekiel 37.
Romans 11:26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it
is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer,
and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:
Hades will be destroyed:
Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the second death.

Revelation 20:15 And whosoever was not found written
in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
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The Parable of the rich man analyzed 2
We will interpret the parable of Lazarus and the
rich man using the same rule that we use to interpret
all of Jesus’ other parables: the assumption that a
parable is a fictional story whose point is not a
literal teaching about the setting and details of the
fictional story, but rather the fictional story is
merely a vehicle to make one or more points. We will
also interpret this parable and analyze its points from
the same mindset that Jesus and His Israelite audience
2,000 years ago had, that of focusing on the kingdom
coming to earth, and in so doing we will understand
this parable accurately and correctly the way Jesus
meant it and the way His audience would have naturally
and effortlessly understood it. There are five simple
keys to understanding this story correctly and
interpreting it accurately, the way Israelites in Bible
days would have:1. It is a parable, not a true story or
a re-telling of a literal event. The story Jesus told
in this parable did not really happen; it is a
fictional illustrative story He made up. Jesus’
statement in John 3:13, “No man has ascended into
heaven”, proves that He did not intend the story of
Lazarus and the rich man to be taken as a true story,
“true to life”, based on reality, or based on
Scripture.2. A parable is not a literal teaching about
the fictional setting or the fictional details of the
fictional story, but the fictional setting and
fictional story are merely vehicles to illustrate a
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point that is separate from the setting and details of
the fictional story. John 3:13 proves that (just as
with all His other parables, and all parables ever told
by anyone!), Jesus did not intend the story of Lazarus
and the Rich Man to be a literal teaching about the
setting of the story, but rather He intended it to be a
fictional story designed as a vehicle to make a few
points. The points are only related to the setting and
details of the story in the sense that the setting and
details illustrate the points. The setting and details
of the story are not the point in and of themselves,
they are only a fictional vehicle to illustrate one or
more points. For example, the parable of the seed and
the sower uses farming as a vehicle to illustrate
points about the Word of God, but the farming is not
the point; the parable is not a literal teaching about
farming. In the same way, the parable of Lazarus and
the rich man uses the pagan Talmudian conception of the
afterlife as a vehicle to illustrate several points,
but the Talmudian idea of the afterlife is not the
point; the parable is not a literal teaching about the
Talmudian idea of the afterlife (or any other
conception of “the afterlife”). Keep reading the rest
of this chapter to discover the points Jesus made with
the parable; you will see that none of them have
anything to do with “the afterlife”. This is initially
hard for modern “Catholic afterlife mindset” Christians
to grasp, but when you put yourself in the mindset of
an Israelite 2,000 years ago, it is easy to
understand.3. Jesus took the “conscious afterlife”
setting and certain details of the story directly from
the Pharisees’ pagan Talmudian tradition, not from
Scripture. Again, the “conscious afterlife” setting of
the fictional story is merely a fictional vehicle that
helps illustrate the points Jesus made with the story;
Jesus could have made the same points with a story set
anywhere, but He carefully chose a “conscious afterlife”
setting directly lifted from the Pharisee’s pagan
Babylonian Talmudian traditions and then inserted clues
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in the story to show His audience that He did not
believe in any pagan “conscious death” ideas, but
rather was mocking such pagan ideas, as an additional
affront to the Pharisees whom He was condemning with
the parable. (This explains why the details of the
story completely contradict the rest of the accurately
translated Bible’s teaching on death, but completely
agree with the pagan Talmud – and ironically, the
Catholic version of the afterlife that has the same
type of pagan origins as the Talmud.) 4. The people who
heard the story 2,000 years ago would have naturally
interpreted the story very differently than the typical
modern Christian does, because they had a set of
knowledge, beliefs, and assumptions that modern
Christians do not have. Namely, they understood the
clear Scriptural teaching that death is unconscious,
and they understood #1, #2, and #3 above, whereas
modern Christians by and large do not understand these
things or bring them to mind when reading the parable
of Lazarus and the rich man thousands of years later.5.
The main point of the parable is “A switch in fortunes
between the elite and the downtrodden is coming” – but
this switch does not refer to eternity or the afterlife,
but rather to the next age of life on earth, when Jesus
will rule over the whole world. This is in line with
the primary message Jesus preached to Israel, which was
not about eternity or the afterlife, but was about
giving them the chance in their lifetimes to rule with
Him during the next age of life on Earth. The main
point of the parable was designed to criticize the
Pharisees, who had positions of power and were aligned
with the corrupt political leaders of this age, and
simultaneously to encourage the ordinary powerless
person being exploited by the powerful. The secondary
point Jesus made with the parable was, “Listen to Moses
and the prophets. Listen to the Old Testament
Scriptures, rather than the pagan Talmudian nonsense
that I’m subtly mocking with this parable whose
fictional setting is taken from it.” The third point
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Jesus made with the parable was a prophecy about the
fact that even after He rose from the dead the
Pharisees (and Israel at large during that time) would
not listen to Him. None of these points have anything
to do with conscious death or the “afterlife”. Again,
let’s go back to #2 and #3 above; the fictional “pagan
Talmudian version of the afterlife” was merely a
fictional vehicle to make certain points that have
nothing, zero, nada to do with an “afterlife” just as
the parable of the seed and the sower has nothing, zero,
nada to do with farming.
This chapter is going to undo years of confusion
about this parable caused by Christians interpreting it
with a totally different rule than they use to
interpret all His other parables (and any other parable
ever told by anyone) in their attempts to make it match
up with the pagan version of the afterlife. So let’s
unravel one of the final threads of confusion that
lingers in the minds of many believers concerning what
happens at death and God’s plan for Mankind – the
parable of Lazarus and the Rich Man.
Luke 16:19 There was a certain rich man, which was
clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously
every day:
Luke 16:20 And there was a certain beggar named
Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores,
Luke 16:21 And desiring to be fed with the crumbs
which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the
dogs2 came and licked his sores.
This is a vivid depiction of the circumstances of
the poor and downtrodden and exploited in this age in
contrast to the circumstances of the elite. Notice it
is not primarily a depiction of “one guy doing good
things as opposed to another guy doing bad things” or
“one guy hearing preaching and believing it as opposed
to another guy who doesn’t believe it”. The picture is
clearly focused on the circumstances of the downtrodden
vs. the elite.
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Luke 16:22 And it came to pass, that the beggar died,
and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the
rich man also died, and was buried;
Instantly upon hearing the phrase, “carried away by
the angels to Abraham’s bosom”, every Pharisee in Jesus’
audience that day (and many or most of the regular
Israelites too) would have recognized it as being not
from the Old Testament Scriptures, but from their
Talmudian tradition.
Review: The idea that the wicked and the righteous
did not share the same fate, and not even the same
residence, began to grow. “During the intertestamental
period, the Jewish concept of Sheol had progressed to
the stage where it was believed that Sheol had two
distinct compartments, or sections. One section was a
place of torment to which the wicked went, while the
other was a place of conscious bliss, often called
‘Abraham’s Bosom’ or ‘Paradise,’ to which the righteous
were carried by angels…” . The compartments were
adjacent to each other, yet completely distinct.
This is further reinforced by extra-biblical
writings such as the Book of Enoch. Though noncanonical, Enoch reflects this intertestamental Jewish
view and is worth consideration since it gives us
insight into Hebraic understanding and bridges the gap
with the Christian concepts. Again, the Book of Enoch
states:
"Then I asked regarding it, and regarding all the
hollow places: “Why is one separated from the other?”
And he answered me and said unto me, “These three have
been made that the spirits of the dead might be
separated. And such a division has been made (for) the
spirits of the righteous, in which there is the bright
spring of water. And such has been made for the sinners
when they die and are buried in the earth and judgment
has not been executed on them in their lifetime. Here
their spirits shall be set apart in this great pain
till the great day of judgment and punishment and
torment of those who curse forever, and retribution for
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their spirits. There He shall bind them forever” (1
Enoch 22: 8–12a, italics added) This concept of a
subdivided Sheol was acknowledged by the fact that the
resting place of the righteous took on a couple of
designations, Abraham’s Bosom and Paradise.
< https://www.bridgesforpeace.com/letter/where-do-we-go-when-we-die-reconciling-jewish-christianconcepts/>

Luke 16:23 And in hell* he lift up his eyes, being in
torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in
his bosom.

* Hades (above)
◄ 86. hadés ►
Strong's Concordance
hadés: Hades, the abode of departed spirits
Original Word: ᾍδης, ου, ὁ
Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine
Transliteration: hadés
Phonetic Spelling: (hah'-dace)
Definition: Hades, the abode of departed spirits
Usage: Hades, the unseen world.
HELPS Word-studies
86 hádēs (from 1 /A "not" and idein/eidō, "see") – properly, the "unseen place," referring to the
(invisible) realm in which all the dead reside, i.e. the present dwelling place of all the departed
(deceased); Hades.

Here we have another use of “Abraham’s bosom”, and
as if that weren’t enough, we have the Rich Man in
Hades/Sheol using his eyes to look around and talking
to another dead man. This is and would have been to
Jesus’ audience back then even more confirmation that
Jesus was choosing the setting of this story from the
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Talmudian tradition, not the Scriptures. This passage
matches the Talmud almost word-for-word, but directly
contradicts plain statements from the Old Testament
Scriptures such as “The dead know nothing...there is no
activity or planning or knowledge or wisdom in
Sheol(Greek “Hades”, the unseen, the grave) where you
are going” (Ecc. 9:5, 10), “The dead do not praise the
Lord, nor do any who go down into silence”(Ps. 115:17),
“In death there is no remembrance of You. In
Sheol(Greek “Hades”, the unseen, the grave), who is
proclaiming You?” (Ps. 6:5), and “Do not trust...in
mortal man...his spirit departs, he returns to the
earth; in that very day his thoughts perish”(Ps. 146:24).
Solomon’s and David’s statements are directly
confirmed in the New Testament when David is quoted
regarding what happened to Jesus’ spirit and soul at
death, and not a single passage in the New Testament
contradicts them when we fill in the blanks of any
unclear NT statement with specific statements in the OT
and the mindset of Godly people in Bible days who
assumed David and Solomon’s statements were true
(rather than creatively assuming with no proof that we
are allowed to superimpose the modern pagan idea of
conscious death upon unclear NT statements). The New
Testament makes it abundantly clear over and over again
that the great hope of the Christian is the
resurrection/Rapture, not conscious death. (Why would
the Rapture even be necessary if we were consciously
hanging out in heaven immediately upon death?) And of
course there is not a single place in the rest of
Scripture that refers to dead people talking to each
other. (Samuel and the souls of the 5th Seal of
Revelation were temporarily “disturbed”/awakened from
their rest/sleep and talked to humans alive on earth or
to God, and then went back to sleep. They did not talk
to each other while in the normal death state of “sleep”
or unconsciousness.)And of course, Jesus Himself said,
“No man has ascended into heaven.” (Jn. 3:13). At this
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point in Jesus’ story – two dead people being aware of
each other and talking to each other, one of whom is in
“Abraham’s bosom” or some pagan idea of heaven –we are
faced with a clear choice: Either Jesus is directly
contradicting Himself and the entire testimony of both
Old and New Testament Scripture with this story about
Lazarus and the rich man, or He is lifting the
afterlife setting of the story from the Pharisees’
pagan Talmudian tradition. The latter is obviously what
is going on here.
Luke 16:24 And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have
mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip
of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am
tormented in this flame.
◄ Luke 16:24 ►

◄ 3600. odunaó ►
HELPS Word-studies
3600 odynáō (from 3601 /odýnē, "very painful sorrow") – properly, to experience intense
emotional pain (WP, 2, 223), i.e. deep, personal anguish expressed by great mourning (LS). This
root (ody-) literally means "go down" (as the sun in a sunset) and refers to consuming sorrow.

The Rich Man in Hades experiences torment
(KJV). The Greek odunōmai (G3600) and the cognate odunē
are used four other times in the New Testament and
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refer to emotional anguish, grief, and sorrow. So, we
are to believe the Rich Man is in literal flames, but
experiences emotional anguish, which he tries to quell
with literal water.
The man is supposedly burning in agony in the
flames of the afterlife, and he asks for...a drop of
water on his tongue? The Pharisees are stonefaced.
Luke 16:24 proves that all unbelieving Jews,
represented by the Rich Man, will be sorrowing about
their sin of unbelief and they will repent and plead
for God’s mercy. This will happen when they are judged
in God’s Lake of Fire at the Great White Throne Judgment.
In this parable the rich man will humbly accept that it
is Lazarus the Gentile, the Israelite, who is connected
(grafted) into the spiritually rich Holy Olive Tree of
Israel and it is Lazarus the Gentilewho has access to
the Living Water flowing from theSeed of Abraham, who
is Jesus Christ Himself. The rich man further understands
and knows that even one drop of water, given to him by
Lazarus who has access to the Living Water of Life, is
sufficient to satisfy his spiritual thirst.
The Apostle Paul says that God’s purpose to save
the Gentile Elect before most of the Jews will provoke
the unbelieving Jews to jealousy.
Romans 11:11 I say then, Have they stumbled that they
should fall? God forbid: but [rather] through their
fall salvation [is come] unto the Gentiles, for to
provoke them to jealousy.
This will be a holy jealousy provoking them to
desire the same Living Water accessed by God’s Gentile
Elect. Paul further says that it is through the Gentile
Elect (the grafted in wild olive branches) that God
will show mercy to unbelieving Jews (the temporarily
cut off true olive branches). Ultimately, all
unbelieving Jews will receive God’s mercy.
Romans 11:30 For as ye in times past have not believed
God, yet have now obtained mercy through their unbelief:
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The Gentile can believe now because of the Jew's
rejection. Acts 15 at the assembly of believers in
Jerusalem they conclude the gospel is to be given to
the Gentiles. No other rules will be given to them
except to abstain from fornication and things strangled.
Acts 15:7 And when there had been much disputing,
Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men [and] brethren,
ye know how that a good while ago God made choice among
us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word
of the gospel, and believe.
In Acts 15 at the assembly of believers in
Jerusalem they conclude the gospel is to be given to
the gentiles. No other rules will be given to them
except to abstain from fornication and things strangled.
Acts 28:28 Be it known therefore unto you, that the
salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and [that]
they will hear it.
The next book is Romans. Paul goes next to the
head of the Gentile world and the first book of the
Pauline epistles. Rome is the head of the Gentile world.
Israel has been set aside.
Romans 11:31 Even so have these also now not believed,
that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy.
The apostle Paul was persecuted by the Jews and
hounded by them from town to town, and that never
stopped him from loving them and preaching God’s mercy
to them.
Romans 11:32 For God hath concluded them all in
unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all.
All have sinned, all can be saved the same way. So
even though God has set aside Israel as a nation,
temporarily, He is still saving individual Jews as well
as Gentiles because they’re all born in unbelief and
sin.
The attitude of the rich man in Hades, desiring a
little water from Lazarus, compares with the attitude
of Lazarus desiring crumbs from the rich man’s table.
Before death, all Gentile Elect believers, represented
by Lazarus, will repent and be humbled to become
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spiritual beggars. In this life, through the gift of
God given faith, they will come to believe the true
Gospel, understanding that even the crumbs, which fall
from the rich man’s table are sufficient to satisfy
their spiritual hunger. These crumbs represent the
Bread of Life promised to the Jewish nation through the
Abrahamic Covenant. The Bread of Life is Jesus Christ
Himself, who is the Seed of Abraham.
After death, all unbelieving Israelites,
represented by the rich man, will be humbled to become
spiritual beggars just like Lazarus was before he died.
All unbelieving Israelites, who are temporarily cut off
from their rich Olive Tree, will be resurrected at
their resurrection, and they will be humbled, repent
and plead for God’s mercy in God’s Lake of Fire
judgment. They will understand through the gift of God
given faith that even a drop of Living Water from God’s
Gentile Elect, represented by Lazarus, is sufficient to
satisfy their spiritual thirst. All unbelieving Jews
will come to know that this Living Water is Jesus
Christ Himself, their Messiah.
In the true account of when Jesus spoke to the
Samaritan woman at the well, He said that He would give
Living Water to the thirsty, and anyone who receives this
Living Water will never thirst again.
John 4:4 And he must needs go through Samaria.
John 4:5 Then cometh he to a city of Samaria, which is
called Sychar, near to the parcel of ground that Jacob
gave to his son Joseph.
John 4:6 Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore,
being wearied with [his] journey, sat thus on the well:
[and] it was about the sixth hour.
John 4:7 There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water:
Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink.
John 4:8 (For his disciples were gone away unto the
city to buy meat.)
John 4:9 Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How
is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which
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am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings
with the Samaritans.
John 4:10 Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou
knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to
thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him,
and he would have given thee living water.
John 4:11 The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast
nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence
then hast thou that living water?
John 4:12 Art thou greater than our father Jacob,
which gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and
his children, and his cattle?
John 4:13 Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever
drinketh of this water shall thirst again:
John 4:14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I
shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I
shall give him shall be in him a well of water
springing up into everlasting life.
In the parable we are currently discussing, the
rich man in Hades was thirsty for the Living Water and
pleaded to Abraham for God’s mercy so that he could
receive this Water of Life.
Revelation 21:6 And he said unto me, It is done. I am
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give
unto him that is a thirst of the fountain of the water
of life freely.
Luke 16:25 But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou
in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and
likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted,
and thou art tormented.
Here we again have a dead man talking to another
dead man. Another direct contradiction of the Old
Testament Scriptures that matches up perfectly with the
teaching of the pagan Talmud. According to very
specific statements in the Old Testament Scriptures,
when a person dies and his soul goes to "sheol/hades”
(“the unseen” or “un-perceived”) their “thoughts
perish”, they “know nothing”, and “there is no activity
or knowledge”. How can you talk if you have no thoughts
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or knowledge? Talking is an activity that requires
thoughts to run through your brain, and knowledge to
active in your brain. The Scriptures say there is no
talking or knowledge in sheol/hades, yet here Jesus is
saying that in sheol/hades there is talking. What gives?
You already know the answer. “But Abraham said, ‘Child
remember that during your life you received your good
things, and likewise Lazarus bad things; but now he is
being comforted here, and you are in agony.’ “At this
point the Pharisees are beginning to be upset. They
know exactly where this is going. They know Jesus is
saying, “Just because you have it good now doesn’t mean
you always will. A switch in fortunes between the
downtrodden masses and the elite is coming.” Again we
see the focus is on the switch in circumstances between
the elite and the downtrodden. Why are their
circumstances switched?
The point of the story cannot possibly be “the rich
man didn’t believe Paul’s gospel; therefore he went to
hell.” That’s impossible, because the means of
salvation as preached by Paul had not even occurred yet!
The point of the story was, A) the elite and the
downtrodden will have their circumstances switched in
the coming kingdom, B) a person’s obedience to the Law
of Moses and good behavior, combined with believing
that Jesus was the Messiah, is what could earn them a
spot in the next age when the kingdom of God comes to
earth, C) Israel as a whole and particularly the
Pharisees would not accept Jesus as the Messiah either
before or immediately after His death and resurrection.
This is the same primary message Jesus preached to
Israel throughout His entire earthly ministry! (Point C
was one of those enigmatic messages that His audience
probably did not fully understand. But points A and B
they understood perfectly.) And again, we see that the
setting of the story, a pagan Talmudian afterlife, is a
completely unrelated vehicle for getting to the points
of the story, just as the setting of the parable of the
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seed and the sower is a completely unrelated vehicle
for getting to the points of the story.
And again, we see that the setting of the story, a
pagan Talmudian afterlife, is a completely unrelated
vehicle for getting to the points of the story, just as
the setting of the parable of the seed and the sower is
a completely unrelated vehicle for getting to the
points of the story. and once again, notice that Jesus
mentions the rich man’s agony, in direct contradiction
to the multiple plain statements in the Old Testament
Scriptures that declare a dead person’s thoughts
“perish” and they “know nothing”. How can you be in
agony if you have no thoughts? If you were in agony you
would obviously know you’re in agony; yet the
Scriptures plainly state that in death a person knows
nothing. The Scriptures also plainly state that there
is “no planning” in Sheol/Hades; yet here is the rich
man planning how he can try to get out of his agony.
Contradictions, ... until you realize that the whole
setting of the story is from the Pharisees' pagan
Talmudian tradition, not from the Scriptures.
This verse refers to the self-righteous unbelieving
Israelites who consider themselves as spiritually rich
in this lifetime and the Gentiles as spiritually poor,
and referred to as dogs. The truth of the matter is quite
the opposite. It is the unbelieving Israeliteswho are
spiritually very poor because they are the broken off
branches from their rich Holy Olive Tree of Israel. It
is the believing Gentiles, God’s Elect, who are
spiritually very rich because they are grafted into the
Olive Tree of Israel, and benefit by taking the place of
the broken off Jewish branches.
The above verse also makes nonsense of the
traditional view of hell, which says that God’s love
for unbelievers ends at death. Please note that Abraham
has a loving and caring fatherly approach towards the
rich man shown by Abraham calling him son.
Luke 16:26 And beside all this, between us and you
there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would
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pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to
us, that [would come] from thence.
So we have “Abraham’s bosom” (wherever that is,
it’s a phrase from the Talmudian tradition, obviously
some sort of nice place or conception of heaven) and
“this flame” of “Hades” (in this pagan-setting story,
some sort of pagan Talmudian conception of the bad side
of the afterlife that has flames and conscious people
able to think and talk in direct contradiction to what
Scripture specifically states about people being
unconscious in “Hades” or “the unseen”) within speaking
distance of each other, but with separation in between
them. This is another detail not found anywhere in the
Old Testament (or New Testament) Scriptures, but lifted
directly from the Talmudian conception of the afterlife.
And again, how can dead people “wish to switch sides”
if there are no thoughts or activity or planning in
Sheol/Hades? These are contradictions between the
setting of this parable and the clear teaching of the
Old Testament Scriptures. The reason why. Jesus here
was using the pagan Talmudian conception of a “chasm
fixed” between “Abraham’s bosom” and the flames of the
afterlife was to make the point that once He takes over
rulership of the earth, it will be too late for the
exploitative elite (symbolized by the rich man) to
change their ways – they will miss out on the pleasures
of the Kingdom of God on Earth. This is the same point
Jesus made over and over again in His preaching to
Israel, when He said things like “What good does it do
to gain the whole world (now) and lose your soul (die
and miss out on the next age and its pleasures)?”
Remember, the Scriptural definition of soul is
consciousness or the ability to interact with your
environment, and Scripture makes it clear that “the
Kingdom” is not “eternity”, but refers to the
Millennium and New Jerusalem age on Earth (Revelation
21-22), after which Jesus will hand the Kingdom over to
the Father at the consummation of God’s plan for the
ages (1 Cor. 15:22-28). Again, we must resist the urge
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to superimpose modern pagan-inherited ideas on top of
this parable. Jesus is talking about how when He takes
over physical rulership of the Earth (the same thing He
always preached to Israel about), it will be too late
for the elite of this age to change their ways so as to
get a good spot in the coming earthly Kingdom. He’s not
saying anything about “eternity” with this parable.
He’s using the pagan Talmudian conception of the
afterlife as an illustrative vehicle to make the same
points He always made in His preaching to Israel. To
claim otherwise would be to say that Jesus suddenly
preached a message through this parable that is totally
different than all His other preaching to Israel, and
to descend back into the confusion caused by Tertullian
and Augustine etc. with their creative mistranslations
and misunderstanding of the Greek word “eon” and
corresponding creative theology that artificially
causes all sorts of unanswerable philosophical and
logical problems with God and the Bible. Let’s commit
to interpreting this parable through the lens of
everything else Jesus preached to Israel and everything
else the Bible specifically says about death. When we
do that everything is crystal clear. Jesus was using
the pagan Talmudian conception of the afterlife as
nothing more than an illustrative vehicle to make the
same points He always made in His preaching to Israel:
“The time to repent is now. Repent for the kingdom of
God is at hand (will come in this generation if you,
Israel, as a whole, repent); don’t wait until the
kingdom comes to change your ways, do it now. If you
don’t do it now the kingdom won’t come in this
generation, or if it does, but you as an individual
Israelite do not change your ways, it will be too late
for you to change your ways once the kingdom comes, and
you will miss out on the earthly kingdom.
According to this passage, Sheol is made up of
separate compartments. A luxurious location for Lazarus,
and a fiery hellish den for the greedy rich tycoon. Now
one thing you must understand, is that Christ did not
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originate the concept of this “compartmentalized”
underworld by any means. He most likely learned it from
the book of Enoch. Check out chapter 22:
8 Then I asked about him, and about judgment on all,
and I said: “Why is one separated from another?”
9 And he answered me, and said to me: “These three
places where made, in order that they might separate
the spirits of the dead. And thus the souls of the
righteous have been separated; this is the spring of
water, and on it the light.
(Revelation 14:13), (John 4:14), (John 7:38),
(Revelation 22:1)
10 Likewise, a place has been created for sinners, when
they die, and are buried in the earth, and judgment has
not come upon them during their life.
(Exodus 23:7), (Ben Sira 9:11-12)
11 And here their souls will be separated for this
great torment, until the Great Day of Judgment and
Punishment and Torment for those who curse, forever,
and of vengeance on their souls. And there he will bind
them forever. Verily, He is, from the beginning of the
world.
(Ben Sira 21:10), (Job 24:19-20), (Job 7:9-11), (Wisdom
16:14), (Job 14:11-13), (Psalm 17:13-15), (Daniel 12:2),
(Matthew 25:46), (John 5:28-29), (Acts 24:15)
12 And thus a place has been separated for the souls of
those who complain, and give information about their
destruction, about when they were killed, in the days
of the sinners.
13 Thus a place has been created, for the souls of men
who are not righteous, but sinners, accomplished in
wrongdoing, and with the wrongdoers will be their lot.
But their souls will not be killed on the day of
judgment, nor will they rise from here.”
(Psalm 1:5-6), (Revelation 20:5), (Psalm 119:155), (Ben
Sira 41:5-11), (Wisdom 1:16), (Wisdom 2:21-24), (Wisdom
3:10), (Wisdom 4:20), (Wisdom 5:13-14), (Job 8:11-14),
(Job 27:7-10

548

Nowhere in the Old Testament is there any mention
of a ‘hell’ being divided into separate compartments
for the righteous and unrighteous with a gulf in
between.The only possible source Christ could have
taken thisfrom is the book of Enoch.
Additional crossovers between the Bible and book of Enoch (R.H. Charles)

New Testament

1 Enoch

1 John 1:7 - Walk in the light

92:4 - Walk in eternal light

1 John 2:8 - the darkness is past:

58:5 - the darkness is past

1 John 2:15 - Love not the world
nor the things that are in the
world

108:8 - love...nor any of the
good things which are in the
world

Rev 3:5 - clothed in white
raiment

90:31 - clothed in white

Rev 3:20 - I will come in to him
and will sup with him and he
with me.

62:14 - and with that Son of
Man shall they eat and lie down
and rise up.

Rev 7:15 - He that sitteth on the
throne shall dwell among them.

45:4 - I will cause Mine Holy One
to dwell among them.

Rev 20:13 - the sea gave up the
dead… and death and Hades
gave up the dead which were in
them.

51:1 - in those days shall earth
also give back that which has
been entrusted to it, and Sheol
also shall give back... and hell
shall give back.

Rev 20:15 - cast into the lake of
fire

90:26 - cast into this fiery abyss

Rom 8:38 - angels…
principalities… powers

61:10 - angels of power… angels
of principalities

1 Cor 6:11 - justified in the name 48:7 - in his (Messiah’s) name
of the Lord Yeshua
they are saved
Col 2:3 - (Christ) in whom are
hid all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge

46:3 - the Son of Man… who
reveals all the treasures of that
which is hidden.
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2 Thess 6:15 - King of kings and
Lord of Lords

9:4 - Lord of lords… King of
kings.

Acts 3:14 - the Righteous One
(Christ)

53:6 - the Righteous and Elect
One (Messiah)

John 5:22 - He hath committed
all judgment unto the Son

69:27 - the sum of judgment
was given unto the Son of Man

Matt 19:28 - when the Son of
Man shall sit on the throne of
His glory

62:5 - When they see that Son of
Man sitting on the throne of his
glory

Matt 19: 28 - ...ye also shall sit
on twelve thrones

108:12 - I will seat each on the
throne of his honor

Matt 25:41 - prepared for the
devil and his angels

54:4-5 - chaines prepared for
the hosts of Azazel

Luke 9:35 - This is My Son, the
Elect One

40:5 - the Elect One (Messiah)
49:2 - Mine Elect One

< https://www.gatewaysofhislight.com/bookofenoch/enochisauthoritative/>

The great gulf fixed spoken of in this verse is the
great gulf of time of the glorious one thousand-year
age of the Millennial Kingdom of God on Earth. This verse
is not speaking about a permanent eternal gulf ofunbelief
and separation between Lazarus and the rich man. The gulf
will be bridged after all unbelieving Israelites,
represented by the rich man, are resurrected from the
grave (Hades) in their new immortal, yet still unsaved,
bodies in the Second Resurrection at the end of the
Millennial Age. This is when all unbelieving Israelites,
who are the cut off branches, will face God’s judgment
in the Lake of Fire.They will all be humbled, repent of
unbelief and cometo believe in the true Christ of the
Bible, God’s only begotten Son Jesus, who is indeed their
Messiah. It is then that they will be grafted back
into their richHoly Olive Tree of Israel and they will
all enter the Eternal Kingdom of God, thus fulfilling
the scripture ‘and so all Israel will be saved’
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Romans 11:26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it
is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer,
and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:
Luke 16:27 Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father,
that thou wouldest send him to my father's house:
Luke 16:28 For I have five brethren; that he may
testify unto them, lest they also come into this place
of torment.
Here we have the dead supposedly having the ability
to go talk to living people, just because they want to.
I could have mentioned this earlier as another detail
of the story that is purposefully ridiculous in order
to make it clear that it is not literal. The only
mention of any remotely similar thing in the Old
Testament Scriptures is possibly an instance in 1
Samuel 15 where Samuel (according to Saul –it may have
been just an evil spirit impersonating Samuel) was
roused from the dead and “disturbed” from his
rest/sleep during a divination by a witch; and the only
similar thing in the New Testament is a description in
Revelation 6:9-11 of the “souls of the martyrs” crying
out to God, which I explained in Chapter 4, where the
passage makes it clear that both before and after these
souls temporarily wake up to cry out to God, the souls
are in their normal state of “sleep” -unconsciousness.
I addressed both these passages in Chapter 4 of this
book. Both these instances are a far cry from a dead
person being constantly conscious and then just walking
up to a living person and talking to them, just because
they want to. There is no such thing in Scripture. I
should also point out that in this fictional story we
have dead Abraham conscious and talking. One would
assume that if the pagan/Talmudian/Catholic version of
the
afterlife was true, Abraham would be consciously
enjoying his reward in heaven at this moment. Yet this
is impossible Scripturally, Jesus cannot possibly have
been teaching this as a literal teaching about the
afterlife, because elsewhere He said “No man has
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ascended into heaven” (Jn. 3:13). How could Abraham be
in heaven if Jesus said nobody had ascended into heaven?
You should already know the answer. We should also
remember that in Daniel 12:13 the angel told Daniel,
“You will enter into rest and rise again for your
allotted portion at the end of the days.”
Daniel is now resting and will be resting until
the Rapture. He will not get his “allotted portion”,
his reward, until he rises again at the end of this age.
The heroes of faith mentioned in Hebrews 11:35 knew
this as well. They lived their lives “in hopes of a
better resurrection”, not a better conscious death. Are
we to believe that Abraham is the only exception
amongst all the Godly men of old – that he is the only
one who is already enjoying his reward in heaven
without having to wait for the Rapture? Did Jesus say,
“No man except for Abraham has ascended into heaven”?
No. He said, “No man has ascended into heaven.” No
Godly person of old or Christian will get to enjoy
their reward until the Rapture, because all dead
Christians and Godly men of old are now “resting” or
“sleeping”, unconscious. They “know nothing”, they are
in “silence”, they “do not praise the Lord”. The
apostle Paul also understood this, for he said in 1
Corinthians 15:32, “If the dead are not raised, ‘Let us
eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.’” According to Paul,
if there is no resurrection, our actions are
meaningless and will not be judged or rewarded. A
modern pagan-trained Christian would never write what
Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 15:32! They would write,
“If we don’t go to heaven or hell when we die...” But
Paul didn’t write that. He wrote, “If the dead are not
raised...”So again and again we see that the setting
and details of the parable of Lazarus and the rich man
directly contradict everything else in Scripture about
what happens to a human at death. In the fictional
story, Abraham and the poor guy are enjoying themselves
consciously in heaven. If this is a literal depiction
of the afterlife, then Ecclesiastes 9:5 and 10, Psalm
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6:5 and 115:17, John 3:13, Daniel 12:32, Hebrews 11:35,
and 1 Corinthians 15:32 suddenly become lies. The only
possible way to relieve the contradiction is to realize
that Jesus considered the story to be fictional and not
in any way true to life, and that He took the setting
and many of the details from the Pharisees’ pagan
Talmudian tradition.
Luke 16:29 Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and
the prophets; let them hear them.
Here Jesus reveals another important point He’s
making with the parable. He’s predicting that even
after He rises from the dead the Pharisees (and Israel
in general) won’t listen to Him or believe that He is
the Messiah, because they don’t understand the Old
Testament prophecies about the fact that He is the
Messiah! This is the climax of Jesus’ story. Jesus is
predicting the fact that those who weren’t listening to
or obeying the Law of Moses (most of Israel, especially
the Pharisees) well enough while He was preaching,
would not do so after He rose from the dead either.
This prediction came true immediately after His
resurrection when His disciples went around preaching
the same “repent, behave, obey the Law of Moses, obey
the rules” message, and most of Israel didn’t listen
then either. This is why we have told you repeatedly
that you cannot properly understand the points Jesus
made with this parable until you understand that Jesus’
message was under the Law of Moses, about behavior (in
stark contrast to Paul’s gospel for a different stage
in God’s plan, later). The main point of the parable is
the same as Jesus’ gospel: “Behave and obey the rules,
obey the commandments, obey the Law of Moses, etc., if
you want to earn a good spot in the (possibly sooncoming) kingdom of God on earth.” And the climax of the
parable is a prediction of exactly what happened later:
Israel failed to heed this message even after seeing
the proof of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. Jesus’
gospel (as also preached immediately after His
resurrection by the apostles) to Israel was destined to
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fail, Israel was destined to fail to heed it, and Jesus
knew this (e.g. Matt. 13:14). But if you think the
parable of Lazarus and the rich man somehow has to do
with a literal teaching about the afterlife or Paul’s
gospel of grace, you are going to be massively confused.
Now that Jesus has reached the climax of the story, He
turns to His disciples. (Keep in mind that there are no
chapter breaks in the Greek manuscripts and that Luke
17 begins with Jesus saying something to His disciples
seemingly immediately after finishing the parable of
Lazarus and the Rich Man.
Luke 16:30 And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if
one went unto them from the dead, they will repent.
The Rich Man shows love, concern and compassion for
his brothers, the fellow Israelites who remain
unbelievers. Lastly, the Rich Man begged Lazarus to be
sent to his brothers to warn them. He was told that
they have Moses and the prophets; "Let them hear them."
But in desperation he argued, "Nay, father Abraham: but
if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent.
And he said unto him. If they hear not Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though One
rose from the dead." And of course, they didn't repent.
For One rose from the dead, Jesus and they did not
repent, even to this day. The apostle Paul also had
great love, concern and compassion for his fellow
Israelites who remained unbelievers. Also, the verses
above show that the Rich Man understands the importance
of genuine repentance before death, in order for his
fellow Israelites not to miss out on Christ’s glorious
Kingdom, and also for them not to have to face God’s
future judgment in the Lake of Fire.
Luke 16:31 And he said unto him, If they hear not
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded,
though one rose from the dead.
This verse refers to the Law of Moses and to the
resurrection of Jesus Christ (The one who rose.) Jews
cannot be saved through keeping the Law of Moses or
even if they personally witness or hear of the miracle
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of Jesus Christ rising from the dead. Salvation is
entirely a matter of God’s will, not Man’s will. The
unbelieving Jews are blinded from the truth of the
gospel up until God chooses to open the eyes of those
that are blind, in His time and His order. It is not
within God’s plan to open the eyes of the blind and
save the non-Elect unbelieving Israelites, like the
rich man, before they die.
There are three important truths hidden in the
parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus. If one is able to
grasp these truths, which are:
1. The Gentile Elect, represented by Lazarus, are
pictured as spiritually ‘carried by the angels to
Abraham’s bosom’ after death. This picture shows that
Gentile Elect believers are grafted into the
spiritually rich Holy Olive Tree of Israel. They,
together with Abraham and other Jewish Elect
believers are the group who will be resurrected in
the First Resurrection to enter the Millennial
Kingdom of God at Christ’s Second Coming.
2. All unbelieving Israelites, represented by the Rich
Man, will miss out on the rich Abrahamic blessing
of entering the Millennial Kingdom of God with
Christ, because they are temporarily cut off from
their rich Holy Olive Tree of Israel. They will
first need to endure God’s judgment in the age-tocome, age-lasting Lake of Fire, after they rise at
the Second Resurrection. This is when they will
seek God’s mercy, repent of unbelief and be saved
by the Seed of Abraham, who is Jesus Christ Himself.
Ultimately, all Israelites who die as unbelievers
will be grafted back into their rich Holy Olive
Tree of Israel, and hence all Israel will be saved.
3. The truth is that no Jew can be saved through the
Law of Moses or through the writings of the Old
Testament prophets or even through witnessing or
hearing about the miracle of the resurrection of
Jesus Christ. Salvation is entirely a matter of God’s
will, and His sovereign will is to save all
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men by grace through the gift of God given faith in
the true Gospel of Jesus Christ.
To recap:
Ecclesiastes 9:5 For the living know that they shall
die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they
any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.
After Solomon observed that the living know that
they will die, he wrote: “but the dead know not any
thing, neither have they any more a reward” He then
expanded on that basic truth by saying that the dead
can neither love nor hate and that “Also their love,
and their hatred, and their envy, is now perished;
neither have they any more a portion for ever in any
[thing] that is done under the sun.
Similarly, Psalm 146:4 concurs:
Psalms 146:4 His breath goeth forth, he returneth to
his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.
Again, what saith the Scriptures? These are not the
words of the poor understanding of things spiritual,
King Solomon', the man who only understood 'everything
under the Sun'. Rather Psalm 146:4 was written by David,
a type of Christ.
The parable of Lazarus does not apply to us today
in the sense that it was simply a restatement of Jesus’
gospel (not Paul’s gospel) to Israelites only, 2,000
years ago, about obeying the Law of Moses and
displaying good behavior in order to earn a good spot
in the kingdom of God were it to come to earth in that
generation. That has nothing to do with us today. Today
we live under Paul’s gospel, which replaced the
instruction for Israelites to obey the Law of Moses,
with new instructions to place our faith in what God
has done for us all by Himself through Christ’s work on
the cross. Once you realize that the setting and
details of the story were lifted directly from the
pages of the Pharisee’s pagan Talmudian tradition, and
that the details of the story (the pagan idea of
conscious death and “the afterlife”, the pagan idea of
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the existence of some type of fire in this afterlife
within shouting distance of heaven, “Abraham’s bosom” –
a phrase found only in the Talmud and never in
Scripture) it suddenly makes perfect sense why Jesus
made the points He made with the parable: "Pharisees,
listen to the Word of God (Moses and the prophets,
which teach the truth and prophecy of Me), not your
pagan Talmudian tradition, however I know you’re not
going to do that, your hearts are so hard that even
when I rise from the dead you won’t believe in Me
because you’ve given yourselves over to paganism and
the satanic/pagan power system of this world in which
you greatly benefit. And the rest of you Israelites
listening, you get the point: Don’t listen to the
Pharisees’ pagan Talmudian tradition, which directly
contradicts God’s Word. Listen to God’s Word (Moses and
the Prophets, which teach the truth and prophecy of Me)
instead.”
The parable is a clever restatement of the same
things Jesus constantly preached to Israel about, with
a dig at the Pharisees and their pagan Talmudian
traditions thrown in for good measure, along with a
prophecy that the Pharisees and Israel as a whole would
not accept Him as Messiah or understand the OT
prophecies about Him as the Messiah, either before or
immediately after His death and resurrection. The
parable was amazingly clever and made such great use of
irony. Jesus was a genius of communication.
Relationship with the Other Synoptics
Neither Mark nor Matthew contains this parable. But
there is in fact a parallel passage in Mark (and
Matthew): the story of the Syro-Phoenician woman, which
Luke omits. Compare the following verses:
Lazarus longs to satisfy his hunger with [things
that] fall from the table of the rich man; even the
dogs come and lick his sores.
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Luke 16:21 And desiring to be fed with the crumbs
which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs
came and licked his sores.
But she answered him,
Mark 7:28 And she answered and said unto him, Yes,
Lord: yet the dogs under the table eat of the
children's crumbs.
But she said,
Matthew 15:27 And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs
eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters' table.
Though Luke’s story is completely different, we
have references to dogs, food falling from the table,
and satisfying hunger in all three verses, with a few
identical or near-identical phrases. Luke clearly has
the episode about the Syro-Phoenician woman in mind as
he writes, yet he chooses not to include it. Possibly,
he rejects its premise that Jesus came primarily for
the Jews, and only secondarily for believing Gentiles,
because it is incompatible with his own view that the
Gentile God-fearing community is the primary audience
of Jesus, having replaced Israel as the heirs of God’s
kingdom.
The fact that this selection in Mark and Matthew is
connected to, and replaced by, the parable of Lazarus
and the Rich Man would suggest that the purpose of the
latter is to communicate the eschatological reversal of
Israel and the Gentile church. Luke provides a lens
through which his audience can understand both the
Roman destruction of Israel — Abraham’s original heirs
— and the special purpose his own community must now
fulfill.
Conclusion
The bottom line is, the message of the parable of
Lazarus and the Rich Man was not “the rich man went to
hell because he didn’t believe Paul’s gospel”, as many
modern Christians think. The parable says nothing about
the Rich Man’s or Lazarus’ belief in Paul’s gospel. How
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could it have? When Jesus told the story, the means of
salvation (His death and resurrection) had not even
been provided yet. Paul’s gospel had not even occurred
yet! The parable highlights the fact that the one man
was rich and the other poor, to make the point that a
switch is coming (when the Kingdom comes to Earth)
between the circumstances of the exploitative rich and
the exploited poor, and once the Kingdom comes to Earth
it will be too late for the exploitative rich to change
their ways. The parable also makes the point that
people should listen to the OT prophecies (“Moses and
the prophets”) regarding Jesus, because those
prophecies explain and reveal Him. Finally, Jesus uses
the parable to predict/prophesy that the Pharisees and
Israel as a whole would not accept Him as their Messiah
during that generation, even after He rose from the
dead. The parable has nothing to do with the afterlife,
eternity or Paul’s gospel. It has everything to do with
the same subject Jesus constantly preached to Israel
about, the coming earthly kingdom of God which He was
giving Israel a chance to see come to Earth in that
generation. The rich man symbolized the evil
exploitative elite in this age and in particular the
Pharisees who had exalted positions of wealth and power
in this age and put their pagan Babylonian Talmudian
traditions above Moses and the prophets (Scripture).
The parable also cleverly pointed out that Israel's
leaders during that time did not heed Moses and the
prophets; they did not obey the Law of Moses
satisfactorily (e.g. see Matt. 23:1, 23) and did not
understand or heed the prophecies in the Law and the
prophets about Jesus the Messiah. The parable
prophesied that the Pharisees in particular, but also
Israel as a whole, because they did not understand or
heed the Law and the prophets to the extent necessary,
would not accept Him as Messiah in that generation,
either before or after Christ’s death and resurrection.
The poor man Lazarus symbolized the poor and
downtrodden who will have good circumstances in life
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when the kingdom comes to Earth (what we call the
Millennium), while the rich people of this age (people
like the Pharisees and other people in exalted
political positions) who exploit the
downtrodden, will not have it nice at all when the next
age of life on Earth (the Kingdom ruled by Christ)
comes. Jesus was prophesying, predicting and preaching
that when the Kingdom of God comes to Earth, the poor
and downtrodden who are alive on Earth at that time
will be very happy as justice is finally served on
their selfish exploitative satanic rich elite leaders
(see Lk. 4:5-6, 2 Cor. 4:4, Is. 66:23-24).It’s very
simple once you get the paganism out of the way and
learn to think like an Israelite living 2,000 years ago.
In conclusion, here are the four points Jesus got
across in the parable and what we modern Christians can
learn from them:
1. A switch in fortunes between the exploitative elite
and the downtrodden will come in the next age when the
kingdom of God comes to Earth. Christians today can
still take hope from this message.
2. The Israelites living 2,000 years ago were
instructed to heed the Law of Moses and the Old
Testament prophets (obey the Law of Moses and
understand how the OT prophecies about the Messiah were
fulfilled in Jesus) in order to earn a good spot in the
possibly-soon-coming kingdom of God on earth. This is
the same primary message Jesus constantly preached to
Israel during His earthly ministry. This message does
not apply to Christians today the same way it did to
Israelites back then. Today we Christians do understand
that the OT prophecies about the Messiah were fulfilled
in Jesus, but that is not the main prerequisite for us
to get a spot in the future kingdom of God on earth.
Paul’s gospel outlines our primary prerequisite in
Romans 10:9-10 – believe Jesus rose from the dead and
confess Him as Lord.
3. Jesus made it clear to the Pharisees that they would
not have a good spot in the possibly-soon-coming
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Kingdom on Earth, and simultaneously mocked their pagan
inclinations (which were a big part of the reason they
would not have had a good spot in the Kingdom come to
Earth), by choosing the setting for His story straight
from their pagan Babylonian Talmudian tradition and
making a joke of it. The ridiculous details in the
pagan setting also served to remind His audience and us
today that the setting of the story was not a literal
teaching about the setting and details of the fictional
story, but rather a subtle mockery of pagan beliefs
about the afterlife. Modern Christians can learn from
this that we must not be like the Pharisees, putting
pagan beliefs over the teaching of Scripture, but
rather we must be careful to separate pagan beliefs
from the truth of Scripture.
4. Jesus then warned His disciples to be on their guard
so as not to be like the Pharisees, who were stumbling
blocks because they did not understand the Scriptures
as well as they should have, kept their Israelite
flocks from the truth by mixing paganism with Scripture,
and exploited those they led. We can learn from this
that we must be careful to separate pagan beliefs from
the truth of Scripture in our teaching and preaching,
and that we must not exploit those we lead as the
rulers of this age do, but serve them. And all modern
Christians can learn from this the importance of a
servant attitude, as part of our “training for reigning”
in the next age.
Bottom line, if we interpret this parable as the
pagan version of the afterlife does, as a literal
teaching about the afterlife, we are left with numerous
blatant Scriptural self-contradictions (Jn. 3:13, Dan.
12:13, 1 Cor. 15:32, Ecc. 9:5, 10, Ps. 6:5, 115:17,
etc.) and obvious absurdities. (How are we supposed to
enjoy ourselves in heaven with the screams of the
damned emanating from right next door? And are we
really to believe that a man in the flames of the
afterlife would ask for only a drop of water?) The
pagan version of the afterlife also claims that this is
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the only parable in the history of the world that is a
literal teaching about the setting and details of its
fictional story. On the other hand, if we interpret the
parable the way Scripture does, it remains a perfectly
cohesive in its teaching about what happens to a human
being at death, and we are treating the parable the
same way we treat every other parable, as a fictional
illustrative story that is not a literal teaching about
its setting and details but merely a vehicle to make
one or more points.
2a) The word 'Damnation' is a mistranslation
(We proved 'hell' is a mistranslation)

The first class of Scriptures we have to examine
are those in which the words "hell" and "damnation"
occur, for it is on these passages mainly that the
popular misconception is based. If these two words were
removed from the Bible, we are sure most of those who
read it would realize that the belief in the whole
dogma of an endless torment in the future should also
be removed. No doubt, therefore, many will be surprised
— perhaps even astonished to hear, that neither of
these words is to be found in any part of the New
Testament, or, indeed, in any part of the whole Bible;
nor even any word which at all answers to the
conception which they quicken in our minds. Not to be
found in the New Testament! We can show you a dozen, or
a score of places in which these words are to be
found." Our Bible version is a translation of the New
Testament, of course; but does it necessarily follow
that the translation is an accurate one? The use words
" hell" and " damnation," is demonstrably an inaccurate
and misleading one. No such words are to be found in
the Greek, that is, in the real, the original Testament,
nor any words which convey, as they now do, the
conception of a final and ever-during place of torment,
and of a Divine sentence which judges men to that place
of torment. Now, as that is a very grave assertion to
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make, as it must seem so strange to many, as to be
almost incredible, We must proceed to prove and
vindicate it in some detail And as no proof would be
quite satisfactory that did not explain how words have
crept into our Authorized Version which are not to be
found in the Greek Original, let us show how our
translators came to employ the words damnation and hell.
Their own minds were tainted with the mediaeval
theology of the Roman Church, which Church, as you know,
had greatly erred from ''the simplicity that is in
Christ." And, moreover, they were strictly charged to "
retain the old ecclesiastical words," so far as
possible, and to employ them in the sense in which they
had been commonly used by the leaders of that Church.
And still further, neither of these words had then
quite stiffened and narrowed into the sense in which
they are now understood. As we stated, word "hell"
comes from an old English or Saxon word, hel-an, which
means " to cover," and, in the ancient use of it, it
signified any covered place. In our early English
literature it is used of any obscure dungeon or covered
spot, even of the dark hole into which a tailor threw
his shreds and clippings; nay, even of the retired and
bosky shade to which the lads and lasses caught in a
game called Barley-break were led to pay the forfeit of
a kiss. And, in like manner, the verb "to damn"
probably came from an old Teutonic verb, "deman, 'to
deem. It is at least closely related to the words "deem
" and "doom." It meant to deem any one guilty of any
kind of offence, and to doom him to its appropriate
punishment. Thus, for example, a man might be damned to
prison, i.e., deemed worthy of it, and doomed to it; or
his goods might be damnified, i.e., injured or
condemned; or a play might be damned, deemed too poor
for farther representation, and doomed never to appear
again. Both these words, therefore, were innocent
enough in themselves originally, and had many harmless
uses. But Theology has put meanings into them which
make them the most terrible words in our language and
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for many years now they have been used almost
exclusively in a theological sense. When we meet the
word "hell" it conveys no innocent and cheerful
suggestions. In many minds it quickens only an image of
some vast and burning prison, in which lost souls
writhe and shriek for ever, tormented in a flame that
will never be quenched. To those who reject the
conception of a vast material hell, an endless physical
torture, the word suggests a place or condition in
which the souls of the wicked, kept in life for that
end by the mighty power of God, are for ever consumed
by pangs compared with which the horrors of a furnace
would be a paradise. To be damned is, at least for us,
to be adjudged to that intolerable torment, without any
hope of amendment or release. The meaning of these
words, therefore, has greatly and horribly changed; and
whatever excuse we may make for the use of them by King
James's translators, there is no shadow of excuse for
those who now use them to translate the New Testament
Greek. That you may be convinced of this, let us
examine the passages in which they occur.
Take the verb "to damn" first. The word is so
frequent in Theology that it is with some surprise we
ascertain that it only occurs twelve times in the New
Testament; that in some of these cases it cannot
possibly have the sense we put upon it: and that in no
single instance is any equivalent word employed in the
Original. Before we turn to these passages, and in
Greek. Consider
Regarding Hebrews 6:2 and “eternal judgment,” what
is eternal is the outcome; God judges, and the judgment
is the result. Likewise, it at least could be the case
that God punishes the unsaved by destroying them, and
the punishment is the results, results that last for
eternity."
'Damnation' or 'Judgment'?
Some refer to the "eternal damnation" of the KJV as
proof of eternal punishment. The words
Greek apollumi and krino, correctly translated,
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mean: appolumi, "destroy," "lose" (in the active voice)
and "perish" or "be lost" (in the passive); krino,
"judge" (in the active voice), and "am being judged"
(in the passive). The noun derived
from apollumi, apoleia, means "destruction" or "waste."
But this word was translated "damnation" at 2 Peter 2:3
in the KJV, and "damnable" at 2 Peter 2:1. Apoleia is
used in the Textus Receptus Text in Acts 25:16. This is
the text supposedly used by the King James translators.
However, the truth of the matter, is that the Greek
text used by the King's translators differed with the
so-called Textus Receptus in at least 287 places.
(See Facts on the Textus Receptus and the King James
Version by Dr. Allan A. MacRae and Dr. Robert C. Newman,
Biblical School of Theology, Hatfield, Pa.) They
translated apoleia "die." It is obvious that any man
the Romans delivered to "die" apoleia, will be
resurrected and judged. (See John 5:28,29; Acts 24:15)
Therefore, apeleia cannot mean "no future life," it
cannot mean the ultimate annihilation of any man. Krino,
the word for "judge" occurs 14 times, and is once
rendered damned (2 Thes. 2:12). The noun derived from
it, "judgment," occurs 24 times and in seven of these
occurrences was translated "damnation," yet in 13
instances in the same version it was translated
"judgment." Krisis, another form derived from the verb,
and meaning "judging," occurs 49 times in the Greek
text. The translators of the KJV rendered it "judgment"
41 of those times, "condemnation" 3 times, "damnation"
3 times, and "accusation" twice. All those judged are
not condemned nor are they damned. Judging involves
setting affairs right between two parties in a suit,
deciding an issue, coming to a conclusion. The English
words "damn," "damnation," and "damned" have no
equivalent in the Greek text, and should not have been
used as the translation of any word appearing there.
There is a compound of the word for "judge," katakrino,
"condemn" which occurs 24 times in the N.T. Twice the
KJV translated it "be damned." To condemn means to
565

judge adversely, but again, the final state is not in
view where the word appears in the text.
But to say that such is the necessary meaning of
the words which are rendered by 'damn' and damnation,'
is to say what is absurdly and even wickedly false. It
is to say that a widow who marries again must be damned
to endless torments (1 Tim. 5:12, 'having damnation,'
krima), although Paul expressly recommends young widows
to do so two verses later on. It is to say that
everyone who ever eats the Lord's Supper unworthily,
eats and drinks "eternal punishment' to himself, though
Paul adds, almost in the next verse, that the judgment
(krima) is disciplinary and educational to save us from
condemnation. (1 Cor. 11:29-34) It is to say that 'the
Day of Judgment' ought to be called 'Day of Damnation'
(John 5:29) It is curious that our translators have
chosen this most unfortunate variation of 'damn' and
its cognates only fifteen times out of upwards of two
hundred times that krino and its cognates occur; and
that they have it for 'krisis' and 'krima,' not for the
stronger compounds 'katakrima,' etc. The translators,
however, may not be to blame. It is probable that
'damn' was once a milder word than 'condemn,' and had a
far milder meaning than that which modern eschatology
has furnished to modern blasphemy. We find from an Act
passed when a John Russell was Chancellor (in the reign
of Richard III or Henry VII), that the sanction of an
Act against extorted benevolences is called 'a
damnation'-that is, 'the infliction of a loss.' This is
the true etymological meaning of the word, as derived
from damnum, 'a loss'; and this original meaning is
still found in such words as 'damnify,' 'indemnify,'
and 'indemnity.' In the margin of 1 Cor. 11:29,
1 Corinthians 11:29 damnation: Or, judgment*
* An exhaustive listing of the marginal notes of the
1611 edition of the King James Bible
<https://en.literaturabautista.com/exhaustive-listing-marginal-notes-1611-edition-king-jamesbible>

We find 'judgment' for 'damnation';
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1Corinthians 11:29 For he that eateth and drinketh
unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself,
not discerning the Lord's body.
g

KJB: 'damnation'→ Greek: 'judgment' #2917 - krima
whereas in verse 32 the 'judgment' of the Lord is
milder than His 'condemnation.' Dr. Hey says that the
phrase, 'it deserveth God's wrath and damnation,' is
used in the milder sense of the word which was
originally prevalent. However this may be, the word has
undergone a modification of meaning over the passage of
time and it is an unmixed gain will wholly disappear
from the revised version of the English Bible.
'Judgment' and 'condemnation' are the true
representatives of 'krisis' and 'katakrisis,' and they
are not steeped, like the word 'damnation,' in a mass
of associated conceptions which do not naturally or
properly belong to them. Equally unfortunate is the
word 'hell.'"
Consider now:
Mark 3:29 But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy
Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of
eternal damnation:
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<SALVATOR MUNDI: Or Is Christ the Saviour of all Men? By Samuel Cox>

<Evangelical Dictionary of Theology edited by Walter A. Elwell>
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Greek: eternal sin
KJB: eternal damnation
Note: The person who commits the “eternal sin” is
not doing this act for Eternity. If that were the case
they would never actually finish the act. Context clues
us in even further. This passage isn’t referring to
some vague “unpardonable sin.” The text tells us what
is in view: the Pharisees saying that Jesus had an
unclean spirit. In other words, after having seen Jesus
cast out demons, clearly an act of God, they instead
slander him and accuse him of working on behalf of the
devil! To do so was to blaspheme the Holy Spirit, by
whose power Jesus was working. It was an act of finite
duration that they committed (though probably more than
once). They said “he has an unclean spirit,” not “he
has an unclean spirit for all eternity". It is a sin
with eternal consequences. Once one has done it, they
have no hope ever.
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Mark 12:40 Which devour widows' houses, and for a
pretence make long prayers: these shall receive greater
damnation.

We now turn to Mark 12:40. Our Lord is warning his
hearers against the Scribes who " devour widows' houses,
and for a pretence make long prayers. "These," He adds,
according to the Authorized Translation at least,
"shall receive greater damnation' The Greek says simply,
"These shall receive the severer judgment" And the
plain meaning of the passage is, that the very
hypocrisy under which the Scribes thought to cloak
their crimes would only bring a heavier krima, or
verdict, upon them. Both good men and God would pass
the sharper sentence on them for the semblance of piety
behind which they veiled their impious and insatiable
greed. It is a general truth which Christ here
enunciates, a truth as applicable and as pertinent to
the present life as to any other. It has no special
bearing on the future life until we put that bearing
into it by substituting the word "damnation" for the
word "judgment." To warn men in general terms that, if
they add the sin of hypocrisy to the sin of extortion,
they will inevitably expose themselves to a stronger
censure, is one thing, but surely it is another and a
very different thing to threaten them with being shut
up in an interminable hell the very moment they die.
If any think that even to restore the true word
"judgment" in this and similar paragraphs makes very
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little difference in their meaning; if they take the
"judgment" of God as equivalent to "damnation," that
can only be because they conceive of the Divine
judgments as though they were confined to the future
life, whereas the Scriptures constantly affirm that God
judges all men, good and bad, every day and all day
long; and because they wholly misapprehend the
character of the Divine Judge and Father. A man who is
a magistrate judges many men whom he does not condemn,
whom mere justice, to say nothing of compassion, will
not allow him to condemn; he condemns even most of
those whom he finds guilty to a limited punishment
which is intended for their correction: and what
conception must i}hey have formed of the Father of an
infinite justice and mercy who assume that He will
never judge men save to condemn them, and never condemn
them to any punishment short of an illimitable and
degrading agony?
Matthew 23:33 [Ye] serpents, [ye] generation of vipers,
how can ye escape the damnation of hell?

St Matthew 23:33. According to the English Version
the Lord demands of the same wicked and unhappy class
of men, the Scribes, "How shall ye escape the damnation
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of hell". The full explanation of this passage is
deferred till we reach that other class of texts in
which the word " hell" is employed. For the present we
ask you to mark only that in the Greek we read simply,
"How shall ye escape the judgment," not "the damnation"
of Gehenna ?"
John 5:29 And shall come forth; they that have done
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have
done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.

St John 5:29. the Lord affirms that all who are in
their graves shall one day hear his voice and come
forth, " they that have done good to the resurrection
of life, and they that have done evil to the
resurrection of damnation'. Here again the word is
kriais, and the phrase should read, " they that have
done evil to the resurrection of judgment,"
Romans 3:8 And not [rather], (as we be slanderously
reported, and as some affirm that we say,) Let us do
evil, that good may come? whose damnation is just.
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The Apostle Paul, speaking of men who made it their
maxim, "Let us do evil that good may come," affirms
that " their damnation is just." The Greek word is
krima and means judgment and we take the holy Apostle
to assert that the instinctive verdict of the human
heart against those who act on that detestable maxim is
a true, a just, verdict. There is no reference whatever,
or at least no necessary reference, either to the
judgment of God or to the recompenses of a future state.
Romans 13:2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power,
resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist
shall receive to themselves damnation.
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In Romans 13:2, the same Apostle is enforcing
obedience to the public authorities. He asserts that
there is no "power" which is not ordained of God; that
to resist any such power is therefore to resist God's
ordinance: and he adds, "they that resist shall receive
to themselves damnation " Once more the word is krima
and the sentence means simply that those who resist the
public authorities will expose themselves to judgment,
i.e. to the censure of their contemporaries, of the
authorities, and perhaps also of God Himself. We too
much forget that we all have and shall have, to answer
at the judgment seat of God for all we do — for our
thoughts as well as for our words, for our motives as
well as for our actions. And no doubt the more
momentous and influential our thoughts, or words, or
actions are, the more strict and searching will be the
account to which we shall be called, both in this age
and in the next, and in the next to that, and in all
the ages through which we pass.
There is another and a somewhat similar instance in
that very curious passage,
1Timothy 5:12 Having damnation, because they have cast
off their first faith.

It would seem that in some of the Apostolic
Churches there arose a class of women devoted to a
single life, who gave themselves to works of
hospitality and mercy. Their names were entered on an
official roll. And on this roll Timothy was advised not
to enter the names of any young widows, nor indeed of
any woman under sixty years of age, lest the younger
women should repent of their vows, "They will marry
again," says Paul, " having damnation, because they
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have cast off their first faith." Is it, then, so great
a crime for a young widow, even though she has vowed
she would never marry again, to contract a second
marriage, that she must needs be damned for it ? What
more, or worse, could befall her had she violated every
commandment in the Decalogue? Is a sister of mercy, or
a nun — such an one as Luther's wife, for example, to
be adjudged to an everlasting torment, should she
swerve from her single estate? Surely not; for once
more the Greek word is krima, and means no more than
"judgment". Such a woman will not be damned for
breaking her vow; but, if she have taken that vow
rashly and heedlessly and then should break it, she
will very certainly be judged, perhaps severely judged,
not by God alone, but also by men, and, above all, by
women. Vows are too solemn to be lightly taken or
lightly broken, whether they be vows of marriage or
vows against marriage; and therefore Timothy is not to
let those take them who are only too likely to break
them.
The passages we have just considered are instances
of the absurd way in which this word "damnation" has
been thrust into the Version of the New Testament,
without any warrant from the Original, against both
common sense and common humanity. But, nevertheless,
you must remember what use has been made of this absurd
blunder by that priestly class, which has too long
dominated and degraded the Church. Planting themselves
on this blunder, they have solemnly proclaimed all
rebellion against kings and governors, even when
provoked by the most intolerable autocracy, to be an
unexplainable crime, and have exalted in the certain
damnation of noble patriots as Hampden, Cromwell,
Milton, Washington. They have also pronounced any and
every violation even of the most senseless vows to be a
crime not to be forgiven whether in this world or in
the world to come and thus, century after century, a
blunder to inflict an agony of doubt and shame on many
sensitive hearts which we can hardly so much as
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conceive. But even these are not the most cruel results
of this fatal inaccuracy. There is one passage which,
as it stands in the Authorized Version, has darkened
and pierced with pangs of deadly fear many innocent
consciences, very mainly because the word " damnation"
is substituted in it for the word 'judgment.'
Again, in
1Corinthians 11:29 For he that eateth and drinketh
unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself,
not discerning the Lord's body.

Here again the Greek word is krima, i.e., judgment
And thus the gracious assurance that even if we come to
the table of the Lord in a spirit unworthy of that
sacred mystery, because we have not first judged
ourselves, we shall be judged, judged here and now, in
order that we may not be condemned with the world
1Corinthians 11:31 For if we would judge ourselves, we
should not be judged.
1Corinthians 11:32 But when we are judged, we are
chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned
with the world.
is converted into a horrible menace, which has kept
thousands from the communion of the body and blood of
Christ, that we shall be damned to an everlasting loss
and ruin.
2Thessalonians 2:12 That they all might be damned who
believed not the truth, but had pleasure in
unrighteousness.
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In 2 Thessalonians 2:12 Paul refers to some who
would not receive the truth, and predicts that God will
suffer them to be deluded by lies, in order that " they
all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had
pleasure in unrighteousness." But here too the verb is
krithma and all that Paul says is that they will be
judged, without so much as hinting what the judgment
may be or when it will take place.
These are all instances in which the verb krithma
("to judge") is rendered in our King James Version by
the English verb "to damn."
2b) We know what 'for ever', 'eternal' and
'everlasting' mean in a dictionary sense, but we cannot
conceive of experiencing this type of existence, so why
would the Bible use these terms to describe the future
misery of the wicked. That is not the case, as we shall
prove below.
"The inspired Scriptures never speak of eternity.
They describe nothing as eternal. They contain no term
which in itself bears our time sense of everlasting. As
eternity is not a subject of revelation, the present
object is to discover how and when this unscriptural
term gained entrance into theology, with most
disastrous results. It may be stated, without fear of
contradiction, that the more one explores into the
early centuries of Christianity, the clearer does it
become that a corrupt theology was alone responsible
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for displacing the teaching regarding the eons by a
dogma respecting "eternity."
One statement in English Bibles which perhaps more
than any other has led men's minds astray is found in
Rev.10:6. Wycliffe (1380) rendered this, "Tyme schal no
more be," having been partly misled by the Latin
Vulgate of Jerome (A.D. 380), which he used as his
basis.
2a.5) Time does not end in Eternity
“TYME SCHAL NO MORE BE " is the one statement in English Bibles which
perhaps more than :any other has led men's minds astray was found in Rev. 10:6.
Wycliff (1380) rendered this, "Tyme schal no more be," having been partly misled by the
Latin Vulgate of Jerome (A.D. 380), which he used as a basis.
One statement in English Bibles which perhaps more than any other has led men's
minds astray is found in Rev.10:6. Wycliff (1380) rendered this, "Tyme schal no more
be," having been partly misled by the Latin Vulgate of Jerome (A.D. 380), which he used
as his basis. Could he have had the Greek text as a basis, the likelihood is that he would
not have used the word "time." Jerome rendered it, "Time will not be further" tempus
non erit amplius.

Latin Vulgate Revelation 10:6

{10:6} et iuravit per viventem in sæcula sæculorum, qui creavit
cælum, et ea quæ in eo sunt: et terram, et ea quæ in ea sunt: et
mare, et ea quæ in eo sunt: Quia tempus non erit amplius:

While his translation is on the whole a most faithful and
excellent one, in some cases the words he utilizes do not
quite match the Greek he translates. Jerome didn't know Greek
very well and had problems translating the bible from Greek
. The result was that Wiclif became the medium through whom
inaccurate or false terms passed into English theology and
into our modern Bibles, where they have become stereotyped.
The consequences have been very far reaching and most
deplorable. Further examples will be cited anon. The
Authorized Version reads, "there should be time no longer."
The CONCORDANT VERSION reads, "there will be no longer delay."
This makes clear and simple sense, and presents no difficulty.
But the erroneous rendering which has persisted for over five
hundred years since the time of Wiclif is quite out of harmony
with the context. Anyone can see that after the events
detailed in the tenth chapter of Revelation. There is an
entire Millennial period to follow, during which "time"
continues.
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If only he could have used the Greek text, the likelihood is that he would not have
used the word "time." Jerome reads "Time will not be further" (tempus non erit
amplius). While his translation from the Greek is on the whole a most faithful and
excellent one, in some cases the words he utilizes do not quite match the Greek he
translates.
The result was that Wiclif became the medium through whom certain inaccurate or
false terms passed into English theology and into our modem Bibles, where they have
become stereotyped. The consequences have been very far reaching, long lasting, and
most deplorable. The Authorized Version of 1611 reads "there should be time no longer."
The Greek says "Chronos not longer will be." This is understood as meaning, "there will
be no longer delay." This is not strictly accurate, but may be the nearest we can come in
English. Chronos is related to chora, SPACE, and its primitive force seems to be
continuance. Continuance implies delay sometimes. But Chronos is never used in the
Scriptures in opposition or contrast to unlimited time. We speak of the Lord "tarrying"
(Heb. 10:37) or "delaying," but strictly He will not be continuing, or spending time
(where He is).
The erroneous rendering of Wiclif has persisted for over five hundred years, and is quite
out of harmony with the context. Anyone can see that after the events detailed in the
tenth of Revelation there is an entire millennial period to follow, during which "time"
continues. The RV. margin reads, "there shall be delay no longer."
Let it not be imagined that we seek to blame Wiclif. He used the best and only tools that
were in existence in his day. He was not only the "Morning Star of the Reformation," but
as Col. C. R Conder says, "Wyclif founded the Reformation at Oxford in 1360." Princess
Anne of Bohemia, wife of King Richard II. of England, was greatly interested in his
works, most of which were in Latin, which she encouraged in her own country. Jerome
of Prague, friend and disciple of John Hus, was converted at Oxford to Wycliff’s
doctrines, but was burnt at the stake in 1416. The Hussites became strong and numerous
in Bohemia, and in course of time their reforming doctrines spread into nearby South
Germany, and influenced Martin Luther. As we shall shew later, Wiclif came very close
to the truth of the eons or ages.
The false notion that Time must some day end and Eternity commence, still clings to
theology, and many fine souls are unable to rid themselves of it. All that the Scriptures
reveal is that the eons will terminate (Heb. 9:26), but it seems clear that time must
always continue. When it is revealed that certain things are to continue after the eons
have ended, or when anything is described as being interminable, a distinct negative
particle is used in the Greek to denote this, as in the following examples : Luke 1:33 of
His kingdom there will be no consummation (ouk estai telos, not will be finish). 1. Cor.
15:42 it is being roused in incorruption (aphtharsia). 1. Cor. 15:53 this mortal must put
on immortality (athanasia, deathlessness). 1. Peter 1:4 an inheritance incorruptible and
undefilable and unfadeable. Heb. 7:16 the power of an indissoluble life. 1. Tim. 1:4
interminable genealogies.

One statement in English Bibles which perhaps more than any other has led men's
minds astray is found in Rev.10:6. Wiclif (1380) rendered this, "Tyme schal no more
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be," having been partly misled by the Latin Vulgate of Jerome (A.D. 380), which he used
as his basis. Could he have had the Greek text as a basis, the likelihood is that he would
not have used the word "time." Jerome rendered it, "Time will not be further" tempus
non erit amplius.
Latin Vulgate Revelation 10:6

{10:6} et iuravit per viventem in sæcula sæculorum, qui creavit
cælum, et ea quæ in eo sunt: et terram, et ea quæ in ea sunt: et
mare, et ea quæ in eo sunt: Quia tempus non erit amplius:
While his translation is on the whole a most faithful and excellent one, in some
cases the words he utilizes do not quite match the Greek he translates. Jerome didn't
know Greek very well and had problems translating the bible from Greek . The result
was that Wiclif became the medium through whom inaccurate or false terms passed
into English theology and into our modern Bibles, where they have become
stereotyped. The consequences have been very far reaching and most deplorable.
Further examples will be cited anon. The Authorized Version reads, "there should be
time no longer." The CONCORDANT VERSION reads, "there will be no longer delay." This
makes clear and simple sense, and presents no difficulty. But the erroneous rendering
which has persisted for over five hundred years since the time of Wiclif is quite out of
harmony with the context. Anyone can see that after the events detailed in the tenth
chapter of Revelation. There is an entire Millennial period to follow, during which
"time" continues. The Revised Version has a reading similar to the A.V., but corrects this
in the margin to "there shall be delay no longer.

In a more accurate translation (below), one which properly
translates the Greek and not relying on the Latin, the phrase we are discussing
becomes ‘delay no longer; with no mention of the word ‘time’.
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From the translation above one can draw the conclusion that the true sense of the
expression “that there should be time no longer” is referring to the fact that there should be
no more delay. While the King James Version renders the text “that there should be time no
longer” the New King James Version states that “there should be delay no longer”

Nevertheless, the false notion that Time must some day end and Eternity
commence, still clings to theology. All that the Scriptures reveal is that the eons will
terminate (1 Cor.10:11; Heb.9:26), but it seems clear that time of some kind or other
must continue. We think you’ll agree that there is a big difference between “no more time”
and “no further delay”. Would you agree that Revelation 10:6 in the King James Version,
while not in error, is somewhat misleading?
In the preface to the King James Bible, the translators note that they are NOT the first bible
translators,and commend the work of people like Jerome and their own English predecessors.

Revelation 10:6 And sware by him that liveth for ever and
ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are,
and the earth, and the things that thereinare, and the sea,
and the things which are therein, that there should be time
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no longer:
Could he have had the Greek text as a basis, the
likelihood is that he would not have used the word "time."
Jerome rendered it, "Time will not be further"tempus non
erit amplius. While his translation is on the whole a most
faithful and excellent one, in some cases the words he
utilizes do not quite match the Greek he translates. The
result was that Wycliffe became the medium through whom
inaccurate or false terms passed into English theology and
into our modernBibles, where they have become stereotyped.
The consequences have been very far reaching and most
deplorable. Further examples are cited in this
document regarding 'anon'. The Authorized Version reads,
"there should be time no longer."
Revelation 10:6 And sware by him that liveth for ever and
ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are,
and the earth, and the things that thereinare, and the sea,
and the things which are therein, that there should be time
no longer:
The CONCORDANT VERSION reads, "there will be no longer
delay." This makes clear and simple sense, and presents no
difficulty. But the erroneous rendering which has persisted
for over five hundred years since the time of Wycliffe is
quite out of harmony with the context. Anyone can see that
after the events detailedin the tenth chapter of Revelation,
there is an entire Millennial period to follow, during which
"time" continues. The Revised Version has a reading similar
tothe A.V., but corrects this in the margin to "there shall
be delay no longer."
Nevertheless, revelation, still clings to
theology. All that the Scriptures reveal is that the
eons will terminate (1 Cor.10:11; Heb.9:26 (See our
discussion of the eons.), but it seems clear that Time
of some kind or other must continue. When it is
revealed that certain things are to continue after the
eons have terminated, or when anything is described as
being interminable, a distinct negative particle is
used in the Greek to denote this, as in the following
examples:
Luke
1: 33 of His kingdom there shall be
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no consummation
(ouk estai telos, NOT WILL-BE
FINISH).
1 Cor. 15: 42 it is roused in incorruption
(aphtharsia, UN-COR-RUPTion).
53 this mortal must put on
immortality
(athanasia, UN-DEATH, deathless-ness).
1
Pet.
1: 4 an allotment incorruptible and
undefiled and unfading
(amaranton, UN-FADing).
Heb.
7: 16 the power of an indissoluble
life
(akataluton, UN-DOWN-LOOSED).
1
Tim.
1: 4 interminable genealogies (aperanton,
UN-OTHER- SIDE).As the eons are to
terminate, it follows thatall that is eonian
must finish, or be swallowed up inthat which
follows. As the eons are to terminate, it
follows that all that is eonian must finish,
or be

swallowed up in that which follows. Even dooms, which
are described as eonian, such as the fire of Matt.18:8,
the extermination from the face of the Lord, of 2
Thess.1:9, and the eonian judgment of Heb.6:2, shall
terminate in due season. In vivid contrast to such
merely eonian doom stands the awful doom of the city of
Babylon, as portrayed in Rev.18:21- 23, where within
the compass of three verses occurs the solemn negative
expression nevermore (ou mee eti, not no still), no
fewer than six times:
Revelation 18:21 And a mighty angel took up a stone
like a great millstone, and cast [it] into the sea,
saying, Thus with violence shall that great city
Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no more at
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all.
Revelation 18:22 And the voice of harpers, and
musicians, and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall be
heard no more at all in thee; and no craftsman, of
whatsoever craft [he be], shall be found any more in
thee; and the sound of a millstone shall be heard no
more at all in thee;
Revelation 18:23 And the light of a candle shall shine
no more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom
and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee:
for thy merchants were the great men of the earth; for
by thy sorceries were all nations deceived.
Even to God, the Scriptures do not ascribe
eternity. What need is there to describe Him as eternal?
Would it not be almost an affront to use such an
epithet of One who must, in order to be God, be eternal?
We speak not of "wet rain" falling from the clouds.
Were it not wet, it would not be rain. In the beginning
of Genesis, the fact of God, and the existence of God,
are taken for granted. No attempt is made to explain
Who God is and whence He came, or to account for His
existence. Nature demands His existence, and faith
assumes Him. That He is the "eonian God" (Rom.16:26)
(See the discussion of eonian) a distinct and added
revelation. Just as evil is a special feature of the
eons, so God is seen as the "eonian God" (See below)
during the same time.
Romans 16:26 But now is made manifest, and by the
scriptures of the prophets, according to the
commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all
nations for the obedience of faith:
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KJB: 'everlasting God' → Greek: 'eonian God'
While it is not possible for God to be more than
eternal, He is more than eonian. Upon a lead tablet
found in the necropolis at Adrumetum, in the Roman
province of Africa, near Carthage, belonging to the
early third century, the following inscription is
scratched in Greek, "I am adjuring Thee, the great God,
the eonian and more than eonian (epaiõnion) and
almighty, the One up-above the up-above gods." (Cameras
did not exist back then.) Deissmann requires to render
this as follows: "the eternal and more than eternal and
almighty, who is exalted above the exalted Gods.
Even to God the Scriptures do not ascribe eternity.
What need is there to describe Him as eternal?
Would it not be almost an affront to use such an
epithet of One who must, in order to be God, be eternal?
We speak not of "wet rain" falling from the clouds.
Were it not wet, it would not be rain. In the beginning
of Genesis, the fact of God, and the existence of God,
are taken for granted. No attempt is made to explain
Who God is and whence He came, or to account for His
existence. Nature demands His existence, and faith
assumes Him. That He is the "eonian God" (Rom.16:26)
To repeat this important point:
Romans 16:26 But now is made manifest, and by the
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scriptures of the prophets, according to the
commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all
nations for the obedience of faith:
KJB: 'everlasting God' → Greek: 'eonian God'
is distinct and Romans 16:26 But now is made manifest,
and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the
commandment of the eonian God, made known to all
nations for the obedience of faith: added revelation.
Just as evil is a special feature of the eons, so God
is seen as the "eonian God" during the same time. While
it is not possible for God to be more than eternal, He
is more than eonian. Upon a lead tablet found in the
necropolis at Adrumetum, in the Roman province of
Africa, near Carthage, belonging to the early third
century, the following inscription is scratched in
Greek, "I am adjuring Thee, the great God, the eonian
and more than eonian (epaiõnion) and almighty, the One
up-above the up-above gods." Deissmann requires to
render this as follows: "the eternal and more than
eternal and almighty, who is exalted above the exalted
Gods.
Some of the following facts may at first sight
seem somewhat startling, yet that is because they are
not widely known. Had the old English Bibles been
translated direct out of the Greek, instead of from the
Latin Vulgate Version of Jerome (380 A.D.), it is very
probable that the word ‘eternal’ would never have been
found in our modern Bibles and theological terminology
at all. But for the Norman Conquest of England in 1066
A.D., which brought many French words into the English
language (and French is largely decayed and corrupt
Latin), and drove out many native English words, we
should most probably now be using not eternal, but
'ece', the old equivalent of eonian.
How the Latin language affected theology
"In order to understand rightly the word
"eternal," it is necessary to make a review of
linguistic conditions in Greece and Italy before and
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after the days of Paul. The classical Latin tongue was
one out of many that were spoken by the early
inhabitants of Italy. At first it was only the dialect
of a small area around Rome. Other dialects which in
the course of time mingled with it were of a very
different type, such as the Etruscan. Many colonies of
Greeks existed in early times in the south of Italy, so
that this part was known as "Great Greece." From the
dawn of authentic history, the Greek language may be
seen exerting a strong influence over Italy. When in
B.C. 454 the Romans desired to establish a code of laws,
they dispatched commissioners to Greece to study and
report upon the laws of Solon at Athens. What in later
times became the polished dialect of the district of
Latium was not the language of the common people, just
as the classical Greek of the poets and dramatists was
not the common speech of the people. The everyday
language of Greeks was much the same as is found in the
Greek Scriptures, known as the koinee, or "common," or
vulgar tongue. Latin was the speech of the patricians,
of the literary world, of the politicians, of a
comparatively small section of the people. It came to
occupy the position of a partly artificial dialect amid
many other widely differing dialects.
One effect of the rapid conquests of Alexander
the Great (B.C. 334-323) was that Greek became the
language of government and literature throughout most
of the then civilized world. It became the lingua
franca of countries such as Palestine and Egypt. About
the year B.C. 280 Rome was mistress of all Italy except
some of the Greek cities in the south. These succumbed
by B.C. 276. Sixty years later Rome was interfering in
the affairs of Greece itself, and by B.C. 189 Rome was
mistress of Greece.
There were said to be as many versions as
manuscripts, though this is no doubt somewhat of an
exaggeration. Upon Jerome fell the arduous task of
attempting to bring about harmony out of this confusion,
and the outcome was his version of the Latin scriptures
which in after times, from the thirteenth century
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onwards, was known as the "Vulgate." Hitherto, for
about six hundred years, the Greek Septuagint version
had held the field, and there was intense and prolonged
opposition to Jerome's version. This was the Bible
which was to dominate most of Christendom for a
thousand years, right up to the Reformation. Jerome,
however, in his revision, while correcting obvious
errors and setting right what seemed to be bad Latin,
was very conservative otherwise. Many expressions he
left as he found them. Whatever may have been his own
views regarding the future, he does not appear to have
revised two Latin words, fraught with profound
significance, which he found in the old version. These
are both words used to render the Greek word eon, as
Latin, like Gothic and Armenian and English, found two
words necessary, seculum, from which we have our word
"secular," and aeternus, from which have descended the
fateful words "eternal" and "eternity." Sometimes, as
we shall see, the Greek aiõn (eon) was rendered by one
of these two Latin words, and sometimes by the other.
Not only so, but when the Greek shows the word eon
twice or thrice in one clause (as in "for the eon, and
for the eon of the eon"), the Latin frequently shows
both aeternus and seculum. This alone ought to be
sufficient to prove that the two Latin words could have
the same meaning, more or less, and it will be our
present purpose to demonstrate that originally the two
words differed little in meaning, but that theology,
chiefly through the dominating influence of one man,
imparted to aeternus a nuance alien to its derivation
and original usage."
<http://tojuki.tripod.com/id24.htm>

2b) The words “forever”, “eternal”, and “everlasting” are
always mistranslations of the Greek words eon, which means
age, or eonian, which means “pertaining to the age” or
“pertaining to the ages”; and the phrase “forever and ever”
is a ridiculously creative way of translating the plural
form of eon – eons – to match pagan beliefs. modern Bible
translators of the less accuracy focused versions also often
artificially insert words referring to endlessness such as
“eternal”, “everlasting”, and “forever” into the Bible. This
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is because the word “hell” and words like “eternal”,
“forever”, and “everlasting” are nowhere to be found in the
original language (Hebrew and Greek) manuscripts of the
Bible. There is nothing in Scripture about “eternal
punishment” or punishment that lasts “forever and ever”.
These are blatant mistranslations. None of these ideas about
it are supported by Scripture. Godly people in Bible days
would have found these ideas absurd and would have correctly
identified them as paganism. Again, as used in Scripture,
the word eon, eons, eonian, etc. do not refer to eternity;
they refer to ages, stages in God’s plan. (We will explain
the five ages of human history planned by God as outlined in
the Scriptures, in detaillater in this document.).
Modern Bible translators of the less accuracy focused
versions also often artificially insert words referring to
endlessness such as “eternal”, “everlasting”, and “forever”
into the Bible even though there is no word that refers
directly to eternity or endlessness in the original language
manuscripts of the Bible. As we show, Hasting’s Dictionary
of the New Testament states that there is no word in the
Greek or Hebrew manuscripts of the Bible that expresses the
abstract idea of eternity.
If the words “hell” and “eternal/everlasting/forever”
are not in the Greek or Hebrew manuscripts of the Bible,
then how did so many members of the religion of Christianity
end up believing in hell and eternal punishment? during this
time period in the Middle Ages, the Catholic church
gradually discarded the teachings of the native Greek
speaking early church fathers about God’s ultimate plan for
mankind, and instead seized upon the ideas of Greek ignorant
people like Augustine about “eternal punishment”, promoting
them create what we now know as the doctrine of hell. The
most important, harmful, and unbiblical leftover from pagan
Middle Ages beliefs that still clings to the religion of
Christianity is the concept of eternal punishment
the
fact that the words “hell” and “eternal/everlasting/forever”
are not in the Bible.
An accurately translated Bible does not teach the pagan
idea of hell and eternal punishment.) But an accurately
translated Bible does not. But most English Bibles
erroneously contain the words “hell “and
“forever/eternal/everlasting.” As we state, people know the
dictionary meanings of these words, but cannot relate to
experiencing them in real life.
The Concordant Version and Young’s Literal
Translation). explain why you will not find terms like
“eternal punishment” or “forever and ever” in literal,
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accuracy-focused Bible translations. As we show in this book
Hastings’ Dictionary of the New Testament (vol. I, p. 542,
art. Christ and the Gospels) states that there is no word
either in the Old Testament Hebrew or in the New Testament
Greek that expresses the abstract idea of eternity. It’s bad
enough that many English Bibles contain the word “hell” even
though the Greek and Hebrew language manuscripts do not
contain any word that even comes remotely close to the
modern definition of “hell”. Yet modern Bibles re full of
words that refer to eternity, like “eternal”, “everlasting”,
and “forever”. Also watch out for the word “never”
“There simply is no word in the Hebrew or Greek
manuscripts of the Bible that refers directly to eternity or
means “definitely endless”. When you see words like
“forever”, “eternal”, “everlasting”, or the phrase “forever
and ever” in an English Old Testament, it is a
mistranslation of some form of the Hebrew compound word
olam” (“a long, unspecified period of time”, not “definitely
endless time”) or one of two other less common Hebrew
compound words. And when you see words that refer to
eternity in an English New Testament, it is always a
mistranslation of the Greek word “eon” (used in the New
Testament to translate “olam”; the most accurate translation
of this Greek word without adding a sense to it that is not
found in the word itself would be “age”.”
There is no adjective form of “eon” (“eonian”) in
English, so the translators just use an English word such as
“eternal” or “forever” that sounds “normal” in English.
These words conveniently fit with the translators’
preconceived pagan-inherited “hell mindset”. There is no
adjective form of “eon” (“eonian”) in English, so the
translators just use an English word such as
“eternal” or “forever” that sounds “normal” in English.
These words conveniently fit with the translators’
preconceived pagan-inherited “hell mindset”.
Modern translators, because they want to pick one nice
easy word to use, and because they already believe in the
pagan concepts of “eternal punishment, eternal fire, etc.,
they simply translate the Hebrew word ‘olam’ as “forever” or
“eternal”. This is not accurate. It reinforces the paganinherited idea in the minds of modern English-speaking
Christians that everything in the Bible is about eternity,
when in reality the Bible says nothing directly about
eternity (it speaks of it indirectly by the use of terms
such as “immortality.
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2b1) The proper Greek word for 'eternal' or 'everlasting' actually

appears in only two places in the New Testament, one of which
(Jude 1:6), the other is Romans 1:20. This word in Greek

‘aidios’ (‘αιδιος’ ) actually means forever, eternal, never
ending. The Lord Jesus NEVER used it once. The Lord
could have used ‘aidios’ (αιδιος) instead of ‘aionas’ if
He really meant eternally forever but He DID NOT use
the word. Paul uses the word in Romans 1:20 to say
clearly that God is truly without end, eternal in every
sense of the word.
So the Scripture,
Revelation 14:11 And the smoke of their torment
ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest
day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and
whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.

Taking all things into account, this means that the
unrepentant sinful persons with go to the Lake of Fire
to be chastised by the infliction of torment* in
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whatever form that may take, either for longtime or a
very long time until the Lake of Fire has done its
purpose. Fire is used to refine and destroy.
*
" Smoke is always something off a sacrifice that is
being burned. Even where the smoke is from the altar of
incense (where the prayers of the saints are going up—
Revelation 8:3–4), the saints have had their heads cut
off, and their bodies have been burned."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Revelation Commentary
If someone said "I have had no rest day or night",
this could mean for a period of 24 hours. Not forever
and ever.
If someone said "I've had no rest day or night for
ages", this could mean for a finite period of days,
weeks or months. It doesn't mean forever. The phrase
'forever and ever' in Rev. 14:11 literally translates
as "to ages of ages". So having no rest day or night
for "ages" can mean for a short or long time of finite
duration, not forever.
This is also an image of other worldly punishment
(though only of fallen angels and demons). It is
accompanied by the Greek word ἀΐδιος (aïdiois) which
'properly means “eternal” / "everlasting".
STRONGS NT 126: ἀΐδιος (aïdiois)
ἀΐδιος, -όν, (for ἀείδιος from ἀεί), eternal, everlasting.
(δεσμοῖς ἀϊδίοις [desmois aïdiois]: “everlasting chains”),
though even here the phrase seems to mean only that the
chains are infrangible, inasmuch as they are
“everlasting” only until the day of judgment.
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Jude 1:6 And the angels which kept not their first
estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved
in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment
of the great day.

Thayer's Greek Lexicon
STRONGS NT 126: ἀΐδιος ( aidios) Note: Aidios only appears twice in
Scripture:

ἀΐδιος, (for ἀείδιος from ἀεί), eternal, everlasting: (Wis.
7:26) Romans 1:20; Jude 1:6. (Homer hymn. 29, 3; Hesiod
scut. 310, and from Thucydides down in prose; (frequent
in Philo, e. g.de profug. § 18 (ζῶν ἀΐδιος), § 31;de opif.
mund. § 2, § 61;de cherub. § 1, § 2, § 3;de post. Cain.
§ 11 at the end, Synonym: see αἰώνιος).)
Englishman's Concordance
Romans 1:20 Adj-NMS
GRK: ἥ τε ἀΐδιος αὐτοῦ δύναμις
NAS: His invisible attributes, His eternal power
KJV: [even] his eternal power and
INT: the both eternal of him power
Jude 1:6 Adj-DMP
GRK: ἡμέρας δεσμοῖς ἀϊδίοις ὑπὸ ζόφον
NAS: He has kept in eternal bonds
KJV: he hath reserved in everlasting chains
INT: day in chains eternal under darkness
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Jude 1:7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities
about them in like manner, giving themselves over to
fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set
forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of
eternal fire.

Aioniou (aion), does not mean 'eternal'. Rather, it
means age-long (eonian), except in Diety contexts**,
where it may mean 'to the age and beyond'.
Aiōniou is the genitive case of the word aionios
(which is in the nominative case). The Theological
Dictionary of the New Testament, Abridged Greek-English
Lexicon, Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon, the secular GreekEnglish lexicon by Bauer, and many other lexicons
define "aionios" and its family of words, ("aionion",
"aioniou" ... ). The Greek word aionion* * Here are the different forms of aiōnion according to
Strong's in the Greek:
aionia aiōnia aiṓnia aionian aionían aiōnian aiōnían aioniois aioníois
aiōniois aiōníois aionion aioníon aiōnion aiōniōn aiōníōn aiṓnion aionios
aiōnios aiṓnios aiṓniós aioniou aioníou aiōniou aiōníou aionious aioníous
aiōnious aiōníous

According to Strong's, aiōnion occurs 45 times in the NT.
Depending on other Greek grammatical sentence structures or
possible vowel with a smooth breathing vs an aspirated vowel in
and of the sentence, words like aiónios can have variant
meanings depending on the context.
"Aiōnion" is derived from its stem "aion". One meaning of
aiṓnion is qualitative, describing that which is Divine and of
the age to come (eonian). That meaning certainly makes very good
sense in the context of Jude 7 and it is certainly reasonable in
Matthew’s less detailed uses. The fire Matthew 25:41 is eonian.
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The fire (eonian) that fell on Sodom and Gomorrah was not a
simple earthly wildfire. The burning sulfur fell from heaven at
the hand of God.
2b2) Sodom and Gomorrah were still visible as late as 1650.
They are not "suffering the vengeance of "eternal fire", but
"eonian fire" (age-lasting fire) (note the graphic directly
above).
Canaan - Jerusalem

Here Sodom and its remains could be seen until 1650.
There was no 'eternal fire' burning. The correct
translation of the Greek reveals that the fire was not
‘eternal', but 'eonian'('age-long')
in nature and
was therefore not seen to be burning in the 1600's.
"For centuries people knew exactly where Sodom and
Gomorrah once stood. The ruins of the Biblical cities
were apparently still visible as late as 1650. Only
with the approach of the 19th century did we
conveniently forget where to look for the famous
citiesof sin. Their sins we could debate at a later
date, butfor right now let us point our ever-blind and
ignorant archaeologists in the right direction. Before
we get into the grid coordinates, let's see what the
official version says, once stood. The ruins of the
Biblical cities were apparently still visible as late
as 1650.
Only with the approach of the 19th century did we
conveniently forget where to look for the famous cities
of sin. Their sins we could debate at a later date, but
for right now let us point our archaeologists in the
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right direction. It almost appears that the Dead Sea,
was already 'dead' [drying up] back when Sodom, Gomorra,
Admah and Zeboim were built. We have no clue why it was
paved with asphalt, but that sounds geographically
"plain"*. Essentially what we get is the sea with
little water. Apparently, it was claimed that the dead
Sea was filled with asphalt** and Arabs rode their
camels to travel across the Dead Sea."
*In geography, a plain is a flat, sweeping landmass that generally does not change much in elevation.
Plains occur as lowlands along the bottoms of valleys or on the doorsteps of mountains, as coastal plains,
and as plateaus or uplands.

** At times when the Dead Sea water level is low, as it
is nowadays, large expanses of black mud covered with a
carbonate crust are exposed along the coast of the lake.
The black mud resembles asphalt in its shiny black
color and sulfurous smell. It has been sometimes
assumed that the mud contains asphalt, although this is
not the case, and the color and smell are due to poorly
crystallized iron sulfides.
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Large blocks of mineral matter free (less than 0.1%)
asphalt are occasionally found floating on the surface
of the Dead Sea. Chemical, spectroscopic and isotopic
data are given for the asphalt. The source of the
asphalt is not accurately known, but presumably it
represents mobilization of heavy viscous asphaltic
masses at depth below the lake bottom into the floor of
the lake. It may be released to the surface by earth
tremors. An ancient name for Dead Sea was 'Tris Asphalt
Tes'. This phenomena is recorded below in this 1655 map.

<https://www.stolenhistory.org/threads/sodom-and-gomorrah-are-at-the-bottom-of-the-dead-sea.462/>

There is currently no sighting of any 'eternal
fire' burning in the region.
"We must not take the words 'eternal' and
'everlasting' as synonyms or equivalents. The one
indicates that which continues through the whole of
duration; the other, that which is out of duration and
above it, of which the measures and sequences of time
are no necessary part. The one expresses quantity the
other quality. 'Everlasting' denotes that which lasts
forever, 'eternal' that which is spiritual and Divine.
And hence to translate one and the same Greek word by
either of these words, as if it did not matter which,
is obviously inaccurate and misleading.
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Regarding 'for ever', God's power and Deity are
everlasting, that they endure for ever, that they can
know no bound, no diminution, no end, no man who
believes in God at all will be likely to deny. The
Divine purpose is for ever. ... Even here and now He is
for ever judging us, if we do not judge ourselves, ever
punishing, pruning, and chastising us for our good, and
that we may bring forth more fruit. So that we must not
hastily conclude that, in the ages to come, judgment
and chastisement and punishment will change their very
nature and work to opposite effects. Analogy would
rather suggest that then as now, there as here, God
will still judge us in order that we may learn to judge
ourselves, still chastise us for our good, still prune
us that we may bring forth more fruit."
<Samuel Cox. Salvator Mundi: Or, Is Christ the Savior of All Men ? Dutton. >

So, "the second class of Scriptures we have to examine
is that in which the words "eternal" and "everlasting"
occur and in this class a subordinate series in which,
as these epithets are applied both to the future
felicity of the good and the future misery of the
wicked, the logical inference seems to be that the one
will last as long as the other. Now this class of
passages is so numerous, the words. And perhaps the
very first point we should mark is this: that, though
the words 'eternal' and 'everlasting' are used
indiscriminately to translate one and the same Greek
word, they are by no means identical in meaning. The
word 'eternal' bears two great meanings, and is used in
two very different senses. Popularly and loosely it is
used to denote that which lasts for ever; but as it is
used by many of our most eminent thinkers and
theologians, instead of denoting that which endures
through all the successions of time, it denotes that
which is above and beyond time, that which is
independent of duration; that which you can no more
calculate on the sequences of time than you can weigh
music by the pound or measure beauty with a foot-rule.
God, for example, and Christ, and indeed all that
pertains to the spiritual realm—as faith, hope, charity,
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righteousness, peace—are eternal in this higher sense.
It must be admitted however that this higher sense has
been put into the word: it is not the original meaning
of the word : according to its derivation "eternal"
means "age-long'. And if it could be brought back to
its original meaning, if it now suggested nothing more,
it would be the very word of all words for rendering
the Greek aionios. But that, we suppose, is wholly
impossible.
Consider
1Timothy 1:17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal,
invisible, the only wise God, [be] honour and glory for
ever and ever. Amen.

KJB: 'king eternal'
Greek: 'king of the ages'
KJB: honour and glory for ever and ever for ever and
ever'
Greek 'honour and glory to the ages of the ages'
Beyond a doubt, then, the words aeon (eon) and
aeonial suggest to us an epoch of time, in this Deity
case that which is an age and beyond. Translating “eon”
and its forms consistently as “eon” = “age”, “eons” =
“ages”, and “eonian” = “having to do with an age or
ages” allows many seemingly impossible philosophical,
logical, and Scriptural problems, dilemmas, and
questions to be resolved instantly and effortlessly. On
the other hand, if one insists upon translating “eon”
and/or its forms in certain places in Scripture as
referring to “eternal punishment” etc. we are stuck
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without satisfactory answers to the myriad
philosophical, logical, and Scriptural problems and
dilemmas artificially caused by the false, paganoriginated ideas of hell and eternal punishment.
The word “eon” in the New Testament clearly refers
to an age – a specifically designated period of time in
human history with a clear end and a clear beginning.
In some cases the age referred to has already ended,
and in some cases (as in Galatians 1:4 or 2 Corinthians
4:4 which refer to “this present evil age”) we don’t
know exactly when the end will be, but it is clear that
there will be an end. Of course, the plural word “eons”
is used to refer to more than one age or multiple ages
(Eph. 2:7, Rom. 16:25, 1 Cor. 2:7, etc.), and the word
“eonian” is used as an adjective to describe something
that has to do with one or more specific ages (2 Tim.
1:9, Jn. 3:16).
2c) How can the word "perish" mean eternal torment? It
doesn't, period.
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.

◄ 622. apollumi ►
Strong's Concordance
apollumi: to destroy, destroy utterly
Original Word: ἀπόλλυμι
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: apollumi
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Phonetic Spelling: (ap-ol'-loo-mee)
Definition: to destroy, destroy utterly
Usage: (a) I kill, destroy, (b) I lose, mid: I am perishing (the resultant death being viewed as
certain).

That Apollumi does not suggest annihilation is
clear in that this word is employed to describe the
miserable condition of the prodigal son, when separated
from his loving father. In that state the son was “lost”
(Luke 15:24), but he had not ceased to exist. As Vine
pointed out: “the idea is not extinction but ruin, loss,
not of being, but of well-being” (Expository Dictionary,
Vol. I, p. 302). Prof. Thayer declared, with extreme
clarity, that apollumi suggests “to be delivered up to
eternal misery” (Greek-English Lexicon, p. 4)
In this connection one should carefully study
Matthew 25:46 and 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9. The abiding
separation of the wicked from God will entail an
eternal suffering. This passage is an eloquent
refutation of both the materialistic theory of the
annihilation of the wicked, and the modernistic
assertion of universal salvation.
The Greek word “apollumi” means to “to lose, or to
be lost.” It is the same word Jesus used when He said
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"I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel" (Matthew
15:24).
◄ 622. apollumi ►
Strong's Concordance
apollumi: to destroy, destroy utterly
Original Word: ἀπόλλυμι
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: apollumi
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-ol'-loo-mee)
Definition: to destroy, destroy utterly
Usage: (a) I kill, destroy, (b) I lose, mid: I am perishing (the resultant death being viewed as
certain).
HELPS Word-studies
622 apóllymi (from 575 /apó, "away from," which intensifies ollymi, "to destroy") – properly,
fully destroy, cutting off entirely (note the force of the prefix, 575 /apó).
622 /apóllymi ("viol
622 apóllymi (from 575ently/completely perish") implies permanent (absolute) destruction, i.e.
to cancel out (remove); "to die, with the implication of ruin and destruction" (L & N, 1, 23.106);
cause to be lost (utterly perish) by experiencing a miserable end.

This word, “apollumi,” is used to describe a sheep
which was lost and then was found and restored. And
Christ uses this same exact word in the following verse:
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
Matthew 10:29 Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing?
and one of them shall not fall on the ground without
your Father.
(We've shown the word translated as "hell" in this
verse is actually Gehenna, the city dump outside of
Jerusalem). The original word for “destroy” there is
“apollumi” which means “to lose or be lost.” This verse
is not speaking of an eternal annihilation of a soul,
but of a temporary losing of the soul, just like the
“lost” sheep that was later found. It is the same with
all the times you see Jesus speaking of someone
“perishing.” Such as in John 3:16:
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.
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A better translation would be “whoever believes in
Him should not be lost.” We are all lost until God
finds us. Those who die yet unbelieving will experience
further “apollumi,” or being “lost” in the lake of fire,
5
which is the second death. But God has promised to
destroy all death once and for all and grant belief to
all at the consummation of the ages.

If apollumi or apollumi meant destruction according
to the traditional definition by those who believe in
eternal torment or annihilation, then Jesus is lost to
us forever:
Matthew 27:20 But the chief priests and elders
persuaded the multitude that they should ask Barabbas,
and destroy Jesus.

◄ 622. apollumi ►
HELPS Word-studies
622 apóllymi (from 575 /apó, "away from," which intensifies ollymi, "to destroy") – properly,
fully destroy, cutting off entirely (note the force of the prefix, 575 /apó).
622 /apóllymi ("violently/completely perish") implies permanent (absolute) destruction, i.e. to
cancel out (remove); "to die, with the implication of ruin and destruction" (L & N, 1, 23.106);
cause to be lost (utterly perish) by experiencing a miserable end.
[This is also the meaning of 622 /apóllymi dating back to Homer (900 bc.]

So the "traditional" view makes the word of God of
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no effect. Or will you have the logic
traditional hell-fire or annihilation
denigrates the precious victory Jesus
conquering death on the Cross for all

to go against the
view which
bought through
Mankind? Those

who are “lost” or “perished,” are like the lost sheep.
The lost sheep was perished, but the shepherd sought it
out and restored it. We are all like the lost sheep
before God finds us. Even now we are. Until we are
saved we are all “apollumi”, or “lost and perished” as
the lost sheep was. We are separated and alienated from
God. But the lost sheep did not stay that way. The Good
Shepherd does not stop looking until He has found the
last one. Indeed, Jesus was sent by God to seek and to
save the lost:
Luke 19:10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to
save that which was lost.
The Key Word: apollumi, "Lost"*
*We feel the usage of apollumi/apoleia (destroy, perish,
destruction) in the NT conveys various nuances of
destruction – none of them annihilation causing
cessation of existence. These words do not necessarily
include the sense of “extinction". When the Apostle
Paul uses the terms they refer merely to “the situation
of a person or object that has lost the essence of its
nature or function.
To understand Jesus teaching about lostness, we
must understand the Greek verb apollumi, "destroy."
3. To fail to obtain what one expects or anticipates, "lose out on, lose," as in lose one's
reward.
4. To lose something that one already has or be separated from a normal connection,
"lose, be lost," as in to lose one's life.

Thus, John 3:16 might be better translated: “God so
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not be lost but have
eonian life.
This word “lost” describes the deep spiritual need
of Mankind, the need of everyone, everywhere, who has
never been saved. It is our Lord’s description. In Luke
15 the sheep was lost, the silver was lost and the son
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was lost –
Matthew 18:11 For the Son of man is come to save that
which was lost.

Strong's Concordance #622
apollumi: to destroy, destroy utterly
Original Word: ἀπόλλυμι
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: apollumi
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-ol'-loo-mee)
Definition: to destroy, destroy utterly
Usage: (a) I kill, destroy, (b) I lose, mid: I am perishing (the resultant death being viewed as
certain).
HELPS Word-studies
622 apóllymi (from 575 /apó, "away from," which intensifies ollymi, "to destroy") – properly,
fully destroy, cutting off entirely (note the force of the prefix, 575 /apó).
622 /apóllymi ("violently/completely perish") implies permanent (absolute) destruction, i.e. to
cancel out (remove); "to die, with the implication of ruin and destruction" (L & N, 1, 23.106);
cause to be lost (utterly perish) by experiencing a miserable end.
[This is also the meaning of 622 /apóllymi dating back to Homer (900 bc.]

To be lost is to be perishing.
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.
under condemnation
John 3:18 He that believeth on him is not condemned:
but he that believeth not is condemned already, because
he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten
Son of God.
John 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath
everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son
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shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.
spiritually dead
Ephesians 2:1 And you [hath he quickened], who were
dead in trespasses and sins;
and bound for a Christ-less eternity
Matthew 13:49 So shall it be at the end of the world:
the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from
among the just,
Matthew 13:50 And shall cast them into the furnace of
fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.
How great and how urgent is the need of every lost one.
John 3:16 is the most quoted verse in the Bible.
John did not write: "Whoever believes in Him shall not
have everlasting life in torment." Remember, the wicked
will not have immortality at all. Immortality is
reserved only through the gospel (2 Timothy 1:10). The
way most churches interpret John 3:16, they replace the
very clear word "perish" with something that means
nearly the opposite - "never perish." There is a clear
word for "torment" in the Greek - so why did John not
use it? Because he was not teaching it at all. In John
3:16, the word "perish" in the Greek is "apollumi." It
is correctly translated many other times as "destroy"
throughout the New Testament. When something is
"destroyed" it means something that no longer functions
at all. That is the common usage of "apollumi" as
"destroy" in the New Covenant writings.
John 3:16 Is not A typical Use of the Word Perish
"John 3:16 is a beloved verse. Even many people who
haven’t been to church in decades know it by heart. Its
message is marvelous. However, John 3:16 actually misleads people about the meaning of perish (apollumi) in
the NT, since many assume that the meaning of apollumi
in John 3:16 is the meaning, or the primary meaning, it
has in the entire NT. It is true that the word perish
in John 3:16 means to be eternally condemned. This is
clear both in v 16, where it is contrasted with having
eternal life, and in vv 17 and 18, where it is
identified as being condemned. However, it is a major
error to assume that because a word is used one way in
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one place in the NT that it always or typically carries
that meaning. There are, admittedly, a few words that
always carry the same meaning throughout the NT. We say
that these words have technical meanings. That is,
every time they mean exactly the same thing. There are
very few such words and perish (apollumi) is not one of
those rare words. In fact, the meaning that apollumi
has in John 3:16 is actually quite rare. Apollumi in
the NT most often refers to physical death or to
temporal destruction or loss."
"33 of the 92 uses of apollumi in the NT refer to
physical death, making it the single most common
meaning. We can easily see that this word often refers
to physical death by looking at some of the passages in
which it occurs."
https://faithalone.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Autumn-2010-Wilkin.pdf

When Jesus states in Matthew 10:28 that the soul
(self**) will be destroyed (not preserved), He is
telling us that the lost soul will no longer function.
It will not be conscious. John 3:16 and
Matthew 10:28 are in perfect harmony when you
understand the truth of Conditional Immortality. John
didn't write "...whoever believes in Him shall not have
everlasting life in torment, but rather have
everlasting life in God's presence."
Some will claim that apollumi means to “to make
void” (the wisdom of the wise, 1 Cor 1:19), “to lose”
(one’s reward, Mt 10:42), “to be lost” (referring to
the lost sheep of Israel, Mt 10:6).:
1. to fail to obtain what one expects or anticipates,
lose out on, lose”; or
2. to lose something. that one already has or be
separated from a normal connection, lose, be lost.”
The Old Testament notes there are many that refer
to "physical destruction, not eternal destruction" (i.e.
"devoted to destruction," or "curse;" Deut 2:34; 3:6;
Judg 21:11; cf. Gal 1:8-9) But simply the context of
the verse is speaking of only "physical destruction,"
which carries with it the idea of stopping, scattering,
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putting to flight, and up to and including physical
death, etc.
Apollumi has been assigned a wide range of meanings,
extending from losing (such as the woman losing one of
her ten coins, Luke 15:8) to death (such as dying by
the sword, Matt 26:52). The Greek apollumi, ἀπόλλυμι has
several meanings depending on the context.
In the context of the unrepentant sinner however,
we feel that Apollumi can only mean the complete
consumption of that individual. If the worst a sinner
could expect was the first physical death, not the
second death from which there is no hope of
resurrection, then Jesus wouldn't have had to sacrifice
Himself, shedding His blood to pay for sin.

2d) Jesus came to save sinners
1Timothy 1:15 This [is] a faithful saying, and worthy
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.
The term "saved" has evolved in Christianity to
mean something different than it did to the original
readers and hearers of Scripture. The Greek words,
"sozo" and "soteria" embrace the broad meaning of being
rescued, delivered, healed and saved from danger.

2d1.5) Hell Contradicts The Work of the
MessiahA Popular myth: Jesus came to save the sinner
from hisdestination of everlasting Hell.
This is not true. Hell was never a place that the
Jews were hoping to be saved from, because they didn't
even believe in it! But they did need to be saved from
their sins and consequences of them; namely death.
Jesus came that through Him might come the salvation,
deliverance of sin, peace, kingdom of God and all that
God had promised through the Old Testament scriptures.
Appropriately in theology, 'the redemption of man
from the bondage of sin and liability to eternal death,
and the conferring on him everlasting happiness. This
is the great salvation.' These words were applied in a
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variety of ways throughout the New Testament.
God saved you to do righteous things. Reason: So
you should live unto righteous.
** fear not them which kill the body, but are not able
to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to
destroy both soul and body in hell. (KJV)
Greek :
Matthew 10:28 καὶ μὴ φοβηθῆτε ἀπὸ τῶν ἀποκτεινόντων τὸ
σῶμα τὴν δὲ ψυχὴν μὴ δυναμένων ἀποκτεῖναι: φοβεῖσθε δὲ
μᾶλλον τὸν δυνάμενον καὶ ψυχὴν καὶ σῶμα ἀπολέσαι ἐν
γεέννῃ.
geene (Gehenna)
 as "Self, Person - Self is the
person with Soul, whereas the Soul is the life part - the awareness/consciousness in the person. .
Soul is regarded as an immaterial aspect within the body of the human. A person’s soul is
relatively equivalent to their self-consciousness. It is the centre that controls emotion, willpower,
reason, thought, desires and personality. It is the psychological component of what effectively
makes up ‘you’.

Literal Verse:

"And you don't want to be terrified by the ones destroying the body: the self, however, not
having power themselves to destroy. Be frighted, however, more by the one having the power
not only a self but also a body to destroy in Gehenna."

2e) A Biblical Examination of the word Perish
The first of the minor Greek sources of 'perish' is
really an expression 'eiēn eis apoleia' which is
literally 'might go into ruin or loss. The word for
ruin and loss is also rendered perdition (8),
destruction(5) and waste(2). The phrase was used by
Peter to describe his preferred fate of the money he
had been offered to purchase the gift of God (Acts
8:20).
Acts 8:20 But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish
with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of
God may be purchased with money.
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◄ 684. apóleia ►
Strong's Concordance
apótheó: to thrust away
Original Word: ἀπωθέω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration:
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-o-theh'-om-ahee)
Definition: to thrust away
Usage: I push (thrust) away, repulse, reject, refuse

Apṓ
leia; gen. apōleías, fem. noun from apóllumi
(G622). Used transitionally, the losing or loss
(Mat_26:8), intransitionally, perdition, ruin. In the
NT, apṓ
leia refers to the state after death wherein
exclusion from salvation is a realized fact, wherein
man, instead of becoming what he might have been, is
lost and ruined. Destruction, either temporal
(Act_25:16, death; Deu_4:26; Est_7:4; Pro_6:15;
Isa_34:5), or the second death which is eternal
exclusion from Christ’s kingdom, equivalent to
apothnḗ
skō (G599), to die (Mat_7:13; Act_8:20;
Rom_9:22; Php_1:28; Php_3:19; 1Ti_6:9; Heb_10:39;
2Pe_2:1, 2Pe_2:3; 2Pe_3:7, 2Pe_3:16; Rev_17:8,
Rev_17:11). In other words, apótheó or apóllumi's
meaning can range from total destruction to ruin or
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loss depending on the context of the verse in which it
is used. This also holds true for the word 'perish'.
The first time we encounter 'perish' in the Bible
is in Gen 41:36 where Joseph states that food should be
stored for seven years so that the land should not
perish through famine. The word perish is a rendered of
kârath (H3772). The word literally means to cut down
or asunder. It is rendered 'cut' on 175 occasions and
'make' 81.

◄ 3772. karath ►
Strong's Concordance
karath: to cut off, cut down
Original Word: ָכּ ַרת
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: karath
Phonetic Spelling: (kaw-rath')
Definition: to cut off, cut down

The second occurrence of 'perish' is in Exo 19:21
when it is a rendering of nâphal (H5307). The Lord is
instructing Moses not to allow the people to gaze lest
they perish. The word literally means to fall which is
how it is rendered 355 times. It is also translated
'cast' (24), down(9), divide(4), failed(4) and others.
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◄ 5307. naphal ►
Strong's Concordance
naphal: to fall, lie
Original Word: ָנ ַפל
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: naphal
Phonetic Spelling: (naw-fal')
Definition: to fall, lie

The third 'perish' is in Exo 21:26 where it
describes the condition of a slave that has had an eye
perish through being struck. The word perish here is
shâchath H7843; which means to decay or ruin. It is
rendered destroy(95), corrupt(22) or mar(6).

◄ 7843. shachath ►
Strong's Concordance
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shachath: perhaps to go to ruin
Original Word: ָשׁ ַחת
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration:
shachathPhonetic
Spelling: (shaw-khath')
Definition: perhaps to
go to ruin

The next of the more minor definitions of perish
occurs in 1Sa 26:10, 27:1; it is used by David to
describe a possible fate of someone in battle. The word
rendered perish is sap
̂ hâh (H5595) but it is used in
contrast to death. The word literally means 'to scrape'
or to 'snatch away'; thus David is probably viewing
this person as being captured by the enemy. It is
otherwise rendered: consume(5), destroy(5), add(3).

◄ 5595. saphah ►
Strong's Concordance
saphah: to sweep or snatch away, catch up
Original Word: ָס ָפה
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: saphah
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Phonetic Spelling: (saw-faw')
Definition: to sweep or snatch away, catch up

Another word rendered 'perish' is ‛âbar (H5674)
which really means to transition between two things. It
is generally rendered: over(177), pass(154),
passed(117), go(52) and others. However in Job 36:12 it
is used to describe the fate of the wicked by the sword.
Thus it is describing that transition between life and
death.

◄ 5674. abar ►
Strong's Concordance
abar: alienate
Original Word: ָע ַבר
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: abar
Phonetic Spelling: (aw-bar')
Definition: to pass over, through, or by, pass on

The last of the Hebrew words that have a minor
'perish' rendering is dâmâh (H1820) which occurs in
Psa 49:12,20. On other occasions it is part of the
expression 'beasts that perish'. Strong's suggest that
dâmâh really means to be dumb or silent; in which
case that would strike me as a perfectly reasonable
translation here: 'beasts that are dumb'. Brown, Driver
& Briggs rather suggests the word means to cause to
cease or to cut off: which would support 'perish' as a
translation. The word is otherwise rendered: cut(5),
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brought(2), silence(2) and others once.

◄ 1820. damah ►
Strong's Concordance
damah: to cease, cause to cease, cut off, destroy
Original Word: ָדּ ָמה
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: damah
Phonetic Spelling: (daw-mam')
Definition: to cease, cause to cease, cut off, destroy

Paul offers the next Greek word rendered 'perish';
this time in Acts 13:41. Here he is describing his
preferred fate of those that refuse to believe the
Gospel. This time the word is aphanizō (G853) and
means to 'render unapparent' or 'disappear'. The word
is rendered as corrupt(2), disfigure(1), perish(1) and
vanisheth(1).
Acts 13:41 Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and
perish: for I work a work in your days, a work which ye
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shall in no wise believe, though a man declare it unto
you.
The next word for perish is diaphtheirō (G1311)
which means to 'rot thoroughly' or to completely decay.
It is used to describe the condition of the outward man
in 2Co 4:16. It is also rendered as destroy on three
occasions and corrupt twice.
2Corinthians 4:16 For which cause we faint not; but
though our outward man perish, yet the inward [man] is
renewed day by day.
<http://www.dabhand.org/Word%20Studies/perish.htm>
3a) "Scripture certainly teaches that the wicked are
punished 'eternally' (eonian), but not that the wicked
endure eternal (eonian) punishing. One would have to
be conscious to experience 'punishing' . The wicked
suffer “eonian punishment” (Mt 25:46), Don’t be
confused by blatant mistranslations of the Greek word
“eonian” in Matthew 25:41, 46, that you’ll see in some
English Bibles. The Greek does not say “eternal fire”
and “eternal punishment”. The Concordant Version
translates these accurately as “eonian fire” and
“chastening eonian”. Young’s Literal Translation
translates them fairly accurately as an “age-during”
fire and “punishment age-during”. This fire in Gehenna
in Jerusalem will burn during the Millennium as well as
the New Jerusalem age (Revelation 21-22).
This is why Jesus refers to it as “the eonian fire
(fire that has to do with an age or ages), made ready
for the Adversary and his messengers” (Matthew 25:41
Concordant Version). (Satan and his angels – the Greek
word usually translated “angels” is messengers, and the
word “Satan” means “adversary”.) As we explained, the
lake of fire (Rev. 20:14-15) will be the same fire in
Gehenna in Jerusalem that will burn during the m
Millennium. Gehenna is a valley and will be a natural
place for a “lake” of fire. (And don’t forget the clear
contrast between what will happen to human beings
thrown in the lake of fire – they will die for the
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second time, their “second death” – and what will
happen to the false prophet, antichrist, Satan, and his
angels when thrown there – they will be thrown their
“alive” as non-human or not fully human beings.) And
don’t be confused by the fact that at the end of His
description of this sheep/goats event, Jesus contrasts
“the righteous” who will get “eonian life” with “the
goats” who will get “eonian chastening”. The passage
makes it clear that these “sheep” people are only
“righteous” in the sense that they treated Christians
(Jesus’ “brethren”) well. They are “righteous” when
compared to the goats, and in a limited sense as
defined by the passage itself. And “eonian life” simply
means “life that has to do with an age or ages”. These
“sheep” will get to continue living for a while in the
next age (before they die a natural death), so it is
perfectly accurate to say that they will get “eonian
life”. It is also perfectly accurate to say that
raptured Christians will get “eonian life”; but of
course we will be in immortal bodies and thus will get
to enjoy the entire 1,000 years (as well as the entire
New Jerusalem age). The goats’ “eonian chastening” is
that they will be dead during the entire Millennium,
and wake up at the White Throne Judgment, at which
point they will realize they missed out on an awesome
time in Jesus’ Kingdom, which will be a chastening
lesson for them and will form an integral part of Jesus
judging them at the White Throne (Is. 45:23-24, Rom.
14:10-11). If we try to force this sheep/goats event as
if it refers to a separation of Christians from nonChristians, we run into problems. The details of this
event do not match up with the Rapture at all. So don’t
be confused by “the sheep” (it’s not Jesus’ sheep, it’s
just people that are gentle and mild compared to
stubborn “goats”), “the Kingdom” (it’s not going to
heaven, it’s Jesus’ reign on Earth), “the righteous”
(it’s not people who are righteous like Christians are,
it’s just people who are righteous compared to the
goats and in a limited sense defined by the passage, in
that they treated Jesus’ “brethren” well), or “eonian”
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(it’s not eternal, it’s “having something to do with an
age or ages”).
It makes perfect sense for Jesus to use how a
person treated Godly people as the simple determining
factor in whether a person is designated a "sheep" or a
"goat". A generally decent person with decent motives
(even if they are a sinner like all of us - e.g. the
many unbelievers who help the poor in Africa) will not
have any problem with true Christians, their moral
values, etc., and will almost feel a kindred spirit
with us even if they don't share our religious beliefs.
On the other hand, people who live selfish, corrupt,
exploitative, manipulative lives do not like Christians.
Our very existence, our very presence, what we stand
for, etc. convicts them, bothers their conscience,
annoys them, etc. So Jesus will be operating in simple
common sense when He uses a person’s treatment of His
“brethren” as the main determining factor in whether
that person will be designated a "sheep" who gets to
continue living, or a "goat" who gets capital
punishment at the beginning of His earthly reign. In
conclusion, we see that modern Christians often get
confused about the sheep/goats and “Depart from Me!”
Scriptures, and experience a vague fear or dread when
reading them, because they have the vague idea in their
heads that those passages have to do with separating
Christians from non-Christians. They are confused
because they do not take even one split second to think
about the timing of when these events will take place,
or the fact that the Rapture cannot possibly be the
same event spoken of in the sheep/goats/depart-from-Me
Scriptures. If they were to think about the timing and
details of when Jesus comes into His Kingdom (when He
begins to forcibly rule over the Earth, Revelation
19:11-20:6), and then compare it to the timing and
details of the Rapture (earlier, before the very end of
this age), they would realize that
a) the Rapture will occur before the
sheep/goats/depart-from-Me event happens, and
b) the sheep/goats/depart-from-Me event is not about
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separating Christians from non-Christians and has
nothing to do with Christians at all, but will only
involve those who missed the Rapture and lived through
the end of this age into Jesus’ reign. Always remember
that both fire events in Scripture (the Gehenna fire in
Jerusalem at the beginning of the Millennium, and the
lake of fire after the White Throne Judgment) will
occur after the Rapture. These fire events have nothing
to do with Christians. Also remember that these fire
events have nothing to do with hell or conscious death.
They will be physical fires where the corpses of dead
people are thrown. When Jesus warned the Israelites
about fire, He was referring to the Gehenna fire in
Jerusalem at the beginning of His earthly reign. This
is proven by the fact that He quoted Isaiah 66:23-24 (a
prophecy about physical events on Earth) when giving
one of His fire warnings. There is no reason to bring
hell or conscious death to mind when reading Jesus’
fire warnings to the Israelites; that would require
creative invention and artificial addition of ideas
from outside of Scripture. Also remember the reason
Jesus warned the Israelites about the Gehenna fire at
the beginning of His earthly reign, even though His
reign has still not begun over 2,000 years later, was
because He was giving them a chance to see it begin in
their lifetime. At that time it was a perfectly
appropriate warning to give them."
Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal
(eonian).
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The “fire” eonian spoken of in Matthew 25 is a figure
of the chastening of the unjust nations during the
coming eon, even as it is written in the prophets. On
the other hand, the “lake of fire” in Revelation 20,
which is the “second death,” must be a literal fire,
for it is the means which brings the second death to
the rest of Mankind, following the day of judging,
after the thousand years. Nations cannot be chastened
in literal fire. In Matthew 25, the chastening of
nations in “fire” should alert us to an obvious
figurative usage. Indeed, even individual persons could
never be put into a literal fire for even a few seconds
without destroying their bodies, thus making chastening
impossible, since death would possibly ensue nearly
immediately.
Now, regarding the punishment for sin, does the
Bible teach that God will show some degree of mercy
towards the unsaved at Judgment Day so that there will
not be perpetual suffering?
We read in two verses that God has no pleasure in
the death of the unsaved:
Ezekiel 18:32 For I have no pleasure in the death of
him that dieth, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore turn
yourselves, and live ye.
Ezekiel 33:11
Say unto them, As I live, saith the
Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked;
but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye,
turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O
house of Israel?
Ezekiel 18:32 & 33:11 do not talk about theduration
or nature of the punishment of the unsaved in anyway.
They teach an important principle that God doesnot take
pleasure in punishing the unsaved, but they do not limit
the duration of that punishment in any way.
We can understand how God must obey the law of God if
we consider a faithful human judge that must pronounce
the sentence upon the criminal even though he may do it
with weeping.
We have to remember that God is subject to the law
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of God just like man is subject to it. Whatever the law
of God specifies, God must follow that. God is subject
to the law of God. Whatever punishment the Bible
specifies for the unsaved, God must carry that out.
However, God does not have any pleasure in punishing
Mankind.
Luke 19:41 And when he was come near, he beheld the
city, and wept over it,
We have to be careful not to read something into a
verse that is not there. Luke 19:41 provides no limit
to the duration of the punishment of the unsaved. It does
indicate
that
God
takes
no
pleasure
in
that
punishment.
We must consider another important truth the Bible
teaches:
3a1.5) There will be punishment for the unsaved
Thankfully, Christ has borne an infinite amount of
suffering for his elect upon the Cross of Calvary. The
price of their infinite sins have been paid in full.
However, what about the unsaved, or reprobate?
The lost clearly need to be saved from their sins.
Matthew 1:21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou
shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people
from their sins.
Immortality is conditional. It is only for the
saved (2 Timothy 1:10). However, the punishment of the
sinner is not preservation in torment,
but eschatological death. It is Capital Punishment of
body and self (soul) on Resurrection Day from the
judicial hand of God. It is loss of life forever; it is
eternal death beginning on Judgment Day. It is rather
interesting that most believe "death" is the worst
punishment you can face on this earth in a court of law,
yet do not believe this about Judgment Day in God's
court. Supporters of eternal torture hold such a low
view of life, that death (even in a state of eternal
ruin) is not a punishment for them. Yet this is exactly
what the wages of sin are (Romans 6:23).
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
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gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
For God, death is the worst judgment of all,
because He holds life as precious!
Mark 12:27 He is not the God of the dead, but the God
of the living: ye therefore do greatly err.
Adherents of eternal torment do not believe life is
precious enough to believe that removal of it is a
punishment!
How unbiblical the concept of the immortality of
the unsaved soul is. Respected Messianic Rabbi, Loren
Jacobs also correctly states:
"The human soul is not immortal. The Torah teaches us
that in the beginning man was banished from the Garden
of Eden and forbidden to eat from the Tree of Life, so
that he would not live forever, so that he would not be
immortal. Mankind is headed toward death the first
death, followed by the Second Death. He is not, by
nature, immortal. In 1 Timothy 6:15 16, Paul says that
God alone possesses immortality not us. In 1
Corinthians 15:53 the great Rabbi teaches that the
redeemed will not become immortal until the time of
their resurrection. 'For this perishable must put on
the imperishable, and this mortal must put on
immortality.' In other words, immortality is a gift of
God which He gives in His grace to the redeemed at the
time of their resurrection. In 2 Timothy 1:10, Paul
states that because of the appearing of our Savior,
Messiah Yeshua, He has abolished death and brought life
and immortality to light through the Gospel. It is
Yeshua who brings immortality to those who receive the
Message of Salvation that He alone offers. There is no
need to believe that most human beings will suffer
eternally in hell if the human soul is not
intrinsically immortal and it isn't."
- What I Believe and What I Reject – Rabbi Loren
https://www.shema.com/about/what-we-believe/
Immortality is reserved only for those who put
their faith in Jesus . All the rest are destroyed
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(ruined - not preserved), (Matthew 10:28) after a
period of time. They will suffer no more and no less
than their sins deserve-then will be destroyed forever
just as the Messiah foretold. And before you may
falsely conclude that those who hold to Conditional
Immortality believe the lost do not suffer at all for
their sins, it is very obvious that they do.
"And that servant, which knew his lord's will, and
prepared not himself, neither did according to his will,
shall be beaten with many stripes. But he that knew not,
and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be
beaten with few stripes." (Luke 12: 47-48)
The future they face on Judgment Day is
1) suffering in proportion for their sins then
2) destruction (ruination, as we defined it). Yet all
the lost will not receive same amount of suffering for
their sins before they are destroyed. God will see that
they receive the exact amount of "stripes" they deserve.
Some (like a war criminal) will receive very many
"stripes." Others will receive "few" as Jesus
says. After they have received their appropriate
"stripes," then they will "perish" as John 3:16 states.
("perish" or "apollumi" in Greek: be ruined).
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish*, but have everlasting life.

Strong's Concordance #622
apollumi: to destroy, destroy utterly
Original Word: ἀπόλλυμι
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: apollumi
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Phonetic Spelling: (ap-ol'-loo-mee)
Definition: to destroy, destroy utterly
Usage: (a) I kill, destroy, (b) I lose, mid: I am
perishing* (the resultant death being viewed as
certain).
N. T. Use of the Word Apollumi (Perish, Destroy)
A consideration of the words used in the Greek New
Testament.
We now would direct the reader to the New Testament,
and the examination of the words used therein in the
teaching, warning, or demonstration of the wages of sin.
Apollumi.- This word is translated in the A.V. as
follows: "Destroy," 23 times; "lose," 21 times; "be
destroyed," 3 times; "be lost," 10 times; "be marred,"
once; "die," once; and "perish," 33 times.
In examining "the words which the Holy Ghost
teacheth" we must ever remember that the literal sense
of the words is sufficient to establish a fact or raise
a presumption unless disproved or rebutted - their true
sense. It is this literal sense which is the common,
ordinary, fundamental basis of all language, and
accurate communication of thought. "Labour not for the
meat which perisheth but for that meat which endureth
to age-abiding life" (John 6:27). "They shall perish,
but Thou remainest" (Heb. 1:11). None can fail to see
that the word perish in these passages is the opposite
of enduring or remaining. By what system of
contrarieties do men seek to explain the Bible when the
object of perishing is the sinner? Why should perishing
in this special case mean remaining or enduring in
conscious suffering? Dean Alford is responsible for the
following statement:
"A canon of interpretation which should be
constantly borne in mind is that a figurative sense of
words is never admissible except when required by the
context."
To this all will agree who believe that God's Word
is His revelation, and to this we seek to adhere. When
we read in Heb. 11:31,
Hebrews 11:31 By faith the harlot Rahab perished not
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with them that believed not, when she had received the
spies with peace.
we do not understand the word "perished" to signify
living in agony or remorse, but that Rahab was saved
from the fate which awaited the inhabitants of the city
of Jericho. Let God be true, though it makes every man
a liar. Let Scripture tell us what "perishing" in Heb.
11:31 means:
Joshua 6:21 And they utterly destroyed all that [was]
in the city, both man and woman, young and old, and ox,
and sheep, and ass, with the edge of the sword.
Here Inspired comment is absolutely opposite to the
orthodox teaching concerning this word "perish."
In Luke 6:9 the Lord Jesus, speaking with reference
to healing on the Sabbath Day, says,
Luke 6:9 Then said Jesus unto them, I will ask you one
thing; Is it lawful on the sabbath days to do good, or
to do evil? to save life, or to destroy [it]?
Here the word "destroy" (apollumi) is used in its
simple primary meaning, and is contrasted with "save."
A reference to Matt. 12:14 will show, further, that the
Lord used as an illustration the case of saving the
life of an animal.
Matthew 12:14 Then the Pharisees went out, and held a
council against him, how they might destroy him.
In Luke 17:27
Luke 17:27 They did eat, they drank, they married
wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that
Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came, and
destroyed them all.
the same word is used of the flood which "destroyed
them all," and in verse 29 of the effect of the fire
and brimstone which fell upon Sodom and "destroyed them
all." When we read Luke 9:56,
Luke 9:56 For the Son of man is not come to destroy
men's lives, but to save [them]. And they went to
another village.
why should we distort the meaning of the word? Why not
believe that the Lord used a fit and proper word,
indeed the most suitable word which the language
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provided?
It is the same word translated "perish" that occurs
in that oft-quoted passage John 3:16,
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.
Here the subject is lifted to the highest level. Here
is no ambiguous phraseology, neither figure, nor
parable, but plain gospel spoken in solemn earnestness
by the Lord Jesus Himself. He says that there are two
alternatives before men, the one - life everlasting,
the other - perishing, utter destruction, ruin (Heb.
1:11, Josh. 6.) and from this doom He came to save
those who believed in Him. Hence we read in Luke 19:10,
Luke 19:10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to
save that which was lost (apollumi).
Man by nature was on the road which leadeth to
destruction. The primary meaning "perish," or
"destroy," becomes changed in the transition of
language to the derived and secondary meaning "lost."
Thus we read of the "lost" sheep, and the "lost" son in
the parables of Luke 15 and in the "lost" sheep of the
house of Israel in Matt. 10. The fragments left over
after the miraculous feeding of the five thousand were
gathered so that nothing should be "lost" (John 6:12)
John 6:12 When they were filled, he said unto his
disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, that
nothing be lost.
we read of a "lost" sheep, which could not mean a
"destroyed" sheep, that therefore the plain, primary
meaning of the word must be ignored and the secondary
derived meaning be understood in such clear, solemn
passages as John 3:16, etc.
Notice the way in which the Lord uses the word in
Matt. 10:28.
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell
(Gehenna)."
Here we have an argument which proceeds from the
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lesser to the greater. Man can only kill the body. God
can destroy body and soul. Man may kill, but he cannot
prevent resurrection: The murdered man will as surely
rise in the resurrection as the one who dies of
naturalcauses. It is different, however, with God. He
can castmen into the lake of fire, which is the second
death, from which there is no resurrection. Those who
are thuscast in are destroyed body and soul, as being
no more fit to live.
The parallel passage to this, Luke 12:4, 5, shows
that to "cast into Gehenna" is to be taken as
synonymous with "to destroy," or "to perish."
Luke 12:4 And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid
of them that kill the body, and after that have no more
that they can do.
Luke 12:5 But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear:
Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power to cast
into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him.
This is further evidenced by Matt. 5:29,
Matthew 5:29 And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it
out, and cast [it] from thee: for it is profitable for
thee that one of thy members should perish, and not
[that] thy whole body should be cast into hell
(Gehenna).
Here the plain meaning is that it is better that a
limb should perish than that the whole body should
perish. There is no thought of agony and torment, for
the Lord would have used the word in Matt. 10:28, "Fear
Him who is able to torment both body and soul in hell,"
had He meant to convey such teaching.
The fact that men are "perishing" and need
salvation is emphasized again and again. We have
noticed the word in John 3:16. In 1 Cor. 1:18 we read,
1Corinthians 1:18 For the preaching of the cross is to
them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are
saved it is the power of God.
It is the same word (translated "lost" in A.V.) in 2
Cor. 4:3,
2Corinthians 4:3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid
to them that are lost.
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Yet again in 1 Cor. 15:18 we read,
1Corinthians 15:18 Then they also which are fallen
asleep in Christ are perished.
What does this mean? Does it mean that believers,
apart from the resurrection of Christ, are at this
moment suffering the agonies of hell fire? Certainly
not. It means exactly what it says. Without
resurrection the believer, like the unbeliever, will
have perished, will have passed out of being, will have
been destroyed. The idea of a conscious intermediate
state, with departments in some mythological Hades, is
foreign to the Scriptures and antagonistic to this
passage. Death ends life, and apart from resurrection
death means utter destruction. Praise be to God for
this blessed hope. Resurrection, which is everywhere
the one theme of hope in the Scriptures, is set aside
by orthodoxy, and death instead is eulogized as the
gate to life.
We have yet further evidence as to the meaning of
this word apollumi by considering the inspired
interpretation of the word Apollyon (G623 below) (Rev.
9:11),
Revelation 9:11 And they had a king over them, [which
is] the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the
Hebrew tongue [is] Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue
hath [his] name Apollyon.

which is a derivative of apollumi. The passage gives
us the Hebrew equivalent of apollumi, it is the word
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Abaddon, from abad. The unmistakable meaning of abad is
to destroy, and thus we are given, to confirm our faith,
the Divine warrant that the word under consideration
means to "destroy." In the context of Rev. 9:11 the
locusts, whose king is Apollyon, are definitely
withheld from destroying or killing (their normal work),
and are only permitted to torment men for five months,
after which other horsemen receive power to kill those
who had not the seal of God in their foreheads. Before
considering the next word, we would like to quote the
primary meaning of apollumi as given by Liddell and
Scott:
"Apollumi. To destroy utterly, to kill, slay: of things,
to demolish, to lay waste, to lose utterly."
Apoleia. - This word is a noun derived from the word
apollumi, and means destruction. It is rendered by the
A.V. as follows: "damnation," once; "damnable," once;
"destruction," 5 times; "to die," once; "perdition," 8
times; "pernicious ways," once; and with eimi eis and
accusative, "perish," once; "waste," twice. The words
"damnation " and "damnable" both occur in 2 Peter 2:1,
3, "damnable heresies," and "their damnation." The same
word is rendered "pernicious ways" in verse 2, and
"destruction" in verse 1: Here the one word apoleia is
rendered by four words in those verses. The R.V.
renders the word "destruction," and destruction
consistently (the word "pernicious" in verse 2 is not
apoleia in the best Greek MSS. and is rendered
"lascivious doings" in R.V.). In Pet. 3:7 the word
occurs again, translated "perdition," and finally in
verse 16 it is translated "destruction," which passage
the R.V. renders as "destruction".
Once again we shall find that this word, like
apollumi, is contrasted with life,
"Broad is the way that leadeth to destruction ....
narrow is the way that leadeth unto life" (Matt. 7:13,
14).
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Matthew 7:13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide
[is] the gate, and broad [is] the way, that leadeth to
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:

Matthew 7:14 Because strait [is] the gate, and narrow
[is] the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be
that find it.
The context immediately continues, "Beware of false
prophets," which connects this passage with its
inspired exposition in 2 Pet. 2:3.
2Peter 2:3 And through covetousness shall they with
feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment
now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation
slumbereth not.
In John 17:12 we have a solemn passage wherein the
Lord uses both apollumi and apoleia.
John 17:12 While I was with them in the world, I kept
them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept,
and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition;
that the scripture might be fulfilled.
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This is also the title of antichrist in 2 Thess. 2:3.
2Thessalonians 2:3 Let no man deceive you by any means:
for [that day shall not come], except there come a
falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed,
the son of perdition;
Again the word occurs in Acts 8:20,
Acts 8:20 But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish
with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of
God may be purchased with money.
In Rom. 9:22 we read of "vessels of wrath fitted to
destruction."
Romans 9:22 [What] if God, willing to shew [his] wrath,
and to make his power known, endured with much
longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to
destruction:
The apostle uses the word twice in Philippians, "token
of perdition"
Philippians 1:28 And in nothing terrified by your
adversaries: which is to them an evident token of
631

perdition, but to you of salvation, and that of God.
and "whose end is destruction"
Philippians 3:19 Whose end [is] destruction, whose God
[is their] belly, and [whose] glory [is] in their shame,
who mind earthly things.)
In I Tim. 6:9,
1Timothy 6:9 But they that will be rich fall into
temptation and a snare, and [into] many foolish and
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and
perdition.

we have a collection of words, of which the Greek
language does not possess any stronger, to express
literal death. Hurtful lusts which drown men in
destruction (apoleia) and ruin (oltheron). Does it not
appear unreasonable to say that men will perish or be
destroyed if they are, in fact, to be kept alive in
suffering and that they are to be miraculously
preserved from perishing or from being destroyed?
There is one more point which we must bring forward.
The subject of the soul, its nature and immortality, is
discussed at great length by Plato in the Phaedon*, a
dialogue on Immortality, and therein is discussed the
question of the literal destruction and extinction of
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the soul.
*This topic will be discussed more fully in the Appendix of this
document.

Plato wrote in Greek, his native tongue, and the
Phaedon became the great classic treatise on the
subject of Immortality, read, studied and debated
throughout the Greek-speaking world during the four
hundred years between its writing and the ministry of
Christ. Plato's words practically stereotyped the
philosophical phraseology of the time. The purpose of
the dialogue is to show that in death the soul does not
become extinct, that it cannot die, perish, or be
destroyed. Modern orthodoxy, therefore, is found ranged
with Plato against the Word of God. These words of
Plato were known and of fixed meaning in the days of
Christ and the apostles. Christ came to reveal the
truth. Shall we say that, knowing as He did the meaning
of the words used on the subject of the soul, He
willfully, and without explanation, took those very
words concerning the very same subject, and used them
in an altogether contradictory sense. The idea is
impossible. With reference to the philosophic usage of
apollumi, we give the following extract from the
Phaedon: To those who knew these words, who taught them, and
argued about them, was sent a "teacher from God," and
standing in their midst He reiterated the fact that
Plato was wrong, that the soul could be destroyed, that
it would perish. What would any of that day have
thought of the suggestion to make such words convey the
sense of endless misery, so diametrically opposed to
their meaning? Would he not have been justified in
replying in the language of a well-known public school
head master:
We believe sufficient has been shown to establish
the fact that, in the usage and meaning of apollumi and
apoleia, destruction, utter and real, is the true
meaning, and that this is the wages of sin."
<https://truthaccordingtoscripture.com/documents/death/perish.php#_parent>

The wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23,
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Revelation 2:11), not eternal existence in torment.
Ezekiel states clearly that "the soul (the person, in
the context of this verse) that sinneth, it shall die"
(Ezekiel 18:4), and a plethora of other Bible verses
and passages endorse this position.
Also, in regards to suffering, when we look at what
Messiah Jesus did for us, in suffering for us, His
suffering took place in this world, so it is clear that
His suffering in this world will count as credit for
believers in the next world. However, do not believe
for a moment that those who hold to Conditional
Immortality believe there is no payment for those who
have done evil in this life. There will be. Justice, in
its proper amount, will be served. No more, no less,
for God is Just.
"It would seem strange...if people who are said to
suffer destruction are in fact not destroyed; and...it
is difficult to imagine a perpetually inconclusive
process of perishing."
(J. Stott and D. Edwards, Essentials: A LiberalEvangelical Dialogue, London, Hodder & Stoughton, 1988,
p. 316)
The word destruction is meaningless if there is not
a point where the destruction is complete. In other
words, you can't keep on destroying something for all
eternity. It's a contradiction in terms. Therefore,
Conditional Immortality correctly affirms the biblical
position that the souls of the lost people will all
be destroyed at the end of the age.
Revelation 20:15 And whosoever was not found written
in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
This is what the Scripture calls the "second death."
The first death is temporary. In the first death,
only the body is destroyed in the graveyard. However,
there will be a resurrection one day of all humanity, a
bodily resurrection. The second death will never be
followed by a resurrection. In the second death, the
body and soul are both destroyed (not preserved),
(Matthew 10:28) forever. The fact of the matter is
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this, the body and soul (self) of unbelievers
can and will be destroyed one day. It will be Judgment
Day to be exact. This "Day" is spoken about over and
over again in Scripture. Yes, the process itself
will include suffering, but the end result according to
the Bible is destruction, death, cessation of life and
thought.* Ultimately the lake of fire for unbelievers.
*The biblical definition of death, as is explained in
this document.
Jesus taught that God would not "preserve" (as is
commonly taught) but "destroy"* both soul and body one
day. Even if no other biblical writer ever used the
word "destroy," we would still be forced to accept the
"destructibility" of the unsaved soul even if only
based upon this rock solid statement of the Son of God
in Matthew 10:28.
*K JV Dictionary Definition: destroy
DESTROY, v.t. L. To pile, to build.

1. To demolish; to pull down; to separate the parts of
an edifice, the union of which is necessary to
constitute the thing; as, to destroy a house or temple;
to destroy a fortification.
2. To ruin; to annihilate a thing by demolishing or by
burning; as, to destroy a city.
3. To ruin; to bring to naught; to annihilate*; as, to
destroy a theory or scheme; to destroy a government; to
destroy influence.
4. To lay waste; to make desolate.
Go up against this land, and destroy it. Is. 36.
5. To kill; to slay; to extirpate; applied to men or
other animals.
Ye shall destroy all this people. Num. 32.
All the wicked will he destroy. Ps. 145.
6. To take away; to cause to cease; to put an end to;
as, pain destroys happiness.
That the body of sin might be destroyed. Rom 6.
7. To kill; to eat; to devour; to consume. Birds
destroy insects. Hawks destroy chickens.
*In general, we hold that to 'annihilate' a thing is to
635

change the form in which it exists. An army is
destroyed by slaughter, capture or dispersion; a forest,
by the ax, or by fire; towns, by fire or inundation.
8.In chemistry, to resolve a body into its parts or
elements.

Dictionaries - Baker's Evangelical Dictionary of
Biblical Theology - Destroy, Destruction
Destroy, Destruction
"Destroy" in the Bible usually refers to violent
action causing physical death ( Num 16:33 ;
Psalm 2:12 ; Heb. abad). But less intense
meanings may be denoted. Exodus 10:7 describes
economic ruin (cf. Matt 9:17, ; Gk. apollumi
[ajpovllumi] ). In 1 Samuel 9:3 abad refers to
lost animals (cf. Matt 10:6 ). In the New
Testament katargeo [katargevw] can mean "render
powerless, ineffective" ( Heb 2:14 ).
According to Paul, God endured with patience
vessels of wrath prepared for destruction. He raised
them up and made them mighty for the purpose of
revealing his power and glory ( Rom 9:17-22 ). The word
translated "prepared" often refers to equipping someone
for a task. Thus God merely makes pagan nations who
have already chosen the road to destruction ( Matt
7:13 ) more powerful and hence more capable of
expressing their rebellious tendencies.
Plato was wrong, the soul is not indestructible.
Jesus was right, it is destructible. This is what
is biblically true. Conditionalism correctly teaches
this truth from God's Holy Word
The second death could not mean eternal torment
because it is linked to the first death. The numerical
values "first" and "second" show that they are related
terms and therefore the deaths must be related too. In
the first death, the body stops functioning. In the
second death, the body and soul (self) stop functioning
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forever. They are both destroyed. Jesus says
specifically "both" in Matthew 10:28. Sadly,
traditional theology wrongly states that the soul
cannot be destroyed in clear contradiction to the
Lord's word.
Additionally, Jesus did mention Gehenna (translated
as hell) more than at half a dozen occasions
(Matt. 5:22,29,30, 10:28, 18:9, 23:15,33, Mark 9:43 and
Luke 12:5) and almost all are in the gospel of Matthew.
In His day, Gehenna was the Valley of Hinnom just south
of Jerusalem. The inhabitants of Jerusalem would just
carry their garbage, including dead animals, bones and
other waste, outside the south gate of the city (still
to this day called "the dung gate"), down the hill and
into the "Valley of Hinnom," into GeHinnom (translated
as 'hell' in the New Testament). The waste that was
dumped there was then either burned up in the fires
that usually burned there, or it rotted away, being
eaten by maggots and worms. By the time of Jesus,
the Valley of Hinnom had been used for centuries by the
inhabitants of Jerusalem as their local garbage dump.
Jesus' audience specifically knew
about the valley of Hinnom where the garbage was burned
until it was gone, but they would have known nothing
about a place where people are burned alive forever in
an immortal state.
3a2) Gehenna: OPINIONS OF SCHOLARS
Says Campbell: “The word Gehenna is derived, as all
agree, from the Hebrew words ge hinnom; which in
diverse forms; e.g., Chaldee Gehennom, Arabic Gahannam,
Greek Gehenna. The valley of Hinnom is a part of the
pleasant wadi or valley which bound Jerusalem on the
south (Josh. 15:8; Josh. 18:6). Here, in ancient times,
and under some of the idolatrous kings, the worship of
Moloch, the horrid idol-god of the Ammonites, was
practised. To this idol children were offered in
sacrifice (2 Kings 23:10; Ezek. 23:37,19; 2 Chron. 28:3;
Lev. 28:21; Lev. 30:2). If we may credit the Rabbins,
the head of the idol was like that of an ox; while the
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rest of the body resembled that of a man. It was hollow
within; and, being heated by fire, children were laid
in its arms and were literally roasted alive. We cannot
wonder, then, at the severe terms in which the worship
of Moloch is everywhere denounced in the Scriptures.
Nor can we wonder that the place itself should have
been called Tophet, i.e., abomination, detestation
(from toph, to vomit with loathing).” (Jer. 8:32; 19:6;
2 Kings 23:10; Ezek. 23:36-39)
“Gehenna, originally a Hebrew word, which signifies
the valley of Hinnom, is composed of the common noun,
Gee, valley, and the proper name Hinnom, the owner of
this valley. The valley of the sons of Hinnom was a
delightful vale, planted with trees, watered by
fountains, and lying near Jerusalem, on the southeast,
by the brook Kidron. Here the Jews placed that brazen
image of Moloch, which had the face of a calf, and
extended its hands as those of a man. It is said, on
the authority of the ancient Rabbins, that, to this
image, the idolatrous Jews were wont not only to
sacrifice doves, pigeons, lambs, rams, calves and bulls,
but even to offer their children (1 Kings 9:7; 2 Kings
15:3-4). In the prophecy of Jeremiah (Jer. 7:31) this
valley is called Tophet, from Toph, a drum; because the
administrators in these horrid rites, beat drums lest
the cries and shrieks of the infants who were burned,
should be heard by the assembly. At length, these
nefarious practices were abolished by Josiah, and the
Jews brought back to the pure worship of God (2 Kings
23:10). After this, they held the place in such
abomination, it is said, that they cast into it all
kinds of filth, together with the carcasses of beasts,
and the unburied bodies of criminals who had been
executed. Continual fires were necessary, in order to
consume these, lest the putrefaction should infect the
air; and there were always worms feeding on the
remaining relics. Hence it came, that any severe
punishment, especially a shameful kind of death, was
denominated Gehenna.” (Schleusner)
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As we trace the history of the locality as it
occurs in the Old Testament, we learn that it should
never have been translated by the word Hell. It is a
proper name of a well-known locality, and ought to have
stood Gehenna, as it does in the French Bible, in
Newcome’s and Wakefield’s translation, in the Improved
Version, Emphatic Diaglott, etc. Babylon might have
been translated Hell with as much propriety as Gehenna.
It is fully described in numerous passages in the Old
Testament, and is exactly located on earth."
Joshua 15:8 And the border went up by the valley of the
son of Hinnom unto the south side of the Jebusite; the
same [is] Jerusalem: and the border went up to the top
of the mountain that [lieth] before the valley of
Hinnom westward, which [is] at the end of the valley of
the giants northward:
2Kings 23:10 And he defiled Topheth, which [is] in the
valley of the children of Hinnom, that no man might
make his son or his daughter to pass through the fire
to Molech.
2Chronicles 28:3 Moreover he burnt incense in the
valley of the son of Hinnom, and burnt his children in
the fire, after the abominations of the heathen whom
the LORD had cast out before the children of Israel.
Jeremiah 7:31 And they have built the high places of
Tophet, which [is] in the valley of the son of Hinnom,
to burn their sons and their daughters in the fire;
which I commanded [them] not, neither came it into my
heart.
Jeremiah 7:32 Therefore, behold, the days come, saith
the LORD, that it shall no more be called Tophet, nor
the valley of the son of Hinnom, but the valley of
slaughter: for they shall bury in Tophet, till there be
no place.
Jeremiah 19:2 And go forth unto the valley of the son
of Hinnom, which [is] by the entry of the east gate,
and proclaim there the words that I shall tell thee,
Jeremiah 19:3 And say, Hear ye the word of the LORD, O
kings of Judah, and inhabitants of Jerusalem; Thus
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saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I
will bring evil upon this place, the which whosoever
heareth, his ears shall tingle.
Jeremiah 19:4 Because they have forsaken me, and have
estranged this place, and have burned incense in it
unto other gods, whom neither they nor their fathers
have known, nor the kings of Judah, and have filled
this place with the blood of innocents;
Jeremiah 19:5 They have built also the high places of
Baal, to burn their sons with fire [for] burnt
offerings unto Baal, which I commanded not, nor spake
[it], neither came [it] into my mind:
Jeremiah 19:6 Therefore, behold, the days come, saith
the LORD, that this place shall no more be called
Tophet, nor The valley of the son of Hinnom, but The
valley of slaughter.
These passages show that Gehenna or Tophet was a
locality near Jerusalem, and that to be cast there
literally, was the doom threatened and executed. Every
Bible reference is to this world. But in process of
time Gehenna came to be an emblem of the consequences
of sin, and to be employed figuratively by the Jews to
denote those consequences. But always in this world.
The Jews never used it to mean torment after death,
until long after Christ. That the word had not the
meaning of post-mortem torment when our Saviour used it,
is demonstrable: Josephus was a Pharisee, and wrote at
about the time of Christ, and expressly says that the
Jews at that time (corrupted from the teachings of
Moses) believed in endless punishment, but he never
employs Gehenna to denote the place of punishment. He
uses the word Hades, which the Jews had then obtained
from the heathen, but he never uses Gehenna, as he
would have done, had it possessed that meaning then,
This demonstrates that the word had no such meaning
then. In addition to this neither the Apocrypha, which
was written from 280 to 150 B.C., nor Philo, ever uses
the word. It was first used in the modern sense of Hell
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by Justin Martyr, one hundred and fifty years after
Christ.
Dr. Thayer concludes a most thorough excursus on
the word (“Theology”) thus:
“Our inquiry shows that it is employed in the Old
Testament in its literal or geographical sense only, as
the name of the valley lying on the south of Jerusalem
– that the Septuagint proves it retained this meaning
as late as B.C. 150 – that it is not found at all in
the Apocrypha; neither in Philo, nor in Josephus, whose
writings cover the very times of the Savior and the New
Testament, thus leaving us without a single example of
contemporary usage to determine its meaning at this
period–that from A.D. 150-195, we find in two Greek
authors, Justin and Clement of Alexandria, the first
resident in Italy and the last in Egypt, that Gehenna
began to be used to designate a place of punishment
after death, but not endless punishment, since Clement
was a believer in universal restoration–that the first
time we find Gehenna used in this sense in any Jewish
writing is near the beginning of the third century, in
the Targum of Jonathan Ben Uzziel, two hundred years
too late to be of any service in the argument–and
lastly, that the New Testament usage shows that while
it had not wholly lost its literal sense, it was also
employed in the time of Christ as a symbol of moral
corruption and wickedness; but more especially as a
figure of the terrible judgments of God on the
rebellious and sinful nation of the Jews.”
The Jewish Talmud and Targums use the word in the
sense that the Christian Church has so long used it,
though without attributing endlessness to it, but none
of them are probably older than A.D. 200. The oldest is
the targum (translation) of Johathan Ben Uzziel, which
was written according to the best of authorities
between A.D. 200 and A.D. 400.
“Most of the eminent critics now agree, that it
could not have been completed till sometime between two
and four hundred years after Christ.”
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- Univ. Expos. Vol. 2, p. 368.
At the time of Christ the Old Testament existed in
Hebrew. The Septuagint translation of it was made
between two hundred and four hundred years before his
birth. In both Gehenna is never used as the name of a
place of future punishment. A writer in the
Universalist Expositor remarks, (Vol.2)): “Both the
Apocrypha and the works of Philo, when compared
together, afford circumstantial evidence that the word
cannot have been currently employed, during their age,
to denote a place of future torment. And we cannot
discover in Josephus, that either of these sects, the
Pharisees or the Essenes, both of which believed the
doctrine of endless misery, supposed it to be a state
of fire, or that the Jews ever alluded to it by that
emblem.”
The Apocrypha, B.C.150-500, Philo Judaeus A.D.40,
and Josephus, A.D.70-100, all refer to future
punishment, but none of them use Gehenna to describe it,
which they would have done, being Jews, had the word
been then in use with that meaning. Were it the name of
a place of future torment then, can any one doubt that
it would be found repeatedly in their writings? And
does not the fact that it is never found in their
writings demonstrate that it had no such use then, and
if so, does it not follow that Christ used it in no
such sense?
Canon Farrar says of Gehenna (Preface to “Eternal
Hope”): “In the Old Testament it is merely the pleasant
valley of Hinnom (Ge Hinnom) subsequently desecrated by
idolatry, and especially by Moloch worship, and defiled
by Josiah on this account. (See 1 Kings 11:7; 2 Kings
23:10; Jer. 7:31, Jer. 19:10-14; Isa. 30:33; Tophet).
Used according to Jewish tradition, as the common
sewerage of the city, the corpses of the worst
criminals were flung into it unburied, and fires were
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lit to purify the contaminated air. It then became a
word which secondarily implied
(1) the severest judgment which a Jewish court could
pass upon a criminal – the casting forth of his
unburied corpse amid the fires and worms of this
polluted valley; and
(2) a punishment – which to the Jews as a body never
meant an endless punishment beyond the grave. Whatever
may be the meaning of the entire passages in which the
word occurs, ‘Hell’ must be a complete mistranslation,
since it attributes to the term used by Christ a sense
entirely different from that in which it was understood
by our Lord’s hearers, and therefore entirely different
from the sense in which he could have used it. Origen
says (c. Celsus vi:25) that Gehenna denotes
(1) the valley of Hinnom, and
(2) a purificatory fire (eis tem meta basanon
katharsin). He declares that Celsus was totally
ignorant of the meaning of Gehenna.”
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Gehenna (mistranslated as ‘Hell’) in the Bible

<https://www.mercyuponall.org/1995/04/01/hell-gehenna-in-the-bible/>
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Regarding the Doctrine of Hell, there are no words
in the entirety of Scripture that can be accurately
translated as "total absolute annihilation;" not one.
The nature of God’s relationship to unsaved man
changes at Judgment Day. throughout the history of the
world, God has been very merciful to the unsaved in
many ways. however, God’s relationship to the unsaved
changes at Judgment Day. Deuteronomy 28:63 shows how
God’s relationship to the unsaved changes at Judgment
Day. We read there:
Deuteronomy 28:63 And it shall come to pass, [that] as
the LORD rejoiced over you to do you good, and to multiply
you; so the LORD will rejoice over you to destroy you,
and to bring you to nought; and ye shall be plucked
from off the land whither thou goest to possess it.

God destroyed some, not all. He was addressing survivors through Moses
◄ 8045. shamad ►
Strong's Concordance
shamad: to be exterminated or destroyed
Original Word: ָשׁ ַמד
Part of Speech: Verb
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Transliteration: shamad
Phonetic Spelling: (shaw-mad')
Definition: to be exterminated or destroyed
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
to be exterminated or destroyed
NASB Translation
completely (1), demolish (2), destroy (36), destroyed (41), destruction (2), eradicated (1),
exterminate (2), totally destroy (1), utterly destroyed (1), wipe (1).
◄ 6. abad ►
Strong's Concordance
abad: to perish
Original Word: אָ ַבד
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: abad
Phonetic Spelling: (aw-bad')
Definition: to perish

Throughout the Bible, Hebrew and Greek words
interpreted as "destroy," "destruction," "perish,"
"kill," and "death" never mean "to go into absolute
nothingness or oblivion," but rather they mean ongoing
"everlasting" conscious "destruction" (Phil 3:19; 1
Thess 5:3; 2 Thess 1:9; 2:8; Rev 14:11; 20:10-15, et. ).
The "gloom of utter darkness" (Jude 1:13; cf. 1:6)
refers to being cut off entirely from God, who is
"light" (John 1:9; 8:12; 1 Tim 6:16; Jas 1:17; 1
John 1:5; cf. Isa 9:2; John 3:20; Acts 26:18; 1 Thess
5:5). The word "gloom" in Jude 1:13 refers to "a state
of depression or despondency." To be in a "state of
depression" one must be alive!
Words such as "cut off" (Exod 31:14-15; Lev 23:2930; Rom 11:22, 24; Gal 5:12, etc.) also do not mean
"absolute nothingness," as even Jesus was "cut off"
(Dan 9:26) and is alive "forevermore" (Rev 1:18). Many
times the word "cut off" simply means to be cut off
from Israel, its congregation, etc., (Exod 12:15, 19;
30:33, 38; 31:14; Lev 7:20, 21, 25, 27; 17:4, 10, 14;
18:29; 19:8; 23:29; Num 19:13, etc.).
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One of the most celebrated defenses of
Annihilationism has been from Psalm 37:20, "the
wicked...they vanish-like smoke they vanish away." This
sounds like Annihilationism? However what is the Psalm
really about? The Psalm itself is not dealing with Hell;
Psalm 37:20 refers to that the fact the success, fame,
and prosperity of the wicked is as temporary as mere
smoke. However, let's say we desire to apply the
passage to Hell anyway - we shouldn't, but since
Annihilationist's already have, let's review their case
from their faulty perspective. Since "smoke" is an
important theme here, we should ask the obvious
question, "What is smoke?" Smoke is made of two basic
things: (1) little drops of water and (2) ash. First,
ash can't burn! Second, the reason smoke appears to
vanish away is that, as the smoke rises: (1) the
droplets of liquid water change states into gas and (2)
the ash joins the dust in the atmosphere. Therefore,
both elements in smoke still exist, but just in
different states. Therefore, there is no total
annihilation.
As readers will observe, in the Old Testament notes
below there're many that refer to "physical destruction
(ruin) not eternal destruction" (i.e. "devoted to
destruction," or "curse;" Deut 2:34; 3:6; Judg 21:11;
cf. Gal 1:8-9). Simply the context of the verse is
speaking of only "physical destruction," which carries
with it the idea of stopping, scattering, putting to
flight, and up to and including physical death, etc.
Yet, some of the "spin doctors" of the false doctrine
of Annihilationism desire to use these examples of
"physical destruction" and apply it to "eternal
destruction." However, unless otherwise revealed in
Scripture, this is not a proper application; as the
Bible speaks of two different types of bodies (one that
is able to die; the other is not; 1 Cor 15:44, 53) and
two different types of death (one temporal and one
eternal; Matt 10:28). Besides, the physical body in
this world is never totally annihilated anyway; it
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returns to the dust from which it came (Gen 2:7; Eccl
3:20; 12:7; Psa 103:14; Isa 40:15). In addition, if we
follow the Annihilationist's interpretation as such to
its logical conclusion, than the wicked can send the
righteous to total annihilation (absolute nonexistence); 'if they totally annihilate me, they
totally annihilate me' (Est 4:16, etc.) - which is
ludicrous, as the righteous know that "to be absent
from the body is to be present with the Lord" (2 Cor
5:8).
There are words however in Hebrew that may be
translated as "annihilate." However, when regarding the
Doctrine of Hell, even they do not mean "total absolute
obliteration." As we will show, a word may be
translated in numerous ways depending upon its context.

1) to destroy, exterminate, be destroyed, be exterminated
1a) (Nepal)
1a1) to be annihilated, be exterminated
1a2) to be destroyed, be devastated
1b) (Hiphil)
1b1) to annihilate, exterminate
1b2) to destroy

—Brown-Driver-Briggs (Old Testament Hebrew-English Lexicon)
AV - destroy 83, destruction 1, overthrown 1, perished 1, misc 4; 90

destroy
Leviticus 26:30. Deuteronomy 1:27; 6:15; 7:4; 9:3, 14, 19, 25; 31:3; 33:27. Joshua 7:12; 9:24;
11:20. 1 Samuel 24:21. 2 Samuel 14:7, 11, 16. 1 Kings 13:34; 16:12. 2 Chronicles 20:23. Esther
3:6, 13; 4:8; 8:11. Psalms 106:23, 34; 145:20. Isaiah 10:7; 13:9; 23:11. Lamentations 3:66.
Ezekiel 14:9; 25:7; 34:16. Daniel 11:44. Amos 9:8, 8. Micah 5:14. Haggai 2:22. Zechariah 12:9.
destroyed
Genesis 34:30. Deuteronomy 2:12, 21, 22, 23; 4:3, 26; 7:23, 24; 9:8, 20; 12:30; 28:20, 24, 45, 48,
51, 61; 31:4. Joshua 11:14; 23:15; 24:8. Judges 21:16. 2 Samuel 21:5; 22:38. 1 Kings 15:29. 2
Kings 10:17, 28; 21:9. 1 Chronicles 5:25. 2 Chronicles 20:10; 33:9. Esther 7:4. Psalms 37:38;
92:7. Isaiah 26:14; 48:19. Jeremiah 48:8, 42. Ezekiel 32:12. Hosea 10:8. Amos 2:9, 9.
destruction
Isaiah 14:23.
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down
Numbers 33:52.
nought
Deuteronomy 28:63.
overthrown
Proverbs 14:11.
perished
Psalms 83:10.
utterly
Deuteronomy 4:26. Amos 9:8.
—Exhaustive Concordance (KJV Translation Frequency & Location

GOD WILL DESTROY NOT ANNIHILATE, THE UNSAVED AT
JUDGMENT DAY - CONTINUED
Deuteronomy 28:15-68 teaches the punishment that everyone who sins must
experience. This includes all of the unsaved throughout time. There are many verses
in this passage that signify conscious affliction for the unsaved in this passage.
Deuteronomy 28:15-68 describes the punishment that the unsaved must
endure. Verse 63 shows the change in God’s relationship to the unsaved at Judgment
Day versus His present relationship to them. Today, God rejoices “do you good, and
to multiply you”. God is good to all mankind, including the unsaved. This verse is
talking about people who remain unsaved. At Judgment Day, God will “rejoice
over you to destroy you, and to bring you to nought”. So, God is really saying
twice in this verse that He will rejoice to destroy the unsaved.
Some people think that “destroying” the unsaved means to “annihilate”them,
like one might destroy a toy. However, Deuteronomy 28:15-68 uses a common verb
translated “to destroy” 7 times to describe the punishment of the unsaved. This
verb is not in the past or perfect tense. It is in an on-going tense which means to
be “destroying”. There are many verses in Deuteronomy28:15-68 that describe
conscious affliction. A careful examination of Deuteronomy 28:15-68 shows
that it describes an on-going “destroying” of conscious affliction.

2Corinthians 4:16 For which cause we faint not; but
though our outward man perish, yet the inward [man] is
renewed day by day."
" By growing, the Corinthians can give thanks to God,
and when thanks is given to God, the Lord gets glory.
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The more people who give thanks, the more glory God
gets. Verse 16 is a great verse. No matter how decrepit
this old body gets, the “new man,” inside, is new every
day. That new man never wears out; it just gets better
every day. It is the old man, the flesh, that grows
worse every day; that is the part of you that is
subject to the Second Law of Thermodynamics."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S. . 1 - 2 Corinthians
Commentary

◄ 1311. diaphtheiró ►
Strong's Concordance
diaphtheiró: to destroy utterly, to spoil, corrupt
Original Word: διαφθείρω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: diaphtheiró
Phonetic Spelling: (dee-af-thi'-ro)
Definition: to destroy utterly, to spoil, corrupt
Usage: I destroy, waste; hence met: I corrupt.
HELPS Word-studies
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1311 diaphtheírō (from 1223 /diá, "thoroughly," which intensifies 5351 /phtheírō, "defile,
corrupt") – properly, thoroughly corrupt, totally degenerate (disintegrate); waste away by the
decaying influence of moral (spiritual) impurity; "utterly corrupt"; becoming thoroughly disabled
(morally depraved), "all the way through" ("utterly decayed").
[Vine, Unger, White (NT, 130), "1311 (diaphtheírō) comes from dia, 'through,' 'intensive,' to
corrupt utterly, through and through." The noun form, 1312 (diaphthorá), likewise means
"thorough decay."]

The next Greek expression rendered as 'perish' also
focuses upon the notion of decay; but this time
describes the condition of heading towards decay. The
expression is eis phthora (G1515, G5356) and occurs in
Col 2:22 and describes the fate of the law (which of
course is designed to restrict the outward man who is
rotting thoroughly.) Phthora is also rendered
corruption(7) and destroyed(1).
Colossians 2:22 Which all are to perish with the using;)
after the commandments and doctrines of men?

◄ 5356. phthora ►
Strong's Concordance
phthora: destruction, corruption
Original Word: φθορά, ᾶς, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: phthora
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Phonetic Spelling: (fthor-ah')
Definition: destruction, corruption
Usage: corruption, destruction, decay, rottenness, decomposition.

The final of the minor Greek sources of 'perish' is
really 'utterly perish' and has a similar root to the
previous word. It is kataphtheirō (G2704) which means
to 'rot down. The word is used in 2Pe 2:12 to describe
the outcome of false teachers; whom we are told just
'rot down in their own corruption'. The word is also
rendered 'corrupt' on one occasion.
2Peter 2:12 But these, as natural brute beasts, made to
be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that
they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their
own corruption;

Reading the above one might readily imagine that
just about every form of perishing has been covered. We
have seen people being cut, falling down, being beaten,
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dying, entering perdition, rotting thoroughly,
beginning to rot and even rotting down to nothing. Yet
none of the above is the dominant meaning of 'perish'.
The dominant meaning of 'perish' in the Bible is
provided by 'âbad and the Aramaic equivalent ăbad.
This is described by Strong as a primitive root meaning
to wander away or to lose oneself. The word is rendered
perish(98), destroy(60), lost(9) and a number of others
once. Context is everything.
The commonest Greek source of the word perish is
similar but rather more aggressive. The word is
apollumi (G622); which essentially means to 'cut away'.
The word is rendered perish(33), lose(28) and
destroy(26). We see that the end effect is thus the
same as 'âbad; namely that you should be 'apart from'.
The difference is that in the Hebrew the focus is that
one should put oneself in that position; the Greek view
is rather that you could be put in that situation. In
many ways this word study forms a message in its own
right. There are many ways in which people and things
can and do perish. Many of them are violent and, to use
a modern expression, 'totally gross'. Nonetheless, some
claim the commonest method of perishing is to cut
oneself off or to be cut off from the fellowship of
Godand His people.
3b) More on the words 'destroy, destruction, perish,
which can mean death, but not annihilation
Consider again 2 Thessalonians 1:9.:
2Thessalonians
1:9
Who
shall
be
punished
with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;
When we obtain the Biblical definitions of life and
death by examining many verses. The unsaved will be
destroyed forever. Paul clearly states that the unsaved
will "be punished with everlasting destruction" (2
Thessalonians 1:9). Notice he does not say "everlasting
preservation." No hope of resurrection, no hope of life
anymore. Just as a judicial court merits out the death
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penalty with the underlying basis of it being "missing
out" on the rest of your life, so too will the sinners
punishment be "missing out" on the rest of youreternity.
God uses a Hebrew word that is commonly translated
“destroy” and is used about 90 times in the Old
Testament. This word is found 7 times in Deuteronomy
28:15-68. For example,
Deuteronomy 28:20 The LORD shall send upon thee
cursing, vexation, and rebuke, in all that thou settest
thine hand unto for to do, until thou be destroyed
(8045), and until thou perish quickly; because of the
wickedness of thy doings, whereby thou hast forsaken me.

◄ 8045. shamad ►
Strong's Concordance
shamad: to be exterminated or destroyed
Original Word: דשׁ ַמ
Part of Speech: Verb
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Transliteration: shamad
Phonetic Spelling: (shaw-mad')
Definition: to be exterminated or destroyed

First thing we want to notice in the 7 verses above
is the tense of this Hebrew word translated “destroyed”.
However, in the Hebrew text, this verb is not in the
past tense. It is in the “infinitive”. The “infinitive”
does not describe a past tense action nor a future
tense action. Rather, the “infinitive” describes a
state of being or on-going action. The grammar books
say the most accurate translation is as a participle or
“ing” word. A more accurate translation of this word
in these 7 verses would be: “until destroying you”.
When we read Deuteronomy 28:15-68 we see that God is
describing a continuous conscious affliction that will
come upon the unsaved. God is using this passage to
define what He means by the 7 usages of the phrase
“until destroying you”. Deuteronomy 28:15-68 with the 7
verses containing the word “destroying” are not
describing an instantaneous destruction. Rather, they
are describing a continuous on-going “destroying”.
Deuteronomy 28:15 teaches that the unsaved will
experience all of the curses:
Deuteronomy 28:15 But it shall come to pass, if thou
wilt not hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to
observe to do all his commandments and his statutes which
I command thee this day; that all these curses shall come
upon thee, and overtake thee:
Verse 15 says that all of the curses listed will come
upon those that sin. That includes all of the curses
listed in Deuteronomy 28:15-68. Those that sin include
all of the unsaved that have lived throughout
time.
In
Deuteronomy
28:15-68
God
defines
the
“destroying” that He intends for the unsaved. By using
a Hebrew word meaning “destroy” in the “infinite” or “ongoing” tense 7 times, God defines the “destroying” of the
unsaved as an on-going affliction of conscious suffering.
Consider another Hebrew word, shachath”, translated
“destroyed” or “destroyer” about 100 times. That is about
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2/3’s of the times it appears in the Old Testament. It
is Strong’s number <07843>.
Jeremiah 13:14 And I will dash them one against another,
even the fathers and the sons together, saith the LORD:
I will not pity, nor spare, nor have mercy, but destroy
<07843> them.

◄ 7843. shachath ►
Strong's Concordance
shachath: perhaps to go to ruin
Original Word: ָשׁ ַחת
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: shachath
Phonetic Spelling: (shaw-khath')
Definition: perhaps to go to ruin

God uses this Hebrew word to declare that He will
“ruin” the unsaved in these verses:
Jeremiah 13:14 And I will dash them one against
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another, even the fathers and the sons together, saith
the LORD: I will not pity, nor spare, nor have mercy,
but destroy <07843> them.
Jeremiah 15:6 Thou hast forsaken me, saith the LORD,
thou art gone backward: therefore will I stretch out my
hand against thee, and destroy<07843> thee; I am weary
with repenting.

◄ 7843. shachath ►
Strong's Concordance
shachath: perhaps to go to ruin
Original Word: ָשׁ ַחת
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: shachath
Phonetic Spelling: (shaw-khath')
Definition: perhaps to go to ruin

When we read this word “destroy” we might assume
annihilation. However, this same Hebrew word translated
“destroy” in the above verses is used in the following
verses:
Genesis 6:11
The earth also was corrupt <07843> before
God, and the earth was filled with violence.
Genesis 6:12 And God looked upon the earth, and, behold,
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it was corrupt <07843>; for all flesh had corrupted
<07843> his way upon the earth.
In Genesis 6:11-12 this same Hebrew word is
translated “corrupt” and used 3 times to describe the
state of the mankind before the flood. Some more verses
with this same Hebrew word:
Psalms 14:1 <<To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.>>
The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They
are corrupt <07843>, they have done abominable works,
there is none that doeth good.

◄ 7843. shachath ►
Strong's Concordance
shachath: perhaps to go to ruin
Original Word: ָשׁ ַחת
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: shachath
Phonetic Spelling: (shaw-khath')
Definition: perhaps to go to ruin

Psalms 53:1 <<To the chief Musician upon Mahalath,
Maschil, A Psalm of David.>> The fool hath said in his
heart, There is no God. Corrupt <07843> are they, and
have done abominable iniquity: there is none that doeth
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good.
Isaiah 1:4 Ah sinful nation, a people laden with
iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that are
corrupters <07843>: they have forsaken the LORD, they
have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they
are gone away backward.
These verses teach that the nature of Mankind throughout time is that he is
already “corrupt” or “destroyed” by his sin. These verses are describing the state in
which Mankind already is. Unsaved man has not annihilated himself. Rather, by
his sin, he has damaged himself or has corrupted himself. Unsaved man corrupts or
destroys himself by his sin. That does not mean he annihilates himself. Rather,
man damages himself and 'separates' himself from God and His blessings.
Finally, God will eternally corrupt the unsaved.
From the above verses, we can see that this Hebrew word
“shachath” that is translated “destroyed” is used at
times to indicate the corrupted state of unsaved man.
It does not necessarily indicate annihilation. The
point of these sample verses is that we can read the
word “destroy” and form a conclusion in our minds of
annihilation. However, often when we examine these same
Hebrew or Greek words in other parts of the Bible, we
see that God does not have annihilation in view. Rather,
He can have in view other kinds of harm that man
consciously endures.
Now we move to the New Testament word frequently
translated “perished. Let’s consider the word “perished”
or “destroyed” in the New Testament. This is the Greek
word “apollumi” from which we read “Apollyon” (G623
below) in Revelation 9:11.
Revelation 9:11 And they had a king over them, [which
is] the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the
Hebrew tongue [is] Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue
hath [his] name Apollyon.
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Strong's Concordance
Apolluón: "a destroyer," Apollyon, the angel of the abyss
Original Word: Ἀπολλύων, ονος, ὁ
Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine
Transliteration: Apolluón
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-ol-loo'-ohn)
Definition: "a destroyer", Apollyon, the angel of the abyss
Usage: Apollyon, The Destroying One, a Greek translation of the Hebrew: Abaddon.
HELPS Word-studies
Cognate: 623 Apollýōn (from 622 /apóllymi, "cause to perish, be ruined") – properly, "the
destroyer" (from the Abyss), i.e. Satan (used only in Rev 9:11).

"This angel is the death angel, “the Destroyer,” whose
name is translated “perdition” in 2 Thess. 2:3; John
17:12; Rev. 17."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Revelation Commentary
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This Greek word “apollumi” is very important because
it is used almost 100 times in the NewTestament and it
is the dominate New Testament word translated “perished”.
It is translated “perished”about 30 times. It is also
translated “destroy” about
25 times. It is used in several significant verses:

Matthew 10:28

And fear not them which kill the body,
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but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy <622> both soul and body in
hell.

Strong's Concordance
apollumi: to destroy, destroy utterly
Original Word: ἀπόλλυμι
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: apollumi
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-ol'-loo-mee)
Definition: to destroy, destroy utterly
Usage: (a) I kill, destroy, (b) I lose, mid: I am perishing (the resultant death being viewed as
certain).
HELPS Word-studies
622 apóllymi (from 575 /apó, "away from," which intensifies ollymi, "to destroy") – properly,
fully destroy, cutting off entirely (note the force of the prefix, 575 /apó).
622 /apóllymi ("violently/completely perish") implies permanent (absolute) destruction, i.e. to
cancel out (remove); "to die, with the implication of ruin and destruction" (L & N, 1, 23.106);
cause to be lost (utterly perish) by experiencing a miserable end.

The phrase “to destroy” in Matthew 10:28 is derived
from the Greek word apollumi, which is used 92 times in
the New Testament. It is translated by such terms as
perish, destroy, lose, and lost. While it is true that
occasionally apollumi is used to mean death (Matthew
2:13; 8:25; 26:52). In certain other contexts it
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simply signifies the idea of suffering a loss of wellbeing and the loss of being blessed. In Luke 15, Jesus
spoke of the shepherd’s lone sheep that was “lost”
(apollumi), but not annihilated (vs. 6). In that same
chapter, He told of the father’s prodigal son who was
“lost” (apollumi), not extinguished (vss. 24,32). The
wineskins of which Christ spoke in Matthew 9:17 did not
pass into nonexistence, but were “ruined” (apollumi).
Jesus did not come to seek and to save those who did
not exist; rather He came to save those who were alive
physically, but ruined spiritually by sin [i.e., lost
(apollumi)—Luke 19:10]. Paul stated that the Gospel is
“veiled to those who are perishing” (apollumi) in sin,
not to those who are exterminated by sin. Considering
the fact that even when apollumi is used to mean “death”
(Matthew 2:13; 8:25; 26:52), total annihilation of the
person is not under consideration (for the soul still
would be alive). The Scriptures clearly teach that
those who, at Judgment, will be “destroyed” because of
their wickedness, will be like the “beast” who will “go
to perdition” (apoleia, Revelation 17:8,11) in “the
lake of fire and brimstone,” where they will be, not
annihilated, but “tormented day and night forever and
ever” (Revelation 17:8,11; 20:10). “Destruction” does
not equal “annihilation.”

If this Greek word “apollumi” signifies a cessation
of existence, that this Greek word signifies
annihilation then we should see that this Greek word is
consistently used in that way. We should not be able to
find exceptions in which it does not signify
annihilation.
Consider the following verses with this same Greek
word:
Luke 15:4
What man of you, having an hundred sheep,
if he lose <622> one of them, doth not leave the ninety
and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is
lost <622>, until he find it?
Luke 15:6 And when he cometh home, he calleth together
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his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice
with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost <622>.
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Luke 15:8
Either what woman having ten pieces of
silver, if she lose <622> one piece, doth not light a
candle, and sweep the house, and seek diligently till
she find it?
Luke 15:9 And when she hath found it, she calleth her
friends and her neighbours together, saying, Rejoice
with me; for I have found the piece which I had lost
<622>.
Luke 19:10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to
save that which was lost <622>.

Strong's Concordance
apollumi: to destroy, destroy utterly
Original Word: ἀπόλλυμι
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: apollumi
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-ol'-loo-mee)
Definition: to destroy, destroy utterly
Usage: (a) I kill, destroy, (b) I lose, mid: I am perishing (the resultant death being viewed as
certain).
HELPS Word-studies
622 apóllymi (from 575 /apó, "away from," which intensifies ollymi, "to destroy") – properly,
fully destroy, cutting off entirely (note the force of the prefix, 575 /apó).

However, the context in which this Greek word
“apollumi” is used must be considered. In Luke 19:10
Jesus clearly is not coming to save destroyed people,
rather dead people (spiritually dead). In the above
verses, we have the same Greek word 'lost' that is
665

translated “perish” or “destroy”. In these verses it is
talking about unsaved people that are in this world right
now. The translators put the word “lost” in theseverses,
but these verses have the same Greek word, “apollumi”
that is translated “perish” and “destroy” many times in
the Bible. A more accurate translation would be
“perished” or “destroyed” because the Greek word is in
the past tense. For example, it would bemore accurate
to translate the verses like this:
Matthew 10:6
But go rather to the perished <622> sheep
of the house of Israel.
Matthew 18:11 For the Son of man is come to save that
which was perished <622>.
These verses have to be translated in the past tense.
The Greek word in each verse is in the past tense. So,
it has to be translated “perished” or “destroyed”. How
can this be that the unsaved are already “perished” and
yet they will “perish” again?The reason is because the
word translated “lost” in theabove verses is the word
that means “perished” or “destroyed” and it is in the
past tense, indicating a completed state. The word
“perished” is similar to “dead”.
When we learn how God uses the word “dead” and
“alive” for Mankind we gain insight into how God uses the
word “perished” for Mankind.
The Bible teaches that the day that Adam sinned he
died. We read:
Genesis 2:17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.
Adam didn't actually physically die the day he ate
the forbidden fruit, yet God considered him dead on
that day.
Ephesians 2:1
And you hath he quickened, who were
dead in trespasses and sins;
Ephesians 2:5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath
quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are
saved;)
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1 Peter 4:6 For this cause was the gospel preached also
to them that are dead, that they might be judged according
to men in the flesh, but live according toGod in the
spirit.
Colossians 2:13 And you, being dead in your sins and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together
with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;
These are a few of the verses where God teaches
that Adam died the day he sinned and unsaved man is
already dead. So, we change these verses to say
“spiritually dead”. The Bible says “dead”, but we have
changed these verses to say “spiritually dead”. Then,
because Man dies again and because we see unsaved Man
walking around, we say that unsaved Man is “spiritually
dead but physically alive”. However, God never says
“spiritually dead”. God says “dead”. God also declares
that man’s body is “dead” also. We read:
Romans 8:10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead
because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness.
1 Corinthians 15:29 Else what shall they do which are
baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? why
are they then baptized for the dead?
1 Corinthians 15 is talking about the resurrection of
the bodies of the believers. In 1 Corinthians 15:29 God
says 3 times that man’s body is already “dead”.
In Romans 8:10 and 1 Corinthians 15:29 God is
saying that the believer’s body is already “dead”. If
the believer’s body is dead, then the unbeliever’s body
is also “dead”. These and other verses teach that Adam
died, both in body and soul, the day he sinned. Also,
that unsaved man is already dead, both in body and soul.
But, this does not fit our definition that “death =
a cessation of existence” for mankind. We get an answer
when we learn that God Himself is called “life” (John
11:25-26, 14:6). This is a very important truth. God also
gives us another very important truth: God identifies
life for Mankind in terms of his relationship with God
as we read in 1 John 5:12:
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1John 5:12 He that hath the Son hath life; [and] he that
hath not the Son of God hath not life.
1 John 5:12 teaches that life for Mankind does not
have to do with existence.
1John 5:12 He that hath the Son hath life; [and] he that
hath not the Son of God hath not life.
Rather, life for Mankind has to do with his/her
relationship to God. The saved and unsaved equally exist
both in body and soul. Sometimes people arguethat
unsaved man is only dead in his spirit-essence and
therefore his spirit has ceased to exist. However, God
is clear in 1 Peter 3:19 that the unsaved still have a
spirit-essence. We read there:
1Peter 3:18 For Christ also hath once suffered for sins,
the just for the unjust, that he might bring usto God,
being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the
Spirit:
The most controversial line of the Apostle’s Creed,
which is considered optional or flatly omitted by some
of the churches that recite it, is a line that reads,
“He descended into hell,” referring to Jesus in between
the time of the Cross and the resurrection. It is this
idea — that Christ preached the gospel to the souls of
the dead who are in ‘hell’ — that is most commonly
associated with 1 Peter 3:19. However, the spirits are
immortal, disembodied angels and the prison is Tartarus.
Truly, the passage is referring to Jesus Christ,
and it does plainly say that he preached to spirits
(angels) in prison. Humans are never referred to spirits
in the Bible.) However, it also removes the guessing
that leads to the conflicting interpretations. It says
that Christ died but was made alive again through the
Spirit of God, “by whom” He preached to angels in prison.
So we know that the one who did the preaching was actually
the Holy Spirit, not Christ directly. The Spirit speaks
the words given to Him by Christ (see John 16:13), and
therefore is Christ’s representative (but nonetheless a
distinct entity of God). that did the preaching, not
Jesus.
1Peter 3:21 The like figure whereunto [even] baptism
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doth also now save us
That water was a figure of our spiritual
baptism.
Ephesians 4:5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism.
That water pictures what happens to us inside. The
Holy Spirit comes in us, separates our bodies from
everything that could have affected us from going to
heaven and having eternal life.
To further clarify this point, Peter continues his
argument in verse 21 by stating:
1Peter 3:21 The like figure whereunto [even] baptism
doth also now save us (not the putting away of the
filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience
toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:
“There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism
(not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the
answer of a good conscience toward God), through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ”.
The like figure is a prophetic fulfillment. Peter
says that, just as the eight souls were saved “through
water” on the ark, in the same way we are now saved by
baptism through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. The
water washed away the filth from the Earth in Noah’s
day, and the water symbolically washes away our guilt
through Christ’s sacrifice. The Holy Spirit is involved
in both processes: He preached to sinners to try to
save them before the flood, and He preaches to us to
bring us to repentance and baptism (see John 16:8,
9).support any theology about death or the afterlife at
all.
<https://www.truthaboutdeath.com/q-and-a/id/1599/didnt-jesus-preach-to-the-spirits-in-prison>

"Verses 18–22 are purely doctrinal. The first this any
such thing in the New Testament as “the gospel in a
nutshell,” verse 18 is it. Of course, we know that is
what most people call John 3:16. There is just one problem
with that: THERE IS NO GOSPEL MENTIONED IN JOHN 3:16."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. General Epistles Vol. 1
(James, 1 - 2 Peter Commentary)
God gives us help to see that the unsaved have a
spirit-essence.
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been “made alive” because he has God, who is life,
indwelling him.
To repeat, the unsaved already “exist”, both in
body and spirit. When someone becomes saved, they don’t
have any more “existence” than the unsaved have.
However, when we become saved we do receive God
indwelling us. This verse goes along with John 6:53 and
1 John 5:12. In John 10:10 also, God is showing us that
“life” for Mankind does not have to do with existence,
but rather “life” has to do with man’s relationship to
God. Christ came that we might have “life”. Unsaved man
already has “existence”. But, he does not yet have God,
who is life, indwelling him. God is life (John 11:25,
14:6).
We read in Psalms 78:8:
Psalms 78:8 And might not be as their fathers, a stubborn
and rebellious generation; a generation [that]set not
their heart aright, and whose spirit was not stedfast
with God.
This is talking about the sad state of the unsaved
Israelites. God said their spirit was not stedfast with
God. They were in rebellion against God. Notice God
indicates that they had a spirit. The unsaved
Israelites had spirits. Their spirits were not
“stedfast” or did not “believe” in God. But,
nevertheless, they had spirits. This is another proof
that unsaved people have existence in both their body
and their spirit. But, nevertheless, they had spirits.
This is another proof that unsaved people have
existence in both their body and their spirit.
We read in 1 Corinthians 5:5:
1Corinthians 5:5 To deliver such an one unto Satan for
the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be
saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.
Here is someone who is under church discipline. There
is hope that he might become saved. Notice thatit says
he “may be saved”. In this verse, God talks about the
hope that the spirit of this unsaved manmight be
saved from the wrath of God. When we become
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saved, we are first saved in our spirit and then in our
bodies at the Rapture. This verse also indicates that
they unsaved have a spirit as well as a body.
In 2 Chronicles 36:22 we read that God stirred up
the spirit of king Cyrus of Persia. That shows that Cyrus
had a spirit, but there is certainly no evidence in the
Bible that he became saved. We read there:
2Chronicles 36:22 Now in the first year of Cyrus king
of Persia, that the word of the LORD [spoken] by the
mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the LORD stirred
up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a
proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and[put it]
also in writing, saying,
God talks about His wrath upon the unsaved in
Isaiah 65:14. We read there:
Isaiah 65:14 Behold, my servants shall sing for joy of
heart, but ye shall cry for sorrow of heart, and shall
howl for vexation of spirit.
Isaiah 65:14 teaches that the unsaved will experience
“vexation of spirit” at Judgment Day. This also shows
that the unsaved have a spirit-essence.
vexation = breaking.
spirit. Hebrew. ruach.
These are some of the verses that teach that
unsaved man has a spirit-essence along with his body.
We can know with certainty that the unsaved also have a
spirit-essence. Psalm 49 is not teaching that unsaved
man does not have a spirit-essence. Rather, it is
teaching that unsaved is “like” a beast that perishes
in some ways. One notable way is that the unsaved, like
the beasts, lose everything they had when they perish
from this world. Psalm 17:13-14 also stresses that the
nature of unsaved man is to have his hope in this world.
We read there:
Psalms 17:13 Arise, O LORD, disappoint him, cast him
down: deliver my soul from the wicked, [which is] thy
sword:
Psalms 17:14 From men [which are] thy hand, O LORD,
from menof
the world, [which have]their
portion in
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[this] life, and whose belly thou fillest with thy hid
[treasure]: they are full of children, and leave the rest
of their [substance] to their babes.
We read in verse 14 that the “portion” of the unsaved
is in this world. Their hope and desire is focused upon
the things of this world. All of their possessions are
in this world. Therefore, when unsaved man dies from this
world, he loses everything that he had in this world. In
that way, he is like the beasts that perish.
Psalm 49:8 has been offered as a proof of annihilation.
We read in Psalm 49:8:
Psalms 49:8 (For the redemption of their soul [is]
precious, and it ceaseth for ever:)

This verse is talking about the redemption of the
soul of unsaved man. We also read that “it ceaseth”. It
is said that this means that the soul of the unsaved
“ceaseth” to exist. That seems like a proof of
annihilation. However, this same Hebrew word, with the
exact same spelling, is found in Isaiah 53:3 speaking
about the Lord Jesus. We read there:
Isaiah 53:3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man
of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it
were [our] faces from him; he was despised, and we
esteemed him not.
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In Isaiah 53:3 this same Hebrew word (wahadal), that is
found in Psalm 49:8 translated as “ceaseth”, is
translated “rejected”. The spelling is exactly the same
in both verses. Isaiah 53:3 is teaching that the Lord
Jesus was “rejected” by men. The Lord Jesus was not
annihilated by men. Rather, the Lord Jesus was “rejected”
by men. In the same way, the soul of the unsaved will be
“rejected” for ever by God according to Psalm 49:8. Psalm
49:8 is not teaching annihilation. Rather, it can be
teaching that God rejects forever the soul of the
unsaved at Judgment Day.
Unsaved man is “like the beasts that perish”
We read two verses in Psalm 49 that have been offered
as proofs of annihilation:
We read in these two verses that unsaved man is
“like the beasts that perish”. The argument is made
that since when the beasts perish they cease to exist,
then these two verses are teaching that when unsaved
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man perishes from this world he ceases to exist. Or,
another argument is that since the beasts do not have a
spirit, when they die they cease to exist. Then are these
two verses teaching that unsaved man does not have a
spirit and when he dies he ceases to exist also?
The problem with these two arguments is that we
have to learn how God uses the word “like” in the Bible.
We have to study the context of these verses and the
rest of the Bible to understand in what way do the
unsaved perish like the beasts that perish.
Are Psalm 49:12 & 20 saying that:
Unsaved man is a beast? Or: In every way unsaved man is
like a beast that perishes?
Or: In some ways unsaved man is like a beast that
perishes?
We have to study both Psalm 49 and other parts of
the Bible to learn what God means when He says “like the
beasts that perish”.
Maybe we read Psalm 49:12 & 20 and assume that these
verses are teaching that the unsaved do not have a spirit,
like beasts do not have a spirit. Or, maybe we read these
verses and conclude that they teach that the unsaved cease
to exist upon death from this world like beasts.
However, to come to truth, we have to understand in
what way the unsaved perish like the beasts perish. Let’s
look at another verse that is well known thatalso
uses the word “like”:
We read in Psalm 1:3:
Psalms 1:3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the
rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his
season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever
he doeth shall prosper.
God says that the true believer is like a tree
planted by the rivers of water. In some ways the true
believer is like a tree planted by the rivers of water.
The tree is nourished by the waters like the true believer
is nourished by the Gospel, the living water. As
indicated in Psalm 1:3 the tree brings forth fruit
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in his season like the true believer brings forth the
fruit of the Spirit.
Psalm 49:12 & 20 both have a word commonly translated
“parable” in them, helping us to see thatthe unsaved
man is not literally a beast that perishes. Rather, these
verses are earthly stories with spiritualtruth.
Psalm 49:12 & 20 both have a word commonly translated
“parable” in them, helping us to see that the unsaved man
is not literally a beast that perishes. Rather, these
verses are earthly stories with spiritual truth.
This cannot be clearly seen in our English Bible,
but in the original Hebrew text of both Psalm 49:12 &
20 there is the Hebrew word “mashal” that is frequently
translated “parable” or “proverb”. It is Strong’s number
<04911>.
Psalms 49:12 Nevertheless man [being] in honour abideth
not: he is like the beasts [that] perish.

Psalms 49:20 Man [that is] in honour, and understandeth
not, is like the beasts [that] perish.

Psalm 49:12 & 20 have the same word, often translated
parable, that is also found two times in Ezekiel 17:2.
We read there:
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Ezekiel 17:2 Son of man, put forth a riddle, and speak
<04912> a parable unto the house of Israel;

Both the words “speak” and “parable” are this same
Hebrew word that is found in both Psalm 49:12 & 20. In
Ezekiel 17 God proceeds to give a parable involving two
eagles and a vine. Ezekiel 17 is truly a parable. God
is not teaching about a historical account of two
eagles and a vine. Rather, God is teaching spiritual
truth about His Gospel program. We learn spiritual truth
by reading the parable of Ezekiel 17, however we are not
to understand it as a literal event with two eagles and
a vine.
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In the same way, Psalm 49:12 & 20 teach us spiritual
truth about unsaved man by using the illustration of
beasts. However, unsaved man is not literally a beast,
just like the true believer is not literally a tree .
Psalms 1:3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the
rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his
season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever
he doeth shall prosper.
Unsaved man is still made in the image of God and, as
we saw above, unsaved man has a spirit-essence.
The Hebrew word “mashal”, frequently translated
“parable” and that is used in Psalm 49:12 & 20, is also
found in these passages:
Ezekiel 18:2 What mean ye, that ye use <04912> this
proverb concerning the land of Israel, saying, The
fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth
are set on edge?
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Ezekiel 18:3 As I live, saith the Lord GOD, ye shall
not have occasion any more to use <04912> this proverb
in Israel.

Ezekiel 24:3 And utter <04911> a parable <04912> unto
the rebellious house, and say unto them, Thus saith the
Lord GOD; Set on a pot, set it on, and also pour water
into it:
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If we examine Ezekiel 18 & 24 carefully, we see
that they also are parables. We are not to understand
them in a literal sense. In Ezekiel 18 God is not teaching
us about sour grapes and children’s teeth. In Ezekiel 24
God is not teaching about pots with water. Rather, we
are to search for the spiritual truths of these two
chapters. In the same way, unsaved man is notliterally a
beast. But, we can study Psalm 49 and learn spiritual
truths about unsaved man and particularly how he loses
all of his possessions in this world when he dies.
In Psalm 73:22 the Psalmist calls himself a “beast”
Psalms 73:22 So foolish [was] I, and ignorant: I was
[as] a beast before thee.
In Psalm 73 the Psalmist represents a true believer
as we read in verses 23-26:
Psalms 73:23 Nevertheless I [am] continually with thee:
thou hast holden [me] by my right hand.
Psalms 73:24 Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and
afterward receive me [to] glory.
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Psalms 73:25 Whom have I in heaven [but thee]? and [there
is] none upon earth [that] I desire beside thee.
Psalms 73:26 My flesh and my heart faileth: [but] God
[is] the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever.
The language of Psalm 73:23-26 is that of a true
believer. Therefore, we can know that the Psalmist
represents the true believer. In Psalm 73 the Psalmist
takes his eyes off of Christ and complains about how
the unsaved can enjoy life so much and yet he, the true
believer, is plagued and chastened (verse 14).
Psalms 73:14 For all the day long have I been plagued,
and chastened every morning.
Then, starting in verse 17, the Psalmist comes to his
spiritual senses as he recognizes the horrible condition
of the unsaved.
Psalms 73:15 If I say, I will speak thus; behold, I
should offend [against] the generation of thy children.
Psalms 73:16 When I thought to know this, it [was] too
painful for me;
Psalms 73:17 Until I went into the sanctuary of God;
[then] understood I their end.
Psalms 73:18 Surely thou didst set them in slippery
places: thou castedst them down into destruction.
Psalms 73:19 How are they [brought] into desolation,
as in a moment! they are utterly consumed with terrors.
Psalms 73:20 As a dream when [one] awaketh; [so], O
Lord, when thou awakest, thou shalt despise their image.
Psalms 73:21 Thus my heart was grieved, and I was pricked
in my reins.
Then we read in verse 22:
Psalms 73:22 So foolish [was] I, and ignorant: I was
[as] a beast before thee.
Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the Psalmist,
who represents a true believer, calls himself a “beast”.
There are those that say that Psalm 49:12 & 20 are
teaching that the unsaved are like beasts in the sense
that they don’t have a spirit-essence and/or they cease
to exist upon death from this world. However, if we use
that reasoning in understanding Psalm 49:12 & 20, then
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to be consistent, we have to apply that reasoning to
Psalm 73:22 also. We would then conclude that the
Psalmist, who represents a true believer, is also a beast
and does not have a spirit-essence and/or would cease to
exist upon death from this world. But that is not true.
Rather, Psalm 73:22 teaches that the Psalmist was
thinking like a beast. But, the Psalmist was not
literally a beast. In the same way, Psalm 49:12 & 20
teach us that in some ways unsaved man perishes like a
beast. But, unsaved man, like the Psalmist in Psalm 73,
is not literally a beast.
Let’s consider another similar passage.
Ecclesiastes 3:18-21 has been offered as a proof of
annihilation We read in Ecclesiastes 3:18-21:
Ecclesiastes 3:18 I said in mine heart concerning the
estate of the sons of men, that God might manifest them,
and that they might see that they themselves are beasts.
Ecclesiastes 3:19 For that which befalleth the sons of
men befalleth beasts; even one thing befalleth them: as
the one dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they have all
one breath; so that a man hath no preeminence above a
beast: for all [is] vanity.
Ecclesiastes 3:20 All go unto one place; all are of
the dust, and all turn to dust again.
Ecclesiastes 3:21 Who knoweth the spirit of man that
goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth
downward to the earth?
This passage talks about Mankind as beasts. One can
try to build a case that this text is a proof of the
annihilation of the unsaved. However, there are different
ways to read this passage. We read in verse
18 that men should “see that they themselves are beasts.”
Ecclesiastes 3:18 I said in mine heart concerning the
estate of the sons of men, that God might manifest them,
and that they might see that they themselves are beasts.
Someone might argue that this phrase in verse 18
shows that this passage is only talking about the
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unsaved and that this passage teaches that the unsaved
are annihilated, like beasts are annihilated. However,
we have to remember that Psalm 73:22 says the true
believer is a “beast”. Yet, the true believer will not
be annihilated. Therefore, the presence of the word
“beast” in Ecclesiastes 3:18 is not a proof of the
annihilation of the unsaved. Rather, Ecclesiastes 3:1821 is declaring that all men (both saved and unsaved)
and all beasts finally have to die from this world and
give up everything that they had in this world. As far
as having to die from this world and giving upeverything
possessed in this world, “man hath nopreeminence above a
beast”. Both man and beasts finallyhave to die from this
world and give up what they hadin this world. We get
help in seeing that the teaching of this passage applies
to both believers and unbelievers if we look at
Ecclesiastes 2:14-17. We readthere:
14 The wise man’s eyes are in his head; but the fool
walketh in darkness: and I myself perceived also that
one event happeneth to them all.
15
Then said I in my heart, As it happeneth to the
fool, so it happeneth even to me; and why was I then more
wise? Then I said in my heart, that this also is vanity.
16 For there is no remembrance of the wise more than
of the fool for ever; seeing that which now is in the
days to come shall all be forgotten. And how dieth the
wise man? as the fool.
17 Therefore I hated life; because the work that is
wrought under the sun is grievous unto me: for all is
vanity and vexation of spirit.
The “one event happeneth to them all” refers to dying
from this world. Notice that verse 15 is saying that this
event, dying from this world, happens to both the fool,
representing the unsaved, and the wise, representing the
saved. In other words, all mankind, both the saved and
the unsaved, along with all beasts finally have “one
event happeneth to them all”. They
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all die from this world and lose everything they had in
this world.
Ecclesiastes 2:14-17 is emphasizing a theme of the
book of Ecclesiastes that any hope in this world is vain,
as we read in verse 17.
Ecclesiastes 2:17 Therefore I hated life; because the
work that is wrought under the sun [is] grievous unto
me: for all [is] vanity and vexation of spirit.
This applies to both the saved and the unsaved. Finally,
all men, both saved and unsaved, along with all beasts,
must die from this world and leave whatever they had in
this world behind. Ecclesiastes 2:14-17 helps us to
understand
Ecclesiastes
3:18-21.
The
message
of
Ecclesiastes 3:18-21 applies to the saved as well as
the unsaved. The true believer also must give up
whatever he had in this world and his body will go to
the grave also. We read in verse 21:
Ecclesiastes 3:21 Who knoweth the spirit of man that
goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth
downward to the earth?
All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all
turn to dust again. This also applies to the true
believer. His body returns to the dust. It also applies
to the unsaved, their bodies return to the dust. The same
is true for beasts. So, one theme of the book of
Ecclesiastes is that finally, anything that anyone has
in this world is vain. Finally, we all, believers and
unbelievers, must give up whatever we have in this world.
Therefore, there is no lasting value to anything of this
world. It is all finally vanity. This theme is emphasized
in Ecclesiastes 2:14-17. It is also thepoint of
Ecclesiastes 3:18-21.
Ecclesiastes 3:18 I said in mine heart concerning the
estate of the sons of men, that God might manifest them,
and that they might see that they themselves are beasts.
Ecclesiastes 3:19 For that which befalleth the sons of
men befalleth beasts; even one thing befalleth them: as
the one dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they have all
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one breath; so that a man hath no preeminence above a
beast: for all [is] vanity.
Ecclesiastes 3:20 All go unto one place; all are of
the dust, and all turn to dust again.
Ecclesiastes 3:21 Who knoweth the spirit of man that
goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth
downward to the earth?
In the sense that everyone must finally give up
what they have of this world, “a man hath no preeminence
above a beast”. The beasts die and returnto the dust
and they lose what God provided for them in this world.
The same is true for all mankind, believers and
unbelievers. That is why “All go unto one place;all
are of the dust, and all turn to dust again”. Beasts
and the bodies of men return to the dust.
Does the word “dust” in Ecclesiastes 3:20 prove
that this passage is only speaking of the unsaved and
that they are annihilated? No. If we study the Bible,
we see that God also talks about the believers as dust.
For example we read in Psalm 103:12-15:
Psalms 103:12 As far as the east is from the west, [so]
far hath he removed our transgressions from us.
Psalms 103:13 Like as a father pitieth [his] children,
[so] the LORD pitieth them that fear him.
Psalms 103:14 For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth
that we [are] dust.
Psalms 103:15 [As for] man, his days [are] as grass:
as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. Verses 12
to 14 are talking about the true believers. Verse 15
begins a new context.
In verse 12 God is talking about His mercy towards
the true believers. Then, in verse 13 God continues to
talk about His care for the true believers. God cares
for the true believers like a father cares for his
children. Then, verse 14 continues the same context as
verse 13. By this we know that verse 14 is also talking
about the true believers. God also puts the word “for”
at the beginning of verse 14 to tie it back as a
further explanation of verse 13. In verse 14 God says
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that He pities the true believers because He knows
their “frame”. God understands that the true believers
are “dust”. The true believers are “dust” in the sense
that they have a body that is weak and frail and that
they need God’s help.
In Psalm 103:14 God refers to the true believers as
“dust”. This is not teaching that they are only dust
and that they do not have a spirit-essence. Rather,
this verse is teaching that the true believers have a
body that is made of the dust and is therefore weak and
frail.
So, in Psalm 103:14 we see that God can refer to true
believers as “dust” because they have a body made of
dust. Therefore the presence of the word “dust” in
Ecclesiastes 3:18-21 or in any other passage is not a
proof that the passage is only speaking of the unsaved
nor it is a proof that the unsaved don’t have a spiritessence. We read another relevant verse in Genesis 18:27:
Genesis 18:27 And Abraham answered and said, Behold now,
I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which [am
but] dust and ashes:
Here, Abraham refers to himself as “dust”. Yes, the
true believers also have a body made of the dust of the
Earth. But, that does not mean that they do not have a
spirit-essence. In the same way, we read verses that talk
about man being “dust”. This does not mean that those
verses are only speaking of the unsaved nor are they
teaching that the unsaved will cease to exist upon death
from this world.
Therefore, if we examine Psalm 49:12 & 20 in light
of the whole Bible, we learn that these verses do not
teach that the unsaved are literally beasts without a
spirit and subject to annihilation. Rather, theseverses
teach, that like the beasts, unsaved man has all his
possessions in this world and when he dies fromthis
world, he loses everything that he had. These verses do
not tell us what happens to unsaved man onthe other
side of the grave. So, as we have shown,
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this is not an isolated instance in Scripture. Psalm
49:20 says that “A man who has riches without
understanding is like the beasts that perish.” The word
‘beasts’ in this verse likewise refers to “animals”
(Strong 19). One might suggest that this passage is
referring to the first death and not to the second death,
but this can’t be so because rich men with understanding
as well as rich men without understanding will both
ultimately suffer the first death. Besides this, the
writer of this psalm says in verse 15 that “God will
redeem my life from the grave (Sheol); hewill surely
take me to Him.” The psalmist confidently believed that
God would redeem him from Sheol/Hades, whereas we can
confidently deduce that “the man who has riches without
understanding” will be resurrected from Sheol/Hades on
the Day of Judgment to be judged and
cast into the lake of fire, where like beasts he will
perish
“Perishing”
Whenever you see Jesus use a word such as “perish”
or “destroy,” the original word is “apollumi.” The
Greek word “apollumi” means to “to lose, or to be lost.”
It is the same word Jesus used when He said
"I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel" (Matthew
15:24).
Conjugation of לאבוֹד
Verb – PA'AL
Root:  א-  ב- ד
The initial radical of this word disappears or turns
into a vowel in inflected forms.
The first radical of this word is guttural; this
affects the adjacent vowels.
Meaning
to be lost, to stray, to perish
Singular
Verb Person
form
Masculine
Feminine
Present tense /
Participle

אוֹ ֵבד
oved
I am / you m. sg.

אוֹ ֶב ֶדת
ovedet
I am / you f. sg.
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Plural
Masculine
אוֹ ְב ִדים
ovdim
we / you m. pl. /

Feminine
תאוֹ ְבדוֹ
ovdot
we / you f. pl. /

Verb
form

Person

Past tense

Future
tense

Singular

Plural

Masculine
Feminine
are / he / it is lost are / she / it is lost
אָ ַב ְד ִתּי
1st avadeti
I was lost
ָאָ ַב ְדתּ
ְאָ ַב ְדתּ
avadeta
avadet
2nd
you m. sg. were
you f. sg. were
lost
lost
אָ ַבד
אָ ְב ָדה
avda
3rd avad
he / it was lost
she / it was lost
אובד ~ א ֹ ַ דב
1st ovad
I will be lost
תּ ֹא ַבד
יתּ ֹא ְב ִד
tovad
tovdi
2nd
you m. sg. will be you f. sg. will be
lost
lost
3rd

Imperative

Infinitive

See also
Word Root

Masculine
they m. are lost
אָ ַב ְדנוּ
avadnu
we were lost
*ֲאַב ְֶדתּם
avadetem
you m. pl. were
lost
אָ ְבדוּ
avdu
they were lost
נ ֹא ַבד
novad
we will be lost
תּ ֹא ְבדוּ
tovdu
you m. pl. will be
lost
י ֹא ְבדוּ
י ֹא ַבד
תּ ֹא ַבד
yovdu
yovad
tovad
they m. will be
he / it will be lost she / it will be lost
lost
! ִא ְב ִדי
! ִא ְבדוּ
!אבוד ~ ! ֱאב ֹד
ivdi!
evod!
(to a woman) be
(to a man) be lost!
lost!

ivdu!
(to men) be lost!

לאבוד ~ ל ֱאב ֹד
le'evod
to be lost

Part of speech

Meaning

ְלֵיהאָ ֵבד
 א-  ב-  דVerb – nif'al
lehe'aved

to be lost, to perish

ְ ַלאֵבּד
le'abed

to lose, to destroy

 א-  ב-  דVerb – pi'el
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Feminine
they f. are lost

*ֲאַב ְֶדתּן
avadeten
you f. pl. were
lost

*תּ ֹא ַב ְדנָה
tovadna
you f. pl. will be
lost
*תּ ֹא ַב ְדנָה
tovadna
they f. will be
lost
*!אבודנה ~ ! ֱאב ֹ ְ ָנדה
evodna!
(to women) be
lost!

ְלַ ֲהאִיבד
leha'avid
 א-  ב-  דVerb – hif'il
Word Root

to destroy, to demolish, to cause utter loss
Part of speech
Meaning

ְלִ ְה ַתאֵבּד
 א-  ב-  דVerb – hitpa'el
lehit'abed

to commit suicide

ֲא ֵב ָדה
Aveda

loss

 א-  ב-  דNoun – ktela pattern, feminine

ֲא ַבוֹדּן
 א-  ב-  דNoun
Avadon

destruction, devastation

אָבוּד
Avud

 א-  ב-  דAdjective – katul pattern

lost; hopeless

ִאיוּבּד
Ibud

 א-  ב-  דNoun – kittul pattern, masculine

loss, disappearance

 א ִ ְה ַתאְבּדוּת-  ב-  דNoun – hitkattlut pattern, feminine suicide
hit'abdut
<https://www.pealim.com/dict/56-leevod/>
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What do the Hebrew and Greek words means in
reference to the false doctrine of Annihilationism?
Some "teachers" are twisting, turning, and
torturing many words in the Hebrew and Greek language
and stating that they mean "total annihilation or
nothingness" - "ceasing to even exist," as they relate
to the Doctrine of Hell.
Review: Regarding the Doctrine of Hell,
there are no words in the entirety of Scripture that
can be accurately translated as "total absolute
annihilation;" not one.
Throughout the Bible, Hebrew and Greek words
interpreted as "destroy," "destruction," "perish,"
"kill," and "death," as they relate to 'Hell', never
mean "to go into absolute nothingness or oblivion. The
"gloom of utter darkness" (Jude 1:13; cf. 1:6) refers
to being cut off entirely from God, who is "light"
(John 1:9; 8:12; 1 Tim 6:16; Jas 1:17; 1 John 1:5; cf.
Isa 9:2; John 3:20; Acts 26:18; 1 Thess 5:5). The word
"gloom" in Jude 1:13 refers to "a state of depression
or despondency." To be in a "state of depression" one
must be alive.
Words such as "cut off" (Exod 31:14-15; Lev 23:2930; Rom 11:22, 24; Gal 5:12, etc.) also do not mean
"absolute nothingness," as even Jesus was "cut off"
(Dan 9:26) and is alive "forevermore" (Rev 1:18). Many
times the word "cut off" simply means to be cut off
from Israel, its congregation, etc., (Exod 12:15, 19;
30:33, 38; 31:14; Lev 7:20, 21, 25, 27; 17:4, 10, 14;
18:29; 19:8; 23:29; Num 19:13, etc.).
One of the most celebrated defenses of
Annihilationism has been from Psalm 37:20, "the
wicked...they vanish-like smoke they vanish away."
Sounds convincing? However what is the Psalm really
about? The Psalm itself is not even dealing with 'Hell';
Psalm 37:20 refers to that the fact the success, fame,
and prosperity of the wicked is as temporary as mere
smoke. However, let's say we desire to apply the
689

passage to Hell anyway - we shouldn't, but since
Annihilationist's already have, let's review their case
from their faulty perspective. Since "smoke" is an
important theme here, we should ask the obvious
question, "What is smoke?" Smoke is made of two basic
things: (1) little drops of water and (2) ash. First,
ash can't burn! Second, the reason smoke appears to
vanish away is that, as the smoke rises: (1) the
droplets of liquid water change states into gas and (2)
the ash joins the dust in the atmosphere. Therefore,
both elements in smoke still exist, but just in
different states. Therefore, there is no total
annihilation.
As you will observe, in the Old Testament below
there're many that refer to "physical destruction, not
eternal destruction" (i.e. "devoted to destruction," or
"curse;" Deut 2:34; 3:6; Judg 21:11; cf. Gal 1:8-9).
Please understand that in these notes, we're not saying
that those who died did or did not go to Hell or Heaven
(that's another topic), but simply the context of the
verse is speaking of only "physical destruction,"
whichcarries with it the idea of stopping, scattering,
putting to flight, and up to and including physical
death, etc. Yet, some of the publishers of the false
doctrine of Annihilationism desire to use these
examples of "physical destruction" and apply it to
"eternal destruction." However, unless otherwise
revealed in Scripture, this is not a proper application;
as the Bible speaks of two different types of bodies
(one that is able to die; the other is not; 1 Cor 15:44,
53) and two different types of death (one temporal and
one eternal; Matt 10:28). Besides, the physical body in
this world is never totally annihilated anyway; it
returns to the dust from which it came (Gen 2:7; Eccl
3:20; 12:7; Psa 103:14; Isa 40:15). In addition, if we
follow the Annihilationist's interpretation as such to
its logical conclusion, than the wicked can send the
righteous to total annihilation (absolute nonexistence); 'if they totally annihilate me, they
totally annihilate me' (Est 4:16, etc.) - which is
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ludicrous, as the righteous know that "to be absent
from the body is to be present with the Lord" (2 Cor
5:8).
There are words however in Hebrew that may be
translated as "annihilate." However, when regarding the
Doctrine of Hell, even they do not mean "total absolute
obliteration." As the reader will discover, a word may
be translated in numerous ways depending upon its
context. Hopefully, these charts will serve as an aid
to help keep people from false teachers (Matt 7:15;
Acts 20:28-30; 2 Tim 4:3-4; 2 Pet 2:1).
The charts below are divided into three sections:
(1) text; (2) translation; and (3) comments.
Hebrew Charts
Hebrew word "machaq" = may mean annihilate, but in context:
Text Translation
Comments
Judg 5:26 Crushed
physical destruction, not eternal
Hebrew word "shasha" = may mean annihilate, but in context:
Text Translation
Comments
lead him about at his pleasure,
Ezek 39:2 Drive
and bring him out of it

Text
Exod 10:7
Lev 23:30
Lev 26:38

Num 16:33
Num 17:12
Num17:12
Num 21:9
Num 21:30
Num 24:19

Hebrew word "abad" = may mean annihilate, but in context:
Translation
Comments
though under God's curse, Egypt still exited;
is destroyed?
even when Pharaoh's army was drowned in
Red Sea, others remained in Egypt
I will destroy
regarding physical destruction, not eternal
reference to among the nations;
up to physical destruction (enemies, flight, sword,
But you will perish
Lev 26:34-39),
not eternal
reference to Sheol (grave); physical
them, and they perished
destruction, not eternal
we are dying
regarding physical destruction, not eternal
Dying
regarding physical destruction, not eternal
You are ruined
reference to Moab
is ruined
regarding physical destruction in cities, not eternal
regarding physical destruction (war in cities), not
And will destroy
eternal
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Num 33:52
Num 33:52
Deut 4:26
Deut 4:26
Deut 7:10
Deut 7:20
Deut 7:24
Deut 8:19
Deut 8:19
Deut 8:20
Deut 8:20

you, and destroy
and destroy
that you will surely
Perish
to destroy
themselves from you perish
Perish
that you will surely
Perish
Makes
to perish

Deut 9:3

them out and destroy

Deut 11:4

Destroyed

Deut 11:17 and you will perish
Deut 12:2

You shall utterly

Deut 12:2

Destroy

Deut 12:3

and obliterate

Deut 22:3
Deut 26:5

he has lost
was a wandering

Deut 28:20 you perish

Deut 28:22 you perish

reference destruction of figured stones
reference destruction of metal images
regarding physical destruction, not eternal
regarding physical destruction, not eternal
regarding physical destruction, not eternal
reference to driving out enemies
referencing to destroying another's name
regarding physical destruction, not eternal
regarding physical destruction, not eternal
regarding physical destruction, not eternal
regarding physical destruction, not eternal
regarding destroying our enemies;
some in the enemies camp still lived (Rahab);
physical destruction, not eternal
referring to the drowning of Pharaoh's
army in Red Sea; many still alive in Egypt;
physical destruction, not eternal
regarding physical destruction (no rain = famine),
not eternal
reference to the destruction of idols, high places;
but they still existed at least as dust or chunks of
rock
reference to the destruction of idols, high places;
but they still existed at least as dust or chunks of
rock;
just no longer useful for false worship
reference to the destruction of idols, high places;
but they still existed at least as dust or chunks of
rock;
just no longer useful for false worship
reference things that are lost
reference to wandering Aramean
regarding physical illness and possible death
("curses, confusion, and frustration,"
etc,; Deut 28:20-24), not eternal
regarding physical illness and possible
("disease,""fever," "inflammation," etc.;
Deut 28:20-24), not eternal

they have caused you to
perish

reference to physical destruction, not eternal

Deut 28:63 you to make you perish

God destroyed some, not all;
he was addressing survivors through Moses

Deut 28:51
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Deut 30:18
Deut 30:18
Deut 32:28
Josh 7:7
Josh 23:13

that you shall surely
Perish
Lacking
to destroy
you perish
against you, and you will
Josh 23:16
perish
Judg 5:31 Perish
1 Sam 9:3

regarding physical destruction ("land"), not eternal

and destroyed
had destroyed

regarding physical victory over enemies
reference to lost donkeys and Saul's father;
they still existed, they were just lost (1 Sam 9:20)
reference to lost donkeys which were found;
they never ceased to exist
reference to weapons of war disappeared from sight;
but not obliterated, etc.
referencing the desertion of Ahab's line;
physical destruction, not eternal
reference the destruction of the worshippers
of Baal at certain time in history; there were
still other worshippers of Baal
referring to physical destruction, not eternal
referring to physical destruction, not eternal

So they have destroyed

referring to destruction of idols

had destroyed
to destroy
that they be destroyed
and to cause to perish
for the destruction

referring to the high places destroyed by Hezekiah
referring to physical destruction, not eternal
referring to physical destruction, not eternal
referring to physical destruction, not eternal
referring to physical destruction, not eternal
referring to physical destruction, not eternal
and that of a particular house, not all humanity
If I die a physical death, than I die a physical death
If I die a physical death, than I die a physical death
referring to physical destruction, not eternal
referencing the destruction of the Jews;
physical destruction, not eternal
king's permission for Jews to defend
themselves; physical destruction, not eternal
referencing the destruction of some in Susa;
physical destruction, not eternal
referencing the destruction of some in Susa;
physical destruction, not eternal

were lost

1 Sam 9:20 which were lost
2 Sam 1:27 perished!
2 Kings 9:8 shall perish
2
hat he might destroy
Kings 10:19
2 Kings 11:1
2 Kings 13:7
2
Kings 19:18
2 Kings 21:3
2 Kings 24:2
Est 3:9
Est 3:13
Est 4:7

regarding physical destruction, not eternal
regarding physical destruction, not eternal
referring to void of understanding
regarding physical destruction, not eternal
regarding physical destruction ("land"), not eternal

Est 4:14

will perish

Est 4:16
Est 4:16
Est 7:4

I perish
I perish
and to perish

Est 8:5

to destroy

Est 8:11

and to annihilate

Est 9:6

and destroyed

Est 9:12

and destroyed
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Est 9:24
Est 9:24
Job 3:3
Job 4:7
Job 4:9
Job 4:11
Job 4:20
Job 6:18
Job 8:13
Job 11:20
Job 12:23
Job 14:19
Job 18:17
Job 20:7
Job 29:13
Job 30:2
Job 31:19
Psa 1:6

Psa 2:12

Psa 5:6
Psa 9:3
Psa 9:5
Psa 9:6
Psa 9:18
Psa 10:16

reference to Haman who plotted to kill the Jews
physical destruction, not eternal
reference to Haman who plotted to kill the Jews
them and destroy
physical destruction, not eternal
Perish
reference the day disappearing
Perished
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
they perish
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference to physical weakness or destruction,
Perishes
not eternal
they perish
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
references to getting lost upon the
and perish
earth and perishing upon the earth
will perish
reference to the hope of the godless
reference to physical destruction
And there will be no escape
("breath their last"), not eternal
reference to God bringing nation of
then destroys
this earth to nothing
So you destroy
referencing the hope of man
of him perishes
referencing the memory of one perishing
reference the exulting of the wicked
He perishes
being short (Job 20:5)
reference blessing of him who was about
of the one ready to perish
to perish
had perished
reference old age was perished
anyone perish
references to perishing for lack of clothing
referring to eternal death forever and ever;
will perish
they shall not stand in the congregation
of the righteous (Psa 1:5)
Kiss is an act of submission (cf. 1 Sam 10:1);
the hostile kings of the nations must submit
and you perish
themselves not only to God, but also to the king
of Israel, his human representative; otherwise, God
will grant his people military victory over them
referring to discipline up to and including
You destroy
physical death; some liars will go
to Heaven other to Hell
and perish
referring to physical destruction, not eternal
You have destroyed
referring to physical destruction, not eternal
of them has perished
referring to the memory of the wicked perishing
Perish
referring hope of the poor not perishing
referring to the wicked disappearing
have perished
from the land, by many secondary causes
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to destroy

Psa 21:10

you will destroy

Psa 31:12

like a broken

Psa 37:20

will perish

Psa 41:5
Psa 49:10

Perish
Perish

Psa 68:2

Perish

Psa 73:27

from you will perish

Psa 80:16

They perish

Psa 83:17

them perish

Psa 92:9 will perish
Psa 102:26 Even they will perish
Psa 122:10 will perish
Psa 119:92 I would have perished
Psa 119:95 for me to destroy

referring to physical destruction, not eternal
referring to being emotionally broken
exhausted, depressed, etc.
smoke appears to the eyes to disappear:
smoke is made of ash and drops of water;
ash cannot burn up; as smoke rises the water
evaporates and the ash mixes with the dust;
so ash and water continue to exist
in a different state (1 Cor 15:44, 53)
referring to physical destruction, not eternal
referring to physical destruction, not eternal
wicked melt like wax; as the candle burns,
solid wax becomes liquid and then evaporates
to become a gas; the gaseous wax burns in
oxygen to produce water, carbon dioxide, heat,
and light; the candle also produces carbon,
in the form of the black soot on a spoon;
it is glowing soot that causes the candle
give out light; the small amount of wax on the
spoon is the unburnt gaseous wax which
has condensed on the cold spoon and turned
back into solid wax; so the wax still exists in;
it’s not totally annihilated
reference to eternal destruction;
forever and ever (Psa 73:18-22);
"far from you shall perish" = "far off"
(Luke 16:19-31; cf. Luke 15:11-32
- "far county")
Psa 80:15 we see that Israel, the vine,
is also God's son; Jesus the true Vine
is the true and unique Son, through whom
the relation of sonship is restored; the nation
typified by the vine, the Israel of God, is perishing;
perishing at the rebuke of God's countenance;
because his favour is withdrawn from them
referring to physical destruction, not eternal
(Psa 83:13-16)
reference to eternal destruction (Psa 92:7)
referring to the earth getting old
referring to the desire of the wicked perishing
reference to both physical and
eternal destruction
referring to physical destruction , not eternal
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Psa 119:176 like a lost
Psa 142:4

me; There is no

Psa 143:12
Psa 146:4
Prov 1:32
Prov 10:28
Prov 11:7
Prov 11:7

And destroy
Perish
will destroy
Perishes
will perish
Perishes

Prov 11:10 Perish

Prov 19:9

will perish

Prov 21:28 will perish
Prov 28:28
Prov 29:3
Prov 31:6
Eccl 3:6
Eccl 5:14
Eccl 7:7
Eccl 7:15
Eccl 9:6
Eccl 9:18
Isa 28:14
Isa 27:13
Isa 29:14
Isa 37:19
Isa 41:11
Isa 57:1
Isa 60:12
Jer 1:10
Jer 4:9
Jer 6:21

themselves: but when they
perish
Wastes
to him who is perishing
to give up as lost
were lost
Corrupts
who perishes

reference to sin, but not total annihilation
because of it
reference to there being no natural
refuge for safety
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference to the hope of the wicked
reference to the hope of the wicked
reference to the hope of wealth for the wicked
a city is blessed by the righteous and overthrown by;
the unrighteous. The city rejoices when
the righteous rule and when the unrighteous
are removed from their wicked rule
reference liars will die;
physical destruction, not eternal
false witness will perish; physical destruction,
not eternal
reference physical destruction, not eternal

reference to wasting wealth
reference physical destruction, not eternal
reference physical destruction, not eternal
reference loss of wealth in bad venture
reference to the corruption of bribery
reference to a righteous man dying
reference physical destruction, not eternal
Perished
(Prov Eccl 9:5)
Destroys
reference to sinners destroying much good
them, And You have wiped reference to physical destruction, not eternal
and those who were
reference to those perishing in Assyria
perishing
will perish
reference to wisdom of wise men perishing
So they have destroyed
reference to wicked idols
and will perish
reference to the plans of the wicked
Perishes
reference to the righteous perishing
you will perish
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
to destroy
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
will fail
reference to courage failing
reference fathers, sons, neighbors,
will perish
friends perishing
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Jer 7:28
Jer 9:12
Jer 10:15
Jer 12:17
Jer 15:7
Jer 18:7
Jer 18:18
Jer 23:1
Jer 25:10
Jer 25:35
Jer 27:10

Jer 31:28
Jer 40:15
Jer 46:8
Jer 48:8
Jer 48:36
Jer 48:46
Jer 49:7
Jer 49:38
Jer 50:6
Jer 51:18
Jer 51:55

has perished
Ruined
they will perish
and destroy
I will destroy
or to destroy
is not going to be lost
who are destroying
Moreover, I will take
will perish
you out and you will perish
you out and that you may
perish
to destroy
would perish?
I will surely destroy
also will be ruined
they have lost
have perished
been lost
And destroy
Lost
they will perish
And He will make

Lam 2:9

He has destroyed

Jer 27:15

Lam 3:18
Ezek 6:3
Ezek 7:26
Ezek 12:22
Ezek 19:5
Ezek 22:27
Ezek 25:7
Ezek 25:16
Ezek 26:17
Ezek 28:16
Ezek 30:13

has perished
on you, and I will destroy
will be lost
Fails
was lost
Destroying
and make you perish
and destroy
you have perished
And I have destroyed
I will also destroy

reference to truth perishing
reference to the destruction of land
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference to the law not perishing
reference to leaders scattering sheep
reference to the voice of gladness being taken away
reference to no refuge for the shepherds
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference Judah perishing
reference physical destruction, not eternal
reference physical destruction, not eternal
reference to the perishing of riches
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference to counsel perishing
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference to lost sheep
reference to idols
reference to laying waste to Babylon
reference to the destruction wall of
the daughter of Zion
reference to endurance perishing
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference to visions failing
reference to losing hope
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference to idols>
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Ezek 32:13
Ezek 34:4
Ezek 34:16
Ezek 37:11
Joel 1:11
Amos 1:8
Amos 2:14
Amos 3:15
Obad 1:8
Obad 1:12

I will also destroy
for the lost
the lost
has perished
is destroyed
will perish
will perish
will also perish
Destroy
of their destruction
about us so that we will not
Jonah 1:6
perish
Jonah 1:14 do not let us perish
Jonah 3:9 so that we will not perish
Jonah 4:10 and perished
Micah 4:9 Perished
Micah 5:10 you And destroy
Micah 7:2 has perished
Zeph 2:5 And I will destroy
Zeph 2:13 And destroy
Zech 9:5 will perish

reference to destruction of beasts
reference not helping the lost
reference to seeking the lost
reference to a loss of hope
reference to a lost harvest
reference to the remnant of the Philistines
reference to flight perishing
reference to great wealth perishing
reference to destroying the wise men out of Edom
reference to not gloating over other's misfortune
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference to a perishing plant
reference to counselor perishing
reference dusting chariots
reference to the godly perishing
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference destruction of Syria
reference king shall perishing from Gaza

Hebrew word "kalah" = may mean annihilate, but in context:
Text
Translation
Comments
referring to God's work of creation;
Gen 2:1
were completed
God is immanent, he is still at other work
therefore not the annihilation of all God's work
referring to God's work of creation;
Gen 2:2
Completed
God is immanent, he is still at other work
therefore not the annihilation of all God's work
Gen 6:16 and finish
about Noah finishing his work
referring to God talking; God talked again;
Gen 17:22 When He finished
therefore not the annihilation of God talking
referring to God talking; God talked again;
Gen 18:33 as he had finished
therefore not the annihilation of God talking
Gen 21:15 was used up
referencing water, not people
Gen 24:15 he had finished
referring to Isaac talking; he would talk again;
therefore not the annihilation of Isaac speaking
Gen 24:19 Now when she had finished referencing water, not people
Gen 24:19 they have finished
referencing water and camels, not people
Gen 24:22 had finished
referencing water and camels, not people
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Gen 24:45

I had finished

Gen 27:30

had finished

Gen 41:30

will ravage

Gen 41:53

came to an end

Gen 43:2

they had finished

Gen 44:12

and ending

Gen 49:33

Finished

Exod 5:13

Complete
have you not
completed

Exod 5:14

Exod 31:18 When He had finished
Exod 32:10

against them and that
I may destroy

Exod 32:12 and to destroy

Exod 33:3

destroy
[or consume]

Exod 33:5

I would destroy
[or consume]

Exod 34:53 had finished

Exod 39:22 was completed

Exod 40:33 Finished

referring to Isaac speaking; he would talk again;
therefore not the annihilation of Isaac talking
referencing Isaac believing Jacob; Isaac
blesses Esau too (Gen 27:38-40);
therefore this is not the annihilation of blessings
only "seven years of famine" (Gen 41:30, 53)
therefore not total annihilation
referring to seven years of plenty
referring to eating food, not people being
annihilated
speaking of descent in order from oldest to youngest
referring to Jacob talking to his sons;
don't we talk to others in Heaven
therefore this is not the annihilation of Jacob talking
referencing Israel completing their work; daily task
referencing Israel completing their work; making
bricks
referencing Moses talking; Moses talked again later;
therefore not annihilation of Moses talking
referring to physical destruction, not eternal; God
blotted them out of the book of the physical
living (Exod 32:33); he sent a plague (Exod 32:35)
referring to physical destruction, not eternal; God
blotted them out of the book of the physical
living (Exod 32:33); he sent a plague (Exod 32:35)
referring to physical destruction, not eternal; God
blotted them out of the book of the physical
living (Exod 32:33); he sent a plague (Exod 32:35);
use of "consume" (Exod 32:10, 12; 33:3, 5)
referring to physical destruction, not eternal;
God blotted them out of the book of the physical
living (Exod 32:33); he sent a plague
(Exod 32:35); use of "consume"
(Exod 32:10, 12; 33:3, 5)
referring to Moses talking;
Moses talked again later; therefore not
he annihilation of Moses talking
referring to a meeting; Israel had other
meetings; therefore not the annihilation
of all meetings
referencing Moses finishing the work
of the tabernacle; Moses did other work;
therefore not the annihilation of Moses' work
699

Lev 16:20

When he finishes

Lev 19:9

thou shalt not
wholly reap

Lev 23:22

thou shalt not make
clean riddance

Lev 26:16

that will waste away

Lev 26:44

them as to destroy

Num 4:15
Num 7:1

have finished
had finished

Num 16:21 that I may consume
Num 16:31 As he finished
Num 16:45 that I may consume

Num 17:10

that you may put
an end

Deut 7:22

them, so that I did
not destroy [or consume]
to put an end

Deut 20:9

have finished

Num 25:11

Deut 26:12 you have finished
Deut 28:12 He has consumed
Deut 31:24 Finished
Deut 32:33 on them; I will use
Deut 32:45 had finished
Josh 8:24

had finished

Josh 10:20 had finished

referencing a holy day; there were other holy days;
therefore not the annihilation of all holy days
referencing gleaning of crops; there would
be other crops to be gleaned; therefore not
the annihilation of all crops or gleaning
referencing gleaning of crops; there would
be other crops to be gleaned; therefore not
the annihilation of all crops or gleaning
referencing wasting disease
the Lord will not abhor them so as to destroy
them utterly and break my covenant with them
referencing covering the sanctuary
referencing setting up the tabernacle
referencing physical destruction, not eternal;
earth open and swallowed them (Num 16:29-35)
referencing Moses talking; Moses talked again;
therefore not the annihilation of Moses talking
referencing physical destruction, not eternal;
a plague that didn't consume all
(Num 16:46-49)
referencing the end of grumbling;
there was grumbling again;
therefore not the annihilation of grumbling
referencing physical destruction, not eternal
referencing clearing away nations
referencing officers talking to the people
the officers spoke again: therefore
not the annihilation of the officers talking
referencing paying all the tithe the 3rd year;
Israel did this for decades;
therefore not the annihilation of 3rd year tithes
referencing Gods' curse of consuming
the disobedient off the land
referencing Moses writing the Book of the Law
referencing Gods' curse up to
and including physical death
referring Moses talking; Moses talked again;
therefore not the annihilation of Moses talking
referencing physical destruction
("sword"), not eternal
referencing physical destruction ("great blow"),
not eternal
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Josh 19:49
Josh 19:51
Josh 24:20
Judg 3:18
Judg 15:17

Ruth 2:21

Ruth 2:23

Ruth 3:3
Ruth 3:18
1 Sam 2:33
1 Sam 3:12
1 Sam 10:13
1 Sam 13:10
1 Sam 15:18
1 Sam 18:1
1 Sam 20:7
1 Sam 20:9
1 Sam 24:16
1 Sam 25:17
2 Sam 6:18
2 Sam 11:19
2 Sam 13:36
2 Sam 3:39

When they finished
So they finished
and consume
he had finished

referencing apportioning the land
referencing apportioning the land
referencing physical destruction, not eternal
referencing presenting the tribute
referencing Samson talking;
When he had finished
Samson talked again; therefore
this is not the annihilation of Samson talking
referencing the finishing of harvest;
the harvest still existed; therefore
they have finished
this is not the annihilation
of harvests
referencing the end of barley and wheat harvests;
the end
the harvest still existed; therefore
this is not the annihilation of harvests
referencing eating and drinking;
they would eat and drink again;
he has finished
therefore this is not the annihilation
of eating/drinking
he has settled
referencing settling a matter
will fail
referencing weeping
to end
concerning the fulfilling of prophecy
When he had finished
concerning the speaking of prophecy
As soon as he finished
referencing finishing the burnt offering
referencing physical destruction ("fight"), not
they are exterminated
eternal
referencing talking; it wasn't the last time
about when he had finished he talked; therefore not the annihilation
of talking
that he has decided
referencing determining to evil
has been decided
referencing determining to evil>
referencing David talking; he would talk again;
had finished
therefore not the annihilation of David talking
is plotted
referencing the determining of harm of another
or determined
referring to offering the burnt offerings
had finished
and the peace offerings
When you have finished
referencing a messenger telling news
reference to Jonadab speaking; he would
As soon as he had finished speak again; so this is not
the annihilation of him speaking again
Longed
referencing David's desire to go out to Absalom
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2 Sam 21:5 Consumed
2 Sam 22:38 they were consumed
1 Kings 1:41 as they finished
1 Kings 3:1 he had finished
1 Kings 6:9 and finished
1 Kings 6:14 and finished
1 Kings 6:38 was finished
1 Kings 7:1 and he finished
1 Kings 7:40 Finished
1 Kings 8:54 had finished
1 Kings 9:1 had finished
1
Kings 17:14
1
Kings 17:14
1
Kings 17:16
1
Kings 22:11
2
Kings 10:25

shall not be exhausted

reference jar of flour shall not being spent
reference jug of oil no being empty
reference jar of flour not being spent;
neither the jug of oil becoming empty

they are consumed

reference to physical destruction, not eternal

about, as soon as he had
finished

reference to burnt offering

2
you have destroyed
Kings 13:17
2
you would have destroyed
Kings 13:19
1 Chron 16:2 had finished
1 Chron
27:24
1 Chron
28:20

referring to physical destruction ("hang,"
2 Sam 21:6), not eternal
referring to physical destruction ("thrust them
through,"
2 Sam 23:39), not eternal
reference to eating; they would eat again;
therefore it is not the annihilation of eating
reference to Solomon building his own house
and the house of the Lord and the wall
around Jerusalem
reference to Solomon budding the temple
reference to Solomon budding the temple
reference to Solomon finished building
the house
reference to Solomon finished building
the house
reference to Hiram finishing all his work
for Solomon
reference Solomon finishing his prayers
reference to Solomon building the house
of the Lord

but did not finish
is finished

reference to physical death ("bow," "shoot,"
"arrow," "fight," "strike;" 2 Kings 13:15-18),
not eternal
reference to physical destruction ("bow," "shoot,"
"arrow," "fight;" "strike," 2 Kings 13:15-18),
not eternal
referencing David finishing the burnt offerings
and the peace offerings
reference Joab not finish the count
of Israel
reference all the work to be finished
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had not destroyed
it was finished

referencing Hiram finishing the work
Solomon gave him to do
reference consuming the burnt offering
referencing Solomon finishing the house
of the Lord
reference those not physically destroyed
reference the work of Solomon being finished

they are consumed

referring to physical destruction, not eternal

2 Chron 4:11 Finished
had finished 2 Chron 7:1
2 Chron 7:11 Finished
2 Chron 8:8
2 Chron 8:16
2 Chron
18:10
2 Chron
20:23
2 Chron
24:10
2 Chron
24:14
2 Chron
29:17
2 Chron
29:28
2 Chron
29:29
2 Chron
29:34
2 Chron 31:1

and when they had finished
they had finished
When they had finished

referring to physical destruction ("ambush,"
2 Chron 20:22), not eternal
reference bringing their tax and
dropping into the chest
reference bringing their tax and
dropping into the chest

and finished

regarding consecration of temple

was finished

regarding finishing the burnt offering

Now at the completion

regarding finishing the burnt offering

was completed

reference flaying the burnt offerings

was finished

referring to after the blessing
of the people
2 Chron 31:1 they had destroyed them all references tearing down the high places
2 Chron 31:7 and finished
reference finishing piling up the heaps
2 Chron
in order to fulfill
reference the Word of God being fulfilled
36:22
Fzra 1:1 in order to fulfill
reference the Word of the Lord being fulfilled
reference to after the burnt offering
Ezra 9:1 had been completed
and other things
Ezra 9:14 of destruction
reference physical destruction, not eternal
referring to the finishing of the examination
Ezra 10:17 They finished
of one another of the men who had
married foreign women
Neh 4:2
Can they finish
referring to finishing up in a day
reference Haman thinking there
Est 7:7
had been determined
was intense harm toward him
Job 4:9
hey come to an end
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
Job 7:6
And come to an end
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
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Job 7:9

Vanishes

Job 9:22
Job 11:20
Job 17:5
Job 19:27

He destroys
will fail
will fail
Faints

Job 31:16

to fail

Job 33:21

wastes away

Job 36:11

They will end

Psa 18:37
Psa 31:10

they were consumed
is spent

Psa 37:20

They vanish

Psa 37:20

they vanish

I am perishing
Destroy
Destroy
Fail
Fails
Consumed
are ended

clouds appear to vanish to the naked eye;
because their ice-type crystals go to a
gaseous state when they heat up
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference to going old and physical
death, not eternal
reference to going old
reference completing one's days
in prosperity
reference overcoming physical enemies
reference life wasting away
reference physical destruction, not eternal;
smoke appears to the eyes to disappear:
smoke is made of ash and drops of water;
ash cannot burn up; as smoke rises the water
evaporates and the ash mixes with the dust;
so ash and water continue to exist in
but in a different state (1 Cor 15:44, 53)
reference physical destruction, not eternal;
smoke appears to the eyes to disappear:
smoke is made of ash and drops of water;
ash cannot burn up; as smoke rises the water
evaporates and the ash mixes with the dust;
so ash and water continue to exist in
but in a different state (1 Cor 15:44, 53)
reference being rebuked for sin (Psa 39:11),
physical destruction, not eternal
reference the physical destruction of
enemies (Psa 59:10), not eternal
reference the physical destruction of
enemies (Psa 59:10), not eternal
reference waiting on God to deliver
from enemies (Psa 69:4)
reference to God not forsaking one
when they get up in years;
imprecation against enemies
reference asking God to deal with our accusers;
imprecation against enemies
reference the end of David's prayers
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reference to person's strength and power
growing frail, but God's doesn't
reference imprecation against enemies;
Destroy
up to and including physical death, not eternal
reference the physical destruction of some;
So he brought
secondary cause to other's
repentance (Psa 76:34; 2 Cor 7:10)
Faints
reference to God's justice
For we have been consumed reference to God's just anger for sin (Psa 90:7)
We have finished
reference to growing old
smoke appears to the eyes to disappear:
smoke is made of ash and drops of water
ash cannot burn up; as smoke rises the water
have been consumed
evaporates and the ash mixes with the dust;
so ash and water continue to exist in
different state (1 Cor 15:44, 53)
Longing
reference to deliverance by God
Longing
reference to longing for God's promises
Destroyed
reference to the attacks of one's enemies
Longing
reference to longing for God's promises
reference to asking God for deliverance
Psa 143:7 Fails
if not, he may meet with physical death
Prov 5:11 are consumed
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
Prov 16:30 Brings
reference bringing evil to come to pass
Prov 22:8 will perish
reference to the fact that evil will ultimately fail
reference to judgment of the unfaithful city;
Isa 1:28
will come to an end
physical death, not eternal
reference to God's judgment on Assyria;
Isa 10:18 And he will destroy
physical destruction, not eternal
Isa 10:25 will be spent
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
Isa 15:6
Died
reference to dying grass
Isa 16:4
has ceased
reference the ceasing of destruction
Isa 21:16 will terminate
reference to glory of Kedar coming to an end
Isa 24:13 is done
reference end of grape harvest
Isa 27:10 Consume
reference redemption of Israel
Isa 29:20 is consumed
regarding God's justice (Isa 26:5; 28:6, 17)
regarding Egypt; reference physical destruction,
Isa 31:3
of them will come to an end
not eternal
Isa 32:10 is ended
reference failing grape harvest
Isa 49:4
I have spent
reference using up one's strength
may fail
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Jer 5:3

you have consumed

Jer 8:20

is ended

Jer 9:16

I have consumed

Jer 10:25

him and consumed

Jer 14:6

Fail

Jer 14:12

I am going to make an end

Jer 16:4

and come to an end

Jer 20:18

have been spent

Jer 26:8

Finished

Jer 43:1

had finished

Jer 44:27

they are completely gone

Jer 49:37

I have consumed

Jer 51:63
Lam 2:11
Lam 2:22
Lam 3:22
Lam 4:11
Jer 4:17

Ezek 4:8

And as soon as you finish
Fail
Consumed
Fail
has accomplished
Failed
when thou hast
accomplished
you have completed

Ezek 5:12

or be consumed

Ezek 5:13

will be spent

Ezek 5:13

when I have spent

Ezek 4:6

reference to physical destruction of some,
not eternal
reference end of summer
reference to scattering and killing with
the sword; physical destruction, not eternal
reference to the death of some of Israel
physical destruction, not eternal
reference famine, sword, and pestilence;
physical destruction, not eternal
reference famine, sword, and pestilence;
physical destruction, not eternal
reference diseases, sword, famine;
physical destruction, not eternal
reference spending days in shame
reference to Jeremiah being finished speaking;
he would speak again, so not
the annihilation of speaking
reference to Jeremiah being finished speaking;
he would speak again, so not
the annihilation of speaking
reference to sword and by famine;
physical destruction, not eternal
reference judgment on Edom with the sword:
physical destruction, not eternal
reference the finishing reading of a book
reference to weeping
reference physical destruction, not eternal
reference God's unending mercies
reference judgment upon Israel
reference to weariness
reference the things ordered by the Lord
reference completing days of a siege
reference to being consumed by famine;
physical destruction, not eternal
reference pestilence, famine, sword,
scattering (Ezek 5:12, 16-17); physical
destruction, not eternal
reference pestilence, famine, sword,
scattering (Ezek 5:12, 16-17); physical destruction,
not eternal
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Ezek 6:12

Thus will I spend

Ezek 7:8

on you and spend

Ezek 13:14 you will be consumed
Ezek 13:15 Thus I will spend
Ezek 20:8

on them, to accomplish

Ezek 20:13 to consume

Ezek 20:21 on them, to accomplish
Ezek 22:31
Ezek 42:15
Ezek 43:23
Ezek 43:27

on them; I have consumed
Now when he had finished
When you have finished
When they have completed

Dan 11:16

Accomplish

Dan 11:36
Dan 12:7
Dan 12:7

is finished
and as soon as they finish
will be completed

Hos 11:6

And will demolish

Amos 7:2
Zech 5:4

it had finished
and consume

Mal 3:6

are not consumed

reference pestilence, sword, famine (Isa 6:11-12);
physical destruction, not eternal
reference to judgment; physical destruction, not
eternal
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference to see dying in the wilderness (Ezek 20:926);
physical destruction, not eternal
reference to see dying in the wilderness (Ezek 20:926);
physical destruction, not eternal
reference to see dying in the wilderness (Ezek 20:926);
physical destruction, not eternal
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
reference measuring the interior of the temple area
reference to purifying the altar
reference to the completion of days
reference defeat of the kings of the
south and north; physical destruction ("sword and
flame,
by captivity and plunder," Dan 11:33), not eternal
referencing end of the indignation of the king
reference an end to power
reference an end of certain wonders (Dan 12:6)
reference to physical destruction ("sword"), not
eternal
reference an end to eating
referencing God accomplishing his curse
regarding God's covenant promise;
he preserves a remnant

Hebrew word "charam" = may mean annihilate, but in context:
Text
Translation
Comments
be accursed, anathematized, devoted to
destruction,
as the word used signifies: the Targum of
Exod 22:20 shall be utterly destroyed
Jonathan is, he shall be killed with the sword,
and his goods consumed, not only lose his life
but his substance, and so be destroyed in body and
estate
Lev 21:18 he who has a disfigured
reference deformity
707

Lev 27:28
Lev 27:29

sets apart
may have been set apart

Num 21:2

then I will utterly destroy

Num 21:3

then they utterly destroyed

Deut 2:34
Deut 3:6
Deut 3:6

and utterly destroyed
we utterly destroyed
Destroyed
them, then you shall utterly
destroy

Deut 7:2
Deut 7:2

Destroy

Deut 13:15 utterly destroying
Deut 20:17
Deut 20:17
Josh 2:10
Josh 6:18

But you shall utterly
Destroy
you utterly destroyed
that you do not covet

Josh 6:21

They utterly destroyed

Josh 8:26

he had utterly destroyed

Josh 10:1

and had utterly destroyed

Josh 10:28

he utterly destroyed

Josh 10:35

and he utterly destroyed

Josh 10:37

And he utterly destroyed

Josh 10:39

and utterly destroyed

reference to offerings
reference to physical destruction, not eternal
anathematized them, and devoted them to
destruction,
but did not literally conquer them until later (Josh
12:14),
and not all were killed (Josh 9:21)
anathematized them, and devoted them to
destruction,
but did not literally conquer them until later (Josh
12:14),
and not all were killed (Josh 9:21)
referring to physical destruction, not eternal
referring to physical destruction, not eternal
referring to physical destruction, not eternal
clearly not everyone, as they were commanded
"not intermarry with them" (Deut 7:3)
clearly not everyone, as they were commanded
"not intermarry with them" (Deut 7:3)
referring to physical destruction ("sword"), not
eternal
referring to physical destruction, not eternal
referring to physical destruction, not eternal
referring to physical destruction, not eternal
referring to physical destruction, not eternal
referring to physical destruction (sword"), not
eternal
referring to physical destruction, not eternal;
hanged the king of Ai and threw his body at the
gate of the city (Josh 8:29)
referring to Ai and Jericho; referring to physical
destruction,
not eternal
referring to physical destruction ("sword"), not
eternal
referring to physical destruction ("sword," Josh
10:37),
not eternal
referring to physical destruction ("sword"), not
eternal
referring to physical destruction ("sword"), not
eternal
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Josh 10:40

but he utterly destroyed

Josh 11:11

utterly destroying

Josh 11:12

utterly destroyed

Josh 11:20

that he might utterly destroy

Josh 11:21

utterly destroyed

Judge 1:17 and utterly destroyed

Judge 21:11 you shall utterly destroy

1 Sam 15:3 and utterly destroy
1 Sam 15:8 and utterly destroyed
1 Sam 15:9 to destroy
1 Sam 15:9 them utterly
1 Sam 15:15 we have utterly destroyed
1 Sam 15:18 and utterly destroy
1 Sam 15:20 and have utterly destroyed
1 Kings 9:21 to destroy utterly
2
destroying them completely
Kings 19:11
1 Chron 4:41 and destroyed them utterly
2 Chron
20:23

Destroying

2 Chron
32:14

utterly destroyed

struck them with the "edge of the sword" (Josh
10:39, 41),
referring to physical destruction,
not eternal
referring to physical destruction ("sword"), not
eternal
referring to physical destruction ("sword"), not
eternal
referring to physical destruction ("in battle"), not
eternal
referring to physical destruction ("in battle," Josh
11:20),
not eternal
referring to physical destruction ("defeated"), not
eternal
referring only to males and women who were not
virgins;
referring to physical destruction
,not eternal
referring to physical destruction
("sword," 1 Sam 15:8), not eternal
referring to physical destruction ("sword"), not
eternal
Saul disobeyed and "did not" utterly destroy them
"did not" destroy Agag, etc.
Saul disobeyed and "did not" utterly destroy them
"did not" destroy Agag, etc.
referring to physical destruction, not eternal
referring to physical destruction ("fight against
them) until they are consumed"),
not eternal
referring to physical destruction, not eternal
"were unable to devote to destruction"
referring to physical destruction,
not eternal
referring to physical destruction, not eternal
referring to physical destruction, not eternal
referring to physical destruction ("all helped to
destroy
one another"), not eternal
referring to physical destruction, not eternal
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Ezra 10:8

should be forfeited

reference forfeiture of property
destroy the tongue of the Egyptian sea;
Isa 11:14-15 will utterly destroy
illusion to Red Sea
referring to the judgment of last day; continuous
Isa 34:2
He has utterly destroyed
destruction in Hell (Isa 14:15-16; 66:24;
Luke 13:28; 16:9-31)
Isa 37:11 destroying them completely. referring to physical destruction, not eternal
Jer 25:9
and I will utterly destroy
"an everlasting desolation" (Jer 25:29)
judgment is uttered against Babylon;
Jer 50:21 and utterly destroy
"Merathaim" and Pekod" are puns on
Babylonian place-names (Marratu, Puqudu)
Jer 50:26 And utterly destroy
judgment is uttered against Babylon
Jer 51:3
destroy utterly
judgment is uttered against Babylon
Dan 11:44 and annihilate
"many," and not "all" to destruction
"many," and not "all." God is looking with
Mic 4:13 beat in pieces many peoples disdainful laughter at heir puny efforts to
overthrow the ruler he has established.
Hebrew word "balaq" = may mean annihilate, but in context:
Text Translation Comments

The charts below are divided into three sections: (1)
text; (2) translation; and (3) comments.
Greek Charts
Text

Matt 7:13

Matt 26:8
Mark 14:4

John 17:12

Acts 8:20

Greek word "apoleia" = may mean annihilate, but in context:
Meaning
Comments
eternal destruction; waste; Matt 26:8;
Mark 14:4;
Destruction
eternal as this is what the Lord in his perfect
justice ordained;
cut down and thrown into the fire; Matt 7:19
wasted perfume according to disciples;
Waste
perfume still existed though it was wasted
wasted perfume according to disciples;
Waste
perfume still existed though it was wasted
lost, Judas; perdition, Hell;
final state of ruin and punishment;
Destruction
Beast going to destruction (Rev 17:8, 11
eternal fire; Rev 20:10)
Peter didn't want Simon's money (perish
Perish
with you) but the money still existed
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Rom 9:22 Destruction

Phil 1:28 Destruction
Phil 3:19 Destruction

2 Thess
2:3

Destruction

1 Tim 6:9 Destruction

Heb 10:39 Destroyed

2 Pet 2:1

used twice; (1) destructive and (2)
destruction

2 Pet 2:3 Destruction
2 Pet 3:7 Destruction
2 Pet 3:16 Destruction
Rev 17:8 Destruction

Rev 17:11 Destruction

John 3:18; Jude 1:4; "prepared"
for destruction Hell was "made" for the
devil and his "sent ones," (Matt 25:41; the seed
of the
serpent; Gen 3:15)
destruction; reveals wrath already
upon the wicked; John 3:36
[eternal] destruction compared with
eternal citizenship; Phil 3:20; eternal perdition
contrasted
to eternal Savior token of perdition meaning
there is more to come, so they will be living
in Hell
son of destruction, therefore living;
same character as Judas; John 17:12;
everlasting destruction; Rev 20:10
meaning physical ruin and destruction;
wreck and ruin of the body
turn back to destruction; Lot's wife
looked back; turned into a pillar of salt, now
still
exists in another form; salt in biblical times was
a
preservative; unbelievers will be preserved
(kept alive)
in everlasting judgment (cf. 2 Pet 21-22)
God owns the wicked/false teachers; they have
destructive teachings and their condemnation
was set long ago; 2 Pet 2:3; John 3:18, 36;
Jude 1:4
condemnation and judgment are surely coming
destruction of ungodly; fire of judgment;
chapter uses images of fire, burn, dissolved,
and melt = precursor to Hell
twisting of Scripture to their own destruction; 2
Pet 2:1
and go to destruction; Beast going
to eternal destruction; Rev 20:10; John 17:12;
Rev 17:11
and it goes to destruction Beast going
to eternal destruction; Rev 20:10; John 17:12;
Rev 17:8

Greek word "olethros" = may mean annihilate, but in context:
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Text

Meaning

Comments

destruction of flesh;
purpose spirit may be saved
church discipline
1 Thess 5:3 sudden destruction Second Coming; wicked destined for eternal wrath;1 Thess 5:9
2 Thess 1:9 Destruction
eternal destruction;
both of soul and body
cut off from Lord's presence (face)
harmful utter ruin;
1 Tim 6:9 Ruin
irrecoverable physical wreck and ruin of the body
1 Cor 5:5 Destruction

<https://thirdmill.org/answers/answer.asp/file/46714>

Being turned to ashes is the Second Death - 2
Luke 17:29 But the same day that Lot went out of
Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and
destroyed [them] all.
Luke is specifically referring here to what will
happen to the ungodly on judgment day when they are
thrown into the lake of fire. (Revelation 21:8) because
this will be the only time that all the ungodly will
experience a fate comparable to the judgment of Sodom
and Gomorrah.
Every Godly person in Bible days would have
naturally and automatically assumed the lake of fire
will be a physical fire on earth that destroys the
corpses of dead people. (Just like the fire in Gehenna
in Jerusalem that will destroy corpses at the beginning
of the Millennium, referred to by Jesus when quoting :
Isaiah 66:23 And it shall come to pass, [that] from
one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to
another, shall all flesh come to worship before me,
saith the LORD.
Christians are not bound to keep the Jewish Sabbath
or new moons, Ga 4 10,11 Col 2:16; but New Testament
worship is often expressed by Old Testament phrases.
The Jews were only obliged to appear three times in a
year at Jerusalem, but (saith the prophet) the gospel
church shall worship God from one.
There will be Sabbaths in the Millennium:
Colossians 2:16 Let no man therefore judge you in
meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of
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the new moon, or of the Sabbath [days]:
Colossians 2:17 Which are a shadow of things to come;
but the body [is] of Christ.
"Isaiah 66:24 And they shall go forth, and look upon
the carcases of the men that have transgressed against
me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their
fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto
all flesh.
This is the contrast between the people who will be
enjoying the benefits of the Lord in the Millennium,
coming there to worship and honor Him and the contrast
is the people who didn't do what they were supposed to
do. They ate of the abominations. There will be a lake
of fire on the earth. And people will be able to look at
these carcases. when Jesus used the word “ Gehenna ” in
Matthew 5:22, 29-30 and its parallel passage Mark 9:4348, He was quoting a prophecy from Isaiah 66:24 which
clearly refers to “all flesh” (all physical humanity)
looking at the “corpses” (dead physical bodies)of evil
people.
This tells us that what will happen as described in
this passage will occur under a physical moon, the same
moon you see when you look up at the sky. It tells us
that the time frame for this prophecy’s fulfillment
will be while this present earth is still here, before
the new heavens and the new earth come into being (Rev.
21:1) –in other words this is a prophecy about the
millennium when Jesus returns to reign over the earth
for 1,000 years. (Rev. 20:1-6). The prophecy then
continues:
'all flesh' - This verse talks about “all flesh”,
obviously referring to physical mankind in physical
bodies walking around on earth, looking upon “corpses”.
There is no such thing as a “spirit corpse”. Even if
there was, how could “all flesh” (all physical mankind)
“look upon” it?
This will happen while the Moon is still in the sky
– the same Moon we look at every night. The Moon is
physical. The people (“all flesh”) are physical. The
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corpses are physical. The physical people will look at
the physical corpses with their physical eyes. If the
people were to take their eyes off the corpses and look
up at night, they would see the physical moon.
Everything in these verses is physical. Therefore the
worms and the fire referred to in these verses have to
be physical too. The prophet Isaiah, and Jesus who
quoted him, predicted that these events will occur in a
physical valley, spoken of several times in the Old
Testament, called the Valley of Gehinnom or the Valley
of the Son of Hinnom or the Valley of Gehenna. This
proves beyond any shadow of doubt that every single
time Jesus used the word “Gehenna” He was simply
referring to the physical place in Jerusalem that will
be the site of this future prophecy recorded in Isaiah
66:23-24. This proves beyond any shadow of doubt that
every single time Jesus used the word “Gehenna” He was
simply referring to the physical place in Jerusalem
that will be the site of this future prophecy recorded
in Isaiah 66:23-24.
Jesus never talked about hell; He only talked about
events prophesied in the Old Testament that will occur
in a physical valley in Jerusalem in the future. There
is absolutely no evidence whatsoever in accurately
translated Scripture that “Gehenna” or “the valley of
the sons of Hinnom” is anything but a physical valley.
As if the rest of the obvious references in the Old
Testament to Gehenna or the Valley of Gehinnom as a
physical place weren’t enough, Isaiah 66:24 and Jesus’
quotation of it proves conclusively that all references
to Gehenna or the Valley of Gehinnom in Scripture,
including those made by Jesus Himself, refer to a
physical location on earth, in Jerusalem.
When Jesus spoke of Gehenna, He was talking about
the beginning of His future earthly reign (the next age,
what we now call the “Millennium”, see Rev. 20:3-6),
when He will get rid of the blatantly evil and corrupt
people who run the world and run rampant in this age.
He will get rid of these evil people through capital
punishment (the death penalty). The fires of Gehenna
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will simply be His version of capital punishment, or
possibly just the place where the bodies (“corpses” – Is. 66:23-24) are
disposed of.

The last chapter of Isaiah tells that in the next
age (the Millennium, the 1,000-year
reign of Christ on the same physical Earth we're
standing on now, see Rev. 20:1-6), being killed and
having your body thrown in the Valley of Gehinnom to
burn and/or rot will be Jesus' version of the electric
chair for evil people. When Jesus begins to rule over
the earth in the future, He will kill many evil people,
throw their bodies into the Valley of Gehinnom, set
them on fire and/or let their bodies rot. These rotting
bodies will naturally have “worms that don’t die”, or
fly larva, which don’t die, but turn into flies. The
language the prophet Isaiah uses to describe fly larva,
“worms that don’t die”, is typical of Isaiah's
prophecies, very visual.
'quenched' - The Bible say the fire of Gehenna does not
die?” No. It says it won’t be quenched. Billions of
fires throughout history have not been quenched, yet
they no longer burn. They are not “eternal fires”. They
were not quenched...they simply burned out on their own.
The word “quench” means “to purposefully put out”. The
physical Gehenna fire that burns during Jesus’ future
1000-year reign (the Millennium) in fulfillment of
Isaiah 66:23-24 “is not quenched” – in other words, it
is simply allowed to burn until it burns itself out.
The word “quench” means “to purposefully put out”. The
physical Gehenna fire that burns during Jesus’ future 1000year reign (the millennium) in fulfillment of Isaiah 66:2324 “is not quenched” –
The corpses of dead evil people will be allowed to
burn until the fire burns itself out. Evidently, others
willnot burn, or will only partially burn, and will
rot, which will obviously attract flies and fly larva
(“worms that don’t die”, but turn into flies – a
typical visual description from the prophet Isaiah).
When Jesus was speaking about this future event
2,000 years ago, not a single Israelite who heard Him
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quote Isaiah by referring to “worms that don’t die” or
“fire that is not quenched” would have dreamed that
Jesus was referring to some nebulous spirit-place. Such
an idea would never have crossed their minds. They all
would have immediately known He was referring to
capital punishment for evil people whose bodies will be
thrown in the Valley of Gehinnom in Jerusalem during
the next age on this physical earth. Israelites back
then would have been familiar with Isaiah’s prophecy
about future events on this physical earth
and they
had no “hell mindset” to tell them otherwise, so they
understood Jesus perfectly.
Why would Jesus warn Israelites living 2,000 years
ago about something that still hasn’t happened yet?
Although today we know that Jesus’ earthly reign will
not begin until the Millennium, because we can read in
Revelation 20:1-6:
Revelation 20:1 And I saw an angel come down from
heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a
great chain in his hand.
Revelation 20:2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that
old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound
him a thousand years,
Revelation 20:3 And cast him into the bottomless pit,
and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he
should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand
years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be
loosed a little season.
Revelation 20:4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon
them, and judgment was given unto them: and [I saw] the
souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of
Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not
worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had
received [his] mark upon their foreheads, or in their
hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a
thousand years.
Revelation 20:5 But the rest of the dead lived not
again until the thousand years were finished. This [is]
the first resurrection.
Revelation 20:6 Blessed and holy [is] he that hath
716

part in the first resurrection: on such the second
death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God
and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand
years.
The Israelites back then didn’t know that,
because Jesus didn’t tell them (and the book of
Revelation had not yet been written).
It made perfect sense back then for Jesus to warn
the Israelites about the judgment that would occur in
the valley of Gehenna at the beginning of His earthly
reign, because the purpose of the message God gave Him
to preach to Israel was to give them a chance to see
His earthly reign begin in their lifetimes. Because
Jesus' message to Israel was all about the possibility
of the kingdom of God coming to earth in their
lifetimes if they would shape up, it made perfect sense
for Jesus to warn them about the capital punishment of
the valley of Gehenna that He will enforce when He
begins to rule the world. Jesus quoted Isaiah 66:23-24
to warn the Israelites that if His kingdom did come to
earth in their lifetimes, they should be careful that
their deeds were not evil, so they would not end up in
the capital punishment body pile! His Israelite
audience would have been familiar with this prophecy in
Isaiah, and they would have understood this warning
perfectly."
Mark 9:43 And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off:
it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than
having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that
never shall be quenched:
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Mark 9:43 And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is
better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two
hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be
quenched:

Mark 9:44 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not
quenched.

When Jesus refers to Gehenna as “where their worm
does not die, and the fire is not quenched” in Mark
9:43, He is making a clear connection to the Hinnom
valley’s historic past, using the language of Isaiah
66:24.
Isaiah 66:24 And they shall go forth, and look upon
the carcases of the men that have transgressed against
me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their
fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto
all flesh.
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Again, that the picture here is not one of
torture, but rather of complete destruction is evident
from the fact that the Isaiah text dealt, not with
persons who were alive, but with “the carcasses of the
men that were transgressing” against God. Here Jesus
plainly states that the unrighteous will be punished by
being put into "hell" actually Gehenna) which He
describes as a fire that will not be quenched. In this
Scripture, the word "hell" is mistranslated from the
Greek Gehenna. This word means "Valley of Hinnom," a
valley on the south side of Jerusalem where refuse was
continually burned.
Jesus used this area as a type of the place where the
wicked will receive their final punishment.
In fact, when Jesus spoke of “Gehenna”, it was
literally a place of continuous fire as Jerusalem’s
defacto trash dump in which fires would constantly burn
away whatever was not wanted inside of the city. Any
type of filth, including human cadavers were thrown
into this dump to burn away.
'the fire that shall never be quenched' - When Jesus
said that the fire would not be quenched, He meant that
it would burn until everything flammable was consumed,
and then it would go out. This is what happened in the
Valley of Hinnom, which Jesus used as a type of the
fire into which the wicked would be cast.
We mistakenly think that Jesus was constantly
preaching about heaven vs. hell to Israel, when in fact
He was preaching to them about taking part in “the
kingdom of God” (the next two ages of life on Earth)
and warning them not to be evil so they would not be
killed and thrown in the future physical fire of
Gehenna on Earth when He began to rule the Earth.
Consider that:
3c) Jesus Christ did not Preach or Believe in Hell*
There is no reason to believe that Jesus believed
in hell, since hell was not a biblical teaching, but a
pagan Greek myth. Hell-believers argue that Jesus
Christ Himself preached more about hell than any other
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person in the Bible. We showed where and why hellbelievers misunderstand and mistranslate Jesus’ words.
However, before we do this, let us first highlight four
Scriptures spoken by Jesus Christ Himself, which
categorically prove without any shadow of doubt that He
did not believe in hell.
* Understandably, one might question this, but we've
already shown that all the references Jesus makes to
'hell' in the KJB are mistranslated from four words
that do not mean 'hell. We have already proven in great
detail that the word 'hell' is always a mistranslation
made by those who wish to promote of the doctrine of
‘hell’.
What exactly did Jesus teach in his earthly ministry?
We mistakenly think that Jesus was constantly preaching
about heaven vs. hell to Israel, when in fact He was
preaching to them about taking part in “the kingdom of God”
(the next two ages of life on earth) and warning them not to
be evil so they would not be killed and thrown in the future
physical fire of Gehenna on earth when He began to rule the
earth
Primarily, his message was the 'good news' of the
Kingdom - that is, God's incoming Kingdom, the heavenly
government that will rule over the entire earth and
will bring endless blessings to obedient humans. His
message was not primarily about Himself, but rather the
good news that the Father ordained to be announced on
earth.
Why did Jesus go to such lengths and spend so much
of his time preaching and teaching? Because doing so
was God's will for him. Jesus always did his Father's
will. Jesus knew that his Father wants humans to hear
about the good news (good tidings) of the Kingdom. But
there was another reason why he preached. He felt
compassion for the crowds of people who came out to see
him. Jesus preached wherever he found people. The
religious leaders, who should have been teaching them
the truth about God and his purposes didn't do so. What
Jesus condemned was their hypocrisy, their pride in
their outward observance of the law, their inward
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spiritual emptiness and their arrogant belief that they
were more religious than the rest. Jesus knew how much
the people needed to hear the Kingdom message.
John 8:28 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have
lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am
[he], and [that] I do nothing of myself; but as my
Father hath taught me, I speak these things.
John 8:29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father
hath not left me alone; for I do always those things
that please him.
Luke 8:1 And it came to pass afterward, that he went
throughout every city and village, preaching and
shewing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God: and the
twelve [were] with him,
The "good news" that Jesus Christ taught was about
the Kingdom of God. There were no warnings about the
dangers of the unrepentant sinner going to hell to burn
eternally. If that was indeed possible Jesus certainly
would have warned people about avoiding going to 'hell'
whenever he preached. But that was not the case.
Luke 4:43 And he said unto them, I must preach the
kingdom of God to other cities also: for therefore am I
sent.
Matthew 4:23 And Jesus went about all Galilee,
teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel
of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and
all manner of disease among the people.
Matthew 9:35 And Jesus went about all the cities and
villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness
and every disease among the people.
Mark 1:14 Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus
came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom
of God,
Luke 8:1 And it came to pass afterward, that he went
throughout every city and village, preaching and
shewing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God: and the
twelve [were] with him,
Matthew 9:36 But when he saw the multitudes, he was
moved with compassion on them, because they fainted,
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and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.
Jesus primarily preached the good news of his
Father's Kingdom. Isaiah’s prophecy described the
purpose and effect of the good news to be preached,
particularly from the time of Messiah’s coming.
Isaiah 61:1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD [is] upon me;
because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good
tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and
the opening of the prison to [them that are] bound;
Isaiah 61:2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the
LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort
all that mourn;
Isaiah 61:3 To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion,
to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for
mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of
heaviness; that they might be called trees of
righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might
be glorified.
3c1) Many people have the assumption that the lake of fire is hell. Let’s debunk that
myth right away.
"Revelation 20:14 says “...death and hades (the unseen, “un-perceived”) were thrown
into the lake of fire". Christians who think the lake of fire is

hell, treat the Greek terms “hades” and “the lake of
fire” as if they are both “hell”. Revelation 20:14
illustrates that this makes no sense. If the Greek word
“hades” means “hell” (which as I've shown you, it
doesn’t, but many people assume it does), and “hell”
and “the lake of fire” are the same thing, then I have
a simple question: How can hell be thrown into itself ?

So it is clear that Hebrews 10:26-31,
Hebrews 10:26 For if we sin wilfully after that we
have received the knowledge of the truth, there
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,
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Hebrews 10:27 But a certain fearful looking for of
judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the
adversaries.
Hebrews 10:28 He that despised Moses' law died without
mercy under two or three witnesses:
Hebrews 10:29 Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye,
shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden underfoot
the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the
covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing,
and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?
Hebrews 10:30 For we know him that hath said,
Vengeance [belongeth] unto me, I will recompense, saith
the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people.
Hebrews 10:31 [It is] a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God.
by quoting the prophetic passage in Isaiah 26:9-11,
27:1
Isaiah 26:9 With my soul have I desired thee in the
night; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek thee
early: for when thy judgments [are] in the earth, the
inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness.
Isaiah 26:10 Let favour be shewed to the wicked, [yet]
will he not learn righteousness: in the land of
uprightness will he deal unjustly, and will not behold
the majesty of the LORD.
Isaiah 26:11 LORD, [when] thy hand is lifted up, they
will not see: [but] they shall see, and be ashamed for
[their] envy at the people; yea, the fire of thine
enemies shall devour them.
Isaiah 27:1 In that day the LORD with his sore and
great and strong sword shall punish leviathan the
piercing serpent, even leviathan that crooked serpent;
and he shall slay the dragon that [is] in the sea.
matches up perfectly with Revelation 20:10-15,
Revelation 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the
beast and the false prophet [are], and shall be
tormented day and night for ever and ever.
Revelation 20:11 And I saw a great white throne, and
him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the
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heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.
Revelation 20:12 And I saw the dead, small and great,
stand before God; and the books were opened: and
another book was opened, which is [the book] of life:
and the dead were judged out of those things which were
written in the books, according to their works.
Revelation 20:13 And the sea gave up the dead which
were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead
which were in them: and they were judged every man
according to their works.
Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the second death.
Revelation 20:15 And whosoever was not found written
in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
Isaiah 45:23 I have sworn by myself, the word is gone
out of my mouth [in] righteousness, and shall not
return, That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue
shall swear.
Isaiah 45:24 Surely, shall [one] say, in the LORD have
I righteousness and strength: [even] to him shall [men]
come; and all that are incensed against him shall be
ashamed.
is referring to both the ‘corrective’ white throne
judgment and the “second death” in the lake of fire,
which will be an additional lesson for these formerly
rebellious people. The white throne judgment and the
second death in the lake of fire are the corrective
solution for rebellious people, not their eternal
damnation or some such pagan idea. Hebrews 10:26-31 is
talking about the solution for rebellious people. It is
contrasting this effective solution with an ineffective
solution (going back to the sacrifices of the Law of
Moses). This perfectly matches up with and supports the
point of the rest of this passage in Hebrews; the whole
point of the passage is about how the Law of Moses is
not an effective solution.
So when we let Scripture interpret Scripture,
putting Isaiah 26:9-11 and 27:1 together with Hebrews
10:26-31 (verse 27 quotes Is. 26:11) and Revelation
20:10-15, and then adding in Isaiah 45:23-24 and Romans
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14:10-11, we see a clear picture: Rebellious people
will have a “terrifying” experience (including “severe
punishment”) at the white throne judgment that will
result in them “learning righteousness”, “swearing
allegiance to God”, and saying “only in the Lord are
righteousness and strength”; after which they will be
killed (their “second death”*) and their corpses will
be thrown in the lake of fire to be “consumed”. "
* The second death is a destruction of the 'soul ' (the
self, the person) :
3e) The soul and the second death
The only Hebrew word traditionally translated
"soul" (nephesh) in English language Bibles refers to a
living, breathing conscious body, rather than to an
immortal soul. In the New Testament, the Greek word
traditionally translated "soul" (ψυχή) "psyche", has
substantially the same meaning as the Hebrew, (without
reference to an immortal soul). There is no dichotomy
of body and soul in the OT. The Israelite saw things
concretely, in their totality, and thus he considered
men as persons and not as composites. The term nepeš,
though translated by our word "soul," never means soul
as distinct from the body or the individual person.
Other words in the OT such as spirit, flesh, and heart
also signify the human person and differ only as
various aspects of the same being.
As a human life, nepeš can be identical with the
personal pronoun or the reflexive pronoun (Gn 27.4, 25;
Lam3.24, where "says my soul" could be just as
correctly translated "say I," etc.). As the "I," (self)
the nepeš performs all the sensations of an individual.
The nepeš hungers, thirsts, hopes, longs, loves, and
hates.
- Encyclopedic Dictionary of the Bible (New York
1963) 2286–90.
The Bible says that animals have souls, but not
spirits*. Genesis 1:30, referring to animals, says,
“every living thing in which is a living soul”.
Genesis 1:30 And to every beast of the earth, and to
every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth
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upon the earth, wherein [there is] life, [I have given]
every green herb for meat: and it was so.

◄ 5315. nephesh ►
Lexicon
nephesh: a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
Original Word: ֫ ָנ ֶפשׁ
Part of Speech: Noun Feminine
Transliteration: nephesh
Phonetic Spelling: (neh'-fesh)
Short Definition: soul

The Difference Between the Human Soul and the
Animal Soul

(Conscious' means aware)

the Human Soul `consciousness,' the state of being aware. a
sense of right and wrong, the ability to reason,
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moral

1John 3:19 And hereby we know that we are of the truth,
and shall assure our hearts before him.

◄ 3982. peithó ►
Strong's Concordance
peithó: to persuade, to have confidence
Original Word: πείθω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: peithó
Phonetic Spelling: (pi'-tho)
Definition: to persuade, to have confidence
Usage: I persuade, urge.
HELPS Word-studies
3982 peíthō(the root of 4102 /pístis, "faith") – to persuade; (passive) be persuaded of what is
trustworthy.
The Lord persuades the yielded believer to be confident in His preferred-will (Gal 5:10; 2 Tim
1:12). 3982 (peíthō) involves "obedience, but it is properly the result of (God's) persuasion"
(WS, 422).
God in his great wisdom created man in his own image, thus giving man the ability to reason,
and to have a moral sense of right and wrong — possessing a conscience (1 John 3:20-22).

The meaning of peivsomen (peisomen, “will convince”) in 3:19.
The verb peivqw (peiqw) in the active voice (with the
exception of the second perfect and pluperfect) means
(a) “convince”; (b) “persuade, appeal to”; (c) “win
over, strive to please”; or (d) “conciliate, pacify,
set at ease/rest.”473 Interpreters are generally
divided between meaning (a) and meaning (d) for the
verb in the present context, with the third edition of
the Bauer lexicon opting for the latter (although it is
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conveniently pointed out that the text is “not in good
order”). In any case the object of the verb peivqw (peiqw)
in this context is kardiva (kardia, literally “heart”;
translated here by the NET Bible as “conscience”), and
this produces further problems because the meaning of
kardiva (kardia) will affect one’s understanding of peivsomen
(peisomen) here.
Man has the ability to love and obey Jehovah-God as
well as to love (agape) his enemies or those who do or
wish him wrong through, striving to see all things
through the eyes of their Bridegroom — Christ Jesus. He
died as a “ransom for all”
1Timothy 2:6 Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be
testified in due time.
because of his great love of the Heavenly Father —
stemming from a love for righteousness which comes from
a knowledge, understanding and experience of the
results of obeying the Heavenly Father, which permits
the highest and purest form of joy to be felt, that joy
that is felt through the eyes of faith, that joy that
Jesus had in bringing the Father joy, as reflected in
his words:
John 4:34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the
will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.
1John 3:20 For if our heart condemn us, God is greater
than our heart, and knoweth all things.
1John 3:21 Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, [then]
have we confidence toward God.
1John 3:22 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him,
because we keep his commandments, and do those things
that are pleasing in his sight.
The Human Soul has consciousness
Don’t be confused by Jesus warning the Israelites
2,000 years ago about “losing your soul”. When we
understand that even animals have souls. (Both humans
and animals are conscious (awareness) but only humans
have consciousness, the state of being aware and a
moral sense of right and wrong, the ability to reason.)
It is clear that Jesus was telling the Israelites that
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if they tried to save or tightly hold on to their lives
(their consciousness in this age, if they lived
primarily for comfort and pleasure in this age) they
would lose their souls – their being conscious in the
next age of life on earth, what today we would call the
Millennium; they would lose “eonian life” * (the
privilege of being alive on earth, conscious in
physical bodies during the Millennium and New Jerusalem
age (Revelation 21-22)).
Genesis 2:7 And the LORD God formed man [of] the dust
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became The Bible says that
animals have souls, but not spirits*. Genesis 1:30,
referring to animals, says, “every living thing in
which is a living soul”.
Genesis 1:30 And to every beast of the earth, and to
every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth
upon the earth, wherein [there is] life, [I have given]
every green herb for meat: and it was so.

◄ 5315. nephesh ►
Lexicon
nephesh: a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
Original Word: ֫ ָנ ֶפשׁ
Part of Speech: Noun Feminine
Transliteration: nephesh
Phonetic Spelling: (neh'-fesh)
Short Definition: soul
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Review: The Difference Between the Human Soul and the
Animal Soul
(Conscious' means aware)

the Human Soul `consciousness,' the state of being aware. a moral
sense of right and wrong, the ability to reason,
1John 3:19 And hereby we know that we are of the truth,
and shall assure our hearts before him.

◄ 3982. peithó ►
Strong's Concordance
peithó: to persuade, to have confidence
Original Word: πείθω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: peithó
Phonetic Spelling: (pi'-tho)
Definition: to persuade, to have confidence
Usage: I persuade, urge.
HELPS Word-studies
3982 peíthō(the root of 4102 /pístis, "faith") – to persuade; (passive) be persuaded of what is
trustworthy.
The Lord persuades the yielded believer to be confident in His preferred-will (Gal 5:10; 2 Tim
1:12). 3982 (peíthō) involves "obedience, but it is properly the result of (God's) persuasion"
(WS, 422).

God in his great wisdom created man in his own image,
thus giving man the ability to reason, and to have a
moral sense of right and wrong — possessing a
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conscience (1 John 3:20-22).
The meaning of peivsomen (peisomen, “will convince”) in 3:19.
The verb peivqw (peiqw) in the active voice (with the
exception of the second perfect and pluperfect) means
(a) “convince”; (b) “persuade, appeal to”; (c) “win
over, strive to please”; or (d) “conciliate, pacify,
set at ease/rest.”473 Interpreters are generally
divided between meaning (a) and meaning (d) for the
verb in the present context, with the third edition of
the Bauer lexicon opting for the latter (although it is
conveniently pointed out that the text is “not in good
order”). In any case the object of the verb peivqw (peiqw)
in this context is kardiva (kardia, literally “heart”;
translated here by the NET Bible as “conscience”), and
this produces further problems because the meaning of
kardiva (kardia) will affect one’s understanding of peivsomen
(peisomen) here.
Man has the ability to love and obey Jehovah-God as
well as to love (agape) his enemies or those who do or
wish him wrong through, striving to see all things
through the eyes of their Bridegroom — Christ Jesus. He
died as a “ransom for all”
1Timothy 2:6 Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be
testified in due time.
because of his great love of the Heavenly Father —
stemming from a love for righteousness which comes from
a knowledge, understanding and experience of the
results of obeying the Heavenly Father, which permits
the highest and purest form of joy to be felt, that joy
that is felt through the eyes of faith, that joy that
Jesus had in bringing the Father joy, as reflected in
his words:
John 4:34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the
will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.
1John 3:20 For if our heart condemn us, God is greater
than our heart, and knoweth all things.
1John 3:21 Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, [then]
have we confidence toward God.
1John 3:22 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him,
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because we keep his commandments, and do those things
that are pleasing in his sight.
Review: The Human Soul has consciousness
Don’t be confused by Jesus warning the Israelites
2,000 years ago about “losing your soul”. When we
understand that even animals have souls. (Both humans
and animals are conscious (awareness) but only humans
have consciousness, the state of being aware and a
moral sense of right and wrong, the ability to
reason.)It is clear that Jesus was telling the
Israelites that if they tried to save or tightly hold
on to their lives(their consciousness in this age, if
they lived primarily for comfort and pleasure in this
age) they would lose their souls – their being
conscious in thenext age of life on Earth, what today
we would call theMillennium; they would lose “eonian
life” * (the privilege of being alive on earth,
conscious in physical bodies during the Millennium and
New Jerusalemage (Revelation 21-22)).
The Word 'Soul' in the Bible
Because humans are called souls in the Bible
(although technically the soul is the life force
contained in the blood, 'soul', 'life', 'breath of
life', 'person' are interchangeable terms in the
Bible). In the Old Testament, the soul is stuck to the body, so often they are
spoken of as identical (Ezek. 18:4; Gen. 19:20; Josh. 10:35).
Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Gospel of Matthew Commentary
The word “soul” simply means life
Old Testament references to the soul are related to
the concept of breath and establish no distinction
between the ethereal soul and the corporeal
body. Christian concepts of a body-soul dichotomy
originated with the ancient Greeks and were introduced
into Christian theology at an early date by St. Gregory
of Nyssa and by St. Augustine.
"Ancient Greek concepts of the soul varied
considerably according to the particular era and
philosophical school. The Epicureans considered the
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soul to be made up of atoms like the rest of the body.
For the Platonists, the soul was an immaterial and
incorporeal substance, akin to the gods yet part of the
world of change and becoming. Aristotle's conception
of the soul was obscure, though he did state that it
was a form inseparable from the body.
In Christian theology, St. Augustine spoke of the soul
as a “rider” on the body, making clear the split
between the material and the immaterial, with the soul
representing the “true” person. However, although body
and soul were separate, it was not possible to
conceive of a soul without its body. In the European
Middle Ages,
St. Thomas Aquinas returned to the Greek
philosophers' concept of the soul as a motivating
principle of the body, independent but requiring the
substance of the body to make an individual."
"Just as there have been different concepts of the
relation of the soul to the body, there have been
numerous ideas about when the soul comes into existence
and when and if it dies. Ancient Greek beliefs were
varied and evolved over time. Pythagoras held that the
soul was of divine origin and existed before and after
death. Plato and Socrates also accepted the immortality
of the soul, while Aristotle considered only part of
the soul, the noûs, or intellect, to have that quality.
Epicurus believed that both body and soul ended at
death. The early Christian philosophers adopted the
Greek concept of the soul's immortality and thought of
the soul as being created by God and infused into the
body at conception."
- Encyclopædia Britannica, 1768-1771
"Christianity did not invent the concept of the soul,
but, like many other things, it inherited it from Greek
philosophy. For example, Plato the soul was the better
half of the two parts of the human person. There was
there body, which was cumbersome, temporary, and
decaying; and then there was the soul (psyche), the
invisible seat of wisdom, which was immortal and
effectively trapped by the body until death. Plato was
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the first to describe the soul as an intangible,
incorporeal essence."
<https://www.walpolecatholic.net/what-where-human-soul-feb-1516

The word “soul” simply means life, pertaining to
that of any man or animal. The word “life” in Leviticus
17:11 is translated from the same Hebrew word for “soul.
Leviticus 17:11 For the life of the flesh [is] in the
blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to
make an atonement for your souls: for it [is] the blood
[that] maketh an atonement for the soul.

Strong's Concordance
nephesh: a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
Original Word: ֶנ ֶפשׁ
Part of Speech: Noun Feminine
Transliteration: nephesh
Phonetic Spelling: (neh'-fesh)
Definition: a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
NAS Exhaustive Concordance

Word Origin
from an unused word
Definition
a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
 (See above graphic)
”A correct way to read this verse is the following:
“For the soul of the flesh is in the blood.” Christ
gave His life (the Greek word psuche ) as a ransom for
Mankind (Mark 10:45) →→ even the Son of man came not
to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his
life a ransom for many.
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Strong's Concordance #5590
psuché: breath, the soul
Original Word: ψυχή, ῆς, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: psuché
Phonetic Spelling: (psoo-khay')
Definition: breath, the soul
Usage: (a) the vital breath, breath of life, (b) the human soul, (c) the soul as the seat of affections
and will, (d) the self, (e) a human person, an individual.
HELPS Word-studies
5590 psyxḗ (from psyxō, "to breathe, blow" which is the root of the English words "psyche,"
"psychology") – soul (psyche); a person's distinct identity (unique personhood), i.e. individual
personality.
5590 (psyxē) corresponds exactly to the OT 5315 /phágō ("soul"). The soul is the direct
aftermath of God breathing (blowing) His gift of life into a person, making them an
ensouled being.

→→ by pouring out His soul (his life’s blood) as
payment for our sins (Isa. 53:12).
Isaiah 53:12 Therefore will I divide him [a portion]
with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the
strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death:
and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare
the sin of many, and made intercession for the
transgressors.
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◄ 5315. nephesh ►
Strong's Concordance
nephesh: a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
Original Word: ֶנ ֶפשׁ
Part of Speech: Noun Feminine
Transliteration: nephesh
Phonetic Spelling: (neh'-fesh)
Definition: a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
from an unused word
Definition
a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
NASB Translation
any (1), anyone (2), anyone* (1), appetite (7), being (1), beings (3), body (1), breath (1), corpse
(2) , creature (6), creatures (3), dead (1), dead person (2), deadly (1), death (1), defenseless* (1),
desire (12), desire* (2), discontented* (1), endure* (1), feelings (1), fierce* (2), greedy* (1),
heart (5), heart's (2), herself (12), Himself (4), himself (19), human (1), human being (1), hunger
(1), life (146), life* (1), lifeblood* (2), lives (34), living creature (1), longing* (1), man (4),
man's (1), men* (2), mind (2), Myself (3), myself (2), number (1), ones (1), others (1), ourselves
(3), own (1), passion* (1), people (2), people* (1), perfume* (1), person (68), person* (1),
persons (19), slave (1), some (1), soul (238), soul's (1), souls (12), strength (1), themselves (6),
thirst (1), throat (2), will (1), wish (1), wishes (1), yourself (11), yourselves (13).

736

As previously stated, “soul” refers to the physical
life of an animal or person.
The "human soul" - the body's 'breath of life' or ' life of the flesh' is in the
blood.
Leviticus 17:11 For the life of the flesh [is] in the blood: and I have given it to you
upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it [is] the blood [that]
maketh an atonement for the soul.

Strong's Concordance
nephesh: a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
Original Word: ֶנ ֶפשׁ
Part of Speech: Noun Feminine
Transliteration: nephesh
Phonetic Spelling: (neh'-fesh)
Definition: a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
from an unused word
Definition
a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
NASB Translation
any (1), anyone (2), anyone* (1), appetite (7), being (1), beings (3), body (1), breath (1), corpse
(2), creature (6), creatures (3), dead (1), dead person (2), deadly (1), death (1), defenseless* (1),
desire (12), desire* (2), discontented* (1), endure* (1), feelings (1), fierce* (2), greedy* (1),
heart (5), heart's (2), herself (12), Himself (4), himself (19), human (1), human being (1), hunger
(1), life (146), life* (1), lifeblood* (2), lives (34), living creature (1), longing* (1), man (4),
man's (1), men* (2), mind (2), Myself (3), myself (2), number (1), ones (1), others (1), ourselves
(3), own (1), passion* (1), people (2), people* (1), perfume* (1), person (68), person* (1),
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persons (19), slave (1), some (1), soul (238), soul's (1), souls (12), strength (1), themselves (6),
thirst (1), throat (2), will (1), wish (1), wishes (1), yourself (11), yourselves (13).
Brown-Driver-Briggs
 ֫ ֶנ ֶפשׁ756 noun feminineGenesis 49:6 (so even Genesis 2:19; Numbers 31:28; 1 Kings 19:2 see
AlbrZAW xvi (1896), 42 SS) soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, appetite, emotion,

and passion
1 = that which breathes, the breathing substance or being = ψυχή, anima, the soul, the inner
being of man:

The life force is dead in the lost person because of Adam and Eve's sin in
the Garden of Eden. But a saved person has living body, spirit and life force. his
dead spirit is regenerated, replaced by the holy Spirit.
1Thessalonians 5:23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and [I pray
God] your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ.
What is the life force (soul) and where is it located
in Man?
The life force (soul) refers to one's conscious
experience. Consciousness is all that we are aware of
at a given moment, all the sights, sounds, feelings,
smells and thoughts. To expand consciousness means to
be aware of more, to have more simultaneous perceptions
and associations. Animals have souls (consciousness)
too and that soul refers to their conscious experience,
as well.
Medically speaking, the source of consciousness is
the oxidation of glucose: the energy of sunlight is
encapsulated by plants and from there enters the human
brain as glucose via the blood stream. The mechanism of
blood distribution, first visualized by Bart Huges in
the
1960’s,describes
the
physiological
roots
of
consciousness as based on the energy supply to the brain.
It both looks at the overall blood supply to the
brain and how that can vary, and the local distribution
of blood within the brain. Apart from the brain’s
development there is the matter of its irrigation -the
relationship of blood and consciousness and how the
possibility of improving the blood supply can enhance
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the consciousness, To empower brain cells to do their
function they must have sufficient energy. Increasing
the energy supply permits more brain function
more
consciousness. Different levels of consciousness are
dependent on different amounts of blood in the brain. I
would like to suggest that seeing the different levels
of consciousness as being dependent on the blood supply
to the brain adds a keystone in our understanding of
ourselves.
http://beckleyfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/2001_05-Blood-Consciousness-Mind-StatesII.pdf>

- The life force is integral - to life itself. Thus,
there is a relationship between blood and the nephesh.
Deuteronomy 12:23 Only be sure that thou eat not the
blood: for the blood [is] the life; and thou mayest not
eat the life with the flesh.
- states that “the blood is the life [nephesh].”
The “life force” then, depends on blood for its
physical existence.
< https://archive.gci.org/articles/soul-and-spirit-in-scripture/>

Brown-Driver-Briggs
 נֶפ756 noun feminineGenesis
שׁ

49:6

(so even Genesis 2:19; Numbers

31:28; 1 Kings 19:2 soul, living being, life, self,
person, desire, appetite, emotion, and passion
a. a living being whose life resides in the blood
(hence sacrificial use of blood, and its prohib. in
other uses; first in D), Deuteronomy 12:23,24 only be
sure that thou eat not the blood, for the blood is the
living being ( ;) ֶנּה פשׁ הוּא הדּםand thou shalt not eat the
living being with the flesh (ֶנּה פשׁ
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 ;)הבּ שׂר עםthou shalt

pour it upon the earth as water; this is enlarged in H,
Leviticus 17:10,11,12,14 and in P Genesis 9:4,5,
compare Jeremiah 2:34.
Therefore, Man's soul is a part of his blood.
Where is the life force located in Man? - 2
Man does not yet have anything immortal. In the
future Christians will, but the lost never will. The
life force is just one component of Man's being. The
soul is defined as 'life' and the life of the flesh is
in the blood. Expanded review:
Leviticus 17:11 For the life of the flesh [is] in the
blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to
make an atonement for your souls: for it [is] the blood
[that] maketh an atonement for the soul.
Strong's Concordance
nephesh: a soul, living being, life, self, person
Soul ➔ life
Leviticus 17:11 For the life of the flesh [is] in the
blood:
life ➔ life of the flesh [is] in the blood:
Therefore the life force ➔ [is] in the blood
- Therefore, Man's life force is a part of his
blood.
Genesis 9:4 But flesh with the life thereof, [which is]
the blood thereof, shall ye not eat. It is apparent the
“soul” of man and beast is a part of their life
existence within a body of “flesh.” The life force is
also translated “lifeblood”; the “blood” is said to be
the “life” of the flesh. This means without the blood
flowing, the body would expire.
We can infer, from this limited amount of Scripture,
that the “life force” is created within the body of
flesh of both man and beast. Often, in the Hebrew
language, the word “nephesh” is used to refer to the
living creature residing within the body; in other
words, the human body is the house for the “breathing
creature” (i.e.- the life force). This conclusion is
supported by Genesis 9:5 which reads:
Genesis 9:5 And surely your blood of your lives
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(nephesh) will I require; at the hand of every beast
will I require it, and at the hand of man (Hebrew=Adam);
at the hand of every man's brother will I require the
life of man.
We conclude the human body houses this 'life force'
during its stay on Earth.
- Therefore, the eating of blood is forbidden
before the law (Genesis 9:4), during the law:
Leviticus 17:11 For the life of the flesh [is] in the
blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to
make an atonement for your souls: for it [is] the blood
[that] maketh an atonement for the soul.
Leviticus 17:12 Therefore I said unto the children of
Israel, No soul of you shall eat blood, neither shall
any stranger that sojourneth among you eat blood.
and after the law Acts 15:29 That ye abstain from meats offered to idols,
and from blood, and from things strangled, and from
fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall
do well. Fare ye well.
The blood of beasts is exempted from the permission to
eat, because it is the soul of beasts.
According to Genesis 9:5, Man's blood and Man's
soul are closely associated.
Genesis 9:5 And surely your blood of your lives will I
require; at the hand of every beast will I require it,
and at the hand of man; at the hand of every man's
brother will I require the life of man.
The prohibition of eating the blood is thus clearly
established because the blood contains the soul in
itself.
Thus the Bible tells us that the soul (life) is in
the blood.
In the Bible, the life force is in the blood
because blood is so intimately involved in the life
processes. Medically speaking, once the blood fails to
reach the cells and members of the body, they promptly
die and no man ever dies until his blood ceases to
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circulate. The life is in the blood.
There is no such thing as a 'soul' separated from a
body. When the body dies, the soul also dies. (For it
is a component of the blood.) Thus it is biblically
impossible for the soul to exist apart from the body.
Some say a soul can separates from a body, but the
Bible indicates otherwise.
Among the word renderings it is impossible to come
to the conclusion that 'nephesh' is talking about an
immortal part of the body which floats off to 'hell'
upon the death of the unbeliever's body. 'Nephesh' is
rendered “soul” 530 times, “life” or “living” 190 times,
“person” 34 times, “beasts and creeping things” 28
times. It is also rendered “a man”, “a person”, “self”,
“they”, “we”, “him”, “anyone”, “breath”, “heart”,
“mind”, “appetite”, “the body” etc. In no instance does
this word support the modern Christian idea that the
soul is something immortal – but always the reverse in
fact. Is the 'soul' immortal? The Bible says no.
The Bible tells us that the soul (life) is in the
blood. In the Bible, the soul is said to be in the
blood because blood is so intimately involved in the
life processes. If so, how can the soul ever depart
from the body? But that is exactly what many believe
happens in Genesis 31:18. Rachel's soul is thought to
depart from her body when she dies:
Genesis 35:18 And it came to pass, as her soul was in
departing, (for she died) that she called his name
Benoni: but his father called him Benjamin.
Does this passage imply that Rachel had an 'inner
being' that departed at her death? Not at all. Remember,
the word “soul” can refer to the life that a person
possesses. So in this case Rachel’s “soul” simply meant
her “life.” That is why other Bibles render the phrase
“her soul was going out” as “her life was ebbing away”
(Knox), “she breathed her last” (Jerusalem Bible), and
“her life went from her” (Bible in Basic English).
There is no indication that a mysterious part of Rachel
survived her death.
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It is similar with the resurrection of a widow’s
son, recorded in
1Kings 17:22 And the LORD heard the voice of Elijah;
and the soul of the child came into him again, and he
revived.
Once again, the word “soul” means “life.” Thus, the
New American Standard Bible reads: “The life of the
child returned to him and he revived.” It was life, not
some shadowy form, that returned to the boy. This is in
harmony with what Elijah said to the boy’s mother:
1Kings 17:23 And Elijah took the child, and brought him
down out of the chamber into the house, and delivered
him unto his mother: and Elijah said, See, thy son
liveth. The Hebrew word, "nephesh" rendered "soul" in
this passage is translated "life" in one hundred other
passages, E.g. Exodus. 4:19; 21:23; 21:30.
The Hebrew word “psyche” has been translated “soul”
in this text, but in forty other texts, such as in
Matthew 16:25 it has been translated “life.”
For example, Jesus said in Matthew 10:28
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
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geenne == Gehenna
Here phyce has been translated as 'soul'.
But in Matthew 16:25 phyce has been translated as
'Life':
Matthew 16:25 For whosoever will save his life shall
lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake
shall find it.
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Obviously, “psyche” could not mean soul in this
instance, or people could be said to lose their soul
for Christ’s sake. It is properly translated “life.”
But what about Matthew 10:28? Put in the word “life”
instead of “soul” and the text makes perfect sense in
its consistency with the rest of the Bible. The
contrast is between one who can take the physical life,
and He who can take away eternal life. Here is proof in
the words of Jesus:
" Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the life: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both life and body in hell."
Men can only kill the body and take away the
physical life. God will cast into 'hell' (Geheena) and
take away eternal life.
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Christ made similar comments in Matthew 5:29-30 and
18:8-9. The point Jesus is making in these passages is
clear: If we want to enter eternal life we must be
careful to cut off things in our lives that cause us to
sin. Because the wages of sin is death and this wage
will be meted out in Gehenna, the lake of fire, God’s
disposal dump and incinerator. In other words, Jesus is
encouraging us to flee from sin because unrepentant sin
— that is, sin as a lifestyle — will prevent us from
entering life. Paul, under the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit, made the same point more succinctly when he
said, “For the wages of sin [is] death; but the gift of
God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
(Romans 6:23).
The Bible often simply refers to people as souls.
"In the Old Testament, the soul is stuck to the body, so often they are spoken of as
identical (Ezek. 18:4; Gen. 19:20; Josh. 10:35)."
Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Gospel of Matthew Commentary
For example:
Genesis 46:26 All the souls that came with Jacob into
Egypt, which came out of his loins, besides Jacob's
sons' wives, all the souls [were] threescore and six;
“Souls” in this text simply refers to the people
that accompanied Jacob to Egypt. Another example would
be
Joshua 10:28 And that day Joshua took Makkedah, and
smote it with the edge of the sword, and the king
thereof he utterly destroyed, them, and all the souls
that [were] therein; he let none remain: and he did to
the king of Makkedah as he did unto the king of Jericho.
where it shows Joshua taking the city of Makkedah and
killing “all the souls (nephesh) that were therein”
(KJV). In the New Testament Peter spoke of the “eight
souls (psuche)” that were saved in Noah's ark
1Peter 3:20 Which sometime were disobedient, when once
the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah,
while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is,
eight souls were saved by water.
746

◄ 1 Peter 3:20 ►

◄ 5590. psuché ►
Strong's Concordance
psuché: breath, the soul***
Original Word: ψυχή, ῆς, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: psuché
Phonetic Spelling: (psoo-khay')
Definition: breath, the soul
Usage: (a) the vital breath, breath of life, (b) the human soul, (c) the soul as the seat of affections
and will, (d) the self, (e) a human person, an individual.
***In light of this biblical information it’s obvious that “soul” (nephesh/psyche) in its broadest
sense refers to the whole person, the whole human being — spirit, mind and body. In a
narrower sense these Hebrew and Greek words for “soul” can refer to various facets of human
nature. For instance nephesh specifically refers to a “dead body” in Leviticus 21:11 and Numbers
19:11; in Acts 14:2 psuche refers to the “mind;” and in Revelation 20:4 psyche refers to
disembodied saints and thus to the entire immaterial facet of human nature — mind and spirit.

“Souls” in 1 Peter 3:20 obviously refers to the
eight people that were saved in the ark. Most modern
versions of the Bible would translate nephesh and
psyche in the above three passages as “persons,”
“everyone” or “people”.
In light of this biblical information it’s obvious
that “soul” (nephesh/psyche) in its broadest sense
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refers to the whole person, the whole human being —
spirit, mind and body. In a narrower sense these
Hebrew and Greek words for “soul” can refer to various
facets of human nature. For instance nephesh
specifically refers to a “dead body” in Leviticus 21:11
and Numbers 19:11; in Acts 14:2 psuche refers to the
“mind;” and in Revelation 20:4 psyche refers to
disembodied saints and thus to the entire immaterial
facet of human nature — mind and spirit.
It’s interesting to note that the very same Hebrew
word nephesh, translated as “soul” or “being” in the
Creation text, is used 29 times in the Old Testament in
reference to animals, although most versions do not
translate nephesh as “soul” when used in this manner.
For instance,
Genesis 1:20 And God said, Let the waters bring forth
abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl
[that] may fly above the earth in the open firmament of
heaven.

◄ ne·p̄eš ►
Strong's Concordance
psuché: breath, the soul
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Original Word: ψυχή, ῆς, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: psuché
Phonetic Spelling: (psoo-khay')
Definition: breath, the soul
Usage: (a) the vital breath, breath of life, (b) the human soul, (c) the soul as the seat of affections
and will, (d) the self, (e) a human person, an individual.
The question is automatically raised: If both humans and animals are “souls” animated or
sustained by a “breath of life” from the Almighty, what’s the difference between humans and
animals? The obvious difference is that human beings, unlike base, instinct-oriented animals, are
created “in the image of God.” We thus have the capacity to know and worship God because we
possess a higher spiritual dimension to our nature. Animals, of course, do not have a spirit as
such. Our spiritual dimension is contrasted by the sinful nature (“flesh”), which is the human
proclivity to rebel against God and do evil. Animals likewise do not have a sin nature. Since
they act on purely on instinct, a creature's actions are neither good nor evil.

The Hebrew language proves that the soul represents
life. The Hebrew word translated as "soul" in Genesis
2:7 in the widely used Authorized Version of the Bible
is nephesh. Nephesh, in general, designates that which
has temporary physical life. It means a creature whose
life source comes through breathing. This is the same
word used frequently in the first chapter of Genesis
and elsewhere in reference to animals.
Notice, for example,
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Genesis 1:24 And God said, Let the earth bring forth
the living creature after his kind, cattle, and
creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his
kind:and it was so.

◄ 5315. nephesh ►
Strong's Concordance
nephesh: a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
Original Word: ֶנ ֶפשׁ
Part of Speech: Noun Feminine
Transliteration: nephesh
Phonetic Spelling: (neh'-fesh)
Definition: a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion

Here the word creature is the identical Hebrew word
that is used throughout the Old Testament for "soul."
In biblical usage, a dead body is also a "soul".
Leviticus 21:11 Neither shall he go in to any dead
body, nor defile himself for his father, or for his
mother;
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◄ 5315. nephesh ►
Strong's Concordance
nephesh: a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
Original Word: ֶנ ֶפשׁ
Part of Speech: Noun Feminine
Transliteration: nephesh
Phonetic Spelling: (neh'-fesh)
Definition: a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
Brown-Driver-Briggs
 ֫ ֶנ ֶפשׁ756 noun feminineGenesis 49:6 (so even Genesis 2:19; Numbers 31:28; 1 Kings 19:2 see AlbrZAW
xvi (1896), 42
SS) soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, appetite, emotion, and passion

So in Leviticus 21:11 and elsewhere, the word
nephesh is even used with reference to a dead body. The
'soul' is not a separate entity from the body. It is
the body in the sense that the soul is the life of the
body, as it is a component of the blood. In another
context Man is a nephesh. He is a soul. To repeat:
Leviticus 17:11 For the life of the flesh [is] in the
blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to
make an atonement for your souls: for it [is] the blood
[that] maketh an atonement for the soul.
Leviticus 17:14 For [it is] the life of all flesh; the
blood of it [is] for the life thereof: therefore I said
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unto the children of Israel, Ye shall eat the blood of
no manner of flesh: for the life of all flesh [is] the
blood thereof: whosoever eateth it shall be cut off.
In the New Testament, "soul" is a translation of
the Greek word psyche. Psyche is generally equivalent
to the Hebrew word nephesh. Like nephesh, psyche is
frequently rendered "life" in addition to "soul."
Psyche is twice used in the New Testament for the lower
animals, exactly in the same way as the Hebrew nephesh
can refer to the life of animals.
The word 'psyche' is rendered as 'soul' 58 times
and as 'life' 40 times in the King James Bible.
As we pointed out, this idea has its roots in Greek
philosophy. Greek philosophers, such as Plato,
separated humanity into two components: the body
(the physical) and the soul (an immaterial part of a
human being that they believed could not die).
The Bible presents a completely different picture.
The two words used for soul in the Old and New
Testament are nephesh and psyche. They both simply mean
living
being, made
living
by
God's
breathe
of
life. Nephesh is the Hebrew word used to describe the
life that God breathed into the first human being. Adam
became a “living soul” (King James Version) when “the
breath of life” was given to him from God (Genesis 2:7).
Psyche is essentially the Greek equivalent of
nephesh. It means “life,” “living soul” or the “vital
force" which animates the body and shows itself in
breathing” (Thayer’s Greek Lexicon). Jesus’ point was
that human beings can kill the physical body, but they
can’t take away God’s ability to resurrect each
person’s unique identity, personality and memory. Only
God has control of this.
Strong's Concordance
nephesh: a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
Original Word: ֶנ ֶפשׁ
Part of Speech: Noun Feminine
Transliteration: nephesh
Phonetic Spelling: (neh'-fesh)
Definition: a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
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It says that God alone has immortality (I Timothy
6:16), unlike man who must seek it because he does not
have it (Romans 2:7). Scripture asserts that “the wages
of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). Death is not a shedding
of the body and a freeing of the soul, as is commonly
held, but a complete cessation of functioning.
While the Bible speaks often of death, one death in
particular, the “second death,” Mankind knows little of.
The phrase “second death” is found only in the book of
Revelation, the first time in the letter to the church
at Smyrna: “He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the
second death.
Revelation 2:11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh
shall not be hurt of the second death.
Those who live their lives in union with God in
this age will take part in the resurrection to eternal
life. However, those who have tasted what God offers
and rejected it — those who have done evil will be
resurrected to face their Judge, and then they will be
cast into the Lake of Fire and die the second death.
Hebrews 6:4 For [it is] impossible for those who were
once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift,
and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost,
Hebrews 6:5 And have tasted the good word of God, and
the powers of the world to come,
Hebrews 6:6 If they shall fall away, to renew them
again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to
themselves the Son of God afresh, and put [him] to an
open shame.
Verse 8 then relates that the fate of such people
is to be burned. They will have died once already, yet
that first death will not satisfy the penalty for sin.
Death by old age, disease, accident, or violence
(including suicide) does not pay the death penalty for
sin. Only a life taken in judgment for sin satisfies
the debt.
Hebrews 6:8 But that which beareth thorns and briers
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[is] rejected, and [is] nigh unto cursing; whose end
[is] to be burned.
Christ’s sacrifice is one such payment. However, if
an individual will not allow Christ’s blood to pay that
debt, the only recourse is for his life to be taken in
payment for his sin. If he is determined to live in
opposition to God, unconcerned about obeying God’s
commands, that person would be miserable living forever
anyway.
Instead, John 5:29 speaks of a “resurrection of
condemnation.” Paul says there will be “a resurrection
of the dead, both of the just and the unjust” (Acts
24:15). Similarly, Daniel 12:2 mentions those who
“shall awake . . . to shame and everlasting contempt.”
Anyone remaining in such opposition to God will be
resurrected to physical life, judgment will be passed,
his body will be burned in payment of his debt, and he
will cease to function. If he is even remembered, the
memory will be contemptible.
Review: This is why the second death continues as
a theme throughout Scripture, always in the
background but rarely mentioned. It is the final
event for those who choose to remain in opposition to
God after being giventhe opportunity to know Him.
Paul describes this in
Hebrews 10:26 For if we sin wilfully after that we
have received the knowledge of the truth, there
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,
Hebrews 10:27 But a certain fearful looking for of
judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the
adversaries.
It is unlikely that anyone sets out to choose the second death. Instead, it is chosen
incrementally, with all the little choices over time creating a character that is set and
unchangeable. That character will either be intent on overcoming, on hearing Christ’s voice, and
on trusting in God, or set in opposition to God and His law (Romans 8:7) and thus rejecting life.
The choice is ours.
<https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/1691/what-is-second-death.htm>

** Because humans are called souls in the Bible
(although technically the soul is the life force
contained in the blood, 'soul', 'life', 'breath of
life', 'person' are interchangeable terms in the
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Bible). In the Old Testament, the soul is stuck to the body, so often they are
spoken of as identical (Ezek. 18:4; Gen. 19:20; Josh. 10:35).”
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Gospel of Matthew Commentary
The word “soul” simply means life
Old Testament references to the soul are related to
the concept of breath and establish no distinction
between the ethereal soul and the corporeal
body. Christian concepts of a body-soul dichotomy
originated with the ancient Greeks and were introduced
into Christian theology at an early date by St. Gregory
of Nyssa and by St. Augustine.
"Ancient Greek concepts of the soul varied considerably according to the particular
era and philosophical school. The Epicureans considered the soul to be made up of atoms like
the rest of the body. For the Platonists, the soul was an immaterial and incorporeal substance,
akin to the gods yet part of the world of change and becoming. Aristotle's conception of the soul
was obscure, though he did state that it was a form inseparable from the body.
In Christian theology, St. Augustine spoke of the soul as a “rider” on the body, making clear the
split between the material and the immaterial, with the soul representing the “true” person.
However, although body and soul were separate, it was not possible to conceive of a soul without
its body. In the European Middle Ages, St. Thomas Aquinas returned to the Greek
philosophers' concept of the soul as a motivating principle of the body, independent but
requiring the substance of the body to make an individual."
"Just as there have been different concepts of the relation of the soul to the body, there
have been numerous ideas about when the soul comes into existence and when and if it dies.
Ancient Greek beliefs were varied and evolved over time. Pythagoras held that the soul was
of divine origin and existed before and after death. Plato and Socrates also accepted the
immortality of the soul, while Aristotle considered only part of the soul, the noûs, or intellect, to
have that quality. Epicurus believed that both body and soul ended at death. The early Christian
philosophers adopted the Greek concept of the soul's immortality and thought of the soul
as being created by God and infused into the body at conception."

- Encyclopædia Britannica, 1768-1771
"Christianity did not invent the concept of the soul,
but, like many other things, it inherited it from Greek
philosophy. For example, Plato the soul was the better
half of the two parts of the human person. There was
there body, which was cumbersome, temporary, and
decaying; and then there was the soul (psyche), the
invisible seat of wisdom, which was immortal and
effectively trapped by the body until death. Plato was
the first to describe the soul as an intangible,
incorporeal essence."
<https://www.walpolecatholic.net/what-where-human-soul-feb-1516
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3d) The word “soul” simply means life, pertaining
to that of any man or animal. The word “life” in
Leviticus 17:11 is translated from the same Hebrew word
for “soul.
Leviticus 17:11 For the life of the flesh [is] in the
blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to
make an atonement for your souls: for it [is] the blood

[that] maketh an atonement for the soul.
Strong's Concordance
nephesh: a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
Original Word: ֶנ ֶפשׁ
Part of Speech: Noun Feminine
Transliteration: nephesh
Phonetic Spelling: (neh'-fesh)
Definition: a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
NAS Exhaustive Concordance

Word Origin
from an unused word
Definition
a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
 (See above graphic)
”A correct way to read this verse is the following:
“For the soul of the flesh is in the blood.” Christ
gave His life (the Greek word psuche ) as a ransom for
Mankind (Mark 10:45) →→ even the Son of man came not
to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his
life a ransom for many.
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Strong's Concordance #5590
psuché: breath, the soul
Original Word: ψυχή, ῆς, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: psuché
Phonetic Spelling: (psoo-khay')
Definition: breath, the soul
Usage: (a) the vital breath, breath of life, (b) the human soul, (c) the soul as the seat of affections
and will, (d) the self, (e) a human person, an individual.
HELPS Word-studies
5590 psyxḗ (from psyxō, "to breathe, blow" which is the root of the English words "psyche,"
"psychology") – soul (psyche); a person's distinct identity (unique personhood), i.e. individual
personality.
5590 (psyxē) corresponds exactly to the OT 5315 /phágō ("soul"). The soul is the direct
aftermath of God breathing (blowing) His gift of life into a person, making them an
ensouled being.

→→ by pouring out His soul (his life’s blood) as
payment for our sins (Isa. 53:12).
Isaiah 53:12 Therefore will I divide him [a portion]
with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the
strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death:
and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare
the sin of many, and made intercession for the
transgressors.
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◄ 5315. nephesh ►
Strong's Concordance
nephesh: a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
Original Word: ֶנ ֶפשׁ
Part of Speech: Noun Feminine
Transliteration: nephesh
Phonetic Spelling: (neh'-fesh)
Definition: a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
from an unused word
Definition
a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
NASB Translation
any (1), anyone (2), anyone* (1), appetite (7), being (1), beings (3), body (1), breath (1), corpse
(2), creature (6), creatures (3), dead (1), dead person (2), deadly (1), death (1), defenseless* (1),
desire (12), desire* (2), discontented* (1), endure* (1), feelings (1), fierce* (2), greedy* (1),
heart (5), heart's (2), herself (12), Himself (4), himself (19), human (1), human being (1), hunger
(1), life (146), life* (1), lifeblood* (2), lives (34), living creature (1), longing* (1), man (4),
man's (1), men* (2), mind (2), Myself (3), myself (2), number (1), ones (1), others (1), ourselves
(3), own (1), passion* (1), people (2), people* (1), perfume* (1), person (68), person* (1),
persons (19), slave (1), some (1), soul (238), soul's (1), souls (12), strength (1), themselves (6),
thirst (1), throat (2), will (1), wish (1), wishes (1), yourself (11), yourselves (13).

As previously stated, “soul” refers to the physical
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life of an animal or person.
Review: The "human soul" - the life of the flesh' is in the blood.
Leviticus 17:11 For the life of the flesh [is] in the blood: and I have given it to you
upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it [is] the blood [that]
maketh an atonement for the soul.

Strong's Concordance
nephesh: a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
Original Word: ֶנ ֶפשׁ
Part of Speech: Noun Feminine
Transliteration: nephesh
Phonetic Spelling: (neh'-fesh)
Definition: a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
from an unused word
Definition
a soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion
NASB Translation
any (1), anyone (2), anyone* (1), appetite (7), being (1), beings (3), body (1), breath (1), corpse
(2), creature (6), creatures (3), dead (1), dead person (2), deadly (1), death (1), defenseless* (1),
desire (12), desire* (2), discontented* (1), endure* (1), feelings (1), fierce* (2), greedy* (1),
heart (5), heart's (2), herself (12), Himself (4), himself (19), human (1), human being (1), hunger
(1), life (146), life* (1), lifeblood* (2), lives (34), living creature (1), longing* (1), man (4),
man's (1), men* (2), mind (2), Myself (3), myself (2), number (1), ones (1), others (1), ourselves
(3), own (1), passion* (1), people (2), people* (1), perfume* (1), person (68), person* (1),
persons (19), slave (1), some (1), soul (238), soul's (1), souls (12), strength (1), themselves (6),
thirst (1), throat (2), will (1), wish (1), wishes (1), yourself (11), yourselves (13).
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Brown-Driver-Briggs
 ֫ ֶנ ֶפשׁ756 noun feminineGenesis 49:6 (so even Genesis 2:19; Numbers 31:28; 1 Kings 19:2 see
AlbrZAW xvi (1896), 42 SS) soul, living being, life, self, person, desire, appetite, emotion,

and passion
1 = that which breathes, the breathing substance or being = ψυχή, anima, the soul, the inner
being of man:

The life force is dead in the lost person because of Adam and Eve's sin in
the Garden of Eden. But a saved person has living body, spirit and life force. his
dead spirit is regenerated, replaced by the holy Spirit.
1Thessalonians 5:23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and [I pray
God] your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ.
What is the life force (soul) and where is it located
in Man? (continued)
The life force (soul) refers to one's conscious
experience. Consciousness is all that we are aware of
at a given moment, all the sights, sounds, feelings,
smells and thoughts. To expand consciousness means to
be aware of more, to have more simultaneous perceptions
and associations. Animals have souls (consciousness)
too and that soul refers to their conscious experience,
as well.
Medically speaking, the source of consciousness is
the oxidation of glucose: the energy of sunlight is
encapsulated by plants and from there enters the human
brain as glucose via the blood stream. The mechanism of
blood distribution, first visualized by Bart Huges in the
1960’s,describes
the
physiological
roots
of
consciousness as based on the energy supply to the brain.
It both looks at the overall blood supply to the brain
and how that can vary, and the local distributionof blood
within the brain. Apart from the brain’s development
there is the matter of its irrigation -the relationship
of blood and consciousness and how the possibility of
improving the blood supply can enhance the consciousness,
To empower brain cells to do their function they must
have sufficient energy. Increasing the energy supply
permits more brain function
more
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consciousness. Different levels of consciousness are
dependent on different amounts of blood in the brain. I
would like to suggest that seeing the different levels
of consciousness as being dependent on the blood supply
to the brain adds a keystone in our understanding of
ourselves.
http://beckleyfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/2001_05-Blood-Consciousness-Mind-StatesII.pdf>

- The life force is integral - to life itself. Thus,
there is a relationship between blood and the nephesh.
Deuteronomy 12:23 Only be sure that thou eat not the
blood: for the blood [is] the life; and thou mayest not
eat the life with the flesh.
- states that “the blood is the life [nephesh].”
The “life force” then, depends on blood for its
physical existence.
< https://archive.gci.org/articles/soul-and-spirit-in-scripture/>

Brown-Driver-Briggs
נֶפשׁ
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noun feminineGenesis 49:6 (so even Genesis 2:19; Numbers
31:28; 1 Kings 19:2 soul, living being, life, self,
person, desire, appetite, emotion, and passion
a. a living being whose life resides in the blood
(hence sacrificial use of blood, and its prohib. in
other uses; first in D), Deuteronomy 12:23,24 only be
sure that thou eat not the blood, for the blood is the
living being ( ;) ֶנּה פשׁ הוּא הדּםand thou shalt not eat the
living being with the flesh (ֶנּה פשׁ

 ;)הבּ שׂר עםthou shalt

pour it upon the earth as water; this is enlarged in H,
Leviticus 17:10,11,12,14 and in P Genesis 9:4,5,
compare Jeremiah 2:34.
Therefore, Man's soul is a part of his blood.
Where is the life force located in Man? - 2
Man does not yet have anything immortal. In the
future Christians will, but the lost never will. The
life force is just one component of Man's being. The
soul is defined as 'life' and the life of the flesh is
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in the blood. Expanded review:
- Therefore, Man's life force is a part of his
blood.
Genesis 9:4 But flesh with the life thereof, [which is]
the blood thereof, shall ye not eat. It is apparent the
“soul” of man and beast is a part of their life
existence within a body of “flesh.” The life force is
also translated “lifeblood”; the “blood” is said to be
the “life” of the flesh. This means without the blood
flowing, the body would expire.
We can infer, from this limited amount of Scripture,that
the “life force” is created within the body of flesh of
both man and beast. Often, in the Hebrew language, the
word “nephesh” is used to refer to the living creature
residing within the body; in other words, the human body
is the house for the “breathingcreature” (i.e.- the life
force). This conclusion is supported by Genesis 9:5 which
reads:
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Genesis 9:5 And surely your blood of your lives
(nephesh) will I require; at the hand of every beast
will I require it, and at the hand of man (Hebrew=adam);
at the hand of every man's brother will I require the
life of man.
We conclude the human body houses this 'life force'
during its stay on earth.
- Therefore, the eating of blood is forbidden
before the law (Genesis 9:4), during the law:
Leviticus 17:11 For the life of the flesh [is] in the
blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to
make an atonement for your souls: for it [is] the blood
[that] maketh an atonement for the soul.
Leviticus 17:12 Therefore I said unto the children of
Israel, No soul of you shall eat blood, neither shall
any stranger that sojourneth among you eat blood.
and after the law Acts 15:29 That ye abstain from meats offered to idols,
and from blood, and from things strangled, and from
fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall
do well. Fare ye well.
The blood of beasts is exempted from the permission to
eat, because it is the soul of beasts.
According to Genesis 9:5, Man's blood and Man's
soul are closely associated.
Genesis 9:5 And surely your blood of your lives will I
require; at the hand of every beast will I require it,
and at the hand of man; at the hand of every man's
brother will I require the life of man.
The prohibition of eating the blood is thus clearly
established because the blood contains the soul in
itself.
Thus the Bible tells us that the soul (life) is in
the blood.
In the Bible, the life force is in the blood
because blood is so intimately involved in the life
processes. Medically speaking, once the blood fails to
reach the cells and members of the body, they promptly
die and no man ever dies until his blood ceases to
circulate. The life is in the blood.
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There is no such thing as a 'soul' separated from a
body. When the body dies, the soul also dies. (For it
is a component of the blood.) Thus it is biblically
impossible for the soul to exist apart from the body.
Some say a soul can separates from a body, but the
Bible indicates otherwise.
Among the word renderings it is impossible to come
to the conclusion that 'nephesh' is talking about an
immortal part of the body which floats off to 'hell'
upon the death of the unbeliever's body. 'Nephesh' is
rendered “soul” 530 times, “life” or “living” 190 times,
“person” 34 times, “beasts and creeping things” 28
times. It is also rendered “a man”, “a person”, “self”,
“they”, “we”, “him”, “anyone”, “breath”, “heart”,
“mind”, “appetite”, “the body” etc. In no instance does
this word support the modern Christian idea that the
soul is something immortal – but always the reverse in
fact. Is the 'soul' immortal? The Bible says no.
The Bible tells us that the soul (life) is in the
blood. In the Bible, the soul is said to be in the
blood because blood is so intimately involved in the
life processes. If so, how can the soul ever depart
from the body? But that is exactly what many believe
happens in Genesis 31:18. Rachel's soul is thought to
depart from her body when she dies:
Genesis 35:18 And it came to pass, as her soul was in
departing, (for she died) that she called his name
Benoni: but his father called him Benjamin.
Does this passage imply that Rachel had an 'inner
being' that departed at her death? Not at all. Remember,
the word “soul” can refer to the life that a person
possesses. So in this case Rachel’s “soul” simply meant
her “life.” That is why other Bibles render the phrase
“her soul was going out” as “her life was ebbing away”
(Knox), “she breathed her last” (Jerusalem Bible), and
“her life went from her” (Bible in Basic English).
There is no indication that a mysterious part of Rachel
survived her death.
It is similar with the resurrection of a widow’s
son, recorded in 1Kings 17:22 And the LORD heard the
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voice of Elijah;and the soul of the child came into
him again, and herevived.
Once again, the word “soul” means “life.” Thus, the
New American Standard Bible reads: “The life of the
child returned to him and he revived.” It was life, not
some shadowy form, that returned to the boy. This is in
harmony with what Elijah said to the boy’s mother:
1Kings 17:23 And Elijah took the child, and brought him
down out of the chamber into the house, and delivered
him unto his mother: and Elijah said, See, thy son
liveth. The Hebrew word, "nephesh" rendered "soul" in
this passage is translated "life" in one hundred other
passages, E.g. Exodus. 4:19; 21:23; 21:30.
The Hebrew word “psyche” has been translated “soul”
in this text, but in forty other texts, such as in
Matthew 16:25 it has been translated “life.”
Review: Annihilationism and the Old Testament
The traditional view that the wicked suffer
eternally makes little use of the Old Testament.
Defenders of the traditional view justify this on the
grounds that Old Testament authors weren’t concerned
with the afterlife. Annihilationists believe that this
approach is mistaken.
The Old Testament actually has a good deal to say about
the ultimate destiny of those who resist God. Peter
specifically cites the destruction of Sodom and
Gomorrah as a pattern of how God judges the wicked. The
Lord turned the inhabitants of these cities “to ashes”
and “condemned them to extinction” thus making “them an
example of what is coming to the ungodly…” (2 Pet. 2:6).
Conversely, the Lord’s rescue of Lot sets a pattern for
how the Lord will “rescue the godly from trial” (2 Pet.
2:9). We thus have a precedent set in the New Testament
for learning about the fate of the wicked in the Old
Testament. And what we learn is that they are
“condemned… to extinction.”
The Old Testament says the wicked will be destroyed
Upon reading the Old Testament, one finds that it
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says over and over in many different ways that the
unsaved (the wicked) will be destroyed and be gone
forever. "The Old Testament gives us a clear picture of
the destruction of the wicked (perhaps because it is
more oriented to this world than the next) and supplies
the basic imagery of divine judgment for the New
Testament as well. Consider Psalm 37 where we read that
the wicked fade like grass and wither like the herb (v.
2),that they will be cut off and be no more (vv. 9, 10),
that they will perish and vanish like smoke(v. 20), and
be altogether destroyed (v. 38). Listen to this oracle
from the prophet Malachi: "For behold, the day comes,
burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all
evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall
burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will
leave them neither root nor branch" (4:1). The message
is plain. The finally impenitent wicked will perish and
be no more. Turning to the New Testament, Jesus'
teaching about the afterlife is sketchy in matters of
detail. While he certainly referred to a destiny beyond
the grave either of bliss or woe, he did not bother to
give us a clear conception of it. He was not a
systematic theologian but a preacher more concerned
with the importance of a decision here and now than
with speculations about the furniture of heaven or the
temperature of hellcat the same time Jesus said things
which support the impression the Old Testament gives us.
He presented God's judgment as the destruction of the
wicked. He said that God could and perhaps would
destroy body and soul in hell, if He must (Matt. 10:28).
Jesus' words are reminiscent of John the Baptist's when
he said that the wicked are like dry wood about to be
thrown into the fire and like chaff to be burned in the
unquenchable fire (Matt. 3:10, 12). He warned that the
wicked will be cast away into hell like so much
rejected garbage into the Gehenna of fire (5:30), an
allusion to the valley outside Jerusalem where
sacrifices were once offered to Moloch (2 Kings 16:3;
21:6), and possibly the place where garbage actually
smoldered and burned in Jesus' day. Our Lord said that
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the wicked will be burned up there just like weeds when
thrown into the fire (13:30, 42, 49, 50). The
impression is a very strong one that the impenitent
wicked can expect to be destroyed. The Apostle Paul
communicates the same thing, plainly thinking of divine
judgment as the destruction of the wicked. He writes of
everlasting destruction which will come upon the
wicked(2 Thes. 1:9). He warns that the wicked will reap
corruption (Gal. 6:8). He states that God will destroy
the wicked (1 Cor. 3:17; Phil. 1:28). He speaks of
their fate as a death they deserve to die (Rom. 1:32)
and which is the wages of their sins (6:23).About the
wicked, he states plainly and concisely: "Their end is
destruction" (Phil. 3:19).It is no different in the
other New Testament books. Peter speaks of "the fire
which has been kept until the day of judgment and the
destruction of ungodly men" (2 Pet. 3:7). The author to
the Hebrews speaks of the wicked who shrink back and
are destroyed (Heb. 10:39). Peter says that false
teachers who deny the Lord who bought them will bring
upon themselves "swift destruction" (2 Pet. 2:1, 3).
They will resemble the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah
which were "condemned to extinction" (2:6). They will
perish like the ancient world perished when deluged in
the great Flood (3:6, 7). Jude also points to Sodom as
an analogy to God's judgment, being the city which
underwent "a punishment of eternal fire" (Jude 7).
Similarly, the Apocalypse of John speaks of the lake of
fire consuming the wicked and of the second death(Rev.
20:14, 15).At the very least it should be obvious to
any impartial reader that the Bible may legitimately be
read to teach the final destruction of the wicked
without difficulty. I am not making it up. It is not
wishful thinking. It is simply a natural interpretation
of Scripture on the subject of Divine judgment. I think
it is outrageous for traditionalists to say that a
biblical basis for the destruction of the wicked is
lacking. What is in short supply are texts supporting
the traditional view. If eternal torment is true, then
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where is this plain teaching in the Tanach (Old
Testament)?
Isn't it hard to believe that such an important
teaching as eternal torment has no clear verses stating
this fate in the Old Testament? Virtually every
important doctrine has its roots in the Old Testament
and is taught in typology (or symbols) there. Where is
this taught in symbols? Was the lamb of Exodus tortured
forever? Were any of the sacrifices tortured forever?
No, the sacrifices were eventually turned to ashes.
"And they shall take away the ashes from the altar"
(Numbers 4:13) If this was the fate of all the
offerings (including the sin offerings), then why
should the fate of the sinner be any different?
It would be unreasonable that God would give them
such detail of what would happen to Israel (Deut 28:15)
in this lifetime and then say nothing of the eternal
torment facing them. And if it be as important as it is
supposed to be now, it was equally important then. Yet
no single indication of it is discoverable in the
writings of Moses. How could God have warned Israel in
detail about punishments in this life, droughts,
plagues, and other punishments and not say one word
about the most important punishment of all, eternal
torment?
The New Testament writers used the Old Testament
types to show how the destruction of sinners in the
hands of an angry God happens. It was turning them
into ashes, not tormenting them for long periods of
time. Sodom and Gomorrah are a supreme type given by
Peter and he says "And turning the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow,
making them an ensample" (2 Peter 2:6). Notice, Peter
says two things about the fate of the ungodly:
3. They are an example for us to see what awaits the
ungodly.
4. They eventually became ashes meaning cremated! (see
also Malachi 4:3)
William West states this more of these thoughts most
forcefully:
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ADAM: God told Adam in the day he ate he would die. He
was not told that after his death he would be subjected
to endless torment.
CAIN: His sin was the first murder, which, by most, is
believed to be the greatest of all sins. What was his
punishment? His punishment was that he was to be a
fugitive and a vagabond in his lifetime on the
earth. Not one word about any punishment after his
death. The punishment for anyone who killed Cain would
be seven times greater than the punishment of Cain. How
could anything be seven times greater than (eternal
torture)?
All the curses of the Law, if they did not keep it,
were in this lifetime (Deuteronomy 28:18-19). Not one
word was said about a curse after this lifetime.
It would be past comprehension that God would give them
such detail of what would happen to them in this
lifetime and say nothing of the unending pain He was
going to forever heap on them."
Source: The Resurrection and Immortality, William West,
Xulon Press, 2006, various excerpts from chapter seven,
A strange and unexplainable silence.
Again, the same thing is said in another
evangelical commentary:
"There is no doctrine of hell (i.e. eternal torment) in
the Old Testament. In Isaiah 66:24, at one time a much
quoted verse, the reference is not to the continuing
personality (nephesh) of the rebels, but to their
corpses."
(The International Bible Commentary, second edition,
Grand Rapids, MI, Zondervan Publishing House, 1986,
p.64 column 1)
If there was such a thing as eternal torment taught
in the Tanach (Old Testament), then how could the
Apostle Paul proclaim to the unsaved idol worshippers
in Athens, "In the past God overlooked such
ignorance" (Acts 17:30). How could this statement be
true if God was planning to torture them eternally? Did
God really overlook this then? Paul said the wicked
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would be destroyed, "Whose end is destruction"
(Philippians 3:19) not eternally tormented. Moses said
nothing of eternal torture. Jesus said the human soul
would be destroyed not preserved (Matthew 10:28)
Another way God portrays the destruction of the
wicked is by saying they will be “cut off.” The phrase
“cut off” is used in several different ways in the Old
Testament. In some instances it can mean destroy.
Isaiah 10:7 Howbeit he meaneth not so, neither doth
his heart think so; but [it is] in his heart to destroy
and cut off nations not a few.

Strong's Concordance
karath: to cut off, cut down
Original Word: ָכּ ַרת
Part of Speech: Verb
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Transliteration: karath
Phonetic Spelling: (kaw-rath')
Definition: to cut off, cut down
The NAS Old Testament Hebrew Lexicon

1. to cut, cut off, cut down, cut off a body part, cut
out, eliminate, kill, cut a covenant
Similar usage of karath is found in Amos 1:8,
Obadiah 1:10.
Amos 1:8 And I will cut off the inhabitant from Ashdod,
and him that holdeth the sceptre from Ashkelon, and I
will turn mine hand against Ekron: and the remnant of
the Philistines shall perish, saith the Lord GOD.
Obadiah 1:10 For [thy] violence against thy brother
Jacob shame shall cover thee, and thou shalt be cut off
for ever.
Clear OT verses that state that the wicked will be
destroyed:
Obadiah 1:16 For as ye have drunk upon my holy
mountain, [so] shall all the heathen drink continually,
yea, they shall drink, and they shall swallow down, and
they shall be as though they had not been.
Psalms 9:5 Thou hast rebuked the heathen, thou hast
destroyed the wicked, thou hast put out their name for
ever and ever.
Psalms 37:38 But the transgressors shall be destroyed
together: the end of the wicked shall be cut off.
Psalms 92:7 When the wicked spring as the grass, and
when all the workers of iniquity do flourish; [it is]
that they shall be destroyed for ever:
In contrast to clear verses like these that say the
wicked will be off, destroyed and be no more, there is
not one clear and indisputable Old Testament verse that
shows the wicked living forever in torment. Additional
Old Testament verses confirm the destruction of the
wicked:
Psalms 28:5 Because they regard not the works of the
LORD, nor the operation of his hands, he shall destroy
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them, and not build them up.
Proverbs 10:29 The way of the LORD [is] strength to
the upright: but destruction [shall be] to the workers
of iniquity.
Proverbs 14:11 The house of the wicked shall be
overthrown: but the tabernacle of the upright shall
flourish.
Hosea 7:13 Woe unto them! for they have fled from me:
destruction unto them! because they have transgressed
against me: though I have redeemed them, yet they have
spoken lies against me.
Review: The New Testament says the wicked will be
destroyed
Usually a Greek word will be translated as several
different English words depending on the context. Also,
different Greek words will sometimes be translated by
the same English word. This makes trying to do biblical
research by studying the English words confusing and
can lead to false conclusions. However, in addition to
the illustrations and comparisons about the destruction
of the unsaved, the New Testament uses more than half a
dozen Greek words to describe what will happen to the
unsaved and they each refer to death and destruction,
not continued life in torment. If we are going to
arrive at the true meaning of Scripture, we must pay
careful attention to the vocabulary it uses because God
chooses His vocabulary carefully. When it comes to the
total destruction of the wicked, God uses many
different Greek words to make the point again and again
that the wicked will be destroyed. Below is a list of
the major Greek words God uses to portray the
destruction of the wicked.
Apōleia (#684 ἀπώλεια). Apōleia means “the destruction
that one experiences
Apollumi (#622 ἀπόλλυμι). Apollumi means “to cause or
experience destruction”
Esthiō #2068 means “eat,” and thus by extension it also
came to mean “to do away with completely; consume;
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devour”
Exolethreuō (#1842 ἐξολεθρεύω). This is an amplification
of olethros (2 Thessalonians. 1:9 below) and means to
destroy completely.
Katastrophē (#2692 καταστροφή). 2 Peter 2:6 says that God
reduced Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes as an example of
what would happen to ungodly people. Some Greek texts
include the word katastrophē, which means “condition of
total destruction”
Olethros (#3639 ὄλεθρος). Olethros means “a state of
destruction, destruction, ruin, death”
Phthora (#5356, φθορά). Phthora means the “total
destruction of an entity”
Thanatos (#2288 θάνατος). Thanatos means “death; the
termination of physical life” Thanatos is also used in
to reference to the second death — the destruction of
both soul and body in the lake of fire. In fact, the
Greek word translated as “death” in the phrase “the
second death” is thanatos. For instance, ‘He that
overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death
(thanatos).’
Many New Testament verses state the destruction of
the wicked:
1Timothy 6:9 But they that will be rich fall into
temptation and a snare, and [into] many foolish and
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and
perdition.
Romans 9:22 [What] if God, willing to shew [his] wrath,
and to make his power known, endured with much
longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to
destruction:
Philippians 3:18 (For many walk, of whom I have told
you often, and now tell you even weeping, [that they
are] the enemies of the cross of Christ:
Philippians 3:19 Whose end [is] destruction, whose God
[is their] belly, and [whose] glory [is] in their shame,
who mind earthly things.)
2Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ:
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2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;
2Peter 2:12 But these, as natural brute beasts, made
to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things
that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in
their own corruption;
N. T. Use of the Word Apollumi (Perish, Destroy)
A consideration of the words used in the Greek New
Testament
We now would direct the reader to the New Testament,
and the examination of the words used therein in the
teaching, warning, or demonstration of the wages of sin.
Apollumi.- This word is translated in the A.V. as
follows: "Destroy," 23 times; "lose," 21 times; "be
destroyed," 3 times; "be lost," 10 times; "be marred,"
once; "die," once; and "perish," 33 times.
In examining "the words which the Holy Ghost teacheth"
we must ever remember that the literal sense of the
words is prima facie their true sense. It is this
literal sense which is the common, ordinary,
fundamental basis of all language, and accurate
communication of thought. "Labour not for the meat
which perisheth but for that meat which endureth to
age-abiding life" (John 6:27). "They shall perish, but
Thou remainest" (Heb. 1:11). None can fail to see that
the word perish in these passages is the opposite of
enduring or remaining. By what system of contrarieties
do men seek to explain the Bible when the object of
perishing is the sinner? Why should perishing in this
special case mean remaining or enduring in conscious
suffering? Dean Alford is responsible for the following
statement:
"A canon of interpretation which should be constantly
borne in mind is that a figurative sense of words is
never admissible except when required by the context."
Before passing on to the consideration of the next
word, we would like to quote the primary meaning of
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apollumi as given by Liddell and Scott:
"Apollumi. To destroy utterly, to kill, slay: of things,
to demolish, to lay waste, to lose utterly."
Apoleia. - This word is a noun derived from the word
apollumi, and means destruction. It is rendered by the
A.V. as follows: "damnation," once; "damnable," once;
"destruction," 5 times; "to die," once; "perdition," 8
times; "pernicious ways," once; and with eimi eis and
accusative, "perish," once; "waste," twice. The same
word is rendered "pernicious ways" in verse 2, and
"destruction" in verse 1: Here the one word apoleia is
rendered by four words in those verses. The R.V.
renders the word "destruction," and destruction
consistently (the word "pernicious" in verse 2 is not
apoleia in the best Greek MSS. and is rendered
"lascivious doings" in R.V.). In Pet. 3:7 the word
occurs again, translated "perdition," and finally in
verse 16 it is translated "destruction," which passage
the R.V. renders as in the second chapter "destruction."
The fact that men are "perishing" and need
salvation is emphasized again and again. We have
noticed the word in John 3:16. In 1 Cor. 1:18 we read,
"For the preaching of the cross is to them who are
perishing - foolishness, but unto them who are being
saved - unto us it is the power of God." It is the same
word (translated "lost" in A.V.) in 2 Cor. 4:3, "If our
gospel is veiled, to them who are perishing it is
veiled."
Again, "Apollumi. To destroy utterly, to kill, slay:
of things, to demolish, to lay waste, to lose utterly."
Apoleia. - This word is a noun derived from the word
apollumi, and means destruction. It is rendered by the
A.V. as follows: "damnation," once; "damnable," once;
"destruction," 5 times; "to die," once; "perdition," 8
times; "pernicious ways," once; and with eimi eis and
accusative, "perish," once; "waste," twice. The words
"damnation " and "damnable" both occur in 2 Peter 2:1,
3, "damnable heresies," and "their damnation." The same
word is rendered "pernicious ways" in verse 2, and
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"destruction" in verse 1: Here the one word apoleia is
rendered by four words in those verses. In Pet. 3:7 the
word occurs again, translated "perdition" and finally
in verse 16 it is translated "destruction".
<https://truthaccordingtoscripture.com/documents/death/per

<ReThink everything you thought you Knew
https://reknew.org/2008/01/the-case-for-annihilationism/>

However, some hold to the theory that destruction
is merely ruin, loss, not of being, but of well-being.
This can be true, but it depends on the context of the
verse. In the case of Scripture that deals with the
Bible's urgent message to seek salvation or God's
justice in our opinion it conforms full to the primary
meaning of the word 'destruction'. Note that we do not
claim that destruction is annihilation. The passages
appealed to teach annihilation do no such thing. Perish
speaks of physical death, not annihilation. The
destruction of the unbeliever means to be sent away
from the life of the Lord.
The Bible clearly foretells the resurrection of the
wicked, and a second death for them. Paul wrote.
I have hope in God, which they themselves also accept,
that there will be a resurrection of the dead, both of
the just and unjust (Acts 24:15)
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to
the churches. He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the
second death (Revelation 2:11).
Why have a second death if people are annihilated when
they die?
Verses where the meaning of olethros is clearly the
primary meaning of destroy.
2Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance
on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ:
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;
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◄ 3639. olethros ►
Strong's Concordance
olethros: destruction, death
Original Word: ὄλεθρος, ου, ὁ
Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine
Transliteration: olethros
Phonetic Spelling: (ol'-eth-ros)

Definition: destruction, death
Usage: ruin, doom, destruction, death.
*The noted Greek scholar W. E. Vine explains, “The
idea is not extinction but ruin, loss, not of being,
but of well-being” (An Expository Dictionary of New
Testament Words [Westwood, N.J.: Revel, 1940] The term
is often used in the New Testament to indicate eternal
damnation. →
*This may to be true in the situations outlined below
however the context in which olethros is used is of
extreme importance, as is the case with most words, as
is shown throughout this document. There are verses
where the context is destruction in the 'purest' sense
of the word, but not annihilation.
→ (see, e.g., Mt 10:28; Lk 13:3; Jn 3:16; Ro. 2:12),
which applies to unbelievers. “But even with that
meaning the word does not connote extinction, as
annihilationists claim, but rather spiritual calamity
that will continue.” (MacArthur, J: Romans 9-16.
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Chicago: Moody Press)
Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon defines apollumi as
“to be delivered up to eternal misery” (p. 36). Since
Thayer himself was a Unitarian who did not believe in
eternal punishment, his definition could only be the
result of his knowledge of the meaning of this Greek
word. There is no lexicographical evidence for the
annihilationist’s position that apollumi means “to
annihilate” or “to pass into nonexistence.”
Robert Morey - That apollumi cannot mean “nonexistence”
is clear from the way it is consistently used in the
New Testament
(Matt. 9:17; Luke 15:4, 6, 8, 9; John 6:12, 27; 2 Cor.
4:9; etc.). Do people pass into nonexistence when they
are killed by a sword (Matt. 26:52) or a snake?
(1 Cor. 10:9). Do people become nonexistent when they
are hungry? (Luke 15:17). Do wineskins pass into
nonexistence when they are destroyed by bursting?
(Matt. 9:17). Is food annihilated when it spoils?
(John 6:27). In every instance where the word apollumi
is found in the New Testament, something other than
annihilation is being described.
Apollumi is used some 265 times in the Greek
translation of the Hebrew OT (the Septuagint). For
example in Psalm 1 we read that the LORD knows the way
of the righteous, but the way of the wicked
will perish (LXX = apollumi)
The Apostles, like Jesus, used this same word,
apollumi, in reference to the second death — the
eternal fate of the ungodly:
1Corinthians 1:18 For the preaching of the cross is to
them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are
saved it is the power of God.
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◄ 622. apollumi ►
Strong's Concordance
apollumi: to destroy, destroy utterly
Original Word: ἀπόλλυμι
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: apollumi
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-ol'-loo-mee)
Definition: to destroy, destroy utterly
Usage: (a) I kill, destroy, (b) I lose, mid: I am perishing (the resultant death being viewed as
certain).

2Thessalonians 2:10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in
them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they
might be saved.

2Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise,
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as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to
us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that
all should come to repentance.

All these passages are indeed referring to what
will happen at the second death and yet, again, there
is no mention of eternal roasting in conscious torment.
In view of such blatantly clear biblical evidence, how
can adherents of eternal torture possibly maintain
their view?
Luke 17:29 But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom
it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed
[them] all.

◄ 622. apollumi ►
Strong's Concordance
apollumi: to destroy, destroy utterly
Original Word: ἀπόλλυμι
Part of Speech: Verb
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Transliteration: apollumi
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-ol'-loo-mee)
Definition: to destroy, destroy utterly
Usage: (a) I kill, destroy, (b) I lose, mid: I am perishing (the resultant death being viewed as
certain).
HELPS Word-studies
622 apóllymi (from 575 /apó, "away from," which intensifies ollymi, "to destroy") – properly,
fully destroy, cutting off entirely (note the force of the prefix, 575 /apó).
622 /apóllymi ("violently/completely perish") implies permanent (absolute) destruction, i.e. to
cancel out (remove); "to die, with the implication of ruin and destruction" (L & N, 1, 23.106);
cause to be lost (utterly perish) by experiencing a miserable end.

Consider again the word 'olethros', also
meaning destruction:
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;

In the above verse we meet with one of the most
dread terms in all Scripture, the word "eternal
destruction" -olethros in the Greek, which is also
found at 1 Thess.5:3; 1 Cor. 5:5; and 1 Tim. 6:9;
while a verb form occurs at Acts 3:23; 1 Cor. 10:10;
and Heb. 11:28.
As we have said, the word ‘eternal’ does not belong in
the Bible in any context, unless the promises of eternity
are being discussed. We know the meaning of the word, but we
cannot conceive of existing in its realm. That is why,
although God is eternal, He presents himself to us as the
eonian God. This is especially true in verses dealing with
human punishment and destruction. Only when Christians can
utilize their mind of Christ fully will they be able to
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exist and understand the eternal realm.
A more accurate translation of 2Thessalonians 1:9 makes
this concept clearer:
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of
his power;

Here we can see that the destruction (ruin) is not
eternal, but eonian (pertaining to the ages), a term
humans can well understand.
Liddell & Scott (Greek Lexicon) say the word otheron
means "ruin, destruction, death," and give quotations
from Homer shewing that with him the word always meant
death,usually as something gloomy, bitter, or miserable,
or utter death. Other associations of the word are
"pestilent," "pernicious," a curse or plague or ruin to
others. We must therefore keep in view that there may
be a possibility that 2Thess. 1:9 refers to pestilence.
The time must approximate fairly closely to that of Rev.
16, which details the pouring out of the seven bowls of
God's fury into the earth. The first bowl produces
malignant ulcers in those having the mark of the wildbeast and worshipping its image (verse 1). See also
verses 10 and 11. The great mass of mankind in that day
will be suffering from intolerable ulcers and other
miseries, probably due to the eating of unclean foods
and devitalized foods, and over consumption of drugs of
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all kinds.
Olethros, is found more often in the Greek Old
Testament than in the New-eleven times in all. It is
the translation of the following Hebrew words: abad
(lose, perish); aid (calamity); kachad (put out of
sight); mshamah (desolation); Phachad (dread, terror);
shaun (tumult); shod and shoded (spoil). This seems to
shew that there is more, and also less, in this Greek
word than the idea of destruction and extermination.
Obadiah 1:13 Thou shouldest not have entered into the
gate of my people in the day of their calamity; yea,
thou shouldest not have looked on their affliction in
the day of their calamity, nor have laid [hands] on
their substance in the day of their calamity;

Obadiah verse 13: Three times the Hebrew speaks of "the
day of their calamity" (edow). The Greek version reads
first, "their miseries" (ponon), then "their olethros,"
and finally "their lostness" (apoleia). This might
indicate that olethros bore some relation to misery and
lostness. Verse 12 mentions a day of "lostness" (A.V.
destruction) and a day of distress. Three times in V.
13 Rotherham reads "misfortune" for calamity.
Obadiah 1:12 But thou shouldest not have looked on the
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day of thy brother in the day that he became a stranger;
neither shouldest thou have rejoiced over the children
of Judah in the day of their destruction; neither
shouldest thou have spoken proudly in the day of
distress.
Obadiah 1:13 Thou shouldest not have entered into the
gate of my people in the day of their calamity; yea,
thou shouldest not have looked on their affliction in
the day of their calamity, nor have laid [hands] on
their substance in the day of their calamity;
To understand the passage aright, however, it is
necessary to observe that the negative used throughout
verses 12 to 14 is not the common la, but the "al
deprecative," meaning, "do not (I pray)." The
Authorized King James version reads "thou shouldest
not," but the marginal "do not" is correct, as
Rotherham reads. The effect of this is that the whole
passage may refer to the future, for verse 15 states
that the Day of Jehovah is near upon all the Gentiles."
We can now state definitely that olethros cannot
signify utter destruction or annihilation. It means
some kind of calamity or catastrophe, which comes
suddenly. What does 2Thess. 1:9 tell us? Paul tells us
of those who at the Lord's coming will rightly incur
eonian olethros from the Lord's face, and from the
glory of His strength. Does not this speak of
banishment, and thus loss? Why "from" the Lord's face?
At the same time, according to Matt. 25:31, 32,
whenever the Son of Man comes in His glory, all will be
gathered in front of Him. Those who are banished from
Him are dispatched into the eonian fire (v. 25:41),
which is explained in v. 25:46 as "eonian chastening."
Does it not therefore seem likely that this chastening
or restraint (kolasis) may be the continuing process,
which follows upon the olethros, or sudden cutting-off,
sudden discomfiture?
◄ 3639. olethros ►
Strong's Concordance
olethros: destruction, death
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Original Word: ὄλεθρος, ου, ὁ
Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine
Transliteration: olethros
Phonetic Spelling: (ol'-eth-ros)
Definition: destruction, death
Usage: ruin, doom, destruction, death.
Greek/Hebrew Definitions
Strong's #3639: olethros (pronounced ol'-eth-ros)
from a primary ollumi (to destroy; a prolonged form); ruin, i.e. death, punishment:--destruction.
Thayer's Greek Lexicon:
olethros
1) ruin, destroy, death
1a) for the destruction of the flesh, said of the external ills and troubles by which the lusts of the
flesh are subdued and destroyed
Part of Speech: noun masculine
Relation: from a primary ollumi (to destroy, a prolonged form)
Citing in TDNT: 5:168, 681
Usage:
This word is used 4 times:
1 Corinthians 5:5: "such a one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the"
1 Thessalonians 5:3: "safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail"
2 Thessalonians 1:9: "Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of
the"
1 Timothy 6:9: "drown men in destruction and perdition."
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
from ollumi (to destroy)
Definition destruction, death
NASB Translation
destroyed (1), destruction (3), ruin (1).

As we state throughout this document - context is
very important when analyzing Scripture.
Jesus no doubt spoke in Hebrew or Aramaic during
his earthly ministry but Luke, Inspired by the Holy
Spirit, had his words recorded in Koine Greek.
The definition of 'Perish' is greatly expanded upon
in this document. We will employ a large number of
Scriptures to prove that unrepentant sinners ultimate
fate will be the second death, from which there is no
resurrection, in the lake of fire, not endless torture
in a mythological 'hell', a word that is not even in
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the Bible, as we shall prove. The Bible offers strong,
irrefutable evidence to any unbiased reader that 'hell',
the lake of fire, signifies literal everlasting
destruction for ungodly people, not eternal conscious
torment. The nature of the lake of fire is such that it
exterminates those who are mortal and torments those
that are immortal.
It is Jesus who gives us the truly critical and
pivotal Scripture for understanding the fate of the
lost soul that it can and will be destroyed. It will
die (cease to function anymore) on Judgment Day at the
end of the age. This will happen in the lake of fire
(Revelation 20:15) which will be a terrible fate
− cremation.
Supporters of both everlasting destruction and
eternal torture believe that 'hell' which is actually
(Gehenna (the lake of fire)), as we prove, exists and
that ungodly people will be cast into it on Judgment
Day. The issue of contention is the nature of
punishment people will experience in the lake of fire.
The Bible calls it “the second death” (Revelation
20:14-15). Does this second death consist of eternal
roasting torment or literal everlasting destruction?
There is monumental scriptural support for
everlasting destruction. Most Christians don’t even
consider the immense biblical support for everlasting
destruction because they cannot disprove literal
destruction scripturally. The bottom line is that the
view of everlasting destruction does not in any way,
deny the reality of 'hell', the lake of fire; all it
denies is the Roman church’s traditional teaching that
people will suffer never-ending roasting torture there.
Suffering is Meted Out as Divine Justice
Requires This is a biblical principle regarding
God’s
judgment and justice. Consider, for instance, ‘Babylon’
in the book of Revelation, which will be judged and
destroyed, but is given “as much torture and grief as
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the glory and luxury she gave herself” while being
destroyed.
Revelation chapter 18 informs us of the
torment Babylon will suffer. Yet this suffering will
end in destruction as Babylon will be burned with fire,
after receiving double punishment according to her
works:
Revelation 18:6 Reward her even as she rewarded you,
and double unto her double according to her works: in
the cup which she hath filled fill to her double.
We will cover this issue in detail.
It’s the same principle with the second death when
God casts the damned into the lake of fire; the
difference being that the period of suffering will be
meted out to each individual according to their degree
of sinful guilt as divine justice dictates. The period
of conscious suffering may last a split second, a few
seconds, one minute, an hour, a day, a week, or longer.
It all depends on whom we’re talking about. Are we
talking about a war criminal like Hitler who is
responsible for the horrible suffering and deaths of
millions upon millions of people. Perhaps God will
determine that he deserves to experience the suffering
and death of those millions before his ultimate
extinction. It’s up to God to decide what form of
justice to mete out.
Understanding this helps explain a couple
statements Jesus made. For instance:
Matthew 11:24 But I say unto you, That it shall be
more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of
judgment, than for thee.
The is a degree of punishment. Both are going to be
punished but one more tolerable than the other. That's
consistent with Bible revelation. There are different
degrees of punishment.
Matthew 23:14 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for a
pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive
the greater damnation.
In any judgment there is damnation to all the
losers but the degree of it is different. In the OT
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they talk about the lowest hell. Since countries are
being judged, Dr. Estep believes this is not the Great
White Throne judgment, but the judgment of the nations
in Matthew 25.
More on the age of the ages
'The age of the ages' (eons of the eons) represent
something like the Hebrew le-olam va-ed (“unto an age
and beyond”) or le-olamei-olamim (“unto ages of ages”).
More important here, however, the age to which many
uses of both aiōn and aiōnios refer is clearly the olam
ha-ba, 'the Age to come': the age or world of God that
is coming to this earth, the Age of the Kingdom or of
that reality now hidden in God.
"In 1Timothy 1:17 an age, or at most that which is
for all time; and beyond a doubt also they were so used
and so understood by our Lord and his Apostles. But
were they never used in any other, in any larger sense?
That remains to be seen. For the present I simply
affirm that, unless some good and sufficient reason for
it can be assigned, it cannot be right to translate
them by such words as eternal and everlasting; cannot
be right to take words which are saturated through and
through with the sense of time as though they denoted
that which is beyond and above all time. No doubt it
was right at one time to translate aeonial by eternal,
and would be right again could we reinstate the
original significance of the word: for, strangely
enough, the word 'eternal' originally meant aeonial or
age-long."
"In reading the Memoir of Charles Kingsley which has
just appeared, I lighted on a letter containing these
words: "The, word [aeon] is never used in Scripture or
anywhere else in the sense of endlessness. ... And when
his friend and ''master" Maurice was compelled to
withdraw from King's College mainly for denying the
endless torment dogma, Kingsley made a special study of
this question of the future conditions of human life,
and continued to brood over it for many years. I take
his word on such a point as this to be worth much,
therefore. ... Eternity. It always meant, both in
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Scripture and out, a period of time. Else how could it
have a plural — how could you talk of the aeons, and
aeons of aeons, as the Scripture does ? Nay, more, how
talk of this age, which the translators, with laudable
inconsistency, have translated ' this world i.e., this
present state of things, age, dispensation, or epoch."
<Samuel Cox. Salvator Mundi: Or, Is Christ the Savior of All Men ? Dutton.

The inspired Scriptures never speak of eternity.
They describe nothing as eternal. They contain no term
which in itself bears our time sense of everlasting.
God is the eonian God:
Romans 16:26 But now is made manifest, and by the
scriptures of the prophets, according to the
commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all
nations for the obedience of faith:*
*Based on the above translation, one is led to believe that God has an eternal or endless purpose,
"

but the fact of the matter is the Greek word translated eternal is the noun aion in its plural form,
meaning eons or ages. Thus, the more accurate rendering of this phrase is the purpose of the ages,
which brings God's purpose into time, not outside of it. Or, we could say that God's purpose is
explained in or through the ages:

It is vital to understand that eonian is derived from its root word eon. As such, its
meaning is related to its root word. If aion, the noun, speaks of an age or eon, then aionion, the
adjective, should also speak of an age or eon as a qualifier of whatever subject [noun] is attached
to it. This is vital because many who see aion as an age see aionion as everlasting, forever, or
eternal, meaning endless or outside of time. Olam implies that the length of time in question is
unknown or even hidden from Man. Thus, it could mean an age, or it could mean a period of
time with no end, at least as far as Man can see. The context must determine which it is.
Actually, the Hebrews had no word for eternal or eternity. It was not in their language.
However, much like with aionion and aion, interpretative bias has yielded to the words
everlasting, forever, or eternity. A footnote in The Companion Bible states:
"Heb. olam = the ages; or the world (in relation to time). Here, put by Fig. Metonymy (of Subject)
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for that which is inscrutable by man, viz, obscurity as to the past and the future ages, resulting in
man's incapacity for finding out, or comprehending the whole of what God doeth."

As eternity is not a subject of revelation, our
present object is to discover how and when this
unscriptural term gained entrance into theology, with
most disastrous results. God set the ages in Man's
heart so that he could not figure out everything that
God has done or will do before and beyond the ages, as
well as in the ages. This should remind us of something
Paul quoted from Isaiah 64:4:
Isaiah 64:4 For since the beginning of the world [men]
have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither hath
the eye seen, O God, beside thee, [what] he hath
prepared for him that waiteth for him.
Also consider:
1Corinthians 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for
them that love him.
Take special note of Paul's emphasis on the ages
leading up to this quote.
1Corinthians 2:7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a
mystery, [even] the hidden [wisdom], which God ordained
before the world unto our glory:
<http://find-truth.com/articles/ultimate/01.html>

What Solomon saw as obscure, Paul saw as a mystery. The
difference between the two men is that the mystery of
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the ages was revealed to Paul. It may be stated,
without fear of contradiction, that the more one
explores into the early centuries of Christendom, the
clearer does it become that a corrupt theology was
alone responsible for displacing the teaching regarding
the eons by a dogma respecting ‘eternity’.
“Eternal is one of the many hundreds of words which
gained entrance into English during the Renaissance.
Previous to that time, it was completely unknown (in
English). No such word appears in any old English
scriptures. Instead of it, there is found a simple
little word with the meaning of eonian, or something
like that, spelt ece, of which more will be said later.
In fact, it may be laid down as a rule that no language
had, for some time after the first century A.D., any
term to denote eternity. “Some of the following facts
may at first sight seem somewhat startling, yet that is
because they are not widely known. Had the old English
Bibles been translated direct out of the Greek, instead
of from the Latin Vulgate Version of Jerome (380 A.D.),
it is very probable that the word eternal would never
have been found in our modern Bibles and theological
terminology at all. But for the Norman Conquest of
England in 1066 A.D., which brought many French words
into the English language (and French is largely
decayed and corrupt Latin), and drove out many native
English words, we should most probably now be using not
eternal, but ece, the old equivalent of eonian. On the
other hand, had the sack of Constantinople by hordes of
Turks from Asia taken place prior to the Norman
Conquest, instead of in 1453, the likelihood is that we
should have had the Greek term eonian incorporated into
English, instead of the Latin eternal."
"Some of the following facts may at first sight
seem somewhat startling, yet that is because they are
not widely known. Had the old English Bibles been
translated direct out of the Greek, instead of from the
Latin Vulgate Version of Jerome (380 A.D.), it is very
probable that the word eternal would never have been
found in our modern Bibles and theological terminology
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at all. But for the Norman Conquest of England in 1066
A.D., which brought many French words into the English
language (and French is largely decayed and corrupt
Latin), and drove out many native English words, we
should most probably now be using not eternal, but ece,
the old equivalent of eonian. On the other hand, had
the sack of Constantinople by hordes of Turks from Asia
taken place prior to the Norman Conquest, instead of in
1453, the likelihood is that we should have had the
Greek term eonian incorporated into English, instead of
the Latin eternal.”
When we understand the knowledge and belief systems
Jesus and the typical Israelites had 2,000 years ago,
we realize that it never would have crossed their minds
that the story might have been about “eternity” or
nebulous (unclear) spirit realms (even the real spirit
realm of heaven). Israelites 2,000 years ago knew that
the Old Testament does not teach conscious death, they
were not thinking about “eternity” or “hanging out in
heaven consciously immediately upon death”, and they
knew Jesus was not talking to them about “eternity”.
They were all on the same page, they were all thinking
and talking about the same thing – the next age of life
on earth where the Messiah would rule over the whole
world with Israel.
"Aeonian..Perhaps, however, here meaning only
'enduring a long time,' or 'lasting through this age,'
or “enduring for life.” This is an instance where the
settled habit of translating aiōnios ... simply as
“eternal” or “everlasting,” except in cases where it
absolutely cannot have that meaning, serves to veil an
ambiguity of the text."
"Aeonian..Perhaps, however, here meaning only 'enduring
a long time,' or 'lasting through this age,' or
“enduring for life.” This is an instance where the
settled habit of translating aiōnios ... simply as
“eternal” or “everlasting,” except in cases where it
absolutely cannot have that meaning, serves to veil an
ambiguity of the
text."
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How The New Testament Uses Aion’s Adjective Form
In the Greek language, words can have a different
form depending on how they are used. For example, the
word “aion” has an adjective form: “aionios” It’s the
same word, but this form is only used as an
adjective. It adds the properties of Aion to the word
it’s modifying. Since Aion means 'age' (and Greek
language experts agrees on this). Then aionios adds “of
ages” or 'relating to the ages' to any word it’s
modifying.
"Moreover, the adjective aiōnios, unlike the
adjective ἀΐδιος (aïdios) or adverb ἀεί (aei), never
clearly means “” or “everlasting” in any
incontrovertible eternal sense, nor does the
noun aiōn simply mean “eternity” in the way that the
noun ἀϊδιότης (aïdiotēs) does; neither does aiōnios mean
“endless,” as ἀτέλευτος (atelevtos) or ἀτελεύτητος
(atelevtētos) does; and, in fact, there are enough
instances in the New Testament where the adjective or
the noun obviously does not mean “eternal” or “eternity”
that it seems to me unwise simply to presume such
meanings in any instances at all.
<THE NEW TESTAMENT A TRANSLATION by David Bentley Hart>

It is important to note that the Greek word
aionios, translated "eternal" or "everlasting,"
literally means "lasting for an age." Ancient Greek
papyri contain numerous examples of Roman emperors
being described as aionios. What is meant is that they
held their office for life. Unfortunately, the English
words "eternal" or "everlasting" do not accurately
render the meaning of aionios, which literally means
"age-lasting." In other words, while the Greek
aionios expresses perpetuity within limits, the English
"eternal" or "everlasting" denotes unlimited duration.
<http://www.biblicalperspectives.com/books/immortality_resurrection/6.htm>

Consider again, the above statements in the
analysisof Matthew 25:46:
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Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.

HELPS Word-studies
Cognate: 166 aiṓnios (an adjective, derived from 165 /aiṓn ("an age, having a particular
character and quality") – properly, "age-like" ("like-an-age"), i.e. an "age-characteristic"
(the quality describing a particular age); (figuratively) the unique quality (reality) of God's life
at work in the believer, i.e. as the Lord manifests His self-existent life (as it is in His sinless
abode of heaven). "Eternal (166 /aiṓnios) life operates simultaneously outside of time, inside of
time, and beyond time – i.e. what gives time its everlasting meaning for the believer through
faith, yet is also time-independent. See 165 (aiōn).
[166 (aiṓnios) does not focus on the future per se, but rather on the quality of the age (165 /aiṓn)
it relates to. Thus believers live in "eternal (166 /aiṓnios) life" right now, experiencing this
quality of God's life now as a present possession. (Note the Gk present tense of having eternal
life in Jn 3:36, 5:24, 6:47; cf. Ro 6:23.)]

"Since aion means 'age,' aionios means, properly,
'belonging to an age,' or 'age-long,' and anyone who
asserts that it must mean 'endless' defends a position
which even Augustine practically abandoned twelve
centuries ago. Even if aion always meant 'eternity,'
which is not the case in classic or Hellenistic Greek—
aionios could still mean only 'belonging to eternity'
and not 'lasting through it'. This common-sense fact is
inexplicably overlooked by Thayer’s Greek-English
lexicon (1886), as well as that by Arndt and Gingrich
(1957). In both of these lexicons, the
adjective aiónios is presented as having three meanings:
(1) without beginning; or (2) without end; or (3)
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without beginning or end. Such a definition as this
should most likely be attributed to theological bias
and presuppositions; apart from the fact that this
threefold definition of aiónios bears no resemblance
whatsoever to the noun form of the word (from which it
was derived), this definition simply cannot be applied
consistently in the New Testament."
< http://thathappyexpectation.blogspot.com/2015/01/eternal-or-eonian-part-five.html>

Note that the Greek word "Aionios" "αἰώνιος" never means
"eternal". Some say that in Greek the word “aiōnios” is
used for “eternal” because there is no other Greek word
available for the concept. Not so. As we stated above,
there is indeed a word which means eternal in Greek
which is aidios, but it is never used in the Bible in
connection with life in heaven or in 'hell'.
How did the word “aiōnios” come to be translated as
“eternal”?
Jerome used both speculum and aeternus in the
Latin Vulgate in translating “aiōnios”. 1200 years
later, the King James translators simply followed the
Vulgate in translating these words. Whenever the
Vulgate used aeternus, the KJV translated as, “eternal”
and whenever the Vulgate said speculum the KJV
translated as “world.” So instead of translating Jesus’
words as “I will be with you to the end of the age”,
the KJV translates “to the end of the world.”
The old Latin writers used aeternum in the same
sense as Greek writers used aionion, as meaning
eonian...As the word eon is really a transliteration of
the Greek aion, its nearest English equivalent may be
found in the word ‘age.’ The origin of this word is
very interesting. It traces its descent back to the
Latin aevum, which is the equivalent of the Greek aion.
Aevum produced aevitas, which became shortened to aetas.
From this was formed another form, aetaticum, a Low
Latin term. In France this was slurred into edage, then
into aage, which arrived in England as age. How then,
did the Latin aeternum and the Greek aionion, which
both originally referred to that which is eonian, come
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to signify ‘eternal’ in our modern sense? There is no
doubt that these words have been ‘made to express’ what
is eternal, the instrument in every case being theology.
"Upon Jerome fell the arduous task of attempting to
bring about harmony out of this confusion, and the
outcome was his version of the Latin scriptures which
in after times, from the thirteenth century onwards,
was known as the ‘Vulgate.’...This was the Bible which
was to dominate most of Christendom for a thousand
years, right up to the Reformation. Jerome, however, in
his revision, while correcting obvious errors and
setting right what seemed to be bad Latin, was very
conservative otherwise. Many expressions he left as he
found them. Whatever may have been his own views
regarding the future, he does not appear to have
revised two Latin words, fraught with profound
significance, which he found in the old version. These
are both words used to render the Greek word
eon...Sometimes, as we shall see, the Greek αιων (eon)
was rendered by one of these two Latin words, and
sometimes by the other. Not only so, but when the Greek
shows the word eon twice or thrice in one clause (as in
‘for the eon, and for the eon of the eon’), the Latin
frequently shows both aeternus and seculum. This alone
ought to be sufficient to prove that the two Latin
words could have the same meaning, more or less, and it
will be our present purpose to demonstrate that
originally the two words differed little in meaning,
but that theology, chiefly through the dominating
influence of one man, imparted to aeternus a nuance
alien to its derivation and original usage."
"Eternal is one of the many hundreds of words which
gained entrance into English during the Renaissance.
Previous to that time, it was completely unknown (in
English). No such word appears in any old English
scriptures. Instead of it, there is found a simple
little word with the meaning of eonian, or something
like that, spelt ece, of which more will be said later.
In fact, it may be laid down as a rule that no language
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had, for some time after the first century A.D., any
term to denote eternity."
“Some of the following facts may at first sight
seem somewhat startling, yet that is because they are
not widely known. Had the old English Bibles been
translated direct out of the Greek, instead of from the
Latin Vulgate Version of Jerome (380 A.D.), it is very
probable that the word eternal would never have been
found in our modern Bibles and theological terminology
at all. But for the Norman Conquest of England in 1066
A.D., which brought many French words into the English
language (and French is largely decayed and corrupt
Latin), and drove out many native English words, we
should most probably now be using not eternal, but ece,
the old equivalent of eonian. On the other hand, had
the sack of Constantinople by hordes of Turks from Asia
taken place prior to the Norman Conquest, instead of in
1453, the likelihood is that we should have had the
Greek term eonian incorporated into English, instead of
the Latin eternal."
- Alexander Thomson, who spent many decades
studying the original languages of the Bible. Quotes
are from his book 'Whence Eternity'.
Which word is eternal - aidios: or aiónios?
The difference is clear aidios is eternal while
aionios can be eternal since it is measured in ages or
age-long or age after age. Aionis can be short or long
depending on the condition, but it does not actually
mean eternal, whereas Aidios is always certainly nonending, properly eternal. Translators have substituted
for "everlasting" or "age-long" the word "eternal" in
every passage in the New Testament, where aionios is
the original word.
If aion means an endless period, how can it
have a plural?
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Luke 1:33 And he shall reign over the house of Jacob
for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.

Mr. Darby brings following footnote: 'for ever;'
but it is plural. Mr. Darby is an honest scholar, he
seems to have thought eis ton aióna means in
eternity, but he realized here it is plural (eis tous
aiónas) and was honest enough to render it
ages, at least here; in other occurrences he renders
the plural with for ever though. Sometimes
he translates with world or worlds as the KJV
translators did.
Christ eventually hands over the kingdom to His God
and Father (1 Cor.15:24-28) and quits reigning (1
Cor.15:25). So His reign "for the eons" over the house
of Jacob (Luke 1:33) is not forever, but finite.
Therefore the phrase "for the eons" in Luke 1:33 is of
finite duration & the translation "forever" is wrong,
misleading & deceptive.
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Ephesians 3:21 Unto him [be] glory in the church by
Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world* without end.
Amen.

*Note: The word ‘world (kosmos) is not preset in the
above verse.
"
Ephesians 3:21 is particularly interesting. The
Greek has the phrase (tou aionos ton aionon), meaning
literally ‘the age of the ages’.
The phrase εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων (eis tous aiōnas
tōn aiōnōn)—often translated as “forever and ever” or
something similar, but literally meaning “unto the ages
of the ages”—and the related ὁ αἰὼν τῶν αἰώνων (ho aiōn
tōn aiōnōn), “the age of the ages,” represent something
like the Hebrew le-olam va-ed (“unto an age and beyond.”
The KJV translators, though, put that as ‘world without
end’, but here there is no Greek word there for ‘world’,
no Greek word there for 'without’ and no Greek word
there for ‘end’.
In Ephesians 3:21: eis pasas tas geneas tou aionos
ton aionon, "for all the generations of the eon of the
eons." KJV: "throughout all the ages, world without end."
Young's Literal Translation: "into the age of the ages."
The "eon of the eons" refers to a crowning eon of another
which precedes it.
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The word ton is the genitive plural article, and in
our syntax should be translated "of the." In this Greek
clause, there is no word that means "and," as the Greek
conjunction kai; "and," is not in this clause. The
word aionon is the genitive plural of the noun aion, and
the genitive plural in this syntax should be translated
"eons," or "ages;" hence ton aionon, "of the eons."
Anyone can study these words and see that "forever and
ever" is not a good translation of these Greek words.
As eis is used in this clause and as eis involves a
movement or development toward a goal, this clause cannot
mean endlessness.
Mr. W. Kelly, in his book, Lectures on the Book of
Revelation, commenting upon the saints' reign, states (p.
435-436), "Supposing that God's Word speaks of the
earthly state of things and uses the expression 'reigning
forever and ever,' as in Daniel 7 and Luke 1, it cannot
be understood absolutely. The words must be limited by
the subject-matter of which God is speaking-so in Daniel
7:27 the kingdom under the whole heaven, which is given
to the people of the saints of high places, is said to be
an everlasting kingdom. This, I apprehend, is the same
period that is called here the thousand years."
Luke 1:50 And his mercy [is] on them that fear him
from generation to generation.

Luke 1:50 says, kai to eleos autou eis geneas kai
geneas tois phoboumenois auton, "and His mercy is for
generations and generations, for those who are fearing
Him." In the phrase, "for generations and generations,"
there is an example of two plural nouns being used with
the conjunction kai, "and;" but in the
expression aionas ton aionon, there is no conjunction.
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The word ton, "of the," is the genitive plural article,
and should not be translated "and," as is done in the
KJV's "forever and ever." The LXX, at Psa. 90:1,
states, en genea kai genea, "in generation and
generation." Another example of the use of the
conjunction kai, "and," between the two words for
"generation" in the singular. At Heb. 1:8 the noun aion,
"eon," is used twice in the singular form, but with no
"and" between. At Ex. 15:18,
Exodus 15:18 The LORD shall reign for ever and ever.
kurios basileuon ton aiona kai ep aiona kai eti, "the
Lord is reigning the eon and upon eon and longer." Eon,
as used here, cannot refer to time without end, for
there could be nothing beyond, or longer than, endless
time. Here the Latin Vulgate says, Dominus regnabit in
aeturnum et ultra, "The Lord will reign unto [or into]
eternity and beyond." The Latin word in, when used with
an accusative aeturnum, has the meaning of placing His
reign in eternity, but the ultra, "beyond" shows it did
not stop when it was placed there, but continued beyond
the time of the placing. The English words, "forever
and ever," unfortunately, do not convey the same
meaning.
Wycliffe's version, the first translation into
English, did not use the words "forever and ever."
Several versions in modern English do not use those words
either: The Emphasized Bible, by J.B. Rotherham; The N.
T., A Translation, by E.L. Clementson; The Emphatic
Diaglott, by Benjamin Wilson; Young's Literal Translation,
by Professor Robert Young; and The Concordant Literal New
Testament, by A.E. Knoch as well as others.
"It is important to note that the Greek word aiõnios, translated "eternal" or
"everlasting," literally means "lasting for an age." Ancient Greek papyri contain
numerous examples of Roman emperors being described as aiõnios. What is meant
is that they held their office for life. Unfortunately, the English words "eternal" or
"everlasting" do not accurately render the meaning of aiõnios, which literally
means "age-lasting." In other words, while the Greek aiõnios expresses perpetuity
within limits, the English "eternal" or "everlasting" denotes unlimited duration."
< http://www.city-data.com/forum/christianity/686334-greek-eis-ton-aioona-what-does.html>

If aion means infinite, why is it applied over
and over to what is strictly finite? How is it that we
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repeatedly read of the end of the aion?
Matthew 28:20 Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you
alway, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen.
Young's Literal Translation Matthew 28:20 teaching them to observe all, whatever I
did command you,) and lo, I am with you all the days -till the full end of the age.'

http://www.talentshare.org/~mm9n/articles/HH/10.htm

"end of the world" → "completion of the age"
Eis ton aióna when used in Deity contexts
Eis ton aióna seems to express perpetual
continuance but within limits according to the things,
actions, circumstances or persons applied to, not
strict infinity or unconditional endlessness but
“everlastingness” as long as it lasts, limited by the
circumstances it refers to, or meaning simply unknown
continuance. For example:
Psalms 119:89 LAMED. For ever, O LORD, thy word is
settled in heaven.
εις τον αιωνα κυριε ο λογος σου διαμενει εν τω ουρανω
Into the eon, o Lord, your word abides in the heaven.

Here we might understand eis ton aióna (εις τον αιωνα) as
in eternity, but not because the phrase carries this
meaning in itself, but because it is applied to God, if
we compare eis ton aióna with the word lifelong we
would have a similar effect, lifelong applied to men
are only a few decades, but applied to God it means
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eternity.

<http://www.saviourofall.org/opposers/HeweyOnAion.html>

Note at the bottom of the chart where it shows
Christ reigns for ever and ever and how this lines up
with the last two eons and then He quits reigning.
1Corinthians 15:24 Then [cometh] the end, when he
shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the
Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all
authority and power.
1Corinthians 15:25 For he must reign, till he hath put
all enemies under his feet.

" Verse 24, “Then cometh the end.” Three. Now, a lot
later there, Paul talks about the Lord delivering up
the kingdom to the Father out in eternity, but still at
the end of verse 25 it says, “For he must reign, till,”
which shows the end is at the beginning of his reign.
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So when Christ comes to sit on the throne of David and
reign over the earth at Jerusalem, the first
resurrection has to be over, and the first resurrection
has three parts. Here’s how we know that. Turn to
Revelation 20, and notice that the Bible doesn’t
mention the first resurrection until Christ comes back
to reign. The Bible never calls the Rapture of the
Church the first resurrection. The first resurrection
isn’t mentioned until the beginning of the Millennial
reign. Revelation 20:4–5, “And I saw thrones”
(Millennial reign), “and they sat upon them, and
judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of
them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and
for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the
beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark
upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived
and reigned with Christ a thousand years. But the rest
of the dead lived not again until the thousand years
were finished. This is the first resurrection.” All
right, Christ reigns on earth 1,000 years, and when he
says, “This is the first resurrection,” it has to
include the Rapture. So it has three parts. In
Deuteronomy 16:16 these three parts are typified by
three feasts. The first feast here is called the feast
of the Passover or unleavened bread. At this feast,
Christ is the firstfruits. The second feast takes place
after the resurrection. Then this harvest is the feast
of Pentecost which comes fifty days after the
resurrection. The post-Tribulation rapture of the
Tribulation saints is the feast of hands; and they
lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. But the
rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand
years were finished. This is the first resurrection.”
All right, Christ reigns on earth 1,000 years, and when
he says, “This is the first resurrection,” it has to
include the Rapture. So it has three parts. In
Deuteronomy 16:16 these three parts are typified by
three feasts. The first feast here is called the feast
of the Passover or unleavened bread. At this feast,
Christ is the firstfruits. The second feast takes place
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after the resurrection. Then this harvest is the feast
of Pentecost which comes fifty days after the
resurrection. The post-Tribulation rapture of the
Tribulation saints is the feast of harvest or ingathering, the feast of tabernacles, between September
and October, which dates the advent of Jesus Christ.
This shows you there are three raptures. There is a
rapture of Old Testament saints at the resurrection of
Christ (Matt. 27:52–53). There is a rapture of New
Testament saints. There is a rapture of tribulation
saints around the Advent of Christ. All these fools who
teach that the Christian goes through the tribulation
are teaching that because they will not obey the word
of God and believe what they read. They’re in Matthew
24. And if you want to get screwed up, Matthew, Acts,
and Hebrews will screw you up. That rapture you read
about in Matthew 24 is a post-Tribulation rapture of
Tribulation saints, and the one in 1 Thessalonians is
the Rapture of the Church. And the one you read about
in Matthew 27 is a resurrection of some of the Old
Testament saints. Matthew 27:52–53 says, “And the
graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which
slept arose, And came out of the graves after his
resurrection, and went into the holy city and appeared
unto many.”
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S. . 1 - 2 Corinthians
Commentary
This shows that ages is in perfect harmony with
God’s word and that it does not contradict the truth.
Since 1Corinthians 15:25 says He will reign only
until He puts all enemies under His feet,
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So, Revelation 11:15 stating He will reign 'for ever'
must be a mistranslation of aionon. The text actually
reads 'to the ages of the ages' (the eons of the eons).

The phrase εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων (eis tous aiōnas tōn
aiōnōn)—often translated as “forever and ever” or
something similar, but literally meaning “unto the ages
of the ages”. So the correct translation is 'He will
reign into the eons of the eons'. If you translate and
understand “the eons of the eons” as “the ages of the
ages”, the greatest two ages of the ages of human
history God has planned, you will see that all the
statements in the Bible regarding the timeline of the
future match up perfectly with each other when you
treat “the kingdom”, “the kingdom of God”, “the kingdom
of (whose source is) heaven”, and “the ages of the
ages”, along with references to “eonian punishment”
(punishment that has to do with an age or ages, namely,
being dead – “the wages of sin is death” – during all
or most of the Millennium age and New Jerusalem age
(Revelation 21-22) and “eonian life” (life that has to
do with an age or ages, getting immortality early by
taking part in the Rapture and thus being alive during
the Millennium age and New Jerusalem age while most of
humanity who ever lived is dead) as interchangeable
terms that refer to the Millennium and New Jerusalem
age. The level of clarity you will get regarding the
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Bible’s statements about the future plans of God for
Mankind when you do this is astounding. The fog of
Scriptural, logical, and philosophical confusion caused
by mistranslation of “eon” and its forms will disappear
completely.
Eons are finite periods of time, not 'for ever and
ever'. Revelation 11:15 And the seventh angel sounded; and
there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms
of this world are become [the kingdoms] of our Lord,
and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.

The Greek words of the original manuscripts (See
above graphic) upon which our Bibles are translated has
behind “reigns for ever and ever” this: basileucei (He
shall reign) eis (into) tous (the) aionas (eons) ton
(of the) aionon (eons). So it should be understood that
where “for ever and ever” is in Bibles really means
“for the eons of the eons”, which are the last two eons
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(or ages) to come.
Luke 18:30 Who shall not receive manifold more in this
present time, and in the world to come life everlasting.

Ephesians 3:21 Unto him [be] glory in the church by
Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end.
Amen.
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Galatians 1:4 Who gave himself for our sins, that he
might deliver us from this present evil world,
according to the will of God and our Father:

Therefore no aion (eon) is endless. There is in
fact not one single shred of proof that any of these
instances of “eon” and its forms in the New Testament
must refer to eternity or endlessness. In reality every
single instance of “eon” and its forms in the New
Testament makes perfect sense when simply translated as
“age/ages/having-to-do-with-an-age-or-ages”. Therefore,
even though the eons end*, God’s glory, righteousness,
life still remain, as does ours.
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*Here is scriptural proof that all of the eons end:
1Corinthians 10:11 Now all these things happened unto
them for ensamples: and they are written for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.

“Now all this befalls them typically. Yet it was
written for our admonition, to whom the consummations
of the eons have attained” (Concordant Literal New
Testament).
(Weymouth New Testament) All this kept happening to
them with a figurative meaning; but it was put on
record by way of admonition to us upon whom the ends of
the Ages have come.
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Two scriptures state positively that the eons will
end: 1 Cor. 10:11,
1Corinthians 10:11 Now all these things happened unto
them for ensamples: and they are written for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.

"tauta de tupikos sunebainen ekeinois egraphê de pros
nouthesian hêmon eis hous ta telê ton aionon
katêntêken"
Paul had said what those things are, which befalls
them typically, in the preceding verses. Yet "it was
written" is in the singular, for "our" (plural)
admonition - the "our" referring to the saints, who are
the present believers. "To whom," referring to the
saints, "the consummations of the eons have attained."
The Corinthian saints had attained the consummations of
eons in spirit because they were a new creation (2 Cor.
5:17). Some day all will be a new Creation (Rev. 21:5).
Now, only the saints who are in Christ are of the new
Creation, but it is God's goal for the eons to head up
all in the Christ, as stated at Eph. 1:9-11. Those
saints believing now have attained that purpose, so
have attained the consummation of the eons.
Ephesians 1:9 Having made known unto us the mystery of
his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath
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purposed in himself:
While some doubt such an exegesis of 1 Cor. 10:11,
others, such as the writer of the New Dictionary of the N.
T. Theology, concur (vol. 1, p. 324): "Paul also speaks
of a movement from God to man. 1 Corinthians 10:11 speaks
of us 'upon whom the end of the ages has come.' Hebrews
9:26 contains a similar expression, 'at the end of the
ages' (time, art. aion). Christ appeared to put away sin
by the sacrifice of Himself. The movement directed by God
towards its end. With us it has now attained its goal.
The thought also contains the certainty that with Christ,
Who inaugurates the end of the ages, a new world era and
order of things has begun. Admittedly, this is apparent
only to the believer.
Ephesians 1:10 That in the dispensation of the fulness
of times he might gather together in one all things in
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on
earth; [even] in him:
Ephesians 1:11 In whom also we have obtained an
inheritance, being predestinated according to the
purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel
of his own will:
Eternal torment or perishing?
The words “perish” (from John 3:16 and Luke 13:3,5) and
“destroy” (from Matthew 10:28 and James 4:12) are both
English translations of the Greek word apollumi (ahPOHL-loo-mee),* which literally means “to destroy
utterly” or “to perish” (Bulinger 220; Vine 164).
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.
"A double enunciation of the truth is couched in
this short text. It is that eternal life is to be
obtained only through Christ, and that all who do not
thus obtain it will eventually perish. There is no
ambiguous phraseology, neither figure, nor parable, but
plain gospel spoken in solemn earnestness by the Lord
Jesus Himself. He says that there are two alternatives
before men, the one - life everlasting, the other 812

perishing, utter destruction."
Webster's 1828 Dictionary
Perish - To be destroyed.
The fact that men are "perishing" and need
salvation is emphasized in Scripture.
1Corinthians 1:18 For the preaching of the cross is to
them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are
saved it is the power of God.
Additional references for this are given throughout
this document.
The belief of eternal torment assigns to God
attitudes and actions that can never truly be described
as loving, merciful, or just. It says that our gracious,
long-suffering God has planned the horrific anguish of
human beings for ages without end. Punishment is
everlasting, but the punishing is not. We will present
is what lies ahead for unbelieving sinners: the
finality of separation, desolation, destruction, death,
nonexistence. The wicked do not inherit an eternity of
living torment. They perish (die) (as we shall define
and prove).
Eternal life and an abode in God’s eternal Kingdom
will be awarded only to the faithful who trust, confess,
and follow Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.
Review:
The belief of eternal punishment is based on the
assumption that humans have an immortal soul. However,
such a theory has no biblical basis. God alone
possesses immortality, according to 1 Timothy 6:15,16.
The doctrine of the immortal soul cannot be found
in Scripture. There is no passage in the Bible saying
that human beings possess immortality apart from Christ.
That’s because this belief did not originate from the
Scriptures, but rather entered Judeo-Christian thought
through contact with pagan Greek philosophy. The Bible
teaches that God alone has immortality (1 Timothy 6:16)
and he offers it to people only through the gospel: “…
Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought
life and immortality to light through the gospel” (2
Timothy 1:10).
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The only supports of eternal torment can come up
with for this immortal soul theory is to suggest that
human beings are created in the image of God
Genesis 1:27 So God created man in his [own] image, in
the image of God created he him; male and female
created and therefore have an immortal soul and cannot
die. Their reasoning is that God is immortal and
therefore if human beings are created in His image then
they must be immortal as well—that is, some core aspect
of them, namely the soul (or mind or spirit), must be
immortal. This argument assumes that being created “in
the image of God” must refer to inheriting God’s
quality of immortality. The obvious problem with this
line of reasoning is that God has other characteristics
such as omnipotence (all-powerful), omniscience (allknowing) and omnipresence (present everywhere at the
same time), yet human beings have never possessed any
of these characteristics even though we’re created in
the image of God. However, there was a condition to
maintaining this immortality as God clearly instructed
Adam that if he sinned he would “surely die”:
Genesis 2:16 And the LORD God commanded the man,
saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely
eat:
Genesis 2:17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

The Hebrew word translated as “die” in this passage
is muwth (mooth) which means “to die” or “kill” (Strong
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63) and is repeatedly used in the Old Testament simply
in reference to death, including the death of animals.
If Adam never sinned he would’ve never died. Yet he
did sin, and the instant that he did part of him died —
his immortal nature. We know this because the aging
process started that very day culminating in his death
many years later.
Genesis 5:5 And all the days that Adam lived were nine
hundred and thirty years: and he died.
God foretold Adam’s death immediately after Adam’s
fall, “For dust you are and to dust you will return”
Genesis 3:19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat
bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it
wast thou taken: for dust thou [art], and unto dust
shalt thou return.
"If endless punishment be true, it is terribly true to all those who are
in danger, - wherein is found another powerful reason why it should have
been made known in the clearest manner, on the very morning of creation!
In the clearest manner: it should not have been left in doubt, and
obscurity, by the use of indefinite terms; but it should have been
proclaimed in language which no man could misunderstand, if he would.
Rather than that there should even be the possibility of a mistake in a matter
of such vast and fearful moment, it should have been graven by
special miracle into every soul that God sent into the world.
When God created Adam and Eve, and placed them in the
garden of Eden, did He announce to them any law for their observance,
having attached to it the penalty in question ? Surely justice demanded, if
He had forced them into being subject to this awful peril, that He should
set out before them both the law and its punishment in the most specific
manner. Did He do this ? Where is the record of it ? Read diligently the
first and second chapters of Genesis, and see if anything of this sort is
r e c o r d e d t h e r e , i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e C r e a t i o n o f Ma n .
Genesis 2:15 And the LORD God took the man, and put him
into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.
Genesis 2:16 And the LORD God commanded the man,
saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely
eat:
Genesis 2:17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.
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They are simply commanded not to eat of the forbidden
tree. Now, whether this is understood in a literal or allegorical sense, we
cannot suppose that we have here the formal announcement of a divine law,
which claimed the obedience of all mankind on the penalty of endless
torment. We certainly cannot believe that God would open the great drama
of our life on this earth, involving such infinite consequences, insuch
brief and doubtful language, and with so little specification where so much
was needed."
This helps us to understand why muwth—“die”—is
actually used twice in Genesis 2:17. A more literal
translation of this verse would read: “but you must not
eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
for when you eat of it, to die, you shall die.”

In other words, the very day Adam sinned part of his
being died, leading to his eventual demise. The Hebrew
word muwth always indicates that something has died or
will die. It does not mean “separation” as some claim.
If God meant to warn Adam that he would “separate” He
would have used the Hebrew word badal (baw-DAL). In
Adam’s case the death of his immortal nature was
merelythe consequence of a much deeper death —
spiritual death. Spiritual death simply means that the
human spirit is dead to God. If the human spirit is
dead to God it is impossible to have a relationship
with Him because the human spirit is the facet of
human nature that 'connects' with the LORD.
As Jesus said:
John 4:24 God [is] a Spirit: and they that worship him
must worship [him] in spirit and in truth.
If a person is spiritually dead it is impossible to
know and worship God in spirit and truth, because
they’re spiritually dead to Him. They’re spiritually
dead to God they are separate from him, but ‘dead’
doesn’t mean “separation”; rather separation from the
LORD is the result of being spiritually dead to God.
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What about Old Testament saints, like Moses and
David, who were technically spiritually dead, but
obviously had a relationship with the LORD? How was
this possible? The answer is that they had a covenant
with God, which is a contract.
The Covenants

<https://communionchurch.org/2017/05/23/making-sense-of-the-covenants/>

The first of these covenants (Gen 15) formally
ratified God’s promise to make Abraham into a “great
nation” (Gen 12:2), thus the primary focus is on how
God will work out his creative goal in Abraham’s
biological “offspring,” subsequently identified as the
sons of Jacob (Israel). This, however, was only the
preliminary stage in God’s unfolding plan of redemption.
The second stage relates to how Abraham, through that
great nation descended from him, would mediate blessing
to “all peoples on earth” (Gen 12:3). This seems to be
the main focus in Gen 17 and 22. God established the
Mosaic covenant just after a significant development
anticipated in Gen 15 had taken place: the emancipation
of Abraham’s descendants from oppression in a foreign
land (cf. Gen 15:13–14; Exod 19:4–6; 20:2). The focus
at Sinai is less on what Abraham’s descendants must do
in order to inherit the land and more on how they must
conduct themselves within the land as the unique nation
that God intended them to be (Exod 19:5–6). In order to
be God’s “treasured possession,” “kingdom of priests,”
and “holy nation” (Exod 19:5–6).
But these covenants were inferior because they
failed to provide spiritual rebirth wherein the person
literally becomes the temple of God in which the Holy
Spirit lives within him or her.
1Corinthians 6:19 What? know ye not that your body is
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the temple of the Holy Ghost [which is] in you, which
ye have of God, and ye are not your own?
Which isn’t to say that the Holy Spirit didn’t come
upon certain individuals in the Old Covenant and anoint
them, however, the indwelling wasn't permanent. This is
one of the main reasons the New Covenant is referred to
as a “superior” covenant (Hebrews 8:6) and, furthermore,
explains what Jesus meant when he said that there was
no one greater than John the Baptist, but the least
person in the Kingdom of God is greater than him
(Matthew 11:11). Because of spiritual rebirth and the
fact that believers are the temple of God in the new
covenant and not some structure as in the Old Covenant;
that is, the Tabernacle and Temple.
The immediate spiritual death* of Adam and Eve is
evident by the fact that they hid from God and were
afraid of Him (see Genesis 3:8-10). Their relationship
with the LORD severely changed when they sinned as
their pure communion died. Humanity has been hiding
from God ever since. This is spiritual death, being
dead to the Creator. Like Adam and Eve we’ve tried to
cover up our sin with the fig leaves of religion, but
religion can never solve the problem of spiritual death.
That’s why Jesus, the second Adam, taught that we need
to be spiritually regenerated to have a relationship
with God (see John 3:3-6).
*A term not found in Scripture
The LORD originally created human beings with
immortality, but it was conditional immortality.
Unfortunately our primeval parents failed to live by
this condition and consequently passed the curse of sin
and death on to us all.
The bottom line is that nowhere does the Bible
state that the human soul, once created, is immortal
and can never die. Nephesh, the Hebrew word for “soul,”
appears over 750 times in the Old Testament and psuche,
the Greek word for “soul,” appears over 100 times in
the New Testament. These over 850 references should
tell us all we need to know about the soul, yet none
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say anything about it being immortal by nature. If the
immortal soul doctrine were true, why did God inspire
hundreds of references to the soul without mentioning
anything about it being inherently immortal? On the
contrary, God plainly informed Adam, who was a “living
soul,” that he would “surely die” if he sinned (Genesis
2:17). In the very outset God warns our first parents
against transgression, and in the most positive terms
declares to Adam,
"In the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." Is not this clear
enough ? In the very day of transgression they should die, or suffer the
punishment of their sin, and this surely, beyond question or doubt. And
was this assurance of God fulfilled ? Most certainly; for they had no sooner
sinned, than the retribution began, and they died to the peace and joy of
innocence. The day of transgression was the day of judgment. They found
that the wages of sin were death, or, in other words, misery, fear, anguish,
and all the direful consequences of wrong. And that their case may profit
their posterity, a careful statement of the mournful consequences of
the transgression is made up, and put on record as a warning to future
generations."
Genesis 4:1 And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she
conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a man
from the LORD.
Genesis 4:2 And she again bare his brother Abel. And
Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of
the ground.
Genesis 4:3 And in process of time it came to pass,
that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an
offering unto the LORD.
Genesis 4:4 And Abel, he also brought of the
firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the
LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering:
Genesis 4:5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had
not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his
countenance fell.
Genesis 4:6 And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou
wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen?
Genesis 4:7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be
accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the
door. And unto thee [shall be] his desire, and thou
819

shalt rule over him.
Genesis 4:8 And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and
it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain
rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him.
"Here we have an example of the greatest of all crimes, murder - the
murder of a brother. Surely we may now expect the doctrine of endless
punishment to be revealed; and it would seem that, if true, there is no
possible way to avoid mention of it. This was the first instance of this awful
crime and Cain standing exposed to the fearful penalty, this was the time to
roll the thunder of its terrors through the world, as a warning to all coming
generations ! This must have been done, if true; and yet in the whole
account we have not a single word on the subject, not the slightest
intimation that any such punishment was threatened.
Is there anything here that looks like endless torments beyond
this life? Anything that would suggest the idea of such a judgment? Nothing
at all; the guilty man is cursed from the earth, which is to refuse her fruits
to his culture, and is driven out a vagabond and there is the end of the
account.
Genesis 4:13 And Cain said unto the LORD, My punishment [is] greater
than I can bear.
And it is evident that Cain did not understand the threats of judgment
as implying endless woe, for his fears are all confined to the earth - the
dread of revenge, of being killed, and the horrors of the life of an outcast
and a vagabond.
Genesis 4:14 Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of
the earth; and from thy face shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a
vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass, [that] every one that
findeth me shall slay me.
Beside the punishments here named, Cain was to be
subjected to endless torments after death, and yet be left wholly ignorant of
the dreadful fate that awaited him? And if the guilty and wretched man
thought punishment actually denounced greater than he could bear, what
would he have said, if, in addition to , there had been
threatened the agonies of an endless hell?
Genesis 4:15 And the LORD said unto him, Therefore
whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him
sevenfold. And the LORD set a mark upon Cain, lest any
finding him should kill him.
Genesis 4:16 And Cain went out from the presence of
the LORD, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of
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Eden."
He also pointed out in Ezekiel 18:4,20 that “the
soul (nephesh) who sins… will die.”

3e) Unrepentant sinners have no immortal soul that can
be tortured forever in a place called hell - even
believers do not possess anything immortal until Christ
returns
People claim that biblical references to the
immortal soul are taken out of context, however no such
passages exist.
The Bible reveals where this immortal soul belief
originated. Consider what God said to Adam and Eve
would be the consequence of disobedience. He warned
them that they would “surely die” (Genesis 2:17). You
see, the LORD made it perfectly clear way back in the
beginning that going the wrong way — the way of
selfishness and rebellion would lead to death. This is
in harmony with the biblical fact that “the wages of
sin is death” (Romans 6:23). Yet when Satan, “the
father of lies” (John 8:44), tempted Eve to sin in
Genesis 3:4, he contradicted what God said by saying
that she would “not surely die” if she sinned. This is
the very first lie recorded in the Bible. The devil was
saying in essence, “What God said is a lie, you will
not surely die—you have an immortal soul.”
Unfortunately people have been believing this lie
about the so-called immortal soul ever since; this
false doctrine infiltrated Christianity early on and
has become the 'orthodox' view even though the Bible
does not teach it, thus proving the power of religious
tradition and sectarian allegiance.
After the fall of Adam and Eve notice what the LORD
says to Himself:
Genesis 3:22 And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is
become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now,
lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree
of life, and eat, and live for ever:
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God would not have said this if Adam already
possessed an immortal soul (unconditional immortality).
Secondly, this statement makes it clear that human
beings can obtain unconditional immortality if they eat
of the tree of life. The obvious reason God did not
want Adam to eat of the tree of life is because he was
unredeemed. If Adam ate of the tree of life in his
unredeemed condition he would have attained
unconditional immortality and thus would have condemned
himself and his descendants to live forever in a fallen,
ungodly state (like the devil and his angels). The LORD
is just, righteous and merciful and didn’t want such a
horrible tragedy to befall humanity so he immediately
banished Adam & Eve from the garden and was sure to
guard the way to the tree of life.
Genesis 3:23 Therefore the LORD God sent him forth
from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence
he was taken.
Genesis 3:24 So he drove out the man; and he placed at
the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming
sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the
tree of life.
The LORD would have to redeem humankind before
allowing us to eat from the tree of life and live
forever. That’s what the gospel of Christ is all about.
And this explains Jesus’ statement
Revelation 2:7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that
overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life,
which is in the midst of the paradise of God.
Revelation 2:7, “To him who overcomes I will give the
right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the
paradise of God.”
Notice clearly that only those who are born of God
and overcome the world by faith (see 1 John 5:4) have
the right to eat of the tree of life and live forever.
That’s because, as we’ve already seen, eternal life and
immortality are only available through the gospel (2
Timothy 1:10). God wisely doesn’t want sinful,
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unredeemed people to inherit unconditional immortality
because then they’d have to live forever in a fallen
state miserably separate from their Creator. In such a
scenario they would indeed have the gift of immortality,
but this “gift” would actually be a curse. After all,
what good is living forever if you have to live it in
utter misery separate from your Creator, the very
Fountain of Life.
Psalms 36:9 For with thee [is] the fountain of life:
in thy light shall we see light.
The Bible teaches that God alone has immortality ->
1Timothy 6:15 Which in his times he shall shew, [who
is] the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings,
and Lord of lords;
1Timothy 6:16 Who only hath immortality, dwelling in
the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man
hath seen, nor can see: to whom [be] honour and power
everlasting. Amen.
-> and He offers it to people only through the gospel:
2Timothy 1:10 But is now made manifest by the
appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath
abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality
to light through the gospel:
-> But we must seek immortality:
Romans 2:7 To them who by patient continuance in well
doing seek for glory and honour and immortality,
eternal life:
Notice that life and immortality are only available
through the gospel for those who seek it. Thus, an
unbeliever possesses nothing immortal that can be
tormented forever in a place called hell. The kind of
“life” (zoe) that God originally breathed into Adam was
eternal life; but this God-given gift of eternal life
was conditional. But Adam sinned and therefore failed
to live by this condition; consequently, he lost this
gift of eternal life and all Mankind inherited this
state.
Note again that life and immortality are only
available for people through the gospel. What exactly
is “the gospel?” The gospel literally means “good news.”
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Its main message is summed up in the famous passage
John 3:16: “For God so loved the world that he gave his
one and only Son that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life.” Note what is clearly
being contrasted in both of these passages: In John
3:16 perish is contrasted with the gift of eternal life;
in 2 Timothy 1:10 death is contrasted with both
immortality and life, which are said to be made
available through the gospel. If the eternal torture
doctrine were true, these verses would be contrasting
eternal life and eternal life being tortured, or
immortality and immortality in fiery torment. The Bible
would certainly speak in such honest, blatant terms if
this teaching were true. Does anyone seriously think
that God would be misleading or ambiguous about such an
important issue in His Holy Word — the everlasting fate
of people who reject the gospel of reconciliation?
Notice what John the Baptist declared would happen to
those who reject the gospel:
John 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath
everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son
shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.
The passage could not be plainer: Those who reject
the Son “will not see life.” God’s Word is absolute,
and this is an absolute statement: Those who reject
Jesus Christ will not see any life at all. This
includes even a pathetic life in roasting agony for all
eternity. Such people will be justly but mercifully put
to death, absolute death, for this is the wages of
their actions. But our loving Creator doesn’t want
anyone to perish like this; He has provided a way to
eternal life through his Son, Jesus Christ.
John describes the class of people who will not be
granted eternal life and immortality, those who reject
the truth and follow evil.”
John 12:48 He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my
words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have
spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.
God declares what this class of people can expect on
Judgment Day:
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Zephaniah 1:15 That day [is] a day of wrath, a day of
trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation,
a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and
thick darkness,
Wrath describe the scene from God’s perspective
while “trouble and distress” portray it from the
perspective of those who will suffer His wrath and
anger. Naturally, adherents of eternal torture would
have us believe that God’s wrath entails never-ending
conscious agony. And this is strengthened, they claim,
by the proclamation that the recipients will experience
“trouble and distress.”
There are two obvious problems with this: The first
is that it is hermeneutically unsound to take a word
like wrath and add to it our own personal
interpretation, which just so happens to coincide with
our beliefs. Secondly, Scripture must always be
interpreted by Scripture; this is an interpretational
rule because God, the author of Holy Scripture, is of
one mind. So what does God’s “wrath” mean according to
the Bible? Notice what results when God’s wrath and
anger are poured out:
Ezekiel 22:31 Therefore have I poured out mine
indignation upon them; I have consumed them with the
fire of my wrath: their own way have I recompensed upon
: thy right hand shall find out those that hate thee
their heads, saith the Lord GOD.
Psalms 21:8 Thine hand shall find out all thine
enemies.
Psalms 21:9 Thou shalt make them as a fiery oven in
the time of thine anger: the LORD shall swallow them up
in his wrath, and the fire shall devour them.
As you can see, when God’s wrath and anger are
finally poured out—after much patience and mercy, I
might add—people are utterly consumed and destroyed,
not tortured endlessly.
Zechariah 8:14 For thus saith the LORD of hosts; As I
thought to punish you, when your fathers provoked me to
wrath, saith the LORD of hosts, and I repented not:
- informs us about the future “great day of the
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LORD” and describes this day as a day of wrath.
To repent in the Bible doesn't always mean to turn
from doing something that's bad. God repents when He
determines to send judgment and because of some
circumstances He'll turn from it. He said He repented
of what He was about to do. It wasn't that what He was
going to do was wrong. It's just that He turned from it.
That's what repentance means - that you're going in
one direction and you turn around and go in the other
direction. Guaranteed you'll find some expression like
this in the OT like God repented of the evil that He
intended to do. What did He do about that? Well, God
never does evil. God never does sinfulness. He never
does commit sin. But guaranteed that if you have broken
the laws of God and God's judgment is fallen on you it
will be evil for you. When God's judgment falls on you
that's evil in the sense of whets happening to YOU
because you're bearing the reproach and the judgment of
your sins. But now God hasn't done evil, He's done
justice. It's just that He brought evil on you in the
form of justice. So when it says He repented of evil
there isn't anything wrong with the Bible. God's just
bringing judgment. Now sometimes He will refrain from
judgment when people will turn and seek Him. Then He
turns.
In the case of an unsaved man God is determined to
destroy an unsaved man.
John 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath
everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son
shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.
Notice what will result from God’s wrath and anger:
Zephaniah 1:18 Neither their silver nor their gold
shall be able to deliver them in the day of the LORD'S
wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire
of his jealousy: for he shall make even a speedy
riddance of all them that dwell in the land.
- Fire purifies and that's what God is going do
with that city. He'll come back and set up His holy
city. He's going to dwell there and He's going to
cleanse the land - especially of people who don't want
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to be there. They didn't want to serve Him anyway so
He'll just fix them. They would not have been happy on
Earth anyway. You weren't happy in the presence of
yourfather if you did things wrong. So He was doing
them a favor.
Zephaniah 1:15 That day [is] a day of wrath, a day of
trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation,
a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of
clouds and thick darkness,
Zephaniah 1:15 describes this day of God’s wrath as
“a day of wasteness” and “darkness and gloominess" for
the recipients of His wrath. Of course they’ll
experience this, but they won’t experience it
continuously forever and ever, as the passage clearly
doesn't state that.
Isaiah 13:9 Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel
both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land
desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out
of it.
Because Scripture must always be interpreted in
light of what the rest of Scripture teaches, these
passages reveal what Paul was talking about in Romans
2:8-9 when he said there will be wrath and anger,
trouble and distress for all those who reject the truth
and follow evil.
Romans 2:8 But unto them that are contentious, and do
not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness,
indignation and wrath,
Romans 2:9 Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of
man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the
Gentile;
We could sum up Romans 2:6-12 as follows: Only
those who “do good” and seek immortality will be
granted eternal life. Those who reject the truth and
follow evil deserve death and therefore will experience
God’s wrath and anger, which always results in
consumptive punishment — “For as many as have sinned
without law shall also perish without law: and as many
as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law;”
Romans 2:6 Who will render to every man according to
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his deeds:
Romans 2:7 To them who by patient continuance in well
doing seek for glory and honour and immortality,
eternal life:
Romans 2:8 But unto them that are contentious, and do
not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness,
indignation and wrath,
Romans 2:9 Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of
man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the;
Gentile
Romans 2:10 But glory, honour, and peace, to every man
that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the
Gentile:
Romans 2:11 For there is no respect of persons with
God.
Romans 2:12 For as many as have sinned without law
shall also perish without law: and as many as have
sinned in the law shall be judged by the law;
The second reason we cannot take the phrase “a day
of wrath, a day of trouble and distress” as a reference
to eternal torment is because this idea is challenged
by two crystal clear statements that
1. according to God’s righteous decree, sinners “worthy
of death”,
Romans 1:32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they
which commit such things are worthy of death, not only
do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.
and
2. Romans 2:12 For as many as have sinned without law
shall also perish without law: and as many as have
sinned in the law shall be judged by the law;
The doctrine of eternal torment in not a biblical
teaching 2
2 Timothy 1:10, makes it plain that until Christ
was raised for our justification, the power of death
was not destroyed and therefore immortality was not
available to us — life was not available to us.
2Timothy 1:10 But is now made manifest by the
appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath
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abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality
to light through the gospel:
"“Abolished death...brought immortality to light” (ver.
10). God’s purpose was not “manifest” until Jesus
Christ showed up, for no one was “IN CHRIST” before
Jesus showed up. The Calvinists have confused God’s
purposes in eternity with His operations in TIME.
“Abolished death” (vs. 10) in the sense of Hebrews
2:14–15 and John 16:11. Death is not done away with
until at least 1,000 years from now (Rev. 20:14). But
it is “abolished” in the sense that it no longer has
power to intimidate the believer and no longer has
power to keep him down if he is buried (see 1 Cor.
15:49–55). “OH DEATH, WHERE IS THY STING?” Life and
immortality are “brought to light” in that both
desirable items were obscure until Matthew 28, Luke 24,
Mark 16, and John 20."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Pastorial Epistles (1 - 2
Timothy, Titus Commentary)
This is because we are all sinners (Romans 3:23 and
Ecclesiastes 7:20) and consequently all deserve death,
“for the wages of sin is death.” God cannot overlook
this because he is perfectly just. One person cannot
pay the penalty for another because both are sinful and
deserve death. The only way we can escape this imminent
death penalty is if a sinless person, who does not
deserve death, dies in our place.
This is the simple, beautiful, clear message of the
gospel here. God is just trying to save his beloved
fallen creation, humanity from sin and the wages
thereof.
Ezekiel 18:32 For I have no pleasure in the death of
him that dieth, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore turn
[yourselves], and live ye.
reveals the heart of God on this matter: ‘For I have
no pleasure in the death of anyone,’ declares the LORD,
‘Repent and live!’”
Believers will receive immortality upon their
resurrection. Their bodies will put on incorruption.
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1Corinthians 15:53 For this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal [must] put on immortality.
1Corinthians 15:54 So when this corruptible shall have
put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying
that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.
Christians “put on immortality” at the Rapture. At
the last trumpet, when they are raised from the dead.
Not before. Before that they “sleep”. Right now, only
Christ has immortality, as plainly stated by Paul in 1
Timothy 6:16. The idea that a Christian receives
immortality in conscious death is absolutely contrary
to all of Paul’s plain statements. Paul makes it very
clear beyond any shadow of doubt that a Christian will
not receive immortality until the Rapture at the last
trumpet, and before that, during death, a Christian is
asleep.
Actually God can be (and is) both immortal &
existing "for a finite period at the same time". For
God lives both "today" and is "immortal". Today is
finite, so God will be for a finite period, namely
"today". Additionally, God is "immortal". So when the
finite time period "today" ends, He does not end, but
lives on. That God will be living "today" and also at
the same time be "immortal" are two distinct and
different facts, not redundant facts telling us the
same thing. Likewise the fact God is both aionian
(eonian) & immortal in 1 Tim.6:16 do not require they
be redundant or that eonian mean eternal or endless
time.
Neither Man, nor his soul is immortal at this time.
As shown above, immortality is not given to the saved
until Jesus returns and resurrects them.
The only human immortality and eternal life known
in Scripture come as the gift of God through the gospel
of Christ: “[God’s purpose] has now been revealed by
the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has
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brought life and immortality to light through the
gospel” (2 Timothy 1:10; cf. Romans 6:23).
The alternative to eternal life being
death/destruction is what the biblical writers have
overwhelming tendency to speak of. This idea is
expressed in a wide range of Scripture, in repeated
biblical claims such as that the wages of sin is death,
that the lost will perish, that they will be like those
destroyed in Sodom and Gomorrah, that they will be like
weeds burned up in a furnace and so on. A specific
passage that uses the language of destruction appears
in Paul’s second letter to the Thessalonians, where he
says that those who do not know Christ or accept the
gospel suffer “flaming vengeance” and will be “punished
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the
Lord.
2Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ:
Frequently we read that the unsaved are destroyed,
consumed, perish, etc. Does this prove annihilation?
Concerning the unsaved, many times we read in the
Bible
words
“destroy”,
“destruction”,
“consume”,
“consumption”, “perish”, “slain”, “death”, “dead”,
“die”, etc. We can read verses with these words and assume
that they mean annihilation. It may seem obvious that
these verses teach annihilation. However,
we should
check out how God uses these words in otherparts of
the Bible to make sure that we understand what God is
teaching. It is easy for us to believe that for mankind;
life is existence and death is a cessation of existence.
Let us now consider these words: life, alive, live,
death, die & dead.
Based upon these definitions, it is wrong to believe in
annihilation because of verses like Romans 6:23 “The
wages of sin is death”. Since we have concluded that
for Mankind Death by its very Biblical definition is a
lack of experience – unconsciousness, no life, no
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ability to interact with anything or anyone else in any
way. Then the logical conclusion is that the unsaved
are not annihilated.
So when we obtain the biblical definitions of life
and death by examining many verses, which we have tried
to do in the study on the biblical definition of life
and death, then we can understand what God is teaching
in Romans 6:23; “The wages of sin is death”. The wages
or payment for sin is death by its very Biblical
definition is a lack of experience – unconsciousness,
no life, no ability to interact with anything or anyone
else in any way. We read the words “destroy” and
“destruction” in connection with the unsaved and can
quickly conclude that the unsaved are annihilated.
However, as with any word we read in the Bible, we should
examine how it is used in various other parts ofthe Bible
to learn what God is teaching.
Consider again
2Thessalonians
1:9
Who
shall
be
punished
with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;
This phrase can be understood in two ways:
1. A destroying that goes on forever. That would signify
perpetual suffering.
2. A destruction who's results lasts forever. That would
take place in the lake of fire, where body/soul are
destroyed.
We must search other passages. Consider some
examples of the word “destroy” from the Old Testament
and from the New Testament.
In Deuteronomy 28 God uses a Hebrew word that is
commonly translated “destroy” and is used about 90
times in the Old Testament. This word is found 7 times
in Deuteronomy 28:15-68. For this Hebrew word commonly
translated “destroy”, about 8% of its usages are found
in this one chapter alone. God is certainly using
Deuteronomy 28:15-68 to help define this Hebrew word
translated “destroy”. We find this Hebrew word,
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commonly translated “destroy”, in the following 7verses:
Deuteronomy 28:20 The LORD shall send upon thee cursing,
vexation, and rebuke, in all that thou settestthine hand
unto for to do, until thou be destroyed
<08045>, and until thou perish quickly; because of the
wickedness of thy doings, whereby thou hast forsaken me.

◄ 8045. shamad ►
Strong's Concordance
shamad: to be exterminated or destroyed
Original Word: ָשׁ ַמד
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: shamad
Phonetic Spelling: (shaw-mad')
Definition: to be exterminated or destroyed

Deuteronomy 28:24 The LORD shall make the rain of thy
land powder and dust: from heaven shall it come down upon
thee, until thou be destroyed <08045>.
Deuteronomy 28:45
Moreover all these curses shall come
upon thee, and shall pursue thee, and overtake
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thee, till thou be destroyed <08045>; because thou
hearkenedst not unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to
keep his commandments and his statutes which he commanded
thee:
Deuteronomy 28:48 Therefore shalt thou serve thine
enemies which the LORD shall send against thee, in
hunger, and in thirst, and in nakedness, and in want of
all things: and he shall put a yoke of iron upon thy
neck, until he have destroyed <08045> thee.
Deuteronomy 28:51 And he shall eat the fruit of thy
cattle, and the fruit of thy land, until thou be destroyed
<08045>: which also shall not leave thee either corn,
wine, or oil, or the increase of thy kine,or flocks of
thy sheep, until he have destroyed thee.
Deuteronomy 28:61 Also every sickness, and every plague,
which is not written in the book of this law, them will
the LORD bring upon thee, until thou be destroyed
<08045>.
Deuteronomy 28:63 And it shall come to pass, that as
the LORD rejoiced over you to do you good, and to multiply
you; so the LORD will rejoice over you to destroy you,
and to bring you to nought <08045>; and ye shall be
plucked from off the land whither thou goestto possess
it.
In verse 63 this Hebrew word is translated “bring
you to nought”, but it is the same word that is almost
always translated “destroy”.
Therefore, Deuteronomy 28:20, for example, would be
more accurately translated:
Deuteronomy 28:20
The LORD shall send upon thee
cursing, vexation, and rebuke, in all that thou settest
thine hand unto for to do, until destroyingyou,
and
until you are perishing quickly; because of the
wickedness of thy doings, whereby thou hast forsaken me.
In Deuteronomy 28:20 the Hebrew word “abad”
translated “perishing” is also in the “infinitive” so
it should be translated in above manner. In these 7
verses, each with the Hebrew word translated “destroy”,
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God is teaching a continuous destroying of conscious
affliction. They are all in the “infinitive”.
The first thing we want to notice in the 7 verses
above is the tense of this Hebrew word translated
“destroyed”. We read phrases like “until thou be
destroyed”. This phrase appears to be written in the past
tense. However, in the Hebrew text, this verb is not in
the past tense. It is in the “infinitive”. The
“infinitive” does not describe a past tense action nor
a future tense action. Rather, the “infinitive” describes
a state of being or on-going action. The grammar books
say the most accurate translation is as aparticiple or
“ing” word. A more accurate translationof this word in
these 7 verses would be: “until destroying you”. When we
read Deuteronomy 28:15-68 we see that God is describing
a continuous conscious affliction that will come upon
the unsaved. God isusing this passage to define what
He means by the 7 usages of the phrase “until destroying
you”.
Thus, eternal torture is a sadistic teaching
foreign to the Bible. It was birthed from a satanic lie,
is founded on a pagan view of human nature — that
people possess immortality apart from Christ and is
perpetuated by sectarian allegiance to religious
tradition rather than biblical truth. It is a stain on
Christianity and a blasphemy to the just, merciful name
of the LORD.
The doctrine of eternal torment is simply a gross
mistake in Christian history. It’s an error that can no
longer be ignored or tolerated. We need to quit
mindlessly believing unbiblical doctrines that
misguided churches teach generation after generation
and let the scriptural facts speak for themselves. It’s
time for Christians of all persuasions across the
planet to rise up and boldly proclaim the biblical
truth of everlasting destruction.
The doctrine of eternal torment is a sadistic
teaching foreign to the Bible. It was birthed from a
satanic lie, is founded on a pagan view of human nature
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— that people possess immortality apart from Christ and
is perpetuated by sectarian allegiance to religious
tradition rather than biblical truth. It is a stain on
Christianity and a blasphemy to the just, merciful name
of the LORD.
The fate of everlasting destruction seems much more
agreeable with a God of justice - a final fate of being
destroyed forever, never to live again - as opposed to
an eternal state of being kept alive in suffering or
misery. We will discuss these verses in detail.
< https://www.afterlife.co.nz/2014/08/everlasting-destruction-from-the-presence-of-the-lo

The Scriptures plainly teach on human damnation
(and human nature) the truth will expose the lie that
the Church has wrongly embraced for so long. The
doctrine of eternal torment needs to be put to rest in
favor of what the Bible has always clearly taught on
human damnation — everlasting literal destruction with
no hope of restoration or resurrection (the second
death).
The following verses in the Bible are not
describing an eternal or everlasting future of
suffering for the wicked*
(These verses will be covered again later in this document.)

Review:
First of all we must be aware, as we discussed,
that the adjective aiōnios, unlike the adjective
ἀΐδιος (aïdios) or adverb ἀεί (aei), never clearly means
“eternal” or “everlasting” in any incontrovertible
sense, nor does the noun aiōn simply mean “eternity” in
the way that the noun ἀϊδιότης (aïdiotēs) does; neither
does aiōnios mean “endless,” as ἀτέλευτος (atelevtos)
or ἀτελεύτητος (atelevtētos) does; and, in fact, there are
enough instances in the New Testament where the
adjective or the noun obviously does not mean “eternal”
or “eternity” that it seems to us unwise simply
to presume such meanings in any instances at all**.
Secondly, we must be aware that the words 'damn'
and its derivatives do not once occur in the Old
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Testament. In the New Testament they are the
exceptional and arbitrary translation of two Greek
verbs or their derivatives which occur 308 times. These
words are 'appolumi' and 'krino.' 'Apolleia'
(destruction or waste) is once rendered 'damnation' and
once 'damnable.' (2 Peter 2:3, and 2 Peter 2:1);
'krino,' (judge) occurs 114 times, and is only once
rendered 'damned.' (2 Thess. 2:12) 'Krima,' (judgment
or sentence) occurs 24 times, and is 7 times rendered
'damnation.' 'Katakrino,' (I condemn) occurs 24 times,
and is twice only rendered 'be damned."
Concerning aion and its derivatives, what does
each verse below actually say?
Matt.18:8: “to be cast into fire eonian.”
Mat.25:41: “cursed into the fire eonian.”
Jude 7: “justice of fire eonian.”

Not one of these verses proves aionios means
eternal. The three show that the fire is that which
pertains to the eon. Since there is not one verse in
all the Bible where aion means eternal; aionios cannot
mean eternal since it is the adjective pertaining to
the noun “aion.”
Review: God is the eonian God.
He is the God pertaining to the eons.
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There is not one verse in all the Bible where aion
(eon) means “eternal”or “endless.” God is the God
pertaining to the eons and He is controlling the eons
to His glory. In some Biblesthe words “for ever,”
“everlasting,” “eternal” and “the world began” are
misinterpretations of the Greek word aionion. In the
Concordant Literal New Testament, aionion is always
brought directly over into English aseonian.
<http://www.saviourofall.org/poisonfruitofvine.html>

Eon” doesn’t mean “world” or “forever”. The most
accurate simple translation would be “age”, since the
New Testament makes it clear that there are several
periods of time that God has planned for human history
up to the “consummation” of His plan, referred to over
and over again in the New Testament as “eons” or “ages”.
Every single instance of the word “eon” or one of its
forms (“eons”, “eonian”) in the New Testament makes
perfect sense when it is translated as
“age/ages/pertaining-to-an-age-or-ages”. Eonian is an
adjective. Eon is a noun. In the Bible, when anything
is said to be “eonian” it is said to be that which
pertains to the eon(s). In some Bibles, the words “for
ever,” “everlasting,” “eternal” and “the world began”
are interpretations of the Greek word aionion In the
Concordant Literal New Testament, aionion is always
brought directly over into English as eonian. For
eonian to mean eternal, or pertaining to eternity,
there must be verses where the noun eon means eternity.
There are no such verses to be found. An eon is a
period of unspecified duration. We know if aion/eon has
a beginning and an end by definitive verses. Eonian
pertains to the eon(s). Since definitive scriptures
testify to the non-eternalness of the eons, aionion
cannot have the meaning of “eternal.”
When aionios is applied to that which is eternal,
such as God, then it must mean eternal. This is faulty
logic. When the adjective eonian is applied to God, the
meaning of the word does not all of a sudden get
changed due to God being eternal. Eonian, being an
adjective, merely tells us that when it is used, it is
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that which pertains to the eon(s). God is over or in
charge of the eons. He is formulating all His goals
around the plan He has for each eon.
3f) ** Important Note regarding the true meaning of
anion:
The Greek adjective most often translated in the
mainline translations as eternal is aiōnios or aiōnion,
which is derived from the word aiōn. Generally, an
adjective gets its meaning from a noun, so aiōnios (the
adjective) should get its meaning from aiōn (the noun).
in the Greek, the transliterated noun aiōn is equivalent to the Anglicized word eon or its
equivalent word age, meaning an indefinite period of
time. It refers to an age or period of time,
often without defining the length of the time. The
adjective form of aiōn is aiōnion; its Anglicized
equivalent is eonian [or, aionian] or its equivalent
age-lasting or age-during, meaning it qualifies
something as existing in time or that lasts for a
period of time. The challenge is that, with the
exception of translations that attempt more literal
accuracy, most translations do not concur with this
understanding of the word eonian and instead choose the
word eternal or everlasting to define the adjective
form as if the noun and the adjective are not
integrally related.
In the Greek text, the noun aiōn is used 128 times
(singular [aiōn] and plural [aiōnōn]
forms), and the adjective aiōnios/aiōnion is used 71
times. New Testaments written in English
translate these words using nearly 40 different words,
including: age, ages, ago, age-lasting, age-long,
duration, earliest ages, last ages, latest ages, remote
age, remotest age, always, ancient, any more, beginning,
does, end, eternal, eternity, ever, forever, and ever,
for evermore, first, very first, Immortal, life, never,
nevermore, never while the world lasts, never to the
end of my days, of old, permanently, time again, all
time, old time, today, universe, world, yonder world.
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Consider five words that are translated from aiōn
and aiōnion — eternal, everlasting, forever, world, and
age. Notice something odd about these five words? They
each have different meanings. Eternal or everlasting
refers to timelessness or that which is outside of time
and has no beginning or end. An age refers to an
indefinite period of time but with an end in view, even
if unknown. World refers to an orderly arrangement or
system.
How can one word and its derivations have such
divergent usage and maintain the intent of the
Greek? If the Greek word meant "world," then why do the
translators not use the word world in all places for
the word aiōn? The answer is that it would not make
sense in all cases.
Unfortunately, making sense does not always seem to
be the criteria used by translators. Consider two
verses from the King James Version in which aiōn is
translated as world.
Matthew 13:49 So shall it be at the end of the world
[aiōn].: the angels shall come forth, and sever the
wicked from among the just,
Ephesians 3:21 Unto him [be] glory in the church by Christ
Jesus throughout all ages [genea],world [aiōn]without end.
Amen.
Consider the true meaning of aion:
Thayer says "aion with the Aeolic digamma" (aiFon). (The
digamma was a letter of the original Greek alphabet
representing a sound that approximated the English, which
early fell into disuse. It was called "digamma" because of
its resemblance to two capital gammas placed on top of each
other.) Thus when aion was carried into the Latin it
became aevum, and was used to denote a cycle of time. It is
from this we get our word age which we use to designate a
period of time dominated by some central figure or clearly
marked feature. It is evident that when the Latin made use
of aevum to denote cycles of time, he did so because he
viewed time as flowing onward in cycle after cycle.”
A detailed discussion of the word ‘aion’:
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<http://www.eonianlifebible.com/index_htm_files/zEd%2069.%20The%20true%20meanings%20of%20aion%20and%20aionios.pdf>
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With the above background we are now prepared to
discuss the following verses in the Bible, which are
not describing an eternal or everlasting future of
suffering for the wicked. The eternal torment (hell)
position requires aion to mean forever or eternal. The
entire existence of Eternal Torment rests on only two
pillars. One of them is aion meaning eternal. If aion
doesn’t mean eternal, then Eternal Torment rests on a
very shaky foundation indeed.
'eternal fire' - Jude 7
Jude 1:7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities
about them in like manner, giving themselves over to
fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set
forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of
eternal fire.
Here 'Anioniou' (a form of anion) is properly
translated as 'eonian':

The destruction of Sodom came from an external
source, yet we know that the “eternal fire” that
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destroyed the great cities around Sodom are not still
burning. Jude 1:7 plainly states that Sodom and
Gomorrah were overthrown by “eternal fire.” Since these
cities have long since been completely incinerated,
“eternal fire” in this context must refer to total
destruction which lasts forever and not never-ending
conscious torment. As detailed elsewhere, this complete
and permanent destruction of Sodom & Gomorrah is a
biblical example of what will happen to the ungodly
when they suffer the second death (2 Peter 2:6). So,
technically, the phrase “eternal fire” refers to
destruction that lasts forever when applied to human
beings. As always, we must resist the temptation to add
our own biased interpretation to various biblical
phrases and simply let Scripture interpret Scripture.
The cities referred to by Jude are a perpetual example,
not a perpetual fire. They are today at rest on the
south part of the Dead Sea. God turned "the cities of
Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes." (2 Peter 2:6). If the
aionios fire of Sodom and Gomorrah, sent as a judgment
from God to destroy the wicked living there, burned
itself out and is no longer burning, we can conclude
that the aionios fire of the final judgment on the
wicked will have the same result. The integration of
Jude 7 with 2 Peter 2:6 makes this clear. Their fire
has long since expired, but their example still remains,
it is one perpetually before the world. The fire is
eternal by example only because it was extinguished
long ago.
Any rational person can see how the phrase 'eternal
fire' is used here. Couldn't it also be used in the
same way referring to phrases related to eternal
punishments? Couldn't phrases related to eternal
punishment also mean an eternal example instead of
literal eternal fire?
"Jude used the term “eternal fire” to describe a
fire that killed and destroyed what it burned, not a
fire that burned them continuously forever. Matthew
18:8 and 25:41 use the same term without expounding
843

upon what it means. If we are to use clear passages of
Scripture to interpret unclear passages, then the most
likely explanation would be that Matthew’s two uses
also describe a fire that destroys what is thrown into
it and does not burn anyone or anything for eternity."
<http://rethinkinghell.com/2018/08/27/what-the-bible-actually-says-about-eternal-fire-part-1/>

The destruction to which Sodom is appointed is an
everlasting destruction. This is said of the literal
Sodom, that it suffered the vengeance of eternal fire,
Jude 7. “Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities
about them, in like manner, giving themselves over to
fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set
forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of
"eternal fire.”
"The destruction that Sodom and Gomorrah suffered
was an eternal destruction: those cities were
destroyed, and have never been built since, and are not
capable of being rebuilt; for the land on which they
stood at the time of their destruction sunk, and has
been ever since covered with the lake of Sodom or the
Dead sea, or as it is called in Scripture, the Salt
Sea. This seems to have been thus ordered on purpose to
be a type of the eternal destruction of ungodly men. So
that fire by which they were destroyed is called
eternal fire, because it was so typically, it was a
type of the eternal destruction of ungodly men; which
may be in part what is intended, when it is said in
that text in Jude, that they were set forth for an
example, or for a type or representation of the eternal
fire in which all the ungodly are to be consumed."
<The Works of Jonathan Edwards, Volume Two
https://www.ccel.org/ccel/e/edwards/works2/cache/works2.pdf>

'eternal damnation' - Mark 3:29
Mark 3:29 But he that shall blaspheme against the
Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of
eternal damnation.
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<Evangelical Dictionary of Theology edited by Walter A. Elwell>

'punished with everlasting destruction' 2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;

This is a more accurate translation, which
properly translates aionion as eonian:
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In this verse the word “everlasting” should be
translated and understood as “an age" (eon) or “a
period of time.” “Eternal destruction” can be
understood only as destruction from its eternal source.
Dr. Thomas Talbot says "The reason that some translators inject into the text
the idea of being excluded or shut out from the
presence of the Lord is that the Greek “apo”, like the
English “from”, can sometimes mean “away from” — as
when, for example, the kings of the earth and others
cry out on the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and
hide us from (apo) the face of the one seated on the
throne and from (apo) the wrath of the Lamb.”
[Revelation 6:16] . . When we try to hide or to conceal
ourselves from the presence of the Lord (an impossible
task) we are indeed trying to get away from that
presence. But in 2 Thessalonians 1:9 there is no verb,
such as 'to hide' or 'to conceal' and no other
grammatical device that would give grammatical sense to
such a rendering. In the absence of such a device, it
is no less grammatically awkward to translate “olethro
aionion apo prosopou tou kuriou” as 'eternal
destruction away from the presence of the Lord' than it
would be to translate 'kairoi anapsuxeos apo prosopou
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tou kuriou' (Acts 3:19) as 'refreshing times away from
the presence of the Lord'. Indeed, just as the presence
of the Lord brings refreshment to the obedient, it
brings destruction upon the disobedient."
< https://www.thehellverses.com/verse-2-ii-thessalonians-1-9>

Olam, aion, and aionion are defined in dictionaries,
lexicons, commentaries, and the like, as follows:
- Liddell and Scott's Greek-English Lexicon: "Aion: A
period of existence; one's lifetime; life; an age; a
generation; a long space of time; an age. A space of
time clearly defined and marked out; an era, epoch, age,
period or dispensation."
- Earnest Weekly's Etymological Dictionary of Modern
English: "Aeon: Age".
- The New Testament in Modern Speech, by Dr. R. F.
Weymouth: "Eternal: Greek: "aeonion," i.e., "of the
ages." Etymologically this adjective, like others
similarly formed, does not signify "during," but
"belonging to" the aeons or ages."
- The Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bible (vol. IV, p.
643): "Time: The O.T. and the N.T are not acquainted
with the conception of eternity as timelessness. The
O.T. has not developed a special term for "eternity."
The word aion originally meant "vital force," "life;"
then "age," "lifetime." It is, however, also used
generally of a (limited or unlimited) long space of
time. The use of the word aion is determined very much
by the O.T. and the LXX. Aion means "long distant
uninterrupted time" in the past (Luke 1:10), as well as
in the future (John 4:14)."
- Triglot Dictionary of Representative Words in Hebrew,
Greek and English "[this dictionary lists the words in
this order: English, Greek, Hebrew] (p. 122): Eternal
(see age-lasting). (p. 6): English: age-lasting; Greek,
aionios; Hebrew, le-olam."
- A Greek-English Lexicon, by Arndt and Gingrich: "(1)
Aion: time; age; very long time; eternity. (2) A
segment of time; age. (3) The world. (4) The aion as a
person: aionios, eternal. 1. Without beginning. 2.
Without beginning or end. 3. Without end."
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- Manual Greek Lexicon of the New Testament, by AbbottSmith: "Aion: A space of time, as a lifetime,
generation, period of history, an indefinitely long
period-an age, eternity."
- Hasting's Dictionary of the New Testament (vol. I, p.
542, art. Christ and the Gospels): "Eternity. There is
no word either in the O.T. Hebrew or in the N.T. Greek
to express the abstract idea of eternity. (vol. III,
p.369): Eternal, everlasting-nonetheless "eternal" is misleading,
inasmuch as it has come in the English to connote the idea of
"endlessly existing," and thus to be practically a synonym for
"everlasting." But this isnot an adequate rendering of aionios which
varies in meaning with the variations of the noun aion from whichit
comes. (p. 370): The chronois aionios moreover, are not to be thought
of as stretching backward everlastingly, as it is proved by the pro
chronon aionion of 2 Tim. 1:9; Tit. 1:2"

'everlasting burnings' - Isaiah 33:14
Isaiah 33:14 The sinners in Zion are afraid;
fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites. Who among us
shall dwell with everlasting burnings?

This verse is a prime example of why verses should
be understood in their context.
The question asked in (14) is "Who among us shall
dwell with the 'glowings of eon' burnings?
The next verse (15) answers the question. The
answer is:
Isaiah 33:15 He that walketh righteously, and speaketh
uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of oppressions,
that shaketh his hands from holding of bribes, that
stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth
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his eyes from seeing evil;
Isaiah 33:16 He shall dwell on high: his place of
defence [shall be] the munitions of rocks: bread shall
be given him; his waters [shall be] sure.
So Isaiah 33:14 is not saying that the wicked will
dwell with the devouring flame and with everlasting
burnings. It is saying that the righteous will dwell
with the devouring flame and 'everlasting' burnings!
It's not that the righteous people are going to go to
'hell' to be burned forever, but the passage says the
opposite of what the eternal conscious torment people
are saying. It's the righteous people who will live
with the consuming fire (God) and it is the wicked who
won't be around. Observe what is said a immediately in
the next verses:
Isaiah 33:17 Thine eyes shall see the king in his
beauty: they shall behold the land that is very far off.
Isaiah 33:18 Thine heart shall meditate terror. Where
[is] the scribe? where [is] the receiver? where [is] he
that counted the towers?
Isaiah 33:19 Thou shalt not see a fierce people, a
people of a deeper speech than thou canst perceive; of
a stammering tongue, [that thou canst] not understand.
When it is talking about "the devouring fire" and
"eonian burnings" it is talking about God. This
translation could be clearer. Instead of eonian
burnings it would have been better to use consuming
fire since we are familiar with the biblical language
about "consuming fire".
In the Hebrew:
 אכל- meaning consuming
 אשׁ-meaning fire
Hebrews 12:29 For our God [is] a consuming fire.
"It would have also been better to translate
'everlasting burnings' to "eternal fire" or maybe
'eternal flame'. Everlasting burnings is מוֹקדי עולם. Olam
meaning eternal and mokedi meaning something like
flames or fire. What should be understand is that in
Judaism an eonian fire represents God. So for example
in the Temple there was commanded to be a fire that
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burned forever on the altar. Today in synagogues they
have an eternal flame over the place where the Torah
scrolls are kept.
This is actually very relevant today because today
is Hanukkah when we celebrate how after the Macabees
recaptured the temple after it was desecrated and there
was only enough consecrated oil to fuel the eternal
fire for one day but the fire miraculously burned for 8
days and that is why Hanukah lasts for 8 days.
< http://rethinkinghell.com/joomla/forum/2-general-discussion/1906-isaiah-33-14-how-to-explain>

'everlasting' fire - Matthew 18:8
Matthew 18:8 Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend
thee, cut them off, and cast [them] from thee: it is
better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed,
rather than having two hands or two feet to be cast
into everlasting fire.

Jesus is not warning people about everlasting
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torture in hell. Rather, He is saying that sin leads to
damaging and destructive consequences in this life.
If we want to avoid those consequences, some drastic
steps are sometimes needed. A person who finds
themselves infected with the rot of addiction or the
decay of bad influences should cut those places or
people out of their life so that the disease does not
spread and cause greater damage to themselves or to
others whom they love. So Matthew 18:8-9 is not a
warning about the afterlife, but an instruction about
preserving your life here and now. Matthew 18:8-9 is not
a warning about everlasting punishment in hell, but is
rather a warning about the experience of a hellish life
here and now. Jesus mentions “eonian fire” in this
context.
' everlasting' punishment - Matthew 25:46
Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.

In the Greek this verse uses the phrase
"chastening eonian" and it is juxtaposed against the
phrase "life eonian". Death by destruction in the Lake
of Fire could certainly be called "eternal punishment"
because it is eternal in its consequences, since the
soul is destroyed. Death on Earth is only temporal
because everyone will be raised again at the
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resurrection. Death in the Lake of Fire, however, is
eternal: there is no reversing it and no coming back
from it. If Jesus meant for the punishment to last
eternally, he probably wouldn't have contrasted it with
the phrase "eonian life" which is clearly meant only
for believers. If Jesus had intended what most churches
believe he did with this verse, he should have said,
"Both the righteous and the unrighteous will go away to
eternal life, but the unrighteous will spend it being
tortured while the righteous spend theirs in paradise."
"Actually in Greek, the word the Greeks used to
carry the idea that something pertained to the eons was
“aionion.” It just means “pertaining to the eon(s)”
nothing more, nothing less. That is what the adjective
does. Actually both the duration of the life the sheep
nations enter into in the kingdom during the 1000 year
reign of Christ is equal to the duration of the
chastening* which the goat nations endure outside the
kingdom on the earth in Matthew 25:46. Since both are
eonian (aionion), both are pertaining to the eon and
not to eternity. Both pertain to a 1000 year eon or age.
The judgment of Matthew 25:31-46 is not about believers
vs. unbelievers but it is about nations who treated
Jesus’ brethren correctly during their great
tribulation and those nations that treated His brethren
poorly. Since the Bible is quite clear that the eons
end, how can that which pertains to the eons be
pertaining to what is endless?
*Webster's 1828 dictionary: CHASTENING, noun Correction;
punishment for the purpose of reclaiming.
*King James Bible dictionary: CHASTENING, participle present
tense Correcting; afflicting for correction.
"The “fire” eonian spoken of in Matthew 25 is a
figure of the chastening of the unjust nations during
the coming eon, even as it is written in the prophets.
On the other hand, the “lake of fire” in Revelation 20,
which is the “second death,” must be a literal fire,
for it is the means which brings the second death to
the rest of Mankind, following the day of judging,
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after the thousand years. Nations cannot be chastened
in literal fire. In Matthew 25, the chastening of
nations in “fire” should alert us to an obvious
figurative usage. Indeed, even individual persons could
never be put into a literal fire for even a few seconds
without destroying their bodies, thus making chastening
impossible, since death would ensue nearly
immediately... Conversely, a good example of literal
fire and death is given to us in the Unveiling, in the
destruction of the great city of Babylon. It is only
during the fall of Babylon that the worshipers of the
wild beast and its image will be subjected to torment
in fire and sulphur. These alone are concerned in this
judgment. Though this may involve many individuals,
together they comprise only a tiny percentage of all
humanity. In the hour when judgment comes upon the city,
a great conflagration will ensue. Once ignited, the
fire of the city will continue to burn until it is
“burned up” (Rev.18:8), when nothing but ashes remain."
"This passage, however, is not concerned with humanity
as a whole, or even with individual persons as such.
Instead, it has in view, in the day of the Lord, the
granting of rewards or chastenings, to the nations of
the earth according to their treatment of Israel. It is
not a revelation concerning divine grace, nor of the
evangel of our salvation and its transcendent grace.
Perhaps the best proof that men do not really believe
that our salvation is a matter of gratuitous grace is
the fact that Matthew 25:31-46 is commonly perceived as
a summary of the gospel for today."
<https://www.concordant.org/expositions/death-and-judgment/eonian-fire-judging/>

"For Christians the decisive Divine intervention
separating the two ages is the Second Coming of Christ
and the resurrection of the dead - Christ’s return will
divide everything into two unequal parts*: this present
age which is under the sway of death and injustice, and
the age to come which will be under the rule of God.
*3f1) The 'Two Age Eschatology' is a simplification of
biblical Time. There are actually many ages to come –
See the discussion of Ephesians 2:7.
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<http://www.talentshare.org/~mm9n/articles/HH/10.htm>

The 'Two Age Eschatology' in Scripture (eon = age)
Luke 20:34 And Jesus answering said unto them, The
children of this (eon) world marry, and are given in
marriage:
Luke 20:35 But they which shall be accounted worthy to
obtain that (eon) world, and the resurrection from the
dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage:
Luke 20:36 Neither can they die any more: for they are
equal unto the angels; and are the children of God,
being the children of the resurrection.

Firstly, notice that Jesus speaks of two ages here:
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1. “this age (eon)”—the present age in which we’re
living.
2. “that age(eon)"—the age to come (’to be
happening’), which is an eternal age.
"To get to “that world age(eon)" you have to “be
accounted worthy to obtain” it. That’s why the Lord
talks about “the resurrection FROM the dead” and not
the resurrection OF the dead. ... you come up in “the
first resurrection,” you have no part in “the second
death” (Rev. 20:6). That first resurrection consists of
three parts: “Christ the firstfruits” (1 Cor. 15:20, 23)
and the Old Testament saints He brought up with Him at
His resurrection (Matt. 27:52–53), the harvest of the
New Testament saints who “sleep in Jesus” (1 Cor. 15:23;
1 Thess. 4:14–16), and the gleanings of the martyred
Tribulation saints at a post-Tribulation rapture (Rev.
20:4–6, 14:13–16; Matt. 13:38–43). That’s the
resurrection FROM the dead."
"There’s a resurrection where “death and hell” deliver
up their dead to face Jesus Christ at the White Throne
Judgment (Rev. 20:11–13; Acts 17:31). That’s the
resurrection OF the dead. Those are people “dead in
trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1) who die in their sins
(John 8:21, 24) and go to Hell. They are resurrected in
that spiritually dead state, judged, and sent on to
“the second death” in the Lake of Fire (Rev. 20:14).
Only those “who are considered worthy of taking
part in the resurrection from the dead will experience
the age to come. The resurrection from the dead refers
to the resurrection unto eternal life, which takes
place in at least three stages, That first resurrection
consists of three parts: “Christ the firstfruits” (1
Cor. 15:20, 23) and the Old Testament saints He brought
up with Him at His resurrection (Matt. 27:52–53), the
harvest of the New Testament saints who “sleep in Jesus”
(1 Cor. 15:23; 1 Thess. 4:14–16), and the gleanings of
the martyred Tribulation saints at a post-Tribulation
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Rapture (Rev. 20:4–6, 14:13–16; Matt. 13:38–43). That’s
the resurrection FROM the dead.
Secondly, notice what Jesus says about the
righteous people who are worthy of partaking in this
resurrection: He says that “they can no longer die; for
they are like the angels.”
Luke 20:36 Neither can they die any more: for they are
equal unto the angels; and are the children of God,
being the children of the resurrection.
This shows that the resurrection of the righteous
is a resurrection unto unconditional immortality. We
who partake in this resurrection “can no longer die”;
that is, no matter what, death—the cessation of life —
will never be a possibility for us throughout eternity.
This is supported by Revelation 20:6, which says that
the second death has no power over those who take part
in this resurrection. Since believers will be immortal
and can never die, the second death has no power over
them.
Revelation 20:6 Blessed and holy [is] he that hath
part in the first resurrection: on such the second
death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God
and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand
years.
"They reign as “priests” and they reign as “kings on
this earth,” for 1,000 years (Rev. 5:10). That gives us
our position very clearly in this dispensation. When
Jesus Christ died on the cross, He died as a Prophet.
He was buried, arose from the dead, and became our high
Priest in heaven. When He comes back, He will come back
as “King of kings and Lord of lords.” That means that
in this present dispensation, you and I are prophets
(Rev. 19:10). We have a high Priest in heaven, and when
Christ comes back, we will be priests and kings
interceding for the people on the earth during the
Millennium, and reigning as kings over these people in
the Millennial kingdom."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Revelation Commentary
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Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.
"When viewed in an eonic context, we can see that
the word aionion (eonian) in Matthew 25:46 means “age”
(eon) in the sense of “the age to come”.

Existence in that age to come will be qualitatively
different than existence in this present age, for there
will be a profound asymmetry between the two ages. For
one thing, at the start of the age to come all the dead
will be raised and restored to their bodies, so that
life and death as we understand and experience them
will be qualitatively different. Existence then will
not simply be a prolonged version of existence as we
experience it now. The aionion life of the righteous
will not be simply unending. It will not be like our
present mode of existence with the only difference that
it will stretch on forever. As the life of the αιων to
come, existence will indeed be unending, but for the
righteous it will also partake of the immortal joy
which will then fill that transfigured cosmos. And,
says Christ, for the unrighteous existence will involve
punishment, punishment that also partakes of the
quality of the age to come. Like the life of the
righteous, it will be unending. But it will be unending
because it occurs in the age to come, and partakes of
the coming age’s transfigured and eschatological
quality. Note: both the life of the righteous and the
punishment of the unrighteous are described with the
same word aionion. The fates of both groups culminate
in the age to come, and both groups partake of that
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age’s intensity and eternity. In the ongoing debate
about the eternity of hell, this parallelism between
the two groups must be given its due weight."
"We may see now why the Greek word aidos [αιδως],
“unending”, was not used to describe either the life of
the righteous or the punishment of the unrighteous. If
the word αιδως were used, one might imagine that the
issue was simply one of duration, and that our Lord was
saying that that the righteous will live unendingly and
the unrighteous will be punished unendingly. The stakes
are higher than that. The righteous will not simply
live without end, but will live with all the joy which
will characterize the age to come. And the unrighteous
will not simply be punished without end, but punished
with all the immortal severity which will characterize
the age to come. It is the quality of the age to come —
with its intensity both of punishment and joy — that is
stressed, not simply its endless duration."
"The Greek word aionion means “partaking of the age
to come”, both that age’s intensity and eternity. The
stakes are very high, for both immortal joy or immortal
horror await us children of men in the age to come.
Reducing those stakes by introducing a hope not offered
by Christ does not simply violate the meaning of this
passage. It may also prove dangerous. Christ spoke in
such a way as to motivate our run to righteousness and
our avoidance of impending danger. We have no right to
blunt His urgent warning."
< https://orthochristian.com/90399.html>

(Also see the section discussing the Greek word aidos.)
(Also see the section discussing 'the age to come'.)
Note that these verses do not have a Deity context.
Therefore the age or ages being discussed in these
verses are a definite number. 'Eonian', not 'eternal'
in the above verses is used to describe the future
misery of the wicked.
The general rule is if the Greek plural word aionas
(or its grammatical derivatives) is directly attached
to the subject/object of God/Jesus/Holy Spirit/heaven
859

etc. it represents, in most cases, 'to the age and
beyond' ... an indefinite time period. The KJV
translators and translators of other versions of the
Bible accept that the Greek word aion (aionion) means
either 'to the age and beyond' or ‘age’, as its context
in Scripture demands. Thus, Strong’s Concordance and
Thayer’s Greek Lexicon define aion to have both of the
above meanings of ‘everlasting’ and ‘age’.
Greek Dictionaries:
□ aion , - age, world
1. "for ever, an unbroken age, perpetuity of time,
eternity; the worlds, universe; period of time,
age."
2."describes duration, either undefined, but not
endless"
Sometimes the word αιων (aion) does indeed mean
“age” in the sense of a limited duration of time which
comes to an end. Thus Paul in Romans 16:25:
Romans 16:25 Now to him that is of power to stablish
you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery,
which was kept secret since the world began,
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We see here that the word αιων (anion) (#166) means
a limited duration of time, since the ages of time when
the mystery had been kept secret came to an end when
Christ appeared and was proclaimed by the apostles.
Accordingly, one of the meanings of αιων in the ArndtGingrich lexicon is “a segment of time, age”.
But αιων can mean eonian, even when it is applied
to God and His dominion and power over all the cosmos,
such as in 1 Timothy 6:16:
1Timothy 6:16 Who only hath immortality, dwelling in
the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man
hath seen, nor can see: to whom [be] honour and power
everlasting. Amen.

The fact is, “aionion” wherever it is used in the
New Testament has one uniform meaning. When applied to
God, He is the eonian God, or the God of the ages, the
Being who through aions of time is working out His
wonderful plan. The word “aionion” has the force of
belonging to or in connection with the ages. For
example, “aionios life”, “aionios fire" and “aionios
punishment”. To suggest that “aionios” means “endless
times” or “endless ages,” is not only a contradiction
of terms, but confusing. An age is a span of time, a
period of existence. Though seemingly immeasurable to
man, nevertheless it is of limited duration.
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God's power can be termed as “aionion” (eonian)
because God can be (and is) both immortal & existing
"for a finite period at the same time". For God lives
both "today" and is "immortal". Today is finite, so God
will be for a finite period, namely "today".
Additionally, God is "immortal". So when the finite
time period "today" ends, He does not end, but lives on.
That God will be living "today" and also at the same
time be "immortal" are two distinct and different facts,
not redundant facts telling us the same thing. Likewise
the fact God is both aionian (eonian) & immortal in 1
Timothy 6:16 does not require that eonian mean eternal
or endless time.
Aionios is related to time in the Scriptures, not
eternity. As we pointed out, neither does aiōnios mean
“endless,” as ἀτέλευτος (atelevtos) or ἀτελεύτητος
(atelevtētos) does and in fact, there are enough
instances in the New Testament where the adjective or
the noun obviously does not mean “eternal” or “eternity”
that it seems to me unwise simply to presume such
meanings in any instances at all.
The honor and might (1Timothy 6:16) is eonian (i.e.
pertaining to the eon(s)). No eon is eternal therefore
that which pertains to the eon(s) pertains to the
eon(s). Neither aion nor aionios (eon/eonian) when
applied to God prove that God’s righteousness is
temporary.
Young's Literal Translation (1 Tim.6:16) 'who only is
having immortality, dwelling in light unapproachable,
whom no one of men did see, nor is able to see, to whom
is honour and might age-during! Amen.'
Concordant Literal Translation 'Who alone has
immortality, making His home in light inaccessible,
Whom not one of mankind perceived nor can be perceiving,
to Whom be honor and might eonian! Amen!'
3) What is 'hell' and where is 'hell' defined in the
Bible?
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We proved the word 'hell' does not exist in the
Bible (KJV), although our findings, if valid, must
obviously apply to all versions.
4) Why does the Bible say the wages of sin is death
if unrepentant sinners will instead consciously burn
'forever' in 'hell' as their 'wages'?
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
It does not say, “The wages of sin is hell.”
Could it be stated any plainer? The wages for sin
is shown to be death; and eternal life is a gift from
God, not something people already have. This is
consistently expressed from Genesis to Revelation. The
difference between wages and a gift is that wages are
earned while a gift is free. Jesus paid the death
penalty that we’ve all earned so that we can have the
free gift of eternal life. The LORD did this so that we
could fellowship with him forever instead of reaping
the wages of sin, which is death.
3G) The Greek word thanatos (THAYN-ah-tohs) simply
means “death” (Strong 35), the express opposite of
life according to Romans 8:38, and therefore the
cessation of conscious existence. Thanatos is most
often used in the Bible simply in reference to the
death that all human beings must one day experience—the
first death (e.g. Acts 23:29). The first death
therefore refers at least to the cessation of conscious
existence in the physical realm.
Thanatos is also used in reference to the second
death—the destruction of both soul and body in the lake
of fire. In fact the Greek word translated as “death”
in the phrase “the second death” is thanatos. For
instance, “ ‘He who overcomes will not be hurt at all
by the second death (thanatos)’ ”
Revelation 2:11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh
shall not be hurt of the second death.
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The verse refers to those who “overcome,” meaning
all true believers.
1John 5:4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the
world: and this is the victory that overcometh the
world, [even] our faith.
Genuine believers will not be hurt at all by the
second death. The second death has no power over
spiritually born-again believers because they’ve been
saved from God’s wrath through Jesus’ death, burial and
resurrection. That’s why Jesus said:
John 8:51 Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man
keep my saying, he shall never ('to the age') the see
death.

The Greek phrase 'εἰς τὸν αἰῶνα' (eis ton aiōna)
(above) - often translated as “forever” but literally
meaning “unto the age” or “until the age” or “into the
age” or “throughout the age”—is the equivalent of leolam or ad-olam (“unto the age” or “until the age”)
Regarding Jude 13 and 'eis ton aiona':
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Jude 1:13 Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their
own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the
blackness of darkness for ever.
κύματα ἄγρια θαλάσσης ἐπαφρίζοντα τὰς ἑαυτῶν αἰσχύνας, ἀστέρες
πλανῆται οἷς ὁ ζόφος τοῦ σκότους εἰς τὸν αἰῶνα τετήρηται.
eis ton aiona

Green’s Literal
'wild waves of the sea foaming up their shames,
wandering stars for whom blackness of darkness has been
kept to the age'.
The Apostolic Bible interlinear translation
has 'into the eon'.
This verse (John 8:51) is obviously not referring
to the first death; after all, Christians who have
faithfully “kept his saying” have been physically dying
for two thousand years. No, this is a reference to the
second death. Jesus’ promise is that true believers
will never experience the destruction of the second
death in the lake of fire. This coincides perfectly
with what Christ said in John 3:16: that those who
believe in him “shall not perish but have eternal life.”
It’s sometimes important to point out what the
Bible does not say, as well. Notice that Jesus does not
say, “if anyone keeps my word he will never see eternal
life in conscious torment.” Jesus doesn’t say this. No,
he simply states that those who keep his word will
never see death — the second death—the destruction of
soul and body in the lake of fire
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The second death is the ultimate consequence of sin
according to the Bible: “The wages of sin is death”
(Romans 6:23), “sin… leads to death” (Romans 6:16), and
sin will “result in death” (Romans 6:21). “Death” in
all these verses is the Greek word thanatos, and they
all refer to the ultimate penalty of sin—the second
death.
James 1:14-15 clearly says that “sin, when it is fullgrown, gives birth to death (thanatos).” Note that sin
ultimately gives birth to death, not life in
everlasting fiery torment.
James 1:14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn
away of his own lust, and enticed.
James 1:15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth
forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth
death.

This is emphasized again later in James:
James 5:20 Let him know, that he which converteth the
sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from
death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.

We observe here that if a person is not brought
back from the error of a sinful lifestyle, the soul*
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*"In the Old Testament, the soul is stuck to the body,
so often they are spoken of as identical (Ezek. 18:4;
Gen. 19:20; Josh. 10:35).
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Gospel of Matthew Commentary
his/her soul (psuch)(which is a component of the blood))
will die! When did Jesus say a soul would die and by
whom? He said that God Himself would “destroy both soul
and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28). So we know this
verse is definitely a reference to the second death as
well. Notice that a sinner is not saved from neverending roasting torment, but from death. The Bible’s
repeatedly clear on this matter.
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.
"Here the subject is lifted to the highest level. Here
is no ambiguous phraseology, neither figure, nor
parable, but plain gospel spoken in solemn earnestness
by the Lord Jesus Himself. He says that there are two
alternatives before men, the one - life everlasting,
the other - perishing, utter destruction (Heb. 1:11,
Josh. 6.), and from this doom He came to save those who
believed in Him. Hence we read in Luke 19:10, "The Son
of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost
(apollumi).

622 ἀπόλλυμι - Strong's Greek Lexicon Number
(b) of persons: Mat.8:26, al. Metaph., of loss of eternal life, Refs Jhn.3:15-16 10:28 17:12,
Rom.2:12, 1Co.8:11 15:18, 2Pe.3:9. In οἱ ἀπολλὺμενοι, the perishing, contrasted in 1Co.1:18, al.,
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with οἱ σωζόμενοι, the "perfective" force of the verb, WH. " implies the completion of the
process of destruction," is illustrated (see M, Pr., 114 f.; M, Th., ii, 2:10);
2 to be lost: Refs Luk.15:4 21:18. Metaph., on the basis of the relation between shepherd and
flock, of spiritual destitution and alienation from God: Refs Mat.10:6 15:24, Luk.19:10 (MM, see
word; DCG, i, 191 f., ii, 76, 554; Cremer, 451)
KJV Usage: destroy, die, lose, mar, perish.

Man by nature was on the road which leadeth to
destruction. Jesus clearly states that those who keep
his word will not perish."
<https://www.truthaccordingtoscripture.com/documents/death/perish.php#.XsHiqzlS-T8>

Some people might try to quote John 3:16 to claim
that only a few will get saved. But we must remember to
translated John 3:16 correctly and keep reading to
verse 17. Jesus spoke John 3:16 about those who
“believe” – present tense, in this age – not perishing
(not being dead during the Millennium and New Jerusalem
age) but rather getting eonian life (life in the
Millennium and New Jerusalem age) (Revelation 21-22).
John 3:16-17 is a parallel passage to 1 Corinthians
15:22-28 in a sense. John 3:16 talks about Christians
who will be permanently saved from death at the Rapture.
And note that the correct translation in verse 18 is
not “condemned”, it is “judged”, thus making it clear
that Christ was talking about people receiving judgment
as a result of not believing in Him in this age, not
condemnation.
1) We proved every instance of the words 'damnation',
'damn' and 'condemn' are mistranslations and we will
show that there are good and conclusive reasons for
expunging the verb "to damn," with its derivatives,
from our translation of the Bible.
""The words 'damn' and its derivatives do no once occur
in the Old Testament. In the New Testament they are the
exceptional and arbitrary translation of two Greek
verbs or their derivatives which occur 308 times. These
words are 'appolumi' and 'krino.' 'Apolleia'
(destruction or waste) is once rendered 'damnation' and
once 'damnable.' (2 Peter 2:3, and 2 Peter 2:1);
'krino,' (judge) occurs 114 times, and is only once
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rendered 'damned.' (2 Thess. 2:12) 'Krima,' (judgment
or sentence) occurs 24 times, and is 7 times rendered
'damnation.' 'Katakrino,' (I condemn) occurs 24 times,
and is twice only rendered 'be damned."
<http://ponderingconfusion.com/papers.php?id=words#LinkTarget_1149>

2) We proved that the words 'eternal', 'everlasting'
and 'forever' are properly translated as 'age' or
several ages (time periods of a fixed duration), except
when used in a Diety context**, where they represent
'ages and beyond'
Since God's power and Deity are everlasting, that
they endure forever, that they can know no bound, no
diminution, no end, no one who believes in God at all
will be likely to deny.
Verses that speak of a believer's eternal life,
which is, of course, provided by God, also make these
verses also have a Deity context. But in non-Deity
contexts the word “aion” means an definite span of time.
It is an age, and “aionian” is “age-lasting,” or “to an
age.” When the Hebrew word “olam,” translated
“everlasting”, it is also obscured in its true meaning.
We will show many verses where “everlasting” does not
mean what we think, or how we use the word today.
“Olam” (the Hebrew word used to translate aion) does
not mean definitely eternal, it means a period of time of
unspecified or unknown length. The length of time it refers
to is concealed, veiled, unknown, unclear. To translate
“olam” in an English Bible as “forever” or as referring to
“eternity” is to ascribe a meaning to the word “olam” that
it simply did not have in Hebrew, because in English we
assume that “forever” means “definitely eternal” or
“definitely endless”. Olam” never meant definitely eternal
or definitely permanent or definitely endless. It never
meant definitely anything. It meant the exact opposite: an
undefined length of time. It meant long – but we’re not sure
how long, exactly how long is unknown, hidden from sight,
undefined.
"There really is no word in Hebrew that naturally
means “eternity,” either temporal or atemporal, or any
word that naturally means “forever”; the claim
occasionally made by champions of the received view—
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that both aiōn and olam in scripture mean “eternal”
typically rather than defectively—is not merely Jesus
of Nazareth, as presented in the Gospels, was a firstcentury Galileans who spoke Aramaic and could read
Hebrew (if he could speak any koinē Greek, he certainly
did not do so when teaching his disciples or preaching
to the multitudes in Galilee and Judaea); and, if the
sayings attributed to him in the Gospels are indeed
faithful transpositions of his words into Greek
equivalents, then there can be no doubt that the words
aiōn and aiōnios correspond to various forms and uses
of the Hebrew olam or the Aramaic alma, both of which
most literally mean something at an immense distance,
on the far horizon, hidden from view, and which are
usually used to mean “age,” or “period of long
duration,” or a time hidden in the depths of the far
past or far future, or a “world” or “dispensation,” or
even “eternity,” and so on; but it can also mean simply
an extended period, and not necessarily a particularly
long one, with a natural term. Moreover, the
Septuagint—which, in its various forms, was the Bible
for much of the early church, and which provides ninetenths of all the quotations from Hebrew scripture
found in the New Testament—serves as something of a
guide to how various expressions of the Jewish
concept olam or alma were typically rendered in Greek
(for instance, in Deuteronomy 15:17 olam is used to
indicate the period of the life of a slave, and in the
Septuagint version of that passage is rendered as aiōn).
There really is no word in Hebrew that naturally means
“eternity,” either temporal or atemporal, or any word
that naturally means “forever”; the claim occasionally
made by champions of the received view—that
both aiōn and olam in scripture mean “eternal”
typically rather than defectively — is not merely
logically impossible to verify, but simply false. There
are, however, metaphoric or hyperbolic words and
phrases that convey the idea of an extremely long
period, which may even be endless in duration (but
which, then again, may not be); and these locutions are
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recognizable just below the surface of certain standard
Greek phrases in the Septuagint and the New Testament.
Behind aiōn lies olam (if we confine ourselves to the
Hebrew forms), and behind various constructions
of aiōn lie corresponding constructions of olam."
So “olam” does not mean definitely eternal, it means a
period of time of unspecified or unknown length. The length
of time it refers to is concealed, veiled, unknown, unclear.
To translate “olam” in an English Bible as “forever” or as
referring to “eternity” is to ascribe a meaning to the word
“olam” that it simply did not have in Hebrew, because in
English we assume that “forever” means “definitely eternal”
or “definitely endless”. “To/from olam” never meant
definitely eternal or definitely permanent or definitely
endless. It meant the exact opposite: an undefined length of
time. It meant long – but it’s not certain how long (exactly
how long is unknown, hidden from sight, undefined), and
there are some instances when it seems to have the
connotation of consistently available, available now and
into the foreseeable future, but the exact length of time it
will be available, and whether it will end or not, is not
stated).
Consider the following:
Deuteronomy 33:27 The eternal God [is thy] refuge, and
underneath [are] the everlasting arms: and he shall thrust
out the enemy from before thee; and shall say, Destroy
[them].

Just because we know that God “has neither beginning of days
nor consummation of life” does not mean “olam” meant
everlasting, or that it was used to describe the eternal
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aspect of God. The fact is, there is nothing definite about
the period of time “olam” refers to. And of course, there are
many instances in the Hebrew Old Testament were it is obvious
that “olam” did not refer to eternity or an endless amount of
time. The Old Testament uses the word “olam” to refer to a
long but undefined amount of time, and many Old Testament
verses simply use the word “olam” to refer to the fact that
God’s goodness or mercy lasts for a long time (exactly how
long, they weren’t sure, that was unspecified), or is
available now and would be available for an unspecified length
of time in the future.
the words “forever”, “eternal”, “everlasting”, and “forever
and ever” as we understand them today (to us they mean
definitely eternal or definitely lasting for eternity or
definitely endless) really should not appear in the Old
Testament, at least not as a translation of olam”. Careful
study of this Hebrew compound word simply does not support it
the words “forever”, “eternal”, “everlasting”, and “forever
and ever” as we understand them today (to us they mean
definitely eternal or definitely lasting for eternity or
definitely endless) really should not appear in the Old
Testament, at least not as a translation of
“to/from olam”. Careful study of this Hebrew compound word
simply does not support it being translated this way. Being
translated this way. Hastings’ Dictionary of the New Testament
states that there is no word in the Hebrew Old Testament that
expresses the abstract idea of eternity.
"ETERNITY— There is no word either in OT Hebrew or in
NT Greek corresponding to the abstract idea of eternity.
a God of love, power, and mercy, or of hate, ineptitude
and vindictiveness."
- Hastings' Dictionary of the New Testament
Of course, Hastings’ Dictionary also says there is no
word that expresses the abstract idea of eternity in the
Greek New Testament either. This issue will later be
expanded upon.
Regarding how ‘forever’ is defined in the Greek, εἰς τὸν
αἰῶνα (eis ton aiōna)—often translated as “forever” but
literally meaning “unto the age” or “until the age” or “into
the age” or “throughout the age”—is the equivalent of leolam or ad-olam (“unto the age” or “until the age”).
The phrase εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων (eis tous aiōnas tōnaiōnōn)—
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often translated as “forever and ever” or something similar,
but literally meaning “unto the agesof the ages”—and the
related ὁ αἰὼν τῶν αἰώνων (ho aiōn tōn aiōnōn), “the age of the
ages,” represent something
like the Hebrew le-olam va-ed (“unto an age and beyond”)
or le-olamei-olamim (“unto ages of ages”) More
important here, however, the age to which many uses of
both aiōn and aiōnios refer is clearly the olam haba, “the Age to come”: the age or world of God that is
coming to this Earth, the Age of the Kingdom or of that
reality now hidden in God. In the Greek of the New
Testament, this is often rendered as ὁ αἰὼν ἐρχόμενος (ho
aiōn erchomenos), “the coming age,” or ὁ μέλλων αἰών (ho
mellōn aiōn), “the age about to come,” or, more simply
and mysteriously, ἐκεῖνος αἰών (ekeinos aiōn), “that age.”
And that coming age must be distinguished from the olam
ha-zeh, “this present age,” which in Greek is οὗτος
καιρός (houtos kairos) or οὗτος αἰών (houtos aiōn), “this
time” or “this age”; orἐνεστὼς καιρός (enestōs kairos)
or ἐνεστὼς αἰών (enestōs aiōn), “the present time” or “the
present age”; or ὁ νῦν αἰών(ho nyn aiōn), “the age now.”
It is almost certainly the case that in the New
Testament, and especially in the teachings of Jesus,
the adjective aiōnios is the equivalent of something
like the phrase le-olam, but also the case that it
cannot be neatly discriminated from the language of
the olam ha-ba without losing something of the
theological depth and religious significance it
possessed in the time of Christ. New Testament scholars
as theologically diverse as Marcus Borg and N.T. Wright
have suggested that translators might do well in many
or most instances to render aiōnios as “of the age to
come”; in fact, in Wright’s own translation of the New
Testament he does just this wherever he deems it
appropriate (though his resolve inexplicably deserts
him at the crucial juncture of Matthew 25:46)."
<The New Testament: A Translation by David Bentley Hart>
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As we said, God views Time in terms of biblical
'Ages' (Eons),finite periods of time having a
beginning and an end. Everlasting, forever and
eternity are terms belonging only to God as only He
can fully comprehend their meaning. Thus, any use of
these words obscures the way God views Time and are
thus mistranslations (including Isaiah 57:15).

3g1) An examination of every instance of the word 'for
ever' in the King James Bible proves that 'for ever' is
properly translated as 'age' or several ages (or the
context demands time periods of a fixed duration),
except when used in a Diety context**, where they
represent an indeterminate number of ages.
1) Verses in non-Diety contexts where 'for ever'
actually means an 'age' or several ages (time periods
of a fixed duration):
1Samuel 1:22 But Hannah went not up; for she said unto
her husband, [I will not go up] until the child be
weaned, and [then] I will bring him, that he may appear
before the LORD, and there abide for ever.
The Bible uses the term for ever (forever) in a
relative way, and one has to understand the context to
know how to understand the term. In 1 Samuel 1:22,
1Samuel 1:22 But Hannah went not up; for she said unto
her husband, [I will not go up] until the child be
weaned, and [then] I will bring him, that he may appear
before the LORD, and there abide for ever.
we read that Hannah brought Samuel to the temple to
“appear before the LORD, and there abide for ever.”
However, verse 28
1Samuel 1:28 Therefore also I have lent him to the
LORD; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the LORD.
And he worshipped the LORD there.
tells us that Hannah said Samuel was “lent … to the
LORD; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the
LORD.” Allowing the Bible to interpret itself, we see
that in this case for ever meant the length of Samuel’s
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life.
Examining the Hebrew:

The Hebrew word owlam literally means "beyond the
horizon." When looking off in the far distance it is
difficult to make out any details and what is beyond
that horizon cannot be seen. This concept is the olam.
The word olam is also used for time for the distant
past or the distant future as a time that is difficult
to know or perceive. This word is frequently translated
as "eternity" or “forever” meaning a continual span of
time that never ends. In the Hebrew mind it is simply
what is at or beyond the horizon, a very distant time.
A common phrase in the Hebrew is "l'olam va'ed" and is
usually translated as "forever and ever," but in the
Hebrew it means "to the distant horizon and again"
meaning "a very distant time and even further.
In 1Samuel 1:28 for ever (olam) meant the length of
Samuel’s life."
1Samuel 2:30 Wherefore the LORD God of Israel saith,
I said indeed [that] thy house, and the house of thy
father, should walk before me for ever: but now the
LORD saith, Be it far from me; for them that honour me
I will honour, and they that despise me shall be
lightly esteemed.
1Samuel 2:30 (YLT)`Therefore -- the affirmation of
Jehovah, God of Israel -- I certainly said, Thy house
and the house of thy father, do walk up and down before
Me to the age; and now -- the affirmation of Jehovah -Far be it from Me! for he who is honouring Me, I honour,
and those despising Me, are lightly esteemed.
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If the house of Aaron in general is meant, it did
continue so to do, in one branch or another of it, as
long as the Mosaic dispensation lasted, which is meant
by the phrase "for ever"; but since it is afterwards
denied that it should, rather the house of Ithamar, or
of the immediate parent of Eli, is meant, and this said
when the priesthood was translated from the family of
Eleazar to the family of Ithamar; when, and on what
account that was done, we nowhere read. It is a
traditionF6Midrash Samuel, apud Jarch. & Kimch, that it
was in the time of the Levite's concubine; and because
Phinehas, and the other priests, did not go from city
to city, and reprove the Israelites for the many sins
they were fallen into, that the priesthood was taken
away out of the family of Eleazar, and translated to
that of Ithamar.
So For ever was As long as the Mosaic law and
worship lasts, as that phrase is often used.
1Samuel 2:32 And thou shalt see an enemy [in my]
habitation, in all [the wealth] which [God] shall give
Israel: and there shall not be an old man in thine
house for ever.
'there shall not be an old man in thine house' - as
there were none when he died and his two sons, the same
day and the children they left were very young and
Ahitub, who was one of them, could not die an old man,
since Ahimelech his son was priest in the time of Saul,
who with eighty five priests were slain by his order;
and Abiathar his son was deprived of his priesthood in
the time of Solomon, though some understand this not of
an elder in years, but in office; and that the sense is,
that there should be none of his family a senator, or a
member of the great Sanhedrim, or court of judicature;
and so it is interpreted in the Talmud; with which
agree Ben Gersom and Abarbine.
YLT 1Samuel 2:32 and thou hast beheld an adversary
[in My] habitation, in all that He doth good with
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Israel, and there is not an old man in thy house all
the days*.
'all the days' - "Although Israel would see glorious
days under David and Solomon, the family of Eli did not
fare well. The threat was repeated from the previous
verse that none of Eli's family would live to see old
age, but here the threat was intensified. There would
never (literally 'all the days' i.e., so long as his
house existed) be an old man in the house of Eli."
<1 & 2 Samuel By James E. Smith>

*Strong's Concordance #2250
hémera: day
Original Word: ἡμέρα, ας, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: hémera
Phonetic Spelling: (hay-mer'-ah)
Definition: day
Usage: a day, the period from sunrise to sunset.
*G2250 ἡμέρα - Strong's Greek Lexicon Number
ἡμέρα
day
Dodson:
ἡμέρα
a day
a day, the period from sunrise to sunset.
Strong's:
ἡμέρα
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day, i.e. (literally) the time space between dawn
and dark, or the whole 24 hours (but several days
were usually reckoned by the Jews as inclusive of
the parts of both extremes); figuratively, a period
(always defined more or less clearly by the context)
KJB: 'for ever'
Greek: 'all the days'
So ‘For ever’ was 'all the days'.
1Samuel 2:35 And I will raise me up a faithful priest,
[that] shall do according to [that] which [is] in mine
heart and in my mind: and I will build him a sure house;
and he shall walk before mine anointed for ever.
But this is not a reference to Jesus Christ.
'he shall walk before mine anointed for ever' - It's
not talking about Jesus Christ. He's the Lord's
anointed. This is somebody that's going to walk before
Him. The historical application would be a priest of
another line, as is necessarily implied by the total
removal of that office from Eli’s line. The person
designed is Zadok, one eminent for his faithfulness to
God, and to the king, who, when Abiathar, the last of
Eli’s line, was deposed by Solomon, was made highpriest in his stead.
The high-priest is said to walk before God’s
anointed, chiefly because he wore the breast-plate of
judgment, which he was to consult, not in common cases,
but for the king, in the affairs of state.
Although not expressed, it is plainly implied that this
priest should be in another line, which was fulfilled
the person of Zadok, who was eminent for his fidelity
both to God and to the king (1 Kings 2:27; 1 Kings 2:35;
1 Chronicles 29:22).Though it is more commonly
understood of Zadok and his posterity, walking or
ministering, as the Targum, before Solomon the Lord's
anointed, and before the kings of the house of David,
as they did until the Babylonish captivity.
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1Samuel 3:13 For I have told him that I will judge his
house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth;
because his sons made themselves vile, and he
restrained them not.
This was God’s message to Samuel: coming judgment
on Eli and his house. In chapter 3 God reveals Himself
to Samuel; and he is known to be a prophet of Jehovah
from Dan even to Beersheba.
The parents are responsible for the children.
Proverbs 29:15 The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a
child left [to himself] bringeth his mother to shame.
He holds the father accountable. Eli did not use
his parental and juridical authority to curb them, and
prevent the disorders which they committed.
'Because his sons made themselves vile' - Here we read
the crime of Eli, and the sad cause of all his
misfortunes. He knew the wickedness of his sons, and,
content with chiding them gently, he had not resolution
enough to chastise them with severity. They were not
only hateful to God, but contemptible to all the people
whereby they also brought their sacred office and God’s
holy ordinances into contempt.
'will judge his house for ever '- I will continue to
execute judgments upon it till it is destroyed. ....
That is, bring his judgments upon them, which should
continue on them to their utter destruction; this, as
to the substance, he said before by the man of God:
'For ever' - till they be utterly rooted out; or for a
long time, as that phrase is often used. Or for a long
time, as the phrase generally signifies in the early
historical books. 'I will continue to execute judgments
upon it till it is destroyed'. This signifies that the
impending catastrophe would be a sign to Eli that the
judgment upon his house was permanent and irreversible.
1Samuel 3:14 And therefore I have sworn unto the house
of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be
purged with sacrifice nor offering for ever.
'Shall not be purged with sacrifice nor offering' That is, God was determined that they should be removed
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by a violent death. They had committed the sin unto
death; and no offering or sacrifice could prevent this.
What is spoken here relates to their temporal death
only.
The sin of the sons of Eli could not be purged by
the appointed sacrifices of the Law. In blessed
contrast with this declaration is the assurance of the
New Testament 1 John 1:7; Acts 13:39
'Purged ' - That is, the punishment threatened against
Eli and his family, shall not he prevented by all their
sacrifices, but shall infallibly be executed.
'the iniquity' - 2:25; Numbers 15:30,31; Psalms 51:16;
Isaiah 22:14; Jeremiah 7:16; 15:1; Ezekiel 24:13;
Hebrews 10:4-10,26-31
And therefore I have sworn unto the house of Eli, that
the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be purged with
sacrifice nor offering forever.
(i) Meaning that his posterity would never enjoy
the chief priests office.
1Samuel 20:15 But [also] thou shalt not cut off thy
kindness from my house for ever: no, not when the LORD
hath cut off the enemies of David every one from the
face of the earth.
'Thou shalt not cut off thy kindness from my house The covenant they had made was not merely personal, but
reached to their posterity and was to be kept even when
David should have the greatest power, and there were
none to oppose his will. These verses seem strongly to
indicate that Jonathan knew of David’s being anointed
to the kingdom. How unspeakable a generosity is here
shown by Jonathan to stipulate for his own life, and
the lives of his posterity, with that man whose life,
humanly speaking, was now in his power.
When the Lord hath cut off the enemies of David;
which he will certainly do without exception of Saul,
my father and those of his children who have joined,
or shall join, with him in his hostilities and
cruelties against David.
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'no, not when the Lord hath cut off the enemies of
David, everyone from the face of the Earth' - Saul and
his sons, and everyone that should oppose his
settlement in the kingdom: Jonathan's meaning is, that
the covenant between them should not be only between
them personally, but include their posterity, as
follows.
Jonathan, having invoked a blessing on David, thus
expresses his wish for himself: ‘And wouldst thou, if I
still live, wouldst thou show me the kindness of God,
and not, if I die, not cut off thy love from my house
for ever?
1Samuel 20:23 And [as touching] the matter which thou
and I have spoken of, behold, the LORD [be] between
thee and me for ever.
'behold, the Lord be between me and thee for ever' as a witness of the covenant, and a revenger of those
that should break it; so the Targum, "behold, the Word
of the Lord be between me and thee a witness for ever.'
'Ever' - Let us always inviolably adhere to our
covenant
'And as touching the matter which thou and I have
spoken of, behold, the LORD be between thee and me for
ever' - As touching the matter which thou and I have
spoken of. The plan being concerted, the friends
separated for a time, and the amiable character of
Jonathan again peers out in his parting allusion to
their covenant of friendship.
1Samuel 20:42 And Jonathan said to David, Go in peace,
forasmuch as we have sworn both of us in the name of
the LORD, saying, The LORD be between me and thee, and
between my seed and thy seed for ever. And he arose and
departed: and Jonathan went into the city.
After this great reunion - they're both crying on
the ground and they're thinking about what Saul's
trying to do to David. David gets up and goes in one
direction and Jonathan in the other direction. If
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Jonathan would have been right he would have cleaved
unto David. But how often we as Christians our heart is
broken over things that happen. Our heart is broken
over what things take place in this world as far as sin
and the way our Saviour is taught, but when it comes
down from getting up off the altar of prayer God goes
in one direction and we go the exact opposite one.
Jonathan ends up dying with his father Saul. If he
would have rejected him and totally gone with David
than he wouldn't have been in this position. But
because he wanted to go back to his old father he's
going to end up dying in death.
1Samuel 20:42 And Jonathan said to David, Go in peace,
forasmuch as we have sworn both of us in the name of the
LORD, saying, The LORD be between me and thee, and between
my seed and thy seed for ever. And he arose and departed:
and Jonathan went into the city.
After this great reunion - they're both crying on the
ground and they're thinking about what Saul's trying to do
to David. David gets up and goes in one direction and
Jonathan in the other direction. If Jonathan would have been
right he would have cleaved unto David. Our heart is broken
over what things take place in this world as far as sin and
the way our Saviour is taught, but when it comes down from
getting up off the altar of prayer God goes in one direction
and we go the exact opposite one.
Jonathan ends up dying with his father Saul. If he
would have rejected him and totally gone with David than he
wouldn't have been in this position. But because he wanted
to go back to his old father he's going to end up dying in
death.
1Samuel 31:1 Now the Philistines fought against Israel: and
the men of Israel fled from before the Philistines, and fell
down slain in mount Gilboa.
1Samuel 31:2 And the Philistines followed hard upon Saul
and upon his sons; and the Philistines slew Jonathan, and
Abinadab, and Malchishua, Saul's sons.
He ends up being dead because he was in the wrong
place. God had already revealed to him all the things about
his father. He should have just rejected that witness and
gone on. But instead he stays with him and it ends up
costing him his very own life. Jonathan could send David away in
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peace, because they have both have agreed to honor each other not only in life,
but to honor each other's families beyond their own lifetimes., not forever

Note that 'ever' is translated from the Hebrew word
'owlam' Strong's Concordance
olam: long duration, antiquity, futurity
Original Word: עוֹלם
Part of Speech: Noun Masculine
Transliteration: olam
Phonetic Spelling: (o-lawm')
Definition: long duration, antiquity, futurity
As we discuss in this document, The Hebrew word
owlam literally means "beyond the horizon."When looking
off in the far distance it is difficult tomake out any
details and what is beyond that horizon cannot be seen.
This concept is olam. The word olam is also used for
time for the distant past or the distant future as a
time that is difficult to know or perceive.This word is
frequently translated as "for ever" or "eternity"
meaning a continual span of time that never ends.
'saying, the Lord be between me and thee, and between
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my seed and thy seed for ever' - as a witness of the
agreement between them, including them and their
offspring, and as a revenger of such that should break
it. The Targum is," the Word of the Lord be between
thee and me". It will be suitable for us at this place
to dwell for a little on the remarkable friendship
between David and Jonathan - a beautiful oasis in this
wilderness history, - one of the brightest gems in this
book of Samuel.
Jonathan’s friendship for David was eminently
unselfish. It was much that he could do for David; it
was but little that David could do for him. Personally,
he had no interest in David’s continued life and
increasing power; but, speaking after the manner of men,
his interest lay in the opposite direction. To Saul’s
selfish heart this nobleness of love and selfforgetfulness seemed nothing but wilful wickedness and
sheer madness. How could he comprehend it? So in the
context of 1Samuel 20:42 it can only mean a limited
time, as the word 'for ever' was clearly meant to
emphasize the strength of the emotional commitment of
the agreement between them, including their offspring.
Another purpose the friendship of Jonathan served
was to strengthen David’s faith. During his exile,
especially in the early past, when his fortunes changed
so suddenly, David’s faith became clouded. It is his
voice that exclaims, “There is but a step between me
and death.” The strong confidence is breathed by
Jonathan (1Samuel 20:14-15). When pressed almost beyond
endurance and weary with continual flight, it is
Jonathan who directs the trembling heart to God
(1Samuel 23:16-17).
1Samuel 27:12 And Achish believed David, saying, He
hath made his people Israel utterly to abhor him;
therefore he shall be my servant for ever.
'therefore he shall be my servant for ever' - would be
glad to continue with him as a servant, and be obliged
to serve him faithfully and truly, since his own people,
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and even those of his own tribe, would never more
receive him; it being, as he understood it, the south
of Judah that he had been plundering.
(1Samel 27:10-12) David lies to Achish.
Then Achish would say, “Where have you made a raid
today?” And David would say, “Against the southern area
of Judah, or against the southern area of the
Jerahmeelites, or against the southern area of the
Kenites.” David would save neither man nor woman alive,
to bring news to Gath, saying, “Lest they should inform
on us, saying, ‘Thus David did.’ “ And thus was his
behavior all the time he dwelt in the country of the
Philistines. So Achish believed David, saying, “He has
made his people Israel utterly abhor him; therefore he
will be my servant forever.”
A servant cannot be received eternally, but only
for the duration of his life span.
1Samuel 28:2 And David said to Achish, Surely thou
shalt know what thy servant can do. And Achish said to
David, Therefore will I make thee keeper of mine head
for ever.
He'll be like a bodyguard, second in charge, kind
of like what Abner was to Saul. That's what David is
going to be.
'keeper of mine head' - Captain of his bodyguard
Therefore will I make thee keeper of mine head for ever;
the captain of his bodyguard, which post he should hold
for life; or he proposed to put him into this post,
that he might be with him, near his person, and under
his eye, that he might observe how he behaved himself;
which may show some suspicion of him.
for ever - or “my life”; that is, “captain of my
bodyguard,” an office of great trust and high honor.
1Kings 1:31 Then Bathsheba bowed with [her] face to
the earth, and did reverence to the king, and said, Let
my lord king David live for ever.
'Live for ever' - Though I desire thy oath may be kept,
and the right of succession confirmed to my son, yet I
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am far from thirsting after thy death, and would rather
rejoice, if it were possible for thee to live and enjoy
the crown for ever. For a long time, as that word is
oft used, as 1 Kings 2:33 Daniel 2:4. Though I desire
thy oath may be kept, and the right of succession
confirmed to my son; yet I am far from thirsting after
thy death for his advancement, and should rather
rejoice, if it were possible for thee to live and enjoy
thy crown for ever.
2) Verses in Diety contexts that prove 'for ever'
actually means 'into the age (eon)' or 'the age and
beyond (a time period of an unlimited duration).
"Scripture places much more emphasis on the ages than
on eternity The fact of the matter is that God is
working out His purpose through the ages or eons,
making the ages a major tenet of Scripture. The good news
is related to what God is and will be doing through the ages that He
made through His Son. The present-day concepts of eternal life and
eternal punishment, which are based on the common understandingof the
word eternal, are not the best translations of the Greek and lead to
erroneous doctrines, such as endless (eternal) punishment. They should
be replaced with what are called For life of the "Scripture places
much more emphasis on the ages than on eternity The fact of the
matter is that God is working out His purpose through the ages or
eons, making the ages a major tenet of Scripture. The good news is
related to what God is and will be doing through the ages that He
made through His Son. The present-day concepts of eternal life and
eternal punishment, which are based onthe common understanding of the
word eternal, are not the best translations of the Greek and lead to
erroneous doctrines, such as endless (eternal) punishment. They should
be replaced with what are called for life of the age(s) and eonian
chastisement. The verses below illustrate that Scripture places much
more emphasis on the ages than on eternity The fact of the matter is
that God is working out His purpose through the ages or eons, making
the ages a major tenetof Scripture. The good news is related to what
God is and will be doing through the ages that He made throughHis Son.
The present-day concepts of eternal life and eternal punishment, which
are based on the common understanding of the word eternal, are not the
best translations of the Greek and lead to erroneous doctrines, such
as endless (eternal) punishment. They should be replaced with what are
called For life of theage(s) and eonian chastisement. The verses below
show that the word 'for ever' is a mistranslation of time periods
that should be viewed as ages.
<http://www.kingdomandglory.com/art/art57.pdf>
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Isaiah 9:7 Of the increase of [his] government and
peace [there shall be] no end, upon the throne of David,
and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it
forever.

Literally this verse says "Jesus shall reign for
the age (eon) and beyond”. That is the Hebrew
translation. In the Hebrew, it reads wa'ed olam (Hebrew
is read right to left) means 'the age and beyond".
◄ 5703. ad ►
Strong's Concordance
ad: perpetuity
Original Word: ַעד
Part of Speech: Noun Masculine
Transliteration: ad
Phonetic Spelling: (ad)
Definition: perpetuity
887 and "perpetually"
"Olam wā-'eḏ" = to the "age"

This verse clearly has a Diety (perpetuity) context,
thus 'to the age and beyond'.
H5769 עוֹ ָלם
eternity, always lasting
Not time-bound: " forever, ever " ם
( לע ֹ ָ ֥לleolam)
To translate this as 'for ever' conceals the fact that
God views time in ages. In the Hebrew language the words
everlasting, eternal and forever are usually derived from
the transliterated Hebrew word olam, which means “to hide,
keep secret, obscure.” Olam relates to an agewhose end is
unknown and thus whose end is obscure, butnot necessarily
endless. In other words, in non-Diety contexts it refers to
a definite period of time. In thecase of Isaiah 9:7, which
has a Diety context, the concept of eternal or eternity that
is endlessness is contextually the meaning of owlam. If olam
alone meant endlessness as some say it does, why reinforce
it byadding ‘beyond’?
An alternate translation is more consistent with
'unto the eon (age)'*.
Isaiah 9:7 Of the increase of [his] government and
peace [there shall be] no end, upon the throne of David,
and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it
with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for
ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.
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KJB: 'henceforth even for ever' → Hebrew: 'from now
and unto eon'. Using ‘forever’ conceals that God
speaks to us in terms of ‘ages’(in human contexts).
1Kings 2:45 And king Solomon [shall be] blessed, and
the throne of David shall be established before the
LORD for ever.

Ad olam - Orthodox Jewish Bible Glossary - forever
Ad-olam is often translated as “forever”, but literally
means “unto ... or “into the age” or “throughout the
age".
Review:
"There really is no word in Hebrew that naturally means
“eternity,” either temporal or atemporal, or any word
that naturally means “forever”; the claim occasionally
made by champions of the received view — that both aiōn
and olam in scripture mean 'eternal' typically rather
than defectively — is not merely logically impossible
to verify, but simply false.Behind aiōn lies olam (if
we confine ourselves to the Hebrew forms) and behind
various constructions of aiōn lie corresponding
constructions of olam. For instance, εἰς τὸν αἰῶνα (eis
ton aiōna) - often translated as 'forever', but
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literally meaning 'unto the age' or 'until the age' or
'into the age' or 'throughout the age” - is the
equivalent of le-olam or ad-olam (“unto the age' or
'until the age'."
<David Bentley Hart, The New Testament: A Translation ...>

Matthew 21:19 And when he saw a fig tree in the way,
he came to it, and found nothing thereon, but leaves
only, and said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee
henceforward for ever. And presently the fig tree
withered away.

In Matthew 21:19 we have this sentence, literally
translated, "And seeing a fig tree beside the way he
[Jesus] came to it and he found nothing on it except
leaves only, and he said to it, Never again from the
fig tree shall there be fruit to the age." No one
could expect,regardless of how long the fig tree might
live, to get any fruit from it.
1Peter 1:24 For all flesh [is] as grass, and all the
glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass
withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away:
1Peter 1:25 But the word of the Lord endureth for ever.
And this is the word which by the gospel is preached
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unto you.

The Apostle in 1 Peter 1:24,25 quoted from Isaiah
40 a passage which asserts that the Word of God abides
[in]to the age. We know that, since the Word of God is
settled for time and eternity in the heavens and can
never be altered, ‘into the age’ can and often does, in
Deity contexts, can mean literally forever — throughout
all eternity.
1John 2:17 And the world passeth away, and the lust
thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for
ever.

Here we learn that the world with its pleasures
passes away, but in contrast with these things the one
who does the will of God abides into the age, or
forever. We know from Revelation 20:11 that the Earth
is destroyed at the end of the Millennium, when the
Great White Throne is set up. Thus will pass away
everything that pertains to this earth, but the one who
does the Will of God continues on after that — forever
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and ever and that thought is expressed by ‘[in]to the
age’ in its simplest form.
Hebrews 7:24 But this [man], because he continueth
ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood.

According to Hebrews 7:24, Christ abides either to
the age or forever. This last clause explains
unmistakably that into the age here means what we
understand by the word
— His role as Priest will one day end. It will not be
forever, although He will exist forever.
Hebrews 7:28 For the law maketh men high priests which
have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was
since the law, [maketh] the Son, who is consecrated for
evermore.
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In verse 28 He is said to be a Son who is perfected
into the age. Is His perfection just for the Millennial
Age? The question is ridiculous. He is perfected
forever. Thus into the age often means exactly what our
English phrase indicates — never ending. The facts of
each context determine its meaning in a given case.
Another expression which is found frequently in the
New Testament is "into the ages (eons)." Paul, in
discussing the idolatrous practices of the nations,
declared that they served the creature rather than Him
who creates, who is blessed "into the ages (eons)".
Romans 1:25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie,
and worshipped and served the creature more than the
Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.
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Romans 1:25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and
worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is
blessed for ever. Amen.

Paul, in discussing the idolatrous practices of the
nations, declared that they served the creature rather
than Him who creates, who is blessed "(in)to the ages"
(Rom. 1:25). This formula occurs in the Greek Old
Testament and in the Apocalyptical writings very often.
What is the significance of this passage? Since God is
the blessed one and the one who does bless, and since
this is His condition throughout all eternity — both in
the future as well as in the past — our expression can
mean nothing but all eternity of the future. The facts
of this context, therefore, demand that the ages here
are the ages of the future of all eternity.
The same formula is found in Romans 9:5, and is
applied to Christ who is "over all, God blessed into
the ages, Amen."
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Romans 9:5 Whose [are] the fathers, and of whom as
concerning the flesh Christ [came], who is over all,
God blessed for ever. Amen.

What is said about God's being blessed throughout
all the ages of the future is here asserted of Christ.
This formula, therefore, can and does mean throughout
all the eternity of the future. Again, the Apostle used
this same phrase in 11:36 in his prayer that "to him
[God] be glory into the ages, Amen."
Romans 11:36 For of him, and through him, and to him,
[are] all things: to whom [be] glory for ever. Amen.

Glory will be ascribed to the Almighty throughout
all future eternity. This formula does, therefore, mean
endless eternity in the future. In II Corinthians 11:31
we have the same statement concerning God who "is
blessed into all the ages." Here it has the same
significance.
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2Corinthians 11:31 The God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, which is blessed for evermore, knoweth
that I lie not.

In speaking of the unchangeable Christ, the Apostle
asserted that "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday,
today, and into the ages." Unquestionably our phrase
here signifies eternity of the future. Once more the
Apostle spoke of the ages of the future eternity in
Ephesians 2:7. Here he asserted that it is God's
purpose to show forth the abundance of His grace in
Christ Jesus "in the ages which are coming."
Ephesians 2:7 That in the ages to come he might shew
the exceeding riches of his grace in [his] kindness
toward us through Christ Jesus.
3) Verses in Diety contexts that prove 'for ever'
actually means 'into the ages of the ages' (a time
period of an unlimited duration):
"We have still a different phrase occurring very
frequently in doxologies, which is into the ages of the
ages. Suffice it to say that “the ages of the ages” is
a very specific term used by the New Testament authors
and speakers to refer to the greatest two ages of human
history that God has planned. It is used
interchangeably by the New Testament authors and
speakers with terms such as “the kingdom”, “the kingdom
of God”, “the kingdom of heaven” (referring to the
source of the kingdom, not its location – remember,
“Your kingdom come...on earth as it is in heaven”.),
etc. to refer to Jesus future reign on Earth during
what we now call the Millennium and the New Jerusalem.
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The Millennium age (Rev. 19:11-20:6) and New Jerusalem
age will be the greatest two ages of human history that
God has planned.
Ephesians 2:7 That in the ages to come he might shew
the exceeding riches of his grace in [his] kindness
toward us through Christ Jesus.

The Apostle Paul was especially fond of using this
expression 'into the ages of the ages' (See Romans
16:27 and the other example verses, which closely
follow below).
"The phrase εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων (eis tous aiōnas tōn aiōnōn)—often
translated as “forever and ever” or something similar, but literally meaning “unto the
ages of the ages”—and the related ὁ αἰὼν τῶν αἰώνων ( o aiōn tōn aiōnōn), “the age of
the ages,” represent something like the Hebrew le-olam va-ed (“unto an age and
beyond”) or le-olamei-olamim (“unto ages of ages”). More important here, however,
the age to which many uses of both aiōn and aiōnios refer is clearly theolam haba, “the Age to come”: the age or world of God that is coming to this earth, the Age
of the Kingdom or of that reality now hidden in God. In the Greek of the New
Testament, this is often rendered as ὁ αἰὼν ἐρχόμενος ( o aiōn erchomenos), “the
coming age,” or ὁ μέλλων αἰών ( o mellōn aiōn), “the age about to come,” or, more
simply and mysteriously, ἐκεῖνος αἰών (ekeinos aiōn), “that age.” And that coming
age must be distinguished from the olam ha-zeh, “this present age,” which in Greek
is οὗτος καιρός ( outos kairos) or οὗτος αἰών ( outos aiōn), “this time” or “this age”;
orἐνεστὼς καιρός (enestōs kairos) or ἐνεστὼς αἰών (enestōs aiōn), “the present time”
or “the present age”; or ὁ νῦν αἰών( o nyn aiōn), “the age now.” It is almost certainly
the case that in the New Testament, and especially in the teachings of Jesus, the
adjective aiōnios is the equivalent of something like the phrase le-olam,"
In these petitions Paul prayed that there may be
h

h

h

h

h

h
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given to God glory and honor into the ages of the ages.
The fundamental conception of this formula is that
eternity of the future is divided into various which,
in turn, are subdivided into smaller units of time.
These he calls ages. Eternity for him was so very vast,
as it is for all of us that he used this strong
expression to indicate the endless continuity of the
future; and, at the same time, he let us know that
there is to be a development as these great epochs and
subdivisions are unfolded before the startled gaze of
the redeemed. This formula may be found in
Romans 16:27 To God only wise, [be] glory through
Jesus Christ for ever. Amen. <<[Written to the Romans
from Corinthus, [and sent] by Phebe servant of the
church at Cenchrea.]>>

Galatians 1:5 To whom [be] glory for ever and ever.
Amen.
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Philippians 4:20 Now unto God and our Father [be]
glory for ever and ever. Amen.

1Timothy 1:17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal,
invisible, the only wise God, [be] honour and glory for
ever and ever. Amen.

Note again: Not only is God eternal, but He is eonian
(related to the ages, as king of the ages.)
2Timothy 4:18 And the Lord shall deliver me from every
evil work, and will preserve [me] unto his heavenly
kingdom: to whom [be] glory for ever and ever. Amen.
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Hebrews 13:21 Make you perfect in every good work to
do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing
in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom [be] glory
for ever and ever. Amen.

900

The Apostle Peter likewise used this same formula
in his doxology, employing, however, the word power (1
Pet. 5:11).
1Peter 5:11 To him [be] glory and dominion for ever
and ever. Amen.

John frequently used the same formula in Revelation.
For instance, there appears a doxology in 1:6
Revelation 1:6 And hath made us kings and priests unto
God and his Father; to him [be] glory and dominion for
ever and ever. Amen.

in which he ascribed glory and power to Christ into
the ages of the ages. When Christ appeared to John on
the island of Patmos, the Apostle fell down as one dead.
To him Jesus said that He was at one time dead but that
now He lives into the ages of the ages. Certainly
Christ will never die, but is living into all eternity;
therefore, this formula means all future eternity.
Again,
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Revelation 1:6 And hath made us kings and priests unto
God and his Father; to him [be] glory and dominion for
ever and ever. Amen.

According to Revelation 4:9,10, both the living
creatures and the four and twenty elders fall down and
render worship to the Almighty, who is seated on the
throne and who lives into the ages of the ages. This
statement affirms that God lives throughout all
eternity in the future, which idea is expressed by our
formula.
Revelation 4:9 And when those beasts give glory and
honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who
liveth for ever and ever,
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Revelation 4:10 The four and twenty elders fall down
before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that
liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before
the throne, saying,

Then in 5:13 we see a universal chorus in which all
beings in the heavens above, on the Earth beneath, and
underneath the earth are rendering worship and praise
to God who sits upon the throne and to the Lamb to whom
they ascribe their worship into the ages of the ages.
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Revelation 5:13 And every creature which is in heaven,
and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are
in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying,
Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, [be] unto
him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for
ever and ever.
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We see a similar throng worshiping God to whom they
also ascribe all majesty and power and worship into the
ages of the ages. In Revelation 10:6
Revelation 10:6 And sware by him that liveth for ever
and ever, who created heaven, and the things that
therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein
are, and the sea, and the things which are therein,
that there should be time no longer:
the angel swears by the Almighty who is living into the
ages of the ages.
Revelation 11:15 And the seventh angel sounded; and
there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms
of this world are become [the kingdoms] of our Lord,
and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.

From 11:15 we see that the Lord will reign into the
ages of the ages. The Lord will never surrender His
authority and turn it over to anyone else. The period
describing this is expressed by the formula 'into the
ages of the ages'.
"The Greek in Rev. 11:15 is not "for ever and ever,"
but 'eis tous aionas ton aionon', to the aions of the
aions." The Greek is not "and", it is "of." It's in the
genitive. "Of" contrasts one thing with another. It
does not "add" one thing to another. This is a big
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difference. Rev. 11:15, "aion" is in the plural,
"aions." Now if one insists that "aion" means "for
ever" or "eternal," how is it possible to have a
plurality of "eternities? ... This alone proves that
"aion" cannot be translated "eternal." There can be no
plurality of eternity. Whatever "aion" means, it cannot
mean "eternal."
< https://bible-truths.com/hagee1.htm>n
Revelation 15:7 we see it again it is affirmed that God lives
into the ages of the ages.
Revelation 15:7 And one of the four beasts gave unto
the seven angels seven golden vials full of the wrath
of God, who liveth for ever and ever.

This phrase appears again in Revelation 22:5.
“This, then, is the picture of “heaven” given the New Testament—
a city, a sinless city with sinless inhabitants, no sewage, no
death, no taxes, no conscription, no draft, no notes, no bills,
no sickness, no medicine, no heartaches, no pain, no disease, no
sorrow, and no cemeteries. “There’s no disappointment in Heaven,
No weariness, sorrow or pain; No hearts that are bleeding and
broken, No song with a minor refrain. The clouds of our earthly
horizon Will never appear in the sky, For all will be sunshine
and gladness, With never a sob nor a sigh.”
• Ruckman, Dr. Peter S. Revelation Commentary

906

Revelation 22:5 And there shall be no night there; and
they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the
Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for
ever and ever.

where we are told that the saved will reign into the
ages of the ages. In all of these places there can be
no doubt concerning the proposition that this
expression cannot be questioned.
Eonian life and immortality are different
concepts and, yet, are closely aligned, especially for
those that are worthy to rule and reign with Christ in
this age and the ages to come. Eonian life speaks of a
quality of life in the ages. Immortality is simply
having life that is no longer subject to death; it is
life beyond death in an immortal body. No believer has
"eternal" life now, that is, 'immortality" . . . but
they are assured by the Saviour, of "eonian" - or "agelasting life (commonly mis-called "everlasting" or
"eternal"), after they have been roused from the death
state. This scriptural word "eonian" accords with God's
purpose in grace towards the believer (or members of
Christ's Body), because during the on-coming ages, the
believer will assist the Saviour in His kingdom
responsibilities, while the unsaved will remain in the
death state. This is the advantage the believer has
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over the unbeliever. Of course it is solely God's
grace, the gift of God, no goodness or holiness on the
part, of the believer."
<http://www.theheraldofgodsgrace.org/Bynoe/TheEonianTimes.htm>

“We have shown that the Greek word that is most
often translated as eternal or everlasting does not
necessarily mean eternal as most think of it. There is
a more appropriate adjective to be applied to the life
spoken of by Jesus. Does the Greek word aïon only
signifies something related to an definite period of
time, such as an age or eon? What if the Greek word
that is most often translated as eternal or everlasting
does not necessarily mean eternal as most think of it?
What if there is a more appropriate adjective to be
applied to the life spoken of by Jesus? What if the
Greek word actually signifies something related to an
definite period of time, such as an age or eon? Or,
even more significantly, what if eternal life is a
relational term linked to the age(s) to come.
"Many scholars have debated and dissected this issue,
especially in light of the question of eternal
condemnation or punishment or, as I call it, eternal
torture in a place called hell that is fashioned after
pagan mythology. For those with an inquisitive mind or
who are like the Bereans, there are plenty of articles
and books on the subject. You are encouraged to search
them out as I have done. What follows simply highlights
the conclusions drawn from such a study. One caution is
offered; there are plenty of blogs and apologetic sites
out there that would adamantly refute the conclusions
of this article, if they were to ever read it. However,
most of the dissent would come from those who are hellbent (literally) on believing that God fully intends to
send billions upon billions of people, created to be in
His image, into a never-ending hell of literal fire and
worms because they refused to exercise their so-called
free will to believe on His Son. Personally, I find
such a view repulsive and a vile mischaracterization of
God is love, never mind that it is nowhere to be found
in scripture but is ripe in the traditions of men."
<Stuart H. Pouliot Eternity or Ages?—Eternal or Eonian, March 2019>
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What if eternal life is a relational term linked to
the age(s) to come?
Many scholars have debated and
dissected this issue, especially in light of the
question of eternal condemnation or punishment or
eternal torture in a place called hell, which is
fashioned after pagan mythology. Most of the dissent
would come from those who are 'hell-bent' (literally)
on believing that God fully intends to send billions
upon billions of people, created to be in His image,
into a never-ending hell of literal fire and worms
because they refused to exercise their free will to
believe on His Son. Such a view is repulsive and a vile
mischaracterization of God is love, never mind that it
is nowhere to be found in Scripture, but is ripe in the
traditions of men."
"Theology has long since discharged all gay and
innocent meanings and associations from the word 'hell'.
It only calls up in our minds either some faint image
of avast prison or furnace,
in
which the impenitent
are tormented in a flame that will never be quenched;
or of a vast and awful realm in which their spirits are
to be searched through and through with intolerable and
never-ending pangs. In short, those who hold the
orthodox, or hyper-orthodox, dogma maintain that at
death, or at latest after the resurrection, the wicked
will be turned into a place of torment, torment
physical or meta-physical, torment uncorrective and
therefore without an end. Now in this theological sense,
the sense in which we naturally take the word when we
meet it in the Bible, I am bold to say that the word
'hell' is never once used in the Original, though it is
so frequent in our translation of it, and that we have
no longer any sort of excuse for retaining it on the
sacred page. There is no word at all answering to it
whether in the Hebrew or in the Greek. ... In the
Authorized Version of the Scriptures, then, the word
'hell" occurs eighteen times, and is used to render the
three Greek words, Tartarus, Hades, and Gehenna, at
each of which we will look in turn."
<Samuel Cox. Salvator Mundi: Or, Is Christ the Savior of All Men ? Dutton.>
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Eternity or Ages? — Eternal or Eonian?
The answer is simple. Contrary to Scripture many
believe that if eternal life is about an endless life
for believers, then eternal judgment for unbelievers is
must also be endless and the lost have no chance of
ever being set free. In other words, unscripturally,
they burn forever and ever. However, we do not have
endless life because we have age-abiding life, or
better yet “eonian life” which is life pertaining to
the ages or eons to come. We do not have endless life
only if aion is endless. We will have endless life
because we will have put on incorruption and
immortality according to
1Corinthians 15:53 For this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal [must] put on immortality.
Eonian life and immortality are different concepts
and, yet, are closely aligned, especially for those
that are worthy to rule and reign with Christ in this
age and the ages to come. Eonian life speaks of a
quality of life in the ages. Immortality is simply
having life that is no longer subject to death; it is
life beyond death in an immortal body, a spirit animated body and before proceeding to the heart of the
issue there are some housekeeping items.
First, some definitions. Anglicized means the item
in question has been changed to an English
pronunciation, idiom, custom, manner, word, etc. Thus,
eon is the Anglicized word for aiōn. Notice how the two
words are similar in spelling and pronunciation.
“The reason the translation of the Greek word “eon” is
so important is that the ramifications are massive
particularly in a couple of spots in the New Testament.
People who believe in eternal torment must prove that the
Greek phrases “eonian chastisement/punishment” and “into the
eons of the eons” must be translated as “eternal
chastisement/punishment” and “forever and ever”. If they
cannot prove this, the doctrine of “eternal” punishment has
no solid Biblical basis. None of us would dare preach the
idea that God will punish or torture billions of precious
humans without end, unless we were absolutely certain that
the terms “eonian chastisement/punishment” and “into the
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eons of the eons” absolutely must be translated as referring
to eternity. If there is no solid proof that these terms
must be translated as referring to eternity, then it would
be a terrible crime to foist such a terrifying doctrine as
“eternal” punishment upon those to whom we
preach. “
The Concordant method of translation takes a Greek
word, finds all the places it is used in Scripture,
then determines its usage, and thus its meaning, based
on all the text in which it is discovered. Once this is
accomplished, every attempt is made to translate the
one Greek word wherever it is used into one English
word or at least the fewest English words as possible.
Eternal, an adjective, is defined as:
1. without beginning or end; existing through all time;everlasting;
timeless;

2. forever the same; always true or valid; unchangeable:as, eternal
principles;
3. always going on or coming back; never stopping;perpetual;
4. seems never to stop; happening very often.Eternity, a noun, is
defined as:
1. the quality, state, or fact of being eternal; eternal existence or
duration: continuous without end;
2. infinite time: time without beginning or end;
3. a long period of time that seems endless, as aneternity of
waiting;
4. (a) the endless time after death; hence, (b) futurelife;
immortality

- Source: Webster's New World Dictionary (1966
edition; World Publishing Company).
Take special note that the concept of time is
interwoven in the definitions. However, eternal is
presented as outside of time, since it exists through
all time, timeless; whereas, eternity entertains the
thought that it is without time, even if it is infinite
time. As such, the definitions of the noun and the
adjective form are not truly consistent with each other.
Interestingly, Christian commentators (preachers,
teachers) generally use both words in the sense of
outside of time and endless. *Aion is a discrete unit of time."
THE SECRET OF HIS PURPOSE .... THE PLAN FOR THE FULLNESS OF THE TIMESTO HEAD UP ALL THINGS IN THE
KING,EVERYTHINGIN THE HEAVENSAND ONTHE EARTH,IN JESUS.... By –Stuart H. Pouliot
<http://www.kingdomandglory.com/art/art57.pdf>

911

3) We prove are 5 biblically defined discrete eons of
time. God made the eons(Hebrews 1:2) and fitted them
out (Hebrews 11:3) for the accomplishing of His purpose
(Ephesians 3:8-11; 1:9-11) (The 5 eons and these verses
and more will be analyzed in detail.) During the
eonian times, sin, suffering and death enter God’s
Creation, serve their purpose and are abolished by
Jesus Christ. 'Eternity' can be loosely be thought of
as being composed of the 5eons plus all existence
before and after them. However,Eternity is the absence
of time.

*The general rule is if the Greek PLURAL word aionas (or its
grammatical derivatives) is directly ATTACHED to the subject/object of
God/Jesus/Holy Spirit/Heaven etc. it represents in most cases 'Ages
and beyond'... Ages that justkeeps on coming without end. (in
Hebrew) it means "to the distant horizon and again" meaning"a very
distant time and even further."
This concept is the olam. The word olam is also used for time for
thedistant past or the distant future as a time that is difficult to
know or perceive. This word is frequently translated as "eternity"
meaning a continual span of time that never ends. In the Hebrew mind
it is simply what is at or beyond the horizon, avery distant time. A
common phrase in the Hebrew is "leolam” (in Hebrew) it means "to the
distant horizon and again" meaning"a very distant time and even
further."

3h) Some notes on how Bible translations mislead,
by making it seem that the Old Covenant was to be
‘everlasting’:

On the word olam in the Hebrew text of the Old Testament
"Many English bible-versions contain such
expressions as “for ever” and “everlasting”. One
popularly used translation has those words in around
400 places in the Old Testament. The way it renders
some of those passages, might cause a casual reader to
think that the Old Covenant with its rules and rituals
was to last “for ever”. But, it is not so.
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This has to do with the word olam (owlam) in the
Hebrew text of the Old Testament. Below, it will be
shown that it simply meant “a long time”, either past
or future, but not “for ever”. As the NAS Hebrew
dictionary defines it, “long duration, antiquity,
futurity”. That is not the same as “for ever”. Those
who have studied the Old Testament in more depth, may
have noticed that many or perhaps most of the things
which are mentioned in passages where the Hebrew text
has the word olam, have come to their end, a long time
ago.
It is said that the word olam was related to the
verb alam which meant “to conceal”, “to hide” (such as,
“to hide from sight”). So, it could be that the
idiomatic meaning of olam was “of long duration, so
that the beginning or end of the matter cannot be seen”
(on the relatively short and narrow human point of
view). In some cases, “long-lasting” can be a fitting
translation.
First, here are some Old Testament passages where
the word olam refers to past time:
Deuteronomy 32:7 Remember the days of old [Hebrew
olam], consider the years of many generations: ask thy
father, and he will shew thee; thy elders, and they
will tell thee.

Joshua 24:2 And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus
saith the LORD God of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the
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other side of the flood in old time [olam], [even]
Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of Nachor:
and they served other gods.

Isaiah 42:14 I have long time holden my peace; I have
been still, [and] refrained myself: [now] will I cry
like a travailing woman; I will destroy and devour at
once.
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Now, let us take a look at some passages where olam
pointed to the future, and where it at the same time is
clear that the thing, event or period in question was
limited in time and has now come to its end.

Exodus 21:6 Then his master shall bring him unto the
judges; he shall also bring him to the door, or unto
the door post; and his master shall bore his ear
through with an aul; and he shall serve him for ever.
915

[Hebrew leolam]
The context is slavery of the kind that was allowed
by the Old Covenant. What here is renders as “always”
and some other translations as “for ever”, is in the
Hebrew text olam. As you can see, the thing in question
was not “everlasting”. Those people did not live for
ever.
Note: Olam requires a prefix such as ‘le’ or ‘ad’ to
make it mean perpetual, else it is simply a
mistranslation (like 1Samuel 1:22 below.)
1Samuel 1:20 Wherefore it came to pass, when the time
was come about after Hannah had conceived, that she
bare a son, and called his name Samuel, [saying],
Because I have asked him of the LORD.
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1Samuel 1:21 And the man Elkanah, and all his house,
went up to offer unto the LORD the yearly sacrifice,
and his vow.
1Samuel 1:22 But Hannah went not up; for she said unto
her husband, [I will not go up] until the child be
weaned, and [then] I will bring him, that he may appear
before the LORD, and there abide for ever. [Hebrew olam]

The context was that a woman by the name Hannah had
prayed for a son, and when she gave birth to a boy
(Samuel), she weaned him and then gave him to the
priests in the sanctuary, to serve the Lord there olam,
which the here quoted translates as “for ever”. Many
bible-versions render that as “for ever”, but in due
time, Samuel died, and even the sanctuary where he had
been taken (in those days, it was a portable
construction, like a large tent) was put out of service;
today, no trace of it remains. In other words: The word
olam referred to a long time (in this case, Samuel’s
lifetime), but it did not mean “everlasting” or “for
ever”. It is similar with 1 Kings 8:13 which refers to
the temple which was built in the days of king Solomon.
We read:
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1Kings 8:13 I have surely built thee an house to dwell
in, a settled place for thee to abide in for ever
[olam].

As we all know, that temple was destroyed, and so
was even the next one. So, olam did not mean “for ever”,
not in that case either.
Next example passage:
Exodus 27:20 And thou shalt command the children of
Israel, that they bring thee pure oil olive beaten for
the light, to cause the lamp to burn always.

Exodus 27:21 In the tabernacle of the congregation
without the vail, which [is] before the testimony,
Aaron and his sons shall order it from evening to
morning before the LORD: [it shall be] a statute for
ever [olam] unto their generations on the behalf of the
children of Israel.
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Even here, many bible versions render olam as “for
ever”, “permanent”, “everlasting” or similar. But as we
all know, the rituals which that passage mentions, came
to their end almost 2000 years ago.
Again, olam was an expression which referred to
something of long duration, but it did not mean “for
ever” or “everlasting”. It is the same in regard to
such passages as Leviticus 7:34, 16:33–34 and 24:7–8
and Deuteronomy 12:27–28 which talk about the Old
Covenant and its rituals and where the Hebrew text
contains the word olam in the context. Those things
came to their end a long time ago. (They were not
“spiritualized” into something else but indeed came to
their end. They were only symbols, types and shadows,
and when the Real Thing came, those symbols and shadows
had served their purpose and were set aside.)
Joshua 4:7 contains another example of the use of the
word olam in the Hebrew text of the Old Testament.
Joshua 4:5 And Joshua said unto them, Pass over
before the ark of the LORD your God into the midst of
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Jordan, and take ye up every man of you a stone upon
his shoulder, according unto the number of the tribes
of the children of Israel:
Joshua 4:6 That this may be a sign among you, [that]
when your children ask [their fathers] in time to come,
saying, What [mean] ye by these stones?
Joshua 4:7 Then ye shall answer them, That the waters
of Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant
of the LORD; when it passed over Jordan, the waters of
Jordan were cut off: and these stones shall be for a
memorial unto the children of Israel for ever. [olam].

The point here is that those stones remained in
that river as a memorial, for a long time, but not “for
all time” or “for ever”. Today, they are most probably’
eroded, without a trace of them remaining. ‘ad olam’
does mean perpetual here, thus a memorial can be
eternal as long as its memory is kept alive as it is
passed down through the generations. Perhaps that was
Joshua’s point here. (Just speculation on our part).
That word referred to a long but not unlimited
time. It is unfortunate that many English Bible
versions translate olam with such phrases as “for ever”
or “never”. This has led to many misunderstandings.
Even the words “permanent”, “perpetual” and “age920

enduring” that some translators have used, are
misleading. It is clear that olam merely meant “longlasting” or “for a long time”. And, when it was used of
past events or past time, the meaning was something
like “since the days of old”.
Consider this: Many or perhaps most of the things
which are mentioned in Old Testament passages where the
Hebrew text has the word olam, have come to their end,
a long time ago.
Note: This is an important matter, and not mere
semantics. The point here is that when one reads the
Bible, one must be aware of, and then always keep in
mind, that Bible translations contain many errors and
misleading wordings. The custom to always translate the
word olam as “forever” or similar, is one example of
that.
What does this mean on the practical level?
For instance, the matter of the two covenants, old
and new, is easier to understand, if one knows that
when a Bible translation says “forever” or similar,
then it is likely that the original meaning was not
“for ever”. Again, most of the Old Testament passages
where the word olam was used of ongoing or coming
things, have had their fulfillment. When those passages
were written, they pointed to the future, perhaps even
a long time into the future. But, from our viewpoint
they refer to things that took place in the ancient
past.
One must keep in mind that there are several still
unfulfilled prophecies, in both the Old and New
Testaments."
< http://www.biblepages.net/rca132.htm>

•

•

Covenants (the two covenants, old and new)
The English word “covenant” comes via French (covenir) from the Latin word convenire
(convenio) which means “to come together”, and from that, idiomatically, “to come to an
agreement”. In short: The word “covenant” refers to an agreement between two or more
parties.
In the Old Testament, the Hebrew word for “covenant” is beriyth. That noun refers to
such things as “an alliance”, “a treaty”, “a pledge”, “an agreement”. The Septuagint
version (LXX) translates the Hebrew beriyth into Greek as diathêkê. Also in the New
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Testament, the relevant Greek word is diathêkê (from the verb diatithêmi, which among
other things means “to arrange mutually”, “to make a covenant”).
Many Bible versions are not consistent but translate the words beriyth and diathêkê in
different ways, sometimes as “covenant” and sometimes as “testament”.
o The phrases “Old Testament” and “New Testament” are mistranslations
which came into existence along with the Catholic, Latin Vulgate version.
The more correct translations are “Old Covenant” and “New Covenant"
<http://www.biblepages.net/rkw131.htm#cv>

Supplementing the above general rule on Deity contexts:

“All adjectives that refer to God and His life get their true meaning from there, but
not the [other] way [a] round. Wherever the word translated “eternal” (Greek:
aiōnios, æonian or ages-long), refers to creature, men or mere human conditions or
circumstances it never has the sense of infinity cause nothing creatural can be
thought of being infinite, unless it partook in the Divine nature of divine life and
entity.”
< https://forum.evangelicaluniversalist.com/t/my-interpretation-of-matthew-25-31-46/410>
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Consider this poorly translated verse:
1John 5:13 These things have I written unto you that
believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know
that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on
the name of the Son of God.(KJB)

As we stated, if our Bibles had been translated from
the Greek, instead of from the Latin Vulgate Version of
Jerome (380 A.D.), it is very probable that the word
‘eternal’ would never have been found in our modern Bibles
and theological terminology at all. But for the Norman
Conquest of England in 1066 A.D., which brought many French
words into the English language (and French is largely
decayed and corrupt Latin), and drove out many native
English words, we should most probably now be using not
eternal, but 'ece', the old equivalent of eonian.
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The present-day concepts of eternal life and eternal
punishment, which are based on the common understanding of
the word eternal, are not the best translations of the Greek
and lead to erroneous doctrines, such as endless (eternal)
punishment. They should be replaced with what are called
eonian life or life of the age(s) and eonian chastisement.
Strong's 166 supports this concept. ”(aiṓnios) does
not focus on the future per se, but rather on the
quality of the age (165 /aiṓn) it relates to. Thus
believers live in "eternal (166 /aiṓnios) life" right
now, experiencing this quality of God's life now as a
present possession.(Note the Greek present tense of
having eternal life in John 3:36, 5:24, 6:47; cf.
Romans 6:23.)]”
A more proper translation of the Greek for 1 John
5:13 is given below:

Here ‘life eternal’ is properly translated as
‘life eonian’.
Believers have the promise of eternal life (future),
but presently have the mind of Christ. Having the mind
of Christ does enable a believer to think with an
eternal perspective.
1Corinthians 2:16 For who hath known the mind of the
Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of
Christ.
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This verse is not future tense. Believers have the
mind of Christ right now. It's just how much they are
willing to let the Holy Spirit take control of their
minds and how much are they willing to hang onto their
own lusts, because believers still have the 'natural
man'.
Thus, it is strange even for Christians to think
about living forever. It’s normal to some extent for
the idea of Infinity to make us feel strange. We really
can't wrap our limited minds around what that will mean
and what it will be like to never die and to live
forever. In fact, there is a phobia associated with
living forever known as Apeirophobia, the fear of
Infinity. People (possibly some Christians as well) who
have this fear tend to make their lives as
predictability as possible.
<https://www.epm.org/blog/2015/Jul/10/eternal-perspective-changes>

2Corinthians 4:18 While we look not at the things
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen:
for the things which are seen [are] temporal; but the
things which are not seen [are] eternal.

The claim has been made that in 2 Corinthians 4:18
where the Apostle contrasts the things which are seen
with those not seen he says "The former are "temporal,"
the latter, "eternal." Here the word eternal must be
used in the sense of "having no end," otherwise it
would be no true contrast to temporal, which means
"having an end." The seen things may endure for many
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thousands of years — for ages, as we speak. They may be
age-long but they have an end. The unseen things abide
not for ages merely, but for ever. They have no end."
However, the Greek word translated "temporal" has
no connection with the word for "time"; it is literally
TOWARD-SEASONS (G4348) (above) and means "temporary"
or "for the era." In the passage in question, "eonian"
is used in contrast between our afflictions, which last
for a brief "season," and our promised, long enduring
"eonian" glory, which lasts until all opens out into
the glorious consummation.
◄ 4340. proskairos ►
Strong's Concordance
proskairos: in season, i.e. temporary
Original Word: πρόσκαιρος, ον
Part of Speech: Adjective
Transliteration: proskairos
Phonetic Spelling: (pros'-kahee-ros)
Definition: in season, temporary
Usage: for a season, temporary.

Help's Word Studies
4340 próskairos – (an adjective, derived from 4314 /prós, "motion towards, with"
and 2540 /kairós, "a season") – properly, a limited time of opportunity; fleeting,
temporary ("only lasts for a while").
Thayer's Greek Lexicon
STRONGS NT 4340: πρόσκαιρος
πρόσκαιρος, πρόσκαιρον (equivalent to ὁ πρός καιρόν ὤν), for
a season (cf. πρός, IV. 5), enduring only for a while,
temporary: Matthew 13:21; Mark 4:17; 2 Corinthians 4:18;
Hebrews 11:25. (4 Macc. 15:2; Josephus, Antiquities 2,
4, 4; Dio Cassius, Dionysius Halicarnassus (Strabo 7, 3,
11), Plutarch, Herodian; ὁ παρών καί πρόσκαιρος κόσμος,
Clement, homil. 20, 2.
Young's Literal: we not looking to the things seen, but
to the things not seen; for the things seen are
temporary, but the things not seen are age-during.
Consider the context 2Corinthians 4:15 For all things [are] for your sakes,
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that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving
of many redound to the glory of God.
2Corinthians 4:16 For which cause we faint not; but
though our outward man perish, yet the inward [man] is
renewed day by day.
2Corinthians 4:17 For our light affliction, which is
but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding
[and] eternal weight of glory;
2Corinthians 4:18 While we look not at the things
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen:
for the things which are seen [are] temporal; but the
things which are not seen [are] eternal.
2Corinthians 4:15 For all things [are] for your sakes,
that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving
of many redound to the glory of God.
2Corinthians 4:16 For which cause we faint not; but
though our outward man perish, yet the inward [man] is
renewed day by day.
2Corinthians 4:17 For our light affliction, which is
but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding
[and] eternal weight of glory;
2Corinthians 4:18 While we look not at the things
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen:
for the things which are seen [are] temporal; but the
things which are not seen [are] eternal.
Just because we are assured that something will
last through an entire age, or ages, does not mean that
it will not in fact also last beyond that period. Some
things, such as the “glory” referred to in this passage,
will continue long after the eon or eons have ended.
The final eon is simply the prelude of glory that is to
come. Yet, this was not the contrasting consideration
given by Paul in the context of his statement of II
Corinthians 4. His was not between “temporal” and
“eternal,” but between “temporary” and “eonian.” The
decaying outward man is temporary. What is not being
observed is the burden of glory. That is eonian or
pertaining to the coming eons. It isn't a contrast
between temporary and eternal but temporary - lasting
for a season and what is eonian or pertaining to the
927

two coming eons.
“While we look not at the things which are seen, but at
the things which are not seen” (vs. 18). Now, there is
a contradiction if you ever saw one. The whole
Christian life is a contradiction. We are to look at
the things which cannot be seen. Paul said in Romans
1:20, “For the invisible things of him from the
creation of the world are clearly seen.” He said in
Hebrews 11:27 that Moses “endured, as seeing him who is
invisible.” Every Christian should be farsighted. He
ought to have the long look. He should live in the light
of eternity."
- THE BOOKS OF 1 & 2 CORINTHIANS
By Peter S. Ruckman B.A.,
B.D., M.A., Th.M., Ph.D. President and Founder of Pensacola
Bible Institute
Copyright © 2002 by Peter S. Ruckman

Again, terms that deal with Eternity such as
'forever and ever', 'eternal' and 'everlasting' are
often poor, inaccurate Bible translations. In the Bible,
when aion is used to describe the eternal attributes of
God, then aion means to 'the age and beyond'. Now, let
us consider a verse where its context dictates that
aion can only mean an ‘age’ which begins and ends.
Matthew 24:3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives,
the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us,
when shall these things be? and what [shall be] the
sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?
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In this verse, Jesus' disciples are enquiring about
His Second Coming. Notice, the disciples understood
that when Jesus Christ returns to Earth it will mark
the end of this present aion (aionos), which is
correctly translated here to mean ‘age’ as dictated by
its context.
The expression ‘the consummation of the age’ is
used several times in the Bible, which clearly shows
that aion in certain contexts means an age, a timeperiod, which begins and ends. The KJV has preferred to
translate aion, in the majority of cases, to mean
‘world’ when the Bible means age or ages. ‘World’ is a
bad translation of aion because the Greek word for
‘world’ is kosmos and not aion. Also, when Christ
returns, it
will mark the end of the age and not the end of the
world (kosmos).
There are many other places in the Bible, such as
in Ephesians 1:21 and 3:5, where its context dictates
that aion can only mean age or age-lasting. Most Bible
versions agree that aion means age or age-lasting in at
least 30% of its 128 occurrences in the New Testament.
The important thing to understand is that aion can have
one of two meanings, and it is aion’s context in
Scripture that dictates whether aion is translated to
mean age/age-lasting or 'the age and beyond’ (in Diety
contexts).
Other than that, the misapplication of forever,
eternal and everlasting stems primarily from
mistranslations of the Hebrew words olam, often written
as 'owlam', which is olam's phonetical spelling and the
Greek words 'anion', 'aionos' and 'aionion'. The
treatment of the key words aion and aionion or eon and
eonian (English) is often problematic.
"If we accept that eonian must be derived from its
root word eon, then its meaning must also be related to
its root word. If aiōn, the noun, speaks of an age or
eon, then aiōnion, the adjective, should also speak of
an age or eon, as a qualifier of whatever subject [noun]
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is attached to it. This is vital because, contrary to
logic; many see aiōn as an age see aiōnion as
everlasting, forever or eternal, meaning endless or,
even, outside of time altogether. As if to make matters
worse, even confusing, due to interpretative bias@,
some versions have translated the Greek word aionion to
the word eternal and the word aiōnion into the word
age."
@ "Interpretative bias refers to translator bias. In translating
scripture from the original languages into another language,
translators use words based on interpretation and tradition of
what they believe to be the meaning or intent behind the words;
thus, their interpretative bias gets built into their
translations based on the words and phrases they use. The term
is not meant to question the integrity or honesty of translators.
It seems that a certain amount of interpretative bias is
inevitable and found in all translations."
<http://www.kingdomandglory.com/art/art57.pdf>

When we use the words "eternity" and "eternal" we
think of something that will never end. However, when
these words are used in the New Testament they are
mistranslations of Greek words "aion" and "aionios"
that do not have that same meaning. This is the main
reason we have misunderstood the additional
mistranslations which have created the mythological
'hell' (which we prove). The original, Inspired
documents of the New Testament were written in Greek,
so we need to understand the meaning of the Greek words
"aion" and "aionios.” Translating these words as
"eternity" and "eternal" is misleading. Our English
word eternal means: "having infinite duration;
everlasting; without beginning or end; continued
without intermission; perpetual; existing at all
times." But the Greek word aion, as used in the Bible,
refers to limited time, which has a beginning and an
end - not what we think of as "eternity." "Aion" and
"aionios" were used in the original writings Inspired
by God. By examining how the Holy Spirit chose to use
these Greek words, we will establish beyond question
that the meaning in the mind of God when these words
were written in the Bible, could not be the same as our
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English words "eternity" and "eternal." The King James
Version translates the word aion by all these different
English words: age, world, never, course, ever,
evermore, and eternal. It translates the adjective
aionios by all these English words: everlasting,
eternal, 'before the world began', and 'for ever'.
<http://www.wrongabouthell.com/There%20Is%20A%20Problem%20With%20The%20Transl
ations%20Of%20Eternity.pdf>

The doctrine of everlasting punishment in hell is
founded upon a combination of mistranslations and
misinterpretations of the following original Hebrew and
Greek words, which first occurred when Jerome
translated Scripture into the Roman Catholic Latin
Vulgate in the early fifth century, circa 400 AD:
Mistranslations of the Hebrew word sheol and the
Greek words Hades, Tartarus and Gehenna, to mean
'hell'.
• Mistranslations of the Hebrew word owlam and the
Greek words aion and aionios, to mean forever or
everlasting when relating to God’s judgment of
unbelievers and fallen angels (both are not Diety
contexts).
This document will explain in great detail that the
mistranslation of these words is mainly from the Greek
word ‘aion’ and the Hebrew word 'olam' which have
limited durations and don’t mean never-ending time
(except, as we just pointed out, when they appear in a
Diety context).
The Greek word Aion
Aion occurs 128 times in the Greek Manuscripts of the
New Testament and it is used in the Bible, depending on
the context, to have the following two meanings:
• A period of time that never ends (age and
beyond when used in Deity contexts)
or
• A period of time that begins and ends, meaning an
age or age-lasting.
The KJV translators and translators of other
versions of the Bible accept that the Greek word aion
means either 'infinite ages' or ‘age’, as its context
•
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in Scripture demands. Thus, Strong’s Concordance and
Thayer’s Greek Lexicon define aion to have both of the
above meanings of ‘everlasting’ and ‘age’.
https://godsplanforall.com/free-online-book/partii/chapter-17-translations-of-owlam-aion-and-aionios/

4) Unbelievers possess nothing immortal (such as an
immortal soul) that can be tormented eternally in a
place called 'hell'. It is widely believed that the
“immortal soul” is a biblical concept, but it is never
mentioned in the Bible. The soul is not immortal - it
can be destroyed:
Review:
Most Christians will misinterpret Jesus' warning
to the Israelites 2,000 years ago about “losingyour
soul”:
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell*
(*actually 'Gehenna'**, as we shall prove. Also note
'geenne' (Gehenna) directly below).


ψυχὴν (noun sg fem acc) "Soul" is from psyche, which
means "breath", "life", "self", "spirit," and "soul."
It has the clear sense of the conscious self and is
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often translated as "life" in the Gospels. It is also
used to describe "the spirit" of things. It is often
translated as "soul." Thus the Bible tells us that the
soul (life) is in the blood. In the Bible, the soul is
in the blood because blood is so intimately involved in
the life processes. Medically speaking, once the blood
fails to reach the cells and members of the body, they
promptly die and no man ever dies until his blood
ceases to circulate. The life is in the blood. Since
the soul is 'life force' in the blood, so when the body
dies so does the soul.
Leviticus 17:14 For [it is] the life of all flesh; the
blood of it [is] for the life thereof: therefore I said
unto the children of Israel, Ye shall eat the blood of
no manner of flesh: for the life of all flesh [is] the
blood thereof: whosoever eateth it shall be cut off.
Review:
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
(KJV)
Greek :
Matthew 10:28 καὶ μὴ φοβηθῆτε ἀπὸ τῶν ἀποκτεινόντων τὸ
σῶμα τὴν δὲ ψυχὴν μὴ δυναμένων ἀποκτεῖναι: φοβεῖσθε δὲ
μᾶλλον τὸν δυνάμενον καὶ ψυχὴν καὶ σῶμα ἀπολέσαι ἐν
γεέννῃ.
geene (Gehenna)**
 as "Self, Person - Self
is the person with Soul, whereas the Soul is the life part - the awareness/consciousness in the
person. . Soul is regarded as an immaterial aspect within the body of the human. A person’s
soul is relatively equivalent to their self-consciousness. It is the centre that controls emotion,
willpower, reason, thought, desires and personality. It is the psychological component of what
effectively makes up ‘you’.

Literal Verse:
"And you don't want to be terrified by the ones destroying the
body: the self, however, not having power themselves to destroy.
Be frighted, however, more by the one having the power not only
a self but also a body to destroy in Gehenna.*"

** an actual location in the valley of Hinnon, Israel.
(See map below.)
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<https://www.mercyuponall.org/1995/04/01/hell-gehenna-in-the-bible/>

It is clear that Jesus was telling the Israelites
that if they tried to save or tightly hold on to their
lives (their conscious experience in this age, if they
lived primarily for comfort and pleasure in this age)
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they would lose their souls – their conscious
experience – in the next age of life on Earth, what
today we would call the Millennium; they would lose
“eonian life” (the privilege of being alive on Earth,
conscious in physical bodies during the Millennium and
New Jerusalem age) (Revelation 21-22). This statement
Jesus made makes perfect sense when you realize that
His preaching to Israel 2,000 years ago was all about
giving them a chance to see the kingdom come to earth
within their lifetimes (to see what we would now call
the Millennium occur back then) if they met certain
conditions (which they obviously did not meet, because
the kingdom did not come back then). If the Jews would
have accepted Christ then Daniel's 69th week would end
at Calvary and seven years later the Millennium would
begin and you have the Tribulation backing up right to
Calvary, seven
years of Tribulation, the Great
Tribulation coming at the end of it, and then the
Second Coming of Christ, then the Millennium begins.
1Peter 1:11 Searching what, or what manner of time the
Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it
testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the
glory that should follow.
'sufferings of Christ' - there's Calvary
'the glory that should follow' - there's the Second
Coming
What they couldn't see was the 2,000 year
Church Age in between. They see those two 'peaks' out
in the distance and they don't see that period of time
[in between] because God hadn't revealed that it's
going to be there.
The OT prophets didn't see the Church Age. You can
find the church in the OT as a type, but you can't find
it as a doctrine. The OT prophet looking at the future
sees the birth of Christ and he sees the crucifixion.
Then the next thing he sees is the Tribulation and the
Second Advent. What he doesn't see is the 'valley' of
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the Church Age. He's looking right across the mountain
tops and he misses that Church Age. Since He knows it's
going to be there He allows all the types in the OT for
the church, the bride. He sets the Creation up in seven
days because He knows it's going to take 7,000 years to
fulfill the whole thing.

Chart by Clarence Larkin

At the First Coming there were two witnesses and
they weren't Moses and Elijah. There were two witnesses
at the First Coming representing the law and the
prophets respectively and if Israel would have accepted
those witnesses they would have been the two witnesses,
representing the law and the prophets respectively. In
Elijah's place would be John the Baptist and in Moses
place it would have been Jesus Christ. Since those two
witnesses are rejected, there will be 2 more witnesses
sent to them in the Tribulation who will fulfill their
ministry, Moses and Elijah.
What God does is based on His foreknowledge. He
knows what you're going to do. The OT is full of
illustrations like that. He speak to a prophet or a
king and He'll tell that king that if you do this or
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that, this or that will happen. He knows exactly what's
going to happen if what happened didn't happen.
Nothing Jesus said about the soul or “losing your
soul” contradicts the simple definition of soul used in
the rest of Scripture –consciousness or conscious
experience.
The Hebrew prophets never mentioned a place where
human beings would writhe in eternal torment, gnashing
their teeth forever. They never mentioned even the
slightest possibility of endless conscious suffering
after death.
Psalms 146:4 His breath goeth forth, he returneth to
his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.
This was written by David, not Solomon (who was
said to only understood 'everything under the Sun', not
things that were spiritual). David was a perfect type
of Christ.
God's justice demands that sinners receive the
amount of wrath their hearts have 'treasurest' (Romans
2:5-6), until ultimately culminating in their death
(Romans 6:23), not in eternal suffering. Thus, contrary
to popular belief, all sinners do not receive the same
wrath. The second death evidently will occur mercifully,
for it certainly will occur swiftly. This is made
evident by the fact that those who die that death will
enter it by being cast into the agency which produces
it (cf Rev.20:14,15). The Scriptures aren't clear on
how this will be accomplished since surely life could
not continue for more than an instant in the midst of
such a tremendous blaze. Beyond such considerations as
these, we must leave this matter with God, Who, we can
be certain, will do exactly the right thing and the
best thing, for the sake of all concerned. The goal to
give life to of all deserving mankind is God's purpose
and happy expectation. All judgment and death exist to
serve this goal
.
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God will not subject sinners to endless torture. We
will present numerous Scriptures that support this.
Destruction is an act of finality. It's results are
what is eternal.
Because the word 'hell' is not actually in the
Bible (as we proved) the existence of 'hell' cannot be
confirmed.
Unrepentant sinners will perish in the lake of fire.
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish*, but have everlasting life.

"Here the subject is lifted to the highest level.
Here is no ambiguous phraseology, neither figure, nor
parable, but plain gospel spoken in solemn earnestness
by the Lord Jesus Himself. He says that there are two
alternatives before men, the one - life everlasting,
the other - perishing, utter destruction
(Heb. 1:11, Josh. 6.), and from this doom He came to
save those who believed in Him. Hence, we read in Luke
19:10, "The Son of man is come to seek and to save that
which was lost (apollumi). Man, by nature was on the
road which leadeth to destruction. Here Jesus clearly
states that those who keep his word will not perish."
<https://www.truthaccordingtoscripture.com/documents/death/perish.php#.XsHiqzlS-T8>
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*Another important point. In John 3:16, the word
"perish" in the Greek is "apollumi." It is correctly
translated many other times as "destroy" throughout the
New Testament. Therefore, let's correctly understand
John 3:16 as follows:
"For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him shall not
perish (Gk: apollumi; be destroyed), but have
everlasting (actually eonian) life (i.e.
immortality/knowing God).
Therefore, the proper biblical question is not, "Where
will you be in eternity?" but "Will you have an
eternity?"
Sadly, most of humanity will be destroyed on
Judgment Day. They will not gain immortality. They will
not gain life. Jesus states this plainly, "He that
loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his
life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal."
John 12:25. It is life itself that we can "keep" or
"lose." As a matter of fact God's choice to us is
always "life" or "death" never "life in bliss" or "life
in eternal torment." He always urges us to "choose
life." Scripturally, the choice is between destruction
(not preservation in torment) and life! (See Matthew
7:13-14, Romans 8:13, Galatians 6:8)
Immortality is only for a select few, those who are
born again ("who hath abolished death, and hath brought
life and immortality to light through the gospel" 2
Timothy 1:10). The rest of humanity, after suffering
according to the level of their sins, will be destroyed.
The wages of sin for them will be death (Rom 6:23). God
only has immortality, anyone else becomes immortal only
as a result of God's gracious gift (1 Timothy 6:16,
Romans 2:7). If you still doubt this, then look at what
Jesus Himself clearly offers to the world:
Again,
John 6:51 I am the living bread which came down from
heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for
ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which
I will give for the life of the world.
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Why would Jesus make such an offer to "live
forever" if everyone lives forever? No, the truth is
"living forever" is reserved only as a gift of the
gospel. ("Hath brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel" 2 Tim 1:10). The wicked will have
to pay accordingly on Judgment Day, but their final
destiny is destruction (not preservation). Apart from
the gospel, there is no immortality.
Philippians 3:18 (For many walk, of whom I have told
you often, and now tell you even weeping, [that they
are] the enemies of the cross of Christ:
Philippians 3:19 Whose end [is] destruction, whose God
[is their] belly, and [whose] glory [is] in their shame,
who mind earthly things.)

◄ 684. apóleia ►
Strong's Concordance
apóleia: destruction, loss
Original Word: ἀπώλεια, ας, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: apóleia
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-o'-li-a)
Definition: destruction, loss
Usage: destruction, ruin, loss, perishing; eternal ruin.
HELPS Word-studies
Cognate: 684 apṓleia (from 622 /apóllymi, "cut off") – destruction, causing someone (something)
to be completely severed – cut off (entirely) from what could or should have been. (Note the
force of the prefix, apo.) See 622 (apollymi).
684 /apṓleia ("perdition") does not imply "annihilation" (see the meaning of the root-verb, 622
/apóllymi, "cut off") but instead "loss of well-being" rather than being (Vine's Expository
Dictionary, 165; cf. Jn 11:50; Ac 5:37; 1 Cor 10:9-10; Jude 11).
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◄ 622. apollumi ►
Strong's Concordance
apollumi: to destroy, destroy utterly
Original Word: ἀπόλλυμι
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: apollumi
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-ol'-loo-mee)
Definition: to destroy, destroy utterly
Usage: (a) I kill, destroy, (b) I lose, mid: I am perishing (the resultant death being viewed as
certain).
HELPS Word-studies
622 apóllymi (from 575 /apó, "away from," which intensifies ollymi, "to destroy") – properly,
fully destroy, cutting off entirely (note the force of the prefix, 575 /apó).
622 /apóllymi ("violently/completely perish") implies permanent (absolute) destruction, i.e. to
cancel out (remove); "to die, with the implication of ruin and destruction" (L & N, 1, 23.106);
cause to be lost (utterly perish) by experiencing a miserable end.
[This is also the meaning of 622 /apóllymi dating back to Homer (900 bc.]

How can it be any more plain than that? They will
be destroyed.
<https://www.jewishnotgreek.com/>

*Perish is the definition (which will be expanded upon
later) of the second death, which is the destruction of
soul and body in the lake of fire (thus no hope of
resurrection).
* Dr. Richard Weymouth, head master of Mill Hill
School and one of the finest Greek scholars, says, "My
mind fails to conceive a grosser misinterpretation of
language than when the five or six strongest words
which the Greek tongue possesses, signifying 'destroy,'
or 'destruction,' are explained to mean maintaining an
everlasting but wretched existence [These are secondary
meanings*]. To translate black as white is nothing to
this." As we stated the second death is the ultimate
consequence of being unsaved.
*As to any secondary meanings of perish, NONE express a
continual process without an understood end. NONE even
remotely express the theory of endless torment. The
relevant Greek word for destroy – apollumi – is part of
the apoleia word group. It is true that, as Don Carson
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pointed out, “the apoleia word group has a range of
meanings, depending on context.”
We have shown that apollumi can be used passively,
for example, to refer to a “lost” son or a “lost” coin.
It can be used of non-living things like burst
wineskins that are “ruined” (although this may not be a
good counterexample, because if one was burst like a
wineskin one would obviously die in a literal sense).
But we should grant the point: The wider word group
does have some range of meaning and does not always
imply exactly the same thing. However, in the Synoptic
Gospels, the active voice is used and the word clearly
refers to the actions of one person or agent against
another, the term apollumi – setting aside Matthew
10:28 – always refers to the literal killing of a
person, with not a single exception. We will list just
seven representative examples:
In Matthew 2:13, Herod wants to kill the baby Jesus.
In Matthew 12:14 the Pharisees conspired together about how they might kill Jesus.
In Matthew 21:41 (story of the wicked tenants) the vineyard owner kills the wicked tenants.
In Matthew 27:20, the elders and chief priests urge the people to have Barabbas released and
Jesus killed.
In Mark 3:6, the Pharisees plot to kill Jesus.
In Mark 9:22, the parents of a boy with an unclean spirit tell Jesus that the spirit often throws
the boy into water or into a fire, trying to kill him.
In Luke 6:9, Jesus asks if it is lawful on the Sabbath to save life or kill.

Hebrew "abad" Definition - Perish, be destroyed"
Hebrew "shamad" Definition - to perish, be destroyed.

Gehenna of fire
There is great confusion in Christianity regarding
the ideas of Gehenna and the Lake of Fire. In each
case, tradition has over-literalized their
meaning. Both are symbolic and figurative descriptions
of the wrath of God. Gehenna is a parabolic
description of the wrath of God, and the Lake of Fire
is an apocalyptic description of the wrath of God. In
other words, they are semantically equivalent.
A
parabolic description uses everyday circumstances,
events, and things to explain spiritual ideas. An
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apocalyptic description uses other-worldly images to
explain spiritual ideas. The "Lake of Fire” was used in
the Book of Revelation as an apocalyptic description of
the wrath of God.
The names of all believers are recorded in the Book
of Life, but if the believer does not remain faithful,
his or her name is erased or blotted out of the Book of
Life, and ultimately, he or she is thrown into the Lake
of Fire. We hold that at this point they are corpses.
People’s corpses are being destroyed in the physical
Gehenna fire in Jerusalem at the beginning of the
Millennium, and/or the physical lake of fire after the
white throne judgment (after the Millennium). The wrath
of God can destroy the body and soul (Matthew
10:28). We can be psychologically and physically
destroyed. If a person who knows God falls away and
enters a state of rebellion, and dies in that state of
rebellion, they will be resurrected into a mortal body
after the Millennium to be judged at the White Throne
Judgment, and they will then be given capital
punishment and their corpse will be destroyed in the
physical lake of fire. Or, if such a person happens to
live through the end of this current age into the
beginning of the Millennium (they will obviously miss
the Rapture), they will be sentenced to capital
punishment and their corpse will be destroyed in the
physical fire (Gehenna of fire) in Jerusalem. Then,
after the Millennium, they will be resurrected into a
mortal body to be judged at the White Throne Judgment
of Christ in Jerusalem, and will be given capital
punishment (again, this will obviously be their “second
death”) and their corpse will be destroyed in the
physical lake of fire. (Probably in the same location
as the fire in Gehenna in Jerusalem at the beginning of
the Millennium.)
The "Gehenna of fire” is “fire eonian” (aiõnion;
Matt.18:8,9) affords us no reason to claim that it is
an endless fire, and, therefore, that it is a fire that
is to be identified with so-called “everlasting
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punishment.” Indeed, the fact that, following the
kingdom eon, the valley of Gehenna, together with the
entire Earth, will be dissolved by combustion (2 Peter
3:10-13; cp Rev.20:11; 21:1), proves that Gehenna fire
is not everlasting fire but eonian fire. “Eonian” (OFEON) is the adjectival form of “eon.” In every usage,
it denotes not endlessness, but that which pertains to
or is concerned with one or all of the eons.
Many will be destroyed, some by literal fire
(Rev.9:17,18; 16:8; 18:8, 18). Matthew 13:49 limits
this judgment to the conclusion of the present eon. It
is rather telling that only Jesus referred to the
Gehenna of fire (aka hell); His disciples never did.
Peter used the word Tartarus, not hell, and James used
the word Gehenna in reference to the tongue, not in
reference to an endless existence of torture. Paul, the
apostle of the nations, never once used the word
Gehenna or referred to hell as a place of torment or
torture. If hell, as it is taught today, were so
important, don't you think that the apostles would have
mentioned it in some manner as a warning? Of course,
John saw the lake of fire and many call this hell; but,
as is discussed in Chapter 19, this is not hell in the
sense that it is viewed today.
Matthew 18:9 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it
out, and cast [it] from thee: it is better for thee to
enter into life with ‘one eye, rather than having two
eyes to be cast into ‘hell fire’ (actually ‘Gehenna of
fire (See below).
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* Gehenna of fire, not ‘hell-fire’.
<http://danteworlds.laits.utexas.edu/paradiso/02mercury.html>

In Jesus' day, Gehenna referred to a big garbage
dump outside the city walls, south of Jerusalem, where
refuse, including dead human bodies, especially those
of criminals and beggars, was burned day and night and
where worms consumed the organic matter, such as human
flesh, that was not consumed by fire. It was a place of
death, not a place of torment. One had to be physically
dead to be thrown into Gehenna.
Isaiah 66:24 And they shall go forth, and look upon
the carcases of the men that have transgressed against
me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their
fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto
all flesh.
The dead cannot be tormented, for they are dead!
The dead know nothing! It was a literal place of death
that all could see and smell as the smoke of its
burning went up day and night. Thus, when He spoke of
the Gehenna of fire, Jesus referred to something that
most Jews living in Jerusalem would have easily
understood in a physical and literal sense.
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The Jews, particularly the devout ones, would have
also understood the historical significance of this
dump, for Gehenna was synonymous with the valley of
Hinnom. One of the worst chapters in the history of
Judah was played out in the valley of Ben-Hinnom or the
valley of the sons of Hinnom (Joshua 15:8; 18:16; 2
Kings 23:10; 2 Chronicles 28:3; 33:6; Nehemiah 11:30;
Jeremiah 7:31, 32; 19:2, 6; 32:35) that led to severe
judgment of God's people.
3h1) The invasion of Hell into the Church
(expanded) Emperor Justinian proclaimed that hell
was eternal
"The emperor Justinian is another figure whose name
matches his earthly reputation and his role in Dante's
paradise. Iustiniano (Justinian), whose name suggests
giustizia (justice), held an important place in the
late medieval imagination not only as an illustrious
bearer of the Roman empire's "sacred standard" (Par.
6.32) but also as one inspired by God to undertake a
"high task" (6.23-4), the monumental codification of
Roman law (Corpus Iuris Civilis) in the early sixth
century. It is no coincidence that the notion of an
essential relationship between words (names) and the
things they describe appeared prominently in these
legal works (and subsequent commentaries), which were
standard texts in the European law schools of Dante's
day. From Justinian's canto-length monologue on the
flight of the Roman eagle through history, we learn
that, like Dante's Ulysses, the emperor is a talented
orator driven to worldly achievement by the desire for
honor and fame. This combination of activity and motive
is in fact characteristic of all the spirits who appear
in Mercury (6.112-17). Dante also exploits the medieval
legend of [Emperor] Justinian's heresy, his supposed
belief that Christ was fully divine but not also fully
human, and his subsequent turn to "true faith" through
the intervention of Pope Agapetus I (6.13-21).
Triggered by Justinian's presentation, Beatrice
provides ample discussion of this theological issue in
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canto 7. Dante spent the final years of his life in
Ravenna (his tomb is located there), an Italian city
below Venice on the Adriatic coast. Ravenna is famous
for the beautiful mosaics of its churches. Several of
these images undoubtedly gave Dante ideas for his
portrayal of paradise, and others depict the presence
of JustiniGGan (with the empress Theodora) in Ravenna
after he moved the seat of the Roman empire back to
Italy after two centuries in the east
(Constantinople)."
<http://danteworlds.laits.utexas.edu/paradiso/02mercury.html>

"The emperor Justinian is the only character who speaks
for an entire canto, from start to finish with no
narrative interruptions, in the entire Divine Comedy.
Justinian is also among the last group of souls
referred to with the term ombra ("shade") in the poem
(5.106-8)."
<http://danteworlds.laits.utexas.edu/paradiso/02mercury.html>

One of doctrines of the early church, prior to
Constantine and the institutionalization of the church
was the doctrine of Apokatastasis. From the Catholic
Encyclopedia it literally means a time will come when
all free creatures will share in the grace of salvation
and in a special way, the devils and lost souls will be
included with this. Another name for Apokatastasis is
universal reconciliation or Christian Universalism
which is a radical belief that no one will end up in
hell or that hell really does not exist. It is probably
one of the most misunderstood doctrines of the church
and that was eventually banned and outlawed by the
institutionalized church in 544 AD when Emperor
Justinian declared that hell was eternal. Both Catholic,
Protestant, and Evangelical traditions believe in an
eternal hell. Many early church Father taught
apokatastasis especially coming from the Alexandrian
School most notably Origen, Clement of Alexandria, and
St. Gregory of Nyssa.
<https://scottandsadie.wordpress.com/2018/02/02/heretical-doctrines-heresy-fridays-apokatastasisall-will-be-saved/>
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"While the ancient Greek in which the New Testament
was written remained in use, the meaning of the word
“eon/eons/eonian” was clear. In the year 544 when
Emperor Justinian gathered together a local council to
suppress certain doctrines: “In particular, he wished
it made very plain that the life of the saints was to
be everlasting, and that the doom of the lost was to be
likewise. Yet he did not argue that the word eonian
meant everlasting. Nor did he claim that the word
eonian had hitherto been misunderstood. In setting
forth the orthodox position of the Church of that time,
he did not say, ‘We believe in eonian punishment,’ as
this was exactly what Origen, three hundred years
before, had maintained and believed. In fact, Origen,
who exulted in the truth of the reconciliation of the
universe, definitely used the word eonian with
reference to fire and doom as meaning a limited time.
But writing in the very expressive Greek language,
Justinian says, ‘The holy church of Christ teaches an
endless eonian (ateleuteetos αιωνιος) life for the just,
and endless (ateleuteetos) punishment for the wicked.’
Justinian knew quite well that by itself eonian did not
signify endless, and he therefore added a word the
meaning of which is quite unequivocal, a word not found
in the Scriptures. This letter of Justinian, which is
still in existence, ought to convince anyone who is in
doubt, regarding the true scriptural meaning of the
word eonian. It may be added, that the Council, though
expressly convened in order to stigmatize the teachings
of Origen, one of which was that punishment was only
temporary, condemned his views generally, but did not
anathematize his teaching regarding the reconciliation
of all."
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Alexander Thomson concludes that the concept of
eternity, eternal punishment, and the idea that the
Bible constantly talks about eternity (when in reality
it doesn’t talk about it directly at all) came to
dominate Christian thinking through a combination of
confusion caused by the Latin translation of “eon” and
its forms, and theological creativity (our term for the
theology of Tertullian and Augustine, based on
creatively bad translation/understanding of “eon”). He
says,
"It is to the Latin versions that we must look for the
origin of the pernicious system, or rather lack of
system, of giving to the Greek eon two diverse
meanings,” and, “A corrupt theology was alone
responsible for displacing the teaching regarding the
eons by a dogma respecting ‘eternity."
The invasion of Hell into Church doctrine
ultimately started with the invasion of “eternity”. As
we will discuss in this document, words like eternal,
everlasting don’t truly exist in Scripture. Rather,
these words are all derived from the root
word Aión which means “an Age(s)” or “Eon(s)”.
1Timothy 1:17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal,
invisible, the only wise God, [be] honour and glory for
ever and ever. Amen.

In Scripture God is referred to as 'The King of the
Ages'.
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This verse's depiction of God can be divided into
seven parts, which closely parallel Paul's doxology in
1 Timothy 6:15–16:
1 Timothy 1:17

1 Timothy 6:15-16

"To the King of the ages,

"the King of kings and Lord of lords,

immortal,

who alone has immortality,

invisible,

who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever
seen or can see.

the only God, be honor and
glory

To him be honor

forever and ever.

and eternal dominion.

Amen."

Amen."

Context Summary
First Timothy 1:12–17 offers a glimpse into Paul's own personal background. In the prior
passage, Paul explained how the Law is meant to convict people of their sin. He gave a list of
immoral actions which parallel the Ten Commandments. Here, however, Paul proves his
spiritual humility. He recognizes that his own sins were severe and that he can only credit the
grace of God for saving him. Paul's change of life wasn't due to his own efforts, but was the
result of Christ's miraculous work.
<https://www.bibleref.com/1-Timothy/1/1-Timothy-1-17.html>

“Ages” played a crucial role in the way early Church
fathers viewed life. It was a highly significant
paradigm to how they viewed God, this life, the
afterlife, etc.
The Seven dispensations, not the 5 true biblical) Ages
as revealed in the Bible, are identified under the
following headings:
1. The Pre-Adamic Age
2. The Adamic Age
3. The Age of Israel under the Old Covenant of the Law
4. The Age of the Church under the New Covenant of
Grace
5. The Millennial Age of the Kingdom of God
6. The Great White Throne Judgment Age
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7. The Eternal Age of the Kingdom of God
God’s Plan for All is God’s Grand Family Plan being
worked out in Ages. Before time and the Ages began, which
was before the heavens and the Earth were created, Father
God and His only begotten Son Jesus Christ had a Plan to
have a huge family. Every part of their glorious Family Plan
was worked out in detail, which would take five biblical
Ages* until its fulfilment at the creation of the Eternal
Kingdom of God of the New Heaven and the New Earth.
God’s one huge united family will ultimately consist of
Father God, Yahweh Elohim, as the Head of the whole Elohim
and under Him His only begotten Son Jesus Christ, as Yeshua
Elohim, and under Jesus Christ many billions of saved Mankind.
<https://godsplanforall.com/free-online-book/part-i/chapter-5-the-seven-ages-in-gods-plan-for-all/>

*We will show that there are 5 biblically defined ages.
THE PROTESTANT REFORM MOVEMENT PROPOGATED THE DOCTRINE
OF HELL, OBVIOUSLY NOT PART OF GOD'S PLAN FOR THE AGES
"The start of the 16th century, many events led to
the Protestant reformation. Clergy abuse caused people
to begin criticizing the Catholic Church. The greed and
scandalous lives of the clergy had created a split
between them and the peasants. However, the split was
more over doctrine than corruption.
To understand the Protestant Reform movement, one
need to go back in history to the early 16th century
when there was only one church in Western Europe - what
we would now call the Roman Catholic Church - under the
leadership of the Pope in Rome.

"Behind the Protestant reformation of the 1600's lay
what was perhaps the single most audacious act of
theological downsizing in the history of Western
Christianity. The medieval Church had come to recognize
five distinct places or states which defined the
location and condition of the dead: in addition to
heaven and hell, there was a purgatory for the souls of
the moderately sinful, a limbo for unbaptised infants
and a second limbo for the righteous patriarchs and
prophets who had died, of necessity non-Christians,
before the incarnation of Jesus. This latter place was
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usually thought to be empty, since Christ had liberated
its inhabitants in a kind of daring commando raid
performed between his death and resurrection – the socalled harrowing of hell. But Protestant reformers,
Lutheran and Reformed alike, would have no truck with
this. Purgatory and the limbos were declared
unscriptural and therefore unreal, unhealthy fictions
of the clerical imagination. The reformers recognized
only two places in the hereafter: heaven and hell.
Heaven has its own history. But is it possible to speak
meaningfully of ‘the Reformation of hell’ in this
period? And if not, why not?"
<The Reformation of Hell? Protestant and Catholic Infernalisms in England,c.1560–1640
by PETER MARSHALL>

The doctrine of Hell has been used for centuries to
control the masses with fear. Today, it prevents the
world, both Christian and non-Christian alike, from
seeing a loving Father. A Christianity with Hell is a
Christianity that must inherently be full of fear,
yet 1 John 4:18 states:
1John 4:18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love
casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that
feareth is not made perfect in love.
A Christianity without Hell is a Christianity
without fear."
<https://medium.com/@BrazenChurch/how-when-the-idea-of-eternal-torment-invaded-church-doctrine-7610e6b70815>

Satan’s minions use well-meaning Christians to
propagate a massive and horrific lie (in this case, the
hell doctrine), but let us remember that Jesus called
Peter “adversary” in an area where Peter was deceived
and did not have proper understanding. And let us also
remember that Jesus then went right back to using Peter
powerfully for His purposes.
Matthew 16:23 But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get
thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for
thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those
that be of men.
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"It is Satan’s job description during this age to
lie, and he often does this by “disguising himself as
an angel (messenger) of light”
2Corinthians 11:14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is
transformed into an angel of light.
"Satan and his minions know that they are not going
to deceive Christians who know and love God by saying,
“Jesus is wrong!” or some such thing. They know they’re
going to have to mix lies with truth in order to dupe a
well-meaning Christian. What better way to attack God’s
nature than to claim that He has an inner need to see
billions of His precious creations tortured
continuously for trillions of years? That way you keep
many thinking people away from God (what thinking
person would want to voluntarily love and serve a God
who has an inner need to torture billions of people
endlessly?), and you keep many of those who do believe
in God in bondage to fear and confusion, never able to
feel the full effect of God’s unconditional love. Many
believe He is saying “If you don’t behave well enough
this God who supposedly loves me will sentence me to
eternal torture”)"

Ages - Additional Information
In this document we put forth the premise that Time
is composed of a series of ages (eons) each having a
definite beginning and a definite end. These ages will
all conclude when God is 'All in All'.
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1Corinthians 15:28 And when all things shall be
subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be
subject unto him that put all things under him, that
God may be all in all.
" This would take place after the White Throne Judgment
and before the New Heavens and New Earth of Revelation
21:1."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S. 1-2 Corinthians Commentary
"The word "everlasting" in English assumes a
context of time sequence and measurement, which the
word "aionios/aionion" (of the Ages) does not. The word
everlasting indicates a starting point and moving
towards what would be an ending point, but without a
real ending point. That is, the focus seems to still
be on the sequence. The English word "eternal" further
carries an abstract connotation not seemingly in focus
in ancient dynamic world views. The influence of Philo,
the Alexandrian Jewish neo-Platonist of the 1st century,
was influential in that direction in later European
thought."
<http://orvillejenkins.com/theology/aionios.html>

Even in classical and in secular Greek aionios is a
strange word, with a sense of mystery in it. It is an
adjective formed from the noun aion. In classical Greek
this word aion has three main meanings.
(i) It means a life-time. Herodotus can speak of ending
our aion (Herodotus, 1.32); Aeschylus, of depriving a
man of his aion (Aeschylus, Prometheus 862); and
Euripides of breathing away one's aion (Euripides,
fragment 801).
(ii) Then it comes to mean an age, a generation, or an
epoch. So the Greeks could speak of this present aion,
and of the aion which is to come, this present age and
the age which is to come.
(iii) But then the word comes to mean a very long
space of time. The prepositional phrase ap'aionos means
from of old; and di'aionos means perpetually and for
ever. It is just here that the first mystery begins to
enter in. In the papyri we read how at a public meeting
the crowd shout `The Emperor eis ton aiona, The Emperor
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for ever.'
<https://wordgems.net/time.barclay.html>

The Ages of Ages
"The Greek word aionios is basically the adjective form
of the noun aion. If we were to find the closest
dynamic equivalent usage in English for the word, the
Greek word aionios could be pretty well expressed by
the English phrase “of the ages.” The root of it is
the word aion (Aion is anglicized to the English word
aeon or eon), usually understood as "age," similar in
usage to our term "era". (Anglicized means the item in
question has been changed to an English pronunciation, idiom,
custom, manner, word, etc. Thus, eon is the Anglicized word for
aiōn. Notice how the two words are similar in spelling and
pronunciation.)

"The phrase εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων (eis tous aiōnas tōn aiōnōn)—often
translated as “forever and ever” or something similar, but literally meaning “unto the
ages of the ages”—and the related ὁ αἰὼν τῶν αἰώνων ( o aiōn tōn aiōnōn), “the age
of the ages,” represent something like the Hebrew le-olam va-ed (“unto an age and
beyond”) or le-olamei-olamim (“unto ages of ages”). More important here, however,
the age to which many uses of both aiōn and aiōnios refer is clearly theolam haba, “the Age to come”: the age or world of God that is coming to this earth, the Age
of the Kingdom or of that reality now hidden in God. In the Greek of the New
Testament, this is often rendered as ὁ αἰὼν ἐρχόμενος ( o aiōn erchomenos), “the
coming age,” or ὁ μέλλων αἰών ( o mellōn aiōn), “the age about to come,” or, more
simply and mysteriously, ἐκεῖνος αἰών (ekeinos aiōn), “that age.” – John Lilley
In the Greek, the transliterated noun aiōn is
equivalent to the Anglicized word eon or its equivalent
wordage, meaning an indefinite period of time. It
refers to an age or period of time, often without
h

h

h

defining the length of the time. The adjective form of
aiōn is aiōnion; its Anglicized equivalent is eonian
[or aionian] or its equivalent age-lasting or ageduring, meaning it qualifies something as existing in
time or that lasts for a period of time. The challenge
is that, with the exception of translations that
attempt more literal accuracy, most translations do not
concur with this understanding of the word eonian and
instead choose the word eternal or everlasting to
define the adjective form as if the noun and the
adjective are not integrally related.
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Just consider five words that are translated from
aiōn and aiōnion - eternal, everlasting, forever, world,
and age. Notice something odd about these five words?
They have different meanings. Eternal or everlasting
refers to timelessness or that which is outside of time
and has no beginning or end. An age refers to an
indefinite period of time, but with an end in view,
even if unknown. World refers to an orderly arrangement
or system. How can one word and its derivations have
such divergent usage and maintain the intent of the
Greek? If the Greek word meant "world" then why do the
translators not use the word world in all places for
the word aiōn? The answer is that it would not make
sense in all cases. Unfortunately, making sense does
not always seem to be the criteria used by translators.
"Thus, associating the Greek word aiōn with
“eternal” or “endless” in English adds an overlay of
assumption and concept to the Greek intention. The
English words entails a couple of stages of adjustment
or correction to associate it with the English concepts
entailed by the word "eternal" that is often at the
core of the modern English rationalist worldview. The
worldview is much more focuses on metaphysics that the
Hebrew or Greek worldview in the 1st century.
(Actually the argument comes not from the contemporary
period but the earlier Modern period, based on
Enlightenment and Rationalist thinking. The Modernist
era has been surpassed with a more dynamic way of
thinking that tries to focus on the relational and
dynamic usages."
"Now, with that background, back to the specific
question. The English word “Everlasting” and the
concept is entails is just wrong as an attempt to
interpret what was entailed by the Greek term in its
context. The New Testament terminology in Greek was
interpreting the Hebrew Messianic idea, as modified in
the fulfillment claimed by the Christians, of the “Age”
or “New Age” or “of the ages.” How literal or symbolic
this was thought to be seems to vary.
The usage should be considered somewhat of an idiom,
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because of the way it is used in the biblical texts and
as an interpretation of the Messianic concepts we claim
as believers in Christ. The main idiomatic feature for
us would be the plural. Perhaps this is for emphasis,
a common Semitic/Hebrew way of making emphasis."
<http://orvillejenkins.com/theology/aionios.html>

Age, Ages - Baker's Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical
Theology
"The Greek aion in the Septuagint and New Testament
corresponds to the Hebrew olam of the Old Testament.
One proof that the Hebrew olam is equivalent to the
Greek aiōn is discovered in the way that Psalm 45:6 is
quoted in Hebrews 1:8. Most mainline translations
ignore the meaning of the words olam and aion and use
phrases like forever [aiōn] and ever [aiōn], but there
are some translations that attempt to remain true to
the original intent.
An example of the meaning of olam is discovered in
Psalm 45:6: Your throne, O God, is forever [olam] and
ever [wa ed]. Surely, God's throne is forever; but,
notice how the psalmist had to add wa ed to olam to
indicate something beyond or in addition to a long
period of time. In other words, the psalmist had to add
va ad to olam to bring in the concept of forever or,
perhaps, additional eons.
In the following, note that olam of Psalm 45:6
Note again below:
Olam require a prefix (Hebrew is read right to left)
such as ‘wa-ed’ to make it have a perpetual meaning.

Hebrews 1:8 But unto the Son [he saith], Thy throne, O God,
[is] for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness [is] the
sceptre of thy kingdom.
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Olam is translated into aiōn (aiōna) as quoted in
Hebrews 1:8."
Hebrews 1:8 But unto the Son [he saith], Thy throne, O
God, [is] for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness
[is] the sceptre of thy kingdom.

"Thy throne, O God, is unto times [aiōn]age-abiding
[aiōn]." (Hebrews 1:8 REB)
"Thy throne, O God, is for the age [aiōn]...." (Hebrews
1:8 WED)
"Thy throne, O God, is to the age of the age [aiōn].."
(Hebrews 1:8 YLT) (Young's Literal Translation)
AV: 'for ever and ever' → Greek: 'to the age of the
age'
Given this understanding, one proof that the Hebrew
olam is equivalent to the Greek aiōn is discovered in
the way that Psalm 45:6 is quoted in Hebrews 1:8. Most
mainline translations ignore the meaning of the words
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olam and aion and use phrases like forever [aiōn] and
ever [aiōn], but there are some translations that
attempt to remain true to the original intent. In the
following, note that olam of Psalm 45:6 is translated
into aiōn as quoted in Hebrews 1:8.
"Interestingly, in the above, there is no attempt to
come up with another word to replace the Hebrew wa-ed;
the Greek simply uses aiōna (age). For this reason,
some of the more literal translations obviously stick
with the concept of time or ages. Some might argue that
this cannot be because God's throne is eternal. Perhaps,
but this does not exclude the possibility that His
throne is eonian or related to the ages as well. After
all, He is working out His purpose in and through the
ages. Besides, from Man's perspective, God's throne is
more eonian than eternal. The point is that, given the
context, translating olam into the word forever or
everlasting is not accurate. Consider 'forever and
ever': The Greek language has a singular form, aiōn,
and a plural form, aiōns, which yields Anglicized
phrases, such as the eons of the eons, the eon of the
eons, and the eon of the eon. The word eons can be
replaced with the word aions. These phrases could refer
to two oncoming or impending eons that follow our
present eon or, simply, ages beyond our present one,
with the number of ages unknown. In some cases,
translators ignore the plural forms in favor of a
singular rendering.
For example, Romans 16:27 is most often translated
forever and ever [KJV] but never as forevers, for this
would make no sense.
Romans 16:27 To God only wise, [be] glory through
Jesus Christ for ever. Amen. <<[Written to the Romans
from Corinthus, [and sent] by Phebe servant of the
church at Cenchrea.]>>
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KJV → 'glory through Jesus Christ for ever'
Greek → 'glory to the ages of the ages'
(glory to the eons of the eons)
Concordantly speaking, it is rendered as the eons
of the eons [CLV] or ages [WED;YLT]. The same applies
to Galatians 1:5, Philippians 4:20, 1 Timothy 1:17, 2
Timothy 4:18, Hebrews 13:21, and 1 Peter 4:11.
Consider these examples:
Jonah was in the bowels of the fish for three days,
but he cried out that he was there forever.
Jonah 2:6 I went down to the bottoms of the mountains;
the earth with her bars [was] about me for ever: yet
hast thou brought up my life from corruption, O LORD my
God.
"I went down to the bases of the mountains; the earth
with her bars was about me forever [olam]. But You
brought up my life from the pit, O Jehovah my God.
(Jonah 2:6 LITV)
"To the cuttings of mountains I have come down, the
earth, her bars are behind me to the age [olam]. And
Thou bringest up from the pit my life, O Jehovah my
God." (Jonah 2:6 YLT)
<http://www.kingdomandglory.com/art/art57.pdf>

Most translations record that the prophet cried out
that the earth with its bars was around him. How could
Jonah be in the belly of the fish for three days and
nights, and forever (everlasting) at the same time? The
answer becomes apparent when we see that the word
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forever is translated from olam. The more literal
translations use the words eon or age [CLV; REB; YLT]
rather than the word forever. However, it simply means
that Jonah had no idea how long his ordeal lasted. It
must have seemed as if it would never end, but it did
end; proving that olam does not necessarily mean
"everlasting."

'le owlam means 'the age and beyond'. To translate this
as 'forever' conceals the fact that in the Hebrew
language the words everlasting, eternal and forever
are usually derived from the transliterated Hebrew word
olam, which means “to hide, keep secret, obscure.” Olam
relates to an age whose end is unknown and thus whose
end is obscure, but not necessarily endless. In other
words, in non-Diety contexts it refers to an definite
period of time.
Both words usually depend on a preposition (for
example, ad olam and eis ton aionon are rendered
"forever"). In some contexts olam and aion are
translated "age" ("world" in the AV); the Greek chronoi
[crovno"] may also mean "ages."
Ages as Epochs of Time: Both Testaments speak of
"ages" as undefined periods of history over which God
rules ( Psalm 90:2 ; 1 Tim 1:17 ; Jude 25 ). But the
canonical writers do not try to calculate when
successive ages will begin or end.
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The Bible may refer to past ages in order to exalt
God's knowledge as Creator in comparison with human
ignorance (Isa 64:4; cf. Deut 4:32). In the New
Testament the hidden wisdom of God is repeatedly
connected with the gospel, a mystery that he has chosen
to reveal after long ages (aion in 1 Col 2:7 ; Eph 3:9 ;
Col 1:26; chronoi in Rom 16:25; 2 Tim 1:9 ; Titus
1:2).
Even while the church anticipates the future
consummation, it lives already in the time in which
God's plan of redemption is being fulfilled (cf. Col
1:20)."
"The boundless future can also be regarded as a
series of ages. Normally the "ages to come" are invoked
by the prophets to underscore God's unending blessings
for his people (Isa 45:17; Dan 7:18). This theme is
later taken up by Paul in Ephesians 2:7: "that in the
coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of
his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ
Jesus."
Thus, Age and the Age to Come in the Old Testament
predict the future coming of God or the Messiah; most
forms of post-biblical Judaism go further and
differentiate this age from the age to come, which is
also known as the kingdom of God. This two-age schema*
is echoed in Matthew 12:32 and Ephesians 1:21, but the
New Testament transforms the traditional pattern: with
the coming of Christ, the blessings of the future are
manifested among God's people in the present age (cf.
Heb 6:5).
"When the Bible talks about “the kingdom” it is
referring to the earthly reign of Christ which will
last only “until” the last enemy is defeated (1 Cor.
15:24-28), at which point Jesus will hand it over to
the Father. Christ’s earthly kingdom will last for two
ages, “the ages of the ages”, the greatest two ages of
human history, the Millennium and New Jerusalem age,
and after that comes the “consummation” of God’s plan.
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And as we see in 1 Corinthians 15:24-28, there is a
sense in which the kingdom’s function as an
authoritative punisher of evil will end (Jesus will
hand it over to the Father when He has defeated the
last enemy), but of course there is also a sense in
which it will never end (because at that point God will
be “all in all” and there will be no more enemies to
defeat, so obviously there will be no rebellion against
God and all will be in harmony with God).
* There are actually many ages. See the discussion of
Ephesians 2:7.
In terms of this age as a time of sin and darkness,
aion is sometimes synonymous with kosmos or "the world"
(cf. Mark 4:19; Rom 12:2). During this time, Satan
appears as the "god" of this age (2 Cor 4:4)
2Corinthians 4:4 In whom the god of this world hath
blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the
light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the
image of God, should shine unto them. →→
KJB: 'god of this world'
Greek: 'god of the age'

"The phrase 'god of this age' is found once in the
Bible: in 2Corinthians 4:4. Some versions (including
the KJV above somewhat confusingly translate “age” as
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“world”, but the meaning is this time, this period,
rather than this planet or realm. In this age God is
allowing Satan to rule the world (2 Cor. 4:4) and to
handpick its highest-level leaders (Lk. 4:5-6) with His
permission (Romans 13). He is allowing “cheaters” to
win in this age, yet He must maintain a somewhat
delicate balance of good and evil (I’ll explain why
later in this book). The shorter lifespan of human
beings in this Satan-ruled age evens out some of the
advantage evil has, and helps maintain more of a
balance between good and evil than was present earlier
in human history when life spans were many hundreds of
years. Of course, towards the very end of this age God
will allow Satan to gain more control over the earth’s
population than ever before, until he is able to
install a one world government with the antichrist as
its leader; God will allow this temporary drastic
tipping of the balance of power towards evil (Rev. 13:7)
at the end of this age.
God has a good reason for allowing evil to prevail
in this age and for directing the overall course of
human history the way He does (yet without controlling
every single thing every person does). But because He
is allowing evil to have some leeway in this age, God
must also put some “containment mechanisms” in place so
that it does not spread too rapidly and ruin His plan
for this age. (Another classic example of this is how
He curbed the evil uniting of all humanity against Him
at the Tower of Babel by breaking up their languages,
thus delaying it until the right time, the very end of
this age.) The lessons God wants humanity to learn from
this age as they look back on it later, need time to
unfold. Humanity must have plenty of time to try all
sorts of stupid things that don’t work, so that when
they look back later on human history, they won’t say,
“Yeah, but we didn’t try that.” So God must allow evil
to reign in this age (2 Cor. 4:4, Lk. 4:5-6), but at
the same time buy enough time for all the necessary
lessons to be played out. The great flood, the
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scattering of humanity into many different languages
and cultures at the tower of Babel, and the reduction
of human life span to around 100 years, are three of
the primary containment mechanisms God has used in
human history to keep evil from spreading too rapidly
for His purposes.
So according to the accurately translated Bible
there is a logical reason in God’s mind for the
sufferings of this age. It is the primary painful
“learning from experience” age of human history, that
causes us to long for freedom from corruption. Paul
explains it succinctly in Romans 8:20-22, 11:32-36, and
1 Corinthians 15:20-28. God’s plan for the ages (Greek
“eons”) really is going to work. Pain is often the best
teacher. On a macro level, God is allowing pain –
sometimes strong pain – during this age so Mankind will
never forget the lesson and will always appreciate the
lack of pain later on after it is eliminated. By the
time God is done with us, none of us will be tempted to
“sin” (to operate in a way contrary to God’s operating
manual, or to hurt ourselves or another person) any
more than you or I today are tempted to place our hand
on a hot stovetop burner and let it rest there for five
minutes – we know from experience that such an action
would be stupid because it hurts.
The Bible also makes it clear that after two
difficult and painful periods of human history (this
age and the very end of the next age) where Satan is
allowed to accelerate Mankind’s descent into stupidity
(or to put it more kindly, experimentation with a bunch
of things that are different than God’s ideal way), God
will eliminate Satan’s tempting influence permanently.
And by the time the “consummation” of the ages occurs
(1 Cor. 15:20-28) at which point all humans will have
received immortal bodies, everyone will have been
personally judged/corrected by God (at the white throne
judgment– Is. 45:23, Rom. 14:10-11). Our point is that
after God uses a several thousand years of history as
an object lesson and then personally corrects and
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teaches every human being who has ever lived, there
will be much less temptation to sin or hurt others or
operate incorrectly than there is now, not just because
of the lessons each human has learned from their own
experience and from the testimony of history, but also
because the negative influence of Satan will be removed.
Satan uses the hell lie. It helps him greatly in
his attempts to blind the minds of the unbelieving so
that they might not see the light of the gospel of the
glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” (2 Cor. 4:4).
The reason Scripture contains so many warnings such as
“take heed that you are not deceived”, “test everything
and hold on to what is good”, and “test the spirits” is
because it is possible for believers to be deceived in
certain areas if they are not careful. These warnings
were spoken and written to believers, not to
unbelievers. These commands in Scripture make it very
clear that without active effort to carefully test and
study, a believer is very likely to fall into some form
of deception in this Satan-ruled age (2 Cor. 4:4, Lk.
4:5-6). Because not every believer makes this active
effort to test everything, it should be no surprise
that believers sometimes believe and propagate lies
while simultaneously believing and propagating much
truth.
It is the 'rulers of the age' who crucified Christ
(1 Co2:6, 8),
1Corinthians 2:6 Howbeit we speak wisdom among them
that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor
of the princes of this world, that come to nought:
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“the present evil age” (Gal 1:4),
Galatians 1:4 Who gave himself for our sins, that he
might deliver us from this present evil world,
according to the will of God and our Father:

'world' → 'age'
Principalities and powers named in this age (Eph 1:21),
are other examples of 'this age' as a corrupt force.
But perhaps the most relevant to “the god of this
age” is 'their god is their belly' (Philippians 3:19)
which goes beyond the idea of idols to personify, or
deify, physical lusts, such as greed, as a god. This
belly god is part of Paul’s overall view of 'this evil
age', and therefore must form part of Paul’s concept of
'the god of this age'”.
<http://bibleq.net/answer/7067/>

→→ and sin prevails (Gal 1:4; 2 Tim 4:10; Titus
2:12). The citizens of this age are living in darkness
and must rely on the devices of their own human wisdom
(Luke 16:8; Col 1:20 ; 1 Corinthians 2:6 1 Corinthians
2:8 ; 3:18 ). But so long as Christians remain in the
world, they are cheered by the spiritualpresence of
Jesus until the close of this age (Matt 28:20).
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"Satan

is “the god of this age”,

which tells us, in perfect harmony with Revelation
20:1-3 and Luke 4:5-6, that God is allowing him to
reign during this particular period in human history
and that his temporary reign will end at the end of
this age. because He is allowing evil to have some
leeway in this age, God must also put some “containment
mechanisms” in place so that it does not spread too
rapidly and ruin His plan for this age. (Another
classic example of this is how He curbed the evil
uniting of all humanity against Him at the Tower of
Babel by breaking up their languages, thus delaying it
until the right time, the very end of this age.) The
lessons God wants humanity to learn from this age as
they look back on it later, need time to unfold.
Humanity must have plenty of time to try all sorts of
stupid things that don’t work, so that when they look
back later on human history, they won’t say, “Yes, but
we didn’t try that.” So, God must allow evil to reign
inthis age (2 Cor. 4:4, Lk. 4:5-6), but at the same
time buy enough time for all the necessary lessons to
be played out. The great flood, the scattering of
humanityinto many different languages and cultures at
the towerof Babel, and the reduction of human life
span to around 100 years, are three of the primary
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containment mechanisms God has used in human history to
keep evil from spreading too rapidly for His purposes."
Cataclysmic signs will signal the close of the
present era ('synteleias [tou] aionos' See below),
Matthew 24:3):
Matthew 24:3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives,
the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us,
when shall these things be? and what [shall be] the
sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?

According to the New Testament, the end
(consummation) of the age will bring the return of
Christ and the judgment of the wicked (Matthew 13:39-40
Matthew 13:49).
"When the age to come arrives, the saved dead will
rise to inherit eternal life (Luke 20:34-35). Jewish
and later Christian apocalypticists loved to speculate
about the blessings of this future age, but the simple
message of the Bible is that the coming age will bring
a good inheritance (Mark 10:30; Luke 18:30). Paul's
advice to Christians is to invest for the age to come
by practicing generosity and good deeds in this present
age (1 Ti 6:17-19)."
- Gary Steven Shogren
Bibliography. J. Barr, Biblical Words for Time; O.
Cullmann, Christ and Time; J. Guhrt, NIDNTT, 3:826-33;
969

A. A. MacRae, TWOT, 2:672-73; D. S. Russell, The Method
and Message of Jewish Apocalyptic; H. Sasse, TDNT,
1:197-209.
So the fact is the words eternal, everlasting, and
forever should never appear in the New Testament when
they are mistranslations of the Greek word “aion.” Our
English word eon is derived from the Greek word aion.
(Remember, the New Testament was originally written in
Greek.) It even sounds like it and is nearly spelled
the same. Obviously, eon would be the perfect
translation of aion. An eon is "a duration of time." So
is an aion.
1Timothy 6:16 Who only hath immortality, dwelling in
the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man
hath seen, nor can see: to whom [be] honour and power
everlasting. Amen.

◄ 166. aiónios ►
Strong's Concordance
aiónios: agelong, eternal
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Original Word: αἰώνιος, ία, ιον
Part of Speech: Adjective
Transliteration: aiónios
Phonetic Spelling: (ahee-o'-nee-os)
Definition: agelong, eternal
Usage: age-long, and therefore: practically eternal, unending; partaking of the character of
that which lasts for an age, as contrasted with that which is brief and fleeting.

HELPS Word-studies
Cognate: 166 aignate (an adjective, derived from 165 /aiPE ("an age, having a particular
character and quality") – properly, "age-like" ("like-an-age"), i.e. an "age-characteristic"
(the quality describing a particular age); (figuratively) the unique quality (reality) of God's life
at work in the believer, i.e. as the Lord manifests His self-existent life (as it is in His sinless
abode of heaven). "Eternal (166 /aiṓnios) life operates simultaneously outside of time, inside of
time, and beyond time – i.e. what gives time its everlasting meaning for the believer through
faith, yet is also time-independent. See 165 (aiōn).

The context of this verse is obviously dealing
with God’s eternal nature. The word in Greek for
“immortality” is “athanatos.” The Greek word for death
is “thanatos.” The “a” in front of the word is the
negator — without, non, etc. It means that God is
deathless; hence, immortal. This is an eternal quality
of God. Likewise, the verse states that God has eternal
power (dominion). The word used here for “eternal” is
“aiōnios” which is derived from the Greek root “aiōn”
which means age. Of course, God is not immortal for
only an “age,” nor is His dominion temporal. The word
“eternal” is not the best way to translate the Greek
“aiōnion”. Aion always means age, never eternal. A
better translation of aion would be eon or the
alternate dictionary spelling aeon, because eon has an
adjective form whereas age does not. For instance, the
adjective form of the Greek word aion [G165] is aionios
[G166], likewise, the adjective form of the English
word eon is eonian. In a good dictionary that traces
the origin of words if you look up the English words
eternal and eon, you will find eternal is traced back
to Latin, and you will find eon, which means age or a
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period of time is traced back to the Greek word aion. A
better translation of aion would be eon or the
alternate dictionary spelling aeon, because eon has an
adjective form whereas age does not. For instance, the
adjective form of the Greek word aion[G165] is
aionios[G166], likewise, the adjective form of the
English word eon is eonian (See below graphic 1Timothy
6:16) (next page). In fact, God is 'King of the ages':
1Timothy 1:17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal,
invisible, the only wise God, [be] honour and glory for
ever and ever. Amen.

And one other point: Aion and the alternate dictionary
spelling of eon (aeon) almost spell the same, aion-aeon.
That's because many of the letters of the Greek
alphabet are the same as the letters of the English
alphabet. But believers in eternal torment object to
this. They say that if aion and its adjective form
aionios mean age or eon, then not only does the
punishment of the unbelievers come to an end but also
the eternal/aionios life of the believers must come to
an end as well, since the same word aionios is used to
describe the punishment and life of both groups. We
will discuss this in this issue in this document. The
Greek word aion and its adjective form aionios always
mean age or eon, and never forever. If the translators
had correctly translated the Greek word aion as age or
eon in Matthew 25:46, 2Thessalonians 1:9, Revelation
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20:10, and other places in the Bible, the purpose of
the wrath, judgment, and punishment, upon the wicked
and unbelievers would become clear.
Let’s look at 1 Timothy 6:16 in a more proper
translation:

Here God is the eonian God. It makes perfect
sense to call God the “God of the ages” (“eonian God”
with “eonian” translated/defined as “having to do with
an age or ages*”). Look at the context of the verse
where the term “eonian God” is used. Romans 15:26 says,
Romans 16:26 But now is made manifest, and by the
scriptures of the prophets, according to the
commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all
nations for the obedience of faith:
Romans 16:26 “Now to Him Who is able to establish you
in accord with my evangel, and the heralding of Christ
Jesus in accord with the revelation of a secret hushed
in times eonian, yet manifested now and through
prophetic scriptures, according to the injunction of
the eonian God...” (Concordant Version).
Most versions translate that first phrase “in
eonian times” as “from ages past” or “from the
beginning of the world” or something like that, because
it is obvious that the verse is not talking about a
secret kept hidden from humanity “from eternity past”,
since humanity has not existed for eternity in the past.
So if the word “eonian” cannot possibly refer to
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eternity in the first part of the sentence, where do
people get the idea that it refers to eternity in the
second part of the sentence? They don’t get it from
common sense. (They get it from this false mindset that
“everything in the Bible must be about eternity”.
'everlasting God' → 'eonian God'
Romans 16:26 But now is made manifest, and by the
scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of
the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the
obedience of faith:

The correct Greek word for eternal (aidios) is
used when discussing the eternalness of God as is found
in Romans 1:20:
Romans 1:20 For the invisible things of him from the
creation of the world are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, [even] his
eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without
excuse:

The correct translation is ‘divinity’. As we said,
‘Godhead” has nothing to do with a Trinity.
Romans 1:20 (below) has a Deity context and the word
‘eternal’ belongs. Thus, the word ‘aidios’ is
correctly used in the Greek (See below).
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◄ 126. aidios ►
Strong's Concordance
aidios: everlasting
Original Word: ἀΐδιος, ον
Part of Speech: Adjective
Transliteration: aidios
Phonetic Spelling: (ah-id'-ee-os)
Definition: everlasting
Usage: eternal, everlasting.
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
from aei
Definition
everlasting
NASB Translation
eternal (2).

* (See W.E. Vine’s “An Expository Dictionary of New
Testament Words”. Vine defines aion as "an age, era;
signifies a period of indefinite duration, or time
viewed in relation to what takes place in the period.")
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Age - Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words
Age
[ A-1,Noun,G165, aion ]
"An age, era (to be connected with aei, "ever," rather than with ao, "to breathe"),
signifies a period of indefinite duration, or time viewed in relation to what takes
place in the period. The force attaching to the word is not so much that of the
actual length of a period, but that of a period marked by spiritual or moral
characteristics. This is illustrated in the use of the adjective."
Had this word [aion] been left to speak for itself
(the Concordant* Version offers an accurate
alternative, putting "eon" for, always, and "eonian"
for aionion, always), the false terror of eternal
torment would never have arisen to deceive the saints
and turn the world from God.
To give an example of a verse using Aion to support
Eternal Torment (hell):
Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.
The easy conclusion is that if the life is eternal
– and we know Christians will live forever – then the
punishment must be eternal also. However, the
obvious solution isn’t always the correct one. In fact,
everyone agrees that Aion does not mean eternal… but
they still translate it way.
Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.
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Review: The Definition of Aion
The noun aion refers to a period of time, it appears
very improbable that the derived adjective aionios would
indicate infinite duration, nor have we found any evidence
in Greek writing to show that such a concept was expressed
by this term.” Theologians who were not very familiar with
Greek who first started claiming that “eon” and its forms
sometimes refer to eternity, but the meaning of eternity or
endlessness was not found in the word as it was commonly
used in Greek until the theologians whose primarily language
was Latin started artificially adding that meaning to it.
Aiõn in the Old Testament means exactly what olam means, and
also what aiõn means in the Greek Classics. Indefinite (lasting
for an unknown or unstated length of time) duration is the sense of olam, and
it is equally clear that aiõn has a similar signification…I
do not know of an instance in which any lexicographer has
produced the usage of ancient classical Greek in evidence
that aiõn means eternity.
Aion: an age, a cycle (of time), especially of the
present age as contrasted with the future age, and of
one of a series of ages stretching to infinity
HELPS Words studies:
165 aiṓn (see also the cognate adjective, 166 /aiṓnios, “age-long”) – properly, an age (era,
“time-span”), characterized by a specific quality (type of existence).
Thayer’s Greek Lexicon:
Aion: age (Latinaevum, which is αἰών with the Aeolic digamma), a human lifetime (in Homer,
Herodotus, Pindar, Tragic poets), life itself (Homer Iliad 5, 685 με καί λίποι αἰών etc.).
Strong’s Concordance:
#165 properly, an age; by extension, perpetuity (also past); by implication, the world; specially
(Jewish) a Messianic period (present or future)
Abbot Smith Lexicon:
αἰών A space of time, as, a lifetime, generation, period of history, an indefinitely long period; in
NT of an indefintely long period, an age, eternity… …the ages or world-periods which when
summed up make eternity

Several versions do translate it consistently.
Besides the Concordant Literal New Testament,
Rotherham’s Emphasized Bible, and Young’s Literal
Translation.)
* The Concordant method of translation takes a Greek word, finds
all the places it is used in Scripture, then determines its
977

usage and thus its meaning, based on all the text in which it is
discovered. Once this is accomplished, every attempt is made to
translate the one Greek word wherever it is used into one
English word or, at least, the fewest English words as possible.

The ineptness of the orthodox translators can be
easily verified. Look up the words "ages," "world,"
"eternal," "everlasting" and "forever" in either a
Strong’s or a Young’s concordance. (These reference
tools list every word in the King James Version and
their source word from the original languages.) You
will find that these words, a veritable 'hodge-podge',
are all interpretations of this single Greek noun (aion)
and its adjective.
<http://www.martinzender.com/Zenderature/eonian_life_not_eternal_life.htm>

3h2) How The New Testament Uses Aion
There are three Primary ways Aion is used:
1. To indicate a literal Age, or span of time with
beginning and an end.
2. To indicate “the Ages”
3. To indicate “all of time.”
4. Revelation 14 (unique in its construction)
Use #1: To Indicate a Literal Age With a Beginning and End
A good example of this is the end of the parable of
the wheat and tares.
Matthew 13:40 As therefore the tares are gathered and
burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this
world.
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Jesus clearly means that Aion(os) (the age) has an end
here. The translation of Aion in such cases is
undisputed by anyone. Sometimes it’s translated
“world”, or another similar word. (It would be better
they would use the actual Greek).

Use #2: To Indicate All Of “The Ages”
A good example is the end
Matthew 6:13 And lead us
deliver us from evil: For
power, and the glory, for

of the Lord’s Prayer.
not into temptation, but
thine is the kingdom, and the
ever. Amen

In the Greek, It doesn’t say “forever”. There is a
Greek word that means “forever” or “eternal” (aidios).
However, the Bible only uses it twice and this verse isn’t
one of those places. The Greek uses the expression "for the
ages " (eis tous aiõnas) (above). So, Jesus used the word
“Aion” which means ages.
Further, the translators have removed the Greek
definite article ton (equivalent to our word “the”), which
is before the word aion in the original Greek.
So, a more literal reading would look like this:
Matthew 13:40 And lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from the evil, for yours is the kingdom and
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the power and the glory for the ages. (plural) Amen.
Two things to notice:
First, the word Aion there is plural. Not singular
(one), but plural (more than one). Jesus was doubtless
aware of the Greek word that means “eternal” or
“forever”, but he chose not to use it.
Second, Jesus’ meaning is quite clear even though
He doesn’t use the word for forever/eternal. The Jews
and Greek always thought of the world as divided into
different ages. We still think of it like that
today. For example, there’s the Bronze Age, the Iron
Age, The Dark Ages, The Middles Ages, and most recently
the Information Age. Jesus was saying in the kingdom,
the power and glory of ALL those Ages belong to God.
In this context, when the Jews/Greeks said “The
Ages” they literally meant “The Ages. The disciples
even asked Jesus when the “end of the age (aion)”
was. They recognized that there would be another “Age”
(Aion) after theirs.
God certainly is the God of “the Ages”, and
throughout all those ages the power and glory
rightfully rests with Him. The Greek way of phrasing
it might be strange to our modern English ears, but
it’s perfectly consistent with Ancient Greek phrasing.
Another example:
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Luke 1:33 And he shall reign over the house of Jacob
for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.

The Greek word “eis", which basically means “into”,
“unto”, “through”, etc; and the Greek Definite article,
which is equivalent to our word “the”. Further, the
word Aion here is plural. The expression (eis tous
aiõnas) "unto the ages". So here’s how it reads in a
more literal Greek translation with the two removed
words included and Aion translated properly and in
plural:
"And He shall reign over the house of Jacob unto the
Ages, and His kingdom there shall be no end."
That makes more sense to us. But why didn’t the
translators simply translate the words that are there
instead of removing some words and changing others? (a
common problem we’ve found in many passages.)

Use #3: To Indicate “all of time”
A good example of this is the closing of
Philippians.
Philippians 4:20 Now unto God and our Father [be]
glory for ever and ever. Amen.
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Again, there is only one Greek word for “forever” (eternal)
and it’s not used here (though we’ll get to it soon).The
phrase εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων (eis tous aiōnas tōn aiōnōn)
above, often translated as “forever and ever”
or something similar, (See section 2b) but literally
meaning “unto the ages of the ages” A more literal
translation of that passage would read:
Philippians 4:20 Now unto God and our Father [be] glory
to the ages (plural) of the ages (plural). Amen.
Two things to notice here:
First, the Greek word for “and” (καὶ) appears only
once in this passage (connecting God and Father) and
it’s not between the two uses of Aion. So this can’t
be “Ages and Ages” because the word “and” isn’t there.
Second, Both instances of the word Aion here are
Plural. It’s can’t be “Forevers of the Forevers”
because that simply makes no sense. Forever by
definition is singular. There’s only one forever
because, by definition, forever can’t end.
So “Ages of the Ages” means exactly what it says:
“Ages of the Ages". Remember, the Jews and Greeks of
the day divided time into ages (much like we do
today). Further, they could divide Ages into smaller
ages (just like we do today). For example, we divide
the Middle Ages into the early, middle and late middle
ages. So, you have Ages within Ages. So “Ages of Ages”
sounds to us like to say “all of the (sub) ages in all
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of the ages.
That is, every Age and every subdivision
of Ages. It’s a poetic way of saying “all of time”.
(Notice that the Greek phrasing includes past times as
well as future times. Our typical English phrasing
only includes the future.)
This coordinates with the typical usage of the
Greek phrase “Ages of the Ages” (αἰῶνας τῶν
αἰώνων). It’s almost exclusively used to talk about
God’s power or glory, which is certainly throughout all
the Ages. The standard phrase is present here: 'εἰς τοὺς
αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων' (eis tous aiōnas tōn aiōnōn), with the
definite articles: “unto the ages of the ages.” However,
please notice that aion still means “Age” not “Forever”,
Just like all the Greek lexicons agree it does.)

Use #5 : Revelation 14:11
The Greek construction of Revelation 14:11 is unique
and not found anywhere else in the Bible.
Revelation 14:11 And the smoke of their torment
ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest
day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and
whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.
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Now, more literally in the Greek:
Revelation 14:11 And the smoke of their torment goes
up to ages of ages; and those worshiping the beast and
its image have no rest day and night, and if anyone
receives the mark of its name.”
The Greek there simply says “Ages of Ages”, and
lacks the word “the” present in above. This verse is
used to support the eternal torment position, but we
honestly find that position unrealistic for several
reasons.
First, those statements lack a proper context of
smoke and its use in the rest of the Bible. More than
any other book of the Bible, Revelation requires an
understanding of the rest of the Bible to understand
it’s meaning. The scripture the John References here is
found in Isaiah: (It’s a prophecy about the destruction
of Edom).
Isaiah 34:9 And the streams thereof shall be turned
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into pitch, and the dust thereof into brimstone, and
the land thereof shall become burning pitch.
Isaiah 34:10 It shall not be quenched night nor day; the
smoke thereof shall go up for ever: from generation.
Isaiah 34:11 But the cormorant and the bittern shall
possess it; the owl also and the raven shall dwell in
it: and he shall stretch out upon it the line of
confusion, and the stones of emptiness.
Edom was located directly south of Israel, in the
northern part of modern-day Jordan. No fire has been
burning there for ~2500+ years. Like Revelation, Isaiah
is primarily apocalyptic literature. This was a
popular form of writing at the time and it used grand
symbols to convey important ideas.
Just like the smoke from Edom didn’t go up
“forever”, so also the smoke in revelation isn’t meant
to be taken literally. Even if the smoke goes up
forever, that doesn’t mean the torment goes on forever.
The reason eternal torment is read from this passage is
from the following line of reasoning:
1. The burning alive of the worshippers of the beast
creates smoke that rises.
2. The smoke rises for ever and ever.
3. If the smoke rises for ever and ever, then the
source, the burning, continues for ever and ever.
4. The burning causes torment.
5. Therefore, the unsaved are tormented in fire for
ever and ever.
Many traditionalists today who draw from this
passage don’t believe there is literal fire in ‘hell’.
But we just saw from Isaiah that smoke going up forever
doesn’t mean the burning continues forever. Further,
the Bible has other things to say about smoke.
Exodus 29:18 And thou shalt burn the whole ram upon
the altar: it [is] a burnt offering unto the LORD: it
[is] a sweet savour, an offering made by fire unto the
LORD.
The smoke is a “soothing aroma” to God. Just like
with Edom, the punishment was dealt out and it was
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terrible. However, according to Exodus, the smoke from
a sacrifice is a “soothing aroma” to God. The
punishment was dealt and God’s wrath was
appeased.
And while the torment isn’t explicitly
stated to be forever, the smoke is (which indicates God
is appeased) does go up for a long time.

How The New Testament Uses Aion’s Adjective Form
In the Greek language, words can have a different
form depending on how they are used. The word
αἰώνιος (aiōnios), which in most traditional translations
is rendered as “eternal” or “everlasting,” except in the
many instances where such a reading would be nonsensical.
For example, the word “aion” has an adjective form:
“aionios”. It’s the same word, but this form is only
used as an adjective. It adds the properties of Aion
to the word it’s modifying. Since Aion means “age”
then aionios adds “of ages” or “relating to the ages”
to any word it’s modifying. In Matthew 25:46. Christ
there says plainly that the unrighteous “will go away
into eternal punishment”, and the word here rendered
“eternal” is the Greek aionion [αιωνιον]. But it can
also mean everlasting, and as such it is applied to God
and His dominion and power over all the cosmos, such as
in 1 Timothy 6:16.

1Timothy 1:17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal,
invisible, the only wise God, [be] honour and glory for
ever and ever. Amen.
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'King eternal' → 'King of the eons'
God certainly is the “King of Ages". Not only is
He the greatest King in all the ages, He rules over all
the ages. Aionion is the adjective form of the noun
Aion. Since the noun Aion is an Eon of limited duration
the adjective Aionion must pertain to the Eons of time
to make sense. Since grammar rules mandate that an
adjective cannot take on a greater force than its noun
form, it is evident that Aionion cannot possibly mean
Eternal, Everlasting or Forever. The only way the
adjective Aionion could mean Eternal, Everlasting and
Forever would be if the noun Aion [Eon] was of infinite
duration and it clearly is not. The noun Aion is not of
infinite duration so the adjective Aionion cannot
possibly be of infinite duration. Therefore, the words
Eternal, Everlasting and Forever and Ever are not
scriptural.
So, it seems inconclusive that aionion must mean
eternal here. The Greek word 'Aionion' is said by some
to never refer to things of an eternal nature. Christ
proclaims to us peace in the name of the age to come”.
For Christians the decisive divine intervention
separating the two ages is the Second Coming of Christ
and the resurrection of the dead. Christ’s return will
divide everything into two unequal parts: this present
age which is under the sway of death and injustice, and
the age to come which will be under the rule of God.
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Placed in context, we can see that the word aionion
in Matthew 25:46 means “age” in the sense of “the age
to come”. Existence in that age to come will be
qualitatively different than existence in this present
age, for there will be a profound asymmetry between the
two ages. Christ proclaims to us peace in the name of
the age to come”. For Christians the decisive divine
intervention separating the two ages is the Second
Coming of Christ and the resurrection of the dead.
Christ’s return will divide everything into two unequal
parts: this present age which is under the sway of
death and injustice, and the age to come which will be
under the rule of God.
We can see now why the Greek word aidos [αιδως],
“unending”, was not used to describe either the life of
the righteous or the punishment of the unrighteous. If
the word αιδως were used, one might imagine that the
issue was simply one of duration, and that our Lord was
saying that that the righteous will live unendingly and
the unrighteous will be punished unendingly. But the
stakes are higher than that. The righteous will not
simply live without end, but will live with all the joy
which will characterize the age to come. And the
unrighteous will not simply be punished without end,
but punished with all the immortal severity which will
characterize the age to come. It is the quality of the
age to come—with its intensity both of punishment and
joy—that is stressed, not simply its endless duration.
Let’s look at another verse.

1Timothy 6:16 Who only hath immortality, dwelling in
the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man
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hath seen, nor can see: to whom [be] honour and power
everlasting. Amen.

Doesn’t God having the power eonian (power
pertaining to the ages) make perfect sense? He has
power over all the ages so it makes perfect sense. Keep
in mind that aionion (dictionary form is aeonian) =
eonian.

Hebrews 9:14 How much more shall the blood of Christ,
who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without
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spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to
serve the living God?

'eternal Spirit' → 'eonian Spirit'
The Holy Spirit is the “Spirit of Ages” in the
sense of being the greatest Spirit throughout all the
ages. This was a perfectly natural way to phrase things.
There are many other scriptures that fall into this
category.
If you exchange “eternal” or “forever” with “of ages”
it makes perfect sense in nearly every instance. The
few that aren’t immediately obvious (Luke 1:33 for
example, which we’ve already covered) are usually
clarified by putting back words translators removed in
order to make forever or eternal fit.
2 Corinthians 5:1
2Corinthians 5:1 For we know that if our earthly house
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of [this] tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building
of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens.

In this verse

“aionion house” is contrasted with “earthly house which
is destroyed.” An “Aionion” house is not destroyed, the
opposite of “is destroyed.” Thus “aionion” here means
temporary (age(s) lasting). First, in this verse it
says"aionios in the heavens". Scripture says the
heavens which now are will pass away. So, if these
heavens are temporary, so also can aionios be temporary
in 2 Cor.5:1.
Secondly, that the house is not dissolved for an
aionion (eonian) period of time does not necessarily
mean that eonian means eternal in this verse.
“The “tabernacle” of this passage is the body (2 Pet.
1:13). It is an “earthly house,” like a mud hut, that will
one day be “dissolved” (vs. 1). When that happens, Paul
says, “we know...we have a building of God, an house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” We move out of
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this house of clay, and we move into a new house, built by
God, that will last forever. The transition is immediate at
death (Phil. 1:21–23), and that “house” is preferable,
according to Paul (vs. 8). So this house is not the
resurrection body of 1 Corinthians 15. Rather this house is
a “soulish” body, awaiting the resurrection. God has some
kind of a covering for me up in heaven between death and the
resurrection.”
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. 1 - 2 Corinthians Commentary
(The Bible Believer's Commentary Series)
One more example
Eternal (aionios) Life
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.

'everlasting' → 'eonian'
"This would be a good place to point out that the
adjective “eonian” does not technically mean “lasting
for an age or ages”, but rather simply “having to do
with an age or ages”. They Young’s Literal Translation
often translates it “age-during”, which is far more
accurate than “eternal” or “everlasting”, but it’s
still not very very accurate because “age-during”
incorrectly implies that whatever is being spoken of
992

lasts throughout the entire age. This is why the superaccuracy-focused Concordant Version refuses to
translate it “age-during” but rather simply invents a
new English word, “eonian”, and forces us to study what
that word means. The word “eonian” simply means “having
something to do with an age or ages.
It makes perfect sense to translate and define the
term “eonian life” as “life that has something to do
with an age or ages”. This translation/definition also
matches up perfectly with the use of “eonian” in Titus
1:2, which uses the term “eonian life” right alongside
the phrase “before the times of the eons”. It makes
perfect sense for Titus 1:2 to talk about our hope of
“eonian life - life having to do with an age or ages”
(specifically the Millennium and New Jerusalem age
(Revelation 21-22), that God promised and planned
“before times eonian" (before God’s plan for the ages
began)”. So, we have demonstrated that “eon” and its
forms are often used in Scripture in such a way that it
is exceedingly obvious that they cannot and do not
refer to eternity or endlessness. And we have shown
using Titus 1:2 that the term “eonian life” cannot be
assumed to mean “eternal life”, because the very same
sentence speaks of “before the times of the eons” and
there can be no such thing as “before eternal times”.
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Titus 1:2 In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot
lie, promised before the world began;

Titus 1:2, alone, puts a serious dent in the claim
made by some that the term “eonian life” should be
translated as “eternal life”. It is obvious that “the
times of the eons” (times eonian), as used at the end
of the sentence absolutely does not mean “eternal” –
there is no such thing as “before eternal times”. We
would be on very shaky ground to claim that the author
of Titus meant “eonian” to carry one meaning in the
first part of the sentence and the opposite meaning in
the second part of the sentence. The concept of ages
(periods of time each with a beginning and an end, as
used in the phrase “before times eonian (of the eons)”
or “before the times of the ages” or as it would be
naturally understood, “before God’s plan for the ages
began”) is the opposite of the concept of eternity
(time without beginning or end). A period or periods of
time with a beginning and an end is the opposite
concept of time with no beginning and no end. To
suggest that the author of Titus 1:2 would use the same
word “eonian” to refer to two opposite concepts in the
same sentence, is very shaky.
'MAY BE HAVING' - present tense
So, the phrase most often translated “eternal
life”doesn’t actually mean “eternal”. There are other
places to go in the Bible where it says Christians will
spend an eternity with God. But that’s not the point
of eternal life and it never has been. Let's go back to
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the definition of Aion (noun form) to clarify:
165 aiṓn (see also the cognate adjective, 166 /aiṓnios,
“age-long”) – properly, an Age (era, “time-span”),
characterized by a specific quality (type of existence).
And now the adjective form:
166 aiṓnios (an adjective, derived from 165 /aiṓn “an
age, having a particular character and quality“) –
properly, “age-like” (“like-an-age”), i.e. an “agecharacteristic” (the quality describing a particular
age); (figuratively) the unique quality (reality) of
God’s life at work in the believer, i.e. as the Lord
manifests His self-existent life (as it is in His
sinless abode of heaven).
[166 (aiṓnios) does not focus on the future per se,
but rather on the quality of the age (165 /aiṓn) it
relates to. Thus, believers live in “eternal (166
/aiṓnios) life” right now, experiencing this quality of
God’s life now as a present possession.
“Eternal life” has never been about the duration of
life, which happens to be infinite. It’s always about
the quality of the life. This would be obvious if you
looked at the tenses of the words. It’s a little more
obvious in the Greek, but it carries over to the
English too, we just miss it most of the time. It is a
mistake to view eternal life as simply an unending
progression of years. A common New Testament word for
“eternal” is aiónios, which carries the idea of quality
as well as quantity. In fact, eternal life is not
really associated with “years” at all, as it is
independent of time. Eternal life can function outside
of and beyond time, as well as within time. For this
reason, eternal life can be thought of as something
that Christians experience now. Believers don’t have to
“wait” for eternal life, because it’s not something
that starts when they die. Rather, eternal life begins
the moment a person exercises faith in Christ. It is
our current possession.

995

John 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath
everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son
shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.
Note that the believer “hath” (present tense) this life
(the verb is present tense in the Greek, too). We find
similar present-tense constructions in John 5:24 and
John 6:47. The focus of eternal life is not on our
future, but on our current standing in Christ.
John says that we “have” (hath) – present tense – “eternal
(aionios) life. “Eternal life” isn’t something we get
in the future; it’s something we have right now. If
you look at it that way, “eternal It makes some sense
(because we will live forever), but not a lot because
“eternal life” starts right now.
God’s idea of a higher quality life is one that
more accurately reflect His character. He is far more
concerned with our character than our comfort. However,
living a moral life according to God’s commands will
make you happier. It may not be easier, but it will be
better. John puts it so simply: “God has given us
eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has
the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God
does not have life”
1John 5:11 And this is the record, that God hath given
to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.
1John 5:12 He that hath the Son hath life; [and] he
that hath not the Son of God hath not life.
Understanding that Eternal life starts right now
changes things. So, does understanding it’s about the
quality not the duration. Remember, the definition
specifically says it’s about the quality/type of life
(one that reflects God more). With that understanding,
reading John 3:16 as the “life of ages” makes a lot of
sense. That’s what Jesus gave us on the cross. Through
his blood, we have access to the most high God of the
Universe and are saved from His wrath. Plus, we have
His Holy Spirit living within us all day, every
day. He gives us “the peace that passes understanding”,
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He gives us the fruit of the spirit (love, joy, peace,
etc) and protects us from the works of the flesh. Not
only that, but when we die we get to spend forever with
Him in paradise.
So, let’s look at it again with that
understandingin mind. Not only does that
understanding make more sense in light of the tenses
(in both English and Greek), but it’s a more accurate
translation too.
Further, the Bible spends a great deal of time
telling us how to have a better life, but very little
time telling us we’ll live forever. You can see where
God’s priorities are, it’s always on the quality/type of
lifewe live, not the duration of the life we live.
You can hardly open a single page of the Bible
(especially in the New Testament) without instructions
for how to live better. By contrast, finding verses
that tell us we’ll live forever (in heaven) are much
rarer. They exist, but verses telling us how to live
better are at least 100 times more common; maybe 1000
times. Again, you can see where God’s priorities are.
Literally every single time you see the phrase “eternal
life” in your Bible, it’s not “eternal” life in the
Greek. It’s “Aionion (eonian) life” or the “life of
ages” and it’s about the quality/type of life, not the
duration.
Returning to:
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Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.

Hopefully the true meaning of this passage becomes
clearer from what we’ve already discussed. The phrase
“eternal life” here is “aionion (eonian) life”, which
refers to the type/quality of the life not the
duration. So, it is with the “life of ages”. So too it
is with the “punishment of ages”. The judgment in view
here is certainly the “punishment of ages”, meaning the
“worst punishment in all the ages”. To say there’s a
worse punishment ignores large parts of the Bible. This
is the righteous judgment of God for unrighteous
sinners to bring them to repentance. Again,
aion/aionios mean “Age”. This fact isn’t in dispute.
However, nearly every translation insists on
translating aion/aionios as “eternal” or “forever”.
This is termed Doctrinal bias. Eternal Torment didn’t
become popular until the original Greek fell out of
common use. It wasn’t until the original Greek was
abandoned and Latin became the common tongue that
Eternal Torment began to rise to prominence.
Let’s go back to the verse Matthew 25:46:
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Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.

The phrase “eternal life” here is “aionion life”,
which refers to the type/quality of the life not the
duration. “Life of ages” (Life eonian) refers to the
greatest life in all the ages.
Let’s explore the other good “hell verse”.
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;

◄ 3639. olethros ►
Strong's Concordance
olethros: destruction, death
Original Word: ὄλεθρος, ου, ὁ
Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine
Transliteration: olethros
Phonetic Spelling: (ol'-eth-ros)
Definition: destruction, death
Usage: ruin, doom, destruction, death.
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HELPS Word-studies
3639 ólethros (from ollymi/"destroy") – properly, ruination with its full, destructive results (LS).
3639 /ólethros ("ruination") however does not imply "extinction" (annihilation). Rather it
emphasizes the consequent loss that goes with the complete "undoing."

Again, the “destruction of ages” is certainly the
worst in all the ages because it means one will be
separated from God Himself. Also, the definition for
the word translated destruction is interesting here:
The “loss of ages” makes sense here. Further, you’ll
be “ruined” in the sense of abandoning all chance of a
reward in the afterlife.

The “Unforgivable” Sin revisited
Mark 3:29 But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy
Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of
eternal damnation:
v

The word translated “never” does not mean
“never.” It’s the Greek word “οὐκ” (G3756 above) and
it means “not”. Here’s the definition:
◄ 3756. ou, ouk, ouch ►
Strong's Concordance
ou, ouk, ouch: not, no
Original Word: οὐ
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Part of Speech: Particle, Negative
Transliteration: ou, ouk, ouch
Phonetic Spelling: (oo)
Definition: not, no
Usage: no, not.
HELPS Word-studies
3756 ou – no ("not"). 3756 (ou) objectively negates a statement, "ruling it out as fact."
[3756 (ou) is written ouk before smooth breathings and oux before a rough breathing.]

The Greek word “ouk” is used over 1600 times in
the New Testament. Nearly every time it’s translated as
“no” or “not”, because that’s what it means. There is a
Greek word that means “never”, and it’s the word
“οὐδέποτε” (oudepote). Its only meaning is “never” but
the Bible doesn’t use it here. So, while our English
translation tells you that this sin will “never” be
forgiven, that’s not what the Greek says.
But worse, virtually every single translation
eliminates – leaves out completely – three whole Greek
words. ee And they aren’t stylistic words either; the
verse with these words completely changes the meaning.
For some reason, these words were removed (See graphic
on next page) – presumably intentionally – by the
Bible translators.
Maybe they thought they
didn’t belong, but they are in every single reputable
Greek New Testament.
Everyone agrees they belong,
but no one puts them in.
(Note: Greek words always have several different
endings depending on how they are used. It’s one of the
features of the Greek language. So, while we've been
using the forms “aion” and “aionios”, in Greek it will
always have a suffix to tell you what part of speech
the word is. In the verse below, it’s “αἰῶνα” (aiōna).
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For instance, εἰς τὸν αἰῶνα (eis ton aiōna) — often
translated as “forever” but literally meaning “unto the
age” or “until the age” or “into the age” or “throughout
the age” — is the equivalent of le-olam or ad-olam (“unto
the age” or “until the age”). 'Eis ton aiōna' is often
translated as “forever” but literally meaning “unto the
age” or “until the age” or “into the age” or “throughout
the age”. It is the equivalent of the Hebrew leolam or ad-olam (“unto the age” or “until the age”).
If you translate the word “not” correctly and
include the three missing words the verse completely
changes its meaning. Notice, the word “eis” is one of
the removed words. Also, in this verse, unlike Luke
1:33, the word aion is singular, not plural. So
“through the Age” would be an appropriate translation.
Here it is with a more correct translation:
Mark 3:29 (YLT) 'but whoever may speak evil in regard
to the Holy Spirit hath not forgiveness, to the age,
but is in danger of age-during judgment;'
That has a completely different meaning. It lines
up much better with Jesus’ words in Matthew:
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Matthew 12:32 And whosoever speaketh a word against
the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever
speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be
forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the
[world] to come.

Matthew 12:32 (YLT) And whoever may speak a word
against the Son of Man it shall be forgiven to him, but
whoever may speak against the Holy Spirit, it shall not
be forgiven him, neither in this age, nor in that which
is coming (impending).
Mark 3:29 (YLT) but whoever may speak evil in regard to
the Holy Spirit hath not forgiveness -- to the age, but
is in danger of age-during judgment;'
Nowhere does it say the sin can’t be forgiven. In
Mark, Jesus says it won’t be forgiven “through/to the
age”, which was presumably Jesus’ current “age”. In
Matthew, Jesus said blasphemy against the Spirit won’t
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be forgiven “in this age” (which was His current age,
at the very end of the age of the Jews); or the “the
age to come” (The Church Age).
But what about the age(s) afterward?
In Matthew 24:3, the disciples ask when is the “end of
the age”, so there’s certainly other ages coming. The
last 2000 years have been the “Church Age”.
Matthew 24:3 And as he
the disciples came unto
when shall these things
sign of thy coming, and

sat upon the mount of Olives,
him privately, saying, Tell us,
be? and what [shall be] the
of the end of the world?

◄ 4930. sunteleó ►
Strong's Concordance
sunteleó: to complete, accomplish
Original Word: συντελέω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: sunteleó
Phonetic Spelling: (soon-tel-eh'-o)
Definition: to complete, accomplish
Usage: I bring to an end, fulfill, accomplish.
HELPS Word-studies
4930 synteléō (from 4862 /sýn, "closely with" and 5055 /teléō, "to complete, finish") – properly,
culminate (consummate), reaching the desired end-point (result, fulfillment). 4931 /synteléō
("culminate") focuses on the "end-point" of two or more related factors working together to
reach fulfillment.
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4930 /synteléō ("consummate") does not mean "terminate" but rather to complete by reaching the
finishing point (A-S).

Sometime after the Church Age is the “age” of the
New Heavens and New Earth described in Revelation.
Why couldn’t the “unforgivable” sin be forgiven then?
According to Jesus word’s in Mark 3:29 – when
translated fully and without omission – that’s a
possibility.
The Hebrew Word Typically Translated Forever/Eternal
We’ve spent a long time discussing the word
Aion/aionios. However, there is one passage from the
Old Testament that leans on this also. It could be
considered a parallel passage to Matthew 25:46 (some go
to aionios punishment, others to aionios life).
Daniel 12:2 And many of them that sleep in the dust of
the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and
some to shame [and] everlasting contempt.

We’ve already covered this poorly translated verse.
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The word most commonly translated forever or
eternal in the Old Testament is the word “olam“,
sometimes (phonetically) spelled “owlam”.
Here is the meaning of the word olam from according
to Jeff Brenner of the Ancient Hebrew Research Center:
"The Hebrew word olam means in the far distance. When
looking off in the far distance it is difficult to make
out any details and what is beyond that horizon cannot
be seen. This concept is the olam. The word olam is
also used for time for the distant past or the distant
future as a time that is difficult to know or
perceive."
This word is frequently translated as eternity or
forever, but in the English language it is
misunderstood to mean a continual span of time that
never ends. Eternal means without end or beginning since all of us have had a beginning, it cannot be
truly said we would ever have eternal life, rather
eonian life.
John 17:3 And this is life eternal, that they might
know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
thou hast sent.
In the Hebrew mind it is simply what is at or
beyond the horizon, a very distant time.
Review:
"Behind aiōn lies olam (if we confine ourselves to
the Hebrew forms) and behind various constructions
of aiōn lie corresponding constructions of olam. For
instance, εἰς τὸν αἰῶνα (eis ton aiōna) — often translated
as “forever” but literally meaning “unto the age” or
“until the age” or “into the age” or “throughout the
age”—is the equivalent of le-olam or ad-olam (“unto the
age” or “until the age”). The phrase εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας τῶν
αἰώνων (eis tous aiōnas tōn aiōnōn)—often translated as
“forever and ever” or something similar, but literally
meaning “unto the ages of the ages”—and the related ὁ
αἰὼν τῶν αἰώνων (ho aiōn tōn aiōnōn), “the age of the
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ages,” represent something like the Hebrew le-olam vaed (“unto an age and beyond”) A common phrase in the
Hebrew is “l’olam va’ed” and is usually translated as
“forever and ever” but in the Hebrew it means “to the
distant horizon and again” meaning “a very distant time
and even further” and is used to express the idea of a
very ancient or future time. For instance, εἰς τὸν
αἰῶνα (eis ton aiōna)—often translated as “forever” but
literally meaning “unto the age” or “until the age” or
“into the age” or “throughout the age”—is the
equivalent of le-olam or ad-olam (“unto the age” or
“until the age”). More important here, however, the age
to which many uses of both aiōn and aiōnios refer is
clearly the olam ha-ba, “the Age to come”: the age or
world of God that is coming to this Earth, the Age of
the Kingdom or of that reality now hidden in God."
So, olam mean “a very distant time” which is far
enough away you can’t see it. Olam means simply that
it’s concealed. It’s “at or beyond the horizon“. By
definition, the word olam means we can’t know how long
it lasts; we can only know it’s “a very distant
time”. This makes a lot of sense if we look at a few of
the place olam is used.
Exodus 12:24 And ye shall observe this thing for an
ordinance to thee and to thy sons for ever.

Ad olam (above, Hebrew is read right to left)
Orthodox Jewish Bible Glossary Ad-olam is often translated as “forever”, but literally
means “unto the age" or “into the age” or “throughout
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the age".
◄ 5703. ad ►
Strong's Concordance
ad: perpetuity
Original Word: ַעד
Part of Speech: Noun Masculine
Transliteration: ad
Phonetic Spelling: (ad)
Definition: perpetuity
"Olam wā-'eḏ" = to the "age" and "perpetually"
“The third preposition construed with ‘olām, the
preposition ‘ad, “unto, until, during”. When connected to
‘olām, the meaning of this preposition is not easy to
distinguish from that of le: so the English translation
renders both le‘olām (Gen.3:22; 6:3) and ‘ad-‘olām by “for
ever”.A difference of nuance nevertheless is discernable.
Whereas le‘olām points to the future more under a static
aspect (for all time, for good), ‘ad-‘olām gives voice to
the progressive aspect of the same future (during all time,
on and on) Thus, when our text speaks of a gift to Abram and
his offspring ‘ad-‘olām, it underlines that this gift is
valid for the succession of generations
to come. Translating ‘ad-‘olām, the LXX generally uses the
preposition heōs, “unto, so long as”.59 While the present
verse has heōs tou aiōnos, more often (43 times against 26)
the LXX uses the expression heōs aiōnos (e.g.
1Sam.1:21, see under text [10]), which just like the Hebrew
phrase does not have the definite article.”
LIFE TIME ENTIRETY A Study of AIon Greek Literature and Philosophy, the Septuagint and Philo

Copyright 1999, 2010 Helen M. Keizer

In Exodus 12:24 regarding 'for ever' - People to
keep still keep the Passover today although they don't
need to. They need to accept Christ as their passover.
Specifically, when verses refer to God, the time
period is obviously unlimited; God is “from everlasting
to everlasting”. God goes beyond the horizon into the
hidden in every direction both in time and in space.
Note that a prefix, such as 'ad' must be attached to
olam to make it mean perpetual. However, when olam
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refer to future punishment, 'to olam' or εἰς τον αἰονα,
eis

ton aniona

olam refers to limited time. Future punishment will
not go on for ever and ever, but for an age or a finite
number of ages.
Exodus 12:24 is a place where God said something
would be olam, that clearly don’t mean forever because
it ended. If Olam means “forever” then we would still
need to obey the Mosaic law. If you think we need to
obey the Law, we suggest you read Galatians chapter
3. The point is olam does not mean forever. If it did,
then how would you explain the Amalekites being
inhabitants of the land from “forever”. Olam literally
means “a very distant time” (either past or future)
In the Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures – in
the Septuagint olam was most often translated as
“aion”.)
In the Septuagint the Greek word, aion, is used to
translate the Hebrew word olam. Thus, if we want to get
a sense of the N.T. meaning of aion, we need to
understand the meaning of olam in the O.T. Numerous
passages referring to olam show clearly it cannot mean
“never-ending” in those texts.
So if we return to Daniel…
Daniel 12:2 And many of them that sleep in the dust of
the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and
some to shame [and] everlasting contempt.
Olam means simply that it’s concealed in
duration. It’s “at or beyond the horizon“. By
definition, the word olam means we can’t know how long
it lasts; we can only know it’s “a very distant time”.
Similarly, the adjective aiōnios, unlike the adjective
ἀΐδιος (aïdios) or adverb ἀεί (aei), never clearly means
“eternal” or “everlasting” in any incontrovertible sense,
nor does the noun aiōn simply mean “eternity” in the way
that the noun ἀϊδιότης (aïdiotēs) does; neither
does aiōnios mean “endless,” as ἀτέλευτος (atelevtos)
or ἀτελεύτητος(atelevtētos) does; and in fact, there are
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enough instances in the New Testament where the adjective
or the noun obviously does not mean “eternal” or
“eternity” that it seems to us unwise simply
to presume such meanings in any instances at all.

In the context of those who get “olam life” truly,
we can’t know how long “forever” is. By definition,
the meaning of forever defies all attempts to put an
exact number of days/years on it. Thus, a “very distant
time” where we can’t know when it ends fits. For those
who get olam contempt, we can’t know how long it will
take those in the lake of fire to pay for their
wickedness; we only know it will be a long time.
Here’s another verse some people say disproves
Universal Restoration.
1Samuel 3:13 For I have told him that I will judge his
house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth;
because his sons made themselves vile, and he
restrained them not.
1Samuel 3:14 And therefore I have sworn unto the house
of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be
purged with sacrifice nor offering for ever.
If olam meant “forever” then perhaps this would be
definitive proof that Universal Restoration is wrong
and Eternal torment is right. However, as we’ve just
seen, olam doesn’t mean forever. The priestly robes
and the Passover celebration were also described as
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lasting for “olam” and they ended with the cross.
Perhaps this statement ended when the others did (at
the Cross).
(The Jews believed that some sins were so grave, only
the death of the one who committed them could atone for
them. Yes, the Jews believed you could “be saved”
after you die based on a verse in Isaiah.)
Isaiah 45:22 Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the
ends of the earth: for I [am] God, and [there is] none
else.
Likewise, past times were described as olam, and
they certainly weren’t an “eternity” ago. Olam simply
means “at or beyond the horizon” which is “a very
distant time“. You can even use this word to describe
“forever” (sort of) because it’s a very long time with
no end in sight. (like the horizon). But saying it
must mean forever has no linguistic support or
scriptural basis.
Review: The Greek Word for Forever: Aidios
The Greek word that means “forever” or “eternal” is
the word “ἀΐδιος” (aidios). Both the short and long
definitions are “eternal, everlasting“. As we have
shown, the Bible only uses it twice (Romans 1:20, Jude
1:6). There is no dispute of any kind what this word means.
Everyone agrees it means eternal. The reason this is useful
is how aion and aidios are contrasted outside the Bible.
Aidios & Aion Outside the Bible
More uses of both aion and aidios occur outside the
Bible in classic Greek literature. While it’s not a
common word, aidios always used to denote the idea of
Eternity or forever. In fact, Aristotle uses both
aidios and aion in the same sentence, which is very
interesting. Obviously, we don’t care what Aristotle
says about God, but his use of words tells us something
about what they mean.
Aristotle wrote about “An eternal age pertaining to
God.”. Now to add the Greek words so you can see his
use. An eternal (Aidios) age (Aion) pertaining to God.
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Aristotle uses similar language elsewhere. In de Cælo,
Aristotle writes:
“The entire heaven is one and eternal (Aidios) having
neither beginning nor end of an entire age (Aion)
Obviously, we aren’t looking to Aristotle
for doctrine. But notice his use of aion and
aidios. Aidios is clearly eternal, and while aion is
clearly temporary. Aion/aionios appears quite often in
classic Greek literature. Homer used aion 13 times in
the Illiad and the Odyssey, but never in the sense of
forever or eternal. It’s often used to describe a
man’s time (or lifespan = age) on Earth. These uses of
aion are consistent with their use in the Bible.
Nowhere does aion appear to mean forever, as ina “time
without end”. However, aidios means exactly that. If
God wanted to say “eternal punishment”, why didn’t He?
The words in Greek certainly exist, He just didn’t use
them.
Conclusion
I hope you see that the word aion does not mean
eternal/forever. The opinions of five respected Greek
Lexicons, it’s usage in the Bible, plus its usage
outside the Bible all bear this out. It’s obvious from
its usage that it doesn’t have to mean eternal. For
instance, Jesus talking about the “end of the aion”.
However, the Eternal Torment (hell) position requires
aion to mean forever or eternal.
As we said before, the entire existence of Eternal
Torment rests on only two pillars. One of them is aion
meaning eternal. If aion doesn’t always mean eternal –
every single time – then Eternal Torment rests on a
very shaky foundation indeed.
What the Bible says is that those living at the end
of the eons will never die and those resurrected to
life will never die again. This is because death will
be abolished (Revelation 20:14).
Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into
thelake of fire. This is the second death.
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"The process of God revealing Himself (His
character) to His creatures is the purpose of the eons.
The Eonian Times are the period of sin and estrangement,
but it is also the period God sets apart to bring His
rebellious creatures terrestrial and celestial back to
Himself. They embrace the entire period of His
operation.
Another important reason for the eonian times is
that God's creatures may come to know Him now.
John 17:3 And this is life eternal, that they might
know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
thou hast sent.
Scripture defines what 'eonian life’ means.

in
life' (G166) is in John 17:3 - it is simply knowing
God. Exact duration isnot specified. God gives eonian
life to those who know Him. God does not give eonian
life to those who do not know Him.
1John 5:20 And we know that the Son of God is come,
and hath given us an understanding, that we may know
him that is true, and we are in him that is true, [even]
in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and
eternal life.
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"“This is life eternal.” The same author writes, “This
is the TRUE GOD, and eternal life” in 1 John 5:20. If a
man receives Jesus Christ, he is “given to Christ” by
the Father. The ones the Father “gave to Christ” here
(vs. 2) are the disciples (see vs. 6). They were God’s,
in this case, BEFORE they were given to Christ (vs. 9).
The proof is that they RECEIVED His “WORDS” (vs. 8)."
- The Gospel of St. John, Peter S, Ruckman
But think how the original language would have been
written. There was no 'eternal'. Only 'eonian'. Eonian
(not 'eternal') life is to know Christ. We see evidence
of this in 1 John where it says if you follow God's
commandments, and love one another, then you know
Christ (ie. you have eonian life). If you don't love
one another, then you don't know God.
1John 3:23 And this is his commandment, That we should
believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love
one another, as he gave us commandment.
Our own English word "eternal" is actually derived
from a word which originally meant "an age":

Again, the Inspired Scriptures never speak of
eternity,except in Diety contexts.
Isaiah 57:15 For thus saith the high and lofty One
that inhabiteth eternity, whose name [is] Holy; I dwell
in the high and holy [place], with him also [that is]
of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit
of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite
ones.
They describe nothing as eternal. They contain no term
which in itself bears our time sense of everlasting.
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Life eternal is a mistranslation of life eonian.
John 17:3 And this is life eternal, that they might
know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
thou hast sent.

Eonian life is falsely reported in the King James
version and elsewhere as "eternal life." Neither Jesus
nor Paul ever spoke of eternal life but rather eonian
life or that life which endures through two future eons
(the thousand-year Kingdom eon and the new heavens and
new earth). Believers do live forever, but not because
of eonian life, but because they are made immortal (1
Corinthians 15:54.
Eonian life is not just for the eons. Eonian life
is acquired by living and dying during your “aion.” But
when the “aions” are completed and Christ gives the
Kingdom to His Father and “God is All in All” we will
then be experiencing what the Bible calls “immortality.”
Immortality is what God has. It is defined as
“deathlessness.” At the resurrection we do not put on
eonian life only, we also put on “immortality.” All
eonian or 'age-ic' tells us of that which pertains to
the eon or eons as the case may be. If you think of the
adjectival form of age as agic or age-ic you'll see it
is pertaining to the age. No age is eternal, therefore
the adjectival form of the noun cannot pertain to
something greater than the noun it is derived from.
The Concordant Literal New Testament is the only
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translation that did not translate aion and aionios.
They merely brought the words directly over into their
Anglicized form "eon" and "eonian". So, no one can
accuse them of translating to try to advance their
theology. Translations which translated aion and
aionion as "for ever" and "eternal", however have
instilled into those words their theological ideology
to slant the Bible in favor of their errant theology.
If the Greek English New Testament does indeed have
"forever" and "eternal" for Mark 3:29 and Matthew
12:31-32 then it is just not correct. Review:

Mark 3:29 But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy
Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of
eternal damnation:
We previously stated that 'εἰς τὸν αἰῶνα' (eis ton aiōna)—
often translated as “forever” but literally meaning “unto
the age” or “until the age” or “into the age” or
“throughout the age”—is the equivalent of le-olam or adolam (“unto the age” or “until the age”).
It is impossible for "for the eon (age)" to be
'forever' or 'eternal' since the Bible states all the
ages/eons end. And there are many passages where each
eon ends individually and collectively. Therefore,
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aiona's adjectival form cannot possibly be "eternal"
for there is no eternal age it can point to.
While it is not possible for God to be more than
eternal, He is more than eonian. Upon a lead tablet
found in the necropolis at Adrumetum, in the Roman
province of Africa, near Carthage, belonging to the
early third century, the following inscription is
scratched in Greek, "I am adjuring Thee, the great God,
the eonian and more than eonian and almighty, the One
up-above the up-above gods."
The false notion that Time must someday end and
Eternity commence, still clings to theology. All that
the Scriptures reveal is that the eons will terminate
(1Cor.10:11; Heb.9:26), but it seems clear that time of
some kind or other must continue.

Note that the context of John 17:3 is eonian. God
doesn't require eternity for us to get to know Him.
What an education is this will be. The Saints at
present can tell 'the story' in part, but for now we
only know it in part, so we cannot tell the wondrous
secret in its fullness."
God is called "the eonian God" in Romans 16:26.
This tells us His relationship to the eons, not how
long He lives. He is over the eons, directing each eon
to the goal He has. When the eons end He will no longer
be the eonian God for there will no longer be eons for
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Him to be directing. He will then be God "All in all."
It is interesting to note that the Hebrew word for
"age" or "eon" is "Olam." Olam" and "eon" are the same.
Because the Hebrew translators who translated the
Hebrew Old Testament into the Greek language translated
"Olam" in its noun form as "AIWN" (eon) and in its
adjectival form as "AIWNION" (eonian).
God certainly is the God of “the Ages”, and
throughout all those ages the power and glory
rightfully rests with Him. The Greek way of phrasing
it might be strange to our modern English ears, but
it’s perfectly consistent with Ancient Greek phrasing.
Another example:
Luke 1:33 And he shall reign over the house of Jacob
for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.

'for ever' → 'to the ages'
'εἰς τὸν αἰῶνα' (eis ton aiōna) (above graphic) - often translated as “forever” but
literally meaning “unto the age(s)” or “until the age(s)” or “throughout the age” - is
the equivalent of le-olam or ad-olam (“unto the age” or “until the age”).
Again, while Forever is one way of looking at it,
it doesn’t actually capture the Greek. For starters,
they had to eliminate two Greek words to make “forever”
fit. They removed the Greek word “eis“, which basically
means “into”, “unto”, “through”, etc; and the Greek
Definite article, which is equivalent to our word
“the”. Further, the word Aion here is plural. So,
here’s how it reads in a more literal Greek translation
with the two removed words included and Aion translated
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properly and in plural:
Luke 1:33
And He will reign over the house of Jacob
through the Ages, and His kingdom will have no end.
Why didn’t the translators simply translate the
words that are there instead of removing some words and
changing others? The effect is similar and the meaning
of the passage doesn’t change much, but it’s not quite
accurate.
Use #3: To Indicate “all of time”
Philippians 4:20 Now unto God and our Father [be]
glory for ever and ever. Amen.

- (tous aiōnas tōn aiōnōn), with the definite articles:
“unto the ages of the ages.” The phrase εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας τῶν
αἰώνων (eis tous aiōnas tōn aiōnōn)—often translated as
“forever and ever” or something similar, but literally
meaning “unto the ages of the ages”—and the related ὁ
αἰὼν τῶν αἰώνων (ho aiōn tōn aiōnōn), “the age of the
ages,” represent something like the Hebrew le-olam vaed (“unto an age and beyond”) or le-olameiolamim (“unto ages of ages”). More important here,
however, the age to which many uses of both aiōn
and aiōnios refer is clearly the olam ha-ba, “the
Age to come”: the age or world of God that is
coming to this earth, the Age of the Kingdom or of
thatreality now hidden in God
Again, there is only one Greek word for “forever”
and it’s not used here (aidios).
A more literal translation of this passage would
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read:
Philippians 4:20:
Now to our God and Father be the glory to the ages
(plural) of the ages (plural). Amen
Two things to notice here:
First, the Greek word for “and” (καὶ) appears only once
in this passage (connecting God and Father) and it’s
not between the two uses of Aion. So this can’t be
“Ages and Ages” because the word “and” isn’t there.
Second, both instances of the word Aion here are
Plural. It’s can’t be “Forevers of the Forevers”
because that simply makes no sense.
Forever by
definition is singular. There’s only one forever
because – by definition – forever can’t end.
So what does “Ages of the Ages” mean?
Exactly what it says: “Ages of the Ages”?
The phrase “the ages of the ages” is a phrase that
uses the same speech convention as “king of kings”,
referring to the greatest of a group. So “ages of the
ages” refers to the greatest ages of a group of ages the Age of the Kingdom.
Remember, the Jews and Greeks of the day divided
time into ages.(much like we do today).
Further,
they could divide Ages into smaller ages (just like we
do today). For example, We divide the Middle Ages into
the early, middle and late middle ages. So, you have
Ages within Ages. So “Ages of Ages” like they are going
out of their way to say “all of the (sub) ages in all
of the ages“. That is, every Age and every subdivision
of Ages.
It’s a poetic way of saying “all of time”. (Notice
that the Greek phrasing includes past times as well as
future times. Our typical English phrasing only
includes the future.)
The Hebrew word Olam
When we compare the LXX and the Masoretic Text on the point
of their usage of aiōn (and the derived adjective aiōnios)
and ‘olām (or ‘ālam) respectively, we find practically
speaking a complete correspondence. the correspondence
between ‘olām (or ‘ālam) in the Hebrew and Aramaic) Bible
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and aiōn/aiōnios in the Septuagint comes close to 100%. “to
be concealed” is found in all of the books of the Hebrew
Bible with the exception of Ruth, Nahum, Haggai, Song of
Songs and Esther. When you see words like “forever”,
“eternal”, “everlasting”, or the phrase “forever and ever
“in an English Old Testament, it is a mistranslation of some
form of the Hebrew compound word “to/from olam” (“a long,
unspecified period of time”, not “definitely endless time”)
or one of two other less common Hebrew compound words. And
when you see words that refer to eternity in an English New
Testament, it is always a mistranslation of the Greek word
“eon” (used in the New Testament to translate “olam”; the
most accurate translation of this Greek word without adding
a sense to it that is not found in the word itself would be
“age” when you see words that refer to eternity in an
English New Testament, it is always a mistranslation of the
Greek word “eon” (used in the New Testament to translate
“olam”; the most accurate translation of this Greek word
without adding a sense to it that is not found in the word
itself would be “age”) when more loosely-translated,
readability-focused Bible versions translate these words
with English words referring to eternity or endlessness,
they are adding a meaning to the words that is simply not
found in the original languages. One of the reasons
readability-focused translators do this is because there is
no direct equivalent in English of the Hebrew word and
concept of “to/from olam” and there is no adjective
form of “eon” (“eonian”) in English, so the translators just
use an English word such as “eternal” or “forever” that
sounds “normal” in English. These words conveniently fit
with the translators’ preconceived pagan-inherited “hell
mindset”. In fact, pagan ideas about “the afterlife” are the
very reason that words referring to eternity sound
“normal” to modern Christians who have inherited those
ideas. This inaccurate translation work causes confusion.
The words “eternal” and “forever” in English carry the
meaning of “definitely endless” and/or “time without
beginning or end”, while “olam” and “eon” and its forms
simply do not carry that meaning, and this can be easily
proven by examining how the words are used in Scripture.).
If Olam means “forever” then we would still need to
obey the Mosaic law. If you think we need to obey the
Law, we suggest you read Galatians chapter 3.
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Joshua 24:2 And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus,
saith the LORD God of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the
other side of the flood in old time, [even] Terah, the
father of Abraham, and the father of Nachor: and they
served other gods.

The Hebrew olam or the Aramaic alma, both of which
most literally mean something at an immense distance,
on the far horizon, hidden from view, and which are
usually used to mean “age,” or “period of long
duration,” or a time hidden in the depths of the far
past or far future. It can also mean simply an extended
period, and not necessarily a particularly long one,
with a natural term. Terah was a long time ago from
Joshua’s perspective. However, it certainly wasn’t
“forever” ago.

Definition: long duration, antiquity, futurity
1022

Daniel 12:2 And many of them that sleep in the dust of
the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and
some to shame [and] everlasting contempt.

Olam means simply that it’s concealed in
duration. It’s “at or beyond the horizon“. By
definition, the word olam means we can’t know how long
it lasts; we can only know it’s “a very distant time”.
In the context of those who get “olam life” truly, we
can’t know how long “forever” is. By definition, the
meaning of forever defies all attempts to put an exact
number of days/years on it. Thus, a “very distant time”
where we can’t know when it ends fits. For those who
get olam contempt, we can’t know how long it will take
those in the lake of fire to repent for their
wickedness; we only know it will be a long time.
There are other places where olam is used of past
events, but that should suffice for now. The point it
olam does not mean forever. If it did, then how would
you explain the Amalekites being inhabitants of the
land from “forever”. Olam literally means “a very
distant time” (either past or future).
Review: Aidios & Aion Outside the Bible
More uses of both aion and aidios occur outside the
Bible in classic Greek literature. While it’s not a
common word, aidios always used to denote the idea of
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Eternity or forever. In fact, Aristotle uses both
aidios and aion in the same sentence, which is very
interesting. Obviously, we don’t care what Aristotle
says about God, but his use of words tells us something
about what they mean.
Aristotle wrote about “An eternal age pertaining to
God.” Now to add the Greek words so you can see his
use An eternal (Aidios) age (Aion) pertaining to God.
Aristotle uses similar language elsewhere.
In de
Cælo,Aristotle writes:
Obviously, we aren’t concerned with Aristotle
fordoctrine. But notice his use of aion and
aidios. Aidios is clearly eternal, and while aion is
clearly temporary. Aion/aionios appears quite often in
classic Greek literature. Homer used aion 13 times in
the Illiad and the Odyssey, but never in the sense of
forever or eternal. It’s often used to describe a
man’s time (or lifespan = age) on Earth. These uses of
aion are consistent with their use in the
Bible. Nowhere does aion appear to mean forever, as in
a “time without end”. However, aidios means exactly
that. If God wanted to say “eternal punishment”, why
didn’t He? The words in Greek certainly exist, He just
didn’t use them.
Conclusion
The word aion does not mean eternal/forever. The
opinions of five respected Greek Lexicons, it’s usage
in the Bible, plus its usage outside the Bible all bear
this out. It’s obvious from its usage that it doesn’t
have to mean eternal.
However, the Eternal Torment (hell)
position requires aion to mean forever or eternal.
As we've said before, the entire existence of Eternal
Torment rests on only two pillars. One of them is aion
meaning eternal. If aion doesn’t always mean eternal –
every single time – then Eternal Torment rests on a
very shaky foundation indeed.
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Furthermore, if infinite time were needed for God
to make Himself known, then we could never obtain such
knowledge. God never speaks to us in terms such as
eternal, everlasting or forever, since although we
understand the dictionary definitions of these words,
Mankind cannot comprehend experiencing such durations.
The more clarifying use is "age", the English word
"eon" translated from the Greek "aion". This is a
particular period of history. A single eon is not an
endless period of time. The same Greek word cannot mean
ages in one place and forever in another. Ages have to
do with time and plurality, while forever is the
opposite of time and defies duplication.
Strong's Concordance #165
aión: a space of time, an age
Original Word: αἰών, ῶνος, ὁ
Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine
Transliteration: aión
Phonetic Spelling: (ahee-ohn')
Definition: a space of time, an age
Usage: an age, a cycle (of time), especially of the
present age as contrasted with the future age, and of
one of a series of ages stretching to infinity,
depending on the context in which it is used.
The Hebrew equivalent is:
Strong's Concordance #5769
olam: long duration, antiquity, futurity
Original Word: עוֹלם
Part of Speech: Noun Masculine
Transliteration: olam
Phonetic Spelling: (o-lawm')
Definition: long duration, antiquity, futurity
Unfortunately, aion/owlam are frequently
(mis)translated as "world" "forever", "everlasting' or
"Eternity". Many times "for ever" or "for eternity"
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only mean "for the age". In this context, 'forever and
ever' means 'for two ages' and 'forever' means "for the
age, except in Diety contexts where it means 'unto an
age and beyond'. 'Age' never denotes Eternity,
endlessness, time without end, perpetuity of time,
unending or unlimited duration. This is not the true
definition of the word Age. Age is a duration of time
having a beginning and an end. The duration of this
time differs with the context of the Scripture it is
used in. Aionion, the adjective modifies its noun aion
or age and means lasting during the age, or age-lasting.
aion or age = a limited duration of time
aionios or age-lasting = lasting during the age
The words forever, eternal and everlasting mean
ages or 'unto an age and beyond' in Deity contexts.
The words forever, eternal and everlasting are
mistranslations of Greek words, whose stem is 'anion'.
The word 'world' is often grouped with these
mistranslations. In Bible translation there are two
words used for 'world'. One is "kosmos", which refers
to the physical world including the structures and the
inhabitants. The second word is "aion" (Greek: . ανιόν),
which refers to the age.
The material Universe which we call the world
(Greek word "kosmos") is never spoken of as ending. It
is always the Greek word "aion" meaning 'age' that is
spoken of as ending.
The field is the world [Greek "kosmos"] in:
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Matthew 13:38 The field is the world (Kosmos);
the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but
the tares are the children of the wicked [one];

but "the end of the world (Greek 'age') when the
harvest comes in verse 39 is "aion" Matthew 13:39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil;
the harvest is the consummation of the 'world' (age);
and the reapers are the angels.
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The Interlinear Greek/English: 'the harvest is
[the]consummation of the age'
The King James Bible: 'the harvest is the consummation
of the world'
The age ends, but not the world. Again,
understanding comes from context.
<https://richardwaynegarganta.com/Bible%20Threatenings%20Explained.htm>

"The primary meaning of aion is 'life' or
'lifetime'. It is a Latin transliteration from the
koine Greek word αἰών (aion), from the archaic αἰϝών
(aiwon). In Homer it typically referred to life or
lifespan. Its latest meaning is more or less similar to
the Sanskrit word kalpa and Hebrew word olam ............. αἰϝών)
for "age". It is present in words such as longevity and
mediaeval.
"The word aeon, also spelled eon (in American
English), originally meant "life", "vital force" or
"being", "generation" or "a period of time", though it
tended to be translated as "age" in the sense of "ages",
"forever", "timeless" or "for eternity". It is a Latin
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transliteration from the koine Greek word ὁ αἰών (ho
aion), from the archaic αἰϝών (aiwon). In Homer it
typically refers to life or lifespan. Its latest
meaning is more or less similar to the Sanskrit word
kalpa and Hebrew word olam. A cognate Latin word aevum
or aeuum (αἰϝών) for "age" is present in words such as
longevity and mediaeval."
<https://educalingo.com/en/dic-en/aeon>."

The Greek word Aion

The noun aion refers to a period of time, it appears
very improbable that the derived adjective aionios would
indicate infinite duration, nor have we found any evidence
in Greek writing to show that such a concept was expressed
by this term. the noun aion refers to a period of time, it
appears very improbable that the derived adjective aionios
would indicate infinite duration, nor have we found any
evidence in Greek writing to show that such a concept was
expressed by this term.” the sixteenth century, when a guy

named Phavorinus pointed out the fact that it was
theologians who imparted the idea of eternity or endlessness
to the word “eon”, rather than that idea being contained in
the word itself as it was commonly understood in Greek. He
said, “Aiõn, time, also [by association] life, also habit,
or way of life. Aiõn is also the eternal and the endless as
it seems to the theologian.’ the evidence shows that it was
theologians who were not very familiar with Greek who first
started claiming that “eon” and its forms sometimes refer to
eternity, and the meaning of eternity or endlessness was not
found in the word as it was commonly used in Greek until the
theologians whose primarily language was Latin started
artificially adding that meaning to it.
Scholar Ezra S. Goodwin: ‘We have the whole evidence of
seven Greek writers, extending through about six centuries,
down to the age of Plato, who make use of aiõn, in common
with other words; and no one of them ever employs it in the
sense of eternity.’ It is preposterous to say that the
Seventy would render the Hebrew olam by the Greek aiõn and
give to the latter (1) a different meaning from that of the
former, or (2) a different meaning
from aiõn in the current Greek literature. It is selfevident, then, that aiõn in the Old Testament means exactly
what olam means, and also what aiõn means in the Greek
Classics. Indefinite duration is the sense of olam, and it
is equally clear that aiõn has a similar signification…I do
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•

•

not know of an instance in which any lexicographer has
produced the usage of ancient classical Greek in evidence
that aiõn means eternity. Ancient classical Greek
rejects it altogether. Thus, it appears that when the
Seventy began their work of giving the world a version of
the Old Testament that should convey the sense of the Hebrew
Bible, they must have used aiõn in the sense in which it was
then used. Endless duration is not the meaning the word had
in Greek literature at that time. Therefore, the word cannot
have that meaning in Old Testament Greek. Nothing can be
plainer than that Greek literature at the time the Old
Testament was rendered into the Greek Septuagint did not
give to aiõn the meaning of endless duration.”
• Hell is a Mistranslation by John Lilley
In the Bible, when aion is used to describe the eternal
attributes of God, then of course aion means forever,
everlasting or eternal, as correctly translated in these
verses. But Aion can never mean forever, everlasting or
eternal when describing God’s future judgement of
unbelievers The Greek word aionios occurs 71 times in the
New Testament. Aionios is the adjective of the noun aion,
and therefore, the grammatical rule demands
that aionios must also have the same two meanings as aion.
Depending on its context, these are:
A period of time that never ends, meaning forever,
everlasting or eternal – in Deity contexts
OR
A period of time that begins and ends, meaning an age or
age-lasting. – God’s Plan for Mankind is spoken to us in
terms of ages.
There are only a few verses in the New Testament
where aionios can only mean ‘age-lasting’ and not
‘everlasting’, as dictated by its context. We do not know of
an instance in which any lexicographer has produced the
usage of ancient classical Greek in evidence that aiõn means
eternity. the Greek language did not ascribe the meaning of
endless duration to “eon”
and its forms around the 2nd century B.C., then in order to
claim that “eon” and its forms as
used in the New Testament refer to endless duration, you’d
either have to claim that it
suddenly began to be used that way in Greek culture at large
during the two hundred years
or so after the Septuagint was translated, or that the
Biblical writers suddenly began using
the word in their writings in a very different way than the
language and culture around them
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used it. And there is simply no evidence of any such thing.
In fact, the evidence shows the
opposite. I do not know of an instance in which any
lexicographer has produced the
usage of ancient classical Greek in evidence that aiõn means
eternity. Ancient classical Greek
rejects it altogether. Thus it appears that when the Seventy
began their work of giving the
world a version of the Old Testament that should convey the
sense of the Hebrew Bible,
they must have used aiõn in the sense in which it was then
used. Endless duration is not the
meaning the word had in Greek literature at that time.
Therefore the word cannot have that
meaning in Old Testament Greek. Nothing can be plainer than
that Greek literature at the
time the Old Testament was rendered into the Greek
Septuagint did not give to aiõn the
meaning of endless duration.”
It is common practice to base a discussion of the N.T. use of
'aion' upon some association with the Rabbinic concepts of
'this age' and 'the coming age'. This is a useful starting
point for it shows that by N.T. times the concept of
recognizable periods with distinguishing characteristics had
become established in Hebrew thinking and, although the
earliest proven occurrence of the above expressions in
Rabbinic writings belongs late in the first century A.D., the
frequency of N.T. references to 'this aeon', 'the present
aeon', 'that aeon', 'the coming aeon' indicates that the idea
of one age giving place to another was common in both Judaic
and Christian thought. An important question is to determine
what events or developments were regarded as bringing about or
indicating the change over from 'this aeon' to 'the coming
aeon'.
In popular versions translators have frequently used the
word 'world' to render 'aion', thus deleting the time
reference inherent in the original Greek term.
The existence of Eternal Torment rests on two pillars:
The translation of a single word (Aion, and its adjective
form aionios), and the example of “hell” being a burning
trash heap. In this article, we’re going to look at the
Greek word “αἰών” (Aion), and it’s the Greek “aeon” in the
New Testament, which is often translated as “ever,” "world,"
"never," "evermore," "age," and "eternal." adjective form
“αἰώνιος” (aionios). Both of which are often translated
“forever” or “eternal”.
“AEON ē’ ən (αἰών, G172, age). This word, frequently used
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in the NT, and also in the LXX (esp. for Heb. עﯴלָם, H6409),
is used in three ways: (a) The pl. denotes the ages which
represent divisions of time, past and future (e.g. Eph.
2:7; 3:9). God is “the King of ages” (1 Tim 1:17); (b) often
the word denotes a contrast (which goes back to preChristian Jewish apocalyptic) between the present age and
the age to come. The present age is transitory and evil, its
values contrary to those of God; the future age is that in
which God holds undisputed sway (e.g. Mark 10:30); (c) It is
used in phrases which point to an indefinite past (Luke
1:70) or future.
Aeon - Encyclopedia of The Bible - Bible Gateway
The word aion has long troubled translators and
expositors. The King James Version shows this by giving
thirteen different translations of this word ranging from
"ever" to the circumlocution "while the world standeth."
Weymouth (the original translated aion consistently by "age"
and the adjective aionios by "of the ages." Rotherham
used "age" and "age-abiding," but these renderings, while
consistent, provide no help in a search for the truth. An
eon has a beginning and an end. Therefore, an eon is a
period of time. The word aion is used in the New Testament
in the following ways: SINGULAR, as in Matthew 13:39 which
should read "the harvest is the consummation of the eon";
PLURAL, as in Ephesians 2:7 which should read "that among
the eons to come"; DOUBLE SINGULAR, as in Hebrews 1:8 which
should read, "Thy throne O God, is for the eon of the
eon"; SINGULAR with PLURAL, as in Ephesians 3:21 which
should read "to Whom be glory for all the generations of the
eon of the eons"; DOUBLE PLURAL, as in Galatians 1:5
which should read, "to whom be glory for the eons of the
eons." In the study of the word eon, great treasure of
information is opened up to us when we recognize
that aion is the Greek word that the Holy Spirit selected to
represent the Hebrew word olam. The non-investigative reader
of the King James Version is usually inclined to
be satisfied that it means "ever" in the 71 passages where
it is so translated and that it means "world," "age,"
"eternal," and "world without end" in the 51 other
passages where it is so rendered
3i) Below is a valuable study of the Greek word aion:ion.
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<https://www.academia.edu/29892909/_Eternity_Revisited_A_Study_of_the_Greek_W
ord_%CE%B1%E1%BC%B0%CF%8E%CE%BD>
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The Hebrew Owlam/Olam/Olawm is translated into
Greek: Aion/Aionios/Aionion/Aionian/Aionon/Aionas
Strong# 165 & 166.
This Greek word aion (aeon)'s meaning and its
derivatives has suffered and is suffering widespread
mistranslation or it does not accurately reflect the
meaning of the Hebrew Owlam/Olam/Olawm as understood by
the Authors of the Old Testament. This word's
meaning (often taught today) most often incorrectly
focuses on time only. Either time of endless duration
or time of limited duration. To associate this word or
its derivatives with time only or to focus on a time
based definition is not ideal if the word is supposed
to be the equivalent of the Hebrew Olam. Also, if one
truly wants to know the meaning of the Hebrew word Olam
then you would start with an understanding of the
Hebrew language first, not the Greek.
There have been many published attempts by many
different people to define the Hebrew Olam.
Unfortunately, there is no lack of words currently in
use today. Examples include: Forever, Everlasting,
Forevermore, Perpetual, Eternal, Eternity, Age, Eon and
Eonian. All these examples incorrectly emphasize either
endless time or a time of limited duration.
Forever and Everlasting are the most common English
words used in most Bibles today in an attempt to define
the meaning of the Hebrew olam. As previously stated,
these words incorrectly emphasize a time based
definition which makes no common sense if you genuinely
look at some of the Old Testament Scriptures."
< http://www.owlam.com/id4.html>

"Unfortunately, "aion" is frequently
(mis)translated as "world" "ever" or "eternity". Many
times as "for ever" or "for eternity" only mean "for
the age". Knowing this "for ever and ever" means "for
two ages" and "for ever" means "for the age".
"Eternity" inthe New Testament is generally translated
from the Greek word "aionios" whose stem is the Greek
word "aion". The Word of God is proven to be sound and
true
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- without contradiction - by examining the Hebrew. The
Aaronic priesthood is an OLAM priesthood (one that
lasts for a definite period of time - an age) and not
one that endures for an unending length of time.
Leviticus 24:8 Every sabbath he shall set it in order
before the LORD continually, [being taken] from the
children of Israel by an everlasting covenant.

Leviticus 24:8 tells of the Mt. Sinai or Mosaic
covenant as being an everlasting (owlam) covenant yet
this covenant is not everlasting, but it is replaced:
Jeremiah 31:31 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD,
that I will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel, and with the house of Judah:
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prophesies its end with a second and better covenant.
Hebrews 8:6 But now hath he obtained a more excellent
ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a
better covenant, which was established upon better
promises.
- Confirms a better covenant. This seeming
contradiction is resolved by checking the Hebrew words
of the Scriptures. We find in Leviticus 24:8 the word
olam (Strong #5769) is translated erroneously as
everlasting in the King James Version.
◄ 5769. olam ►
Strong's Concordance
olam: long duration, antiquity, futurity
Original Word: עוֹ ָלם
Part of Speech: Noun Masculine
Transliteration: olam
Phonetic Spelling: (o-lawm')
Definition: long duration, antiquity, futurity

The Sinai covenant actually lasted only 1500 years
(age-long) and was not an unlimited duration of time
and was not everlasting. More properly 'owlam', as is
the case in Leviticus 24:8, should never be translated
'everlasting'. The Hebrew word olam literally means
"beyond the horizon." When looking off in the far
distance it is difficult to make out any details and
what is beyond that horizon cannot be seen. This
concept is the olam. The word olam is also used for
time for the distant past or the distant future as a
time that is difficult to know or perceive. This word
is frequently translated as "eternity" meaning a
continual span of time that never ends. In the Hebrew
mind it is simply what is at or beyond the horizon, a
very distant time. A common phrase in the Hebrew is
"l'olam va'ed" and is usually translated as "forever
and ever," but in the Hebrew it means "to the distant
horizon and again" meaning "a very distant time and
even further."
< https://www.ancient-hebrew.org/definition/eternity.htm>
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A translation truer to this concept, one that also
is in harmony with the fact that the Mosaic covenant
was not everlasting is shown below:
Leviticus 24:8 Every sabbath he shall set it in order
before the LORD continually, [being taken] from the
children of Israel by an everlasting covenant.

In the above translation the Mosaic covenant is
recognized to be eonic, (covenant-of eon), not
everlasting, which would be the proper in the context
of Leviticus 24:8. In studying the word olam one sees
that this word is also the descriptive name of a future
period of time, one that is called this because of
its characteristics. For example, in Exodus 15:18 we
read: "Jehovah shall govern for the olam (eon) and
futurity (beyond)."
Exodus 15:18 The LORD shall reign for ever and ever.

Again, in Psalm 45:6 we read: "Thy throne 0 God
is for (in regard to) the olam (eon) and futurity
(beyond)."

That a coming period of time characterized by
certain forces and characteristics should be called
"the olam," presents no problem to one who has learned
from Scripture the truth concerning the coming Kingdom
of God, a period of Divine government produced in its
entirety by the zeal of the LORD of hosts (Isaiah 9:7).
< http://www.godstruthsrecovered.com/olam-and-aion.html>
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3J) NEW TESTAMENT AGES
"The New Testament uses the Greek word "aion" for
"age". By examining the text of the Greek manuscripts
we find the word aionios or age-lasting in place of the
word eternal of the King James Version. First, consider
again Jude 7:
Jude 1:7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities
about them in like manner, giving themselves over to
fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set
forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of
eternal fire.
The fire is "eonian-aioniou (aioniou is a form of
anion) ," (see below) not because of its endless
duration, rather because of its eternal results complete consumption of the wicked.

"The destruction of Sodom and the surrounding
cities is still apparent to all who visit the region.
In this way these cities are experiencing the justice
of eonian fire. The fire has long ceased but its
effects will remain and testify to God's judgment until
the close of this eon, after which Sodom shall return
to her former estate (Ezek.16:53-56)" (Concordant
Commentary of the New Testament, p.376)
The destruction of Sodom and her surrounding cities
was evidently visible in as early as the first century
and well-remembered. In this way, they were
experiencing eonian fire. The fire has long ceased but
its effects will remain and testify to God’s judgment
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until the close of this eon, after which Sodom will
return to her former estate and even more majestic.
Note that the phrase “eternal fire” does actually mean
a fire that burns for eternity. However, the one time
we see the term used and described at all, it is used
to describe destruction and a period of burning that is
temporary. Those subject to this everlasting fire do
not themselves burn for eternity. Likewise, the same
words are mistranslated as "eternal fire" in Matthew
18:8, 25:41 Matthew 18:8 Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend
thee, cut them off, and cast [them] from thee: it is
better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed,
rather than having two hands or two feet to be cast
into everlasting fire.
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Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the
left hand, Depart from, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:

- refer to fires that are of finite duration (eonian
(age-lasting)), not eternal. Moreover, since Matthew
25:41 refers to the devil's finite punishment, his
punishment of Revelation 20:10, "into the ages of the
ages" must also be finite, but is often deceptively
translated "forever and ever".
Some contend that Jesus was teaching eternal
torment by describing the lake of fire as “the eternal
fire.” (The true translation is eonian fire.) Yet this
is simply a name for and description of the lake of
fire which was “prepared for the devil and his angels”
as their eternal habitation (verse 25:41). As pointed
out earlier, these wicked, rebellious angels possess
unconditional immortality and therefore must be exiled
to exist somewhere for all eternity. What else can God
possibly do with such evil, irredeemable creatures that
can never die? The lake of fire, signifies literal
everlasting destruction for ungodly people, not eternal
conscious torment. The nature of the lake of fire is
such that it kills those who are mortal and torments
those that are immortal, not forever, but eonian (agelong) - a finite period of time.
In Matthew 25, the fiery judgment is extended to
eonian proportions in order to preserve Israel during
the era of the kingdom. Within the terms of the account,
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it seems certain that the ones in view for whom this
“fire” is said to be made ready are “the adversary” and
its associated “messengers”, — political advocates or
exponents, envoys (accredited representatives) or other
protagonists who had spoken against Israel. These will
therefore be chastened accordingly in the day of the
Lord.
The “adversary” is not a proper noun; it by no
means is always used in reference to the great spirit
being, Satan (e.g., 1 Tim.3:11; 2 Tim.3:3; Titus 2:3).
During the thousand years, he is confined in the
“submerged chaos”
Revelation 20:3 And cast him into the bottomless pit,
and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he
should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand
years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be
loosed a little season.

◄ 12. abussos ►
Strong's Concordance
abussos: boundless, bottomless
Original Word: ἄβυσσος, ου, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: abussos
Phonetic Spelling: (ab'-us-sos)
Definition: boundless, bottomless
Usage: the abyss, unfathomable depth, an especially Jewish conception, the home of the dead
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and of evil spirits.
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
from alpha (as a neg. prefix) and bussos = buthos
Definition
boundless, bottomless

(Rev.20:3; abussos, simultaneous submerge, “the abyss
beneath the water level,” Keyword Concordance, p.291).
It is therefore impossible to identify Satan as the
“adversary” which is in view in Matthew 25:41 or
otherwise to include him in this judgment of the
nations. Diabolos (“adversary”), used here in Matthew
25:41, is a noun, dative, masculine, singular. Autou
(“his”), literally, is “of him,” or, “of it” (of-SAME;
the relative pronoun; genitive, masculine, third person,
singular). The fact that these two words are both
masculine in gender merely signifies grammatical
agreement. It has no bearing on translation, much less
on interpretation.
Aggelois (“messenger”) is sometimes used of mortal
men (e.g., John the Baptist; Matt.11:10). The word
speaks of one’s office, not of one’s nature. Though it
is often used of celestial couriers, this is not its
meaning. It simply refers to one who carries, or
propounds, a message, regardless of his own nature or
the character of his message.
"Matthew 25:31-46, somehow speaks of ourselves and
the gospel of our salvation by grace is a clear index
of the depth of the prevailing darkness concerning
God’s true grace. For we enter into eonian life and at
a far higher level and in a much more glorious way than
these “sheep” nations — solely as the objects of God’s
grace, apart from any consideration of our works. Yet
they do so as a reward for their works. Yet, even so,
for these very nations, this allotment was made ready
for them “from the disruption of the world”
(Matt.25:34). Since it was essential nonetheless for
them to qualify for this allotment, it is evident that
they only acted as Israel’s benefactors because Yahweh
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Elohim directed their steps to do so (cf Prov.16:9).
There is no “free will” here. There was no risk
involved, no human independence. God alone will be
glorified in that day.
This severing of the nations occurs at the
unveiling of Jesus Christ, at the beginning of the
Millennium (cp Matt.24:29,30; 25:31); the Great White
Throne is after the Millennium (Rev.20:7,11). It is on
the Earth, in the valley of Jehoshaphat (cf Joel 3:2);
not at a time when heaven and Earth flee and no place
is found for those who stand before the great white
throne (Rev 20:11,12). It concerns only the living
nations of that day; yet those who stand before the
throne are the rest of the dead following the
Millennium (cp Rev. 20:5). It concerns living nations,
not dead individuals roused for judgment. Its basis is
the respective nations’ characteristic treatment of the
Jews corporately, not every detail of each sinner’s
life who has ever lived considered individually. Its
consequence is the dividing of the nations of the earth
into those blessed and cursed with respect to the
millennium, not the condemnation of the unbeliever to
the second death which occurs at a much later time."
<https://www.concordant.org/expositions/death-and-judgment/eonian-fire-judging/>

Revelation 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the
1043

beast and the false prophet [are], and shall be
tormented day and night for ever and ever.

"The phrase εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων (eis tous aiōnas
tōn aiōnōn) above, often translated as “forever
and .ever”* or something similar, (See section 2b) but
literally meaning “unto the ages of the ages” — and the
related ὁ αἰὼν τῶν αἰώνων (ho aiōn tōn aiōnōn), “the age of
the ages,” represent something like the Hebrew le-olam
va-ed (“unto an age and beyond”) or le-olameiolamim (“unto ages of ages”). More important here
however, the age to which many uses of
both aiōn and aiōnios refer is clearly theolam haba, “the Age to come”: the age or world of God that is
coming to this earth, the Age of the Kingdom or of that
reality now hidden in God."
The phrase “the ages of the ages” used in
Revelation 20:10 is a phrase that uses the same speech
convention as “king of kings”, referring to the
greatest of a group. So “ages of the ages” refers to
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the greatest ages of a group of ages - the Age of the
Kingdom. Satan, the antichrist and the false prophet
will be tormented during the greatest period of the
ages of human history planned by God (see later where
we explain the five ages of human history) until the
consummation of His goal for Mankind (to be “all in
all”, 1 Cor. 15:20-28). Satan , the antichrist and the
false prophet will be tormented during the greatest
period of the ages of human history planned by God
until the consummation of His goal for mankind (to be
“all in all”, 1 Cor. 15:20-28)
All ages/eons have an ending. Here is scriptural
proof that all of the eons end:
1Corinthians 10:11 Now all these things happened unto
them for ensamples: and they are written for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.

'ends of the world' → 'consummation of the eons'
'“Now all this befalls them typically. Yet it was
written for our admonition, to whom the consummations
of the eons have attained” (Concordant Literal New
Testament).
(Weymouth New Testament) All this kept happening to
them with a figurative meaning; but it was put on
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record by way of admonition to us upon whom the ends of
the Ages have come.
So, as we stated, it should be understood that
where “for ever and ever” is in Bibles really means
“for the eons of the eons”, which are the last two eons
(or ages) to come. Since there are eons to come and we
are living in the present wicked eon (age) (Gal.1:4),
it stands to reason that this aion (eon) or age in
which we live cannot be unending. This is because it
must end before the eons which are to come can begin.
Since there is more than one aion (eon) to come after
this one, the next one must have both a beginning and
an end as well.
Review: "The phrase (Revelation 20:10) 'εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας
τῶν αἰώνων' (eis tous aiōnas tōn aiōnōn) is often
translated as “forever and ever” or something similar,
but literally meaning “unto the ages of the ages”. More
important here, however, the age to which many uses of
both aiōn and aiōnios refer is clearly the olam haba, “the Age to come”, the age or world of God that is
coming to this earth, the Age of the Kingdom or of that
reality now hidden in God. In the Greek of the New
Testament, this is often rendered as ὁ αἰὼν ἐρχόμενος (ho
aiōn erchomenos), “the coming age,” or ὁ μέλλων αἰών (ho
mellōn aiōn), “the age about to come,” or, more simply
and mysteriously, ἐκεῖνος αἰών (ekeinos aiōn), “that age.”
And that coming age must be distinguished from the olam
ha-zeh, “this present age,” which in Greek is οὗτος
καιρός (houtos kairos) or οὗτος αἰών (houtos aiōn), “this
time” or “this age”; orἐνεστὼς καιρός (enestōs kairos)
or ἐνεστὼς αἰών (enestōs aiōn), “the present time” or “the
present age”; or ὁ νῦν αἰών(ho nyn aiōn), “the age now.”
It is almost certainly the case that in the New
Testament, and especially in the teachings of Jesus,
the adjective aiōnios is the equivalent of something
like the phrase le-olam, but also the case that it
cannot be neatly discriminated from the language of
the olam ha-ba without losing something of the
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theological depth and religious significance it
possessed in the time of Christ."
<THE NEW TESTAMENT A TRANSLATION by David Bentley Hart

'What saith the Scriptures' regarding ages of the
ages? Since Christ's reign ends (1 Cor.15:25),
1Corinthians 15:24 Then [cometh] the end, when he
shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the
Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all
authority and power.
1Corinthians 15:25 For he must reign, till he hath put
all enemies under his feet.

" Verse 24, “Then cometh the end.” Three. (the third
part of the first resurrection. Christ reigns on earth
1,000 years, and when he says, “This is the first
resurrection,” it has to include the Rapture. So, it
has three parts.)
Now, a lot later there, Paul talks about the Lord
delivering up the kingdom to the Father out in eternity,
but still at the end of verse 25 it says, “For he must
reign, till,” which shows the end is at the beginning
of his reign. So, when Christ comes to sit on the
throneof David and reign over the Earth at Jerusalem,
the first resurrection has to be over, and the first
resurrection has three parts. Here’s how we know that.
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Turn to Revelation 20, and notice that the Bible
doesn’t mention the first resurrection until Christ
comes back to reign. The Bible never calls the Rapture
of the Church the first resurrection. The first
resurrection isn’t mentioned until the beginning of the
Millennial reign."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S. 1 - 2 Corinthians
Commentary
His reign is "into the ages of the ages" (Rev.11:15)
Revelation 11:15 And the seventh angel sounded; and
there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms
of this world are become [the kingdoms] of our Lord,
and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.

His reign cannot be for ever and ever. Nor can
"ages of the ages" (eons of the eons) be for ever and
ever, since they end along with Christ's reign for the
"ages of the ages".
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So, if torment is "to" or "till" a certain age,
then it ends before that age starts, so it is not for
ever and ever. If torment is "for" (eis) "the remotest
age", that does not necessarily mean it lasts for the
entire duration of that age, even if the age is endless.
If torment is "into the ages of the ages", the torment
makes entrance into those ages, not necessarily
throughout the entire duration of them. Therefore, the
torment "into the ages of the ages" (e.g. Rev.20:10) is
a finite period of time. From other Scriptures it is
clear that the torment ends.
5 More Scriptural evidences that ages of ages end:
(1) The smoke going up forever and ever (literally,
into the ages of the ages, Rev.19:3)
Revelation 19:3 And again they said, Alleluia. And her
smoke rose up 'for ever and ever' 'into the eons of the eons'.

which is finite in duration. For the fire as the source
of the smoke will cease burning after the city is
"utterly burned" and found no more.
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Revelation 18:8 Therefore shall her plagues come in
one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall
be utterly burned with fire: for strong [is] the Lord
God who judgeth her.

Revelation 18:21 And a mighty angel took up a stone
like a great millstone, and cast [it] into the sea,
saying, Thus with violence shall that great city
Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no more at
all.
Also, the old Earth passes away,
Revelation 21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth:
for the first heaven and the first earth were passed
away; and there was no more sea. so how would the city
continue to smoke "for ever and ever"?
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(2) The saints reign
Revelation 22:5 And
they need no candle,
Lord God giveth them
ever and ever.

for "the ages of the ages"
there shall be no night there; and
neither light of the sun; for the
light: and they shall reign for

But this is only until all rule and all authority are
abolished.
1Corinthians 15:24 Then [cometh] the end, when he
shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the
Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all
authority and power.
Consequently, one interpretation of the phrase
"forever and ever" in Revelation 22:5 is that it is of
finite duration.
(3) Christ reigns "for the ages of the ages" (eons of the eons).
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Revelation 11:15 And the seventh angel sounded; and
there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms
of this world are become [the kingdoms] of our Lord,
and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.

Since His reign is "till" He gives up the kingdom,
1Corinthians 15:25 For he must reign, till he hath put
all enemies under his feet.
1Corinthians 15:26 The last enemy [that] shall be
destroyed [is] death.
His reign for "the ages of the ages" (eons of the eons)
(above) is thus temporary, as is "the ages of the ages"
related to it.
Thus, "the ages of the ages regarding torment of
the devil should not be endless.
(5) Comparing Rev.20:10 with Matthew 25:41, Jesus said
the future of the devil & his angels is fire eonian
(Mt.25:41, 46), mistranslated everlasting or "eternal
fire" in Bible versions (e.g. KJV). Fire eonian is
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also associated with the fire that burnt Sodom (Jude 7).
That fire is not eternal & its effects will last only
until Sodom is restored (Ezekiel 16).
Ezekiel 16:55 When thy sisters, Sodom and her
daughters, shall return to their former estate, and
Samaria and her daughters shall return to their former
estate, then thou and thy daughters shall return to
your former estate.
So evidently in the Millennium Samaria (the
Northern kingdoms) and Sodom - those areas will be
reestablished. Not necessarily the people that died under
the judgment - they all went and died and went to
Sheol/Hades. But the places themselves will be returned.
'former estate' - conditions such as lands, wealth, etc.
- not necessarily the individual people.
'then thou' - 'You're not getting it out any quicker
than they are. You're not getting back into God's grace
any more than they did.' That's what the Jews here kept
thinking - that God wasn't going to really punish them
as badly as some of the rest.
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Thus, there is a Scriptural basis for taking the
same phrase, 'fire eonian', which also occurs in
Matthew 25:41 & 18:8, as referring to a fire that is of
finite duration. Likewise, with "into eons of the eons"
in Rev.20:10,which also refers to the devil's eonian

(age related) (Mt.25:41) punishment associated with
fire. So the devil's eonian related punishment by fire
in both Mt.25:41 & Rev.20:10 is finite. Therefore, the
period "the eons of the eons" (Rev.20:10) must end. And
thus, the devil's torments "into the ages of the ages"
(the eons of the eons) ends. Consequently, the
mistranslation "forever and ever" in Rev.20:10 & 14:11
refers to a finite period of time, with a beginning
and an end.
NOTE: When the devil or the beast and the false prophet
were thrown in the lake of fire, we read no word about
a second death. However, when human beings are thrown
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in there, it says second death.
Summary
- eonian fire is finite (Jude 7)
- eonian fire is the devil's punishment (Mt .25:41)
which is equal to his punishment in Rev.20:10
therefore his punishment is finite and his
torment for the eons of the eons is finite andthe
eons of the eons themselves are finite.
The Greek phrase” 'eonian fire' is mistranslated as
'eternal fire' by translators with pagan views.
Similarly, “eonian chastisement” has been transformed
into “eternal punishment'.
Words that refer to eternity in an English New
Testament, are always a mistranslation of the Greek
word “eon” (used in the New Testament to translate
“olam”; the most accurate translation of this Greek
word without adding a sense to it that is not found in
the word itself would be “age”).
When more loosely-translated, readability-focused
Bible versions with English words referring to eternity
or endlessness, they are adding a meaning to the words
that is simply not found in the original languages. One
of the reasons readability-focused translators do this
is because there is no direct equivalent in English of
the Hebrew word and concept of “to/from olam” and there
is no adjective form of “eon” (“eonian”) in English, so
the translators just use an English word such as
“eternal” or “forever” that sounds “normal” in English.
These words conveniently fit with the translators’
preconceived pagan/inherited “hell mindset”. In fact,
pagan ideas about “the afterlife” are the very reason
that words referring to eternity sound “normal” to
modern Christians who have inherited those ideas. This
inaccurate translation work causes confusion. The words
“eternal” and “forever” in English carry the meaning of
“definitely endless” and/or “time without beginning or
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end”, while “olam” and “eon” and its forms simply do
not carry that meaning, and this can be easily proven
by examining how the words are used in Scripture.
It's the consequences of the fire eonian that are
eternal
Now, one might initially say that fire always
destroys and burns things up, so wouldn’t all fire that
burns something be “'eternal' fire” by that standard?
However, while the literal log or piece of paper burned
up can never be remade (except by the power of God).
Typically, when a building or city are burned, they are
rebuilt. But if Sodom and Gomorrah are never rebuilt,
this couldn't explain Jude’s use of “eternal fire.” A
fire of judgment in the Bible typically burns only
until its 'job' is completed. It is quite obvious that
Sodom is not still burning today. Sodom and Gomorrah
are possibly located under or adjacent to the shallow
waters south of Al-Lisān, a former peninsula in the
central part of the Dead Sea in Israel that now fully
separates the sea's northern and southern basins.
The use of “Eternal” Fire in the Dead Sea Scrolls
"It is also quite noteworthy that the Dead Sea
Scrolls use the Hebrew equivalent of “eternal fire” to
describe a destroying fire.
"Be thou cursed in all works of thy guilty ungodliness!
May God make of thee an object of dread by the hand of
the avengers of vengeance! May he hurl extermination
after thee by the hand of all the executioners of
judgment! Cursed be thou, without mercy, according to
the darkness of thy deeds. Be thou damned in the night
of eternal fire!" (1 QS 2:2-8). A. Dupont-Sommer,
trans., Essene Writings from Qumran, (Meridian Books,
1967).'
According to the writer of the document, 'eternal'
fire is something that leads to extermination (and also
it is extermination that ostensibly can happen in the
course of a night, not throughout eternity).
It must be noted that the Dead Sea Scrolls are
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written in Hebrew, not Greek, and so the extent to
which we can appeal to parallels in the use of language
between the Dead Sea Scrolls and the New Testament is
limited. But while the parallel is not as ideal, as if
it were the same actual term in the same language. It
is very telling that the general idea of what in
English we would call “eternal” fire was used in the
biblical era to describe destruction, not the eternally
ongoing burning of the people in the fire. This serves
as one more reason to see “eternal” fire as describing
a destructive fire, and not one of "eternal" torment."
<http://rethinkinghell.com/2018/08/27/what-the-bible-actually-says-about-eternal-fire-part-1/>

The Greek word aionou* in Jude 7 below is
translated as eternal in some verses is translated as
world and century in others. How a word can mean
eternal and world and century at the same time? Some
translations bring also age, but still translates
eternal when referring to hell.
*"Aioniou" is the singular form of the adjective of the
Greek noun "aion." Many people unfamiliar with the
Greek do not realize that the endings of the same word
change to indicate its mood, case, gender, etc.
Therefore, "aionion" may appear with different endings.
"Aionion, aioniou, aionios," for example, are all
different inflections of the adjective form of the noun
"aion." The noun "aion" in Greek literature has always
meant "an indeterminate period of time.
Jude 1:7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities
about them in like manner, giving themselves over to
fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set
forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of
eternal fire.

1057

With a proper rendering of aionou (aion) as eonian
we now have harmony of events. The cities of Sodom and
Gomorrha were on fire and smoldered only during that
Age or length of time that combustible materials
remained to burn.
When "eternity" or "everlasting" or "for ever" are
translated from the Hebrew "olam" or the Greek "aion"
they usually mean a period of time with a beginning and
an end. There are still some Christians who mistakenly
accept "eternal" hellfire as non-ending, literally, for
ever. Actually it means "until the age". This is when
'eternity' ends."
<

http://www.find-truth.com/end/ever.html>

The general rule is if the Greek PLURAL word aionas (or its
grammatical derivatives) is directly ATTACHED to the
subject/object of God/Jesus/Holy Spirit/Heaven etc. it
represents in most cases “unto an age and beyond”)... Ages
that just keeps on coming without end.
The Hebrew word owlam literally means "beyond the horizon."
When looking off in the far distance it is difficult to make out
any details and what is beyond that horizon cannot be seen. This
concept is the olam. The word olam is also used for time for the
distant past or the distant future as a time that is difficult
to know or perceive. This word is frequently translated as
"eternity" meaning a continual span of time that never ends. In
the Hebrew mind it is simply what is at or beyond the horizon, a
very distant time. A common phrase in the Hebrew is "l'olam
va'ed" and is usually translated as "forever and ever," but in
the Hebrew it means "to the distant horizon and again" meaning
"a very distant time and even further."
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<https://www.ancient-hebrew.org/definition/eternity.htm>

Hebrews 11:3 Through faith we understand that the
worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things
which are seen were not made of things which do appear.

Kosmos/kosmeo gives the English words cosmos (the
ordered universe), so this probably explains why
'anionas' (anion) is falsely being translated as
'universe' here. Interestingly, the word cosmetics also
comes from cosmos; what a woman uses to get her face
'in order'.
Anion also refers to an era or period of time.
Consider that the stem aion is often translated as
'world' rather than 'age' and often it istranslated as
'forever', everlasting' or 'eternal'.
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1Corinthians 2:6 Howbeit we speak wisdom among them
that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor
of the princes of this world, that come to nought:

<https://thoughtsoftreasure.org/frame-your-world>

The Interlinear Greek/English:
the age'
The King James Bible: 'yet not
world'
The Interlinear Greek/English:
The King James Bible: 'princes
•

'wisdom however not of
the wisdom of this
'rulers of the age'
of this world*'

*The Greek word for world ‘kosmos’ is not present
in this verse.
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1Timothy 1:17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal,
invisible, the only wise God, [be] honour and glory for
ever and ever. Amen.

The Interlinear Greek/English: 'to the ages of the ages'
The King James Bible: 'for ever and ever'
Since the Greek translated [here as] "for ever and
ever" (eis tous aionas ton aionon) is only used by the
New Testament writers* and is not to be found anywhere
outside of the Bible, it is understandable that the
translators would have struggled to understand it.
These situations are summarized in the table below.
*JH Thayer: Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon of the New
Testament Edition. 4 © Baker Book House Co. Grand
Rapids Michigan
"If the Greek words eis tous aionas ton aionon mean
endless time, as translated in the KJV, 'forever and
ever,' we have a contradiction in Scripture."
- Dr. William Barclay
Windet, in De Vita Functora Statu, of 1633 says (p.
170), "eis tous aionas ton aionon, of the New Testament
meant a finite period."
"The phrase εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων (eis tous aiōnas tōn aiōnōn)—often
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translated as “forever and ever” or something similar, but literally meaning “unto
the ages of the ages”—and the related ὁ αἰὼν τῶν αἰώνων (ho aiōn tōn aiōnōn),
“the age of the ages,” represent something like the Hebrew le-olam va-ed (“unto an
age and beyond”) or le-olamei-olamim (“unto ages of ages”). More important here,
however, the age to which many uses of both aiōn and aiōnios refer is clearly
theolam ha-ba, “the Age to come”: the age or world of God that is coming to this
earth, the Age of the Kingdom or of that reality now hidden in God. In the Greek
of the New Testament, this is often rendered as ὁ αἰὼν ἐρχόμενος (ho aiōn
erchomenos), “the coming age,” or ὁ μέλλων αἰών (ho mellōn aiōn), “the age about
to come,” or, more simply and mysteriously, ἐκεῖνος αἰών (ekeinos aiōn), “that
age.”
<The New Testament by David Bentley Hart>

"Eis tous aionas is accusative plural, "for the
eons," or "for the ages," and these words are not
"forever and ever," which are in the singular. The word
ton is the genitive plural article, and in our syntax
should be translated "of the." In this Greek clause,
there is no word that means "and," as the Greek
conjunction kai; "and," is not in this clause. The word
aionon is the genitive plural of the noun aion, and the
genitive plural in this syntax should be translated
"eons," or "ages;" hence ton aionon, "of the eons."
Anyone can study these words and see that "forever and
ever" is not a good translation of these Greek words.
As eis is used in this clause and as eis involves a
movement or development toward a goal, this clause
cannot mean endlessness."
< https://www.tentmaker.org/books/asw/Chapter5.html>

__________________________________________________________________________________

|||

Bible Verses
in Question

The text of the King James Version

Matthew 6:13

glory for (ever)

Matthew

in the (world)
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The text of the
Greek Manuscripts
ever or AIONAS not
in oldest
manuscripts.
AIONAS in late
century manuscripts.
in this the AIONI or

12:32
Matthew
13:22
Matthew
13:39
Matthew
13:40
Matthew
13:49

care of this (world)
end of the (world)
end of this (world)
end of the (world)

Matthew 18:8 into (everlasting) fire
Matthew
19:16
Matthew
19:29
Matthew
21:19

may have (eternal) life
inherit (everlasting) life
hence forward for (ever)

Matthew 24:3 end of the (world)
Matthew
25:41
Matthew
25:46
Matthew
25:46
Matthew
28:20

into (everlasting) fire
into (everlasting) punishment
into life (eternal)
end of the (world)

Mark 3:29

forgiveness "to the age"

Mark 3:29

of (eternal) damnation

Mark 4:19

cares of this (world)
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age
care of the AIONOS
or age
end of the AIONOS
or age
end of the AIONOS
or age
end of the AIONOS
or age
the fire the
AIONION or agelasting
may have life
AIONION or agelasting life
life AIONION or
age-lasting
produced to the
AIONA or age
end of the AIONOS
or age
the fire the
AIONION or agelasting
AIONION or agelasting
into life AIONION
or age-lasting
end of the AIONOS
or age
forgiveness, to the
AIONA or age
of AIONION or agelasting
cares of the AIONOS
or age

Mark 10:17

inherit (eternal) life

Mark 10:30

in the (world) to come

Mark 10:30

to come (eternal) life

Mark 11:14

hereafter for (ever)

Luke 1:33

house of Jacob for (ever)

Luke 1:55

his seed for (ever)

Luke 1:70

since the (world) began

Luke 10:25

inherit (eternal) life

Luke 16:8

children of this (world)

Luke 16:9

(everlasting) habitation

Luke 18:18

inherit (eternal) life

Luke 18:30

the (world) to come

Luke 18:30

life (everlasting)

Luke 20:34

this (world) marry

Luke 20:35

obtain that (world)

John 3:15

have (everlasting) life

John 3:16

have (everlasting) life

John 3:36

hath (everlasting) life

John 4:14

never thirst, "to the age"
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AIONION or agelasting I may inherit
in the AIONI or age
to come
life AIONION or
age-lasting
to the AIONA or age
Jacob to the
AIONAS or age
him even to
AIONOS or age
of those from
AIONOS or age
life AIONION or
age-lasting
sons of the AIONOS
or age
AIONIOUS or agelasting
life AIONION or
age-lasting
the AIONI or age
life AIONION or
age-lasting
the AIONOS or age
this marry
the AIONOS or age
that to obtain
have life AIONION
or age-lasting
have life AIONION
or age-lasting
has life AIONION or
age-lasting
not may thirst to the
AIONA or age

John 4:14

into (everlasting) life

John 4:36

unto life (eternal)

John 5:24

hath (everlasting) life

John 5:39

ye have (eternal) life

John 6:27

unto (everlasting) life

John 6:40

have (everlasting) life

John 6:47

hath (everlasting) life

John 6:51

shall life for (ever)

John 6:54

hath (eternal) life

John 6:58

shall live for (ever)

John 6:68

words of (eternal) life

John 8:35

house for (ever)

John 8:35

Son abideth (ever)

John 8:51

see death. "to the age"

John 8:52

of death. "to the age"

John 9:32

Since the (world) began

John 10:28

them (eternal) life

John 10:28

never perish, "into the age"
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into life AIONION
or age-lasting
for life AIONION or
age-lasting
has life AIONION or
age-lasting
life AIONION or
age-lasting
into life AIONION
or age-lasting
have life AIONION
or age-lasting
has life AIONION or
age-lasting
shall live into the
AIONA or age
has life AIONION or
age-lasting
shall live into the
AIONA or age
words of life
AIONION or agelasting
house to the AIONA
or age
Son abides to the
AIONA or age
see to the AIONA or
age
taste of death to the
AIONA or age
from the AIONOS or
age
life AIONION or
age-lasting
perish into the

John 11:26

shall (never) die

John 12:25

unto life (eternal)

John 12:34

Christ abideth for (ever)

John 12:50

is life (everlasting)

John 13:8

(never) wash my feet

John 14:16

with you for (ever)

John 17:2

give (eternal) life

John 17:3

And this is life (eternal)

Acts 3:21

since the (world) began

Acts 13:46

unworthy of (everlasting) life

Acts 13:48

ordained to (eternal) life

Acts 15:18

beginning of the (world)

Romans 1:25 who is blessed for (ever)
Romans 2:7

immortality (eternal) life

Romans 5:21 unto (eternal) life
Romans 6:22 the end (everlasting) life
Romans 6:23 is (eternal) life
Romans 9:5

God blessed for (ever)
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AIONA or age
die into the AIONA
or age
into life AIONION
or age-lasting
Christ abides into the
AIONA or age
life AIONIOS or
age-lasting
the feet of me into
the AIONA or age
with you into the
AIONA or age
life AIONION or
age-lasting
and this is the
AIONIOS or agelasting
from AIONOS or age
of the AIONION or
age-lasting
life AIONION or
age-lasting
known from
AIONOS or age
into the AIONAS or
ages
life AIONION or
age-lasting
into life AIONION
or age-lasting
life AIONIOS or
age-lasting
life AIONIOS or
age-lasting
praise into the

Romans 11:36 be glory for (ever)
Romans 12:2 conformed to this (world)
Romans 16:25 since the (world) began
Romans 16:26 of the (everlasting) God
Romans 16:27 Jesus Christ for (ever)
1 Corinthians
1:20
1 Corinthians
2:6
1 Corinthians
2:6
1 Corinthians
2:7
1 Corinthians
2:8
1 Corinthians
3:18
1 Corinthians
8:13
1 Corinthians
10:11
2 Corinthians
4:4
2 Corinthians
4:17

the disputer of this (world)
wisdom of this (world)
princes of this (world)
ordained before the (world)
princes of this (world)

AIONAS or ages
the glory for the
AIONAS or ages
conform yourselves
to the AIONI or age
in times of AIONIOS
or ages
of the AIONIOU or
age-lasting God
glory for the
AIONAS or ages
disputer of the
AIONOS or age
of the AIONOS or
age
rulers of the
AIONOS or age
before the AIONON
or ages
rulers of the
AIONOS or age

wise in this (world)

in the AIONI or age

the (world) standeth

to the AIONA or age

the (world) are come

the AIONON or ages

(world) hath blinded
(eternal) weight of glory

2 Corinthians
not seen are (eternal)
4:18
2 Corinthians
(eternal) in the heavens
5:1
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AIONOS or age, this
blinded
AIONION or agelasting
not being seen
AIONIA or agelasting
AIONION or agelasting in heavens

2 Corinthians
blessed for (evermore)
11:31
Galatians 1:4 this present evil (world)
Galatians 1:5 glory for (ever) and (ever)
Galatians 6:8 reap life (everlasting)
Ephesians
1:21

only in this (world)

Ephesians 2:2 according to the (course)
Ephesians 2:7 That in the ages
Ephesians 3:9 beginning of the (world)
Ephesians
3:11
Ephesians
3:21

the (eternal) purpose
Jesus throughout all (ages),

Ephesians
3:21

(world without end).

Ephesians
6:12

of this (world)

Philippians
4:20

glory for (ever) and (ever)

Colossians
hid from ages
1:26
2
Thessalonians (everlasting) destruction
1:9
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blessed for the
AIONAS or ages
present AIONOS or
age of evil
AIONAS of
AIONON or ages of
the ages
reap life AIONION
or age-lasting
only in the AIONI or
age
according to the
AIONA or age
in the AIONI or ages
from the AIONON or
ages
plan of the AIONON
or ages
Jesus to all the
generations
of the AIONOS of
the AIONON
or of the Age of the
Ages.
world or AIONOS
not in oldest
manuscripts.
AIONOS in late
century manuscripts.
AIONAS of the
AIONON or ages of
the ages
hid from the
AIONON or ages
destruction
AIONION or agelasting

2
Thessalonians (everlasting) consolation
2:16
1 Timothy
life (everlasting)
1:16
1 Timothy
the King (eternal)
1:17
1 Timothy 1:
17
1 Timothy
6:12
1 Timothy
6:16

glory for (ever) and (ever)
hold on (eternal) life
and power (everlasting)

2 Timothy 1:9 the (world) began
2 Timothy
2:10
2 Timothy
4:10

with (eternal) glory
loved this present (world)

2 Timothy
4:18

glory for (ever) and (ever)

Titus 1:2

The hope of (eternal) life

Titus 1:2

before the (world) began

Titus 2:12

this present (world)

Titus 3:7

hope of (eternal) life

Philippians
1:15

receive him for (ever)

Hebrews 1:2

he made the (worlds)

Hebrews 1:8

is for (ever) and (ever)
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consolation
AIONIAN or agelasting
life AIONION or
age-lasting
now King of the
AIONON or ages
AIONAS of the
AIONON or ages of
the ages
AIONION or agelasting life
AIONION or agelasting
AIONION or agelasting
with glory AIONION
or age-lasting
loved the present
AIONA or age
AIONAS of the
AIONON or ages of
the ages
life AIONION or
age-lasting
times AIONION or
age-lasting
the present AIONI or
age
life AIONION or
age-lasting
so that AIONION or
age-lasting
the AIONAS or ages
he made
AIONA of the

Hebrews 5:6

a priest for (ever)

Hebrews 5:9

author of (eternal)

Hebrews 6:2

and of (eternal) judgment

Hebrews 6:5

the (world) to come

Hebrews 6:20 high priest for (ever)
Hebrews 7:17 priest for (ever)
Hebrews 7:21 priest for (ever)
Hebrews 7:24 he continueth (ever)
Hebrews 7:28 consecrated for (evermore)
Hebrews 9:12 obtained (eternal) redemption
Hebrews 9:14 the (eternal) Spirit
Hebrews 9:15 of (eternal) inheritance
Hebrews 9:26 the end of the (world)
Hebrews 11:3 the (worlds) were framed
Hebrews 13:8 today and for (ever)
Hebrews

(everlasting) covenant
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AIONOS or age of
the ages
a priest for the
AIONA or age
of salvation
AIONIOU or agelasting
of judgment
AIONIOU or agelasting
coming AIONOS or
age
for the AIONA or
age
priest for the AIONA
or age
priest for the AIONA
or age
for the AIONA or
age
AIONA or age
having been
perfected
AIONIAN or agelasting redemption
Spirit AIONIOU or
age-lasting
AIONIOU or agelasting inheritance
an end of the
AIONON or ages
adjusted the
AIONAS or ages
and for the AIONAS
or ages
covenant AIONIOU

13:20
Hebrews
13:21

glory for (ever) and (ever)

1 Peter 1:23

and abideth for (ever)

1 Peter 1:25

Lord endureth for (ever)

1 Peter 4:11

for (ever) and (ever)

1 Peter 5:10

his (eternal) glory

1 Peter 5:11

dominion for (ever) and (ever)

2 Peter 1:11

(everlasting) kingdom

2 Peter 2:17

reserved for (ever)

2 Peter 3:18

now and for (ever)

1 John 1:2

that (eternal) life

1 John 2:17

abideth for (ever)

1 John 2:25

even (eternal) life

1 John 3:15

hath (eternal) life

1 John 5:11

to us (eternal) life
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or age-lasting
AIONAS of the
AIONON or ages of
the ages.
for ever or AIONA
not in oldest
manuscripts. AIONA
in late century
manuscripts.
abides to the AIONA
age
AIONAS of the
AIONON or ages of
the ages
into the AIONION or
age-lasting
AIONAS of the
AIONON or ages of
the ages
AIONION or agelasting kingdom
ever or AIONA not
in oldest manuscript.
AIONA in late
century manuscripts.
of an AIONOS or
age
life the AIONION or
age-lasting
abides for the
AIONA or age
AIONION or agelasting
has life AIONION or
age-lasting
life AIONION or
age-lasting

1 John 5:13

ye have (eternal) life

1 John 5:20

and (eternal) life

2 John 1:2

with us for (ever)

Jude 1:7

vengeance of (eternal) fire

Jude 1:13

of darkness for (ever)

Jude 1:21

unto (eternal) life

Jude 1:25

both now and (ever)

Revelation 1:6 dominion for (ever) and (ever)
Revelation
1:18

I am alive for (evermore)

Revelation 4:9 who liveth for (ever) and (ever)
Revelation
4:10

Liveth for (ever) and (ever)

Revelation
5:13

Lamb for (ever) and (ever)

Revelation
5:14

liveth for (ever) and (ever)

Revelation

our God for (ever) and (ever)
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life AIONION or
age-lasting
life AIONIOS or
age-lasting
for the AIONA age
of fire AIONION or
age-lasting
darkness for AIONA
or age
life AIONION or
age-lasting
for all the AIONAS
or ages
AIONAS of the
AIONON or ages of
the ages
AIONAS of the
AIONON or ages of
the ages
AIONAS of the
AIONON or ages of
the ages
AIONAS of the
AIONON or ages of
the ages
AIONAS of the
AIONON or ages of
the ages
ever and ever or
AIONAS and
AIONON not in
oldest manuscripts.
AIONAS and
AIONON appears in
the late century
manuscripts.
AIONAS of the

7:12
Revelation
10:6

liveth for (ever) and (ever)

Revelation
11:15

reign for (ever) and (ever)

Revelation
14:6

the (everlasting) gospel

Revelation
14:11

ascendeth up for (ever) and (ever)

Revelation
15:7

liveth for (ever) and (ever)

Revelation
19:3

up for (ever) and (ever)

Revelation
20:10

night for (ever) and (ever)

Revelation
22:5

reign for (ever) and (ever)

AIONON or ages of
the ages
AIONAS of the
AIONON or ages of
the ages
AIONAS of the
AIONON or ages of
the ages
glad tidings
AIONION or ages
lasting
AIONAS of
AIONON or ages of
ages rises up
AIONAS of the
AIONON or ages of
the ages
AIONAS of the
AIONON or ages of
the ages
AIONAS of the
AIONON or ages of
the ages
AIONAS of the
AIONON or ages of
the ages

<http://www.findtruth.com/end/mistranslations.html>
Understanding the words forever, eternal and
everlasting in the New Testament
"It is often assumed that the New Testament words
forever, eternal or everlasting refer to an infinite
chronological time period rather than a dispensation or
age. The Greek word aion and its adjective aionios may
be translated as forever and everlasting in the English
language, but its essence means age or dispensational
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period (to us it would seem as if some ages last
forever). Example, the same Greek word in Revelation
20:10 has been translated as world in Matthew 12:32;
13:22, 39, 40, 49; 24:3; 28:20; Mark 3:29; 4:19; 10:30;
Luke 1:70; 16:8; 18:30; 20:34, 35; Acts 3:21; 15:18;
Romans 12:2; 1 Corinthians 1:20; 2:6, 7, 8; 3:18; 8:13;
10:11; Galatians 1:4; Ephesians 1:21; 2:2; 3:9, 21;
6:12; 1 Timothy 6:17; 2 Timothy 4:10; Titus 2:12;
Hebrews 1:2; 9:26; 11:3.
The correct translation of the Greek word aion and
its adjective aionios should be age (eon) or ages
(eons) and it refers to a section of dispensation
throughout God’s creation of the ages. The English
language has no 100% rendering of the translation and
struggles between age, ages, age to age, world, ever,
forever, etc. There is a beginning of ages and an end
of ages (Matthew 13:39-40; John 9:32; Acts 3:21; 15:18;
Ephesians 3:9). There are many ages to come – Ephesians
2:7. (We will discuss some of these verses in detail.)
It would be presumptuous of us to assume that the Bible
contains all the revelation of the many ages yet to
come and that preceded us. In fact the Bible, in
between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 1:2, possibly sweeps
through millions of years (the gap theory) and it is
obvious that Revelation 21:1 deals with the ushering in
of the new heaven and new earth only speaks as an
introduction of another new dispensation or age for
Mankind.
Revelation 21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a new
earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were
passed away; and there was no more sea.
It would be presumptuous of us to assume that it
stops there, knowing that there will be human relations
with other worlds and possibly other dimensional parts
of the Universe in the millions of ages to come. Our
God is an infinite God beyond our present finite
comprehension."
<The Spiritual World by Peter Tan>

</https://sbicconnect.com/download-peter-tan-book-collection/>
1074

Additional Information - Aionios: What It Really Means
Word meaning changes over time. This is natural. To
understand an old word, two methods may be employed:
knowing a word's roots (etymology), and studying its
usage to determine if the intended meaning adheres to
its etymology. Many words we use today do adhere to the
etymology. For example, the English name 'Christian'
has remained consistent through the ages. As with the
word "aionios" when we break it down, the term means
"pertaining to Christ" or "of Christ." Here are more
examples:
Pertaining to - 'ian':
eon

eon - ian

Christ
Edward

Christ ian
Edward ian

Armen ian
Orwell Orwell
ian
histor history
ian
eon - ian
eon
The English language doesn't have an actual
adjective for "age" as being "ageian" or "eon" as being
"eonian." The Hebrew language doesn't have an adjective
for olam either. But, the Greek language does. In
considering the parts of the Greek aionios, it is
formed from two: aion (age) and the suffix -ios
(pertaining to). Thus, aionios means pertaining to aion
or pertaining to ages.
Example: In ancient Greek texts - notably in Homer - a
man's hometown would be part of his name. The suffix ios would signify which town by modifying it into an
Armenia
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adjective. Thus, "Ajax son of Telamon" translates to
"Aias Telamwvios." The English is the same: if a man is
from Italy, he is an Italian.
Dr. Marvin Vincent, a notable New Testament scholar,
in Word Studies of the New Testament wrote the
following regarding aion:
"The period which includes the whole time of each
one's life is called the aion (eon) of each one." (Peri
Ouravou, i.9, 15) Hence, it often means the life of a
man, as in Homer, where one's life (aion) is said to
leave him or consume away (Iliad. v. 685; Odessy. v.
160). It is not, however, limited to human life;
Aion signifies any period in the course of events,
as the period or age before Christ in the flesh; the
period of the Millennium (the 1000 year reign of Christ
to come) or the mythological period before the
beginnings of history. The word has not a "stationary
and mechanical value" (De Quincey). It does not mean a
period of a fixed length for all cases. There is one
aion of a human life, another of the life of a nation,
another of a crow's life, another of an oak's life."
As was stated in this document, the length of the
aion depends on the subject to which it is attached.
It is sometimes translated "world," with "world"
representing a period or a series of periods of time.
(See Matthew 12:32, Matthew 13:40-49; 1 Corinthians.
1:20, 1 Corinthians. 1:20, Ephesians 1:21). Similarly
the worlds, the Universe, the aggregate of the ages or
periods, and their contents which are included in the
duration of the world. (1 Corinthians 2:7; 1
Corinthians 10:11; Hebrews 1:2; Hebrews 9:26; Hebrews
11:3).
The word aion (eon) always carries the notion of
time, and not of Eternity [where a mistranslation Bible
proclaims there is no time]. It always means a period
of time. Otherwise it would be impossible to account
for the plural, or for such qualifying expressions as
this age, or the age to come.It does not mean something
endless or everlasting. The adjective aionios in like
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manner carries the idea of time. Neither the noun nor
the adjective, in themselves,carry the sense of endless
or everlasting." (pp. 58-59, vol. IV, Vincent's Word
Studies of the New Testament).
The word aionios is composed of aion + ios which
means, as demonstrated before, "pertaining to aion"
God is "aionios" which means God pertains to the ages."
For example, Psalm 90:1-2:
Psalms 90:1 <<A Prayer of Moses the man of God.>> Lord,
thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations.
Psalms 90:2 Before the mountains were brought forth,
or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even
from everlasting to everlasting, thou [art] God.
Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou
hadst formed the earth and the world, even from
everlasting to everlasting, thou [art] God.

Here ‘everlasting’ is a mistranslation of ‘owlam’.
- 'From (owlam ad owlam, (age to age)), Thou [art]
God.' From everlasting to everlasting is nonsensical.
The Jewish Greeks who translated the Hebrew into Greek
translated it "from eon unto eon You are El" (below):
απο του αιωνος εως του αιωνος συ ει.
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"The Greek word αἰων (aion) is an awkward
translation of the Hebrew word olam, and the study of
this Hebrew word olam will throw light on the meaning
of αἰων. Most modern writers appear to be completely
ignorant of this and simply state that olam means the
same as αἰων and then give the matter no further
consideration. The phrases traditionally translated for
ever (and ever) and eternal are indefinite in length
and may be limited or unlimited according to their
context.
The idea, strongly propagated by A E Knoch and
accepted blindly by many others, that αἰων can or should
be translated consistently by the word eon (or age) is
totally untenable. “The very idea that any Greek or
Hebrew word should always be translated by the same
word in English (or any other language) is contrary to
every principle of language. The Greek word (anion) αἰων
is used in the NT to translate the Hebrew word olam,
and based on the various meanings of olam I make the
following suggestions:
• The phrase normally translated for ever (or for the
age) means to the limit of our sight and is
indefinite in duration.
• The phrase translated for ever and ever (or for
ages of ages) means to the limit of our sight and
beyond.
• The phrase translated from of old (or from the age)
means from the limit of our sight (backwards).
• The adjective αἰωνιος rather than eternal,
everlasting or age-lasting means outside the limit
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of our sight, and must be translated in different
ways according to its context."
<

http://www.growthingod.org.uk/aion-and-olam.htm>

"The Greek aion in the New Testament corresponds to the
Hebrew olam of the Old Testament. Both words usually
depend on a preposition (for example, ad olam and eis
ton aionon are rendered "forever"). In some contexts,
olam and aion are translated "age" ("world" in the AV).
The Greek chronoi may also mean "ages."
<

https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/age-ages/>

"The Hebrew word olam means 'in the far distance'.
When looking off in the far distance it is difficult to
make out any details and what is beyond that horizon
cannot be seen. This concept is the olam. The word olam
is also used for time for the distant past or the
distant future as a time that is difficult to know or
perceive. This word is frequently translated as
eternity or forever but in the English language it is
misunderstood to mean a continual span of time that
never ends. In the Hebrew mind it is simply what is at
or beyond the horizon, a very distant time. A common
phrase in the Hebrew is "l'olam vaed" and is usually
translated as "forever and ever" but in the Hebrew it
means "to the distant horizon and again" meaning "a
very distant time and even further" and is used to
express the idea of a very ancient or future time. The
Hebrew olam va-ed and the Greek equivalent term
yielding “for the eons of the eons” then convey the
idea of terminable (coming to an end after a certain
term), though chronologically indefinite and unrevealed
duration.
Of course, "everlasting to everlasting" makes no
sense, but the KJV translators inserting it. Yet, the
meaning is made clear via "all generations." David
often spoke of the generational presence of God, not as
a way to speak to his nature of immortality, which the
Bible also affirms, but olam speaks to his continual
presence with Man over time, from age to age.
The simple, basic truth is that classical Hebrew,
the Hebrew of the Old Testament Scriptures, has no term
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that carries the concept of "Eternity". Rev. John
Wesley Hanson, in his book Translated Everlasting –
Eternal in the Holy Bible, Shown to Denote Limited
Duration (1875), provides a quote from Professor Knapp,
supposedly the author of the best edition of the Greek
testament: "The pure idea of eternity is too abstract
to have been conceived in the early ages of the world,
and accordingly is not found expressed by any word in
the ancient languages. But as cultivation advanced and
this idea became more distinctly developed, it became
necessary in order to express it to invent new words in
a new sense, as was done with the words eternitas,
perennitas, etc. The Hebrews were destitute of any
single word to express endless duration. To express a
past eternity they said before the world was; a future,
when the world shall be no more.... The Hebrews and
other ancient people have no one word for expressing
the precise idea of eternity."
J.W. Hanson, in talking about scholar Ezra S.
Goodwin further stated that Goodwin patiently and
candidly traced this word through the Classics, finding
the noun frequently in nearly all the writers, but not
meeting the adjective until Plato, its [apparent]
inventor, used it. [Goodwin] states, as the result of
his protracted and exhaustive examination from the
beginning down to Plato, ‘We have the whole evidence of
seven Greek writers, extending through about six
centuries, down to the age of Plato, who make use of
aiõn, in common with other words; and no one of them
ever employs it in the sense of eternity.’ It is
preposterous to say that the Seventy would render the
Hebrew olam by the Greek aiõn and give to the latter (1)
a different meaning from that of the former, or (2) a
different meaning from aiõn in the current Greek
literature. It is self-evident, then, that aiõn in the
Old Testament means exactly what olam means, and also
what aiõn means in the Greek Classics. Indefinite
duration is the sense of olam, and it is equally clear
that aiõn has a similar signification...I do not know
of an instance in which any lexicographer has produced
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the usage of ancient classical Greek in evidence that
aiõn means eternity. Ancient classical Greek rejects it
altogether. Thus, it appears that when the Seventy
began their work of giving the world a version of the
Old Testament that should convey the sense of the
Hebrew Bible, they must have used aiõn in the sense in
which it was then used. Endless duration is not the
meaning the word had in Greek literature at that time.
Therefore the word cannot have that meaning in Old
Testament Greek. Nothing can be plainer than that Greek
literature at the time the Old Testament was rendered
into the Greek Septuagint did not give to aiõn the
meaning of endless duration."
Josephus, who lived in the first century A.D., used
the word “eonian” to talk about periods of time such as
the imprisonment of a man by the Romans (the
imprisonment obviously did not last forever).
The period of time between when God gave Moses the law
to his own writing (obviously not an “endless” or
“eternal” period of time), and the time which Herod’s
temple stood (the temple had been destroyed by the time
Josephus was writing):
See "The Complete Works of Falvius Josephus". Josephus
obviously did not consider anionios to be
"everlasting," seeing that he uses the word to
represent the period of time between the giving of the
law of Moses and that of his own writing [clearly not
an eternity]. He also assigns aionios to the period of
imprisonment of the tyrant John by the Romans [clearly
he was not imprisoned for an eternity], and also for
the period during which Herod's temple stood [since
Herod's temple was not even standing at the time
Josephus wrote, it too proves that Josephus did not
mean 'eternity' when he wrote 'aionios'].
<https://bible-truths.com/aeonion.htm>
Ancient writings, other than the Scriptures, show
how aion and aionios were used in the ordinary affairs
of that time period. Long ago in Rome, periodic games
were held. These were referred to as "secular" games.
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Herodian, who wrote in Greek about the end of the
second century A.D., called these aionios, "eonian,"
games. In no sense could those games have been eternal.
Gustav Adolf Deissman gives this account: "Upon a
lead tablet found in the Necropolis at Adrumetum in the
Roman province of Africa, near Adolph Carthage, the
following inscription, belonging to the early third
century, is scratched in Greek: 'I am adjuring Thee,
the great God, the eonian, and more than eonian
(epaionion) and almighty...' If by eonian, endless time
were meant, then what could be more than endless time?"
The tablet, as is shown not only by its place of
origin (the Necropolis of Adrumetum belongs to the
second and third centuries, A.D.; the part in which the
tablet was found is fixed in the third), but also by
the character of the lettering, is to be assigned to
the third century, that is — to determine it by a date
in the history of the Greek Bible — about the time of
Origen." (p.279)
In the Apostolical Constitutions*, a work of the
fourth century A.D., it is said, kai touto humin esto
nomimon aionion hos tes suntleias to aionos, "And let
this be to you an eonian ordinance until the consummation
of the eon." Obviously there was no thought in the
author's mind of endless time.
*A pseudo-Apostolic collection, in eight books, of independent, though
closely related, treatises on Christian fourth-century discipline, worship,
and doctrine, intended to serve as a manual of guidance for the clergy, and
to some extent for the laity.

Saint Gregory of Nyssa speaks of anionios diastema,
"an eonian interval." How many intervals do you know of
that are "endless" or "eternal?"
Saint Chrysostum, in his homily on Eph. 2:1-3, says
that, "Satan's kingdom is aeonian; that is, it will
cease with the present world."
Saint Justin Martyr, in the Apol. (p. 57), used the
word aionios repeatedly: aionion kolasin...all ouchi
chiliontaete periodon, "eonian chastening but a period,
not a thousand years," or as some translate this clause
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"but a period of a thousand years only." Hence, to
Justin Martyr, aionios was certainly not "endless.
"It does not seem to have been generally considered by
students of this subject that the thought of endless
duration is comparatively a modern conception. The
ancients, at a time more recent than the dates of the
Old Testament, had not yet cognized the idea of endless
duration, so that passages containing the word applied
to God do not mean that he is of eternal duration, but
the idea was of indefinite and not unlimited duration.
I introduce here a passage from Professor Knapp, or
Knappius, the author of the best edition of the Greek
Testament known, and one in use in many colleges and
ranks as a scholar of rare erudition. He observes:
The pure idea of eternity is too abstract to have been
conceived in the early ages of the world, and
accordingly is not found expressed by any word in the
ancient languages. But as cultivation advanced and this
idea became more distinctly developed, it became
necessary in order to express it to invent new words in
a new sense, as was done with the words eternitas,
perennitas, etc. The Hebrews were destitute of any
single word to express endless duration. To express a
past eternity they said before the world was; a future,
when the world shall be no more. . . . The Hebrews and
other ancient people have no one word for expressing
the precise idea of eternity."
< THE GREEK WORD AION -- AIONIOS, TRANSLATED Everlasting -- Eternal in the holy bible, shown to denote limited DURATION
BY REV. JOHN WESLEY HANSON, A.M. Editor of THE NEW COVENANT
CHICAGO: NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSALIST PUBLISHING HOUSE 1875>

.

Josephus shows that aionios did not mean endlessness,
for he uses it of the period between the giving of the
law to Moses and that of his own writing; to the period
of the imprisonment of the tyrant John by the Romans; and
to the period during which Herod's temple stood. The
temple had already been destroyed by the time Josephus
was writing.
Dr. Nigel Turner, in his book, Grammatical Insights
into the N.T., says (p. 91), "eis involves a movement for
development toward a goal." If eis means as far as, to
1083

the extent of, or a movement or development toward a goal,
then it cannot be used with words meaning endless or
unlimited time.

This shows us that the word “eonian” was normally
used to refer to finite periods of time in the first
century A.D.
Consider the use of olam in Ecclesiastes 3:11 Ecclesiastes 3:11 He hath made every [thing] beautiful
in his time: also he hath set the world in their heart,
so that no man can find out the work that God maketh
from the beginning to the end.

(AV): 'he hath set the world in their heart'
Greek: 'he has put obscurity in their hearts'
The point to note is that “olam” did not take on
this meaning of “world” until somewhere in the middle
or late Second Temple period.
Notice that, although the word 'eternity' is not
used in the KJV, the subject of the verse is actually
time in the beginning to the end. Other translations
use the words knowledge, understanding, world, or
obscurity, the latter lining up the most with the
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meaning of olam. Consider these translations:
"The whole He hath made beautiful in its season; also,
that knowledge. He hath put in their heart without
which man findeth not out the work that God hath done
from the beginning even unto the end." (Ecclesiastes
3:11 YLT
"Rotherham's Emphasized Bible uses the word
'intelligence' to read:
"Also, intelligence hath he put in their heart without
which men could not find out the work which God hath
wrought."
Obviously, this gives a different meaning to this
verse; note how the subject is placed in the positive,
not the negative. Intelligence was given to Man so that
he could figure out what God was doing, not to keep it
hidden from him. This is a rather appealing
interpretation. However, it must be left to the reader
to discern if it is the proper interpretation based on
the generally accepted meaning of the word olam.
However, it seems that one translation actually gets it
right, at least as far as olam being defined as "
'obscurity' is concerned."
"He has made everything fitting in its season; however,
He has put obscurity [olam] in their heart so that the
man not find out His work, that which the One, Elohim,
does from the beginning to the terminus. "
(Ecclesiastes 3:11 CLV)
This actually makes more sense in light of the
context of the verse, which, by the way, is time or
seasons, beginning to end. Simply, Solomon, who had
great wisdom and knowledge from God, also knew that
some things relative to what God has done and is doing
in time from beginning to end are obscure to Man. Can
anyone truly say that they understand all that God has
done since He began to make the ages through His Son?"
Given all this, perhaps, He has also set the ages.
[olam] in their heart is an appropriate way to
translate this, especially in light of the context.
Simply, God set the ages in Man's heart so that he
could not figure out everything that God has done or
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will do before and beyond the ages, as well as in the
ages. This should remind us of something Paul quoted
from Isaiah 64:4:
Isaiah 64:4 For since the beginning of the world [men]
have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither hath
the eye seen, O God, beside thee, [what] he hath
prepared for him that waiteth for him.
What Solomon saw as obscure, Paul saw as a mystery.
The difference between the two men is that the mystery
of the ages was revealed to Paul.
<http://www.kingdomandglory.com/art/art57.pdf>

There are phrases that carry this concept, such as
"without end", but there is not a single word that
carries the concept of Eternity as there is in English.
The Hebrew word olam itself simply means "long
duration," "antiquity," "futurity", "until the end of a
period of time." That period of time is determined by
the context. Sometimes it is the length of a man's life,
sometimes it is an age, and sometimes it is a
dispensation. The second thing to keep in mind is that
there are two Hebrew forms of olam. The first form is
le-olam, which means "unto an age." And the second form
is ad-olam, which means "until an age." However,
neither of these forms carry the English meaning of
"forever." Although it has been translated that way in
English, the Hebrew does not carry the concept of
eternity as the English word "forever" does.
So, rather than a timeless Eternity, or an endless
span of time, olam refers to a time in the distance,
where the ending is not yet known (obscure). This does
not mean that the time frame will never end, for as we
have seen "from olam to olam," he is God. This is why
in the Old Testament, as with Psalm 90, we frequently
see the word "olam" associated with "generations."
<https://jewishroots.net/library/anti_missionary_objections/how_long_is_forever.html>

Psalm 90:1 <<A Prayer of Moses the man of God.>> Lord,
thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations.
Does this say that the Lord has been our dwelling
place in all everlastings? No, it doesn’t and it
wouldn’t make sense if owlam was translated as
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'everlasting' just like it doesn’t make sense in Psalm
90:2:
Psalms 90:2 Before the mountains were brought forth,
or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even
from everlasting to everlasting, thou [art] God.

The problem with the above interpretation is in the
Hebrew language the word 'owlam' doesn’t mean
everlasting or any word similar to everlasting. It
requires the addition like 'ad' (above) to 'satisfy'
everlasting.
Ad olam - Orthodox Jewish Bible Glossary Ad-olam is often translated as “forever”, but literally
means “unto ... or “into the age” or “throughout the
age".
So, "There really is no word in Hebrew that
naturally means “eternity,” either temporal or
atemporal, or any word that naturally means “forever”;
the claim occasionally made by champions of the
received view — that both aiōn and olam in scripture
mean 'eternal' typically rather than defectively — is
not merely logically impossible to verify, but simply
false. Behind aiōn lies olam (if we confine ourselves
to the Hebrew forms) and behind various constructions
of aiōn lie corresponding constructions of olam. For
instance, εἰς τὸν αἰῶνα (eis ton aiōna) - often translated
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as 'forever' but literally meaning 'unto the age' or
'until the age' or 'into the age' or 'throughout the
age” - is the equivalent of le-olam or ad-olam (“unto
the age' or 'until the age'."
<David Bentley Hart, The New Testament: A Translation>
Young’s Literal Translation has Psalm 90:2
translated this way;
Psalm 90:2 Before mountains were brought forth, And
Thou dost form the earth and the world, Even from EON
UNTO EON Thou [art] God.

In connection with the context of the whole chapter
of Psalm 90 in reference to time, owlam translated as
age is obviously appropriate. There is no doubt that
the meaning of the Hebrew word `owlam' here means age.
In fact:
"It is gravely asked whether we have any proper
word for eternity in Scripture, in the sense, that is,
in which we ordinarily understand the word "eternity."
For even this the eccentricity of a few learned men
would take from us by an etymological sleight of hand
which is scarcely creditable to them. “Eternal" is
"aeviternal" — age-lasting. So aionios, Dr. Farrar
tells us, is "translated rightly and frequently by
'eternal,' and wrongly and unnecessarily by
'everlasting'." - Eternal Hope," Preface, 34.
<https://www.stempublishing.com/authors/FW_Grant/FWG_Future_State26.html>

'It only means "lasting ever" and an evergreen is not a
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tree green to all eternity, but a tree continuously
green during its life."
- Hist. Doctrine Script. Retribution," p. 128
Jukes, in his book "Restitution of All Things,"
goes a good way further. He contends that these ages of
which Scripture speaks and of which the heathen writers
understood nothing, refer to "Christ's mediatorial kingdom,
which is 'for the ages of ages,' and must yet be 'delivered
up to the Father, that God may be all in all (1 Corinthians
15:28).
The "ages of ages" does not mean what we think of
as "forever".
“The age of the ages,” represent something like
the Hebrew le-olam va-ed (“unto an age and beyond”)
or le-olamei-olamim (“unto ages of ages”). More
important here, however, the age to which many uses of
both aiōn and aiōnios refer is clearly theolam haba, “the Age to come”: the age or world of God that is
coming to this earth, the Age of the Kingdom or of that
reality now hidden in God. In the Greek of the New
Testament, this is often rendered as ὁ αἰὼν ἐρχόμενος (ho
aiōn erchomenos), “the coming age,” or ὁ μέλλων αἰών (ho
mellōn aiōn), “the age about to come,” or, more simply
and mysteriously, ἐκεῖνος αἰών (ekeinos aiōn), “that age.”
And that coming age must be distinguished from the olam
ha-zeh, “this present age,” which in Greek is οὗτος
καιρός (houtos kairos) or οὗτος αἰών (houtos aiōn), “this
time” or “this age”; orἐνεστὼς καιρός (enestōs kairos)
or ἐνεστὼς αἰών (enestōs aiōn), “the present time” or “the
present age”; or ὁ νῦν αἰών(ho nyn aiōn), “the age now.”
It is almost certainly the case that in the New
Testament, and especially in the teachings of Jesus,
the adjective aiōnios is the equivalent of something
like the phrase le-olam, but also the case that it
cannot be neatly discriminated from the language of
the olam ha-ba without losing something of the
theological depth and religious significance it
possessed in the time of Christ. New Testament scholars
as theologically diverse as Marcus Borg and N. T.
Wright have suggested that translators might do well in
many or most instances to render aiōnios as “of the age
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to come”; in fact, in Wright’s own translation of the
New Testament he does just this wherever he deems it
appropriate (though his resolve inexplicably deserts
him at the crucial juncture of Matthew 25:46). I have
not quite followed suit. Somewhat more vaguely, perhaps,
I have generally rendered aiōnios as “of” or “in”
either “that Age” (ekeinos aiōn) or “the Age,” using
the unqualified noun alone to suggest a long, if
indeterminate, duration, but using the uppercase letter
to suggest something of its eschatological or
otherworldly resonance. Only in a few cases, where the
context warrants, have I used a different rendering.
Wherever the word aiōnios appears in the text in a
distinctive construction, I have indicated the fact in
a footnote, for clarity’s sake."
<THE NEW TESTAMENT A TRANSLATION by David Bentley Hart>

"Forever" or "forever and ever" mean something like
an infinite future time or from now to the unending
future (or from now to the end of time).
"Ages of Ages" means the Great Age of the future
Kingdom (New Heavens and New Earth, dread and glorious
Second Coming, the 8th day of the week, the "day that
the Lord hath made", etc. And not just the time line
running head endlessly. Thus there are 3 "time" periods
1. now
2. ever (the future running on until the end of time)
3. ages of ages (when time and our age has ended and a
new Age, the Great Age of God's future Kingdom shall
come to pass) thus however one translates it.
<http://www.byzcath.org/forums/ubbthreads.php/topics/355454/Unto%20ages%20of%20ages>

"The 'ages,' therefore (Jukes says), are periods in
which God works, because there is evil and His rest is
broken by it, but which have an end and pass away, when
the work appointed to be done in them has been
accomplished. The 'ages,' like the 'days' of Creation,
speak of a prior fall: they are the 'times' in which
God works, because He cannot rest in sin and misery.
His perfect rest is not in the 'ages,' but beyond them,
when the mediatorial kingdom, which is 'for the ages of
ages,' is delivered up, and Christ, by whom all things
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are wrought in the ages, goes back to the glory which
He had 'before the age-times'.
There is in the Old Testament a way of expressing
absolute Eternity, which seems fully to recognize the
inadequacy of olam definitely to express it by itself.
This is by the addition to it of a word which may be
taken as "and yet": "for the olam and yet," showing
that beyond the olam there is a conception of time
possible and actual. This phrase occurs some fourteen
times in the Old Testament, and in one instance only it
may have a more limited meaning, Psalm 104:5 and here
has a Diety context, so we go by the nature of that to
which it is applied."
https://www.stempublishing.com/authors/FW_Grant/FWG_Future_State26.html>

Psalms 104:5 [Who] laid the foundations of the earth,
[that] it should not be removed for ever.

How do you define forever - continually eternal…
always everlasting… Hebrew has two main words that
capture this concept of forever, ad/ed and olam. In
fact, you often see these words together. Forever and
ever is olam wa’ed (Hebrew is read right to left). That
is the situation of Psalm 104:5 This verse has a Deity
context, so 'forever' belongs in this context. Both
words usually depend on a preposition (for example, ad
olam and 'eis ton aionon' are rendered "forever").
“The crowning proof that the idea of endlessness is
foreign to olam is afforded by the phrase ‘for ever and
ever.’ The English reader may suppose the second ‘ever’
to be the same word as the first. But it is not. The
Hebrew is wa'ed. As the Septuagint translates it, ‘and
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still,’ and as the translators have so rendered it in
scores of places, we will translate it ‘beyond’ or
‘further.’ Now, if olam meant endlessness as some say
it does, why reinforce it by adding ‘beyond’? Nor is
this all. Further study discloses that even olam va'ed
(translated as ‘for ever and ever’) does not refer to
infinitude. Consider:
Psalms 119:44 So shall I keep thy law continually for
ever and ever.

'for ever and ever' → the Hebrew actually means 'for
eon and futurity'.
"As the Lord plainly indicates the passing away of the
law (Matthew 5:17,18), it follows that law observance
is over once the law is done away. The terminal point
of the Ages is hidden from the ancient prophets.
Beyond the era of Israel’s restoration they see dimly
a farther stretch. But it is too distant to discern
the faintest outline or catch a feeble glimmer of its
glory. As a huge orb of light appears to a spectator
myriads of miles away a mere tiny speck, remote
futurity to the Hebrew seers is a far-off, vague,
indistinct something which they style as beyond. It
was reserved for the apostle to the nations to observe
the age of ages at close range and unveil its
consummative glory in his own marvelous unfoldings.”
" The Hebrew olam va-ed, (for eon and futurity (above))
and its Greek equivalent “for the eons of the eons”
then convey the idea of terminable, though
chronologically indefinite and unrevealed duration.
The idea of the nouns (olam, or aiõn) is always “[for
the] duration” of that which is in view. The duration
which is in view must always be judged from the context,
or from the nature of things, otherwise known.
Therefore, the adjectival idea is, “of or pertaining to
the duration (of that which is in view).” In some cases,
especially in the Hebrew Scriptures, the duration which
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is in view (whether used of the past or future) is not
at all referring to the epochal eons (i.e., those eons
which, abiding for long periods, correspond to the
system [or world] which, during any certain time,
prevails on earth; e.g., Eph.2:2). ... The primary
epochal usage of olam, points to the Messianic kingdom,
which is of one thousand years’ duration. Yet when the
words “and further” are added, we are brought to the
period of which Isaiah prophesies (Isa.66:22), the
period which Peter confirms (2 Peter 3:13) and John
sees in vision (Rev.21, 22), the epochal new heavens
and new earth."

< https://www.concordant.org/expositions/the-eons/eon-indefinite-duration-part-one/>

In the light of the above now consider
Exodus 21:6 Then his master shall bring him unto the
judges; he shall also bring him to the door, or unto
the door post; and his master shall bore his ear
through with an aul; and he shall serve him for ever.

Strong's Concordance #5769
olam: long duration, antiquity, futurity
Original Word: עוֹ ָלם
Part of Speech: Noun Masculine
Transliteration: olam
Phonetic Spelling: (o-lawm')
Definition: long duration, antiquity, futurity
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NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
from an unused word
Definition
long duration, antiquity, futurity

As we see in the case of the Hebrew bondsman
(Exodus 21:6 above), the word le’olam ( )עוֹלםdoes not
really mean “forever” in the sense of something which
continues without limit. Rather, the word le’olam
denotes a very long period of time, but nonetheless
hasan end point. That said, when the word le’olam is
paired with the words netzach, selah, or va’ed, those
words must add some meaning to the amount of time
denoted by the word le’olam (because otherwise the dual
wording would be superfluous). From this, the Talmud
derives that the words netzach, selah, and va’ed must
refer to a greater length of time than the word olam
does, concluding that those words mean “forever”.
Rabbi Avraham ben Ezriel of Vienna (a 13th century
authority on liturgy) confines the Talmud’s assertion
to instances where these three words appear alongside
the word olam, but the Maharsha understands that the
Talmud means to extrapolate the meaning of those words
in all instances.
Also consider:
Ecclesiastes 1:4 [One] generation passeth away, and
[another] generation cometh: but the earth abideth for
ever.

Note: As we said, in the case of the Hebrew bondsman
(Exodus 21:6 above), the word le’olam ( )עוֹלםdoes not
really mean “forever” in the sense of something which
continues without limit. Rather, the word le’olam
denotes a very long period of time, but nonetheless has
an end point.
Definition: long duration, antiquity, futurity
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le-olam 5769
le-olam means "unto an age". We must keep in mind is
that the word olam, le-olam, or ad-olam, sometimes
means only up "to the end of a man's life" (his Death).
In this verse this is entirely consistent with Romans
6:23.
Will the earth abide for ever - No and yes.
2Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come as a
thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass
away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt
with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that
are therein shall be burned up.
'melt' - God rearranged the atoms. That's all the new
body is - God rearranging the structure, etc. and
giving you one that will defy all the laws of the curse
(and the spiritual power to go with it).
Then He'll create a new heaven and a new earth Revelation 21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth:
for the first heaven and the first earth were passed
away; and there was no more sea.
But it looks as if He'll create the new heaven and the
new earth of the elements that He destroyed the old one
with, so in essence, the same elements are there. So in
a sense the earth will abide, but in a diff state. The
correct Greek of Ecclesiastes 1:4 says that this
present earth will no longer exist during the final eon.
‘When you Burn Something, It Simply Changes Form'
"H. Buys comments on how adherents of literal
everlasting destruction place great emphasis on the
fact that the figure of “fire” is used in the Bible to
describe the second death, “and fire, they point out,
always destroys… But the fact is that when you burn
something it is not annihilated, it simply changes
form”.
<https://www.truthaccordingtoscripture.com/documents/death/myth-of-eternal-torture/chapter6.php#.Xzca9n5S-T8>

This is true of the Earth, which abides 'for eon'
(le’olam (ם
)עוֹל
ָ (Ecclesiastes 1:4)). It is destroyed
with a fervent heat (2Peter 3:10). Thus, in can say it
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abides 'for eon' and is then recreated to last
'forever'. An accurate Greek translation, which we
provided above, enables this to be revealed.
However, God “destroys both soul (self) and body in
'hell' (Gehenna).” In regards to the body, when it is
destroyed the remains will simply return to the dust from
which it came. As for the soul (the life force),it is
contained in the blood,
Leviticus 17:11 For the life of the flesh [is] in the
blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to
make an atonement for your souls: for it [is] the blood
[that] maketh an atonement for the soul.

The simple fact is that the soul (self) is destroyed
by God (Matthew 10:28) in the lake of fire implies it
will never be restored. The lake of fire is defined as
the second death (from which there is no resurrection).
The soul would be necessary for aresurrection to take
place. When the soul is destroyed, the breath of life
simply returns to God who gave it (see Ecclesiastes 12:7,
Psalm 146:4, Job 34:14).
Naturally, a soul without God’s animating breath of
life is a dead soul. Note: It’s the conscious life of
one's being that is annihilated not whatever substances
God used to create their being.
Throughout this study we’ve seen that the only
words used to describe the destruction of soul and body
in hell (Gehenna) are “die,” “death,” “destruction,”
“destroy,” “perish,” “consume,” and “burn up.” The
meaning of these terms can be easily be comprehended.
We don’t need to become advanced in linguistics to
understand their obvious meaning. The simple fact is
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that God is the Creator of all things, including human
beings; and whatever he creates he can just as easily
de-create, that is, destroy.*
*The only exception to this would be human beings that
willingly accept God’s gift of intrinsic immortality.
This will include redeemed human beings after their
resurrection unto eternal life (see Luke 20:34-36).
Whatever creature God gives life to he can bring
death to. Whatever he creates he can also de-create.
The human mind or disembodied soul did not always exist;
it was created by God out of immaterial substances and
given consciousness by God’s “breath of life.” And the
simple fact is that whatever is created can be decreated, that is, destroyed. If the LORD justly decides
that a human being is worthy of death — soul (self) and
body — He certainly has the power to do it. He’s the
One who created human beings. Jesus Christ Himself
declared that this is exactly what God will do to
people on Judgment Day when they’re cast into the lake
of fire (Matthew 10:28). Human beings presently have
yet to attain unconditional immortality and therefore
are mercifully subject to literal death and destruction
as justly deemed by the Almighty.
So, in summary, the doctrine of eternal torture is
a sadistic teaching foreign to the Bible. It was
birthed from a Satanic lie, is founded on a pagan view
of human nature: that people possess immortality apart
from Christ and is perpetuated by sectarian allegiance
to religious tradition rather than biblical truth. It
is a stain on Christianity and a blasphemy to the just,
merciful name of the LORD. The doctrine of eternal
torment needs to be put to rest in favor of what the
Bible has always clearly taught on human damnation —
everlasting literal destruction with no hope of
restoration or resurrection.

Earlier we covered the fact that, when people
suffer the second death, conscious suffering will be
1097

meted out to each individual as Divine justice dictates.
This makes sense when comparing, say, a war criminal
and the friendly pagan person at work who simply wants
nothing to do with the Lord because he/she loves their
pet sin too much. The pagan might experience a split
second of pain when raging fire consumes him/her, but
doesn’t a villain like a war criminal justly deserve a
bit more conscious suffering before eternal oblivion?
Of course, he does. That’s why Christ said Judgment Day
would be more bearable for some than for others and
that some would be punished more severely even though
they all suffer the same ultimate fate — literal
everlasting destruction. This is actually a comforting
aspect of Judgment Day as every evildoer throughout
history who has “gotten away” with wicked deeds will
have to stand before the true Supreme Court and answer
for his or her crimes. As Erwin Lutzer aptly put it:
“Every court case ever tried on earth will be reopened;
every action and motive will be meticulously inspected
and just retribution meted out. In the presence of an
all-knowing God there will be no unsolved murders, no
unknown child abductor, and no hidden bribe”
“The ‘smoke. . . ascending for the 'eons of the
eons’ (Rev.14:11) is a figure of speech similar to the
one used in Jude 7, a example [of] the justice of fire
eonian. When sulphur and fire rained from the heavens
on Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities about them, the
inhabitants were killed and the fumes ascended from the
land (Gen.19:28). The worshipers of the wild beast are
the supreme sinners of Mankind. They have no rest day
and night while they are worshiping the wild beast and
its image and shall be tormented until they die (Rev.
14:9-12; 16:2,8,9; 18:8), some of them by the blade
(19:21). Their fate will be remembered through the eons
of the eons.
This is where the pagan version of the afterlife
tries to show itself through a blatant and ridiculous
translation error. As you learned earlier in his book,
“forever and ever” (See Section 2B) is an absurd
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mistranslation of “to/into/for the eons of the eons”.
The Concordant Version translates it correctly as “the
eons of the eons”. Young’s Literal Translation also
translates it fairly accurately as “to ages of ages”.
Remember that “the eons of the eons” or “eons of eons”
is a speech convention exactly like “the King of kings”,
denoting the greatest of a group – in this case, the
greatest two ages of human history that God has planned,
the Millennium age and the New Jerusalem age
(Revelation 21-22). And remember that the Greek word
often translated “for” could also be translated “to” or
“into”. In other words, it’s not necessarily talking
about something that is going to occur throughout the
entire eons of the eons and only during the eons of the
eons of the eons (as the word “for” would seem to
imply), but could just as easily be talking about
something that is going to occur for part of the eons
of the eons, perhaps at the beginning of the eons but
not the entire time. And let us also remember that this
phrase “for/to/into the eons of the eons” does not say
anything at all about after the two ages being referred
to. But needless to say, a person whose mind thinks in
pagan afterlife mindset, who reads “forever and ever,
they have no rest day and night” in their English Bible
is going to immediately see an image in their head of
people screaming in hell continuously for eternity.
Thankfully, that is not what (accurately translated)
Scripture says. Remember, We must translate accurately
before attempting to interpret. And remember, we must
refuse to artificially add ideas into Scripture that
Scripture itself does not actually state. Revelation
14:10 says nothing, about conscious death or hell. So
when we translate Revelation 14:11 accurately, we see
that the people at the end of this age who take the
mark of the beast “have no rest day or night” (it
doesn’t say exactly how long this will be the case),
and “the smoke of their torment goes up for/to/into”
the Millennium and New Jerusalem age (Rev 20-21).
Before we talk about the smoke, let’s be sure to point
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out two more clear similarities with the parallel
passage Revelation 16:1-11.
The phrase “the eons of the eons” should not be
viewed as if it were a proper noun, indeed, one which
had exclusive reference to the “oncoming eons” (cp
Eph.2:7). Though we find that this is ordinarily the
usage of this phrase (e.g., Rev.11:15), it does not
follow that this must always be its usage, or that this
is its usage here, in Revelation 14:11 (or, in its
companion passage, Revelation 19:3). Since the judgment
of Babylon is concerned with this present Earth, which
will no longer exist during the final eon, the plural
word “eons” here must refer to a period which includes
the remainder of the present eon and at least a portion
(if not the entirety) of the coming eon, the
“Millennium".
"In order for something to become present “for
[i.e., into] the eon” it need not have been present
throughout all its preceding portion, nor is it
necessary for it to continue on until its consummation.
Instead, it need only continue on into its future.
Since, then, in Revelation 14:11,
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“eons” (ages) is plural, and since the present eon, at
this juncture, will be nearing its consummation, the
reference must be to the present eon (to its brief
remainder) as well as to the coming eon. Even if the
fumes were literal, it would hardly follow, since these
“fumes” continue to “ascend,” that the torment which is
rightly associated with them must itself continue to
exist".
"In Revelation 14:11, the “smoke” is the reminder
of the fire which tormented these idolaters during the
hour (not “the eon”) of their judgment. Fire, however,
soon consumes human bodies, even if the fire itself
should continue to burn for a long span of time. The
entire account is one of the “desolation” (Rev.18:17,19)
of the most notable city of Babylonia in the conclusion
of this eon (Rev.14:8-11). Even as “Sodom and Gomorrah
and the cities about them . . . are lying before us, an
example, experiencing the justice of fire eonian” (Jude
7), thus also Babylon will constitute such an example as
well. “In one day shall her calamities be arriving:
death and mourning and famine . . . . She shall be
burned up with fire, for strong is the Lord God Who
judges her” (Rev.18:8). In “one hour” the great city
will be desolated, and this will mean death to her
inhabitants (Rev.18:8; cp 18:9-24)."
When we translate verse 14:11 accurately, we see
that the people at the end of this age who take the
mark of the beast “have no rest day or night” (it
doesn’t say exactly how long this will be the case),
and “the smoke of their torment goes up for/to/into”
the Millennium and New Jerusalem age. Before we talk
about the smoke, let's point out two more clear
similarities with our parallel passage Revelation 16:111.
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Revelation 14:11 And the fumes of their torment are
ascending for the eons of the eons. And they are having
no rest day and night, those worshiping the wild beast
and its image, and if anyone is getting the emblem of
its name. (CV)

Revelation 16:2 And forth came the first, and he pours
out his bowl into the land. And an evil and malignant
ulcer came on those of mankind who have the emblem of
the wild beast, and worship its image. (CV)

"Both passages use the exact same terminology to
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describe the people this is affecting: those who take
the antichrist’s mark and worship him and his image.
And looking at the entire sentence in the Concordant
Version, we see that with the verb tense somewhat
accurately conveyed it is clear that the apostle John
(who had the vision which became the book of Revelation)
saw these people “having no rest day and night” at the
same time as ordering the same period of time as they
“are worshiping the beast and its image”.
“They are having no rest day and night, those
worshiping the wild beast and its image.” (Rev. 14:11
Concordant Version).
When we read the sentence as translated accurately
above, it seems clear that the “worshiping” and the
“having no rest day and night” are happening at the
same time. If we were to put it in more normal and
natural English sentence structure instead of strictly
following the Greek structure as the Concordant does,
yet keeping the verb tense more accurately conveyed by
the Concordant, it would read as such:
“Those worshiping the wild beast and its image are
having no rest day and night.”
Do we have any evidence in our parallel passage
that the “worshiping” and the “having no rest” are
happening at the same time? Absolutely. First of all,
Revelation 16 tells us exactly why these people are
unable to rest. It says that the 1st Bowl of God’s
wrath results in a “loathsome and malignant sore” on
the people, the 2nd and 3rd Bowls result in all the
water on earth becoming undrinkable and unsuitable for
washing, the 4th Bowl results in the sun scorching men
with great heat and fire, causing all sorts of fires
and sulphurous fumes on earth in addition to great heat
directly on their skin, and after the 5th Bowl (the
kingdom of the antichrist becoming darkened) we are
told that people are gnawing their tongues because of
pain.
There’s not going to be much sleeping going on in
such conditions. Not only is everybody gnawing their
tongues from constant pain and sores, not only are
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there are fires and smoke breaking out all over the
place, but everybody’s running water soon stops and the
realization dawns that they must desperately fight each
other for the last bottles of water in the grocery
store. Those who dare to go outside in the searing heat
come back with painful sunburn on top of their painful
sores. Those lucky enough to have air conditioning
thank their lucky that until their air conditioning
units break down because they weren’t designed to deal
with Death extreme heat continually for days. Before
long there simply is no drinking or bathing water left.
Everybody is sweating profusely, thirsty, no water to
wash the painful infected sores on their bodies,
constantly gnawing their teeth in pain. Wondering if it
will ever end, or if they will die this way. Not
exactly conducive conditions for a siesta.
Now, not only does Revelation 16:1-11 parallel
passage clearly describe the exact conditions that will
result in people not being able to rest, it also tells
us that during these events these people will refuse to
repent and will continue worshiping the antichrist. In
the midst of all this, after the 4th and 5th Bowls of
God’s wrath are poured out, we are told that“...they
blaspheme the name of God...and they do not repent”
and“...they...blaspheme the God of heaven...and they do
not repent of their acts.”(Rev. 16:9, 11 Concordant) So
here is yet another clear parallel between our two
passages. In Revelation 14:9-11 “those worshiping the
wild beast are having no rest day and night”
(Concordant Version with more natural English sentence
structure), and in the latter passage we get the
details of exactly why they can’t rest, and we are told
“they do not repent of their acts” (they don’t stop
sinning, they don’t regret taking the antichrist’s mark,
and they continue worshiping the antichrist and his
image).Friends, at this point we have multiple clear
parallels between Revelation 14:9-11 and Revelation
16:1-11. Let’s also keep in mind that these two
passages are really just part of one longer passage;
they are only separated by one related chapter, a total
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of about 15 verses. Revelation 16:1-11 makes it
absolutely clear that these events will occur on earth;
for example, it talks about the sun scorching men with
extreme heat. Does the sun shine in hell? These events
have nothing to do with a supposed “afterlife” or hell.
So now let’s talk about smoke. Let’s look at the first
part of Revelation 14:11 again, this time focusing on
the smoke: “And the smoke of their torment ascendeth
up forever and ever.” (Rev. 14:11) If you’ve read
section 2B of this document, you already know that
“forever and ever” should go down as possibly the most
inaccurate translation works of all time. Here we have
two instances of a plural word, “eons”. If a translator
thinks the Greek word “eon” refers to eternity (2 Cor.
4:4 proves that it does not, but just for the sake of
illustration), in order to be consistent he should
translate it as “the forevers of the forevers”. But he
can’t do that, because, you know, that sounds
ridiculous and plain absurd. But since the translator
thinks the pagan version of the afterlife must be right
and everything in the Bible must be all about eternity,
there’s got to be a way to get the idea of eternity in
here somehow. “Forever and ever!” That sounds spiritual.
As you may know, the correct translation is
“for/to/into the ages of the ages” – in other words,
for/to/into the Millennium age and the New Jerusalem
age (Revelation 21-22). Next let’s notice another
massively important detail that people often overlook
in their desire to bring images of Dante’s Inferno to
mind. This verse does not say the people’s torment
lasts for/to/into the Millennium and New Jerusalem ages;
instead it says that “the smoke of their torment goes
up (or rises)” for/to/into the Millennium and New
Jerusalem ages. There are two possible ways to
interpret this. Let’s look at the two possible
interpretations, and then apply common sense Bible
interpretation rules to see which interpretation makes
the most sense. The first way to interpret “the smoke
of their torment rising for/to/into the ages of the
ages” is the pagan afterlife way – to assume that the
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smoke will be continually rising off of continually
burning dead (but conscious) people in hell. To make
this hell interpretation work we would also have to
creatively mistranslate “the ages of the ages” as
“forever and ever”. But let’s bypass that problem for
now. To a person in a pagan afterlife mindset, the hell
interpretation of this smoke thing might seem to match
up with the classic “unquenched fire, worms that don’t
die” Scripture. (We’d also have to ignore the clear
physical Earth context of that statement in Isaiah
66:23-24 to think it has to do with hell. This hell
interpretation would seem to match up nicely with all
the other assumptions the pagan version of the
afterlife makes. The other way to interpret “the smoke
of their torment rising for/to/into the Millennium age
and New Jerusalem age” is as a figurative statement
telling us that these people’s suffering for several
days at the end of this current age will be remembered
for/to/into the next two ages. Remember, the Bowls of
Wrath will be poured out at the very end of this
current age, immediately after which Jesus will
physically defeat the Earth’s armies and take over
rulership of the Earth, thus beginning the next age,
the Millennium. (See Rev. 19:11-20:6.) When Jesus takes
over rulership of Earth in the Millennium He is going
to sentence particularly evil people to capital
punishment and throw their corpses in a fire in Gehenna
in Jerusalem. (See the section on Gehenna.) The
Millennium and New Jerusalem age will be marked for
their peace and prosperity, to a level the Earth has
never experienced. And during these two ages people
will look back and remember those stubborn people at
the end of “Satan’s age” and the wrath of God that was
poured out on them for several days as a result of
their stubbornness in continuing to worship the
antichrist even after seeing Jesus appear in the sky
and watching the Rapture occur with their own two eyes
(Matt. 24:29-31).
You have to realize that the people upon whom God
is going to inflict the first 5 Bowls of Wrath will be
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those who miss the Rapture and watch it happen, Jesus
appearance in the sky as it occurs and still don’t
repent of worshiping the antichrist. (See Matt. 24:2931.) The 5 Bowls of Wrath will occur immediately after
the rapture. They will be poured out for several days
on all of Mankind who missed the Rapture and yet still
stubbornly worship the antichrist despite seeing Christ
and watching the Rapture occur. This will be a just and
fair punishment for people who saw the Rapture happen,
saw Jesus Christ appear in the sky and still insisted
on worshiping the antichrist. It is completely
appropriate, then, for humanity to look back during the
next two ages and remember “the smoke of their torment”,
the consequences these people received for rebelling
against God even after seeing absolute proof of His
power and truth (the Rapture, and Jesus appearing in
the sky). So Revelation 14:11 points this out, saying
figuratively, “the smoke of their torment goes up
for/to/into the ages of the ages.” The memory and
remembrance of the 5 Bowls of Wrath poured out at the
end of this age will be a potent reminder during the
next two ages of the consequences of willful rebellion
against the God of the Universe. (All the more shocking
that humanity will run again after Satan’s deceptions
after the thousand years of the Millennium is over. See
Revelation 20:7-9.) On the other hand, if we try to
stick with the “eternal torture in hell” interpretation
of the smoke rising for/to/into the ages of the ages,
we have to delve into absurdity, and self-contradiction.
For one thing, we have to absurdly and creatively
mistranslate “the ages of the ages” as “forever and
ever”. For another thing, the hell interpretation
requires us to believe that God created these people
knowing they would take the mark of the beast (He
predicted it thousands of years in advance in
Scripture.) and knowing that He would make their
punishment eternal torture. Why would He even create
them in the first place, if He knew their fate would be
endless pain? And why couldn’t He at least have enough
mercy to stop their continuous torture? If hell is real,
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why can’t God bring Himself to ever stop the torture of
billions of people? Why does God have an inner need to
see billions of people tortured continually without end?
Micah 7:18 Who [is] a God like unto thee, that
pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of
the remnant of his heritage? He retaineth not his anger
for ever, because he delighteth [in] mercy.
And how is trillions of years of (limitless, endless)
torture a just/fair punishment for a few decades of (a
limited amount of) sin?
Exodus 21:24 Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for
hand, foot for foot,
We are back in the same pagan afterlife. (It is
inconceivable that eternal torture would be a just
punishment for any amount of sin it is possible to
commit in a mere few decades. And it is inconceivable
that a God who calls Himself “love” can have an inner
need to see billions of people tortured continually for
trillions of years. It is also inconceivable that
billions of people who never even heard the gospel
should get the exact same punishment – eternal torture
– as people who did hear it and saw Jesus in the sky
while watching the Rapture occur with their own eyes.
This pagan eternal torture idea makes no sense on any
level. In contrast, a few days of uncomfortable pain at
the end of this age is a fair/just punishment for the
sin and open, knowing rebellion of these people who
missed the Rapture.
Not only that, but the hell interpretation of
Revelation 14:11 brings us back into the same
Scriptural self-contradictions caused by the idea of
conscious death. Once again we are left trying to
reconcile the pagan afterlife idea of conscious death
with John 3:13, 1 Corinthians 11:32, Daniel 12:13,
Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10, etc. If “the dead know not any
thing” as Solomon stated,
Ecclesiastes 9:5 For the living know that they shall
die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they
any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.
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then how could they experience torment? (And if Solomon
and David didn’t know what they were talking about
regarding death, then why does the New Testament quote
David about what happens to the soul and spirit of a
human being at death?) If dead people consciously
experience the punishment for their deeds while they
are dead, then why did the apostle Paul state in 1
Corinthians 15:32 that the reward or consequences for
our deeds in this life will not be experienced until
the resurrection?
1Corinthians 15:32 If after the manner of men I have
fought with beasts at Ephesus, what advantageth it me,
if the dead rise not? let us eat and drink; for to
morrow we die.
" Paul is saying, “If the dead don’t come up, why am I
subjecting myself to possible death and going through
all this persecution and all this hell on earth? If the
dead don’t come up, then live it up! That is the
hedonistic teaching of eat, drink, and be merry, for
tomorrow you are dead like a dog!"
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S. 1 - 2 Corinthians
Commentary (The Bible Believer's Commentary Series)
So we see that which interpretation of the “smoke”
phrase in Revelation 14:11 we choose to go with depends
entirely upon which viewpoint regarding what happens at
death we have bought into – the pagan afterlife or the
mindset of a Godly person in Bible days. Once again, a
trusty common sense comes in handy. The entire
testimony of Scripture is absolutely clear that death
for a human being is unconscious. Thus the “hell”
interpretation of the “smoke phrase” in Revelation
14:11 cannot possibly be correct. We are forced to go a
figurative statement telling us that their torment for
a few days at the end of this age will be a powerful
reminder during the next two ages of the consequences
of willfully defying God. This is one of those cases
when we are forced to do so; there is no way to make a
literal interpretation work without blatantly violating
many other plain statements in Scripture. Another
classic example of this is how Hebrews 12:1 must be
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interpreted figuratively in light of Hebrews 11:35 & 39,
so as to avoid obvious contradiction. But just as the
context of Hebrews 12:1 is often ignored, some people
will latch on to the phrase “the smoke of their torment
rises to the ages of the ages”, ignore the context
(parallel passage in Rev. 16:1-11), ignore the Entire
testimony of Scripture, and insist that this phrase is
talking about eternal punishment. The only reason they
do this is because they have been taught the pagan
version of the afterlife, they have never been exposed
to the many Scriptural statements that directly
contradict it, and they are reading a Bible that
blatantly mistranslates “the ages of the ages” as
“forever and ever”. They cannot explain John 3:13, or
Daniel 12:13, or 1 Corinthians 15:32. or Hebrews 11:35
or Isaiah 45:23-24.
Some people may also latch on to the word
“brimstone” in Revelation 14:10 and automatically jump
to an assumption that this must have something to do
with hell or a nebulous spirit-fire in the afterlife
where dead people suffer. If you’re going to take a
word that scholars are often not exactly sure what to
do with (the Greek word translated roughly as “sulfur”
or “brimstone”) and you’re going to insist on using it
as an excuse to take you back into the “pagan afterlife”
mindset with all its blatant self-contradictions and
problems. There isn't any logical reason to do that. It
is just common sense to let the clear clarify the
unclear, rather than using a pet preconceived idea
about something unclear as an excuse to ignore the
clear. There are far too many clear parallels between
Revelation 14:9-11 and Revelation 16:1-11 to be ignored,
and they are actually part of the same passage in
Revelation.
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Revelation 14:10 The same shall drink of the wine of
the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture
into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be
tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of
the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:

◄ 2303. theion ►
Strong's Concordance
theion: brimstone
Original Word: θεῖον, ου, τό
Part of Speech: Noun, Neuter
Transliteration: theion
Phonetic Spelling: (thi'-on)
Definition: brimstone
Usage: brimstone, sulfur.
HELPS Word-studies
2303 theíon – properly, sulfur ("brimstone," i.e. smoky, burning rocks), i.e. sulphurous, named
for the sulphur-smell left by lightning; (figuratively) the fire of heaven, bringing down God's
judgment to display His awesome, unstoppable power

The pagan inspired idea that the not-perfectly
clear word “sulfur/brimstone” must have something to do
with hell, is nothing more than creative invention from
outside of Scripture. Strong’s Concordance, to choose a
well-known source as an example, says this about the
meaning of the Greek word “theion” translated “sulfur”
or “brimstone”: “Probably neuter of theios (in its
original sense of flashing). Unlike the Greek word “eon”
1111

and its forms, there are not as many uses of this Greek
word in Scripture, in enough various types of context,
making it harder to get a firm grasp on what it really
denotes. So we must be very careful not to make it mean
whatever we want or add a meaning to it from outside of
Scripture when we are not really sure that is what it
means. We must let the rest of Scripture fill in the
blanks for us, and refuse to get creative. And even if
we could identify exactly what it’s referring to, the
question of whether it is talking about something in
the spirit realm or in the natural realm (on Earth)
might still not be resolved, and we’d still have to
look at the rest of Scripture for the answer. The only
thing that props up the idea of hell is the
preconceived (pagan-learned) assumption that it exists.
There is zero proof in accurately translated Scripture
that any such place as “hell” exists. If you tried to
talk to a Godly person in Bible days about “hell” they
would have no clue what you were talking about; they
had never heard the word “hell”, for there is no such
word in the Greek or Hebrew manuscripts of the Bible,
as we have proven. If you tried to explain that you
were talking about a nebulous spirit fire where dead
people suffer consciously in flames, they would ask you
which pagan religion you had been listening to.
Revelation 14:9-11, like the rest of the Bible,
contains no proof of hell or eternal punishment. There
is a clear parallel passage in Revelation 16:1-11
(really, they’re both part of the same passage). The
parallel passage makes it absolutely clear that these
events will occur on Earth. (For example, the Sun
burning people with extreme heat.) One cannot simply
discard all the clear parallels between these two
passages (really, two parts of the same long passage)
in order to jump back into the pagan nonsense that is
the pagan version of the afterlife.
For the sake of illustration, let’s again say one
wanted to jump back into the pagan version of the
afterlife. They’d be stuck having to explain John 3:13,
Daniel 12:13, Hebrews 11:35, 1 Corinthians 11:32,
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Ecclesiastes 9:5, Ecclesiastes 9:10 and Psalm 6:5,
115:17, etc. (All David’s statements about death that
match up perfectly with Solomon’s and the places where
the New Testament quotes David regarding exactly what
happens to the spirit and soul of a human at death.) As
if that weren’t enough, one would also have to explain
Isaiah 45:23. And Romans 8:20-21 And one would have to
explain Romans 11:32-36, Ephesians 1:10, James 1:18, 1
Corinthians 15:20-28 and Colossians 1:16-20. They'd be
stuck having to explain where Enoch and Elijah went
given what Jesus said in John 3:13. Also having to
explain why Jesus would supposedly teach the Pharisees’
pagan Talmudian conception of the afterlife (in the
parable of Lazarus and the rich man - (This topic was
discussed more fully in this document.) in direct
contradiction to the Old Testament’s clear teaching
about death and in direct contradiction to His own
words in John 3:13. They would be stuck having to
explain the predestination dilemma with the only
choices being either “God is an incompetent monster”
(Armenianism) or “God is an all-powerful monster”
(Calvinism). They’d be stuck having to explain why one
would love and worship a God who has an inner need to
sentence billions of precious people to trillions of
years of torture."
This is actually drawn from Isaiah 34:10 where the
desolation of Edom is described. It can be plainly seen
that Isaiah did not envisage unending fires from the
fact that following the conflagration in which he says,
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Isaiah 34:10 It shall not be quenched night nor day;
the smoke thereof shall go up for ever: from generation
to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass
through it for ever and ever.

H5331 ("forever") here according to Strong's is:
נצח
נצח
netsach nêtsach
neh'-tsakh, nay'-tsakh
From H5329; properly a goal, that is, the bright object
at a distance travelled towards; hence (figuratively),
splendor, or (subjectively) truthfulness, or
(objectively) confidence; but usually (adverbially),
continually (that is, to the most distant point of
view): - alway (-s), constantly, end, (+ n-) ever
(more), perpetual, strength, victory.
Thus, "Forever" is an odd translation of the word
leolam. Consider:
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Psalms 9:5 Thou hast rebuked the heathen, thou hast
destroyed the wicked, thou hast put out their name for
ever and ever.

◄ 5769. olam ►
Strong's Concordance
olam: long duration, antiquity, futurity
Original Word: עוֹלם
Part of Speech: Noun Masculine
Transliteration: olam
Phonetic Spelling: (o-lawm')
Definition: long duration, antiquity, futurity
le-olam 5769
le-olam means "unto an age". We must keep in mind is
that the word olam, le-olam, or ad-olam, sometimes
means only up "to the end of a man's life" (his Death).
In this verse this is entirely consistent with Romans
6:23.
For example, in a non-Diety context, olam is used
to refer to someone's lifetime (Ex. 14:13), of a
slave's life (Ex. 21:6; Lev. 25:46; Deut. 15:17), of
Samuel's life (I Sam. 1:22; 2:35), of the lifetimes of
David and Jonathan (I Sam. 20:23), and of David's
lifetime (I Sam. 27:12; 28:2; I Chr. 28:4)
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1Samuel 27:12 And Achish believed David, saying, He
hath made his people Israel utterly to abhor him;
therefore he shall be my servant for ever.

While the English reads 'forever', obviously from the
context it does not mean forever in the sense of
Eternity, it is only up to the end of the person's
life.
Review: Olam is like a period with an unknown
duration. Its end is hidden behind the horizon. Olam
is understood in the Bible to express long duration of
time, antiquity, continued existence and even Eternity
or uninterrupted future (depending on the context in
which it is used) , but it is not understood in terms
of the spatial vast Universe. The more literal and
accurate renderings of this verse reads “the eon and
further” (Concordant Version), “the age and beyond” and
“age-during and forever” (Young's Literal Translation).
To repeat, we must keep in mind about the meaning
of olam is that it sometimes means only "an age" or a
"dispensation." For example, Deuteronomy 23:3 uses the
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term 'for ever' but limits the term to only ten
generations. Here it obviously carries the concept of
an age.
Deuteronomy 23:3 An Ammonite or Moabite shall not
enter into the congregation of the LORD; even to their
tenth generation shall they not enter into the
congregation of the LORD for ever:

ad-olam 5769, 5704
To repeat, ad-olam means "unto an age.
keep in mind is that the word olam, le-olam,
olam, sometimes means only up "to the end of
life (his Death).
In Deuteronomy 23:3 olam is limited the
term of only ten generations.

We must
or ada man's
length of

Again, keep in mind is that these are two Hebrew
forms of olam. The first form is le-olam, which means
"unto an age." And the second form is ad-olam, which
means "until an age." However, neither of these forms
carry the English meaning of "forever."
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In 2 Chronicles 7:16, olam is used only for the
period of the First Temple.
2Chronicles 7:16 For now have I chosen and sanctified
this house, that my name may be there for ever: and
mine eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually.

So, we see that the word [for] ever in Hebrew does not
always mean "eternal" as it does in English; it can
mean up to the end of a period of time, either a man's
life, or an age, or a dispensation.
Some scholars point out that the noun olam is
derived from the verb alam meaning hidden, concealed
and unknown time. There are others who point to the
Akkadian word ullu meaning remote time, as the origin
of the Hebrew concept. Either way, olam is the Hebraic
conceptualization of time not of space or location.
Many phrases were coined in biblical times using
olam to elucidate the concept of time. Examples of this
are phrases such as meatah v’ad olam (from now to
eternity), l’olam (forever), m’olam (from time
immemorial), m’olam lo (never), brit olam (an eternal
covenant), l’olam chasdo (His mercy is forever).
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As we previously stated, the simple, basic truth is
that Classical Hebrew, the Hebrew of the Old Testament
Scriptures, has no term that carries the concept of
"Eternity." There are phrases that carry this concept,
such as "without end," but there is not a single word
that carries the concept of Eternity like there is in
English.
Again, the word olam itself simply means "long
duration," "antiquity," "futurity," "until the end of a
period of time." That period of time is determined by
the context. Sometimes it is the length of a man's life,
sometimes it is an age, and sometimes it is a
dispensation.
To repeat, the second thing to keep in mind is that
two of the Hebrew forms of olam - le-olam, which means
"unto an age" and ad-olam, which means "until an age";
neither of these forms carry the English meaning of
"forever."
Often we see a literal translation replaced for an
interpretive translation of 'waed owlam'."
We know that translations from language to language
require extra words, because a completely literal word for word - translation for every language would
lead to absurdities. In the case of "eis aion" would be
"unto age" which makes no sense for anyonein English.
So, the KJV translators gave us four words "for ever
and ever."
The most literal translation of forever and ever
would be "unto the age of the age" (below). So, those
who worship the beast and accept his mark are tormented
"unto the age of the age." In fact, the Young's Literal
Translation does exactly that: YLT simply translates
the words as they are, and leaves interpretation to
others. Other than the decidedly interpretive
translation of "eis aion" notice also that nothingin
Revelation 14, or in chapters 20, 21, or 22, claims
that anything John witness is "the end."
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Revelation 14:11 (Young's Literal Translation)
... and the smoke of their torment doth go up to ages
of ages;
Revelation 14:11 And the smoke of their torment
ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest
day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and
whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.

The Interlinear Greek/English: "the smoke of their
torment ascendeth up to the eons of eons'
The King James Bible: "the smoke of their torment
ascendeth up for ever and ever"
“The eons of eons,” represent something like the
Hebrew le-olam va-ed (“unto an age and beyond”) or leolamei-olamim (“unto ages of ages”).
"The course of times, in the Scriptures, is divided
into three grand divisions: the eons or ages, the time
before they began, and the time after they have run
their course. Almost all of God's revelation is
confined to the eons, yet it is of the utmost value to
know that they are not eternal in the past nor
everlasting in the future. They have definite
boundaries. We know nothing of the commencement of time
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before the eons, nor of the end of the time after the
eons, but the eons themselves are marked by a definite
beginning and a predetermined end. Eternity, if we wish
to use a term not sanctioned by Scripture, might be
loosely applied to either the pre-eonian or the posteonian times, but can never be correctly coupled with
any age or eon, or with the whole course of the eons."
< https://www.concordant.org/expositions/unveiling-jesus-christ/2-eon-eons/>

As we've been discussing, the words “for ever” do
not necessarily mean “without end.” In fact, the Bible
uses the term 56 times (“for ever” can be found in a
biblical concordance under “ever”) in connection with
the things that have already ended.
Psalms 92:7 When the wicked spring as the grass, and
when all the workers of iniquity do flourish; [it is]
that they shall be destroyed for ever:

In Exodus 21:1-6
Exodus 21:1 Now these [are] the judgments which thou
shalt set before them.
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Exodus 21:2 If thou buy an Hebrew servant, six years
he shall serve: and in the seventh he shall go out free
for nothing.
Exodus 21:3 If he came in by himself, he shall go out
by himself: if he were married, then his wife shall go
out with him.
Exodus 21:4 If his master have given him a wife, and
she have born him sons or daughters; the wife and her
children shall be her master's, and he shall go out by
himself.
Exodus 21:5 And if the servant shall plainly say, I
love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not go
out free:
Exodus 21:6 Then his master shall bring him unto the
judges; he shall also bring him to the door, or unto
the door post; and his master shall bore his ear
through with an aul; and he shall serve him for ever.
The Hebrew servant was to serve his master “for
ever,” but it was obviously only for as long as he
lived. Hannah took her son Samuel to God’s house to
abide “for ever,” but she plainly limited that time to
“as long as he liveth.”
1Samuel 1:22 But Hannah went not up; for she said unto
her husband, [I will not go up] until the child be
weaned, and [then] I will bring him, that he may appear
before the LORD, and there abide for ever.
1Samuel 1:28 Therefore also I have lent him to the
LORD; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the LORD.
And he worshipped the LORD there.
The desolation of Edom was to continue “for ever
and ever.”
Isaiah 34:10 It shall not be quenched night nor day;
the smoke thereof shall go up for ever: from generation
to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass
through it for ever and ever.
Christ is called “a priest for ever”
Hebrews 5:6 As he saith also in another [place], Thou
[art] a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.
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Yet after sin is blotted out Christ’s work as a priest
will end.
Revelation 21:4 And God shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more
pain: for the former things are passed away.
If there were some space in the Universe where a
loved one was roasting in agony, would that be heaven
for you? Would those tears every go away? However, 'the
former things are passed away'. No. God loves His
Creation so much that He sent His only Son to die for
us so that we don’t have to die forever. Christians
will not perish like the lost, but will have eternal
life.
The term 'for ever and ever' is very clearly
defined in Psalm 48:14,
Psalms 48:14 For this God [is] our God for ever and
ever: he will be our guide [even] unto death.
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Strong's Concordance
olam: long duration, antiquity, futurity
Original Word: עוֹלם
Part of Speech: Noun Masculine
Transliteration: olam
Phonetic Spelling: (o-lawm')
Definition: long duration, antiquity, futurity
◄ 5703. ad ►
Strong's Concordance
ad: perpetuity
Original Word: ַעד
Part of Speech: Noun Masculine
Transliteration: ad
Phonetic Spelling: (ad)
Definition: perpetuity
"O(w)lam wā-'eḏ" = to the "age" and "perpetually"
This verse clearly has a Diety (perpetuity) context,
thus 'to the age and beyond'.
H5769 עוֹ ָלם
eternity, always lasting
Not time-bound: " forever, ever " ם
( לע ֹ ָ ֥לleolam)
You are God from eternity to eternity ( Psalms 90:2 )
Appearing in the LXX as: αιων G165 "worlds, Universe,
century, time period, eternity"; αιωνιος G166 "without
beginning, eternal"; αρχη G746 "beginning, origin"; αει G104
"continuous, continuous".
Specifically, when they refer to God, the time
period is obviously unlimited; God is “from everlasting
to everlasting”. God goes beyond the horizon into the
hidden in every direction both in time and in space.
Note that a prefix such as 'ad' must be attached to
olam to make it mean perpetual. However, when olam
refer to future punishment, 'to olam' or εἰς τον αἰονα,
olam refers to limited time. Future punishment will not
go on for ever and ever, but for an age or a finite
number of ages.
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Strong Concise Dictionary Of The Words In The Hebrew
Bible
לם
 עוֹʻôwlâm ; or  ;ע ֹ ָלםfrom 5956 ; properly, concealed ,
ie the vanishing point; generally, time out of mind
(past or future), ie (practically) eternity ;
frequentatively, adverbial (especially with
prepositional prefix) always - alway (-s), ancient
(time), any more, continuance, eternal, (for, (n-))
ever (-lasting, -more, or old), lasting , long (time),
(or) old (time), perpetual, at any time, (beginning of
the) world (without end). Compare 5331 , 5703 .
H5769

<http://www.bijbelaantekeningen.nl/files/dict?H05769>

In the Bible, there are such phrases as
"everlasting punishment" (Matthew 25:46), "everlasting
fire" (Matthew 25:41), and "tormented day and night for
ever and ever" (Revelation 20:10). This doesn't prove
an eternally burning hell and an immortal soul.
Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:
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◄ 166. aiónios ►
Strong's Concordance
aiónios: agelong, eternal
Original Word: αἰώνιος, ία, ιον
Part of Speech: Adjective
Transliteration: aiónios
Phonetic Spelling: (ahee-o'-nee-os)
Definition: agelong, eternal
Usage: age-long, and therefore: practically eternal,
unending; partaking of the character of that which lasts
for an age, as contrasted with that which is brief and
fleeting.
'everlasting fire' - “fire of the coming Age.” The
Greek does not refer to “eternal fire,” as if the fire
would last 'forever', but rather “the fire of the
coming Age,” (eonian) (G166 above) that is, the fire
associated with Christ’s kingdom on Earth, when the
wicked will be punished by being thrown into Gehenna
(Gehenna is discussed in detail). The fact that the
results will last 'forever' makes it "eternal
punishment" (Matthew 25:46) Remember, this occurs after
their resurrection (Revelation 20:12). People now know
that God exists andcertainly has the power to raise the
dead (after all, they will have just been resurrected
themselves). Maybethey will have hope that this
upcoming death will also be temporary and they can then
gain eternal joy in the New Jerusalem? But the
statement to them of their "eternal punishment"
(Matthew 25:46) will remove all hope from them. Since
they refused the payment of Jesus,they will suffer
only for their own sins and then face the "second
death."
"The word aion(ios) has been completely
mistranslated throughout the New Testament. As NT Greek
teacher Richard Liantonio explains, "aiōnios actually
refers to the length of an Age or “from age to age”. In
Greek, an Age could refer to a generation, lifetime, or
a longer, finite length of time. It’s where we get our
word “eon”. It also correlates with the Hebrew word
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Yom, which denotes anything from a 24-hour period to an
epoch season."
"Among other important things, it means that the
phrase “eternal punishment” properly translated "eonian
punishment" could more accurately be viewed as "for the
length of the Age“.
Since endless vindictive punishment is our
(Mankind's) idea of justice, it’s no surprise we
project it onto God. But this is NOT the God of justice
we see in the Bible. He will mercifully perish sinners.
They will be resurrected only to suffer death with
their bodies then burned in the lake of fire. God’s
heart always wants to correct, however those who reject
will suffer the wrath they have 'treasured' (Romans
2:5-6). (This will be all fully explained later in this
document.)
The God of Israel always punished in an attempt to
restore, and that’s what we see in an accurate
translation of Matthew 25:46 – not “eternal punishment*”
but "eonian punishment", “correction” for the length of
an age.”
*See the discussion later on this document (Matthew
25:46) where Greek language experts define 'Kolasis'
and 'Kolasis Aionion' (below) as being predominately
meaning chastisement. See also the section 'Linguistic
Writer's Definitions of Kolasis' It defines the way
Kolasis was used by Jesus.
Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.
Strong's Concordance
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kolasis: correction
chastening eonian
Original Word: κόλασις, εως, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: kolasis
Phonetic Spelling: (kol'-as-is)
Definition: correction
Usage: chastisement, punishment, torment, perhaps with
the idea of deprivation.

Kolasis - Chastisement
The Greek word translated punishment or
chastisement is kolasis, which comes from a root verb
meaning "to curtail; thus, to prune; figuratively, to
chastise, restrain." The Concordant Literal New
Testament [CLV] best captures the meaning with
chastening eonian. In other words, the punishment is
actually a chastening or a correcting of behavior
rather than a penal punishment in which there is no
concern for the outcome to the individual, other than
continual punishment. The chastening has an end in view,
and that is restoration and restitution, not, as some
say,
"Throw one in jail (i.e., a torture chamber called
hell), lock it up, and throw away the key forever."
Again, note that unrepentant sinners will be
resurrected only to suffer the second death with their
bodies then burned in the lake of fire.
The punishment is eonian because only God knows how
long it will last, for the punishment must fit the
crime, so to speak. But be assured, it will come to an
end when the demand of God's law is fulfilled or, as Dr.
Stephen Jones calls it, at Grand Jubilee when all debt
is cancelled.*
*'Bible Chronology as it is implemented in the Scriptures' is
extremely relevant in explaining Jubilees, a time when all debt
is cancelled, as well as the Jubilee being the unit of time in
Bible Chronology. This book is freely download on this site
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(www.knowyourmessiah.com).

Simply, there is a limit to the chastening; it is
not eternal. God is love and His love will not fail to
reach the heart of Mankind to restore and redeem some.
Besides, God's judgment has purpose, for when the Earth
experiences His judgments the inhabitants of the world
learn righteousness (Isaiah 26:9).
Isaiah 26:9 With my soul have I desired thee in the
night; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek thee
early: for when thy judgments [are] in the earth, the
inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness.
It is to teach, not to destroy. However, those who
reject His salvation, whether earned (OT) or free (NT)
will ultimately be destroyed in the Lake of Fire.

God will judge “every one” – the Word goes out of its way
to let us know that He will judge each individual separately –
“according to their deeds”. Then, after this occurs, they all get
the same temporary punishment – death as a lesson for all of
them. Our point is simple: God’s judgment is about correction
and learning lessons, not just about punishment. If it were just
about a blanket punishment for all, God would not bother to
judge “every one” individually; He’d just kill them and throw
them straight in the lake of fire. But then again – what would be
the point of waking them up from death only to kill them again
right away? You can see how the main point of this whole scene
in Revelation 20:11-15 is the personal judgment of each
individual, not the temporary putting-back-to-death.
Once again, the passage plainly declares that only
the righteous will be granted eternal life. “Eternal
life” (aionios zoe) literally refers the perpetual
life of the age to come. If only the righteous will be
granted eternal life in the age to come, then the
unrighteous will obviously not be granted eternal life
in the age to come. The Bible is clear about this:
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John 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath
everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son
shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.
So, what does Jesus say will be done with the
unrighteous in Matthew 25:41 and 46 above? One thing’s
for certain, he says nothing about eternal life
roasting in utter misery. What he does say is that
they will be cast “into the eternal fire,” which is
the lake of fire (verse 25:41), and that this is their
“eternal punishment” (verse 25:46). Please
note that Jesus said “eternal punishment” and not
“eternal punishing.” There’s a difference.
The word rendered “punishment,” here, is kolasin.
The word “punishment” is translated from the Greek word
kolasis (KOL-as-is) which refers to a “penal infliction”
(Strong's 43) and is therefore a judicial sentence.
Christ does not say in this passage what the penal
infliction will be, only that it will take place in the
lake of fire (“the eternal fire”) and that this
infliction will take place in the age to come. Since
Jesus doesn’t specify here what exactly the penal
sentence is, we must therefore turn to the rest of
Scripture for answers. “Scripture interprets Scripture”
is an interpretational rule. And we know elsewhere in
Scripture that Christ plainly said God would “destroy
both soul (self) and body” in the lake of fire (Matthew
10:28) and Paul taught that the ungodly would suffer
“everlasting destruction” (2 Thessalonians 1:9). Add to
this the numerous biblical examples of literal
destruction covered earlier and it is clear that the
eternal punishment or penal sentence that the
unrighteous will be condemned to in the lake of fire is
everlasting destruction of soul (self) and body —
destruction of the whole person which lasts forever —
and not eternal punishing.
Let’s again consider the fact that the Bible uses
the word “eternal” to describe the results of an act
even when it is clear that the act itself is not of
endless duration. For instance, Hebrews 9:12 speaks of
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the “eternal redemption” that Christ obtained for us;
yet no one absurdly supposes that this redemption will
be an endless process that goes on through all eternity
“because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever
those who are being made holy” (Hebrews 10:14). Also,
Hebrews 6:2 speaks of “eternal judgment,” yet no one
ludicrously claims that the work of judging goes on
forever and ever without end. In the same way the act
of punishment need not go on endlessly for the
punishment to be eternal. Like eternal redemption and
eternal judgment, eternal punishment is eternal in the
sense that its results are eternal.
Kolasin is never rendered torment, by any proper
classical authority, as being its legitimate use. It
may be used to mean torment, when used in a constrained
sense, as it is once only (G2851), in the Bible —
1John 4:18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love
casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that
feareth is not made perfect in love.

Strong's Concordance
2851
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kolasis: correction
Original Word: κόλασις, εως, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: kolasis
Phonetic Spelling: (kol'-as-is)
Definition: correction
Usage: chastisement, punishment, torment, perhaps with
the idea of deprivation
The proper meaning of kolasin, is “cut off,” “lop,”
“prune,” “curtail,” “check,” “correct,” “chastise,”
“punish”. The other Greek word in the term “eonian
chastisement/punishment” is “kolasin”. The root of this
word is “kolos” and it literally means “to prune”. The
idea is that of correction, not vindictive punishment.
That’s why, as you’ve noticed, we refer to it as
“chastisement” or “chastisement/punishment”, to make it
clear that the Greek word does not speak of vindictive
punishment or punishment without an aim, but rather
punishment with the aim of correction or “pruning”. The
Greek has a separate word that simply means “punishment”
or “penalty”: “timoria”. This word “timoria” is only
used once in Scripture to talk about unbelievers, in
Hebrews 10:29, which talks about a specific sin
(trampling underfoot the Son of God and counting His
blood unholy despite having been previously sanctified
by it) that most unbelievers throughout the history of
the world could not possibly have committed (since most
people throughout the history of the world have never
even heard the gospel). And note that Hebrews 10:29
does not speak of “eternal” punishment (it does not
mention a time period in regards to the punishment).
“Timoria” is used in other places in the New Testament,
but in those places it speaks of punishing followers of
Christ, Christians What will the nature of kolasin
punishment? Inspiration gives the answer in 2 Thess. 1:
9.

1132

2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;

“Who shall be PUNISHED with eonian destruction from
the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His
power!” They shall be eternally “cut off,” by
destruction*, from the eternal life into which the
righteous are admitted.
*HELPS Word-studies
3639 ólethros (from ollymi/"destroy") – properly,
ruination with its full, destructive results (LS).
ólethros ("ruination") however does not imply
"extinction" (annihilation). Rather it emphasizes the
consequent loss that goes with the complete "undoing."
- However, apótheó or apóllumi's meaning can range from
total destruction to ruin or loss depending on the
context of the verse on which it is used. This also
holds true for the word perish.
As we said, a major aspect regarding the punishment
of the wicked and unbelievers is that they will miss
out on eternal fellowship with God, loved ones, and the
saints of God. Their remembrance will fade away, even
as their lives. Eternal life and an abode in God’s
eternal kingdom will be awarded only to the faithful
who trust, confess, and follow Jesus Christ as Lord and
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Saviour. This is indeed a 'complete undoing', without
'extinction' (perishing).
Aeonion* (aionios/aionion) Life - Aionios Punishment
* While many English translations often render aeonios
(aionios) as “eternal”, when pressed, scholars admit it
literally means “pertaining to the next
aion/aeon/eon/age”.
"The most common objection arises with the
realization that if eonian life for the righteous will
one day be completed, then eonian punishment for the
unregenerate will also one day be completed. Most
prominent support for the traditional doctrine of
eternal punishment is in Matthew 25:46 where eonian
punishment is contrasted to eonian life. "Then they
will go away to eonian (aionion) punishment, but the
righteous to eonian (aionion) life."
Dr. Alford Plumer, in his book An Exegetical
Commentary on the Gospel of Matthew, pp. 351-352 also
comments on this issue saying,
"It is often pointed out that “eternal” (aionios)
in “eternal punishment” must have the same meaning as
in “eternal life.” No doubt, but that does not give us
the right to say that “eternal” in both cases means
“endless.” Then eternal life is not endless, for the
same Greek adjective qualifies life and punishment.”
This does not follow, for the word is used in Greek
(Septuagint) in different senses in the same sentence;
as Hab. 3:6, “And the everlasting (aionion) mountains
were scattered – his ways are everlasting (aionion).”
Habakkuk 3:6 He stood, and measured the earth: he
beheld, and drove asunder the nations; and the
everlasting mountains were scattered, the perpetual
hills did bow: his ways [are] everlasting.
Suppose we apply the popular argument here. The
mountains and God must be of equal duration, for the
same word is applied to both. Either both are temporal
or both are endless. But the mountains are expressly
stated to be temporal – they “were scattered,” –
therefore God is not eternal.”
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Habakkuk 3:6 He stood, and measured the earth: he
beheld, and drove asunder the nations; and the
everlasting mountains were scattered, the perpetual
hills did bow: his ways [are] everlasting.
Or God is eternal and therefore the mountains must be.
But they cannot be, for they were scattered. The
argument does not hold water. The aiónion mountains are
all to be destroyed.
Amos 9:13 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that
the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the treader
of grapes him that soweth seed; and the mountains shall
drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt.
Isaiah 34:3 Their slain also shall be cast out, and
their stink shall come up out of their carcases, and
the mountains shall be melted with their blood.
Psalms 97:5 The hills melted like wax at the presence
of the LORD, at the presence of the Lord of the whole
earth.
Habakkuk 3:6 He stood, and measured the earth: he
beheld, and drove asunder the nations; and the
everlasting mountains were scattered, the perpetual
hills did bow: his ways [are] everlasting.
“He stretches out a line across the whole earth because His
determination is to just destroy and destroy. He comes back
mad and He's going to tear up everything. He measured, put a
line and He's just going to destroy and do some recreating make everything beautiful again. But 1st He's going to
destroy.”
Dr. Estep
.”

(aiónion)

(aiónion)
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Suppose we apply the popular argument here. The
mountains and God must be of equal duration, for the
same word is applied to both. Both are temporal or both
are endless. But the mountains are expressly stated to
be temporal –they “were scattered,” – therefore God is
not eternal. Or God is eternal and therefore the
mountains must be. But they cannot be, for they were
scattered. The argument does not hold water. The
aiónion mountains are all to be destroyed. Hence the
word may denote both limited and unlimited duration in
the same passage, the different meanings to be
determined by the subject treated.
< https://makepeacewithjesus.org/38-punishment-gr-kolasis>

It is argued that the latter is supposed to mean
endless life, hence the former supposedly means endless
punishment. If the punishment is limited (age long),
the life must also be age long, the duration of each
being expressed by the same word (eonian). Though the
reasoning appears logical, it is based upon the
unfortunate mistranslation of the word "aionion" as
'eternal'.
Even if the premises for eternal punishment in Matt.
24:46 were true, it is clear from Rom. 16:25-26, that
"aionion" does not mean "eternal." God is eternal, but
He is also ‘The eonian God” (See Romans 16:26 below).
It makes perfect sense to call God the “King of the ages”.
(See 1Timothy 1:7 in this book.) He is the “eonian God” with
“eonian” translated/defined as “having to do with an age or
ages”). every instance of “eon” and its forms in the New
Testament makes perfect sense when translated as
“age/ages/having-to-do-with-an-age-or-ages”. Many places in
the New Testament speak of God’s sovereignty over the
eons/ages and His plan for the eons/ages. To say that God is
the “God of the ages” matches up perfectly with the rest of
the New Testament. Thus, there is absolutely no reason to
start claiming that a word must be its own antonym (within
the same sentence no less!), merely because we’re desperate
to back up a belief that history shows was not even a part
of Christianity
until translators threw paganism into the mix in the Middle
Ages.
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As we show, Titus 1:2 uses the phrase “before the times
of the eons” in the very same sentence as the term “eonian
life”.

(before times aionios (eonian).” Though God is
certainly eternal, the second use of “aionion” in
Rom.16:26, refers to Him as the God of the ages (eonian)
ages, just as he is the God of Israel or the God of
Abraham."
And Romans 16:25-26 uses the word “eonian” in the same
sentence twice, and the first time it is absolutely clear it
does not and cannot refer to eternity.
“But Paul said that the revelation that “was KEPT
SECRET...now is MADE MANIFEST...by the scriptures of the
prophets.” The church is prophesied in types clear through
the Old Testament. It just wasn’t revealed until That
passage is clear that Paul knew the mystery of the Body of
Christ as he wrote Romans. To destroy the implications of
that verse to their theology, the hyper-dispensationalists
say that the verse was added to Romans sometime after Acts
28.”
Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Romans Commentary
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Romans 16:25 Now to him that is of power to stablish
you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery,
which was kept secret since the world began,
Romans 16:26 But now is made manifest, and by the
scriptures of the prophets, according to the
commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all
nations for the obedience of faith:

In Rom. 16:25-26 "aionios" occurs twice,
"According to the revelation of the mystery hidden for
long ages past (aionios), but now revealed and made
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known through the prophetic writings by the command of
the eternal (aionios) God." "Aionios" cannot mean
"eternal" when it speaks of the gospel’s being kept
secret "since the world began" (KJV). Eonian life is
limited the eons. Aiōnios does not mean “endless,”
as ἀτέλευτος (atelevtos) or ἀτελεύτητος (atelevtētos) does
We challenge you to find a single instance in the
history of human language where a writer or speaker uses the
same word twice in the same sentence to mean two opposite
things. Titus 1:2 shows us that “eonian life” does not and
cannot mean “eternal life” since it is used in the same
sentence with the phrase “before the times of the eons”
which obviously cannot and does not refer to eternity. The
simplest translation of “eonian life” without adding a
meaning to the word “eonian” that is not contained in the
word itself, would simply be “life that has to do with an
age or ages”. Again, this translation/definition of “eonian
life” makes perfect sense in every instance.
This becomes very clear when you translate “eon” and its
forms consistently throughout the New Testament.
Romans 16:25 Now to him that is of power to stablish
you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery,
which was kept secret since the world began,
Romans 16:26 But now is made manifest, and by the
scriptures of the prophets, according to the
commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all
nations for the obedience of faith:
So, in Romans 16:25-26 "aionios" occurs twice,
"According to the revelation of the mystery hidden for
long ages past (aionios), but now revealed and made
known through the prophetic writings by the command of
the eternal (aionios) God." "Aionios" cannot mean
"eternal" when it speaks of the gospel’s being kept
secret "since the world began" (KJV). Eonian life is
limited the eons. Aiōnios does not mean “endless,”
as ἀτέλευτος (atelevtos) or ἀτελεύτητος (atelevtētos) does
and in fact, there are enough instances in the New
Testament where the adjective or the noun obviously
does not mean “eternal” or “eternity”. The Greek word
that properly means “eternal” is aïdios (δεσμοῖς
ἀϊδίοις [desmois aïdiois]. The “everlasting punishment”
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of Matthew 25:46 will last for that eon, a little over
a thousand years.
“Everlasting punishment” in Matthew 25:46 is a
mistranslation in many of the current leading selling
English Bible translations including the King James
Version.
Again, regarding Matthew 25:46 Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into
everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life
eternal.

As we discussed, the Greek word that properly
means “eternal” is aïdios and the word actually appears
only in. two places in the New Testament, neither of
which is Matthew 25:46. Note that in the more accurate
translation of the Greek above, both punishment
(chastening) and life are eonian (age-abiding) rather
than eternal.
The translators biased to the endless hell dogma
rendered terms (olam, aion, aionios, etc) that often
refer to finite durations, as "eternal", "forever"
and the like in contexts referring to eschatological
punishment. Thus, they rendered them according to
theirtheological position. What they should have done
is translated them as theologically neutral terms,
e.g. eon, eonian, which can refer either to a finite
or endless period of time and left the interpreting
up to the readers as to whether or not, in any given
context the words "eon" & "eonian" refer to a finite
or endless"eon" or "eonian" duration. Instead they
injected theiropinion, their interpretation, of terms
(such as olam, aion & aionion) into the text. Thus,
you don't have a faithful translation of these words
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with most English translations, but rather
interpretation, a theologically driven opinion.

an

Too frequently Bible teachers and students take a
small portion of Scripture out of context and build an
entire doctrine on it. This is the case with Matthew
25:46. In the entire Greek New Testament we find the
Greek words “kolasin aionion” (above) occurring only a
single time. This phrase has been translated
“everlasting punishment” by most of the leading selling
English Bible translations. The very foundation of
most of modern Christianity is built upon salvation
FROM eternal punishment in a place called Hell through
faithin Jesus Christ. Yet the truth of the matter is
that the concept of salvation being deliverance from
“eternal punishment” is utterly false. The concept of
“everlasting punishment” does NOT exist in either the
Hebrew nor the Greek languages of the Christian
Scriptures. Yet, it does exist in “some” leading
selling English Bible translations, but not in the
original languages of the Bible."
< https://www.tentmaker.org/articles/Matthew-25-46-Commentary-Amirault.html>

The most common objection arises with the
realization that if aeonios life for the righteous will
one day be completed, then aionios punishment for the
unregenerate will also one day be completed. Most
prominent support for the traditional doctrine of
eternal punishment is in Matthew 25:46
where aionios punishment is contrasted to aionios life.
It is argued that the latter is supposed to
mean 'endless' life, hence the former supposedly
means 'endless' punishment. If the punishment is
limited, the life must also be limited, the duration of
each being expressed by the same word. Though the
reasoning appears logical, it is based upon the
unfortunate mistranslation of the word “aionios.
Even if the word “aionios” actually could mean “eternal”
in certain contexts, as far as Matthew 25:46 is
concerned, the most one could make of the phrase is
“correction or chastening pertaining to eternity.” This
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is how scholars like William Barclay dealt with this
word. He believed “eternal punishment or chastisement
was simply the punishment or correction that pertained
to eternity. This still does not prove a hell of
endless torture. A loving Father knows how to bring
correction to His children without consigning them to
an endless torture chamber. For Christians to ascribe
such activity to the Creator of all Mankind is simply
terribly misguided thinking.
Review:
Even if the premises for eternal punishment in
Matt.25:46 were true, it is clear from Romans 16:25-26,
that “aionios” does not mean “eternal.” Here “aionios”
occurs twice, Review:
Romans 16:25 Now to him that is of power to stablish
you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery,
which was kept secret since the world began,
Romans 16:26 But now is made manifest, and by the
scriptures of the prophets, according to the
commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all
nations for the obedience of faith.

“Aionion” cannot mean “eternal” when it speaks of
the gospel’s being kept secret “since the world began,”
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(KJV). Rather, it means eonian (pertaining to the ages.
If “aionios” meant “eternal” (perpetual), then the
gospel would still be a secret, for there would be no
succession of ages before which it was a secret nor
after which it could be revealed. The same truth is
revealed in Titus 1:2. Review:

(before times aionios (eonian).” Though God is
certainly eternal, the second use of “aionios” in
Rom.16:26, refers to Him as the God of the ages (eonian)
ages, just as he is the God of Israel or the God of
Abraham."
" The fact is “aionios” wherever it is used in the New
Testament has one uniform meaning. When applied to God,
He is the aionios God, or the God of the ages, i.e.,
the Being who through eons of time is working out His
wonderful plan. The word “aionios” has the force of
belonging to, or in connection with the ages; for
example, “aionios life,” “aionios salvation,” “aionios
redemption,” “aionios inheritance,” “aionios fire,” and
“aionios punishment” (see John 3:16; Heb.5:9; 9:12,15;
Jude 7; Matt.25:46). To suggest that “aionios” means
“endless times” or “endless ages,” is not only a
contradiction of terms, but is nonsensical and
confusing. It is equivalent to suggesting an “infinite
finite,” a “limitless limit,” a “something nothing” or
a “full vacuum.” An age is a span of time, a period of
existence. Though seemingly immeasurable to Man,
nevertheless it is of limited duration."
< https://www.anonymouschristian.org/blog/aion-aionion-literal-one-translation/>

The Greek and Hebrew words, sometimes translated
"everlasting" or "forever," (See section 2B) only mean
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a period of time until a certain thing is ended.
Consider these points:
 These words were always used in reference to time
when used in Hebrew and Greek writings. It could be
used to describe a person’s lifetime (their age), or
even a longer time period, like the 1,000 years in the
millennia, or even an unknown time period, but however
long the period is, it does has an end to it. The words
“for ever and ever” come from the Greek word “aion”
which has a limit and doesn’t mean eternality, The word
"aion" has been used by Greek classical writers to
reference to “limited duration” and not
“eternal.” Although this word doesn't mean “eternal or
forever” there is only one word that came the closest
to our English word “eternal” and that word is
“aidios*”.
* This topic is discussed more fully in this document.
< http://truebiblefacts.blogspot.com/2009/01/what-are-true-meaning-of.html>

The same truth is revealed in Titus 1:2. 'In hope
of eternal (aionios) life, which God, that cannot lie,
promised before the world began (before times
aionios).' Though God is certainly eternal, the second
use of "aionios" in Rom. 16:26, refers to Him as the
God of the ages, just as he is the God of Israel or the
God of Abraham." (There is additional coverage of Matthew
25:46 in this document.)
< http://www.city-data.com/forum/christianity/1243175-what-does-aionios-mean-2.html>

The Bible speaks of Two Ages
"Centuries before the New Testament was written,
and still during New Testament times, the Rabbis taught
about two Ages, the present one we live in and the
future Messianic Age (the age to come).
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Luke 18:30 Who shall not receive manifold more in this
present time, and in the world to come life everlasting.

This teaching of two ages (eons) can be seen throughout
Scripture, and indeed, understanding them can really
boost our understanding of Scripture. The age we live
in today is referred to as the “present evil age” (Gal.
1:4)."
In Luke 20:34-35, Jesus said the people of “this
age” marry. Jesus also taught about a sin that would
not be forgiven in “this age” or the coming one (Matt.
12:32).
2Corinthians 4:4 In whom the god of this world hath
blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the
light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the
image of God, should shine unto them.
The Devil is called “the god of this age (eon)
(below)” (2 Cor. 4:4), because he rules this age, but
not the next.
'god of this world' (AV)
'god of the eon' Greek
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3 Corinthians 4:4 refers to Satan as “the god of this

age (eon)”. “Eon” is also used in Galatians 1:4, which
refers to “this present evil age (eon)”. Satan is not
the god of this “forever". Of course not. He is the god
of this age – his temporary reign over the activities
of this earth will come to an end at the end of this
age (Rev. 20:1-3).

2Corinthians 4:4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded
the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the
glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should
shine unto them.
“In this age God is allowing Satan to rule the world (2
Cor. 4:4) and to handpick its highest-level leaders (Lk.
4:5-6) with His permission (Romans 13). He is allowing
“cheaters” to win in this age, yet He must maintain a
somewhat delicate balance of good and evil The shorter
lifespan of human beings in this Satan-ruled age evens out
some of the advantage evil has, and helps maintain more of a
balance between good and evil than was present earlier in
human history when lifespans were many hundreds of years. Of
course, towards the very end of this age God will allow
Satan to gain more control over the earth’s population than
ever before, until he is able to install a one world
government with the antichrist as its leader; God will allow
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this temporary drastic tipping of the balance of power
towards evil (Rev. 13:7).”
Hell is a mistranslation by

John Willey

The present evil age offers a lot of temporal
satisfaction, so God warns those people who are rich in
“current eon (age)*” not to be haughty (1 Timothy 6:17),

but Demas loved “this present age” and left Paul (2
Timothy 4:10). In fact, believers are strictly warned
not be conformed to “this age” (Romans 12:2 below),
Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world* (eon):but
be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what [is] that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will
of God.
*Note: The Greek word for 'world' is 'kosmos', which is not
present in this verse.
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but in this “present age” are to live self-controlled,
upright, godly lives (Titus 2:12)."
“prepared for the Devil and his angels.” (Matthew 25:41)
In this verse, Jesus sends the people who have fought
against Him into the Lake of Fire, but at the same time
points out that it was never intended for them; it was
intended for the Devil and his angels. God prepared the
Lake of Fire for the Devil and his angels because of
their rebellion against Him, but He pleads with people
to “choose life” (Deut. 30:19; cp. Ezek. 33:11).
Deuteronomy 30:19 I call heaven and earth to record this
day against you, [that] I have set before you lifeand death,
blessing and cursing: therefore choose life,that both thou
and thy seed may live:
Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left
hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire,
prepared for the devil and his angels:
That the Lake of Fire was prepared for the Devil
and his angels, not for humans, even though we know
from Scripture that many humans do reject God and will
perish in the Lake of Fire. This shows God’s continued
love for Mankind, and He wants “everyone to be saved
and to come to a full knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim.
2:4). Only when people reject God and thus choose death
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does God honor their freewill choice and end their
lives. They are destroyed, both body and soul (self),
in the Lake of Fire."
<https://www.revisedenglishversion.com/Matthew/chapter25/41>

The Bible offers strong, irrefutable evidence to
any unbiased reader that Gehenna, the lake of fire,
signifies literal everlasting destruction (perishing)
for ungodly people,* not eternal conscious torment.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal (aionios, (eonian)) life
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

The wages for sin is shown to be death and eonian life
is a gift from God, not something people already have.
This is consistently expressed from Genesis to
Revelation. Note:
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John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting (eonian) life.

"In the Greek, the word that most clearly means eternal
is the transliterated word aidios, which means
everlasting or eternal. The fact is Jesus never used
this word. Aidios appears in the Greek text only two
times, Romans 1:20 and Jude 6. Surprisingly, Scripture
never associates aidios, which is an adjective, with
life. In the Greek, it never reads aidios zoe (life);
instead, it always reads aiōnios zoe, a phrase used
some 41 times in Greek scripture, again, depending on
the translation. If aidios were joined with zoe (life)
throughout the Greek text, then we would have no
argument and would have to agree with all who hold to
eternal life based on the accepted definition of the
word eternal. The fact that it is not joined with life
is a strong indicator that something else is meant, and
it behooves us to discover what this is."
<http://www.kingdomandglory.com/art/art57.pdf>

Romans 1:20 For the invisible things of him from the
creation of the world are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, [even] his
eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without
excuse:
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Strong's Concordance #126
aidios: everlasting
Original Word: ἀΐδιος, ον
Part of Speech: Adjective
Transliteration: aidios
Phonetic Spelling: (ah-id'-ee-o)
Definition: everlasting
Usage: eternal, everlasting.
Romans 1:20 clearly has a Deity context. Since God
is eternal, it is safe to state that His power is also
eternal. This is the one verse in Scripture that
plainly connects God to that which is eternal or
1151

perpetual or everlasting. However, it could be argued
that God also has eonian power or power in the ages.
Nevertheless, in the Greek, this refers to God's
eternal nature. Note that the Bible rarely speaks of
God as eternal. Both the Hebrew and Greek Scriptures
reveal Him as the 'King of the ages' (Greek below):
1Timothy 1:17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal,
invisible, the only wise God, [be] honour and glory for
ever and ever. Amen.
s,

He is, therefore, "the King of ages", the 'aionios
Rock'. He endures through all generations and He is
with us age unto age, straight through to His plan's
ultimate fulfillment when time has reached a
fulfillment. Is He limited to those ages? No. They mean
that His glory and majesty endures throughout the ages
Jesus created.
As we stated, “The age of the ages” represent
something like the Hebrew le-olam va-ed (“unto an age
and beyond”) or le-olamei-olamim (“unto ages of ages”).
More important here, however, the age to which many
uses of both aiōn and aiōnios refer is clearly theolam
ha-ba, “the Age to come”: the age or world of God that
is coming to this earth, the Age of the Kingdom or of
that reality now hidden in God.
To repeat, the fact is that “aionios”, wherever it
is used in the New Testament, has one uniform meaning.
When applied to God, He is the aionios God, or the God
of the ages, the Being who through aeons of time is
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working out His wonderful plan. The word “aionios” has
the force of belonging to, or in connection with
the ages; for example, “aionios life,” “aionios
salvation,” “aionios redemption,” “aionios inheritance,”
“aionios fire,” and “aionios punishment” (see John 3:16;
Heb.5:9; 9:12,15; Jude 7; Matt.25:46). To suggest that
“aionios” means “endless times” or “endless ages,” is
not only a contradiction of terms, but nonsensical and
confusing. It is equivalent to suggesting an “infinite
finite,” a “limitless limit,” a “something nothing” or
a “full vacuum.” An age is a span of time, a period of
existence. Though seemingly immeasurable to man,
nevertheless it is of limited duration. Linguistic
experts confirm this Eternal: Greek: "aeonion," i.e., "of the ages." Etymologically this adjective, like
others similarly formed, does not signify "during," but "belong to" the aeons or
ages." The New Testament in Modern Speech, by Dr. R. F. Weymouth
"I fail to find, as is used by the Greek Fathers, any instance in which the idea of
time duration is unlimited." Dr. Edward Plumptre, an eschatologist.
"The Bible has no expression for endlessness. All the Biblical terms imply or
denote long periods." Professor Herman Oldhausen, German Lutheran theologian.
"The Hebrew was destitute of any single word to express endless duration. The
pure idea of eternity is NOT FOUND IN ANY OF THE ANCIENT LANGUAGES."
Professor Knappe of Halle wrote...
"Eternity is not a Biblical theme." (Vol. 1, p. 52), "What we
have to learn is that the Bible does not speak of eternity. It
is not written to tell us of eternity. Such a consideration is
entirely outside the scope of revelation."
Josephus obviously did not consider anionios to be
"everlasting," seeing that he uses the word to represent the
period of time between the giving of the law of Moses and that
of his own writing [clearly not an eternity]. He also assigns
aionios to the period of imprisonment of the tyrant John by the
Romans [clearly he was not imprisoned for an eternity], and also
for the period during which Herod’s temple stood [since Herod’s
temple was not even standing at the time Josephus wrote, it too
proves that Josephus did not mean ‘eternity’ when he wrote
[‘aionios’].'

We also stated that Josephus obviously did not
consider anionios to be "everlasting," seeing that he
uses the word to represent the period of time between
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the giving of the law of Moses and that of his own
writing [clearly not an eternity]. He also assigns
aionios to the period of imprisonment of the tyrant
John by the Romans [Clearly, he was not imprisoned for
an eternity], when he wrote ['aionios'] .
- The Complete Works of Falvius Josephus.

Robert Young, author of the highly
respected Young’s Literal Translation, in his literal
translation of the Bible, always translates these words
as ‘age’ and never once as ‘everlasting,’ or ‘eternal.’
An important feature of Young's Literal Translation
(YLT) is its treatment of the Hebrew word olam and the
Greek word αιων (aeon). These two words have basically
the same meaning, and YLT translates them and their
derivatives as “age” or “age-enduring”. Other English
versions most often translate them to indicate
eternality (eternal, everlasting, forever, etc.).
However, "age" and "age-enduring" imply indeterminacy
which may be either timeless and atemporal or
pertaining to an indefinite period of time, the former
(but not the latter) meaning having been acquired by
the words "eternity" and "eternal". While it has been
argued that "eternity" and "eternal" also have other
meanings including "endless period of time" and
"endless in time" respectively, this is rarely the
case in late antique texts, where the word aidios would
be used to designate endless duration.
As we have said, to suggest that “aeonios” means
“endless times” or “endless ages,” is not only a
contradiction of terms, but nonsensical and confusing.
As the Scriptures clearly state, the wages of sin
is death. The punishment for sin is death, not
everlasting torture.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
" Romans 6:23 can be a reference to eternal death in the
case of a lost man - Dr. Ruckman
The Hebrew word Olam in Exodus 40.15 it says that
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the Levitical Priesthood was to be an Everlasting
ordinance for the Israelite nation.

The Priesthood was not everlasting as it ended
with the destruction of thecity and temple in AD
70. It has been replaced by the permanent
priesthood of Jesus Christ as He is Immortal Son of
God. This looks like a contradiction in the Bible.
Not so. Because it has been caused by careless
translation The reason is, that Olam does not
necessarily mean forever but an indefinite period
of time again depending on the context or the
person or object described. It means either a long
or short time depending on what the subject matter
is. In the above case it refers to the length of
the Mosaic age, about 1500 years. Also, we have
this rule in English.
In all cases, the adjective is modified by the
noun. A strong horse, a strong mind, a strong chain,
strong drink, strong language - in each one of these
phrases ‘strong’ has a different meaning, according to
the nature of the subject or noun. So a wise man, a
wise God - in this case the words ‘wise God’ mean
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infinite wisdom, but not in wise man; and the meaning
of ‘infinite’ is not in the word ‘wise,’ but in the
word ‘God.’ So Rotherham’s translation put it correctly
as
"and shalt anoint them as thou didst anoint their
father, and they shall minister as priests unto me, —so
shall their anointing remain to them for an age abiding [ olam ] priesthood, to their generations.’
It is better translated as ‘continuing
throughout’ their generations." Because of translating
Olam as ‘everlasting’ ‘forever’ ‘eternal’ in the Old
Testament there is a misunderstanding of the Bible.
Olam means an age, eon: either long or short depending
on the context or meaning of the events described. Of
course it might mean an indefinite time but could also
mean an ‘eon’ without end. To render it universally as
‘everlasting’ etc leads to all sorts of logical
inconsistencies and contradictions, which has been a
great disservice to Bible Students who are without this
specialized language knowledge.
It was an eonian priesthood that ended at the Cross.
It was not 'everlasting. Hebrews 7:11 If therefore perfection were by the
Levitical priesthood, (for under it the people received
the law,) what further need [was there] that another
priest should rise after the order of Melchisedec, and
not be called after the order of Aaron?
Hebrews 7:12 For the priesthood being changed, thereis
made of necessity a change also of the law.
Hebrews 7:13 For he of whom these things are spoken
pertaineth to another tribe, of which no man gave
attendance at the altar.
Hebrews 7:14 For [it is] evident that our Lord sprang
out of Juda; of which tribe Moses spake nothing
concerning priesthood.
So it was "everlasting" until Melchisedec took over.
Could all the theologians be wrong?
Exodus 21:1 Now these [are] the judgments which thou
shalt set before them.
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Exodus 21:2
shall serve:
nothing.
Exodus 21:3
himself: if
with him.

If thou buy an Hebrew servant, six years he
and in the seventh he shall go out freefor
If he came in by himself, he shall go out by
he were married, then his wife shall goout

Exodus 21:4 If his master have given him a wife, and
she have born him sons or daughters; the wife and her
children shall be her master's, and he shall go out by
himself.
Exodus 21:5 And if the servant shall plainly say, I
love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not go
out free:
Exodus 21:6 Then his master shall bring him unto the
judges; he shall also bring him to the door, or unto the
door post; and his master shall bore his ear through
with an aul; and he shall serve him for ever.
- A servant who desired to stay with his master,must
serve him forever 'for eon' [olam].

Must he serve him through all eternity, after both
reach heaven? No, 'for eon'.
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Jonah 2:6 I went down to the bottoms of the mountains;
the earth with her bars [was] about me for ever: yet
hast thou brought up my life from corruption, O LORD my
God.

"The usage of “for ever” in Jonah 2:6 simply cannot
carry the meaning of “unending, but for eon [above]”
Later describing his experience in the whale, Jonah
said, 'the earth with her bars was about me for ever
[olam].' Yet this "for ever" was only "three days and
three nights" long Jonah 1:17 Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to
swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the
fish three days and three nights.
"The usage of “for ever” in Jonah 2:6 simply cannot
carry the meaning of “unending. The idea of the nouns
(olam, or aion) is always ‘[for the] duration’ of that
which is in view. The duration which is in view must
always be judged from the context, or from the nature
of things, otherwise known. Therefore, the adjectival
idea is, ‘of or pertaining to the duration (of that
which is in view).’ In some cases, especially in the
Hebrew Scriptures, the duration which is in view
(whether used of the past or future) is not at all
referring to the epochal eons (i.e., those eons which,
abiding for long periods, correspond to the system [or
world] which, during any certain time, prevails on
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Earth; e.g., Eph.2:2). Often, the references are only
to a much briefer duration, such as
[1] the length of time when a people lived in a certain
region (Joshua 24:2);
[2] the brief duration of Jonah's experience inside the
great fish (Jonah 2:6); or
[3] the duration of the remainder of a slave's lifetime
in which he would serve his master (Deut.15:17).”
- James Coram, “Eon as Indefinite Duration (Part
One)”
"Most translations record that the prophet cried
out that the earth with its bars was around him forever.
How could Jonah be in the belly of the fish for three
days and nights and forever (everlasting) at the same
time? The answer becomes apparent when we see that the
word forever is translated from olam. The more literal
translations use the words eon or age. [CLV; REB; YLT]
rather than the word forever. However, it simply means
that Jonah had no idea how long his ordeal lasted. It
must have seemed as if it would never end, but it did
end."
"The significance is that an olam or an “age” has
an indeterminate duration. However, in every usage the
context demands that the period of time has a beginning
and an end. While the duration is usually a long time,
it is not always the case. In the instance of Jonah he
thought he had been dead for an age, even though it was
only three days and three nights."
<http://www.askelm.com/news/n130601.pdf>

The Old Testament word, olam, and the New
Testament word, aion, are equivalent terms. We know
this to be true for two reasons:
(1) The Septuagint, the ancient Greek translation of
the Old Testament, always translates olam by aion.
(2) Whenever an Old Testament passage containing olam
is quoted in the New Testament, aion is used.
Both words clearly have a very limited time value,
and do not mean an eternal time length.
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Review: A Greek Word That Actually Means Endless:
'aidios'
The Greek words aion and aionios were NOT used in
Greek Literature outside of the Bible to express
eternity. This further confirms that the Greek-speaking
world did not necessarily attribute a sense of
endlessness to these words. The Greek word 'aidios'
actually does mean endless.
Not once did Jesus ever endorse the doctrine of
endless punishment. Rather, He takes a strategic stand
against it by using aionios instead of aidios. In fact,
Jesus even warns His disciples not to fall prey to the
teachings of the Pharisees.
Matthew 16:12 Then understood they how that he bade
[them] not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the
doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.
Had Jesus intended to approve of the doctrine of
the Pharisees then He would have used the terms by
which they described it. But the only word that He uses
to define the duration of punishment was aionion; their
words were aidion, adialeipton and athanaton. Philo and
Josephus say, “thanaton athanaton” (deathless or
immortal death); “eirgmon aidion” (eternal
imprisonment); “aidion timorion” (endless torment); and
“thanaton ateleuteton” (interminable death). But Jesus
used 'kolasis aionion' (below) in (Matthew 25:41) an
adjective (aionios) used universally for limited
duration, and a noun (kolasis) that described
chastening, a suffering which produces improvement.
This form of chastening is the topic of Matthew 25:46:
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Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into
everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life
eternal.

As we previously stated, the true word for
'eternal' actually appears only in. two places in the
New Testament, one in which an image of otherworldly
punishment (though only of fallen angels and demons) is
accompanied by the Greek word that properly means
“eternal” - aïdios, (δεσμοῖς ἀϊδίοις [desmois aïdiois]:
Jude 1:6 And the angels which kept not their first
estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved
in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment
of the great day.

“everlasting chains” (bonds imperceptible) - though
even here the phrase seems to mean only that the chains
are infrangible, inasmuch as they are “everlasting”
only until the day of judgment.
Regarding again Matthew 25:46 1161

Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into
everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life
eternal.

As we just discussed, the Greek word that properly
means “eternal” is aïdios and the word actually appears
only in. two places in the New Testament, neither of
which is Matthew 25:46. Note that in the more accurate
translation of the Greek above, both punishment
(chastening) and life are eonian (age-abiding) rather
than eternal.
The translators biased to the endless hell dogma
rendered terms (olam, aion, aionios, etc) that often
refer to finite durations, as "eternal", "forever"
&the like in contexts referring to eschatological
punishment. Thus, they rendered them according to
theirtheological position. What they should have done
is translated them as theologically neutral terms,
e.g. eon, eonian, which can refer either to a finite
or endless period of time and left the interpreting
up to the readers as to whether or not, in any given
context the words "eon" & "eonian" refer to a finite
or endless"eon" or "eonian" duration. Instead they
injected theiropinion, their interpretation, of terms
(such as olam, aion & aionion) into the text. Thus,
you don't have a faithful translation of these words
with most English translations, but rather an
interpretation, a theologically driven opinion.
The fair way to translate (aion, aionion, etc) is
to use an English word (e.g. eon, eonian) that covers
the range of meanings for that term and leave the
interpreting up to the readers. Rather than inject
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one's theological biases into Scripture's ancient
language words that have multiple or ambiguous meanings.
If an appropriate English word is not available, then
there is the option of using the ancient language word,
i.e. not translating it, as some versions have done. Or
just transliterate it into English, e.g. eonian.
The key word here is aiónion, an adjectival form
(along with aiónios, aioníou, and others) of the noun
aión—age, eon, era, epoch. While aión can
signify endless duration, particularly when referring
to Divinity, it typically refers to a long or definite
period of time. In his classic, "Word Studies of the
New Testament", Marvin Vincent comments:
"In the New Testament the history of the world is
conceived as developed through a succession of aeons. A
series of such aeons precedes the introduction of a new
series inaugurated by the Christian dispensation, and
the end of the world and the second coming of Christ
are to mark the beginning of another series. … The
adjective aionios in like manner carries the idea of
time. Neither the noun nor the adjective in themselves
carries the sense of endless or everlasting. They may
acquire that sense by connotation. … Aionios means
enduring through or pertaining to a period of time.
Both the nouns and the adjective are applied to limited
periods. … Out of the 150 instances in LXX, four-fifths
imply limited duration. (IV:59)"
Perhaps no passage of Scripture has been appealed
to more confidently in support of the doctrine of
everlasting misery than Matthew 25:46. This passage,
however, is not concerned with humanity as a whole, or
even with individual persons as such. Instead, it has
in view, in the day of the Lord, the granting of
rewards, or chastenings, to the nations of the earth
according to their treatment of the poor (Israel).
Here, in Matthew 25, the fiery judgment is extended to
eonian proportions in order to preserve Israel during
the era of the kingdom.
<https://www.concordant.org/expositions/death-and-judgment/eonian-fire-judging/

In connection with Matthew 25:46 now consider
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Matthew 25:41 Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:

This “fire eonian” is further described in verse 46
Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.

– “And those shall be coming away into chastening
eonian, yet [the] just into life eonian.” The fact that
the “fire eonian” is described as “chastening eonian”
shows it is not literal fire. “Fire eonian” is
figurative language referring to the chastisement that
the Gentiles who are living when Christ returns, who
had been persecuting His brethren, will have to undergo.
This fire eonian will continue throughout Christ’s
millennial reign. Instead of Israel being in
subjection to the Gentiles as we saw in Deuteronomy and
Jeremiah, now Gentiles are in subjection to Israel and
her king—Christ.
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Regarding the word 'kolasis (Matthew 25:41)

Divinization The Hidden Teaching of Divine Wisom

"And these shall go away into age-abiding
correction, but the righteous into age-abiding life.”
(Rotherham’s Emphasized Version)
Of course, not every sinner will humble themselves
to God. If not he/she will ultimately die in the lake
of fire.
“And these shall be coming away into chastening eonian,
yet the just into life eonian.” (Concordant Literal
Version)
Vine's Greek New Testament Dictionary - kolasis
3. Punishment kolasis akin to
kolazo under PUNISH), "punishment," is usedin Matt
25:46, "(eternal) punishment," and 1 John
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4:18, "(fear hath) punishment," RV (AV, "torment"),
which there describes a process, not merely an effect;
this kind of fear is expelled by perfect love; where
God's love is being perfected in us, it gives no room
for the fear of meeting with His reprobation; the
"punishment" referred to is the immediate consequence
of the sense of sin, not a holy awe but a slavish fear,
the negation of the enjoyment of love.
CHASTENING - "participle present tense Correcting;
afflicting for correction." - Webster's Dictionary 1828
Righteousness: God's judgments (chastisements) bring
about righteousness in the wicked. that is the result
of God's judgments.
<https://bible-truths.com/forums/index.php?topic=13886.0>

God brings judgment in order to bring correction.
But His judgment does not result in correction unless
people actually repent and confess their iniquity and
hostility toward Jesus Christ. The purpose of judgment
is to bring correction, which is manifested by
repentance. David repented, and so God showed him mercy.
All through the book of Judges, whenever Israel
repented, God ended their captivities to other
nations. In no instance did God end the judgment unless
they repented.
Kolasin aionion in the Greek has typically been
translated as "eternal punishment. William Barclay,
well known Greek scholar, professor and author of the
popular Bible commentary “The Daily Study Bible Series”
(Westminster Press) says:
“The Greek word for punishment is kolasis, which was
not originally an ethical word at all. It originally
meant the pruning of trees to make them grow better. I
think it is true to say that in all Greek secular
literature kolasis is never used of anything but
remedial punishment.” (page 66, “William Barclay, A
Spiritual Autobiography”
"Kolasis — 'Chastisement' The Greek word translated
punishment or chastisement is kolasis, which comes from
a root verb meaning "to curtail; thus, to prune;
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figuratively, to chastise, restrain." The Concordant
Literal New Testament[CLV] best captures the meaning
with chastening eonian. In other words, the punishment
is actually a chastening or a correcting of behavior
rather than a penal punishment in which there is no
concern for the outcome to the individual, other than
continual punishment. The chastening has an end in view
and that is restoration and restitution, not, as some
say, "Throw one in jail (i.e., a torture chamber called
hell),lock it up, and throw away the key forever."
As we have stated, God’s heart always wants to
correct, however those who reject Him will mercifully
die in the lake of fire after suffering the wrath they
have 'treasured' (Romans 2:5-6).
It is eonian punishment because only God knows how
long it will last, for the punishment must fit the
crime, (as is proven elsewhere in this document), so to
speak. God is a God of Justice, but we can be assured
that any punishment will come to an end when the demand
of God's law is fulfilled. Simply, there is a limit to
the hastening; it is not eternal. Besides, God's
judgment has purpose, for when the Earth experiences
His judgments the inhabitants of the world learn
righteousness.
Isaiah 26:9 With my soul have I desired thee in the
night; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek thee
early: for when thy judgments [are] in the earth, the
inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness.
1) The way to learn righteousness is to hear and obey
God's Word. We wouldn't know what righteousness is
without it. You must learn to fear God.
Proverbs 9:10 The fear of the LORD [is] the beginning
of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy [is]
understanding.
2) You learn righteousness by learning God's statutes.
Psalms 119:71 [It is] good for me that I have been
afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes.
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Psalms 119:73 JOD. Thy hands have made me and fashioned
me: give me understanding, that I may learn thy
commandments.
Sinners will accept God and His correction or their
fate will be a death where both body/soul are destroyed
in the Lake of Fire, as described in elsewhere in this
document. The Bible clearly says they will perish.
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.
Note the above important statement by Dr. Barclay:
"Timoria is retributive punishment; Kolasis is
remedial discipline. Kolasis is always given to amend
and to cure."
The retributive side of God is more than balanced
by the restorative side of our Great and Merciful
Lord. However, God cannot stand to be in the presence
of the impurity of human sin. Human beings invariably
violate God's holiness because all of us are sinners.
God is bound to respond to unrepentant sin with
punishment, because to forgive unrepentant sinners
would be in breach of His holiness. Restoring the
balance in this age happens by the acceptance of Jesus
Christ's shed blood as payment (propitiation) for one's
sins.
Linguistic Writer's Definitions of Kolasis
'Denoting, literally, pruning.'
- Thomas, "All in Christ Triumphant“
'Its primary sense means simply ‘pruning,’ is that
always used for a corrective discipline, which is for
the improvement of him who suffers it'
- Andrew Jukes, "The Second Death and the
Restitution of All Things“
'To reform by pruning or chastising.'
- Brian Albert, 'God’s Love for All Mankind'
'To curtail, retrain, chastise or prune.'
- Lee Salisbury, 'Eternity Explained'
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'God’s punishment is really a remedial discipline, not
to torment but to correct.'
- Bob Evely 'All, or Just Some'
'There is judgment in this eon, there is judgment in
the eons that will follow; but all of the judgments of
God are salutary and remedial, and though they may be,
like the destruction of Sodom, age-lasting in their
effects, yet the outcome shall be blessing and
salvation. ... Just as sin serves His purpose of love
so “The chastening of God toward the Jews is not only a
demonstration of His love for them but also is
intentional and with purpose, yet always remedial. ...
Justice has as its essence the corrective and always
the remedial intent. ... What will finally be so
revealing about God’s wrath is not only the boundless
corrective and remedial quality of the laws of the
heavens, but also the realignment of all sentient
beings into God’s perfect pleasure.'
- James T. Burson 'Humanity in the Arms of a Loving
Savior'
'We cannot conceive of a Creator Who knows the end from
the beginning, One Who is Love, Who has infinite wisdom,
and infinite power, giving to any being life, life
which is never to end, but to continue in suffering to
all eternity. The Bible does not teach it anywhere in
the original languages. God’s punishments are remedial
to the repentant and take place within the span of the
ages during which He is accomplishing the making of Man
in His image and likeness. Punishment will last no
longer than is necessary to bring man to hate his sin
and be reconciled to his Savior.'
- G. Campbell Morgan (1863-1945) 'The Cross and the
Ages to Come'
'God is good even in His judgments. They are not
infinite and horrendously cruel, but just, righteous
and remedial. ... The most critical thing to remember
in this strong language is the character of the Judge
and the purpose of His judgments. He “is” Love with no
“buts” attached. All His judgments are exacted in love
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with a just, righteous and remedial purpose. This is
the key that unlocks our understanding and brings about
a true harmonization of the Scriptures.'
- Gary Beauchemin 'Hope Beyond Hell'
< http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn308.pdf>

“...there is no instance in Greek where kolasis does not mean remedial punishment. This would
enable us to argue that God’s punishment is always for man’s cure ... It is the simple fact that in
Greek kolasis always means a remedial punishment.” (page 84)
- Michael Phillips quotes from a letter he received from William Barclay as a part of his
compiling “Universal Reconciliation, A Brief Selection of Pertinent Quotations” (Sunrise Books)
"The Greek has two words for ‘punishment;’ kolasis, the word used by our Lord, and timoria, a
word also used in the New Testament (Heb 10:29): and the distinctive meanings of these two
words are defined by Aristotle himself. The one word, that used by Christ, denotes, he says, that
kind of punishment which is intended for the improvement of the offender; while the other
denotes that kind of punishment which is intended for the vindication of law and f. And even the
advocates of endless torment admit that the word selected by Christ means, according to the
Greek usage, remedial discipline, punishment designed to reform and improve men, to prune
away their defects and sins.” (page 141)
“Salvator Mundi, or Is Christ the Saviour of All Men?” by Samuel Cox
“All God’s punishments are those of a Father, and must therefore be adopted to the
improvement of his children.” (pg 50)
- John Wesley Hanson - “The Greek Word Aion-Aionios"

If God is ever going to be “all in all” (1 Cor.
15:28) as the Bible plainly states He will be, the
white throne judgment must be corrective. This is
consistent with how the Bible uses the word “judgment".
Remember, Isaiah 26:9 says, “When Your judgments are in
the Earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn
righteousness.” This verse is not only generally true,
it could also very well be a prophecy about the White
Throne Judgment. (There is no evidence that the White
Throne Judgment will occur anywhere but on Earth in
Jerusalem; we know it will be Jesus doing the judging
there because it is His job to carry out the judgment
duties as King of earth before He later hands the
kingdom of earth over to God the Father as described in
1 Cor. 15:24-28.) Surely it’s not hard to believe that
God, our Creator, is smart enough to judge, educate,
and train His creations in such a way that we “get it”
and are corrected. Why would He have brought us into
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existence in the first place if He didn’t know
beforehand that He could eventually get us to live
happily together with Him and each other? Of course,
not every sinner will humble themselves to God. If not
he/she will ultimately die in the lake of fire.
◄ 166. aiónios ►
Strong's Concordance
aiónios: agelong, eternal
Original Word: αἰώνιος, ία, ιον
Part of Speech: Adjective
Transliteration: aiónios
Phonetic Spelling: (ahee-o'-nee-os)
Definition: agelong, eternal
Usage: age-long, and therefore: practically eternal,
unending; partaking of the character of that which
lasts for an age, as contrasted with that which is
brief and fleeting.
HELPS Word-studies
Cognate: 166 aiṓnios (an adjective, derived from 165 /aiṓn ("an age, having a particular
character and quality") – properly, "age-like" ("like-an-age"), i.e. an "age-characteristic"
(the quality describing a particular age); (figuratively) the unique quality (reality) of God's life
at work in the believer, i.e. as the Lord manifests His self-existent life (as it is in His sinless
abode of heaven). "Eternal (166 /aiṓnios) life operates simultaneously outside of time, inside of
time, and beyond time – i.e. what gives time its everlasting meaning for the believer through
faith, yet is also time-independent. See 165 (aiōn).
[166 (aiṓnios) does not focus on the future per se, but rather on the quality of the age (165 /aiṓn)
it relates to. Thus believers live in "eternal (166 /aiṓnios) life" right now, experiencing this
quality of God's life now as a present possession. (Note the Gk present tense of having eternal
life in Jn 3:36, 5:24, 6:47; cf. Ro 6:23.)]

“Aionios relates to the Greek aion, which often
translates the Hebrew olam. Some of there being
‘ages’ –ha olam ha-zeh, the present age, and ha
ha-ba*, the age to Jews thought come. Eonian
punishment and the like would be the punishment
age to come.”
- Professor N.T. Wright
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two
olam
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*Olam Ha-Ba: The Afterlife
• Judaism believes in an afterlife but has little
dogma about it
• The Jewish afterlife is called Olam Ha-Ba (The
World to Come)
• Resurrection and reincarnation are within the range
of traditional Jewish belief
• Temporary (but not eternal) punishment after death
is within traditional belief
The spiritual afterlife is referred to in
Hebrew as Olam Ha-Ba (oh-LAHM hah-BAH), the World
to Come, although this term is also used to refer
to the Messianic age (A period of global peace and
prosperity that will be brought about by the
messiah when he comes). The Olam Ha-Ba is another,
higher state of being.
< http://www.jewfaq.org/olamhaba.htm>
< https://www.anonymouschristian.org/blog/matthew-2546-punishment-of-men-aionion-kolasin/>

JEWISH GREEK USAGE OF AIONION
"Those Jews who were contemporary with Christ, but
who wrote in Greek, will teach us how they understood
the word. Of course when Jesus used it, he employed it
as they understood it. Josephus applies the word to the
imprisonment to which John the tyrant was condemned by
the Romans; to the reputation of Herod; to the
everlasting memorial erected in re-building the temple,
already destroyed, when he wrote; to the everlasting
worship in the temple which, in the same sentence he
says was destroyed; and he styles the time between the
promulgation of the law and his writing a long aión.
To accuse Jesus of attaching any other meaning than
that of indefinite duration to the word, is to accuse
him of stultifying himself. But when he writes to
describe endless duration he employs other, and less
equivocal terms.
Alluding to the Pharisees, he says:
“They believe that the wicked are detained in an
everlasting prison [eirgmon aidion] subject to eternal
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punishment” [aidios timoria]; and the Essenes [another
Jewish sect] “allotted to bad souls a dark, tempestuous
place, full of never-ceasing punishment [timoria
adialeipton], where they suffer a deathless punishment,
[athanaton timorian].”
It is true he sometimes applies aiónion to
punishment, but this is not his usual custom, and he
seems to have done this, as one might use the word
great to denote eternal duration, that is an indefinite
term to describe infinity. Philo, who was contemporary
with Christ, generally used aidion to denote endless,
and always used aiónion to describe temporary duration.
Dr. Mangey, in his edition of Philo, says he never
used aiónion to interminable duration. He uses the
exact phraseology of Matthew, xxv:46, precisely as
Christ used it. “It is better not to promise than not
to give prompt assistance, for no blame follows in the
former case, but in the latter there is dissatisfaction
from the weaker class, and a deep hatred and
everlasting punishment [kolasis aiónios] from such as
are more powerful.” Here we have the exact terms
employed by our Lord, to show that aiónion did not mean
endless but did mean limited duration in the time of
Christ.
Philo always used athanaton, ateleuteton
or aidion to denote endless, and aiónion for temporary
duration.
Stephens, in his Thesaurus, quotes from a Jewish
work, [Solom. Parab.] “These they called aiónios,
hearing that they had performed the sacred rites
for three entire generations.”
This shows conclusively that the expression “three
generations” was then one full equivalent of aiónion.
Now these eminent scholars were Jews who wrote in Greek,
and who certainly knew the meaning of the words they
employed, and they give to the aionian words the
meaning that we are contending for, indefinite duration,
to be determined by the subject.
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Thus the Jews of our Saviour’s time avoided using
the word aiónion to denote endless duration, for they
applied all through the Bible to temporary affairs. The
word does not teach endlessness. If Jesus intended to
teach the doctrine held by the Jews, would he not have
used the terms they used? Assuredly; but he did not. He
threatened age-lasting, or long-enduring discipline to
the Jews, who were believers in endless punishment.
Aiónion was His word while theirs
were aidion, adialeipton, orathanaton, — thus rejecting
their doctrines by not only not employing their
phraseology, but by using always and only those words
connected with punishment, that denote limited
suffering. And, still further to show that he had no
sympathy with those cruel men who procured his death,
Jesus said to his disciples: “Take heed and beware of
the leaven [doctrine] of the Pharisees and the
Sadducees” [believers in endless misery and believers
in destruction].
Mark 8:15 And he charged them, saying, Take heed,
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and [of] the
leaven of Herod.
Had aiónion been the strongest word, especially had
it denoted endless duration, who does not see that it
would have been in general use as applied to punishment
by the Jewish Greeks of nineteen centuries ago?
THE WORD 'KOLASIN' TRANSLATED 'PUNISHMENT' MEANS
'CORRECTION'.
The Greek word κόλασις, kolasis occurs two times in
the New Testament, Matthew 25.46 and 1 John 4.18.
In Koine (biblical) Greek, Kolasis has a generic
meaning of ‘punishment’ or ‘chastisement’ and not ‘hell’
in the sense modern Christians usually imagine it. The
word ‘kolasis’ is used in the secular literature of the
day only in the context of remedial punishment. Of
course, not every sinner will humble themselves to God.
If not he/she will ultimately die in the lake of fire.
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In classical Greek there are two words for
punishment, timoria and kolasis, and there is a quite
definite distinction between them. Kolasis is for the
sake of the one who suffers it; timoria is for the sake
of the one who inflicts it. The difference between the
two words is quite clear in Greek and it is always
observed. Timoria is retributive punishment. Kolasis is
always given to amend and to cure.
The word Kolasin is thus defined:
Greenfield - “Chastisement, punishment.” Hedericus,
“The trimming of the luzuriant branches of a tree or
vine to improve it and make it fruitful."
Donnegan - “The act of clipping or pruning –
restriction, restraint, reproof, check, chastisement.”
Grotius - “The kind of punishment which tends to the
improvement of the criminal, is what the Greek
philosophers called kolasis or chastisement.”
Liddell - “Pruning, checking, punishment, chastisement,
correction.”
Muller - “Do we want to know what was uppermost in the
minds of those who formed the word for punishment, the
Latin pæna orpunio, to punish, the root pu in Sanscript,
which means to cleanse, to purify, tells us that the
Latin derivation was originally formed, not to express
mere striking or torture, but cleansing, correcting,
delivering from the stain of sin.”
Like many other words this is not always used in
its exact and full sense. The apocrypha employs it as
the synonym of suffering, regardless of reformation.
See also Josephus. It is found but four times in the
New Testament. Acts 4:21, the Jews let John and Peter
go, “finding nothing further how they might punish them”
(kolazo).
Acts 4:21 So when they had further threatened them,
they let them go, finding nothing how they might punish
them, because of the people: for all [men] glorified
God for that which was done.
" Not only are we dealing with men who will lie and
threaten to shut the truth up (see above), but the
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Sanhedrin also fears the people exactly as the
Pharisees did (Matt. 21:26), and they resent God’s
getting glory from His own work (vs. 21)."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S. . Acts Commentary
" They'd like to punish them. They have pulled the
people away from the leaders. They can't find any
reasons to trump up against them and they are afraid
of the people.
'glorified' - they cannot deny that this man who was
lame for this many years was healed. Everybody is
acknowledging it and praising God except for one group
- the leaders. At this time the people don't know the
leaders oppose it. The leaders are now playing it
cautious until they can trump up a charge, which they
doing Acts 7 against Steven when they stone him." - Dr.
Estep
Did they not aim to reform them? Was not their
punishment to cause them to return to the Jewish fold?
From their standpoint the word was certainly used to
convey the idea of reformation.
1John 4:18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love
casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that
feareth is not made perfect in love. Here the word
“torment” should be chastening.

In 2 Peter 2:9, the apostle uses the word as our
Lord did: the unjust are reserved unto the day of
judgment to be chastened (kolazomenous).
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This accords exactly with the lexicography of the
word, and the general usage in the Bible and in Greek
literature agrees with the meaning given by the
lexicographers. Now, though the word rendered
punishment is sometimes used to signify suffering alone,
by Josephus and others, surely Divine Inspiration will
use it in its exact sense. We must therefore be certain
that in the New Testament, when used by Jesus to
designate Divine punishment, it is generally used with
its full meaning. The lexicographers and Plato, above,
show us what that is, suffering, restraint, followed by
correction, improvement.
In the meaning of the word, torment is by no means
excluded. God does indeed torment His children (the
redeemed) when they go astray. He is a “consuming fire,”
and burns with terrible severity towards us when we sin,
but it is not because He hates but because He loves us.
He is a refiner’s fire tormenting the immortal gold of
humanity in the crucible of punishment, until the dross
of sin is purged away.
Kolasis is just the word to describe punishments.
They do for the soul what pruning does for the tree,
what the crucible of the refiner does for the silver
ore."
- ‘Aionion Kolasin’ by Rev. Dr John Wesley Hanson
(from his book 'Aion-Aionous')
< https://www.anonymouschristian.org/blog/matthew-2546-punishment-of-men-aionion-kolasin/>

We feel that this type of punishment is reserved for
the saved. Unrepantent sinners will be judged, only to
be cast in the lqke of fire.
Figuratively Kolasis refers to correction in order
to produce a change in character. It certainly doesn’t
carry the connotation of punishment for the sake of
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punishment as is so popularly thought. In other words,
Kolasis as a punishment is meant to reform the believer
, whereas timoria as a punishment only serves to appease
the sense of revenge in the victim.
" Clement of Alexandria (Stromateis 4.24; 7.16) defines
kolasis as pure discipline, and timoria as the return
of evil for evil. Aulus Gellius says that kolasis is
given that a man may be corrected; timoria is given
that dignity and authority may be vindicated (The Attic
Nights 7.14). The difference is quite clear in Greek
and it is always observed. Timoria is retributive
punishment. Kolasis is always given to amend and to
cure."
- Dr. William Barklay
"Sometimes the word αιων aion does indeed mean “age”
in the sense of a limited duration of time which comes
to an end. Thus Paul in
Romans 16:25 Now to him that is of power to stablish
you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery,
which was kept secret since the world began,
[in times of the ages] (Greek
αιωνιοις)
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We see here that the word αιων means a limited
duration of time, since the ages of time when the
mystery had been kept secret came to an end when Christ
appeared and was proclaimed by the apostles.
Accordingly, one of the meanings of αιων in the ArndtGingrich lexicon is “a segment of time, age”. It can
also mean “a world” as a spatial concept. Thus Hebrews
11:3: “By faith we understand that the worlds [Greek
αιωνας] were created by the Word of God”. Accordingly,
one of the meanings of αιων in the Arndt-Gingrich
lexicon is “a segment of time, age”.
God’s dominion is unending and everlasting. The
debate about the precise meaning of aionion therefore
cannot be solved simply by consulting a lexicon. The
word varies in its meaning according to its usage.
“EON” AND “EONIAN” - NOT “FOREVER”
The majority of Bibles read 'everlasting fire' and
'eternal punishment' in the above verses of Matthew 25,
but the Greek word 'eonian' does not mean unending, and
the phrase 'eons (ages) of the eons (ages)' used in
relation to the Lake of Fire in Revelation does not
mean forever and ever. The time words associated with
the fire of Matt. 25 and the lake of fire are the Greek
“aion” and “aionios” (Matt. 25:41, 46; Rev. 20:10).
Most English versions erroneously render these words as
“eternal,” “forever,” and “everlasting.” However, these
versions must also use words such as “age,” “ages,” and
“world” because the concept of endlessness doesn’t make
sense in certain contexts The truth of the matter
though is that “age” (eon) and “age-during” (eonian)
fit in every occurrence where these two words are found
in the Greek Scriptures. Endlessness is an adopted idea
that is foreign to these words. Versions such as
Rotherham’s Emphasized Bible, Young’s Literal
Translation, and the Concordant Literal New Testament
are a few versions that consistently translate “aion”
and “aionios” correctly. Realizing that the eons in God’s
purpose are not endless will open the door to a greater
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understanding of that purpose (Eph. 3:9-11). And
consistent translation of these terms will open a new
understanding of God’s workings. The correct translation
of these words will also destroy the abusive myth of
endless torment for the lost”
<https://www.beaconofgrace.com/?subpages/The-Lake-of-Fire-by-Ted-McDivitt.shtml>

Also, the Greek word 'kolasis' in verse 25:46 is
describing chastening or discipline, not necessarily
punishment (though punishment is a part of God's
righteous judgments). Chastening carries the thought of
correction for the benefit of the one undergoing it. So
already we can see that these unrighteous ones are to
receive chastening in a spiritual fire that was
originally prepared for Satan, a spiritual being. It is
described as eonian because this fire belongs to the
eons (or ages) of time, beyond the horizon of time as
we now know it, but it will end. God's justice has a
time limit.
2Peter 2:9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly
out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the
day of judgment to be punished:

This fire of chastening shall also apply to Satan
and his messengers, for whom it was originally prepared.
Fallen angels also must be judged according to
God’s standards. It is difficult to pinpoint exactly
who these creatures are after their fall. Of all the
different views about the fallen angels, that they are
the ones who co-habited with human women who lived
before the flood, or that these are the ones whom Satan
was able to bring to his side, 1/3 of them according to
(Rev 12:4). In any case, the Bible says that God has
kept them in chains for the day of judgment as is
revealed by (2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6). We’re not told when
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they were locked up, just that they are. There is also
much debate over who, or what, demons actually are.
Some say that demons are fallen angels, but that would
do injustice to the Scriptures to the fact that they
are locked up for the [Day of Judgment] already
mentioned. Demons clearly are not ‘locked up” in any
way since Jesus had to exorcise them out of people all
over the NT and the demoniac of Gadarene we’re told,
had a whole legion of demons - about 2,000 of them.
(Mark 5:9). It is more probable that demons are the
offspring of the unholy union between the “sons of God”
who in Scripture (bene ha elohim in Hebrew), always
refer to angels, in this case, fallen angels and
earthly women.
2Peter 2:4 For if God spared not the angels that
sinned, but cast [them] down to hell, and delivered
[them] into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto
judgment;

'spared not the angels' Jude 1:6 And the angels which kept not their first
estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved
in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment
of the great day.
We've shown this text gives us a Greek word usually
mistranslated as hell - Tartarus. Peter is by no means
giving legitimacy to the Greek's fantastic notions
about their unseen world, called Tartarus. Instead, he
is simply adapting this word for his own purpose. Since
there is a certain likeness between that to which God
actually subjects sinning messengers and that to which
the Greeks imagined their gods to be subjected in
punishment, Peter employs this name for the Greek
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underworld accordingly.
Sinning messengers are clearly not in “Tartarus”,
because except in the deluded minds of Greek idolators,
Tartarus does not exist. Indeed, according to the
Scriptures, the sinning messengers are not even said to
be undergoing chastening judging at present. Instead of
being in an estate which may somewhat be likened to the
taverns of gloom in the Greeks’ fanciful Tartarus, they
are said to be “being kept for chastening judging” (2
Peter 2:4). Jude adds that “messengers who keep not their
own sovereignty, but leave their own habitation, has
kept in imperceptible bonds under gloom for the judging
of the great day” (Jude 6). Since “chastening” kolasis
speaks of discipline (i.e., “training”; literally,
“hitting”) with a view to amendment, we may rejoice that
for this they are being kept.
Hebrews 12:6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth,
and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.
Hebrews 12:7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with
you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father
chasteneth not?
Hebrews 12:8 But if ye be without chastisement,
whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and
not sons.
Hebrews 12:9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our
flesh which corrected [us], and we gave [them]
reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection
unto the Father of spirits, and live?
Hebrews 12:10 For they verily for a few days chastened
[us] after their own pleasure; but he for [our] profit,
that [we] might be partakers of his holiness.
Hebrews 12:11 Now no chastening for the present
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless
afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of
righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.
Hebrews 12:12 Wherefore lift up the hands which hang
down, and the feeble knees;
There are two other passages in the New Testament
that seem to be related to this one (1 Peter 3:18-20
and Jude 6). In putting these Scriptures together, we
are told about a group of stubborn spirits or sinning
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messengers who are bound in a place called Tartarus
because of their involvement in the early downfall of
humanity, in the era before the Flood, but we are not
told exactly what they did. It was to these spirits in
jail that Christ went sometime after His resurrection
to proclaim to them His victory and exaltation. Jude 6
is the most revealing. And of these same messengers Jude
evidently speaks in Jude 6.
Jude 1:6 And the angels which kept not their first
estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved
in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment
of the great day.

Note that the word in Jude 6 is not “eternal bonds”
but “imperceptible” bonds as translated by the most
strictly accurate Concordant Version. That Greek word
translated “imperceptible” is only found in one other
place in Scripture, and there is no proof whatsoever
that it refers to endlessness or eternity. And of
course the word in the next verse is not “eternal” fire,
but “eonian” fire.

1183

So, from these Scriptures we can see that some of
these stubborn spirits abandoned their God-given
position of sovereignty and their God-given home in the
celestials, and sinned during the era before the Flood.
This of course is an abomination to God, so they are
confined with invisible chains in the gloomy caverns or
jail of Tartarus until the day of their chastening
judgment. Then they too will enter the eonian fire.
< https://orthochristian.com/90399.html>

More on the Greek word aionion
"Aionian" relates to the Greek aion, which often roughly translates the Hebrew olam.
Some Jews thought of there being two "ages"--ha`olam ha-zeh, the present age, and
ha`olam ha-ba, the age to come. Aionian punishment and the like would be punishment in
the age to come. Gehenna is the valley of Hinnom, at the southwest corner of Jerusalem. It
is where Jerusalem's main garbage dump was, where trash smoldered with a steady fire. It
became, for some Jews prior to Jesus, metaphorical for some kind of postmortem
punishment.
-- Professor N.T. Wright

"Christ, of course, did not speak in Greek to His
disciples, but rather Aramaic, and the thought forms He
used were those of first century Judaism, and it is to
this culture therefore that we must look if we are to
understand His words in their original context. In that
conceptual universe, we find reference to “the age to
come”. The world and its epochs were divided into this
age and, after a decisive intervention by God, the age
to come. Thus in the Pirke Aboth, the Sayings of the
Fathers, we read, “Great is Torah for it gives to those
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that practice it life in this age and in the age to
come” (6.7), and the saying of Hillel, “He who has
acquired words of Torah has acquired for himself the
life of the age to come” (2.8). We see the same
division into the two ages in the Book of Enoch:
“And he [an angel] said to me: ‘This is the Son of Man
who is born unto righteousness… He proclaims to you
peace in the name of the age to come” (chapter 71).
For Christians the decisive Divine intervention
separating the two ages is the Second Coming of Christ
and the resurrection of the dead — Christ’s return will
divide everything into two unequal parts: this present
age which is under the sway of death and injustice, and
the age to come which will be under the rule of God.
Placed in this context, we can see that the word
aionion in Matthew 25:46 means “age” in the sense of
“the age to come”. Existence in that age to come will
be qualitatively different than existence in this
present age, for there will be a profound asymmetry
between the two ages. For one thing, at the start of
the age to come all the dead will be raised and
restored to their bodies, so that life and death as we
understand and experience them will be qualitatively
different.
Existence then will not simply be a prolonged
version of existence as we experience it now. The
aionion life of the righteous will not be simply
unending. It will not be like our present mode of
existence with the only difference that it will stretch
on forever. As the life of the αιων to come, existence
will indeed be unending, but for the righteous it will
also partake of the immortal joy which will then fill
that transfigured cosmos. And, says Christ, for the
unrighteous existence will involve punishment —
punishment that also partakes of the quality of the age
to come. Like the life of the righteous, it will be
unending. But it will be unending because it occurs in
the age to come, and partakes of the coming age’s
transfigured and eschatological quality. Note: both the
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life of the righteous and the punishment of the
unrighteous are described with the same word aionion.
The fates of both groups culminate in the age to come,
and both groups partake of that age’s intensity and
eternity. In the ongoing debate about the eternity of
hell, this parallelism between the two groups must be
given its due weight.
We may see now why the Greek word aidos [αιδως],
“unending”, was not used to describe either the life of
the righteous or the punishment of the unrighteous. If
the word αιδως were used, one might imagine that the
issue was simply one of duration, and that our Lord was
saying that that the righteous will live unendingly and
the unrighteous will be punished unendingly. The stakes
are higher than that. The righteous will not simply
live without end, but will live with all the joy which
will characterize the age to come. And the unrighteous
will not simply be punished without end, but punished
with all the immortal severity which will characterize
the age to come. It is the quality of the age to come —
with its intensity both of punishment and joy — is
stressed, not simply its endless duration.
The Greek word aionion means “partaking of the age to
come”, both that age’s intensity and eternity.
The stakes are very high, for both immortal joy or
immortal horror await us children of men in the age to
come. Reducing those stakes by introducing a hope not
offered by Christ does not simply violate the meaning
of this passage. It may also prove dangerous. Christ
spoke in such a way as to motivate our run to
righteousness and our avoidance of impending danger. We
have no right to blunt His urgent warning."
- Fr. Lawrence Farley, 'Glory to God for All
Things'
"In the New Testament the history of the world is
conceived as developed through a succession of aeons
(eons). A series of such aeons precedes the
introduction of a new series inaugurated by the
Christian dispensation, and the end of the world and
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the second coming of Christ are to mark the beginning
of another series. The adjective aionios in like manner
carries the idea of time. Neither the noun nor the
adjective in themselves carries the sense of endless or
everlasting. They may acquire that sense by connotation.
… Aionios means enduring through or pertaining to a
period of time. Both the nouns and the adjective are
applied to limited periods. … Out of the 150 instances
in LXX, four-fifths imply limited duration. (IV:59)"
"Word Studies of the New Testament", Marvin
Vincent
Regarding Matthew 25:41 and 25:46 Greek expert
David Bentley Hart states: "Yet most English
translations of Matt 25:41 and 25:46 render aiónion as
“eternal,” thus eluding the nuances of the word and
perhaps importing into it later dogmatic commitments.
Young’s Literal Translation, on the other hand, sticks
close to the literal Greek with an awkward “age-during.”
The Concordant Literal New Testament delivers something
more like a transliteration, entrusting to us the
task of figuring out what “eonian” means. In his justpublished translation of the New Testament, David
Bentley Hart leaves open the question of duration in vv.
41 and 46, emphasizing instead the Divine judgment as
eschatological event:
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Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:

The fire in Matthew 25:41 - The word “eternal” is
translated from the Greek word aionion, which is
derived from the root word aion. This word can mean
“eternal,” but often the correct definition is “age.”
The correct English translation in verse 41 is “agelasting” fire. They do not burn eternally; it is the
results that are eternal. Jesus called the “everlasting
fire” which completely destroys the devil and the
wicked “everlasting punishment” (Matthew 25:41,46).
Again, this does not mean punishment that continues
forever, but rather punishment that has everlasting
results.
And these will go to the chastening of that Age, but
the just to the life of that Age.
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There is a wide range of meaning of
aiónios/aiónion in ancient Greek literature, paralleled
by an equally wide range of the Hebrew word olam and
the Aramaic alma, “both of which most literally mean
something at an immense distance, on the far horizon,
hidden from view, and which are usually used to mean
‘age,’ or ‘period of long duration,’ or a time hidden
in the depths of the far past or far future, or a
‘world’ or ‘dispensation,’ or even ‘eternity,’ and so
on; but it can also mean simply an extended period, and
not necessarily a particularly long one, with a natural
term
Hart concludes, “that in the New Testament, and
especially in the teachings of Jesus, the adjective
aiōnios is the equivalent of something like the phrase
le-olam, but also the case that it cannot be neatly
discriminated from the language of the olam ha-ba [“the
age to come”] without losing something of the
theological depth and religious significance it
possessed in the time of Christ” (pp. 542-543) — hence
Hart’s decision to translate aiōnios in the above
Matthean verses as “of the Age” and “of that Age.”
< https://afkimel.wordpress.com/2017/10/08/sometimes-eternity-aint-forever-aionios-and-theuniversalist-hope/>

Does the Bible teach the doctrine of Endless
Punishment? Is the word Aión and its derivatives and
reduplications. J. W. Hanson has endeavored to put
within direction the essential facts pertaining to the
history and use of the word, and he thinks he has
conclusively shown that it affords no support whatever
to the erroneous doctrine. It will generally be
conceded that the tenet referred to is not contained in
the Scriptures if the meaning of endless duration does
not reside in the controverter word. The reader is
urged to examine the evidence presented, as the author
trusts it has been collected, with a sincere desire to
learn the truth.
The Hebrew word Olam is, in almost all cases,
translated Aión/Aiónios etc., so that the two words may
be regarded as synonymous with each other. In the New
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Testament the same words Aión and its derivatives, are
translated from the original Greek as the English words,
Eternal, Everlasting, Forever, etc.. So that when we
are translate the real meaning of Aión, we have settled
the sense of those English words in which the doctrine
of Endless Punishment is erroneously taught. It is not
going too far to say that if the Greek Aión - Aiónios
does not denote endless duration, then endless
punishment is not taught in the Bible. We proceed to
show that the sense of interminable duration does not
reside in the word.
< https://www.tentmaker.org/books/Aion_lim.html>

The Greek words aion and aionios were NOT used in
Greek Literature outside of the Bible to express
eternity. Let us now consult such of the lexicons and
also some of the Biblical critics who have explored the
words aion and aionios.

Greek Language Authorities discuss 'aion'
G. T. Stevenson in his book Time and Eternity
remarks about Greek literature outside of Scripture
saying,
“Since, as we have seen, the noun aion refers to a
period of time, it appears very improbable that the
derived adjective aionios would indicate infinite
duration, nor have we found any evidence in Greek
writing to show that such a concept was expressed by
this term.” (p. 63)
Dr. F.W. Farrar in his gigantic book Mercy and
Judgment says,
“Even if aion always meant ‘eternity,’ which is not the
case in classic or Hellenistic Greek – aionios could
still mean only ‘belonging to eternity’ and not
‘lasting through it.’ (p. 378)
Rev. Ezra S. Goodwin in the Christian Examiner, Vols. 10,
11 and 12 (Boston: Gray & Bowen) agrees remarking,

“We have the whole evidence of seven Greek writers,
extending through about six centuries, down to the age
of Plato, who make use of Aión [eon] in common with
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other words; and no one of them ever employs it in the
sense of eternity.” And later, “Aión in these writers
never expresses positive eternity.”
An important fact outlined in a quote by G.T. Stevenson,
the author of Time and Eternity - A Biblical Study (published
2006):

“Since, as we have seen, the noun aion refers to a
period of time, it appears very improbable that the
derived adjective aionios would indicate infinite
duration, nor have we found any evidence in Greek
writing to show that such a concept was expressed by
this term."
There is no evidence that the New Testament writers
artificially transplanted the idea of eternity or
endlessness into their use of the word “eon” and its
forms, form the Old Testament or from anywhere else.
(Obviously, they could not artificially transplant such
an idea from the Hebrew Old Testament, because as we’ve
seen, no Hebrew words that convey endlessness and
eternity are found in the Old Testament.
Phavorinus pointed out the fact that it was
theologians who imparted the idea of eternity or
endlessness to the word “eon”, rather than that idea
being contained in the word itself as it was commonly
understood in Greek. He said, “Aiõn, time, also [by
association] life, also habit, or way of life. Aiõn is
also the eternal and the endless as it seems to the
theologian.
Scholar Ezra S. Goodwin stated in regards to this,
"Here I strongly suspect is the true secret brought to
light of the origin of the sense of eternity in aiõn.
The theologian first thought he perceived it, or else
he placed it there. The theologian keeps it there,
now...Hence it is that those lexicographers who assign
eternity as one of the meanings of aiõn uniformly
appeal for proofs to either theological Hebrew or
Rabbinical Greek, or some species of Greek subsequent
to the age of the Seventy, if not subsequent to the age
of the apostles, so far as I can ascertain."
In other words, the evidence shows that it was
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theologians who were not very familiar with Greek, who
first started claiming that “eon” and its forms
sometimes refer to eternity and the meaning of eternity
or endlessness was not found in the word as it was
commonly used in Greek until the theologians whose
primarily language was Latin started artificially
adding that meaning to it.
Pindar (522-443 BC) gives thirteen instances, such
as “A long life (aion) produces the four virtues.”
(Nemean 3, 130)

< Bible Threatenings Explained: Passages of Scripture Sometimes Quoted to Prove Endless Punishment
Shown to Teach Consequences of Limited Duration. by J.W.Hanson D.D.>

< https://makepeacewithjesus.org/8-classical-greek-literature>

The oldest lexicographer, Hesychius, (A. D. 400-600,)
defines aión thus: "The life of man, the time of life." At
this early date no theologian had yet imported into the word the
meaning of endless duration. It retained only the sense it had
in the classics, and in the Bible.
Theodore (A. D. 300-400) "Aión is not any existing thing,
but an interval denoting time, sometimes infinite when spoken of
God, sometimes proportioned to the duration of the creation, and
sometimes to the life of man."
- Theodoret, in Migne. Vol. IV, page 400.
John of Damascus (A. D. 750,) says,
"1, The life of every man is called aión. . . .
3, The whole duration or life of this world is called aión.
4, The life after the resurrection is called 'the aión to
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come.' "

From the sixteenth century onward, the word has been
defined as used to denote all lengths of duration from
brief to endless. Endlessness is determined by the
context.
We record here such definitions as we have found.
Rost: (German definitions) " Aión, duration, epoch, long
time, eternity, memory of man, life-time, life, age of man.
Aiónios, continual, always enduring, long continued, eternal."
Hedericus: "An age, eternity, an age if always being; time
of man's life in the memory of men, (wicked men, New Testament,)
the spinal marrow. Aiónios, eternal, everlasting, continual."
Schleusner: "Any space of time whether longer or shorter,
past, present or future, to be determined by the persons or
things spoken of, and the scope of the subjects; the life or age
of man. Aiónios, a definite and long period of time, that is, a
long enduring, but still definite period of time."
Ewing: "Duration, finite or infinite; a period of duration,
past or future; an age; duration of the world; ages of the world;
human life in this world, or the next; our manner of life in the
world; and age of divine dispensation, the ages, generally
reckoned three, that before law, that under the law, and that
under the Messiah. Aiónios, (from preceding,) ages of the world,
periods of the dispensations since the world began."
Schrevelius: "An age, a long period of time; indefinite
duration, time, whether longer or shorter, past, present or
future; also, in the New Testament, the wicked men of the age,
life, the life of man. Aiónios, of long duration, lasting,
sometimes everlasting, sometimes lasting through life as æturnus
in Latin."
Dr. Taylor, who wrote the Hebrew Bible three times with his
own hand, says of Olam, (Greek Aión) it signifies a duration
which is concealed, as being of an unknown or great length. "It
signifies eternity, not from the proper force of the word, but
when the sense of the place or the nature of the subject require
it, as God and his attributes."
Pickering: Almost identical with Schrevelius in his
definitions.
Hinks: "A period of time; and age, an after time, eternity.
Aiónios, lasting, eternal, of old, since the beginning."
Lutz: "An age, time, eternity. Aiónios, durable, eternal."
Macknight: (Scotch Presbyterian.) "These words being
ambiguous, are always to be understood according to the nature
and circumstances to which they are applied." He thinks the
words sustain endless punishment, but adds: "At the same time I
must be so candid as to acknowledge that the use of these terms,
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forever, eternal and everlasting, in other passages of Scripture,
shows that they who understand these words in a limited sense,
when applied to punishment, put no forced interpretation upon
them.
Wright: "Time, age, life-time, period, revolution of ages,
dispensation of Providence, present world, or life, world to
come, eternity. Aiónios, eternal, ancient."
Robinson: "Life, also an age, that is an indefinite long
period of time, perpetuity, ever, forever, eternity, forever,
without end, to the remotest time, forever and ever, of old,
from everlasting, the world, present or future, this world and
the next, present world, men of this world, world itself, advent
of Messiah. Aiónios, perpetual, everlasting, eternal, chiefly
spoken of future time, ancient."
Jones: "An everlasting age, eternal, forever, a period of
time, age, life, the present world, or life; the Jewish
dispensation; a good demon, angel as supposed to exist
forever . . . Aiónios, everlasting, ancient."
Schweighauser and Valpyv substantially agree.
Maclaine, in his Mosheim: Aión or æon among the ancients, was
used to signify the age of man, or the duration of human life."
Cruden: "The words eternal, everlasting, forever, are
sometimes taken for a long time, and are not always to be
understood strictly, for example, 'Thou shalt be our guide form
this time forth, even forever,' that is, during our whole life."
Whitby: "Nothing is more common and familiar in Scripture
than to render a thorough and irreparable vastation, whose
effects and signs should be still remaining, by the word aiónios,
which we render eternal."Hammond, Benson, and Gilpin, in notes
on Jude 7, say the same.
Liddell and Scott also give to
aión, in the poets the sense of life and lifetime, as also an
age or generation.
Pearce (in Matt. vii:33) says: "The Greek word aión, seems
to signify age here, as it often does in the New Testament, and
according to its most proper signification." Clarke, Wakefield,
Boothroyd, Simpson, Lindsey, Mardon, Acton, agree. So do Locke,
Hammond, Le Clerc, Beausobre, Lenfant, Dodridge, Paulus, Kenrick
and Olshausen.
T. Southwood Smith: "Sometimes it signifies the term of
human life; at other times an age, or dispensation of Providence.
Its most common signification is that of age or dispensation."
Scarlett: "That aiónion, does not mean endless or eternal, may appear
from considering that no adjective can have a greater force than the noun
from which it isderived. If aión means age (which none either will or can
deny) then aiónion must mean age-lasting, or duration through the age or ages
to which the thing spoken or relates."
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Even Professor Stuart is obliged to say: "The most
common and appropriate meaning of aión in the New
Testament, and the one which corresponds with the
Hebrew word olam, and which therefore deserves the
first rank in regard to order, I put down first: an
indefinite period of time; time without limitation;
ever, forever, time without end, eternity, all in
relation to future time. The different shades by which
the word is rendered, depend on the object with which
aiónios is associated, or to which it has relation,
rather than to any difference in the real meaning of
the word."
J. W. Haley says: "The Hebrew word 'olam' rendered
'forever,' does not imply the metaphysical idea of
absolute endlessness, but a period of indefinite length,
as Rambach says, a very long time, the end of which is
hidden from us." Olam or olim is the Hebrew equivalent
of aión.
- "An Examination of the Alleged Discrepancies of
the Bible," p.216.
Dr. Edward Beecher remarks, "It commonly means
merely continuity of action . . . all attempts to set
forth eternity as the original and primary sense of
aión are at war with the facts of the Greek language
for five centuries, in which it denoted life and its
derivative senses, and the sense eternity was unknown."
And he also says what is the undoubted fact, "that the
original sense of aión is not eternity. . . . It is
conceded on all hands that this (life) was originally
the general use of the word. In the Paris edition of
Henry Stephens' Lexicon it is affirmed emphatically
"that life, or the space of life, is the primitive
sense of the word, and that it is always so used by
Homer, Hesiod, and the old primitive sense of the word,
and that it is always so used by Homer, Hesiod, and the
old poets; also by Pindar and the tragic writers, as
well as by Herodotus and Xenophon." "Pertaining to the
world to come," is the sense given to "These shall go
away into everlasting punishment," by Prof. Tayler
Lewis, who adds "The preacher in contending with the
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Universalist and the Restorationist, would commit an
error, and it may be suffer a failure in his argument,
should he lay the whole stress of it on the
etymological of historical significance of the words
aión, aiónios, and attempt to prove that of themselves
they necessarily carry the meaning of endless duration.
'These shall go away into the restraint, imprisonment
of the world to come,' is all we can etymologically or
exegetically make of the word in this passage."
"Undoubtedly the definition given by Schleusner is
the accurate one, 'Duration determined by the subject
to which it is applied.' Thus it only expresses the
idea of endlessness when connected with what is endless,
as God. The word great is an illustrative word. Great
applied to a tree, or mountain, or man, denotes
different degrees, all finite, but when referring to
God, it has the sense of infinite. Infinity does not
reside in the word 'great' but it has that meaning when
applied to God. It does not impart it to God, it
derives it from him. So of aiónion; applied to Jonah's
residence in the fish, it means seventy hours; to the
priesthood of Aaron, it signifies several centuries; to
the mountains, thousands of years; to the punishments
of a merciful God, as long as is necessary to vindicate
his law and reform his children; to God himself,
eternity. What great is to size, aiónios is to duration.
Human beings live from a few hours to a century;
nations from a century to thousands of years; and
worlds, for aught we know, from a few to many millions
of years, and God is eternal. So that when we see the
word applied to a human life it denotes somewhere from
a few days to a hundred years; when it is applied to a
nation, it denotes anywhere from a century to ten
thousand years, more or less, and when to God it means
endless. In other words it practically denotes
indefinite duration, as we shall see when we meet the
word in sacred and secular literature. Dr. Beecher well
observes:
. "There are five ages, or aggregates of ages, involving
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temporary systems, spoken of in the Old Testament.
These ages are distinctly stated to be temporary, and
yet to them all are applied olam and its reduplications,
as fully and emphatically as they are to God. This is a
positive demonstration that the word olam, as affirmed
by Taylor and Fuerst in their Hebrew Concordances means
an indefinite period or age, past or future, and not an
absolute eternity. When applied to God, the idea of
eternity is derived from him, and not from the word.
This indefinite division of time is represented olam
(Greek aión). Hence we find, since there are many ages,
or periods, that the word is used in the plural.
Moreover, since one great period or age can comprehend
under it subordinate ages, we find such expressions as
an age of ages, or an olam of olams, and other
reduplications.
"In some cases, however, the reduplication of olam
seems to be a rhetorical amplification of the idea,
without any comprehension of ages by a greater age.
This is especially true when olam is in the singular in
both parts of the reduplication, as "To the age of the
age."
"The use of the word in the plural is decisive
evidence that the sense of the word is not eternity, in
the absolute sense, for there can be but one such
eternity. But as time past and future can be divided by
ages, so there may be many ages, and an age of ages."
"The pure idea of eternity is too abstract to have been
conceived in the early ages of the world, and
accordingly is not found expressed by any word in the
ancient languages. But as cultivation advanced and this
idea became more distinctly developed, it became
necessary in order to express it to invent new words in
a new sense, as was done with the words eternitas,
perennitas, etc. The Hebrews were destitute of any
single word to express endless duration. To express a
past eternity they said before the world was; a future,
when the world shall be no more. . . . The Hebrews and
other ancient people have no one word for expressing
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the precise idea of eternity."
"Can anything be clearer than this, that the
lexicographers and critics unite in saying that limited
duration is not only allowable, but that it is the
prevailing signification of the word? Do they not agree
that eternal duration is not in the word, and can only
be imparted to it by the subject associated with it?
Thus Lexicography declares that Limited Duration is the
force of the word, duration to be determined by the
subjected treated, if we allow Etymology and
Lexicography to declare the verdict. And yet it is
possible for these to be mistaken. Incredible, but
still possible, that all students and critics of the
word should have mistaken its character. But there is
one tribunal that cannot mislead, and that is Usage."
<https://www.tentmaker.org/books/Aion_lim.html>

Review: Additional information regarding 'aidios',
the Greek Word that actually means endless: The Bible
only uses the word aidios two times:
The first is in Romans 1:20.

The only other time it is used is in Jude 6
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Jude 1:6 And the angels which kept not their first
estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved
in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment
of the great day.

where it refers to “everlasting chains” that hold
fallen angels captive until the day of judgment. These
"everlasting" chains will only last until "the judgment
of the great day" - either the writer was confused, or
the translators have mistranslated. The letter of Jude
is only obscure if we neglect its key feature. which is
highly steeped in biblical history. Jude verse 6 refers
to an historical biblical event - the rebellion of
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Korah (refer to Jude verse 11 and Numbers chapter 16)
is the best historical verse for the "angels which kept
not their first estate" of Jude 6.
Note that angels can be (human) "messengers" - the
Greek for Angels in Jude 6 is translated (human)
'messengers' in both Luke 9:52 and James 2:25.
< http://www.easyvigour.net.nz/religious/h_wickedtormented.htm#twoquotes>

Jude 1:6 And the angels which kept not their first
estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved
in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment
of the great day.

Jude 1:7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities
about them in like manner, giving themselves over to
fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set
forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of
eternal fire.

In these two verses from Jude, we discover there
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are eternal or aidios bonds and an aiōnios (aioniou)
[eonian/age-during] punishment of fire. So, here we
have the two concepts of eternal and age-during or
eonian presented back-to-back. How are these verses to
be interpreted?
This question answered in the commentary of Rev.
John Wesley Hanson:
" 1. The construction of the language shows that the
latter word limits the former. The aidios chains are
even as the aiōnion fire. As if one should say "I have
infinitely troubled, I have been vexed for an hour," or
'He is an endless talker, he can talk for five hours on
a stretch.' Now while 'infinitely' and 'endless' convey
the same sense of unlimited, they are both limited by what
follows, as aidios, eternal, is limited by aiōnios,
indefinitely long.
2. That this is the correct exegesis is evident from
still another limitation of the word. "The angels ....
He hath reserved in everlasting chains UNTO judgment of
the great day." Had Jude said that the angels are held
in aidio chains', and stopped there, not limiting the
word, we should not dare deny that he taught their
eternal imprisonment. But when he limits the duration
by aiōnion and then expressly states that it is only
unto a certain date, we understand that the
imprisonment will terminate, even though we find
applied to it a word that intrinsically signifies
eternal duration, and that was used by the Greeks to
convey the idea of eternity, and was attached to
punishment by the Greek Jews of our Savior's times, to
describe endless punishment, in which they were
believers."
Although some of the Jews during Jesus' earthly
walk believed in the pagan concept of eternal or
unending punishment (i.e., torture), it is highly
significant that Jesus and His disciples never used the
word aidios in referring to punishment or life, for
that matter. Aidios is never used with zoë or life. It
is never aidios zoe; it is always aiōnion zoe. As for
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punishment, Jesus spoke of eonian (aiōnion) chastening
or correction, not eternal punishment."
This leads to the concept of Eonian Chastisement.
Down through the centuries, it has been debated whether
God's judgment or, as many prefer, God's punishment of
the unbeliever is eternal or for an age or ages. Is it
unending, or is it limited in duration? It is a safe
assumption that, for the most part, eternal punishment
has won out and become a tradition among most
Christians. This tradition of men declares, almost with
a sense of pride, that billions upon billions of people,
created to be in the image of God, are going to be (or,
already are) in a place of literal fire and worms
called hell where they are tortured without end, that
is, forever and ever and ever[emphasis added to make
the point]consider one verse on the matter.
Consider again one verse on the matter - Matthew
25:41:
Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting
[aionion] fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:

Now, let us consider a compilation of the more
literal translations of this verse.
"Then shall he say also to those on the left hand, Go
ye from me, the cursed, to the fire, the age-during
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[aiōnios][age-abiding, fire eonian; Fire of the Ages;
aionian fire], that hath been prepared for the Devil
and his messengers; ...'And these shall go away to
punishment age-during [aiōnios][age-abiding correction;
eonian chastening], but the righteous to life ageduring [aiōnios][Life of the Ages; aionian Life]'
(Matthew 25:41, 46 YLT [REB;CLV;WNT; WED])
Given all that has been presented about the word
eonian [aiōnion], it should be apparent that the
judgment of God is eonian or age-during, meaning it is
limited in duration, not eternal or endless. This is a
vital key to understanding both the lake of fire and
God's judgment emanating out of His fiery lake.
< http://www.kingdomandglory.com/art/art57.pdf>

Aion and aionios. When both the singular and plural
are used together in one sentence there has to be more
than one aion (age). A plural eternity or forever is
impossible; aionios refer to periods of time (ages).
Unless an age means all of time, there has to be
another part(s) of time (another age or ages); an age
is not forever, not eternity as the English word
eternity is used today.
The word "eternal" was first put into the Bible
when the Latin Vulgate Version of Jerome was translated
into English; there is no word in the Hebrew or Greek
Bible that directly corresponds to the English word
"eternal". Jerome's translation give aion two
difference meaning by translating aion into two
different Latin words.
"There were two Latin words that he could have used
for the Greek word aiōnion ─ aeternum and speculum,
from which come our English words eternal and secular
(or, worldly), respectively. However, aeternum also has
a double meaning, either unending time or an age or eon,
as in a limited period of time. In a sense, both
meanings incorporate the concept of time. Jerome chose
aeternum and herein is the challenge, for this left its
meaning open to interpretative bias."
The first English translations were from the Latin
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Vulgate, if the first English translation had come
directly from the Hebrew and Greek, it is unlikely that
"eternal" would have ever been in it. Jerome was
inconsistent in the way he put 'eternal' into his Latin
Catholic translation by translating aion into 'eternal'
twenty-seven times out of about one hundred twenty-five
times that aion is used, nevertheless, his inconsistent
changes were translated into English, and many later
translations copied them.
< http://www.robertwr.com/resurrection.pdf>
Unfortunately, Augustine, a contemporary of Jerome,
was virtually ignorant of Greek, as noted in the book
Augustine of Hippo (page 36) by historian Peter Brown.
"Augustine's failure to learn Greek was a momentous
casualty of the late Roman educational system; he will
become the only Latin philosopher in antiquity to be
virtually ignorant of Greek. "Consequently, when
Augustine read the Vulgate, he took the word aeternumto
mean "eternal" or "endless," rather than an "age" or "a
period of indefinite time." However, Augustine knew the
argument of eternal verses eonian judgment as evidenced
by what he wrote in City of God, Book XX1:
"For Christ said in the very same place, including
both in one and the same sentence: 'So these will go
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal
life.' If both are eternal, then surely both must be
understood as 'long,' but having an end, or else as
'everlasting' without an end. For they are matched with
each other. In one clause eternal punishment, in the
other eternal life. (To say) 'eternal life shall be
without end, (but) eternal punishment will have an end'
is utterly absurd. Hence, since eternal life of the
saints will be without end, eternal punishment also
will surely have no end, for those whose lot it is."
" Based on common logic, his argument is sound. If
life is eternal, then judgment must be so also. If life
is eonian then judgment must be so also. However, this
does not change the fact that the argument rests
entirely on the Greek meaning of aiōnion, not on the
Latin meaning. In other words, the Latin interpretation
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of the Greek word does not necessarily make it the
correct meaning, especially if it is contrary to the
Greek."
3j1)

HOW MANY AGES (AIONS) ARE THERE?
"We can acquire a basic grasp of the number of ages
related to God’s dealings with man by considering the
three basic categories of time: past, present, and
future. Let’s consider three verses that will help us
in these three areas of time.
In the Past: “Even the mystery which hath been hid from
ages [aion] and from generations, but now is made
manifest to His saints (Colossians 1:26).
In the Present: “Who gave Himself for our sins, that He
might deliver us from this present evil world [aion],
according to the will of God and our Father” (Galatians
1:4).
In the Future: “That in the ages[aion] to come He might
shew the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness
toward us through Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:7)"
<http://www.pilkingtonandsons.com/art_pilkington_forever.pdf>

Definitive Eonian Passages
Review:
Exodus 15:18 The LORD shall reign for ever and ever

◄ 5769. olam ►
Strong's Concordance
olam: long duration, antiquity, futurity
Original Word: עוֹלם
Part of Speech: Noun Masculine
Transliteration: olam
Phonetic Spelling: (o-lawm')
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Definition: long duration, antiquity, futurity
Literally this verse says "Yahweh, He shall reign
for the age (eon) and beyond” . That is the Hebrew
translation. In the Hebrew, it reads
'leolam wa ed' (Hebrew is read right to left) means
'the age and beyond'. To translate this as 'forever'
conceals the fact that in the Hebrew language the words
everlasting , eternal and forever are usually derived
from the transliterated Hebrew word olam, which means
“to hide, keep secret, obscure.” Olam relates to an age
whose end is unknown and thus whose end is obscure, but
not necessarily endless. In other words, in non-Diety
contexts it refers to an indefinite period of time,
however in the restricted case of Exodus 15:18, which
has a Diety context, the concept of eternal or
eternity that is endlessness is contextually the
meaning of owlam. To repeat a general rule:
Again, the general rule is if the Greek PLURAL wordaionas (or its
grammatical derivatives) is directly ATTACHED to the subject/object of
God/Jesus/Holy Spirit/Heaven etc. it represents in most cases INFINATEAGES...
Ages that just keeps on coming without end, If the Greek PLURAL word aionas
(or its grammatical
derivatives) is directly ATTACHED to the subject/objectof God/Jesus/Holy
Spirit/Heaven etc. it represents in most cases 'the age and beyond'... Ages
that just keepson coming with no end in sight.
"The Hebrew word owlam literally means "beyond thehorizon." When
looking off in the far distance it is difficult to make out any details and
what is beyond that horizon cannot be seen. This concept is the olam.The
word olam is also used for time for the distant
past or the distant future as a time that is difficult to know or perceive.
This word is frequently translatedas "eternity" meaning a continual span of
time that never ends. In the Hebrew mind it is simply what is at or beyond
the horizon, a very distant time. A common phrase in the Hebrew is "l'olam
va'ed" and is usually translated as "forever and ever," but in the Hebrew it
means "to the distant horizon and again" meaning "a very distant time and
even further."

<https://www.ancient-hebrew.org/definition/eternity.htm>

The words 'everlasting' or 'forever' are actually
used of several things in the Old Testament that do not
last forever.
(1). AGES WITH BOTH A BEGINNING AND AN END
Some of the things that are "everlasting" or "forever"
in the King James Version that are age lasting, not
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everlasting; Many “forevers” (olams-ages) of the King
James Version have passed away, have already came to an
end.
1. The Law of Moses. "A statute forever (olam-age)" See
Exodus 12:24; 27:21; 28:43; 29:28; 30:21; Leviticus
6:18; 6:22; 7:34; 7:36; 10:9; 10:15; 16:29; 16:31; 17:7;
23:14; 24:3; Numbers 10:8; 15:15; 18:8; 18:11; 18:23;
19:10; Deuteronomy 12:28; 13:16; 15:17; 23:3; 28:40;
29:29; Joshua 4:7; 8:28; 14:9. It lasted for an age
(about 1500 years), and was replaced with a better
covenant (Hebrews 8:7-14), it had a beginning and an
ending; it was not "forever" with the meaning of
forever in today's English. Forever in the King James
Version is a bad translation of olam, for olam in the
Old Testament did not have the same meaning that
forever had in 1611, or not the same meaning that
forever has today.
2. Jews were to possess the land "forever" (olamage)(Genesis 13:15).
3. Temple rituals to continue forever (olam-age) (2
Chronicles 2:4). Today there is no temple in Jerusalem,
and no rituals in the temple that does not exist.
4. Levites were to bear the ark forever (olam-age) (1
Chronicles 15:2). There are no Levites to bear the Ark,
and no Ark for them to bear.
5. Sacrifices were forever (olam-age) (Leviticus 3:17;
6:18; 7:36; 10:9-15; 16:29; 17:17; 23:14; 24:3; Numbers
10:8; 15:15; 18:8; 19:10).
6. Circumcision was forever (olam-age) (Genesis 17:13).
7. David's throne was forever (olam-age) (2 Samuel
7:12-13; 1 Kings 9:5).
8. A slave was a slave forever (olam-age) (Exodus 21:6;
Deuteronomy 15:17). Olam (forever) lasted only to the
end of his life.
9. Jonah's "everlasting" (olam-age) lasted only three
days (Jonah 2:6).
(2). AGES THAT HAD A BEGINNING BUT THE ENDING ARE IN
THE OBSCURE FUTURE The everlasting (olam-age) hills
Genesis 49:26 The blessings of thy father have
1207

prevailed above the blessings of my progenitors unto
the utmost bound of the everlasting hills: they shall
be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head
of him that was separate from his brethren.
The hills had a beginning when the Earth was made,
but their ending is some time in the obscure future:
Nahum 1:5 The mountains quake at him, and the hills
melt, and the earth is burned at his presence, yea, the
world, and all that dwell therein.
Psalms 97:5 The hills melted like wax at the presence
of the LORD, at the presence of the Lord of the whole
earth.
The everlasting (olam-age) covenant of the rainbow
(Genesis 9:11-17). Like the hills, the beginning of the
rainbow covenant is known, but both the hills and the
rainbow end. Neither are “everlasting,” both had a
beginning, both will have an ending; “olam hills” are
not “eternal hills.”
Amos 9:13 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that
the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the reader
of grapes him that soweth seed; and the mountains shall
drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt.
This shows there is going be abundance of plants
and it’s going to be a fruitful time even up till the
time of harvest. (It's not like that today.) They're
going to sew. All the way till it's time to resew again
they're going to have fruit. It's going to be a
plentiful time. There's going to be abundance.
'melt' - Because there will be so much liquid coming
from the fruit that they'll just make a muddy mess.
More on Everlasting and Forever
In the King James Version olam in the Old Testament,
"Age, age-lasting, olam" Robert Young, Young's
Analytical Concordance To The Bible, page 310.
Olam
in the Hebrew Old Testament is translated everlasting
in the King James Version and others. In the popular
usage of today eternal means endless, which is not the
way olam or olamim are used in the Hebrew Old Testament.
Olam-singular, and olamim-plural are used of
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Olam-singular, and olamim-plural are used of
1. Periods of time that had both a beginning and an
end. Forever (olam) is used about sixty-five times in
the Old Testament for things that have already came toan end.

2. Periods of times that had a beginning, but the time
of their end is has not yet came.
3. A Period of time that is followed by another period
of time; “from olam (age) to olam (age),” and “from
olam (age) to olamim (ages), which are often translated
“forever and ever.” If “forever and ever” (eternity and
eternity) made sense, which it doesn’t, then it would
make there be more than one eternity, another eternity
after one eternity ended, “eternity and eternity.” Some
material here is review.
(1). AGES WITH BOTH A BEGINNING AND AN END - more
Some of the things that are "everlasting" or
"forever" in the King James Version that was age
lasting, not everlasting; MANY “FOREVERS” (OLAMS-AGES)
OF THE KING JAMES VERSION HAVE PASSED AWAY, HAVE
ALREADY CAME TO AN END. 1. The Law of Moses. "A statute
forever (olam-age)"
See Exodus 12:24; 27:21; 28:43; 29:28; 30:21;
Leviticus 6:18; 6:22; 7:34; 7:36; 10:9; 10:15; 16:29;
16:31; 17:7; 23:14; 24:3;
The Law of Moses lasted for an age (about 1500
years), and was replaced with a better covenant
- it had a beginning and an ending; it was not
"forever" with the meaning of forever in today's
English. Forever in the King James Version is a bad
translation of olam, for olam in the Old Testament did
not have the same meaning that forever had in 1611, or
not the same meaning that forever has today.
2. Jews were to possess the land "forever" (olam-age)
Genesis 13:15 For all the land which thou seest, to
thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.
3. Temple rituals to continue forever (olam-age)
2Chronicles 2:4 Behold, I build an house to the name
of the LORD my God, to dedicate [it] to him, [and] to
burn before him sweet incense, and for the continual
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shewbread, and for the burnt offerings morning and
evening, on the Sabbaths, and on the new moons, and on
the solemn feasts of the LORD our God. This [is an
ordinance] for ever to Israel.
Today there is no temple in Jerusalem, and no
rituals in the temple that does not exist.
4. Levites were to bear the ark forever (olam-age).
1Chronicles 15:2 Then David said, None ought to carry
the ark of God but the Levites: for them hath the LORD
chosen to carry the ark of God, and to minister unto
him for ever.
There are no Levites to bear the Ark, and no Ark
for them to bear.
5. Sacrifices were forever (olam-age)
Leviticus 3:17 [It shall be] a perpetual statute for
your generations throughout all your dwellings, that ye
eat neither fat nor blood.
Leviticus 6:18 All the males among the children of
Aaron shall eat of it. [It shall be] a statute for ever
in your generations concerning the offerings of the
LORD made by fire: every one that toucheth them shall
be holy.
Christ sacrificed Himself replacing the need for
animal sacrifices.
Hebrews 7:27 Who needeth not daily, as those high
priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins,
and then for the people's: for this he did once, when
he offered up himself.
6. Circumcision was forever (olam-age)
Genesis 17:13 He that is born in thy house, and he that
is bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised:
and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an
everlasting covenant.
7. A slave was a slave forever (olam-age)
Exodus 21:6 Then his master shall bring him unto the
judges; he shall also bring him to the door, or unto
the door post; and his master shall bore his ear
through with an aul; and he shall serve him for ever.
Deuteronomy 15:17 Then thou shalt take an aul, and
thrust [it] through his ear unto the door, and he shall
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be thy servant for ever. And also unto thy maidservant
thou shalt do likewise.
- Olam (forever) lasted only to the end of his life.
8. Jonah's "everlasting" (olam-age) lasted only three
days (Jonah 2:6).
Jonah 2:2 And said, I cried by reason of mine
affliction unto the LORD, and he heard me; out of the
belly of hell cried I, [and] thou heardest my voice.
(2). AGES THAT HAD A BEGINNING BUT THE ENDING ARE IN
THE OBSCURE FUTURE The everlasting (olam-age) hills
Genesis 49:26 The blessings of thy father have
prevailed above the blessings of my progenitors unto
the utmost bound of the everlasting hills: they shall
be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head
of him that was separate from his brethren.
Review: The hills are not everlasting Amos 9:13 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that
the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the treader
of grapes him that soweth seed; and the mountains shall
drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt.
Today’s concept of eternity did not exist in the
Old Testament; they had the concept of one age after
another age after another age, but not of today’s
eternity.
1. Age (olam) changed to days of old 15 times.
2. Age (olam) changed to Ancient 4 times.
3. Age (olam) changed to long 3 times. 742
4. Age (olam) changed to world 3 times
(4). OLAM (age) CHANGED TO WORLD Olam is changed to
“old,” “ancient,” and “long” is also changed to “world”
three times; changed to still another completely
difference word that is not in the Hebrew; four words
that have nothing in common. “World” and “age” (olam)
are not even close to being the same thing.
1. “Since the beginning of the world (olam-age),”
should have been, “Since the beginning of the age.”
Anyone can see why they did not translate it, “Since
1211

the beginning of everlasting” as they did change "olam"
“age” to “everlasting” in many places.

Deuteronomy 32:7 Remember the days of old, consider
the years of many generations: ask thy father, and he
will shew thee; thy elders, and they will tell thee.
Take note that the word 'old' comes from the Hebrew
word olam (below). Similar verses are found in Genesis
6:4,Joshua 24:2,1 Samuel 27:8,Job 22:15,and Isaiah
42:14. Thus, olam not only signifies future periods of
time such as ages but also past times such as times of
old.
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Ecclesiastes 1:4 [One] generation passeth away, and
[another] generation cometh: but the earth abideth for
ever.

<http://www.theheraldofgodsgrace.org/Gelesnoff/ECCstudies/ecclesiastes002vg.html>
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Strong's Concordance #5796
olam: long duration, antiquity, futurity
Original Word: עוֹלם
Part of Speech: Noun Masculine
Transliteration: olam
Phonetic Spelling: (o-lawm')
Definition: long duration, antiquity, futurity
The truth concerning the purpose of the eons plays
when it is seen in its Inspired context, opens to one's
mind's useful paths of seldom traversed truth. But the
place of the eons in God's purpose has been hidden by
faulty translations. Anyone who owns a concordance can
get at the facts, but the reader of versions like the
King James is taught by the interpretation of the
translators. Let us see what additional answers we get
from Biblehub.com's Hebrew/Greek to English.
<http://www.robertwr.com/resurrection.pdf>
< https://www.concordant.org/expositions/his-achievement-are-we/part-15living-god-eons/>

Using biblehub.com and scripture4all translations“
we see
(some of this is review): Some Matthew 24:3 background:
“'when' - they are interested in the time element
'things' - the throwing down of the temple
'coming'Matthew 23:39 For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me
henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed [is] he that cometh
in the name of the Lord.
3 things
1) When
2) what will be the sign
Matthew 24:30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son
of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth
mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the
clouds of heaven with power and great glory. The Jews will
mourn because of the persecution and destruction of Israel.
Solve an unclear passage by using a clear passage. Either
they are mourning for their Christ or for the tribes that
are going to be destroyed. Then it could be those Jews that
took the mark (apostate to the tribes) and didn't help their
brother in the 2nd coming.
1214

3) the end - of this world (this age) The bible is setup in
ages. In the history of the earth (a world is an organized
system) One is set up in gen 1:1 - thrown down in gen 1:2,
it comes to destruction in 1:2 - its proven in job, 2pe 3,
gen 1, isa 14, eze 28 that there was a previous creation,
organized system on this earth and that system perished and
another system was set up. The original system was
geological, the new system is botanical. Satan was put over
the 1st system and man is put over this one. Then God runs
the next one which begins with the millennial day and goes
right out into eternity. Adam was told to 'replenish'. A
whole new world system. (The organization and the people
that run it). The government Christ sets up in the
Millennium, there shall be no end, Christ running it. 3
world systems - 1 with Satan, one with man, one with God.
Man runs his for 6,000 years. The other dates are wrong as
the flood changed our atmosphere.…
The passage has a double application. In type you can
apply some of it historically to the destruction of
Jerusalem in 70 AD. The doctrinal, literal application goes
far beyond 70 AD. There are things that happen here that did
not happen in 70AD. A liberal will make everything in
Matthew 24 and the corresponding passages in Mark 13 and
Luke 21 apply to 70 AD to tell you that all these things
have already taken place and the that the book of Revelation
was fulfilled in the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD.
That’s how an a-mellinnial or post-millennial expositor
handles these passages. These were all prophesies and all
fulfilled in the early church and the destruction of
Jerusalem in 70 AD. You cannot apply it like this.
'mount of olives' - a mountain in the Bible sometimes has
something to do with a kingdom Daniel 2:35 Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the
silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became
like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind
carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the
stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and
filled the whole earth. The mount of olives is very typical
in relation to the comings.”
Dr. Estep

Matthew 24:3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives,
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the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us,
when shall these things be? and what [shall be] the
sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?

What do the following inspired expressions found in
the Original mean? 'end of the world'(AV) →
Greek:'consummation of the age'
(The end of the eon)

Ephesians 3:21 Unto him [be] glory in the church by
1216

Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end.
Amen.

'ends of the world'(AV) →
Greek: 'generations of the age of the ages'
(generations of the eon of
the eons)
How do we solve the apparent contradiction between
"end of the world" (Matthew 24:3) and "world without
end" (Ephesians 3:21)? Since there can be no actual
contradiction in God's Inspired Original, we know that
this is only an apparent discrepancy. Since we learn by
doing, we will do well to follow the steps set before
us in this issue.
We find that Matthew 24:3 (KJB) reads: 'end of the
world' Using Young's concordance as a dictionary, we
turn to "W". Going down the third column looking for
our reference under the keyword WORLD, we find Matthew
24:3 under this heading:
"6. Age, indefinite time, dispensation, aion."
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We find for Ephesians 3:21 under "WORLD, (standeth,
beginning of the, without end)". Farther down we find:
"5. Of the age of the ages, tou aionos ton aionon."
With this information our verse reads: 'all the
generations of the age of the ages' (instead of "world
without end").We now know that our Greek word in
Matthew 24:3 and Ephesians 3:21 is aion. Aionios is the
adjective.

"Age" may do for the singular noun, and "ages" for
the plural noun, but we face a problem with the
adjective. We can resort to "age-lasting" or "ageduring," as some versions do, but we shall have to add
words not found in the text. The simplest solution is
to convert the Greek aion, aionon and aionios into the
English eon, of eons, and eonian. This eliminates the
human element which tends to intrude when translating.
This is simply transliteration, which is what the
compilers of concordances and some translators have
done with other words, such as baptize, ecclesia, amen,
hallelujah.
A feature of the Concordant Version (a literal
translation) is the transliteration of aion to eon, and
aionios to eonian. Thus we can see these controversial
and much-disputed words as nearly as possible as they
are in the Original, thus he/she has the same reading
as the scholar of Greek for understanding the exact
meaning of these terms.
(2) The words 'eternal', everlasting and 'forever' stem
primarily from mistranslations of the Hebrew words
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'owlam and the Greek words 'anion', 'aionos and aionion.
The treatment of the key words aion and aionion, or eon
and eonian is problematic. The margin of the AV admits
that eon denotes age.
If aion also means 'world,' why should the plural
be rendered 'forever' and the adjective 'everlasting'?
It is clearly evident that any word should carry
substantially the same central meaning in all of its
variations. Why render the noun "world" in the text and
"age" in the margin? Why render "forever and ever" in
the text and age of ages in the margin? Why render the
adjective "eternal" and "everlasting"? Is this a
faithful translation? A word that can mean anything has
no value.
As we stated, one particular error that is
indefensible is the phrase "forever and ever." If
"forever" means endlessly, the addition of "and ever"
is meaningless. If, however, "forever" does not carry
that connotation, then the additional "and ever" cannot
impart such a meaning. This rendering is a theological
contrivance which is defendable neither on linguistic
nor philological grounds. Since the phrase contains two
plural nouns, it should be translated ages of ages, or
eons of eons. This will be all be discussed in detail
in this document.

Some of this is review:
Unrepentant sinners have no immortal soul that can be
tortured forever in a place called hell.
The Bible says that immortality is something that
God imparts only to believers. The Old Testament (OT)
taught immortality would result by living righteously
before God.
Proverbs 12:28 In the way of righteousness [is] life;
and [in] the pathway [thereof there is] no death.
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The New Testament (NT) also says that God alone has
immortality, but He grants it to humans who trust in
Him.
From these passage three things about immortality
are stated:
1. Immortality is given only to believers, there is no
mention of unbelievers ever receiving it.
2. It is a gift from God that believers will receive in
the future at Christ's coming.
3. Immortality refers not only to the soul or spirit,
but the body is also included. Believers become
immortal when this mortal body puts on an immortal one.
Therefore, according to the Bible, humanity is not
immortal by nature. Immortality is achieved when the
body of the believer is raised and transformed and then
united with the soul.
Christians have an immortal inheritance in their
future:
1Peter 1:3 Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
1Peter 1:4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven
for you,
Immortality is achieved when the body of the
believer is raised and transformed and then united with
the soul. The soul dies when the person dies (It's a
component of the blood - the life (Leviticus 17:11)),
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but the soul does not perish unless the individual is
castinto the lake of fire (which is the second death)
(Revelation 21:8).
"How do immortality** and eonian life* relate to
each other? To sum up the answer — eonian life is life
in this age and the ages to come, and immortality is
life beyond death, regardless of the age. Immortal life
is not dependent on the eons, or time and space.
However, one who is immortal truly has eonian life, but
eonian life does not automatically mean that one has
immortality. Most of us who believe in this age might
agree that we have eonian life, since we are
progressively coming to know God and His Son (at least,
we should be). But we presently are not immortal, for
we all must face a physical death until the Lord comes
and we are given immortality through resurrection and
transformation (transfiguration).The state of physical
death has not been removed from mankind, even though
Jesus has overcome death. A day is coming when death
will be abolished (1 Corinthians 15:26)."
* "Eonian life is not about an endless life (in
eternity or in heaven, for that matter); rather, it is
all about relationship, knowing God the Father and
knowing His Son whom He sent to earth to reveal the
Father. This is how Jesus defines eonian life. Nowhere
are we told that eonian life is about dying and going
to heaven for eternity or even immortality, for that
matter. It is all relational: to KNOW GOD AND HIS SON.
This knowing is not only for our present age but also
(and especially) for the ages to come. As Mitchell's
[JM-NT] translation states, it is a progressive knowing,
a knowing that grows. This is truly the good news of
the eonian life.
** "Immortal life is not dependent on the eons, or time
and space. However, one who is immortal truly has
eonian life, but eonian life does not automatically
mean that one has immortality. Most of us who believe
in this age might agree that we have eonian life, since
we are progressively coming to know God and His Son (at
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least, we should be). But we presently are not immortal,
for we all must face a physical death until the Lord
comes and we are given immortality through resurrection
and transformation (transfiguration). The state of
physical death has not been removed from mankind, even
though Jesus has overcome death. A day is coming when
death will be abolished (1 Corinthians 15:26). Actually,
Paul links immortality or incorruptibility with eonian
life, as if the two are one and the same. In a sense
they are, for when we are immortal, we also have eonian
life. The question is whether we can have eonian life
without immortal life. It would appear that, based on
Jesus' definition of eonian life, the answer is yes. If
the answer were no, we would have to conclude that we
also cannot know God and His Son until we are immortal,
meaning no believer in our day truly knows God and His
Son. Of course, the other conclusion is that all
believers are immortal today, which is a false
conclusion since we all continue to die."
Romans 2:7 To them who by patient continuance in well
doing seek for glory and honour and immortality,
eternal life:
"To those, indeed, who in continuance of a good work,
do seek glory, and honour, and incorruptibility
[immortality]—life age-during [aionian life; eonian
life; life age-abiding; life in the age to come;
eternal life].... (Romans 2:7 YLT [WED; CLV; REB;
Kingdom NT; NASB])"
"Since Paul leads off with incorruption or
immortality as something to seek and since Jesus has
defined eonian life, could we not conclude that
immortality is when we will know the Father and the Son
in a way that we have never known them before, even in
fullness? The Greek word aphtharsiais translated as
immortal, which means "deathlessness" or "beyond
death." Paul uses this word in 1 Corinthians 15:53-54
and 1 Timothy 6:16. Immortality is life beyond death,
never again to be subjected to the possibility of death.
This is the hope and expectation of all believers. In
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this age, immortal life is the promise for all
believers. No one possesses it today. The issue is
timing, that is, when one enters into immortal life in
the true and full sense. The greatest expectation of a
believer is to attain immortality at the end of our
present eon, for this ensures the life of the ages or
eonian life for all the ages that lead up to the
consummation of the ages at Creation's grand jubile and
beyond. Contrary to the tradition of men, immortality
does not come about when one dies, that is, through
death of the mortal body. Immortality is about the body,
not the spirit*. It comes about with the redemption of
the body that occurs with resurrection and
transformation; a future event for which Christians
should be waiting eagerly (Romans 8:23). Death does not
redeem our body, only resurrection does. No one has
immortality at this point in time, for the King alone
possesses immortality [athanasia] (1 Timothy 6:16)."No
one [man] has ascended into heaven, but He who
descended from heaven: the Son of Man" (John 3:13).
Thus, no one of mankind has immortality today and no
one except the Son who is in heaven today, at least as
far as these verses tell us. The redemption of the body
comes with the placing or adoption as sons (Romans 8:23)
when this mortal puts on immortality (1 Corinthians
15:53). It is when we put on our dwelling from heaven
so that what is mortal is swallowed up by life (2
Corinthians 5:1-5). It is when we are glorified into
the image of the Son of God. This does not take place
in death; it takes place with resurrection and
transfiguration at His appearing. As John wrote: We
know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because
we will see Him just as He is. And everyone who has
this hope...(1 John 3:2).
*In Scripture, humans are said to have spirits, but not
be spirits. For example, Jesus said on the cross,
“Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit” – He said
He had a spirit, but did not refer to Himself or define
Himself as a spirit. This is because a human being is
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not just a spirit – we also have a body, which is
visible to the human eye, and therefore it is not
proper to refer to a human being as merely a spirit.
But of course it is proper to say that a human being
has a spirit. Jesus said to the thief, “Today you will
be with Me in paradise” in agreement with Ecclesiastes
12:7; here Jesus reveals that a human being’s spirit is
the essence of them, but 1 Thessalonians 5:23 makes it
clear that a human being is not by definition a spirit
only. That is why the Bible does not call human beings
“spirits” – because a human being is not only a spirit,
it is a spirit united with a body to produce a
conscious soul (Gen. 2:7). The term “spirits”, as in a
being that is a spirit, by definition, is reserved for
spirit beings such as God the Father, angels, demons,
and other types of beings such as those described in
Revelation 4:4-11. A spirit like this, a spirit being,
has a body or makeup that is not physical and cannot be
perceived with the physical eyes, and it does not need
a physical body that can be perceived by the five
physical human senses in order to be conscious. A human
being, by contrast, must have a spirit united with a
physical body to produce a conscious soul (Gen. 2:7). A
non-human spirit or spirit being, however, is conscious
without a physical body that can be perceived by the
five human senses. You see, the word “spirit” in Greek
is the same as the word “breath”, obviously implying
something that is real but usually cannot be seen with
the natural eyes. So the Scriptural definition of a
“spirit” – not a human being’s spirit, but a spirit
being such as an angel or a demon, referred to only as
a “spirit” and not as a human or a person – is a being
that does not (usually) have or appear in a physical
body that can be perceived by the five physical human
senses and unlike humans, does not require such a
physical body to be conscious. Again, humans are never
referred to in Scripture as “spirits” because we are
not spirits (or unseen beings) by definition."
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1Peter 3:19 By which also he went and preached unto
the spirits in prison;
The “disobedient spirits in prison” to whom Jesus
preached after His resurrection are not human beings.
They are clearly the same fallen angels talked about in
other passages such as Genesis 6:1-13, 2nd Peter 2:4-5,
and Jude 6, that were “disobedient in the days of Noah”.
1st Peter 3:19-20 is clearly a parallel passage to
these. Later in this book you will find out what will
happen to these fallen angels later on in God’s plan,
and you will see why Jesus went to the dark place where
they are currently trapped (2 Pet. 2:4, Jude 6) and
preached to them after He rose from the dead.
Some people say, “Doesn’t the Bible say Jesus
preached to people in hell while He was dead?” No, the
Bible doesn’t say that. Some preachers say it, but the
Bible certainly doesn’t. 1 Peter 3:18-20 says that
after His resurrection (after He was “made alive in/by
the Spirit”– the reference to His resurrection a few
sentences later in the passage makes it extremely clear
that this is another way of talking about His
resurrection, and this Greek word “made alive” is the
same word used in 1 Corinthians 15:20-28 to talk about
His resurrection), He went and preached to “the spirits
in prison”.
What spirits, in what prison? “Conscious death
minded” modern Christians often simply assume these
spirits are human spirits, because they don’t bother to
read the context, and they don’t understand that in the
rest of Scripture, a human spirit is not conscious
without a body, and that only when they are united is a
soul (consciousness) produced. Let’s determine what
these spirits referred to in 1 Peter 3:18-20 are, and
what prison they’re in, from Scripture itself, not from
pagan-influenced imaginations.
1Peter 3:20 Which sometime were disobedient, when once
the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah,
while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is,
eight souls were saved by water.
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The context, verse 20, tells us that these spirits
were disobedient “when the patience of God kept waiting
in the days of Noah”. What was going on in the days of
Noah that tried God’s patience to the point where He
had to bring a flood to wipe out most of the population
of earth? Yes, there were humans who were disobedient
in those days, but there were “disobedient spirits” too.
The source of the problem in Noah’s days was fallen
angels. See Genesis 6:1-13, Jude 6, 2 Peter 2:4-5.
In Scripture, humans are said to have spirits, but
not be spirits. For example, Jesus said on the cross,
“Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit” – He said
He had a spirit, but did not refer to Himself or define
Himself as a spirit. This is because a human being is
not just a spirit – we also have a body, which is
visible to the human eye, and therefore it is not
proper to refer to a human being as merely a spirit.
But of course, it is proper to say that a human being
has a spirit. Jesus said to the thief, “Today you will
be with Me in paradise” in agreement with Ecclesiastes
12:7; here Jesus reveals that a human being’s spirit is
the essence of them, but 1 Thessalonians 5:23 makes it
clear that a human being is not by definition a spirit
only. That is why the Bible does not call human beings
“spirits” – because a human being is not only a spirit,
it is a spirit united with a body to produce a
conscious soul (Gen. 2:7). The term “spirits”, as in a
being that is a spirit, by definition, is reserved for
spirit beings such as God the Father, angels, demons,
and other types of beings such as those described in
Revelation 4:4-11. A spirit like this, a spirit being,
has a body or makeup that is not physical and cannot be
perceived with the physical eyes, and it does not need
a physical body that can be perceived by the five
physical human senses in order to be conscious. A human
being, by contrast, must have a spirit united with a
physical body to produce a conscious soul (Genesis 2:7).
A non-human spirit or spirit being, however, is
conscious without a physical body that can be perceived
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by the five human senses. The word “spirit” in Greek is
the same as the word “breath” obviously implying
something that is real but usually cannot be seen with
the natural eyes. * So, the Scriptural definition of a
“spirit” – not a human being’s spirit, but a spirit
being such as an angel or a demon, referred to only as
a “spirit” and not as a human or a person – is a being
that does not (usually) have or appear in a physical
body that can be perceived by the five physical human
senses and unlike humans, does not require such a
physical body to be conscious. Again, humans are never
referred to in Scripture as “spirits” because we are
not spirits (or unseen beings) by definition.
* This is why the word for “spirit” in both Hebrew and
Greek is also the word for “breath”. Your breath is
real, but invisible (unless it’s cold out obviously –
it’s not a perfect analogy). God created invisible
human breath and the invisible wind as physical
counterparts or analogies to the human spirit and
spirit beings, which are real but not able to be seen
with physical eyes. Our human spirits (one of our
three parts in addition to our body and soul), God’s
Holy Spirit, and evil spirits (demons & fallen angels)
are real but not perceived by the physical eye – just
like breath is not perceived by thephysical eye.
The “disobedient spirits in prison” to whom Jesus
preached after His resurrection are not human beings.
They are clearly the same fallen angels talked about in
other passages such as Genesis 6:1-13, 2nd Peter 2:4-5,
and Jude 6, that were “disobedient in the days of Noah”.
1st Peter 3:19-20 is clearly a parallel passage to
these. Jesus went to the dark place where they are
currently trapped (2 Pet. 2:4, Jude 6) and preached to
them after He rose from the dead. (Also keep in mind
that the word in Jude 6 is not “eternal bonds” but
“imperceptible” bonds as translated by the most
strictly accurate Concordant Version. That Greek word
translated “imperceptible” is only found in one other
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place in Scripture, and there is no proof whatsoever
that it refers to endlessness or eternity. And of
course the word in the next verse is not “eternal” fire,
but “eonian” fire.
Jude 1:7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities
about them in like manner, giving themselves over to
fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set
forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of
eternal fire:

"Many Christians quote and misinterpret a few
statements made by Paul and Jesus with a careless and
blatant misinterpretation of the “spirits in prison”
passage thrown in for good measure, and then ignore the
rest of the testimony of Scripture, including multiple
straightforward statements (Ecc. 9:5 & 10, 12:7, Ps.
6:5, 115:17, 146:4, etc.), the repeated use of the
analogy of sleep for death and being “awake” for being
alive, and many other statements made by Paul and Jesus
themselves on the subject of what happens at death
where they clearly refer to the fact that we will be
with Christ consciously at the Rapture and not before.
This failure to study the subject of death in the Bible
carefully results in the pagan idea of conscious death
continuing to cling to the minds of some Christians.
Only those who never take the time to study the subject
will continue to carelessly misinterpret a couple of
statements made by Jesus and Paul to fit their pagan
leftover belief about the conscious afterlife and
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ignore the rest of what Scripture says about the
subject.
These commonly misunderstood statements by Jesus
and Paul line up perfectly with Ecclesiastes 9:5, 9:10,
and 12:7. Jesus knew that at death He would become
unconscious according to Ecclesiastes 9:5, 9:10, Psalm
6:5, Psalm 115:17, and Psalm 146:4, while His spirit,
unconscious without His body and soul, would return to
God according to Ecclesiastes 12:7 and Psalm 31:5. Paul
knew the same
Genesis 2:7 And the LORD God formed man [of] the dust
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became a living soul.
- A human being is conscious (becomes a “living
soul”) only when a spirit from God is united with a
working physical body. Death is a return of each part
(spirit, soul, body) to where it came from – it is
Genesis 2:7 in reverse. The body returns to the ground.
The soul (consciousness or conscious experience), which
might be spoken of more accurately as a state rather
than as an actual entity or thing, returns to the
“unseen/unperceived” (possibly a poetic way of saying a
person becomes unconscious). (Even if a human’s soul is
an entity of some sort and the unseen/Sheol/Hades is an
actual place of some sort that is invisible to the
human eye, the Bible is absolutely clear that there is
no conscious activity there.) And as we’ve seen,
Ecclesiastes 12:7 tells us that death the spirit
returns to God who gave it.
Ecclesiastes 12:7 Then shall the dust return to the
earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God
who gave it.
The key part about this to understand is that the
spirit returns to God unconsciously, it is not
conscious when separated from a working physical body.
(See Ecc. 12:7 and 9:5, 9:10).
Genesis 2:7 tells us that Adam “became a living
soul” when a spirit from God was united with Adam’s
physical body. This tells us that there is no such
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thing as a human soul (consciousness, “a living soul”)
unless a spirit is united with a body. The Bible also
clearly tells us that the personality elements that
make up a person are contained or “wrapped up” in the
spirit, not the soul (1 Cor. 2:11). The
soul/consciousness is just the conscious expression of
those personality elements that takes place when the
spirit has something to express itself through (a
physical body). Thus, when the spirit returns to God at
death (Ecc. 12:7, Ps. 31:5, Lk. 23:46), the personality
elements contained in the spirit go with it and God
“remembers” who the person is and the personality
elements contained in the spirit, while the person
becomes unconscious because the spirit is no longer
attached to a physical body and thus has nothing to
express itself through.
Genesis 2:7 and its "reverse in death” principle
holds true in every single reference to death in
Scripture. The confusion only enters in when modern
Middle-Ages-pagan-trained people artificially
superimpose the idea of conscious death onto passages
that aren’t 100% clear on their own as to whether the
person “goes to be with God” at death consciously or
unconsciously. If we assume David and Solomon knew
exactly what they were talking about concerning death
and that the “Genesis 2:7 and its reverse in death”
principle holds true throughout Scripture, every single
Biblical passage and statement about death matches up
with the others perfectly.
Is it possible for a believer (the believer's
essence, God-breathed part of them, “breath” or spirit
– see Genesis 2:7 and Ecclesiastes 12:7) to be with God
even while they're dead and unconscious? Absolutely.
The 'invisible' part of you, the part God put into you
directly, your spirit, the God-part of you is like Him
– invisible. It interacts with the physical world
through your body, producing consciousness/soul. This
is why the word for “spirit” in both Hebrew and Greek
is also the word for “breath”. Your breath is real, but
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invisible (unless it’s cold out obviously – it’s not a
perfect analogy). God created invisible human breath
and the invisible wind as physical counterparts or
analogies to the human spirit and spirit beings, which
are real but not able to be seen with physical eyes.
Our human spirits (one of our three parts in addition
to our body and soul), God’s Holy Spirit, and evil
spirits (demons & fallen angels) are real but not
perceived by the physical eye – just like breath is not
perceived by the physical eye."
"Where you are told by your Creator that, like God,
you have a body, soul, and spirit. First Thessalonians
5:23 is a doctrinal statement on how the CONDITION of
your three parts will be found when the Lord shows up."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S. 1-2 Thessalonians, Philemon
Commentary
1Thessalonians 5:23 And the very God of peace sanctify
you wholly; and [I pray God] your whole spirit and soul
and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
`whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless`
- sanctification and perfection. Being blameless.
not sinless. Holiness is God working on all 3 parts of
you. It starts with the spirit and works out. He is
sanctifying your heart your soul and spirit now. That
will affect your outward man, though it will never be
holy, blameless and complete until the second coming
when you get a new body. But you can make it look good
now when you are submitted in soul, your will is
surrendered to God. That subjects the body to God. When
your soul sins, confess it. That's how you are
blameless.
1 Thessalonians 5:23 tells us that there are three
parts to each human being: spirit, soul and body. As
we’ve seen, according to the Bible, at death, these
parts separate. Your body obviously goes into the
ground. At the same time, according to Ecclesiastes
12:7 and Psalm 146:4, the God-part of you, your spirit,
the God-breathed invisible essence of who you are, goes
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to be with God (unconsciously, because your soul is
your consciousness). Simultaneously, your soul, defined
Biblically as your consciousness and ability to
interact with your environment, goes to the
“unseen/unperceived” (Greek) or to “Sheol” (Hebrew)
(see Acts 2:27 & Ps. 16:10), which is a poetic way of
saying the same thing Ecclesiastes 9:5 says plainly –
you become unconscious. Or as the Bible says repeatedly,
you “fall asleep” or “sleep” or “are sleeping”.
Soul and spirit are two different things. 1
Thessalonians 5:23 says, “May your spirit and soul and
body be preserved complete.” Much of Christianity’s
confusion comes from thinking of soul and spirit as
interchangeable and carelessly using these terms
interchangeably, when they are two entirely different
things. Soul” refers to consciousness. Soul, biblically,
is the ability to interact with your environment,
to feel, etc. – to be conscious. For example, the Bible
says that animals have souls, but not spirits.
Genesis 1:30, referring to animals, says, “every living
thing in which is a living soul”. This is because even
animals have consciousness and the ability to interact
with their environment. So we see that in Scripture,
“soul” refers to conscious experience.
A human being’s “spirit” (or the underlying
Greek/Hebrew word which is the same as the word for
“breath”) does not refer to consciousness but rather to
what we might call the “God part” of a person and/or
simply the fact that they are breathing in and out. The
word “breath” is obviously a handy analogy for the
invisible spirit of a person or a spirit being like an
angel or daemon. In the Bible the Greek and Hebrew word
“breath” is used to refer to spirit – something that is
invisible but real. Thus, you have to look at the
context anytime the Greek or Hebrew word “breath” is
used to see if it is referring to physical breath, to
the invisible “God part” of a human being, or to a
spirit being like a demon or angel. And we must also
remember that according to 1 Thessalonians 5:23, quoted
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above, the spirit of a human being is separate and
distinct from the soul/consciousness of a human being.
The Bible tells us that at death each part of a
human being – body, soul, and spirit – returns to its
element, where it originally came from; the body
returns to the ground, the spirit/breath/invisible-Godelement returns to God (unconscious without the body,
see Gen. 2:7, Ecc. 12:7, Lk. 23:46, Ecc. 9:5, Ecc. 9:10,
Ps. 6:5, Ps. 115:17, Ps. 146:4), and the
soul/consciousness goes to the “unseen” (a way of
saying the person becomes unconscious). The Bible says
that at death the soul goes to the “unseen” (Acts 2:2731). Again, the Greek word “the unseen” is “Hades”,
“un-perceived”, the equivalent of the Hebrew word
“Sheol”, which also means “the unseen” or “unperceived”.
The fact remains that the person and/or their soul is
not conscious in death and the normal death state is
unconsciousness. Ecclesiastes 9:5 and 10, Psalm 146:4,
Psalm 115:17, and Psalm 6:5 (along with the constant
corroborating use throughout Scripture of the analogies
of sleep for death and being “awake” for being alive,
and the New Testament’s quotation/confirmation of
David’s and Solomon’s statements about death) make this
abundantly clear.
We see this three-part separation with Jesus. The
Bible clearly tells us that His spirit went to be with
God (Luke 23:46), His soul went to the unseen (Acts
2:22-32 & Ps. 16:10), and He, Himself, is said to have
been in the tomb during the days He was dead (1 Cor.
15:3,4; Matt.12:40). This reveals that when a person’s
body dies, the person dies. The Bible always speaks of
the person dying, not just the body. This tells us that
the person is in the same state as the body – dead,
unconscious, unable to interact with its environment.
Death is unconsciousness. At death the
spirit/breath returns to God who gave it, the body
returns to the dust where it came from, and the soul
(consciousness, ability to interact with the
environment) goes to the unseen (becomes unconscious,
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ceases to function at that moment, ceases to operate –
just like a light stops shining when the bulb is
smashed or the electricity stops flowing). Later, when
God resurrects each human being in the future, He will
combine the spirit/breath with a resurrected body, and
the result will be a living soul – a conscious entity
capable of interacting with its surroundings, a living
human being. The Bible speaks of death not as a new
phase of life, but as the absence of life.
This is why the analogy of sleep for death and
being “awake” for being alive is so appropriate and is
used over and over again in Scripture. When your body
is asleep, you are also asleep, and unable to interact
with your environment. When your body is dead, you are
dead, and unable to interact with your environment. As
you can see, the Bible’s repeated use of the analogy of
sleep for death makes perfect logical sense. To get
even more confirmation of all this, let's look at
several more of the Bible's references to what occurs
at death.
In John 11:11-14, Jesus tells His disciples that
Lazarus died, using the terminology of “sleep”.
John 11:11 These things said he: and after that he
saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go,
that I may awake him out of sleep.
John 11:12 Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep,
he shall do well.
John 11:13 Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they
thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep.
John 11:14 Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus
is dead.
(And if you read on to John 11:25-26, be sure to do it
in the accurately translated Concordant Version;
John 11:25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection,
and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were
dead, yet shall he live:
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John 11:26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me
shall never die. Believest thou this?

Jesus didn’t say you’ll “never” die if you believe
in Him, He said you won’t be dead “to the eon (age)” –
during the next age (into the eon). Jesus said a person
who believes in Him will not die “for the eon/age” or
“to the eon/age” (Young’s Literal Translation). In
other words, a person who believes in Jesus in this
current age will not be dead but will be alive during
the next age (the Millennium). This makes perfect sense,
of course, because the Rapture will occur towards the
end of this current age, before the Millennium. (See
also Rev. 19:11-20:6. The word “never” that you see in
John 11:26 in some English Bibles is a ridiculous
creative invention of the translators.
◄ 3756. ou, ouk, ouch ►
Strong's Concordance
ou, ouk, ouch: not, no
Original Word: οὐ
Part of Speech: Particle, Negative
Transliteration: ou, ouk, ouch
Phonetic Spelling: (oo)
Definition: not, no
Usage: no, not.
HELPS Word-studies
3756 ou – no ("not"). 3756 (ou) objectively negates a statement, "ruling it out as fact."
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The New Testament sometimes compares or links "this
age" with "the age to come".
Matthew 12:32 And whosoever speaketh a word against
the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever
speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be
forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the
[world] to come.

KJB " neither in this world, neither in the [world] to
come'
Greek: 'neither in this age or the coming[one]
Also don’t misinterpret His statement that a
person who believes in Him “will live even if he dies”;
the context along with an accurate translation of the
Greek verb tenses makes the timing clear, that He is
referring to the promise of life in the next age on
Earth – what we would now call the Millennium – for
those who believe in Him in this age: “He who is
believing in Me, even if he should be dying, shall be
living. And everyone who is living and believing in Me,
shall by no means be dying for the eon.” Any
interpretation of these words of Christ that claims He
was talking about being with God consciously
immediately at death, would make Christ into a liar,
who contradicts many other plain statements of
Scripture such as Ecclesiastes 9:5 & 10, Psalm 6:5,
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115:17, etc. and His own use of the analogy of sleep
for death.)
Why would the Bible repeatedly use the phrase “fall
asleep” or “asleep” or “sleep” when referring to death
if a person remains conscious at death? Do you remain
conscious when you fall asleep? Why would you need to
“awake” from death if you’re already conscious in
death, how does the analogy of sleep for death make any
sense whatsoever? It doesn't. Would Jesus, Paul, an
angel, and the Scriptures repeatedly use an analogy
that makes no sense? Of course not. The Scriptures use
the analogy of sleep for death because it is perfectly
appropriate and makes perfect logical sense. As
Ecclesiastes 9:5 plainly tells us, death =
unconsciousness, and for that reason sleep is an
effective, simple, easy to use, and easy to understand
analogy for death.
In Daniel 12:2 for example, the Bible takes this
analogy even further, referring to the state of being
alive as being “awake”, and specifically uses the verb
“to awake” or “to be awakened” to talk about being
resurrected from the dead. To “be awakened” or “to
awake” obviously means to become conscious from a
previous state of unconsciousness. To be “awake”
obviously means to be “conscious”. Figuratively this
speaks of the resurrection as awakening from sleep, and
here once more we hear of the eonian life that was lost
in Eden, as a future possession (Gen.3:22). This arises
from the fact that the day of the Lord and the
following day of God, are the conclusion of the eons.
Let us not imagine that Daniel found this word foreign
and unwelcome, as many believers today are inclined to
do, for he had not yet had any revelation of the
consummation, where all enter into "eonian" life. But
he had a good foundation for "eonian" life and a clear
preparation. How often had he read in the sacred
scrolls of Moses that Jehovah had given the land of
Canaan to Abraham and his seed for the eon (Gen.13:15;
17:8; 8:4)? Also, that the sons of Aaron had an eonian
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priesthood (Ex.40:15). and that the fire offerings are
for the eon. How often had he read of the eonian
covenant and the eonian statutes. They were all
prophetic intimations of the future kingdom of Israel,
which will last during the eons of the eons.
We have proven that all the eons end (Before the
first eon was God then His Son then the purpose of the
eons was created in His Son (Eph.3:11)), thus the eons
cannot be eternal and therefore that which pertains to
the eon cannot be eternal. Believers get immortality
and incorruption (1 Cor.15).
1Corinthians 15:22 For as in Adam all die, even so in
Christ shall all be made alive.

Strong's Concordance
zóopoieó: to make alive
Original Word: ζῳοποιέω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: zóopoieó
Phonetic Spelling: (dzo-op-oy-eh'-o)
Definition: to make alive
Usage: I make that which was dead to live, cause to live, quicken.

KJV Dictionary Definition: quicken
QUICKEN, v.t. quik'n.
1. Primarily, to make alive; to vivify; to revive or resuscitate, as from death or an inanimate
state. Rom. 4.

Immortality is a result. When the eons end,
believers keep on living. The eonian life ends but
the immortal life continues. If there were no
eons/ages before and then the eons/ages began, they
can't be eternal in the past since the eons had a
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beginning. The Bible also say they end. Remember the
Jews translated Olam as "aion/eon" so they knew olam
was not eternal.
Daniel 12:2 And many of them that sleep in the dust of
the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and
some to shame [and] everlasting contempt.
Daniel did not say "will wake to everlasting life
and others to everlasting contempt." He said "Dan 12:2
From those sleeping in the soil of the ground many
shall awake, these to eonian life and these to reproach
for eonian repulsion." The eonian life and eonian
repulsion is pertaining to the eon/age. Repulsion and
contempt are semantically related In some cases you can
use "Repulsion" instead a noun "Contempt".

As we discussed, eonian life is dependent on the
ages, for it speaks of life in time and, more
specifically, life in the coming ages, starting with
the Kingdom Age, the age when Christ, through His
conquerors, rules over our present Earth. Eonian life
for the conquerors starts at the end of our present
wicked or evil eon [age] (Galatians 1:4). Others will
follow in God's Day which follows the Lord's Day or
Kingdom Age, when a new heaven and a new Earth come
into view. Eonian life is promised to all believers;
the question is when each one will enter into this life
in the Age to come or in the age after the Age. Again,
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eonian life is joined with the age or eon to come.
Jesus does not make the point that it is about dying
and going to heaven where, we are led to believe, there
is no time. In other words, there is reward in the Age
to come for those who are faithful to the Lord and
bring forth Kingdom fruit in this age. The reward is to
have eonian life; that is, to come alive to live on the
earth, as well as in the spirit realm or heaven, in the
next age, which is the beginning of the ages of the
Kingdom of Christ. This may be difficult to grasp,
given what so many of us have been taught; but, for the
most part, eonian life is not about a life in eternity
or in heaven, for that matter, but a life in the Age to
come and the age(s) leading up to the consummation of
the eons in reference to the earth and the rest of
mankind, as well as the angels of the spirit realm.
Many have not been taught to think in terms of ages,
but it Scripture serves to clarify things.
More on Eonian Life
Eonian life is joined with the age or eon to come.
Jesus does not make the point that it is about dying
and going to heaven where, we are led to believe, there
is no time. In other words, there is reward in the Age
to come for those who are faithful to the Lord and
bring forth Kingdom fruit in this age. The reward is
to have eonian life; that is, to come alive to live on
the Earth, as well as in the spirit realm or heaven, in
thenext age, which is the beginning of the ages of the
Kingdom of Christ. Remember, eventually death will be
abolished.
1Corinthians 15:26 The last enemy [that] shall be
destroyed [is] death.
Romans 2:7 To them who by patient continuance in well
doing seek for glory and honour and immortality,
eternal life:
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Paul joins immortality with eonian life. However,
technically speaking, eonian life is not exactly the
same as immortal life. Eonian life is life in the ages
to come, and immortality is life beyond death,
regardless of the age. Immortal life is not dependent
on the eons, or time and space. Eonian life is not just
for the eons. Eonian life is acquired by living and
dying during your “aion.” But when the “aions” are
completed and Christ gives the kingdom to His Father
and “God is All in All” we will then be experiencing
what the Bible calls “immortality.” Immortality is what
God has. It is defined as “deathlessness.” At the
resurrection we do not put on eonian life only, we also
put on “immortality.”
The word ‘incorruption’ 1Corinthians 15:42 is the
exact same Greek word translated immortality in Rom 2:7:

No one has immortality at this point in time, for the
King alone possesses immortality [athanasia]:
1Timothy 6:16 Who only hath immortality, dwelling in
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the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man
hath seen, nor can see: to whom [be] honour and power
everlasting. Amen.

The Greek word athanasia is translated as immortal,
which means "deathlessness" or "beyond death." Paul
uses this word in 1 Corinthians 15:53-54 and 1 Timothy
6:16.
Strong's Concordance
athanasia: immortality
Original Word: ἀθανασία, ας, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: athanasia
Phonetic Spelling: (ath-an-as-ee'-ah)
Definition: immortality
Usage: immortality, imperishability, freedom from death.
HELPS Word-studies
110 athanasía (from 1 /A "without" and 2288 /thánatos, "death") – properly, immortality
(literally "without death, deathlessness"), referring to the unique glorification awarded to each
believer by the Lord at His return (1 Cor 15:53,54).
This proves that deathlessness extends beyond the eons.

Clearly, immortality is life beyond death, never to
be subjected to the possibility of death. This should
be the hope and expectation of all believers. However,
it would be remiss not to add that it is also the
ultimate destiny of all Mankind when, at the
consummation of the eons, God the Father is all in all.
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In this age, immortal life is the promise for all
believers. The issue is when one enters into immortal
life in the true and full sense. Will it come in the
first resurrection and transfiguration or in the second
resurrection at the Great White Throne Judgment.
The greatest expectation of a believer should be to
attain to immortality at the end of our present eon,
for this ensures the Life of the Ages or eonian life
for all the ages that lead up to the consummation of
the ages at Creation's Grand Jubilee.
Contrary to the tradition of men, immortality does
not come about when one dies, that is, through death of
the mortal body. It comes about with the redemption of
our body that occurs with resurrection and
transfiguration; a future event for which Christians
should be waiting eagerly (Romans 8:23). No one has
immortality at this point in time, for the King alone
possesses immortality [athanasia] (1 Timothy 6:16). "No
one [man] has ascended into heaven, but He who
descended from heaven: the Son of Man" (John 3:13). In
other words, no one of Mankind has immortality today
and no man except the Son of Man is in heaven today.
Death has no power over such a life. Death is what
destroys (brings destruction to) life, but the power of
the indestructible life ensures that death has no more
power over such a life. This is our expectation.
Thus, eonian life is a matter of timing and quality
of life. It speaks of the privilege and joy of coming
into immortal life in the Age to come and the ages to
follow. Immortality is a life beyond all forms of death,
which includes the first and the second death.
Immortality will come to all believers eventually, even
if it takes God millennia to bring all believers into
this glory. The issue for us individually is whether we
will be counted worthy to attain to the Age to come to
rule and reign with Christ when the earth will be
filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord.
Note: How mistaken and misleading is the translation
"forever" or 'everlasting' in all of these passages,
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and in many others, if it has the sense of endless.
Many readers of the Bible have been misled by the
rendering "forever" when applied to things that
certainly have an end. Here we see that the Scriptures
need to be purged of the translation "forever" even in
its earliest assertions.
3k) In 1 Thessalonians 5:10 Paul tells us that whether
we are “awake” or “asleep”, we will (future tense) live
together with Him (referring to receiving our future
immortal bodies at the Rapture). Paul is explaining to
us in no uncertain terms that a living person is “awake”
(conscious) and a dead person is “asleep” (unconscious).
These two passages explain for us beyond any shadow of
doubt the exact meaning of the analogy of “sleep” as
used in Scripture to describe death – it is the
contrast of being conscious vs. being unconscious. Why
would the Bible repeatedly use the phrase “fall asleep”
or “asleep” or “sleep” when referring to death if a
person remains conscious at death? Do you remain
conscious when you fall asleep? Why would you need to
“awake” from death if you’re already conscious? If a
person remains conscious at death, the “sleep” analogy
used so often in Scripture makes no sense. If people
are conscious in death, how does the analogy of sleep
for death make any sense whatsoever? It doesn't. Would
Jesus, Paul, an angel and the Scriptures repeatedly use
an analogy that makes no sense? Of course not. The
Scriptures use the analogy of sleep for death because
it is perfectly appropriate and makes perfect logical
sense. As Ecclesiastes 9:5 plainly tells us, death =
unconsciousness, and for that reason sleep is an
effective, simple, easy to use, and easy to understand
analogy for death.
It is time to start reading Scripture with a view
to the eons or ages and to that which is eonian or ageduring (lasting, abiding). The good news is that eonian
life knows God and His Son in this age and the ages to
come. The life of the ages will lead to immortal life
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as well; a life beyond death, never to die again and
forever and progressively knowing God and His Son; a
life that through God's Son sums up and heads up all
things in heaven and on the Earth.
Immortality is not the same thing as resurrection.
Immortality occurs at the resurrection when the believer
receives a new body from the Lord. Immortality is not the
same as eternal life. Believers receive eternal life the
moment they trust Christ.
John 17:3 And this is life eternal, that they might
know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
thou hast sent.
This topic will be reviewed later in this document.
<https://www.blueletterbible.org/faq/don_stewart/don_stewart_103.cfm>
4) The Hebrew prophets never mentioned a place where
human beings would writhe in eternal torment, gnashing
their teeth forever. They never mentioned even the
slightest possibility of suffering after death.
5) The overwhelming biblical evidence in both the Old
Testament (OT) and the New Testament (NT) is that the
unsaved - they are the 'wicked' in Bible terminology.
They are the unrighteous, as opposed to being
'righteous'.
Psalms 37:17 For the arms of the wicked shall be
broken: but the LORD upholdeth the righteous.
Psalms 58:10 The righteous shall rejoice when he seeth
the vengeance: he shall wash his feet in the blood of
the wicked.
Psalms 141:4 Incline not my heart to [any] evil thing,
to practise wicked works with men that work iniquity:
and let me not eat of their dainties.
Proverbs 10:30 The righteous shall never be removed:
but the wicked shall not inhabit the earth.
Upon their resurrection, the wicked are not
tormented forever, but are ultimately destroyed (perish)
in the lake of fire, which is the second death.
Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and, and the
abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have
their part in the lake which burneth with fire and
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brimstone: which is the second death.
The Bible says in many different ways and in
places that the unsaved dead (the wicked) will be
totally destroyed.
6) God views Time in eons (ages). This section includes
additional information regarding words that deal with
eternity such as "Forever and Ever", 'eternal' and
'everlasting'. They are poor, inaccurate Bible
translations (except in Diety contexts) (See section
2B). This document explains in great detail that the
translation of these words is mainly from the Greek
word ‘aion’ and the Hebrew word 'owlam' which have
limited durations and don’t mean never-ending time.
These words were always used in a specific writing
style in Hebrew and Greek writings. They were used to
describe a person’s lifetime (their age), or even a
longer time period, like the 1,000 years in the
Millennium, or even an unknown time period, but however
long the period is, it did have an end to it. So, for
example, the words “for ever and ever” in the NT come
from the Greek word “aion” (English: eon) which has a
limit and doesn’t mean eternally.* How can aion mean
'world', 'age' and 'eternity' when the Greeks have
specific words for those English words? Case in point,
The Greek word for world is Kosmos(G2889) not aion. The
Greek word for eternity is Aidios(G126) not aion. And
the Greek word for age is aion(G165). If the writers
wanted to convey the idea of forever in Matthew 25:46
and 2 Thessalonians 1:9, they would have used the Greek
word aidios (G126). So aion always means age, never
eternal. A better translation of aion would be eon or
the alternate dictionary spelling aeon, because eon has
an adjective form whereas age does not. For instance,
the adjective form of the Greek word aion (G165) is
aionios (G166), likewise, the adjective form of the
English word eon is eonian.
< https://tentmaker.org/forum/discussions-on-universal-salvation/the-greekword-aion/>

* For detailed information on Bible eons (biblical time
periods) see 'The Eons of the Bible' in the Appendix.
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"If the Greek words 'eis tous aionas ton aionon'
mean endless time, as translated in the KJV as 'forever
and ever, 'we have a contradiction in Scripture."
- Dr. William Barclay, Greek language expert
"When John is speaking of final or everlasting things,
he employs the standard phrase εhe τοen αοen J τοe αοen
J (eis tous aiōnas tōn aiōnōn), with the definite
articles: “unto the ages of the ages.” Here alone the
articles are omitted, perhaps producing a weaker and
more indefinite formula, one that might be read as
meaning “for a very long time.”
The translators of many Bibles translate the Greek
word 'aion' by the English words 'world', 'always',
'forever', 'everlasting', 'eternal', etc., all of which
are contrary to Inspiration. The translators have not
been consistent in their word, but have translated the
Greek word aion by many different words, seemingly in
accord with their opinions. For example:
1. ages, Eph.2:7; Col.1:26
2. course, Eph.2:2.
3. world, Matt.12:32; 13:22,39,49; Rom.12:2; 1
Tim.16:17, etc.
4. eternal, Eph.3:11; 1 Tim.1:17.
5. for ever, Matt.21:19; Mark 11:14; Luke 1:55; John
6:51,58, etc.
6. never (with a negative), Mark 3:29; John 4:14;
8:51,52; 10: 28; 11:26; 13:8.
7. ever, Heb.7:24.
8. for evermore, Heb.7:28.
9. while the world standeth, 1 Cor.8:13.
It is plain to be seen that if the Greek word aion
meant "forever" or "eternal" in the absolute sense,
these various translations would not have been
necessary. This is problematic. The noun aion refers to
a period of time. It appears very improbable that the
derived adjective aionios would indicate infinite
duration, nor have is there any evidence in Greek
writing to show that such a concept was expressed by
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this term.
Furthermore, the Scriptures clearly show that the
eons not only have a beginning but also have an end. In
Matthew 13:39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil;
the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers
are the angels.

The Interlinear Greek/English: "The harvest is the
consummation of the age"
The King James Bible: "The harvest is the end of the
world"
Here again the word translated 'world' is "of the age"
(aionos) in the Greek. If our translators had been
consistent they would have rendered "The harvest is the
end of the for ever, as they often translate aionos as
'forever'.

1Corinthians 10:11 Now all these things happened unto
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them for ensamples: and they are written for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.

In 1 Corinthians 10:11, we read,
The Interlinear Greek/English: "to whom the ends of the
ages"
The King James Bible: Upon whom the ends of the world
are come."
Here we are informed that the "world" has more than
one end. And notice the fact that the singular word
"world" here, is a translation of the plural Greek word
aionon. First Corinthians 10:11 tells us of tele ton
aionon, "consummations of the eons." Here the KJV says
"ends of the world;" the ASV "ends of the ages." The
Greek word used here is in the genitive plural, yet the
translators of the KJV have changed the plural to a
singular word, "world." How many ends can a single
world have?
This should be conclusive evidence that the eons not
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only have an end, but that there are many ends, rather
than none at all.
Hebrews 9:26 For then must he often have suffered
since the foundation of the world: but now once in the
end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by
the sacrifice of himself.

The first word "world" in this quotation is
correctly translated from the Greek kosmos, whereas the
second one is translated from the plural aionion in the
original, and proves that our translators have not been
true nor consistent to the sacred text. Furthermore, we
know that the "world" did not end when the Lord
appeared, and neither did the eons or ages end. The
word is plural in the Greek, and the latter part of the
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phrase, the Concordant version reads, "yet now, once,
has He been manifested through His sacrifice, for the
repudiation of sin at the conclusion of the eons."

This quotation is another positive proof that the
eons have a conclusion, or "end," and therefore do not
last "for ever." If the word "aion" meant "forever" or
"eternal," there would have been no beginning, as well
as no end.
Theology has made the distinction between Time and
Eternity. 'The word 'eternity' is a term never used in
the original sacred Scriptures except to state that God
inhabits eternity.
Isaiah 57:15 For thus saith the high and lofty One
that inhabiteth eternity, whose name [is] Holy; I dwell
in the high and holy [place], with him also [that is]
of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit
of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite
ones.
1 Corinthians 2:7 establishes the fact of a time
before the eons, which settles a very important point,
namely, that the eons were not eternal in the past, but
had a definite beginning. Tradition and theology have
introduced upon God's Word the idea of "forever,"
"everlasting," "eternal," etc., where God was speaking
of limited periods of time.
"Age" in the singular, cannot mean "forever" in the
absolute, else the use of the plural is meaningless.
Further proof is found in Colossians 1:26:
Colossians 1:26 [Even] the mystery which hath been hid
from ages and from generations, but now is made
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manifest to his saints:

AION (a noun – the plural is AIONION) and AIONIOS
(the adjective form of aion) in the New Testament.
Aionion is a genitive plural adjective of the noun aion.
Like olam in the Old Testament, aion in the New
Testament is also used repeatedly where it means an age,
but it cannot mean everlasting. One example is
Colossians 1:26. plural ages – not plural eternities;
there is not more than one Eternity.
None of the translation use "forever and ever" here.
It was obvious to them that God had kept this mystery
hidden for ages, but not for 'eternities'. An aion (age)
has a beginning (1 Corinthians 2:7; 2 Timothy 1:9,
Hebrews 1:2). An aion (age) has an end (Matthew 24:3; 1
Corinthians 10:11; Hebrews 9:20). Forever and Eternally,
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as they are used today, have no beginning and no end.
This would mean that if aionon were translated
"forever" then the mystery (Colossians 1:26) could
never have been made known. If the word "aion" meant
"forever" or "eternal," there would have been no
beginning, as well as no end. Yet we read in 1 Cor. 2:7:
1Corinthians 2:7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a
mystery, [even] the hidden [wisdom], which God ordained
before the world unto our glory:

The Interlinear Greek/English: 'before the ages'
The King James Bible: 'before the world'
The word translated by the singular word "world"
here, is the plural aionon, ages in the original.
Simply another act of derision. Furthermore, if the
word means "forever" or "eternal" in other places, why
would it not carry the significance here? The same idea
is expressed in 2 Timothy 1:9.
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2Timothy 1:9 Who hath saved us, and called [us] with
an holy calling, not according to our works, but
according to his own purpose and grace, which was given
us in Christ Jesus before the world began,

The Interlinear Greek/English: 'before time eternal
The King James Bible: 'before the world began'
2 Timothy 1:9-"τοT σώσαντος ἡώσα κασ καλέσαντος κλήσει
ἁλήσ, ο κατσ τα ἔατσ ἡατσ ἀατσ κατσ ἰατσε πρόθεσιν καθ
χάριν, τ ρ δοθενιντ ἡοθε ἐο Χριστι Ἰριστ πρπ χρόνων
αρόνωνν"
The Greek word for "world" is not there. But there
is a variant of "aion".
Dr. Vincent notes that the Greek literally reads
"before eternal times". If it is insisted that aionion
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means everlasting, this statement is absurd. It is
impossible that anything should take place before
everlasting [eternal] times. That would be to say that
there was a beginning of times which are from
everlasting. Paul puts the beginnings of salvation in
God’s purpose before the time of the world (1 Cor. 2:7;
1Pe 1:20) and Christ’s participation in the saving
counsels of God prior to time, goes with the Pauline
doctrine of Christ’s preexistence. The meaning,
therefore, of this phrase is rightly given in A.V.:
before the world began, that is, before time was
reckoned by aeons or cycles. Then, in that timeless
present, grace was given to us in God’s decree, not
actually, since we did not exist. The gift planned and
ordered in the eternal counsels is here treated as an
actual bestowment." - Word Studies in the New Testament
4:291)
Paul mentions 'eternal times' three times, where
they had either beginning or end and most probably both
which also proves Strong’s definition of aiónios wrong
(Strong number 166).
OTHER TRANSLATIONS
"from all eternity"
before the beginning of time
NIV
before the world began
KJV
before time began
NKJV
before the times of the ages
Young's Literal

"Paul uses it of 'the Divine purpose of God for the
salvation of Mankind,' the 'purpose of the ages'
determined in the Divine mind before the creation of
the world". (Adapted in part from Brown, Colin, Editor.
New International Dictionary of NT Theology. 1986.
Zondervan)
<https://www.preceptaustin.org/2_timothy_19>

An aion (age) has a beginning (1 Corinthians 2:7; 2
Timothy 1:9, Hebrews 1:2). An aion (age) has an end
(Matthew 24:3; 1 Corinthians 10:11; Hebrews 9:20).
Forever and eternally, as they are used today, have no
beginning and no end.
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The promise of salvation was first given in Genesis
3:15 at the beginning of the first age on earth, the
Patriarchal age, which was from Adam to Moses, before
the Christian age that Paul was in began; no promise of
salvation was given to Mankind before there was a
Mankind, no promise given to Mankind before there was a
world.
<http://www.robertwr.com/resurrection.pdf>

Scripture shows that Christ made the eons
(Ephesians 3:11 and Hebrews 1:2), and that there was a
time before the eons or before eonian times (1
Corinthians 2:7; 2 Timothy 1:9; and Titus 1:2). (All of
these verses are analyzed in this document.)
2Timothy 1:9 Who hath saved us, and called [us] with
an holy calling, not according to our works, but
according to his own purpose and grace, which was given
us in Christ Jesus before the world began,

In this text the King James version reads, "before
the world began:" a very poor rendering for such an
important thought. What this text is saying is that
there is such a period known as "Eonian Time" (pro
chronon aionon), but that God's purpose towards us is
older than that. It is before "Eonian Times." We are in
the very center of the operation of sin and death, but
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it will soon give way to a happy phase of the "Eonian
Times" - namely the reign of Christ, in the last two
eons, when the complete removal and abolition of the
havoc that sin has wrought will take place.
'World' in this verse is actually 'aionon', which
is defined as eon or age.
1. an indefinitely long period of time; age.
Aeon, also spelled Eon, (Greek: “age,” or “lifetime”).

<https://www.definitions.net/definition/aeon>
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Titus 1:2 presents a similar
situation:
Titus 1:2 In hope of eternal life, which God, that
cannot lie, promised before the world began;
Of that time "before the eons," the Scriptures are
clear and explicit in their purity, leaving no place
for the confusion caused by this poor translation:

The Interlinear Greek/English: 'before time eternal'
The King James Bible: 'before the world began'
The word "world" is the same word, in the adjective
form, aionon, eonian, joined to the word chronon (time)
meaning eonian time, and shows clearly that the term is
relative and temporary, and had a beginning, and cannot
mean "eternal." The American Standard Revision
committee made the nonsensical blunder of translating
these passages "before times eternal." Just a few
moments of thinking about this rendering reveals the
fact that they had no conception of what they were
trying to express. "Times eternal," having neither
beginning nor end of existence, could have nothing
before them.
"What does the expression 'time eternal' mean? It
is mixing two concepts that do not go together. Does it
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mean that there are two periods of time; one that deals
with Mankind and one that existed before Man? As such,
one would have to conclude that there is no such thing
as eternal (endless) or outside of time and everything
is based on the concept of time or chronos. Even so, if
there was a time period before Mankind, then this
period of time ended at the start of the time of
Mankind; thus, it cannot rightly be called eternal
without defining eternal in relation to the ages"
However, all conflict is resolved by a few
translations that have endeavored to remove
interpretative bias:

"Upon hope of life age-during, which God, who doth not
lie, did promise before times eonian...." (Titus 1:2
YLT)
The 1833 Webster Bible [WEB] resolves the
apparent conflict by ignoring time altogether.
"In hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie,
promised before the world began...." (Titus 1:2 WEB)
"In hope of the Life of the Ages which God, who is
never false to His word, promised before the
commencement of the Ages. (Titus 1:2 WNT)
“In expectation of life eonian [life age-abiding],
which God, Who does not lie, promises before times
eonian[age-during times]...." (Titus 1:1-2 CLV[REB]
"In Hope of aionian Life, which God, who is never false,
announced before aionian Times...." (Titus 1:2 WED)
"Clearly, God's purpose and promises in Christ were
set before times eonian, meaning God set these things
in motion before time itself, even before Creation.
Another way of stating this is that they were set
before the eons or ages were made by the Son. In fact,
1259

the eons were/are made (past, present, and future) to
accomplish God's purpose through Christ. Paul makes
this point elsewhere."
When properly translated (below) Titus 1:2 speaks
of the “hope of eonian life which the God who does not
lie promised before the times of the eons.” Here we see
that it would be ridiculous to translate these two
instances of “eon” as referring to eternity. It is used
twice in the same sentence, and in one of those
instances the sentence tells us that God made a promise
“before the times of the eons". Are we to believe that
God made a promise before eternal times?
Is there even such a thing as before eternity?
Obviously not.
"Titus 1:2, all by itself, puts a serious dent in
the claim made by some that the term “eonian life”
should be translated as “eternal life”. In fact, this
verse would seem to lend credence to the opposite claim
– that “eonian life” should not be translated “eternal
life”. It is obvious that “the times of the eons” as
used at the end of the sentence absolutely does not
mean “eternal” – there is no such thing as “before
eternal times”. We would be on very shaky ground to
claim that the author of Titus meant "eon” to carry one
meaning in the first part of the sentence and the
opposite meaning in the second part of the sentence.
The concept of ages (periods of time each with a
beginning and an end, as used in the phrase “before the
times of the eons” or “before the times of the ages” or
as it would be naturally understood, “before God’s plan
for the ages began”) is the opposite of the concept of
eternity (time without beginning or end). A period or
periods of time with a beginning and an end is the
opposite concept of time with no beginning and no end.
To suggest that the author of Titus 1:2 would use the
same word “eon” to refer to two opposite concepts in
the same sentence, is very shaky ground indeed." Titus
1:2 shows that the term “eonian life” cannot be assumed
to mean “eternal life”, because the very same sentence
speaks of “before the times of the eons”, and there can
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be no such thing as “before eternal times”
Titus 1:2 shows us that it would seem highly
unlikely, even absurd, for the term “eonian life” to
refer to eternity because the phrase “before the times
of the eons "is used in the very same sentence – what
are the chances that the apostle Paul uses the same
word twice in the same sentence to refer to opposite
concepts? (Remember, eternity – time with no beginning
or end – is the opposite concept of “eon” or “eons” –
which according to 2 Cor. 4:4, Titus 1:2, etc. clearly
refers to a period of time with a beginning and an end.)
And there is another verse in Scripture that like Titus
1:2uses the word “eon” twice in the same sentence where
one of the instances is absolutely clear it cannot and
does not refer to eternity: Romans 16:25-26.
The Bible makes it clear that Christians will
receive immortal, incorruptible bodies at the rapture
(1 Cor. 15). So for all practical intents and purposes
we will have life that will not end. An immortal body
does not die. But the Bible does not use the term
“eternal life” to describe our immortality, because the
word “eonian” as demonstrated by Titus 1:2 and Romans
16:25-26 does not refer to eternity. The Bible uses
very specific terms to describe very specific things,
especially on issues as important as this. The Greek
language is a very precise language, and this is one of
the reasons God chose it specifically to be the
language used to transmit His Word to us in the New
Testament. The Bible uses the term “immortality” to
describe the fact that at the Rapture we will get
bodies that will not die ever again. But it uses the
term “eonian life” to point out the fact that we will
be alive during the next two ages (the Millennium and
New Jerusalem age) (Revelation 21-22) while most of
humanity who ever lived will be dead during those two
ages. That’s their “eonian punishment”, their
“punishment that has to do with or occurs during an age
or ages” – they’ll be dead during those two ages.

<https://forbiddentheology.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Hell-Is-A-Mistranslation-John-Lilley.pdf>

1261

2Timothy 1:9 Who hath saved us, and called [us] with
an holy calling, not according to our works, but
according to his own purpose and grace, which was given
us in Christ Jesus before the world began, (KJB)

"Who saves us and calls us with a holy calling, not in
accord with our acts, but in accord with His own
purpose and the grace which is given to us in Christ
Jesus before times eonian [aionian times] " (2 Timothy
1:9 CLV[WED]
Regarding times eonian consider again:
Romans 16:25 Now to him that is of power to stablish
you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery,
which was kept secret since the world began,
Romans 16:26 But now is made manifest, and by the
scriptures of the prophets, according to the
commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all
nations for the obedience of faith:
“eonian God” is used. Romans 15:25-26 says; most
versions translate that first phrase “in eonian times”
as “from ages past” or “since the world began” or
something like that, because it is obvious that the
verse is not talking about a secret kept hidden from
humanity “from eternity past”, since humanity has not
existed for eternity in the past. So, if the word
“eonian” cannot possibly refer to eternity in the first
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part of the sentence, how does one get the idea that it
refers to eternity in the second part of the sentence?
Surely not from common sense. (They get it from this
false mindset that “everything in the Bible must be
about eternity”.) Titus 1:2 uses the phrase “before
times eonian” in the very same sentence as the term
“eonian life”. And Romans 16:25-26 uses the word
“eonian” in the same sentence twice, and the first time
it is absolutely clear it does not and cannot refer to
eternity. There’s not a single instance in the history
of human language where a writer or speaker uses the
same word twice in the same sentence to mean two
opposite things. So Titus 1:2 and Romans 16:25-26
disprove the claim that the word “eonian” always refers
to eternity. And Titus 1:2 shows us that “eonian life”
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does not and cannot mean “eternal life” since it is
used in the same sentence with the phrase “before the
times of the eons” which obviously cannot and does not
refer to eternity. The simplest translation of “eonian
life” without adding a meaning to the word “eonian”
that is not contained in the word itself, would simply
be "life that has to do with an age or ages”. Again,
this translation/definition of “eonian life” makes
perfect sense in every instance. This becomes very
clear when you translate “eon” and its forms
consistently throughout the New Testament.
The adjective “eonian” does not technically mean
“lasting for an age or ages”, but rather simply “having
to do with an age or ages”. Young’s Literal Translation
often translates it “age-during”, which is far more
accurate than “eternal” or “everlasting”, but it’s
still not very accurate because “age-during”
incorrectly implies that whatever is being spoken of
lasts throughout the entire age. This is why the very
accuracy-focused Concordant Version refuses to
translate it “age-during”, but rather simply invents a
new English word, “eonian”, and forces us to study what
that word means. The word “eonian” simply means “having
something to do with an age or ages”. Thus, it makes
perfect sense for Titus 1:2 to talk about our hope of
“eonian life - life having to do with an age or ages”
(specifically the millennium and New Jerusalem age)
that God promised and planned “before the times of the
ages (before God’s plan for the ages began)”.
AGE CHANGED TO "WORLD" (Greek-aion-age) Aion is
changed to world 43 times in the New Testament in the
King James Version. A PERIOD OF TIME (AN AGE) IS
CHANGED TO A PLACE (WORLD) 43 TIMES. It had to be
obvious to the translators that there are more than one
aion-age, but the translators hid this from their
reader by changing “age” to "this world" and "the world
to come." Everlasting has no beginning or ending, when
everlasting would not fit in the text they changed it
to world; ages have a beginning and an ending; the
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world had a beginning and will have an ending and could
be made to fit in. In many passages they could not
change an aion into everlasting, but were able to
change age to world that also had a beginning and will
have an ending, therefore, they forced the word “world”
into many passages that had aion (age) in them to hide
from their readers that the Bible speaks of ages that
have ending, not speaking of an eternal that will have
no ending. THERE IS NO WAY TO SAY CHANGING AGE TO WORLD
WAS NOT A DELIBERATE CHANGE BY THE TRANSLATERS TO MAKE
THE BIBLE TEACH WHAT THEY WANTED TO TEACH. “Age,
indefinite time, dispensation” Robert Young, “Young’s
Analytical Concordance To The Bible,” page 1073.
(1) Matthew 12:32 And whosoever speaketh a word against
the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever
speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be
forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the
[world] to come.
"The “world to come” is described throughout both
Testaments as the coming Millennial reign of Christ on
the earth. (see Matt. 13:39, 49, 24:13; Mark 10:30).
The “world to come” has literal cities (Luke 19), with
literal rulers (Matt. 19), and literal transformations
in nature (Isa. 11;0 Rom. 8).
"To equate it then with “life in the grave, after
death,” is merely to demonstrate the private
interpretation for which the Roman Church is famous:
i.e., interpreting for her own benefit, without any
regard to what God has to say about it anywhere."
- THE BOOK OF MATTHEW
By Peter S. Ruckman B.A.,
B.D., M.A., Th.M., Ph.D.
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Matthew 12:32 And whosoever speaketh a word against
the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever
speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be
forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the
[world] to come.

The Interlinear Greek/English: 'neither in this age nor
in the coming[one]'
The King James Bible: 'neither in this world, neither
in the [world] to come'
Aion can't mean forever because there is only the
one forever that now is and not a coming one, but it is
undeniable that the Matthew 12:32 has two instances of
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the word 'world' (age).
1. One age that we now live in.
2. Another age to come after the end of this age
that we are now in.
To repeat, the “world to come” is described
throughout both Testaments as the coming Millennial
reign of Christ on the Earth (see Matt. 13:39, 49,
24:13; Mark 10:30). The “world to come” has literal
cities (Luke 19), with literal rulers (Matt. 19), and
literal transformations in nature (Isa. 11; Rom. 8).
1. According to the King James Version, not in the
world that then was when Christ was speaking. But in
the world that will come after this world.
The Bible teaches of two ages: “this age” and “age
to come“. It is important for every Christians to
understand the two ages because the understanding will
give us the knowledge about eschatology. Eschatology is
the part of theology concerned with death, judgment,
and the final destiny of the soul and of human kind. If
we do not understand the two ages, we will never
understand what the “last days” referred to in the
bible including the judgment day.
So clearly there are two major ages (actually there
are many ages). We need to understand what are these
two ages but first; there are some Bible verses
translated the original Greek word “Aion” to the
English word “world“.
(2) Matthew 13:22 He also that received seed among the
thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of
this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the
word, and he becomes unfruitful.
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The Interlinear Greek/English: 'care [-] present age'
(aionos - age)."
The King James Bible: "care of this world'
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(3) Matthew 13:39 The enemy that showed them is the
devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the
reapers are the angels.

Matthew 13:39 - "The harvest is [the]consummation of
the age (aionos → age)." not "the end of the world.
"The consummation of the age" If aion(os) had been
translated "forever" or “Eternity” in this passage it
would have put the harvest at “the end of Eternity,”
not at “the end of the age”, since it is understood
that Eternity had no beginning and will have no
ending."
The KJV Bible shows the words "end of the world"
where the NRSV Bible shows the words "end of the age".
This is interesting not only because the former has a
more apocalyptic sound than the latter, but also
because it can mean the difference between whether the
world will literally come to an end during the End
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Times or will go on after undergoing a radical
transformation.
<https://www.jesusandtheendtime.com/pdfs/senses_word_everlasting.pdf>

(4) Matthew 13:40 As therefore the tares are gathered
and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of
this world.

The Interlinear Greek/English: '[the]consummation of
the age'
The King James Bible: 'the end of this world'
Matthew 13:40 "So shall it be at the [the]consummation
of the age (aionos - age)." (aion-age)." "At the end of
this forever"? No, at "The end of this age"
Jesus was talking about the end of the “this age“.
We can confirm this again in
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Matthew 13:49 So shall it be at the end of the world:
the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from
among the just,

AV: 'End of this world' → Greek: 'the consummation
of the age.'
What do we know about the “this age“? We can get
the clue from these verses:
1Corinthians 2:6 Howbeit we speak wisdom among them
that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor
of the princes of this world, that come to nought:
1Corinthians 2:7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a
mystery, [even] the hidden [wisdom], which God ordained
before the world unto our glory:
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1Corinthians 2:8 Which none of the princes of this
world knew: for had they known [it], they would not
have crucified the Lord of glory.

Clearly in this verse, the rulers at the time of
Jesus Christ belongs to “this age“. Apostle Paul said
“we” [him and the audience, the Corinthians believers]
speak the wisdom of God in a mystery that the rulers in
time of Christ did not know, otherwise they would not
have crucified him. The “this age” is about to end in
the time of the first century believers. Today,
preachers all around us speak of the end of this age,
but this age (not the one “present” in the firstcentury) doesn’t have an end. If there are only two
ages (this age, and the age to come), and the age to
come is the Messianic age, then it will have no
fulfillment or goal to be reached and completed.
We can read this in
1Corinthians 10:11 Now all these things happened unto
them for ensamples: and they are written for our
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admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.
AV: 'the ends of the world are come'
Greek: 'the ends of the ages are arrived'
The word “ends” means the end of the ages is coming,
it is near. Jesus came at the end of the ages.
If this is the “end of the world” it will render the
verse false because Christ came to scarifies himself
during the first century. Therefore Hebrew 9:26 is
referring to the “this age“.
At this point we should have known that “this age”is about to end. About to end in the time of Jesus, the
Apostles and the first century believers. What is about
to come to first century people does not mean 2000
years later, it is still about to come in our time.
<https://thecorneliustheory.wordpress.com/articles/the-two-ages-in-the-bible/>

(5) Matthew 24:3 And as
the disciples came unto
when shall these things
sign of thy coming, and

he sat upon the mount of Olives,
him privately, saying, Tell us,
be? and what [shall be] the
of the end of the world?
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The Interlinear Greek/English: → "at [the]consummation
of the age (aionos - age)."
The King James Bible: "at the end of the world"
Not at the end of this world, but at
"[the]consummation of the age" The word “age” is
referring to the present age we live in, an evil age
that began with the sin of Adam and Eve. The next age,
the age to come, is the 1000-year millennial Kingdom,
during which time Christ will be reigning on Earth
(Ephesians 1:21). The truth that this present age will
end is a major point in Matthew 24, and is mentioned in
verses 3, 6, 13 and 14. Later on in this chapter, in
verses 27 and 29, Jesus answers these two questions
about the sign of His coming and the sign of the end of
the age. Before He does that, He has a lot more to tell
1274

them, and us too, about what will be taking place
before these signs occur and therefore before Christ’s
Second Coming."
<https://christskingdom.org/articles/matthew-24-important-prophecy-chapter-bible/>

(6) Matthew 28:20 Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you
alway, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen.

The Interlinear Greek/English: "until the completion of
the age" (aionos - age).
The King James Bible: "Unto the end of the world "
“'The end' (Matt. 28:20) is nearly always found
referring, not to the end of the Church Age, but to the
end of the Tribulation — see Matthew 24:13; Hebrews 3:6,
14, etc."
"The word “world” is the word for an “age” or a period
of time, which is apparent to anyone without the Greek,
for the twentieth-century presses use the word
continually to mean this. The AV, therefore, is the
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correct translation, according to popular usage, and
the useless reference to “aion” and “kosmos” is just
another attempt to divest the AV 1611 of its
authority."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Gospel of Matthew
Commentary
However, in response to Dr. Ruckman, we have shown
in great detail that God views Time in terms of ages,
finite periods of time. Subsuming the word 'world' for
ages obscures this fact. We have also shown that in
many verses of Scripture the plural word of 'anion'
invalidates the word 'world' from being a proper
substitute. Furthermore, ages end while the world does
not. Thus, the correct translation of certain verses
requires the ending of an age, not the world.
Aion should never be translated 'world'. The Greeks
had a perfectly good word to describe 'world', the word
'kosmos'. We use this word in the English today, but
with a slightly different meaning than in the Greek of
biblical days. If the translators had done what most
leading Bible translations today have done with the
word aion in these cases where the KJV translated it
“world,” much of the confusion about the “end of the
world” would disappear. The word aion should
be translated “age”. Jesus would then have been living
at the end of the Jewish “age.” After that came a new
“age,” the one we are currently experiencing.
‘World’ is a confusing translation for aion,
because the word is also used to translate kosmos
(which means society organized apart from God as in
Matthew 4:8 and oikoumene (which means the habitable
earth as in Matthew 24:14. When ‘world’ is used to this
context it can also be taken to mean ‘the age when the
earth is inhabited’.
Additionally, if the Greek word aiōn meant "world"
then why do the translators not use the word world in
all places for the word aiōn? The answer is that it
would not make sense in all cases. Unfortunately,
making sense does not always seem to be the criteria
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used by translators. The material Universe which we
call the world (Greek word "kosmos") is never spoken of
as ending. It is always the Greek word "aion" meaning
'age' that is spoken of as ending.
For example:
 Matthew 13:39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil;
the harvest is the consummation of the world (aionos);
and the reapers are the angels.

The age (eon) ends, but not the world.
Understanding comes from context.
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 Romans 16:25 Now to him that is of power to
stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching
of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the
mystery, which was kept secret since the world began,

AV: "according to the revelation of the mystery, which
was kept secret since the world began" →
Greek: "according to the revelation of the mystery
having been kept secret in times of the ages"
But the reason it is translated in a temporal sense
is because of context. With the Greek that "aionios"
can be translated into something temporal and its root
means "age. Sometimes the word αιων does indeed mean
“age” in the sense of a limited duration of time which
comes to an end. Thus, Paul states in Romans 16:25:
“God…is able to strengthen you according to my gospel
and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the
revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long
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ages [Greek αιωνιοις] and has now been manifested”. We
see here that the word αιων means a limited duration of
time, since the ages of time when the mystery had been
kept secret came to an end when Christ appeared and was
proclaimed by the apostles. Accordingly, one of the
meanings of αιων in the Arndt-Gingrich lexicon is “a
segment of time, age.”
(7) Mark 4:19 And the cares of this world, and the
deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things
entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.

The Interlinear Greek/English: "cares of this age
(aionos - age).
The King James Bible: "The cares of this world."
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(8) Mark 10:30 But he shall receive an hundredfold now
in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and
mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions;
and in the world to come eternal life.

The Interlinear Greek/English: 'In the age (aioni)
which is coming."
The King James Bible: "In the world to come'
the coming age (Greek. aion).- Greek
'the world to come' — Actually the age which is coming
— The Messianic or Christian era, which was inaugurated
by the descent of the Holy Spirit — the Life-giver on
the Day of Pentecost.

1280

<https://watch.pairsite.com/shock-awe-11.pdf>

(9) Luke 1:70 As he spake by the mouth of his holy
prophets, which have been since the world began:
'World' should actually read 'age' according to the
Textus Receptus (see above).
As the Textus Receptus indicates where 'world' is
placed, the verse really speaks of a time period, in
this case 'properly' an age, as the literal
'translation and meaning' (below) shows.
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Luke 1:70 - Since the age (eon) began, not since the
world began.
<https://watch.pairsite.com/shock-awe-11.pdf>
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<https://www.quotescosmos.com/bible/bible-verses/Luke-1-70.html>

"By scriptural usage, age (ôlâm or aiōn) never denotes
Eternity, endlessness, time without end, perpetuity of
time, unending or unlimited duration. We now have
arrived at the true definition of the words ‘ôlâm or
aiōn (age): a duration of time, having a beginning and
an ending. The duration of this time differs with the
context of the Scripture where it is used. Aiōnion, the
adjective, modifies its noun aiōn (“age”), and means
“lasting during the age,” or “age-lasting.” Aiōn (“Age”)
= a limited duration of time Aiōnios (“Age-("Lasting”)
= lasting during the age."
Aiōn (“Age”) = a limited duration of time Aiōnios
(“Age-Lasting”) = lasting during the age"
<http://www.pilkingtonandsons.com/art_dokas_ages.pdf>

Looking at the word that should be translated “ages”
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doesn’t really bring about a clear view of
anything. Translators treat the word broadly to mean
“world” (Matthew 13:22), “ever” (Matthew 21:19), “began”
(Luke 1:70), “eternal” (Ephesians 3:11), and even
“never” (John 4:14). We previously shown that there
are many other mistranslations of anion/anionion/anionos
as well.
(10) Luke 16:8 And the lord commended the unjust
steward, because he had done wisely: for the children
of this world are in their generation wiser than the
children of light.

The Interlinear Greek/English: "the sons of the age”
The King James Bible: "the children of this world"
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HELPS Word-studies
165 aiṓn (see also the cognate adjective, 166 /aiṓnios,
"age-long") – properly, an age (era, "time-span"),
characterized by a specific quality (type of existence).
Review example: Christians today live in the newer age
(165 /aiṓn) of the covenant – the time-period called
the NT. It is characterized by Christ baptizing all
believers in the Holy Spirit, i.e. engrafting all
believers (OT, NT) into His mystical body (1 Cor 12:13)
with all the marvelous privileges that go with that
(Gal 3:23-25; 1 Pet 2:5,9).
Again, anion is also translated as "world", such as
in Luke 16:8, where it is used in the phrase "the
children of this world". This word is, however,
translated in a huge variety of ways including "age",
"forever" and so on. Translated as 'world', aiôn,
which means "lifetime", "life", "a space of time", "an
age," an epoch," and "the present world." This word is
important because it is translated as "world" in
phrases referring supposedly to the "end of the world".
However, we see it is also translated as "world" when
the, such as in Luke 16:8, where it is used in the
phrase "the children of this world". This word is,
however, translated in a huge variety of ways including
"age", "forever" and so on.
<https://christswords.com/content/connections-between-heaven-and-earth>

(11) Luke 18:30 Who shall not receive manifold more in
this present time, and in the world to come life
everlasting.
Greek :
ΛΟΥΚΑΝ 18:30 ὃς οὐχὶ μὴ λάβῃ πολλαπλασίονα ἐν τῷ καιρῷ τούτῳ
καὶ ἐν τῷ αἰῶνι τῷ ἐρχομένῳ ζωὴν αἰώνιον.
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Literal
Verse:

The Interlinear Greek/English: 'in the age that is
coming, life eternal.
The King James Bible: 'and in the world to come life
everlasting'

""The world" is from aiôn, which means "lifetime",
"life", "a space of time", "an age," an epoch," and
"the present world." A form of this word is translated
to mean "everlasting". This Greek is the source of the
word "eon" and "aeon". "Everlasting" is an adjective
that is falsely based on the word that means "age" or
"eon."
Transliterated refers to writing or spelling words, etc.
in the characters of another alphabet that represent
the same sound or sounds of the original language. For
example, aiōnis the transliterated word for the Greek
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word αίωυ is pronounced ahee-ohn (eon). It has the
sense of "perpetual" or "ageless. The words for "time"
and "an age" are lost in translation."
<
https://www.christswords.com/content/luke-1830-who-shall-not-receivemanifold-more-present-time>

Luke 18:30 "In the world (aion-age) to that is coming."
"aionios - ageless, the adjective form of aion, "In the
eternity to come"? In the Bible there is the
Patriarchal dispensation (age), and the Law of Moses
dispensation (age) (Luke 1:70; Romans 12:2; Colossians
1:26), and the Christian dispensation (age). Age (aion)
is applied to the Jewish dispensation (age) that has
ended. See Hebrews 9:26; 1 Corinthians 10:11; Matthew
24:3; Luke 1:70. This age will end at the coming of
Christ. Endless life, life that will last for all the
ages to come will be given in the age that is to come
after the resurrection (Mark 10:30; Luke 18:30; 20:35;
Ephesians 1:21; 2:7; Hebrews 6:5).
Young's Literal Translation
18:30 who may not receive back manifold more in this
time, and in the coming age, life age-during.'
Weymouth New Testament
18:30 who shall not certainly receive many times as
much in this life, and in the age that is coming the
Life of the Ages.
World English Bible
18:30 who will not receive many times more in this time,
and in the world to come, eternal life.'
As we pointed out, in the Greek the word that most
clearly means eternal is the transliterated word aidios,
which means everlasting or eternal. The fact is Jesus
never used this word. Aidios appears in the Greek text
only two times, Romans 1:20 and Jude 6. Surprisingly,
Scripture never associates aidios, which is an
adjective, with life. In the Greek, it never reads
aidios zoe(life); instead, it always reads aiōnios zoe,
a phrase used some 41 times in Greek scripture, again,
depending on the translation. If aidios were joined
with zoe(life) throughout the Greek text, then there
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would be no argument and would have to agree with all
who hold to eternal life based on the accepted
definition of the word eternal. The fact that it is not
joined with life is a strong indicator that something
else is meant. Let us look John 3:16 in order to
examine the phrase 'eternal life'.
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.

The classic rendering of this famous verse is
eternal life, but the literal rendering is age-during
or eonian life (above). Obviously, one rendering
promises life outside of time and the other promises
life in time. Which is it? Consider
Mark 10:29 And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say
unto you, there is no man that hath left house, or
brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or
children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's,
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Mark 10:30 But he shall receive an hundredfold now in
this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and
mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions;
and in the world to come eternal life.

Clearly, Jesus made no mention of life outside of
time. He promised His disciples life in the age or eon
that was coming. What age is this? It is the very age
that the ancient prophets saw and all of Judah was
looking for when the Anointed One stood in their midst.
The Age to come is called by several names, such as the
Messianic Age, the Kingdom Age, and the Tabernacles Age.
This age comes when heaven proclaims:
Revelation 11:15 "The kingdoms of the world did become
those of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign
to the ages of the ages" YLT). It is the thousand-years
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(the Millennium) that comes after the conclusion of the
six days (6,000 years) of Man.*
* Note that the world started a ‘chronological hiatus’
at this time, as God doesn’t reckon the time between
the end of the 6,000 years and the beginning of the
seven thousand years (the Millennial reign of Christ).
This period is named the Consummation of the Age. The
word ‘Consummation’ (Greek: suntelia) means ‘the
leading up of events to the appointed climax’ (Vine’s
Expository Dictionary). It is possible that before the
consummation of the ages comes there are many ages.
Eonian life is dependent on the ages, for it speaks
of life in time and, more specifically, life in the
coming ages, starting with the Kingdom Age, the age
when Christ rules over our present earth. Eonian life,
for Christians, starts at the end of our present wicked
or evil eon [age] (Galatians 1:4).
Eonian life is a life in the Age to come and the
age(s). Many have been taught not to think in terms of
ages due to the many mistranslations in Scripture. But
it appears that Scripture makes clear the fact that
God's plan for Mankind is based on ages (eons).
(12–13)
Luke 20:34 And Jesus answering said unto them, The
children of this world marry, and are given in marriage:
Luke 20:35 But they which shall be accounted worthy to
obtain that world, and the resurrection from the dead,
neither marry, nor are given in marriage:
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The Interlinear Greek/English: 'worthy to obtain the
age'
The King James Bible: 'worthy to obtain that world'
Luke 20:34-35 "having been considered worthy to the
world (aionos - age). A future age, not a future
eternity (singular) Luke 20:35 "Worthy to obtain that
aion (age).
Christ said to them, "But they that are accounted
worthy to attain to that world (aion–age) and the
resurrection from the dead...but that the dead are
raised" (Luke 20:35-37)." Who will be “accounted
worthy”? “They that are accounted worthy to attain to
that world (age), and the resurrection from the dead”
(Luke 20:35). Christ said, "But they that are accounted
worthy to attain to that world (aion–age) and the
resurrection from the dead...but that the dead are
raised" (Luke 20:35-37). "But as touching the
resurrection of the dead (Matthew 22:31). "For when
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they shall rise from the dead...But as touching the
dead, that they are raised" (Mark 12:25-26).
<http://www.robertwr.com/resurrection.pdf>

(15) John 9:32 Since the world began was it not heard
that any man opened the eyes of one that was born blind.

The Interlinear Greek/English: 'Out of the age'
The King James Bible: 'Since the world began'
If aionos means eternal then this passage would be
saying “Out of the Eternity”.
John 9:32 - probably the beginning of the Jewish age.
If, as many teach, "aion" does mean "forever" or
"Eternity," then there would be past eternities,
present eternities, and future eternities to come, both
singular and plural eternities. More than one Eternity,
as we use the word Eternity today, is not possible.
(16) Acts 3:21 Whom the heaven must receive until the
times of restitution of all things, which God hath
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spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the
world began.

The Interlinear Greek/English: "from the age (anionos)"
The King James Bible: "since the world began"
Also probably the beginning of the Jewish age, not
"since Eternity began." If aion means eternal then this
passage would be saying “Since the beginning of
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Eternity”, however, there is a beginning of ages and an
end of ages.
(17) Acts 15:18 Known unto God are all his works from
the beginning of the world.

The Interlinear Greek/English: "known from eternity*
"The King James Bible: "Know from the beginning of
the world"
*‘Eternity’ is not proper, even in a Deity context, except
when promises of eternity for the saved are discussed.
A more accurate translation reflects this:

KJB: ‘known from eternity’ Greek “known from eon”
In classical and in secular Greek aionos/aionion
is a strange word, with a sense of mystery in it. It is
an adjective formed from the noun aion. In classical
Greekthis word aion has three main meanings.
- It means a life-time.
- It means an age, a generation, or an epoch; so the
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Greeks could speak of this present aion, and of the
aion which is to come, this present age and the age
which is to come.
- It could to mean a very long space of time. The
prepositional phrase ap'aionos means from of old; and
di'aionos means perpetually and for ever. It is just
here that the first mystery begins to enter in. In the
papyri we read how at a public meeting the crowd shout
`The Emperor eis ton aiona' - 'The Emperor for ever.'
But it was Plato who took this word aionios - he
may even have coined it - and gave it its special
mysterious meaning. To put it briefly, Plato used
aionios as the word of eternity in contrast with time.
Plato used it to denote 'that which has neither
beginning nor end, and that is subject to neither
change nor decay, that which is above time, but of
which time is a moving image'. Plato does not mean by
this word simply indefinite continuance, but that which
is above and beyond time. There are three significant
instances of the word in Plato.
In ‘The Laws’ Plato speaks of the soul and the
body being indestructible, but not eternal (904a). He
claimed there was a difference between simple existence
for ever and eternity, for eternity is the possession
of gods, not of men.
The salient fact is that the essence of the word
aionios is that it is the word of the eternal order as
contrasted with the order of this world; it is the word
of Deity as contrasted with humanity; essentially it is
the word which can be properly applied to no one other
than God. Aionios is the word which describes nothing
less and nothing other than the life of God.
<https://wordgems.net/time.barclay.html>

William Barclay, in his excellent essay on this
word aionios, comments on all the connotations of the
various usage of aionios and specifically about Plato's
use:
"But it was Plato who took this word aionios – he
may even have coined it – and gave it its special
mysterious meaning. To put it briefly, for Plato
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aionios is the word of eternity in contrast with time.
Plato uses it, as it has been said, 'to denote that
which has neither beginning nor end, and that is
subject to neither change nor decay, that which is
above time, but of which time is a moving image'."
"The ideas of “everlasting” or “eternal” in English
have a time-sequence meaning you cannot get away from.
This is just not involved in the Greek (really Hebrew)
idea of a New Age. The New Age is what is referred to
in the New Testament as the Rule of God (traditionally
interpreted in the European Imperial terms as “Kingdom
of God”). This is based on the Hebrew Prophets Isaiah
and Jeremiah.

The Greek word in its own context likewise does not
carry any connotation of focus on time sequence that I
can discern. But rather it focuses on a period of time
very like the common word most used to translate it,
"age" or "of the age." This word does not deal with time,
but with era. Aeon or Eon is the form of the root word
as we still use it, borrowed directly from the Greek,
with the Latin phonetic spelling. Somewhat-equivalent
phrases would be “referring to the Age,” “in regard to
the Age,” “for the Age,” “of the Age,” depending on the
context of the discourse or the interpretation
determined to meet the syntax requirements of English.
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in its genitive form (meaning 'related to').Thus a
standard formal form of it is “of the Age.” And it is
commonly used in the PLURAL. Thus, you will also see it
as “of the Ages. John 3:16 is a famous passage that uses
this adjective, 'having life of the ages (eonian)."

So this word carries the concept of the New Age,
which is already here, as a choice among 'Ages' or
experiences. This is how the current and the future
hopes relate in the idea of the word. The word meaning
and its worldview concept does not match the modern
Western view underlying the English word 'eternal' and
its European language equivalents. The worldview
assumptions are different, not focused on the passage
of time or duration (lack of duration) of time, but on
a New Age. The focus is on a new orientation to life,
a time of justice and peace, with a concern for the
level, quality, moral character of life. You will find
this practical life-based understanding among most of
the world's cultures today. With that background the
English word 'Everlasting' and the concept is entails
is just wrong as an attempt to interpret what was
entailed by the Greek term in its context. The New
Testament terminology in Greek was interpreting the
Hebrew Messianic idea, as modified in the fulfillment
claimed by the Christians, of the “Age” or “New Age” or
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“of the ages.” How literal or symbolic this was
thought to be seems to vary. The Greek word aionios
could be pretty well expressed by the English phrase
'of the ages.' The root of it is the word aion (our
English aeon or eon), usually understood as 'age,'
similar in usage to our term 'era.'
Thus, associating the Greek word [aion] with
'eternal' or 'endless' in English adds an overlay of
assumption and concept to the Greek intention. The
English words entails a couple of stages of adjustment
or correction to associate it with the English concepts
entailed by the word 'eternal' that is often at the
core of the modern English rationalist worldview. The
Western worldview is much more focuses on metaphysics
that the Hebrew or Greek worldview in the 1st century.
(Actually the argument comes not from the contemporary
period but the earlier Modern period, based on
Enlightenment and Rationalist thinking. The Modernist
era has been surpassed with a more dynamic way of
thinking that tries to focus on the relational and
dynamic usages.)"
<http://orvillejenkins.com/theology/aionios.html>

Acts 15:18 Known unto God are all his works from the
beginning of the world.

Acts 15:18 (KJB) states "From the beginning of the
world." The Greek (above) "from eon") means from the
beginning of the Jewish age (eon), not "from the
beginning of the world".
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Strong's Concordance #165
aión: a space of time, an age
Original Word: αἰών, ῶνος, ὁ
Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine
Transliteration: aión
Phonetic Spelling: (ahee-ohn') (eon)
Definition: a space of time, an age
Usage: an age, a cycle (of time), especially of the
present age as contrasted with the future age, and of
one of a series of ages stretching to infinity.
(18) Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world:
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind,
that ye may prove what [is] that good, and acceptable,
and perfect, will of God.

The Interlinear Greek/English: "be not conformed to the
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age"
The King James Bible: "be not conformed to this world"
NASB ©

Greek

Strong's

Origin

And do not be

συσχηµατίζεσθε

4964: to conform to

from sun and schématizó (to

conformed

(suschēmatizesthe)
3778: this

to this

world,

assume a certain form, figure)

αἰῶνι
(aiōni)

probably from a redupl. of ho,,
used as a demonstrative pronoun

165: a space of time, an age from a prim. root appar. mean.
continued duration

HELPS Word-studies
165 aiṓn (see also the cognate adjective, 166 /aiṓnios,
"age-long") – properly, an age (era, "timespan"), characterized by a specific quality (type of
existence).
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
from a prim. root appar. mean. continued duration
Definition
a space of time, an age
Conformed to this age" Also probably the beginning
of the Jewish age, it is neither the beginning of the
world, nor "from the beginning of the eternity." We
are not to be conformed to the pattern of this “age,”
i.e., the pattern of the ungodly atmosphere in which we
are immersed. It helps a lot to understand and
acknowledge that this “present evil age.”
(19) 1Corinthians 1:20 Where [is] the wise? where [is]
the scribe? where [is] the disputer of this world? hath
not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?
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The Interlinear Greek/English: "[the]debater the age"
The King James Bible: "the disputer of this world"
→ 1 Corinthians 1:20 "Where is the disputer of this
world " (aion-age)." Disputer of this age", not
"disputer of this world. That’s the debater, the arguer,
the Greek philosopher. The worldly-wise Corinthian
church were squabbling over who was the best teacher,
instead of focusing on spiritual matters, but their
foolish arguments were rooted in a much more sinister the wisdom of worldly arguments.
Skeptics gets angry and declare “This is
foolishness”. They believe they are smarter than their
Creator and redemption from God is not possible.
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However, our Salvation has been completed by Jesus
Christ.

The correct translation (above) should be age (eon)
and it refers to a section of dispensation throughout
God’s creation of the ages. The word αἰών, age, derived
either from ἄω, to breathe, or from ἄει, always,
denotes a period. The Jews divided history into a
period anterior to the Messiah—this was what they
called ὁ αἰὼν οὗτος, this present age — and the period
of the Messianic kingdom, which they named ὁ αἰὼν
μέλλων, the age to come. But, from the Christian point
of view, these two periods are not merely successive;
they are partly simultaneous. For the present age still
lasts even when the Messiah has appeared, His Coming
only transforming the actual state of things slowly and
gradually. Hence it follows that for believers the two
periods are superimposed, as it were, the one above the
other, till at length, in consequence of the second and
glorious advent of the Messiah, the old gives place
entirely to the new.
Our English language has no 100% rendering of the
translation and struggles between age, ages, age to age,
world, ever, forever, etc. 'Kosmos' = world system.
There is a beginning of ages and an end of ages. There
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are many ages to come –
Ephesians 2:7 That in the ages to come he might shew
the exceeding riches of his grace in [his] kindness
toward us through Christ Jesus.

Clearly there are many ages to come as stated in
Ephesians 2:7 (AV). It would be foolish of us to assume
that the Bible contains all the revelation of the many
ages yet to come and those that preceded us. In fact
the Bible, says in Revelation 21:1 the ushering in of
the new heaven and new earth only speaks as an
introduction of another new dispensation or age for
Mankind. It would be presumptuous of us to assume that
it stops there knowing that there are earth human
relations with other worlds and possibly other
dimensional parts of the Universe in the millions of
ages to come. God is an infinite God beyond our present
finite comprehension.
(20-21) 1Corinthians 2:6 Howbeit we speak wisdom among
them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world,
nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought:
A present age, not a present world:
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1 Corinthians 2:6 "Not of the wisdom of this world,
(aionos-age) nor of the princes of this world (aionosage), that come to nought:

•

•

Negatively, this wisdom does NOT have its origin in:
o "this age" = this passing age of temporal
created things.
o "the rulers of this age" = those considered to
be of the highest rank among Mankind.
Positively, this wisdom DOES have its origin in God
Himself.
o “Wisdom in a mystery” = something not
previously revealed which is now being made
known (see Rom 16:25-26; Col 1:26; Eph 3:4-5).
o

“God predestined before the ages” = God’s
existence is outside of time, and in that
sense God’s plan of salvation could be said to
be “predestined before the ages” - before the
ages of created time or history began. God
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•

•

•
•

had us in mind when He predestined this wise
plan.
The wise plan of God was to pay the penalty for
sins by Jesus being crucified by His own creatures.
Could a little understanding on Man’s part have
foiled the wise plan of God? No! This phrase might
give the impression that if Mankind had only known
about God’s plan, then they would not have
participated in fulfilling it. But this is not the
case.
“The rulers of this age” → Who crucified Christ?
Was it only the rulers of the Jews, or does this
include the highest and best of all Mankind? (see
Acts 4:27-28)
Paul cites their crucifixion of Christ as proof of
their ignorance of the wisdom of God.
The original context of Paul’s reference here
clearly points to the Creator-creature distinction.
This emphasizes that none of His creatures can
completely understand the ways of God. This is why
we desperately need what Paul is now going to
address in the next section of this passage."
<http://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_1st_Corinthians/05_1Cor
_2_6-16/1Cor_2_6-16_Notes.htm?x=x>

1Corinthians 2:6 Howbeit we speak wisdom among
them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this
world, nor of the princes of this world, that come
to nought:
Weymouth New Testament
Yet when we are among mature believers we do speak
words of wisdom; a wisdom not belonging, however, to
the present age nor to the leaders of the present age
who are soon to pass away.
Young's Literal Translation
And wisdom we speak among the perfect, and wisdom not
of this age, nor of the rulers of this age - of those
becoming useless,
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(22) 1Corinthians 2:7 But we speak the wisdom of God
in a mystery, [even] the hidden [wisdom], which God
ordained before the world unto our glory:

1 Corinthians 2:7 "Which God ordained before the
worlds" (aionon - ages, plural in the Greek, singular
in the King James, plural in most translations).
God’s wisdom, which had been hidden in past ages,
the Law age and others ages, but has now been made
known, was foreordained before the ages, not before the
world(s) plural, but before the ages (aionion)” (Titus
1:2). Not “Promised before the worlds (plural) began”
(King James). It makes no sense.
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(23) 1 Corinthians 2:8 Which none of the princes of
this world knew: for had they known [it], they would
not have crucified the Lord of glory.

1 Corinthians 2:8 "None of the princes of this world"
→ "none of the rulers of this age"
"That shows that there was ignorance in their act.
Acts 3:17 says they did it through ignorance. They knew
they crucified a good man. They knew that. The
centurion said he was a righteous man. Pilate said, “I
find no fault in him.” They knew He was a good man, but
they didn’t know He was “the Lord of glory.” - Ruckman
'This age' - The complex realm of things around us
except so far as it submits to Christ, looked upon as
existing in time, and for a time. The unsaved are “sons
of this age,” Luke 16:8; Luke 20:34: for all they have
and are belongs to this present life. Contrast “the
coming age,” Luke 18:30; Ephesians 2:7; Hebrews 6:5.
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(24) 1Corinthians 3:18 Let no man deceive himself. If
any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, let
him become a fool, that he may be wise.

"In this world " (AV) → actual Greek "in the age"
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(25) 1Corinthians 8:13 Wherefore, if meat make my brother
to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth,
lest I make my brother to offend.

"I will eat no flesh while the world standeth" →
actual Greek "not shall eat meat to the age (eis ton
aiona)"
Young's Literal Translation
1 Corinthians 8:13 (YLT) wherefore, if victuals cause
my brother to stumble, I may eat no flesh - to the age
Paul says, 'I will eat no flesh while the world
standeth', literally to the age, elsewhere mistranslated 'forever.' The aion in this verse is a
period in Paul's own life.
"Aiōnios is an adjective drawn from the substantive
αἰών (aiōn, or aeon), which can sometimes mean a period
of endless duration, but which more properly,
throughout the whole of ancient and late antique Greek
literature, means “an age,” or “a long period of time”
of indeterminate duration, or even just “a substantial
interval.” Its proper equivalent in Latin would
be aevum. At times, it can refer to an historical epoch,
to a time “long past” or “far in the future,” to
something as shadowy and fleeting as the lifespan of a
single person."
<THE NEW TESTAMENT A TRANSLATION by David Bentley Hart>

1309

'lest I make my brother to offend' "The question is not whether it is all right to do.
The question is, 'Will it hurt my brother in Christ?'
If the answer is 'Yes', then forego the questionable
thing." - Dr. Ruckman
(26) 1Corinthians 10:11 Now all these
unto them for ensamples: and they are
admonition, upon whom the ends of the
1 Corinthians 10:11 "The ends of the
"ends of the ages" (aions-ages).

things happened
written for our
world are come.
world" (AV) →

""Upon whom the ends of the ages are arrived" Both
“ends” and “ages” are in the plural in the Greek New
Testament. That makes the use of the word 'world'
impossible.
(27) 2Corinthians 4:4 In whom the god of this world
hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest
the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the
image of God, should shine unto them.
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2 Corinthians 4:4 AV "The god of this world" → Greek:
"The god of this age (aion-age.)"

world (AV) → age (Greek) The Greek word in this
passage is “age” (Gr. "aion“).
Satan is the god of this world and this present
evil age. While it’s true that the devil is said to be
the god of this age, we know that God is “the King of
the ages” (1 Tim. 1:17). Paul is simply stating that
Satan is the chosen god of those who deny Jesus as
God’s rightful heir of all things. Jesus is describing
the devil as one who gives birth to a worldview, that
includes lying and murder. In this sense, Satan is
their spiritual father. In the same way, Satan is a god
to those who cling to the fading glory of Moses, “the
ministry of death” (2 Cor. 3:7). This is the age over
1311

which he is a god, an age that “has no glory on account
of the glory that surpasses it. Calling Satan the “god
of this age” is more a reflection on the condition of
“this age” than the real status of the devil.
<https://americanvision.org/6612/is-satan-the-god-of-this-world>

(28) Galatians 1:4 Who gave himself for our sins, that
he might deliver us from this present evil world,
according to the will of God and our Father:

AV: "deliver us from this present evil world" → Greek:
"deliver us out of the age"
'world' — Greek, “age”; system or course of the world,
regarded from a religious point of view. The present
age opposes the “glory” (Galatians 1:5) of God, and is
under the authority of the Evil One. The “ages of ages”
(Greek, Galatians 1:5) are opposed to “the present evil
age.”
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Galatians 1:5 To whom [be] glory for ever and ever.
Amen.

The word rendered “world” (αἰὼν aion), means
properly “age,” an indefinitely long period of time,
rather than eternity, forever. The text of the Holy
Bible AV 1611 has so worded the passage that any reader
can make a present application to his own age and time.
The Greek (ponerou) is worse than “bad”; it means
downright and outright wickedness. The present age
opposes the "glory" (Galatians 1:5) of God, and is
under the Evil One. The 'ages of ages' (eons of the
eons) (Greek, Galatians 1:5 (above)), the 'age to come'
(Hebrews 6:5), are opposed to the 'present evil age.'
Believers are rescued out of “this present age,”
with all its evils, of course, corruption, sense, and
selfishness, not by being removed from Earth, but being
translated into another “age”- accepted, blessed,
adopted, regenerated. (John 17:15-16) Not that
redemption is confined to the present age.

1313

(29) Ephesians 1:21 Far above all principality, and
power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is
named, not only in this world, but also in that which
is to come:
Ephesians 1:21: AV: "Not only in this world, but also
in that which is to come:"
→ Greek: "Not only to the age but also in the
[one]coming"

Why anion must be translated as 'age' not 'world'
in Ephesians 1:21
The age that is to come is the Messianic age,
which illustrates that the exalted rank of Christ is
not temporal, but eternal and that it is not limited to
this world, but shines brightly in the kingdom of God.
For this reason, Isaiah calls him, (Isaiah 9:6) 'The
Father of eternity' (For more on this see below).
'in this world' (AV) - Greek, “in this age”, that is,
the present order of things. “Things present … things
to come” (Romans 8:38).
World (aiōni) - “Age.” See this identical expression in
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Matthew 12:32 for the present time (Galatians 1:4; 1
Timothy 6:17) and the future life (Ephesians 2:7; Luke
20:35). Both combined in Mark 10:30; Luke 18:30.
'The age that is to come' is expressly mentioned, to
point out that the exalted rank of Christ is not
temporal, but eternal; and that it is not limited to
this world, but shines brightly in the Kingdom of God.
For this reason, Isaiah calls him (Isaiah 9:6) 'The
Father of eternity' (the future age). In short, the
glories of men and angels are made to hold an inferior
place, that the glory of Christ, unequalled and
unapproached, may shine above them all.
Young’s Literal Translation (YLT)
"For a Child hath been born to us, A Son hath been
given to us, And the princely power is on his shoulder,
And He doth call his name Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty
God, Father of Eternity, Prince of Peace."
Complete Jewish Bible:
9:6 For a child is born to us, a son is given to us;
dominion will rest on his shoulders, and he will be
given the name Pele-Yo'etz El Gibbor Avi-'Ad Sar-Shalom
[Wonder of a Counselor, Mighty God, Father of Eternity,
Prince of Peace],
To make this passage sensible, in that a son
cannot be his father, but is a son of his father, then
this child or son must therefore be of his Father of
eternity.
The Power Bible - The everlasting Father, Or, "Father
of eternity," or "of that which is everlasting," a
title very applicable to the Messiah, whether we
consider Him as "the Author of eternal salvation unto
all them that obey him," Heb 5:9, or as the Founder of
the new age, or world to come, the Head and Introducer
of a dispensation which is to last for ever. Agreeably
to this last notion, the Septuagint, Vulgate, and
others render, "Father of the age to come.". The
phrase might also be rendered "the Father of eternity",
that is, the Owner of it, the Everlasting; according to
the Eastern custom of calling the possessor of any
quality the father of it. Bp. Stock. (British Family
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Bible).
'The everlasting Father' - The Chaldee renders this
expression, ‘The man abiding forever.’ The Vulgate,
‘The Father of the future age.’ Lowth, ‘The Father of
the everlasting age.’ Literally, it is the Father of
eternity, אבי עד. The word rendered “everlasting,” עד
‛ad, properly denotes “eternity,” and is used to
express “forever;” see Psa 9:6, Psa 9:19; Psa 19:10. It
is often used in connection with ‛ עולםoˆlaˆm, thus,
 ועד עולםvā‛ Psa 10:16; Psa 21:5; Psa45:7. The Hebrews
used the term father in a great variety of senses - as
a literal father, a grandfather, an ancestor, a ruler,
an instructor. The phrase may either mean the same as
the Eternal Father, and the sense will be, that the
Messiah will not, as must be the ease with an earthly
king, however excellent, leave his people destitute
after a short reign, but will rule over them and bless
them forever or it may be used in accordance with a
custom usual in Hebrew and in Arabic, where he who
possesses a thing is called the father of it.
<http://truthandlightministries.org/the_holy_bible0.aspx>

The Latin Vulgate Old Testament Bible
The Vulgate is a Latin version of the Holy
Bible, and largely the result of the labors of Jerome,
who was commissioned by Pope Damasus I in 382 A.D. to
make a revision of the old Latin translations. By the
13th century this revision had come to be called the
versio vulgata, that is, the "commonly used
translation", and ultimately it became the definitive
and officially promulgated Latin version of the Holy
Bible in the Catholic Church.
9:6

parvulus enim natus est nobis filius datus est nobis
et factus est principatus super umerum eius et
vocabitur nomen eius Admirabilis consiliarius Deus
fortis Pater futuri saeculi Princeps pacis
Isaiah 9:6 "For a CHILD IS BORN to us, and a son is
given to us, and the government is upon his
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, God the Mighty, the Father of the world
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to come, the Prince of Peace."
<https://vulgate.org/

Here is Isaiah 9:6 from the Douay-Rheims
“For a CHILD IS BORN to us, and a son is given
to us, and the government is upon his shoulder: and his
name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, God the
Mighty, the Father of the world to come, the Prince of
Peace.”
In this translation, we see that the phrase
“The mighty God” is translated as “God the Mighty”
which again, takes the emphasis off the article “THE”
so we can see the possibility of Jesus being “a” mighty
God or a God who is mighty but not necessarily
dogmatically demanding that Jesus is “THE” one true and
only ALMIGHTY God the MIGHTIEST of all Gods. And again,
the phrase “The Everlasting Father” is translated here
as being “the Father OF the world to come” which is
speaking of the 1000-year reign of Jesus. The definite
article “THE” is NOT in the original Hebrew text. But
rather, whenever you see the word or the article “THE”
in front of the word “God” that that means the one true
and only Almighty God. But that is not ALWAYS true.
Most of the time it is true but not all of the time.
“For a CHILD IS BORN to us, and a son is given
to us, and the government is upon his shoulder: and his
name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, God the
Mighty, the Father of the world to come, the Prince of
Peace.”
This translation enables one to crossreference this truth of Jesus being the RULER in the
world to come as the King of kings and the Lord of
lords who will rule FOR Yahweh the Father for 1000
years. In other words, we can compare Scripture with
Scripture to see what the rest of God's word is also
saying in order to correctly interpret Isaiah 9:6 in
the LIGHT of the whole word of Almighty God.
<http://www.amatteroftruth.com/what-does-isaiah-9-6-mean>

Darby Translation
"For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his
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name is called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God,
Father of Eternity, Prince of Peace."
<https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Isaiah/9/6\>

Isaiah 9:6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son
is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder:
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

בעד
א
(ַ֖יab-i-ad),
ֲ
ִ
('Father of future' above) a Hebrew
word that means literally, "Father of eternity",
whereas it is translated as "Eternal Father" in English.
The phrase 'the Eternal Father' is not saying that
Jesus Christ is God the Father. The phrase 'Eternal
Father' or 'Father of Eternity' expresses Jesus Father'
is a Hebrew idiom which means 'Father of Eternity'.
Christ's relationship to time. It expresses the
eternality of Jesus Christ, who is, eternal.
Isaiah 9:6 YLT: For a Child hath been born to us, A
Son hath been given to us, And the princely power is on
his shoulder, And He doth call his name Wonderful,
Counsellor, Mighty God, Father of Eternity, Prince of
Peace.
To repeat, the phrase 'Eternal Father' is a Hebrew
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idiom which means 'Father of Eternity' and does not
refer to Jesus Christ's relation to a Trinity. In other
word the phrase 'the Eternal Father' is not saying
that Jesus Christ is God the Father. The phrase
'Eternal Father' or 'Father of Eternity' expresses
Jesus Christ's relationship to time. It expresses the
eternality of Jesus Christ, who, like God, is eternal.
<http://www.city-data.com/forum/christianity/523743-jesus-not-god-according-bible-23.html>

Now, the Messiah is here called in the Hebrew “the
Father of eternity,” by which is meant that he is
preeminently the possessor of eternity as an attribute.
Just as the idiom, “the father of wisdom,” implies that
a man is preeminently wise, so the term, “Father of
eternity,” implies that Jesus is preeminently eternal;
that to him, beyond and above all others, so eternity
may be ascribed.
<https://answersingenesis.org/education/spurgeon-sermons/724-his-name-the-everlasting-father/>

( אבי ַ ֖עדab-i-ad), a Hebrew word that means literally,
"Father of eternity", whereas it is translated as
"Eternal Father" in English, has come across as odd.
Meaning: Father of Eternity
The most common interpretation, "Eternal Father",
suggests that God exists eternally as a "Father" to all.
The literal interpretation, "Father of eternity", means
that God is "Father" to all again, but including the
notion of eternity and the physical experience/thing of
eternity.
The peculiar thing about this problem is that both
the phrases Eternal Father and Father of eternity don't
mean the exact same thing, but are both true about God.
God is both the Eternal Father and the Father of
eternity: (ab-i-ad), a Hebrew word that means literally,
"Father of eternity", whereas it is translated as
"Eternal Father" in English. To solve this problem, we
can look no further than the man who God deemed would
be the father to many nations, Abraham. Before his name
was changed to Abraham, his name was Abram, which can
be translated as, "Exalted Father" or literally as
"Father of elevation". ( אברםab-rum), a Hebrew word
1319

that (note) doesn't have the "i" sound/word there. Why
is it still translated (literally) as "Father of
elevation"? Just as "Aviel" means "My Father is God"
Aviad would mean "My Father Is Eternal". The name Aviad
is calling this child "The Son of the eternal God", as
only God is eternal. No wonder that this verse is so
contested and misunderstood. The dead Sea scrolls has
it written as one word "Aviad" not Avi Ad. If it was
just Father of Eternity, it would be written Av Ad, or
Av Vaed.
(30) Ephesians 2:2 Wherein
according to the course of
prince of the power of the
worketh in the children of

in time past ye walked
this world, according to the
air, the spirit that now
disobedience:

AV: "the course of this world" → "the age the world"
The Ephesians had not sinned casually, they walked
in trespasses and sins. All the nations of the earth
acted in the same way. The word rendered here as “world”
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- αἰων aion means properly “age”. “The age” (which is
something more external and ethical) regulates “the
world” (which is something more external).
'The spirit that now worketh' — With mighty power and
so he did, and does in all ages.
'course' - The word translated course properly means a
long series of times, wherein one corrupt age follows
another. Both aeon and cosmos are often translated
world. But the latter more usually signifies the worldframe, the physical creation, the former the worldperiod, and the spirit of that period. This world is
secular rather than spiritual in opposition to the
heavenly. The aeon is the temper of the age. The age'
aion (Greek #165) (something internal and ethical)
regulates 'the world'; kosmos is (Greek #2889)
(something more external).
‘according to the age of this world'. This phrase
describes the old evil environment. Sometimes Paul
speaks of it simply as ‘this age’. As in Romans 12:2,
where he warns us against the power which a nonChristian public opinion still possesses to mold our
acts and words after its own fashion, and in Galatians
1:4, where he is speaking of the power from which we
have at least potentially been delivered. In the
Epistles this use of αἰών (aion) is confined to the
Pauline Epistles. The Ephesians had followed the
spirit of theage and had been tied down by and
submerged in the ideas of an unbelieving world. To
walk with the majority view is to walk in sin because
man is sinful.
Time is spoken of not only physically, but also
morally, there being included in its signification [in
the notion of it] the character of the men who live in
it; and so αἰὼν applies to a long series of times, in
which one bad age follows another bad age;
‘The sons of disobedience’ means those who follow and
are taken up with disobedience. So at least three
factors were involved: their own choice, the influence
of the age, and the workings of Satan.
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'you walked' - The evil powers who control this age and
shape the lives of men separate man from God. Both
Jewish and pagan thought placed the evil spirits and
angels in space and even the air itself.
(31) Ephesians 3:9 And to make all [men] see what [is]
the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning
of the world hath been hid in God, who created all
things by Jesus Christ:
Ephesians 3:9 "The beginning of the world (aion-age)."
Young's Literal Translation says, "And to cause all to
see what is the fellowship of the secret that has been
hid from the ages in God, who all things did create by
Jesus Christ, that there might be made known now to the
principalities and authorities in the heavenly places,
748 through the assembly, the manifold wisdom of God,
according to a purpose of the ages, which He made in
Christ Jesus our Lord."

AV: "which from the beginning of the world hath been
hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ" →
Greek: "having been hidden from the ages"
'make all men see' Acts 26:18 To open their eyes, [and] to turn [them]
from darkness to light, and [from] the power of Satan
unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins,
and inheritance among them which are sanctified by
faith that is in me.
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- see what is the fellowship of the mystery
'having been hidden from the ages' - The general sense
is, that Paul felt himself called into the ministry in
order that all people might understand now that
salvation was free for all - a truth that had been
concealed for ages. Bearing this great truth, he felt
that he had a message of incalculable value to
Mankind,and he was desirous to go and proclaim it to
the wide world. In relation to God’s original design,
they will yet have to undergo marvelous changes. It is
probable that, prior to the great angel fall, the
angels looked upon their heaven as finished and
perfect; but God knew otherwise. He carried in Himself
a purpose which no angel knew. That purpose is at
length somewhat opened, both to men and angels, but it
is by no means carried out. It is both worthy of God
and advantageous to His creatures, that the Universe
should be perfected by theEphesian's cooperation, and
the future processes of ages. Myriads of myriads of
ages. In contrast to the mystery religions which
claimed to reveal secrets to the privileged few, Paul
states that his mission is to tell all men! God's
secret plan is put into effect by God's offer to save
men through Christ by faith. 'having been hidden from
the ages in God' - God's plan of human redemption
existed always in the purpose of God, the fact of its
being hidden indicating that therewere beings who
might indeed have understood it if God had chosen to
reveal it. God does not owe it to anyone to explain
why for a long time the mystery was concealed. It was
concealed not only from the Gentiles,but also
concealed from the Jews; and according to 1 Peter 1:12
it was also concealed from the angels in heaven. It
was even concealed from the holy prophets ofthe Old
Testament who were given revelations in words which
they did not fully understand concerning this very
mystery (1 Peter 1:10-12). God winked at or
overlooked: and this was kept so from ages past, from
the beginning of time, till now, and was laid up in
thebreast of God from all eternity; for it was
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ordained before the world for the glory, of his
people.
'from the beginning of the world' — Greek, “from (the
beginning of) the ages.” Compare Ephesians 1:4; Romans
16:25; 1 Corinthians 2:7. The “ages” are the vast
successive periods of time, marked by successive stages
of creation and orders of beings. The period during
which the mystery was hid dates from the ages
commencing with Creation, for Creation built up the
platform on which the strange mystery of redemption was
disclosed. The "ages" are the vast cycles marked by
successive stages of creation and orders of beings. God,
as Creator of the Universe, has of necessity a plan
according to which all arrangements take place, for
creation implies providence or government-the gradual
evolution of counsels which had lain folded up with
unfathomable secrecy. The plan was formed before the
ages of the world began; the keeping of that decree
hidden was since the ages of the world began, i.e. from
the commencement of the ages when intelligent beings
from whom it could be concealed were called into
existence. It was so hidden that even angels were
ignorant of God's plan (1 Peter 1:10-12). “That the
gospel of Christ was intended for the whole world is no
new idea. This mystery has always been in the mind of
God. The evangelization of the world is no modern
project. The Jews, to whom God gave His Divine
revelation, narrowly concluded that salvation was for
themselves, and possibly for some Gentiles who might
ally themselves with them. However, God opened the eyes
of Paul, and others to understand the wideness of His
mercy.
In all these places the mystery spoken of is God's
purpose of redemption, formed in the counsels of
eternity, impenetrably hidden from the view of men
until revealed in his own time. It was this plan of
redemption thus formed, thus long concealed, but now
made known through the Gospel, that Paul was sent to
carry as a guiding and saving light to all men.
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(32) Ephesians 3:21 Unto him [be] glory in the church
by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end.
Amen.

AV: "by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without
end. Amen" → Greek: "and in Jesus Christ to all the
generations of the age of the ages"
'glory' - not in the church, in the world
When the church gets filled God gets glory in the
church. In order for God to answer your prayers and
answer them over and above what you even prayed you
have to be full, you have to know the love of God, you
have to understand the physical and the spiritual
Creation, principalities and powers, what the love of
Christ is. Then God begins to really work with you and
fill your time up with his purpose and then when he
lays it on you you can't stand it, you just all the
time praised him.
'to all the generations of the age of the ages' 'The age of the ages' represent something like the
Hebrew le-olam va-ed (“unto an age and beyond”).
Eternity is conceived as consisting of “ages” (these
again consisting of 'generations') endlessly succeeding
one another. Just as our ‘age’ contains years: and then
those ages are thought of as made up, like ours, of
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generations. Through all succeeding generations - while
the race of human beings continues to exist on the face
of the Earth. A generation is properly a period of
human life, while we proceed from parents to children;
αἰῶνες are periods of the Divine economy, passing on as
it were from one scene to another. Here both words, for
the sake of amplification, with a metaphor in γενεὰ,
(generation) are joined together, so that a very long
time may be implied. This language, borrowed from the
changes and succession of time, is employed to picture
out eternity. It is a period of successive generations
filling up the age, which again is an age of ages - or
made up of a series of ages-a period composed of many
periods; and through the cycles of such a period of
0periods, glory is to be ascribed to God. It is
needless, with Meyer, to take γενεαί in a literal sense,
or in reference to successive generations of living
believers, for γενεά often simply means a period of
time measured by the average life of man. Acts 14:16;
Acts 15:21. The entire phrase is a temporal image of
eternity. This is the literal rendering of an
accumulation of terms, peculiar to this passage, but
unmistakably pointing to eternity, though its unending
duration is set forth in conceptions borrowed from the
successive periods of time. In fact the phrase seeps to
be a combination of two others, each of which is used
to express endless duration: ‘generation of generations’
(Isaiah 34:17) and the more common ‘ages of ages.’ It
may be that the term ‘generations’ was suggested by the
thought of a development of the Church through a long
series of generations begun on earth and to be
continued through ‘the age of the ages,’ i.e., the
eternal reign of the Lord in ‘the world to come.’ But
it is improper to divide the two conceptions, since the
‘generations’ belong (in this figurative mode of
expression) to the ‘ages’ of eternity.
'by Christ Jesus' - Christ, as the Mediator between God
and us by whom we offer up our services to God, praises
as well as prayers (Romans 1:8 7:25). Throughout all
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ages or through all generations. It is another of these
reduplicated, cumulative expressions by which Man,
working with the ideas of time, labors to convey the
idea of the eternal. Eternity can loosely be thought of
as one grand 'age,' conceived as consisting of "ages"
(these again consisting of 'generations') endlessly
succeeding one another. We stated earlier that eternity
can be loosely thought of as consisting of all the eons
plus the periods before and after them (See charts
which follow.)
'glory in the church' - not in the world. The world
owes God nothing in the way of glory, since they do not
understand Him. Any glory that is going to come to God
is going to come from the church or Himself via Christ
and His work. This is to be the plan of action
throughout the ages.
(33) 2Timothy 4:10 For Demas hath forsaken me, having
loved this present world, and is departed unto
Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia.

AV: "this present world" → Greek: "the present age"
Demas left him because they had loved this present
world (literally, “the now age”). The “present world”
is that which has been since Adam’s fall into sin. When
he uses the word '“age' Paul is looking at the world
from the viewpoint of the history that characterizes it.
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Further, by calling it the “present” age he implies
that there is another to come. Of that which is to come,
Paul speaks in the next verse. In fact, he shows that
God’s grace gives us an anticipation and a blessed hope
for the appearing of glory in Jesus.
The present age is characterized (and increasingly
so) by man’s unrestrained desire for what God has forbidden. Natural man seeks to satisfy the evil desires
of his flesh. This is verse employs the 'Two Age'
construct, where the 'now age' is where we now exist
and the Age to come is the Messianic Age.
<https://standardbearer.rfpa.org/flipbook/2013-03-01/files/assets/basic-html/page4.html>

(36) Titus 2:12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously,
and godly, in this present world;
"Godly, in this present world (aion-age)." → In this
present age
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AV: "this present world" → Greek: "in the present age"
The Complete Jewish Bible
Titus 2:12 (CJB) It teaches us to renounce godlessness
and worldly pleasures, and to live self-controlled,
upright and godly lives now, in this age;
Young's Literal Translation
Titus 2:12 (YLT) teaching us, that denying the impiety
and the worldly desires, soberly and righteously and
piously we may live in the present age,
(37) Hebrews 1:2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us
by [his] Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things,
by whom also he made the worlds;
Hebrews 1:2 "By whom also he made the world (aioni ages)." Made the ages-plural, not made plural worlds.
AV: "by [his] Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all
things, by whom also he made the worlds" → Greek:
"through Him also He made the ages"

”
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Hebrews 1:2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by [his]
Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also
he made the worlds;

Scripture makes it clear that the Son made the
ages (eons) and the Son of God and the eons are
inseparable. We must never lose sight of God's Son
in our understanding of the eons or for that
matter, in our understanding of all Scripture. It
is essential that we understand that through His
Son, God makes the eons, and that the eons begin
and end in His Son. It is in Him that we see the
purpose of the eons. God, speaking to the fathers
in the prophets, in the last of these days speaks
to us interms of a Son, Whom He appoints enjoyer of
the allotment of all, through Whom He also makes
the eons[ages] [aiōn].
See also Hebrews 1:1-2 CLV[REB].
Reading most translations, one would miss the
connection of the Son to the ages, for most inject
their interpretative bias into this verse by rendering
it as "through whom He made the world(s) [aiōn]." Again,
the Greek word is aiōn (eon), not kosmos (world). Truly,
the Son created the world, but He also created time or
the ages along with the world. We could say that He
created the time-space continuum in which we live today.
After all, in Him all things were created (Colossians
1:16).
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Important Review: Hebrews 1:2 Hebrews 1:2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by
[his] Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things,
by whom also he made the worlds;

(AV) 'worlds' → Greek 'ages'
Note: This verse clearly says that the Son made the
ages.
"Remove the Son from the Universe and there is no
Universe. It is like removing the Sun from our solar
system. Remove the Sun that shines upon our Earth, and
human life on Earth will cease to exist. Likewise,
remove the Son from God's purpose and plan and there is
no purpose and plan of God. All Creation is held by the
powerful word of the Son of God, who is the Word of God.
The ages are nothing apart from the Son of God. He is
the origin and the consummation of the ages. Let this
one truth be indelibly engraved on our hearts and in
our minds: God established His purpose in His Son
before He even brought forth the eons (ages), and His
purpose for the eons has been, is being, and will
continue to be worked out in His Son until the glorious
consummation of the eons when God is truly All in all
(1 Corinthians 15:28)."
<http://www.kingdomandglory.com/art/art57.pdf>
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(38) Hebrews 6:5 And have tasted the good word of God,
and the powers of the world to come.
Hebrews 6:5 AV: "Powers of the world to come." →
Greek: "Powers of the coming age. This is speaking of
another age, another time, but another time was changed
to another place.

(39) Hebrews 9:26 For then must he often have suffered
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since the foundation of the world: but now once in the
end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by
the sacrifice of himself.

AV: "once in the end of the world" → Greek: "once in
[the]consummation of the ages"
"Now once in the end of the world (aion-age).” It was
in the end of the age of the Law or Jewish age, which
lasted from the giving of the law by Moses to the death
of Christ, not the end of the world. The sacrifice of
Christ was in the end of the age of the Law given
through Moses, not as the King James Version says, in
the end of the world that has not yet came.
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(40) Hebrews 11:3
Hebrews 11:3 Through faith we understand that the
worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things
which are seen were not made of things which do appear.

"The eons (aionas- plural) were framed." God made the
ages.
1. Plural ages were prepared by the word of God, plural
periods of time.
2. Five times the King James Version translates “aions”
“the end of this would,” then it translates it “for
ever and ever.” How did they get something that will
end and something that will never have an end from the
same word?
Theologians have made the distinction of Time and
Eternity, the latter term never used in the sacred
Scriptures in the original. However, these Scriptures
establish the fact of a time before the eons, which
settles a very important point - that the eons were not
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eternal in the past, but had a definite beginning.
The final argument we present is a comparison of
the English expression "forever" with "forever and
ever." A consideration of these expressions will cause
anyone to see that something is wrong somewhere. If
"forever" carries its true significance - throughout
Eternity - then it is contrary to all laws of language,
as well as reason, to add "and ever." There exists the
unstable explanation that it is an effort to express
the infinitude of eternity. Such an explanation is so
obviously superficial. It is as correct to say
"fartherest and fartherest," as to say "for ever and
ever." It should be rendered "for the eons of the eons".
In the Greek, both words which were translated
"ever" are in their PLURAL form. (aionas, aionon). "Ton
aionon" is in the genitive form meaning "of" or
"belonging to" or "what comes out of" the aionon.
The Greek word for "and" is "kai," NOT "ton." Why
did some of the leading translations replace the Greek
"of the" with "and?" There is no linguistical reason
for them to do so. "Of the" works perfectly fine and
many English translations contain such rendering in the
very text itself and many others show it in their
margins, footnotes or appendixes.
Revelation 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the
beast and the false prophet [are], and shall be
tormented day and night for ever and ever.
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AV: "forever and ever" → Greek: "to the ages of the
ages"
"The phrase εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων (eis tous aiōnas
tōn aiōnōn) is often translated as “forever and ever”
or something similar, but literally meaning “unto the
ages of the ages”. More important here, however, the
age to which many uses of both aiōn and aiōnios refer
is clearly the olam ha-ba, “the Age to come”, the age
or world of God that is coming to this Earth, the Age
of the Kingdom or of that reality now hidden in God. In
the Greek of the New Testament, this is often rendered
as ὁ αἰὼν ἐρχόμενος (ho aiōn erchomenos), “the coming age,”
or ὁ μέλλων αἰών (ho mellōn aiōn), “the age about to come,”
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or, more simply and mysteriously, ἐκεῖνος αἰών (ekeinos
aiōn), “that age.” And that coming age must be
distinguished from the olam ha-zeh, “this present age,”
which in Greek is οὗτος καιρός (houtos kairos) or οὗτος
αἰών (houtos aiōn), “this time” or “this age”; orἐνεστὼς
καιρός (enestōs kairos) or ἐνεστὼς αἰών (enestōs aiōn),
“the present time” or “the present age”; or ὁ νῦν αἰών(ho
nyn aiōn), “the age now.” It is almost certainly the
case that in the New Testament, and especially in the
teachings of Jesus, the adjective aiōnios is the
equivalent of something like the phrase le-olam, but
also the case that it cannot be neatly discriminated
from the language of the olam ha-ba without losing
something of the theological depth and religious
significance it possessed in the time of Christ."
<THE NEW TESTAMENT A TRANSLATION by David Bentley Hart>

The expression “forever and ever” is literally “to
the ages of the ages” in Greek. One question worth
asking is, does the expression “to the ages of the ages”
necessarily mean “(absolutely) never-ending” as the
traditional English translation suggests to many minds?
Could it mean “into the ages of ages,” i.e., “into an
unstated, unspecified duration of time and succeeding
epochs”? It will be argued below that the surrounding
context favors this interpretation completely.
“The phrase εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων (eis tous aiōnas
tōn aiōnōn) — often translated as “forever and ever” or
something similar, but literally meaning “unto the ages
of the ages”— and the related ὁ αἰὼν τῶν αἰώνων (ho aiōn
tōn aiōnōn), “the age of the ages,” represent something
like the Hebrew le-olam va-ed (“unto an age and beyond”)
or le-olamei-olamim (“unto
ages
of
ages”).
More
important here, however, the age to which many uses of
both aiōn and aiōnios refer is clearly theolam haba, “the Age to come”: the age or world of God that is
coming to this earth, the Age of the Kingdom or of that
reality now hidden in God.”
The term “eternal” (aionios: more literally: ‘ageenduring,’ ‘age-lasting’ or ‘of the age’) when applied
to other concepts like “eternal judgment” (Heb. 6:2),
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“eternal redemption” (Heb. 9:12), “eternal sin” (293:29),
“eternal destruction” (2 Thess. 1:9), and so forth. None
of these references carry the idea of “a never-ending
process of judging” or “an everlasting process of
redeeming” or “a process of sin (or destruction) that
never ends.” Concerning eternal punishment as written in
places such as Matthew 25:46 -The concept of eternal
punishment is to be read in contrast with the eternal
salvation (Hebrews 5:9) ofthe saved. Does this mean
that the saved are subjected to an ongoing eternal
process of redemption that never concludes? No, it is
the consequence of redemption that is eternal, it is done
once, finished, and the results last forever. Yet this
is in fact the sense that traditionalists attribute to
the phrase “eternal (aionion) punishment,” i.e., the
wicked shall go into anever-ending process of torturous
punishment,” since these too will go into the “eternal
fire prepared for the devil and his angels” where the
devil and his messengers “shall be tormented day and
night foreverand ever” (Matt. 25:41).
But the general idea of “eternal” (aionion) used in
connection with these terms seems to be either (1) a
reference to a judgment/redemption/sin/destruction with
everlasting, permanent results — yet the act itself is
clearly not everlasting.
Aeonian: Perhaps, however, here meaning only “enduring
a long time,” or “lasting through this age,” or
“enduring for life.” This is an instance where the
settled habit of translating aiōnios—here in the plural
form, modifying “tents,” τὰς αἰωωίωως σσσωάς (tas
aiōnious skēnas)—simply as “eternal” or “everlasting,”
except in cases where it absolutely cannot have that
meaning, serves to veil an ambiguity of the text or a
judgment/redemption/sin/destruction having to do with
the age in view, that which has the quality belonging
to the age to come; or a judgment/redemption/sin whose
effects extend into the coming age, or both.
Traditionalists believe that in Matthew 25:46 Jesus
1338

intends “aionion kolasin” (eternal punishment) to
convey the sense of “never-ending punishment, i.e.,
everlasting, conscious torture in the fires of hell
without the possibility of relief.” But that is to read
far too much into the statement and language than is
warranted. "Age-during punishment in Greek,
transliterated, is the phrase ‘aionion kolasin’.
Note that in Greek, for the aionion that occurs in
Matthew 25:46,
‘aionion’ : (Adjective – Singular – Accusative –
Feminine) –
And thus it means ‘age–during’ or ‘age–abiding’
literally."
So, the literal meaning of the phrase is “age-lasting
punishment/chastisement”;
yet
the
nature
of
that
“punishment” in this case is not specified. But it is,
like other nouns of action qualified by the adjective
eternal, that which carries with it a permanent and
everlasting (aionion) result; and that is why it can,
like other scriptural concepts, be described as
“eternal,” even though the actual act, whether it be sin,
judgment,
destruction,
redemption,
salvation,
punishment, etc. does not literally continue on forever
without end.
With respect to Revelation 20:10 specifically, it
may be pointed out that although the devil, beast and
false prophet will be tormented “day and night” in the
symbolic lake of fire “to the ages of the ages” (a
reference to a long, indefinite duration of time, with
no end specified in the expression itself), John
immediately after speaks about the brand-new creation
which follows, when there will no longer be any more
pain or outcry; for, as John indicates, at that time,
the things that once were will no longer be in
existence. God completely remakes the heavens and the
Earth. It is at this time that God wipes away all tears
and there will be no more pain, death, or sorrow. The
New Jerusalem descends from heaven, and the children of
God will enjoy Eternity with Him (Revelation 21–22).
1339

Revelation 21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first
heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.
Revelation 21:2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband.
Revelation 21:3 And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the
tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall
be his people, and God himself shall be with them, [and be] their God.
Revelation 21:4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any
more pain: for the former things are passed away.
Revelation 21:5 And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all
things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.
"Is it reasonable to believe that the one who intends to
create a world where “pain shall no longerexist” and who
intends to “make all things new” will,on the other hand,
preserve a corresponding realm or co-existing
dimension where the wicked will be kept alive
against their will to be consciously tortured by fire
throughout the endless stretches of eternity,
without the remotest possibility of relief or cessation?
What would be the benefit or purpose of this? And how
would such truly harmonize with the spirit of God’s
intention to ultimately “make all things new” through
Jesus Christ? These are not the actions of a God of
Justice, who punishes sinners 'according to their
deeds'."
Romans 2:6 Who will render to every man according to his
deeds:
Isaiah 59:18 According to [their] deeds, accordingly he
will repay, fury to his adversaries, recompence to his
enemies; to the islands he will repay recompence.
Jeremiah 25:14 For many nations and great kings shall
serve themselves of them also: and I will recompense them
according to their deeds, and according to the works of
their own hands.
Psalms 28:4 Give them according to their deeds, and
according to the wickedness of their endeavors: give them
after the work of their hands; render to themtheir
desert.
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In this document we show that the Bible supports
proportional punishment. Contrary to the beliefs of many,
all unrepentant sinners do not consciously suffer for
all eternity.
Jesus and the Israelites 2,000 years ago did not
believe in conscious death because the Old Testament
Scriptures (correctly) teach that a person becomes
unconscious at death (Ecc. 9:5, 10, Ps. 6:5, Ps.
115:17). Modern Christians, however, largely believe in
conscious death because this pagan belief was mixed
with Christianity by the Church in the middle ages and
has never been purged from Christianity. (And it
doesn’t
help
that
many
modern
English
Bibles
artificially insert the mistranslated words “eternal”
and “hell” due to that pagan inherited tradition.) On
this
particular
difference
in
viewpoints,
the
Israelites living 2,000 years ago were absolutely right,
and the typical modern Christian is absolutely wrong.
Israelites 2,000 years ago were not thinking about
“eternity” or a conscious afterlife and their primary
expectation of the Messiah was that He would come to help
them in their lives on Earth by forcibly defeatingwhoever
ruled the Earth and He would rule the Earthfrom
Jerusalem with Israel. On the other hand, modern
Christians are primarily focused on “the conscious
afterlife” and their primary expectation of the Messiah
is that He will give them “eternal life” by which they
mean “being in heaven forever, starting immediately
upon death”.
That the expression often translated “forever and
ever” (Rev. 20:10) is not to be taken literally (in the
sense of ‘absolute, never-ending, eternal duration’)
may be verified by the way the same expression is used
in Revelation 19:3, regarding the destruction of
“Babylon.” The text reads:
Revelation 19:1 And after these things I heard a great
voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia;
Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the
Lord our God:
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Revelation 19:2 For true and righteous [are] his
judgments: for he hath judged the great whore, which
did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath
avenged the blood of his servants at her hand.
Revelation 19:3 And again they said, Alleluia. And her
smoke rose up for ever and ever.
At this point it is extremely doubtful that any
credible Bible interpreter would suggest that the
literal city of Babylon’s destruction will result in
real smoke literally ascending from the fallen city
forever without end, as if there will always remain
some place on the Earth or in the Universe where smoke
perpetually rises from the ruins of an actual city into
the endless stretches of eternity. The expression is,
clearly, metaphorical, a picture of complete and final
destruction, with the image of perpetually ascending
smoke connoting the permanency and lasting memory of
the city’s violent demise. This point is also verified
by the expression found in the preceding chapter which
says that Babylon
Revelation 18:8 Therefore shall her plagues come in
one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall
be utterly burned with fire: for strong [is] the Lord
God who judgeth her.
That is, the great city of Babylon, or whatever is represented by the city in
John’s vision, will be completely removed from existence, never to be found
again.
Additionally, and most significantly, it should be
noted that the same type of language (about smoke
ascending ‘forever’) was first used in the prophecies
of Isaiah (over six centuries earlier) in reference to
the historical downfall of the city of Edom.
Isaiah 34:8 For [it is] the day of the LORD'S
vengeance, [and] the year of recompences for the
controversy of Zion.
Isaiah 34:9 And the streams thereof shall be turned
into pitch, and the dust thereof into brimstone, and
the land thereof shall become burning pitch.
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Isaiah 34:10 It shall not be quenched night nor day;
the smoke thereof shall go up for ever: from generation
to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass
through it for ever and ever.
Isaiah 34:10:
…νυκτος και ημερας και ου σβεσθησεται εις τον αιωνα χρονον και αναβησεται
ο καπνος
αυτης ανω εις γενεας ερημωθησεται και εις χρονον πολυν
…nuktos kai êmeras kai ou sbesthêsetai eis ton aiōna chronon kai anabêsetai o
kapnos autês anō eis geneas erêmōthêsetai kai eis chronon polun
…night and day; and it shall not be extinguished for the age And shall ascend her
smoke upward; unto her generations she shall be made desolate, and for a long
time she shall be made desolate.
A literal English translation of the LXX translation of
the Hebrew has:
“…unto her generations she shall be made desolate; and
for [time a long] she shall be made desolate.”
(Isa.34:10, Apostolic Bible Polygot English):

Helena Keizer who renders it “endurance of
endurances” ("Life, Time, Entirety", p.142) . Similarly
a literal Hebrew-English interlinear has: “…for
permanence-of permanences”
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The Apostolic Bible Polyglot is the first
numerically coded Greek Old Testament. It allows study
of both Hebrew- and Greek-based scriptural texts in the
same language, and a student may follow the association
of a word from either the New Testament to the Old
Testament or vice versa. The trilinear format has the
AB-Strong numbers on the top line, the Greek text on
the middle line, and the English translation on the
bottom line.
(Isa.34:10, Apostolic Bible Polygot English):

A new heavens and a new Earth renew it and the
area will no longer be “desolate”, but have visitors.
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Thatdoes not warrant a translation as “forever and
ever”.
So, a literal English translation of the LXX
translation of the Hebrew, the Apostolic Bible Polygot
English and Helena Keizer all reject a rendering of
“forever and ever” (e.g. KJV), which could be
interpreted or paraphrased to mean “forever” based on
the theory that the ultimate permanence never ceases.
(Or, conceivably, it might be interpreted as being
deserted a long time (compare LXX above) until, for
example, a new heavens & new earth renew it & the area
is no longer “deserted” but has visitors). But that
does not warrant a - translation - as “forever and
ever”. Thus, Helena Keizer renders it “endurance of
endurances” ("Life, Time, Entirety, p.142)
"Isaiah 34:10 says the smoke of Babylon’s
destruction would rise “forever“; historically it
actually didn’t, making it likely that the language is
hyperbolic* and symbolic. Therefore, this would suggest
that “forever” is also hyperbolic and symbolic here in
Revelation―that the smoke won’t literally rise forever.
"New Testament expressions such as eis ton aiōna (“for
the age”) and eis tous aiōnas tōn aiōnōn (“for the ages
of the ages”), which are often translated simply
“forever,” have reference only to the present epoch or
to coming epochs, not to a qualitatively
different “eternity.”
<The New Testament by David Bentley Hart>

*Hyperbole is exaggerated words used for emphasis ‘the
heavens rolled up like a scroll’. It is failure to
observe this rule has caused untold damage to prophetic
interpretation of Scriptures by the religious unskilled
so-called teachers. They try to make these Scriptures
literal thus causing Christians to expect cataclysmic
global events in the future. This passage is written in
Hebrew hyperbole.
Another example, Isa 34:2-10 which speaks of God’s judgment on Edom.
The smoke from the city of Edom’s destruction
“shall go up forever.” Although the English word
“forever” technically means “without end,” in the
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original Hebrew the word that occurs is really an
expression of indefinite time (‘to the age’).
Young’s Literal Translation; ‘times age-abiding,’
Rotherham), not to be taken, at least in this
context, as meaning “absolutely endless.” And
although we use the word “forever” for
translation, we rightly understand this to be a
case of poetic and hyperbolic language, used to
communicate the power and dramatic nature of the
literal point; namely, that the city of Edom and
its inhabitants will be completely and utterly
destroyed, beyond the hope of revival. Edom was
located directly south of Israel, in the northern
part of modern day Jordan.
Has anyone heard
of a fire that’s been burning
there for 2500 plus years? Revelation, is primarily
apocalyptic literature. This was a popular form of
writing at the time and it used grand symbols to convey
important ideas. Just like the smoke from Edom didn’t
go up “forever”, so also the smoke in Revelation isn’t
meant to be taken literally.

"With

respect to the “torment” spoken of as lasting
“forever and ever” in Revelation 20:10, it was pointed
out by one source: Attempts have been made to show that
these are reduplications, if no other forms of the word
1346

convey the idea of eternity. But the literal meaning of
[eis tous aiõnas ton aiõnon] is 'unto the ages of ages'
(the eons of the eons). It should be perfectly clear to
the commonest mind that if one age is limited, no
number can be unlimited. Ages of ages (eons of eons) is
an intense expression of long duration, and if the word
aiõn should be eternity, ‘eternities of eternities’
ought to be the translation, an expression too absurd
to require comment. If aiõn means eternity, any number
of reduplications would weaken it...The thought of
eternal duration was not in the mind of Jesus or his
apostles in any of these texts, but long duration, to
be determined by the subject. It was pointed out by one
source: "Attempts have been made to show that these are
reduplications, if no other forms of the word convey
the idea of eternity. But the literal meaning of [tous
aiõnas ton aiõnon] is the ages of the ages. To repeat,
if the word aiõn should be eternity, ‘eternities of
eternities’ ought to be the translation, an expression
too absurd to require comment. If aiõn means eternity,
any number of reduplications would weaken it. The
thought of eternal duration was not in the mind of
Jesus or his apostles in any of these texts, but long
duration, to be determined by the subject.” Although
another respected source expressed partiality toward
the traditionalist interpretation of Revelation 20:10
(that ‘ages of ages’ means ‘forever without end’), it
was nevertheless harmoniously be acknowledged,
“Strictly speaking, even the expression ‘they will be
tormented forever and ever” is figurative; eis tous
aiõnas ton aiõnon literally should be rendered ‘unto
the ages of the ages’. The phrase figuratively connotes
a very long time. The context here and in the whole
Apocalypse must determine whether this is a limited
time or an unending period.”
These are the essential reasons why it is safe to
accept that although the expression “to the ages of the
ages” can implicitly carry the idea of “forever and
ever” in reference to a certain number of concepts that
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demand such a meaning, that contrary to the conclusion
of traditional interpreters and that of the reference
work cited above — this sense is not demanded in the
case of Revelation 20:10 and is, in fact, qualified,
deliberately overshadowed, and ultimately limited by
the closely following expression regarding the Creation
of a new heaven and a new Earth, and which explicitly
indicates this will represent a point in time when both
death and pain “will no longer exist.” Thus, in
addition to the fact that in Revelation 19:3 the very
same expression used does not mean or demand a strict
and literal eternity — the larger, surrounding context
of Revelation 20:10 determines “to the ages of the ages”
to denote a long and intense but limited duration, for
the period of time itself is qualified by John’s vision
of the future state when “all things” will be made
“new,” for the “former things” — including mourning,
outcry and pain — will have “passed away”.
Revelation 21:3 And I heard a great voice out of
heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with
men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his
people, and God himself shall be with them, [and be]
their God.
Revelation 21:4 And God shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more
pain: for the former things are passed away.
Revelation 21:5 And he that sat upon the throne said,
Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me,
Write: for these words are true and faithful.
<https://www.unity-of-spirit.org/index_htm_files/Rev20%20Navas.pdf>

The Lake of Fire is specifically mentioned. This
burning lake as a place of final punishment seems
straightforward until Revelation 20:10.
Here you have the beast and the false prophet in
the lake fire for at least 1,000 years.
The Time Factor
To understand Revelation 20:10 correctly we must
put it into its proper chronological context. Once we
know when it occurs, much of the confusion about this
1348

verse clears up. Though only twelve verses separate
Revelation 19:20 from 20:10, one thousand years elapse
between their respective events. The Beast and the
False Prophet are cast into the Lake of Fire when
Christ returns (Revelation 19:11-21). Soon afterward, a
strong angel imprisons Satan in the bottomless pit for
the thousand years of the Millennium (Revelation 20:13). When the thousand years are about to pass, Satan is
released, and he gathers Gog and Magog to fight against
the saints (verses 7-9). After God defeats this futile
attempt, He casts the Devil, a spirit being, into the
Lake of Fire to “be tormented forever and ever”. In
Revelation 20 the antichrist and the false prophet are
destroyed and cast alive into the lake of fire.
NOTE: When the devil or the beast and the false prophet
were thrown in the lake of fire, we read no word about
a second death. However, when human beings are thrown
in there, it says second death.
The apostle Peter describes the end-time fire as an
all-devouring holocaust: “The elements will melt with
fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in
it will be burned up” (2 Peter 3:10). In no way could
the Beast and False Prophet survive a thousand years of
such high-temperature burning. The laws of nature
simply will not allow it.
The translators of the King James version render
the final clause of the first sentence of Revelation
20:10 as “where the beast and the false prophet are.
The present-tense verb “are” is not in the Greek text;
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◄ 3699. hopou ►
Strong's Concordance
hopou: where
Original Word: ὅrig
Part of Speech: Adverb
Transliteration: hopou
Phonetic Spelling: (hop'-oo)
Definition: where
Usage: where, whither, in what place.

The verb “are” is an understood verb. In English
grammar, such silent verbs take the same tense as the
verb in the main clause of the sentence. The
translators ignored this rule, however. The primary
verb of the sentence, “was cast” (an aorist verb
usually translated as simple past tense), demands that
the understood verb should be “were [cast]” (past tense)
to agree with the plural subject “the beast and the
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false prophet.”
<https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/PW/k/1776/Eternal-Torment.htm>

Revelation 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the
beast and the false prophet [are], and shall be
tormented day and night for ever and ever.

"In addition to the fact that in Revelation 19:3
the very same expression used does not mean or demand a
strict and literal eternity — the larger, surrounding
context of Revelation 20:10 determines “to the ages of
the ages” to denote a long and intense but limited
duration, for the period of time itself is qualified by
John’s vision of the future state when “all things”
will be made “new,” for the “former things” — including
mourning, outcry and pain — will have “passed away”
(Rev. 21:3-5)."
John Wesley Hanson, "The Greek Word Aion—Aionios,
Translated Everlasting-Eternal in the Holy Bible, Shown
to Denote Limited Duration", 1875. 14 Beale, The New
International Greek Testament Commentary, The Book of
Revelation, A Commentary on the Greek Text, p. 1030. 15
One example which helps to illustrate how an intense
expression like “to the ages of the ages” (‘forever and
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ever’) can be qualified is found in Jude 6, where it is
written,
Jude 6 And the angels which kept not their first
estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved
in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment
of the great day.

'And the angels who did not stay within their own
position of authority, but left their proper dwelling,
he has kept in eternal (imperceptible) [Gk. aidiois;
ever-existing] chains under gloomy darkness until the
judgment of the great day.' (Jude 6). Unlike the word
Aionion (normally translated ‘eternal,’ yet which means
more literally ‘age-enduring’ or ‘pertaining to the
age’), the term aidiois in Greek actually means,
unequivocally, everlasting. Yet we should note that—in
reference to the chains used by God to confine the
rebellious angels — Jude seems to nevertheless limit
the technically absolute sense of aiodios, a term that
actually does denote “never-ending duration.” The
context thus seems to rule out the notion that the
confining chains spoken of in this case are literally
everlasting in the absolute sense, for the angels are
kept by these “eternal” chains “for (‘unto’ KJB or
‘until’ ESV) the judgment of the great day.” In the
same way, in Revelation 20:10, where it is said of the
devil, beast and false prophet (and not said of the
unsaved in general), that they “will be tormented day
and night unto the age of the ages,” it is purposefully
1352

and shortly after stated in an illuminatingly hopeful
vision a future, righteous world—that God will
eventually bring a new Creation into existence, and the
former things will have passed away.
<https://www.unity-of-spirit.org/index_htm_files/Rev20%20Navas.pdf>

The primary verb of the sentence, “was cast” (an
aorist verb usually translated as simple past tense),
demands that the understood verb should be “were [cast]”
(past tense) to agree with the plural subject “the
beast and the false prophet.”
Deceived by the unbiblical doctrine of the immortal
soul, the translators had to deny nature and break the
rules to make this verse fit their understanding. On
the other hand, we can confidently assert that our
teaching agrees with Scripture, nature and grammar.

How can anything physical or spiritual “be tormented day and
night forever” when “day and night” will no longer exist once the New
Jerusalem comes down out of heaven? Rev 22:5
Revelation 22:5 And there shall be no night there; and they need no
candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and
they shall reign for ever and ever.
tells us that there will be no night, and that there will be no sun, for the
Lord God will be our light. This scripture alone hints that “everlasting”
only means age- or era-lasting as it is used in Revelation.
<http://whistler4truth.tripod.com/39.htm>

Revelation 22:5 And there shall be no night there;
and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for
the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign
for ever and ever.
“They need no candle, neither light of the Sun.”
There is no Sun or Moon in the city,
Revelation 21:3 And I heard a great voice out of
heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with
men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his
people, and God himself shall be with them, [and be]
their God.
but the Sun and the Moon are still there, and putting
out light. For example, you couldn’t have the months
divided into months if you didn’t have a Sun and a Moon.
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"The Moon marks out the months, and the Sun marks out
the thirty days that make up the months. So although
the people in New Jerusalem do not need the Sun and the
Moon for “light,” there is indication that people on
the earth do still need them.”
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Revelation Commentary
Who Is Tormented?
Before the explosion of modern translations, the
final sentence of Revelation 20:10 roused no one’s
skepticism.

However, the newer versions bring out the fact that the
verb here (basanisthesontai) is plural and is correctly
rendered “they will be tormented, but not forever. and
ever. Who are “they”? Does this include the Beast and
False Prophet? Does God
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torment wicked human beings eternally*?
* The phrase “the ages of the ages” used in Revelation 20:10
is a phrase that uses the same speech convention as “king of
kings”, referring to the greatest of a group. So “ages of
the ages” refers to the greatest ages of a group of ages.
During the 5th age*, the New Jerusalem age (Rev. 2122), the antichrist, the false prophet, and Satan will be
tormented somehow in the lake of fire (Rev. 20:10). After
the 5th age comes “the consummation” (1 Cor. 15:20-28) of
God’s plan, the “consummation of the ages” when Christ will
do away with sin in practicality, which will then allow Him
to do away with death as well (Heb. 9:26, 1 Cor. 15:20-28).
We have already seen that the Bible denies any idea
of Man having innate immortality. These wicked leaders
of men in the last days will die and burn to ashes soon
after being thrust into the Lake of Fire, their souls
and bodies destroyed by Him who can do this in Gehenna
fire (Matthew 10:28). This fact would preclude any
human from being described as “tormented day and night
forever and ever.”
Notice that in Revelation 20:10, the description of
what happens to Satan, the antichrist, and the false prophet
when they are thrown into the lake of fire says nothing

about death but rather goes out of its way to say they are
thrown there “living” or “alive”. Why don’t they die

when thrown there, while humans do? Satan, is not fully
human (or in Satan’s case, not human at all). Many
Christians wrongly assume that because Satan, the false
prophet, and the antichrist are tormented for ages (and
conscious) in the lake of fire, that humans will be too.
This is because they don’t understand that death for a human
being in the Bible equates to being unconscious.
In Ezekiel 28:18-19 it says Satan will cease to exist,
but in Revelation 20:10 and Matthew 10:28 the Bible says
Satan is tormented forever and ever. Regarding Satan’s
disposition, we must interpret scripture with scripture. In
Ezekiel we read:
Ezekiel 28:18 Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the
multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy
traffick; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the
midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee
to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold
thee.
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Ezekiel 28:19 All they that know thee among the people
shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a terror, and
never [shalt] thou [be] any more.
But later in Revelation, we read:
Revelation 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was cast
into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and
the false prophet [are], and shall be tormented day and
night for ever and ever.
Based on these two passages, some conclude that
Ezekiel’s words are a reference to the Lake of Fire. In
other words, when Ezekiel declares that Satan will cease to
be forever, the prophet means that Satan will cease to be of
concern or importance because he will have been consigned to
an ‘eternity’ in the Lake of Fire. From the standpoint of
Creation, Satan has ceased to be because he will exist
outside of our experience forever. A passage in Ezekiel 28
which describes the fall of Lucifer, who became Satan seems
to say that Satan will be burned up and that he will
therefore cease to exist.
However, we need to understand that Ezekiel 28 speaks
about a human being, as well as Satan. In Ezekiel 28:1-10,
God addresses the “PRINCE of Tyre” (verse 2), a mighty human
leader. Beginning with verse 11 and until verse 17, God then
addresses the real power behind that human leader–Satan the
devil, who is identified in verse 12 as the “KING of Tyre.”
But beginning in verse 18, God returns to the description of
the prince of Tyre–the human leader–and it is the human
leader who will be “devoured” and “turned… to ashes,” and he
“will be no more forever” (verse 19).
Ezekiel 28:16 By the multitude of thy merchandise they
have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast
sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the
mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O covering cherub,
from the midst of the stones of fire.
Some claim that this passage proves that Satan will be
“destroyed” in the sense of “annihilated.” However, that is
not the meaning of “destroyed” in that context. Please note
that God speaks about the fall of Lucifer which occurred
BEFORE the creation of man. It was already at THAT time that
God “destroyed” him “from the midst of the fiery stones.”
But Satan did not cease to exist at that time. He is still
around today–and he will be around at the end of the
Millennium, to deceive the nations (Revelation 20:7-10). All
Ezekiel 28:16 is telling us is that God did not allow
Lucifer any longer to dwell with Him on the mountain of God–
in heaven. He was no longer allowed to fulfill any holy
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administrative functions in the service of God. Rather, he
FELL down from heaven to this earth like lightning (Luke
10:18). Some have pointed at a question by demons at the
time of Jesus, when they asked Him: “Did you come to destroy
us?” (compare Mark 1:24; Luke 4:34). They have concluded
that this shows that demons know that they will be
annihilated. This is, however, not what the passages
indicate–apart from the fact that the Greek word for
“destroy,” apollu,” can ALSO mean, “to lose off or away.”
Even though the Hebrew word for “destroy,” “abad,” can
have the meaning, by implication, of “perish,” it can also
mean “wander away” or “to lose oneself.” Judging from the
context and in light of the remainder of the Bible, it is
clear that the meaning here is not, “cease to exist.” The
New International Version translates, “… I EXPELLED you, O
guardian cherub, from among the fiery stones.” Other
translations say here, “drove out.”
Likewise, Jesus’ comment in Matthew agrees with this
conclusion:
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body, but
are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is
able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
To “destroy both soul and body in hell” means to be
consigned forever to the torment of the Lake of Fire, which
is called the Second Death. In the Bible’s terminology, the
Second Death does not mean from God tpo be accompanied by
torment.

This gives credibility to the contention
that no human being will ever suffer eternal
pain, for the fact that the beast and false
prophet “were cast” into the lake of fire at
some previous point in time cannot be used as
proof that they are still alive and suffering.
The nature of the lake of fire is such that it
exterminates those who are mortal and torments those
that are immortal. Only God and Jesus, at the present
time, possess life immortal. Just because a created
being is made of spirit, like the devil or other angels,
does not necessarily mean they too have immortality and
can never die. Jesus confirms this fact when he reveals
the final fate of anyone who totally rejects God and
His righteous ways. Consider:
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Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:
Why is a fire prepared for the devil and his demons
if, because they are spirit, they cannot be harmed by
it?
The Ultimate Punishment
After the millennial reign of Christ, the devil
will be permitted, for one last time, to actively
deceive others. After this last great evil act Lucifer,
the angel who became God's chief adversary, will
receive what he justly deserves for the life he lived
(Revelation 20:7-10). The devil will not, in spite of
what some religious people might think, be tortured
forever as his punishment. The Bible strongly indicates
his life will be stopped - he will no longer exist AT
ALL. He will be put out of his misery and his life
terminated so that he no longer causes himself or
others any problems. ‘Ages of the ages’ does not mean
forever.
The Scriptures could now be said to fully support
our belief that the beast and false prophet were
tortured when Christ returned and cast them into the

lake of fire (Rev 19:20), with the devil having
been cast into the lake of fire at the end of
the Millennium, approximately 1000 years later.
This gives credibility to our contention that
no human being will ever suffer eternal pain,
for the fact that the beast and false prophet
“were cast” into the lake of fire at some
previous point in time cannot be used as proof
that they are still alive and suffering.
Some final thoughts on Ezekiel 28 and Satan:
Ezekiel 28:18 Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the
multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy
traffick; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the
midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring
thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them
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that behold thee.
Ezekiel 28:19 All they that know thee among the people
shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a terror,
and never [shalt] thou [be] any more.
"If it's a direct reference to Satan ... it could be
that this fire that devours him - the ultimate or final
fire that devours him is the lake of fire. He could
kindle the lake of fire with the destruction of the
dragon, possibly." - Dr. Estep
"“Red” always symbolizes blood, wherever you find it.
This dragon is identified in Revelation 12:9, “And the
great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the
Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world”
He is Satan; he is the Devil; he is called a “dragon.”
Hence, Satan is very careful to encourage the writers
of Greek and Chinese mythology where they talk about
“dragons,” so that when a sinner reads about a “dragon”
in the Bible he will laugh it off and say that it was a
“mythological monster,” and therefore, “the apocalypse
was written in apocalyptic language that is figurative
and obscure,” etc. But Satan has a great deal more
sense than the scholars who study mythology. When you
read of a dragon in the Bible, do you know what the
word means? It means a dragon! Right here we should
take time out to find a description of this “dragon,”
in detail. Lucifer was an “anointed cherub,” and he
fell and became a “red dragon.” When he appears, he
appears as a 33-year-old male, “an angel of light” (2
Cor. 11:13–14). It must be understood, of course, that
these passages you are about to learn, are going to be
rejected totally by every organized religious group on
the face of the earth. Although Satan appears as “an
angel of light,” we should never be as ignorant and
naive as Milton (who wrote Paradise Lost) and assume
that the Devil was an angel. It is a common fable among
Christians that Satan is a fallen angel. The Devil is
never an angel: he is a Cherubim and has wings, and no
angel in the Bible has wings (see commentary on Gen.
3:1). The Devil was “the anointed cherub that covereth,”
and as “the anointed cherub that covereth,” he had
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wings. Angels do not have wings; wings, in the Bible,
are not connected with angels. The angels of Roman
Catholic fiction (as the Mary and the Jesus of Roman
Catholic fiction) are the real subjects of mythology in
which most educated, professing Christians in America
believe, today. In Satan’s present condition, he is not
a winged cherub, but a “red dragon.” He may appear as
“an angel of light” (2 Cor. 11: 11–14), but this is a
false appearance and a deception. His actual condition
is found in the Book of Job. (The Book of Job is the
oldest book in the Bible, and therefore, it deals more
in detail with the events which took place in Gen. 1:1–
2 than the Book of Genesis does itself.)
“In Job 41 a strange creature is described. As a
matter of fact, there are thirty-four verses dealing
with him, and these make more verses (dealing with the
reality of Satan) than there are verses in the Bible
which deal with the human appearance of Jesus Christ.
That is, the most important character in Scripture,
outside of the Lord Jesus Christ, is the “anointed
cherub” who became a “red dragon.” (And once again, we
will have a fine opportunity to observe how basically
ignorant great Bible scholars are when it comes to
handling the word of God. In Job 41, we find the entire
Bible believing segment of fundamental Christianity
going completely into the ditch and never getting
out.)"
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S. Revelation Commentary
So, although Ezekiel chapter 28 seems to discuss a
human king of Tyre, the description of his appearance
and responsibilities clearly point to it referring to
the devil.
At the end of the Millennium Satan will be freed.
Revelation 20:7 And when the thousand years are
expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison,
Revelation 20:8 And shall go out to deceive the
nations which are in the four quarters of the earth,
Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the
number of whom [is] as the sand of the sea.
Revelation 20:9 And they went up on the breadth of the
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earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and
the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of
heaven, and devoured them.
Revelation 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the
beast and the false prophet [are], and shall be
tormented day and night for ever and ever (ages
of the ages).
By merely using God's explanation of what happens
to human bodies when they are cast into fire, we find
that they will be burned up.
Psalms 37:20 But the wicked shall perish, and the
enemies of the LORD [shall be] as the fat of lambs:
they shall consume; into smoke shall they consume away.
The everlasting fire was prepared for Satan and his
angels. However, He goes on to say that human beings
who are ultimately judged unfit for eternal life are
also to be cast into this very Lake of Fire. When these
beings are cast into the Lake of Fire, then, it is by
God's definition "the second death," from which there
is no resurrection.
Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the second death.
Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.
He means that their punishment is eternal, that is,
irrevocable. The false prophet, of course, is the
second beast of Revelation 13:11.
Revelation 13:11 And I beheld another beast coming up
out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and
he spake as a dragon.
<https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/BQA/k/160/Will-Beast-False-ProphetSuffer-Eternal-Torment-Revelation-2010.htm>

Strictly speaking, even the expression ‘they will
be tormented forever and ever” is figurative; eis tous
aiõnas ton aiõnon literally can be rendered ‘unto the
ages of the ages’; at the least, the phrase
figuratively connotes a very long time. In this Greek
clause, there is no word that means "and," as the Greek
conjunction kai; "and," is not in this clause. The word
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aionon is the genitive plural of the noun aion, and the
genitive plural in this syntax should be translated
"eons," or "ages;" hence ton aionon. Anyone can study
these words and see that "forever and ever" is not a
good translation of these Greek words. As eis is used
in this clause and as eis involves a movement or
development toward a goal, this clause cannot mean
endlessness. The context here and in the whole
Apocalypse must determine whether this is a limited
time or an unending period. There are people who do not
worship the antichrist, and yet he can’t get his hands
on them to kill them during the Tribulation.
The fourth beast of Daniel’s vision (Dan. 7:7) is
the beast of Revelation 13:1–2. He is a nondescript
beast and is not named in Daniel 7:7–8. He has more
than one head like “leviathan,” and he has ten horns.
Daniel 7:8 I considered the horns, and, behold, there
came up among them another little horn, before whom
there were three of the first horns plucked up by the
roots: and, behold, in this horn [were] eyes like the
eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things.
This is the Antichrist.
Daniel 7:11 I beheld then because of the voice of the
great words which the horn spake: I beheld [even] till
the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given
to the burning flame.
A parallel verse, Matthew 25:41, says that sinners
will be cast into “the everlasting fire prepared for
the devil and his angels.” Jesus intimates that the
Lake of Fire’s primary purpose is for the punishment of
demons, but it will also be used as the means of
execution for the wicked among humans, those people who
unrepentantly live as demons do.
Revelation 14:10 The same shall drink of the wine of
the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture
into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be
tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of
the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:
Revelation 14:11 And the smoke of their torment
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ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest
day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and
whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.
This speaks of those persons who worshiped the
beast and received its mark as being “tormented with
burning sulphur in the presence of the holy angels and
of the Lamb.” It further states that “The smoke of
their torment rises for ever and ever. (ages of the
ages). There is no rest day or night for those who
worship the beast…”
Review:
While the text does state that the smoke (the
product of something being incinerated) goes up forever
(ages of the ages). (possibly as a memorial), it does
not say that the wicked are tormented forever.

It merely states that they have no relief from their suffering as long
as the suffering lasts, but does not say how long it lasts. There may well
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be a period of suffering before oblivion, but not unending. The Bible is
very clear in its teaching that there will be a second death, which means
just what it appears to mean … death, not some form of life.
These are the essential reasons why it is safe to
accept that although the expression “to the ages of the
ages” can implicitly carry the idea of “forever and
ever” in reference to a certain number of concepts that
demand such a meaning. This sense is not demanded in
the case of Revelation 20:10 and is, in fact, qualified,
deliberately overshadowed, and ultimately limited by
the closely following expression regarding the creation
of a new heaven and a new Earth, and which explicitly
indicates this will represent a point in time when both
death and pain “will no longer exist.” Thus, in
addition to the fact that in Revelation 19:3 the very
same expression used does not mean or demand a strict
and literal eternity — the larger, surrounding context
of Revelation 20:10 determines “to the ages of the ages”
to denote a long and intense but one of limited
duration, for the period of time itself is qualified by
John’s vision of the future state when “all things”
will be made “new,” for the “former things” — including
mourning, outcry and pain—will have “passed away” (Rev.
21:3-5).
<https://www.unity-of-spirit.org/index_htm_files/Rev20%20Navas.pdf>

If we understand “they will be tormented” to
include the Beast and the False Prophet, we must
explain the phrase “forever and ever” (eis tous aiônas
tôn aiônôn). Literally, this means “to the ages of the
ages” and would seem to imply perpetuity. However, we
must be careful with the word aiôn and its various
forms. Its range of meaning runs from “a space or
period of time” to “a lifetime” to “an age” to
“eternity.” As in all such cases, the context must give
the sense.
Having rejected the immortality of the soul, we
have no recourse but to understand aiôn here in the
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sense of “as long as conditions exist” or “as long as
they live.” Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New
Testament Words concurs:
"AION . . . signifies a period of indefinite duration,
or time viewed in relation to what takes place in the
period. . . . The phrases containing this word should
not be rendered literally, but consistently with its
sense of indefinite duration. Moreover, aiôn can also
be rendered as “unto the ages of ages,” “until the
eternal age,” or even “up to the vanishing point”! As
should be plain, a precise definition of this Greek
word proves extremely difficult. Dogmatism on it is not
advisable."
What About the Demons?
If we accept that “they will be tormented” refers
to Satan and his demonic followers, we must also accept
that “forever and ever” may not necessarily imply that
these once-angelic creatures will suffer torture and
pain eternally. True, Jesus does say in Luke 20:36,
Luke 20:36 Neither can they die any more: for they are
equal unto the angels; and are the children of God,
being the children of the resurrection.
which some assume means that both godly angels and
sinful demons possess eternal life. However, Jesus — or
for that matter, the Bible — never explicitly makes
such a statement. Our Saviour may be referring only to
those angels who remain His faithful servants, to whom
He has granted continuing life.
Regarding “the angels who sinned” (2 Peter 2:4), the
Bible asserts that “God did not spare” them, meaning
that He has not pardoned their sins, just delayed their
punishment. The verse goes on to say that, in the
meantime, He has “cast them down to hell [tartaroo] and
delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved
for judgment.”
E.W. Bullinger writes that their prison, Tartarus,
“is not Sheol or Hades, . . . [but] denotes the bounds
or verge of this material world” (A Critical Lexicon
and Concordance to the English and Greek New Testament,
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“hell,” p. 370). Tartarus, then, is a holding place—
this material world where the demons are awaiting their
final judgment. Their ultimate penalty is not “chains
of darkness” or “everlasting chains under darkness”
(Jude 6), but something far more permanent to be
rendered in “the judgment of the great day.” This
appointed time of judgment still awaits them (see
Matthew 8:29).
As mentioned above, Paul writes unambiguously that
“the wages of sin is death”.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
"God also says in Ezekiel 18:4, 20, “The soul who
sins shall die.” Scripture does not stipulate that this
applies only to humans (in this context soul means
“living being” — even God is a soul; see Leviticus
26:11, 30; Isaiah 1:14; Jeremiah 6:8; Zechariah 11:8;
Matthew 12:18; Hebrews 10:38; etc.), nor does God’s
Word ever say that sin can be paid for by a lengthy,
even eternal, imprisonment (as many speculate will be
the demon's fate). According to these verses, all sin
requires death for expiation, and since the Bible does
not indicate that demons will repent of their sins and
accept Jesus Christ’s death to pay for their
transgressions, only their own deaths will cover their
many terrible sins.
So, can demons die? The evidence of Scripture does
not disallow it. Indeed, Ezekiel 28:11-19 — a wellknown passage describing Satan’s origins, character,
rebellion, and fate—prophesies in verses 18-19:
Ezekiel 28:18 Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the
multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy
traffick; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the
midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring
thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them
that behold thee.
Ezekiel 28:19 All they that know thee among the people
shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a terror,
and never [shalt] thou [be] any more.
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Many people believe this applies to a physical
“king of Tyre” referenced in verse 11, but the context
describing the one who became Satan — “the anointed
cherub who covers” (verse 14), who was “the seal of
perfection” (verse 12) and “in Eden, the garden of God”
(verse 13) — continues without interruption through
verse 19. Taken at face value, this passage tells us
that God, who created the angels who chose to sin, can
extinguish their lives through fire. Trying to explain
verses 18-19 as a metaphor for Satan and his demons
being imprisoned in darkness forever makes a mockery of
their plain sense. In fact, the words of Ezekiel 28
sound amazingly like death in the Lake of Fire. (For
more complete information on this subject, please see
“Do Angels Live Forever?” by John W. Ritenbaugh in the
January-February 2017 issue of Forerunner.)
<https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/PW/k/1776/EternalTorment.htm>

We see that if the King James Bible and others
wanted to translate the Greek word "aion" as "ever,"
but to stay true to the Greek forms of speech they
should have come up with the following rendering:
"And the smoke of their torment is ascending for the
evers and evers."
Again, the Greek word for "and" is "kai," NOT
"ton." So why do many modern English Bibles use the
expression "forever AND ever?"
“So (eis tous aiōnas tōn aiōnōn) — often translated
as“forever and ever” or something similar, but
literally meaning “unto the ages of the ages” and the
related ὁ αἰὼν τῶν αἰώνων (o aiōn tōn aiōnōn), “the age of
the ages,” represent something like the Hebrew le-olam
va- ed (“unto an age and beyond”) or le-olameiolamim (“unto ages of ages”) More important here,
however, the age to which many uses of both aiōn and aiōnios
refer is clearly the olam ha- ba, “the Age to come”: the
age or world of God that is coming to this Earth, the Age of
the Kingdom or of thatreality now hidden in God. In the
Greek of the New Testament, this is often rendered as ὁ αἰὼν
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ἐρχόμενος (ho
aiōn erchomenos), “the coming age,” or ὁ μέλλων αἰών (ho
mellōn aiōn), “the age about to come,” or, more simply
and mysteriously, ἐκεῖνος αἰών (ekeinos aiōn), “that age.”
And that coming age must be distinguished from the olam
ha-zeh, “this present age,” which in Greek is οὗτος
καιρός (houtos kairos) or οὗτος αἰών (houtos aiōn), “this
time” or “this age”; orἐνεστὼς καιρός (enestōs kairos)
or ἐνεστὼς αἰών (enestōs aiōn), “the present time” or “the
present age”; or ὁ νῦν αἰών (o nyn aiōn), “the age now”.
It is almost certainly the case that in the New
Testament, and especially in the teachings of Jesus,
the adjective aiōnios is the equivalent of something
like the phrase le-olam, but also the case that it
cannot be neatly discriminated from the language of
the olam ha-ba without losing something of the
theological depth and religious significance it
possessed in the time of Christ. New Testament scholars
as theologically diverse as Marcus Borg and N. T.
Wright have suggested that translators might do well in
many or most instances to render aiōnios as “of the age
to come”. In fact, in Wright’s own translation of the
New Testament he does just this wherever he deems it
appropriate (though his resolve inexplicably deserts
him at the crucial juncture of Matthew 25:46)."
<The New Testament: A Translation by David Bentley Hart>

"for the eons of the eons." Concordant Literal New
Testament
"for the ages of the ages." Young's Literal, and others
"for the aeons of the aeons." The New Covenant by Dr.
J.W. Hanson
"unto the ages of the ages.: Rotherham's Emphasized,
and others
"through the ages of the ages." The Holy Bible in
Modern English
The Greek word "aion" in its form in this verse is
in the PLURAL both times. So we have "eternities"
(plural) AND MORE "eternities" (plural). Is there more
than one "eternity?" Does adding one "ever" to another
produce eternity? Would "everS AND everS, double
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plurals make eternity longer? You see, when we look at
the original Greek construction behind our English
phrase "forever and ever," it becomes quite plain to a
rational person that this phrase found in many of our
leading English Bible translations, comes from the same
place and is inaccurate.
Simply put, we have a plain manipulation of the
Greek word "aion" twice in this text and a
mistranslation of the Greek word "ton," which basically
means "of the." "Ton" never means "and," unless, of
course, one is translating according to "tradition",
rather than by proper translation methods.
What is really more amazing is that the double
construct phrase of the Greek word "aion" appears in
two other forms in the Bible. In one form both aions
appear in the singular and in the other form, one aion
is singular and the other is plural. In order for the
"traditional" folks to be honest in their translating
and still maintain that "aion" means "ever," they would
have to give us English that reads like this:
"Ever and ever," and "ever and everS," and "everS and
everS."
As a rational person can begin to see, the English
"forever and ever," has no resemblance to the original
Greek form 'the ages of the ages'.
The Greeks would not be able to understand at all how
we came to such a meaning so remote from the original
Greek. They would not consider these Greek
constructions "idiomatic" expressions at all nor
literal translations. They would consider it all
theological nonsense. The Greeks had no problem with
plural forms of the word "aion," because it meant to
them what our modern word "eon" means to us. Eons are
finite periods of time, not Eternity. "Eon, eons, eon
of the eon, eon of the eons, eons of the eons, made
perfect sense to the Greeks of the first century A.D.
and they make sense in modern English. We have many
translations which have translated these Greek phrases
this way or similar ways, as we pointed out previously.
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When we allow "aion" and its derivatives to be a period
of time, rather than "eternity" reason returns to us
instead of senseless meanings which only places
confusion in our minds and destroy our concept of the
True God of the Bible. Reason returns to us when we
determine that "aion" means and has always meant "an
indeterminate period of time" sometimes long enough to
be called an "age," sometimes as short as the three
days and nights.
Jonah spent in the fish (Jonah 2:6), then we can
easily see a number of ages in succession. Then phrases
like the "age of the ages" becomes a particular age out
of several ages. This is exactly what the Greeks had in
mind. The Greek language is a very precise language. If
it uses three different constructions of the double use
of "aion," there is a very good reason for it. To
arbitrarily translate all of them exactly the same way
"forever and ever" as the KJV, NIV, NASB, NRSB,
Amplified, Living, etc. have done, is NOT translating,
its butchering the Greek through dark age traditions.
The word "aion" in ALL its forms refers to "ages"
which have ends AND beginnings. There are ages
mentioned in the Greek New Testament. There is only ONE
Eternity, not multiples. Again, in Revelation 14:11 the
true translation from the Greek should be: "And the
smoke of their torment is ascending for the evers and
evers."
Revelation 14:11 And the smoke of their torment
ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest
day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and
whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.
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AV: "for ever and ever" → "to the ages of ages" (Greek)
The smoke, not the torment, goes on for ages and ages.
It doesn't say they are tormented for the eons of the
eons but that “the smoke of their torment is ascending
for the eons of the eons.”
<http://www.saviourofall.org/opposers/EricLConceptofAion.html>

Other translations:
Revelation 14:11: And the smoke of their torment goes
up to ages of ages, and they have no respite day and
night who do homage to the beast and to its image, and
if any one receive the mark of its name. (Darby)
Revelation 14:11: And, the smoke of their torment,
unto ages of ages, ascendeth; And they have no rest day
or night, who do homage unto the beast and his image,
or if anyone receiveth the mark of his name. (Rotherham)
Revelation 14:11: And the smoke of their torment goes
up until the Ages of the Ages; and the worshipers of
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the Wild Beast and his statue have no rest day or night,
nor has any one who receives the mark of his name.
(Weymouth)
Revelation 14:11 And the smoke of their torment doth
go up to ages of ages; and they have no rest day and
night, who are bowing before the beast and his image,
also if any doth receive the mark of his name. (Young's
Literal Translation)
Revelation 14:11 And the fumes of their torment are
ascending for the eons of the eons. And they are having
no rest day and night, those worshiping the wild beast
and its image, and if anyone is getting the emblem of
its name. (Concordant Literal New Testament)
THE EONS (AGES) BEGAN IN CHRIST -2
As we have shown in this document, having
ascertained from the Scriptures that there was a time
before the eons, the next thing to establish is what
was their beginning. The Scriptures reveal that:
Colossians 1:15 Who is the image of the invisible God,
the firstborn of every creature:
Colossians 1:16 For by him were all things created,
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and
invisible, whether [they be] thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers: all things were created by
him, and for him:
This is the most complete summing up of the grounds
of the Creation one could possibly want. It is true
that Christ was doing the creative acts back in Genesis
1:1.
Future confirmation is provided John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God.
John 1:2 The same was in the beginning with God.
John 1:3 All things were made by him; and without him
was not any thing made that was made.
This Scripture makes it clear that all came into
being through the Logos (Word), and apart from Him, not
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one thing came into being which has come into being.
Therefore we are assured that the eons were made by the
Word.
To the Hebrews, God reveals how the eons began,
saying:
Hebrews 1:1 God, who at sundry times and in divers
manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the
prophets,
Review:
Hebrews 1:2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by
[his] Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by
whom also he made the worlds;

It is very clearly stated in Hebrews 1:2 that
Christ (the Son) made the ages (eons). Thus, the eons
had a beginning. These Scriptures definitely and
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unequivocally reveal that the eons had their beginning
in Christ Jesus.
3k1) CONSUMMATION OF THE EONS
To repeat an important section concerning 'eternal'
and 'forever' the translators of many Bibles translate
the Greek word 'aion' by the English words 'world',
'always', 'forever', 'everlasting', 'eternal', etc.,
all of which are contrary to Inspiration. The
translators have not been consistent in their word, but
have translated the Greek word aion by many different
words, seemingly in accord with their opinions. For
example:
1. ages, Eph.2:7; Col.1:26
2. course, Eph.2:2.
3. world, Matt.12:32; 13:22,39,49; Rom.12:2; 1
Tim.16:17, etc.
4. eternal, Eph.3:11; 1 Tim.1:17.
5. for ever, Matt.21:19; Mark 11:14; Luke 1:55; John
6:51,58, etc.
6. never (with a negative), Mark 3:29; John 4:14;
8:51,52; 10: 28; 11:26; 13:8.
7. ever, Heb.7:24.
8. for evermore, Heb.7:28.
9. while the world standeth, 1 Cor.8:13.
Again, it is plain to be seen that if the Greek word
aion meant "forever" or "eternal" in the absolute sense,
these various translations would not have been
necessary. Something is wrong. The noun aion refers to
a period of time. It appears very improbable that the
derived adjective aionios would indicate infinite
duration, nor have is there any evidence in Greek
writing to show that such a concept was expressed by
this term.
Hebrews 9:26 For then must he often have suffered
since the foundation of the world: but now once in the
end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by
the sacrifice of himself.
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'the end of the world' (AV) In the Greek it is
actually '[the] consummation of the ages' Consummation (4930) (sunteleia from sun = together or
an intensifier + teleo = to finish) describes the
bringing of something to a successful finish. In a word,
the noun sunteleia means completion, conclusion, close,
end, consummation. It is used 5 times by Jesus Himself
in the phrase the "end of the age."
'synteleia' - Synteleia is clearly an "eschatologically
rich" term both the Old and the New Testaments to apply
to the end of the age.
This verse is another positive proof that the eons
have a conclusion or "end," and therefore do not last
"forever." It also repudiates the assumptive theory of
Man that there is an infinite series of ages, for it
speaks of the end of the eons.
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The Bible never once talks about "eternal" life, or
ANYTHING happening "forever" or "forever and ever. You
will not find the word “hell”, or phrases such as
“eternal punishment” or forever and ever, in literal,
accuracy focused English Bible translations like The
Concordant Version or Young’s Literal Translation. This
is because the word “hell” and words like “eternal”,
“forever”, and “everlasting” are nowhere to be found in
the original (Hebrew and Greek) manuscripts of the
Bible. As if this was not enough, modern Bible
translators of the less accuracy focused versions also
often artificially insert words referring to
endlessness such as “eternal”, “everlasting”, and
“forever” into the Bible even though there is no word
that refers directly to eternity or endlessness in the
original language manuscripts of the Bible. Hasting’s
Dictionary of the New Testament states that there is no
word in the Greek or Hebrew manuscripts of the Bible
that expresses the abstract idea of eternity.
Hasting’s Dictionary of the New Testament: “ETERNITY"—
"There is no word either in OT Hebrew or in NT Greek corresponding to the abstract idea of
eternity. In Isaiah 57:15 both Authorized Version and Revised Version NT 1881, OT 1885 have
the phrase ‘the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity.’ Masoretic Text has  ַער שּׁכן, lit.
‘dwelling for ever’—the thought of the writer being evidently the unchangeableness of God. ַער
probably comes nearest of all Hebrew words to express permanence. Originally it was a
substantive connected with Assyrian adú, meaning ‘time,’ ‘passing time,’ ‘the present.’ But in
OT it is used adverbially to express indefinite duration of time generally in the future. Its use is
mainly poetical: of God (Isaiah 57:15), His law (Psalms 19:9), His attributes (Psalms 111:3;
Psalms 111:10). But it is found also in connection with things whose existence in Hebrew
thought would be limited, e.g. a king’s life (Psalms 21:6, Proverbs 29:14), the lip of truth
(Proverbs 12:19)."
"The idea of eternity, like the idea of immortality, was probably beyond the range of
early Jewish thought. It arose after the Exile, partly through a natural development of the Hebrew
conception of God, and partly through the force of circumstances. (1) The pious Jew, turning
away more and more from the anthropomorphism of cruder religions, strove to differentiate the
infinite God from finite man. God is transcendent—above the limitations of earthly existence.
Hence He is eternal, from everlasting to everlasting. A thousand years in His sight are but as
yesterday. (2) With the Exile came a decay of national ideals, and the Jew began to consider
more his own personality and its relation to this eternal God. This thought developed slowly, and
was mixed with various elements. The Jew found himself in an evil world. His own nation was
oppressed, almost blotted out. Good men suffered; wicked men seemed to prosper. If the eternal,
omnipotent God ruled the world, then all this must surely end. The Day of the Lord would come
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for oppressed Israel, for the oppressors, for the whole world, and (in Apocalyptic literature, PsSol 3:16, 13:9 etc.) for the Jew himself. Then the present evil world ( ) ַה ְוּה עוֹ ִלםwould give place
to a new and glorious era ( ַה ָ!א עוֹ ִלם, see Generation). Whether this  ַה ָ!א עוֹ ָלםwould be endless
the Jew did not at first stop to inquire. Sufficient for him that it would come with countless
blessings in ‘the end of the days’ ( ִה ָי ִמים קץ, cf. Matthew 13:39; Matthew 24:3). In the Book of
Enoch, however, ‘Time’ is followed by ‘Eternity’ in the  ַה ָכא עוֹ ָלם. Later Judaism developed the
idea, probably borrowed from the Zend religion, of a series of world epochs (cf. the world
empires of Daniel’s vision), followed by the Messianic age. "
<https://www.studylight.org/dictionaries/eng/hdn/e/eternity.html>

In fact, the words eternal, everlasting, and
forever should NEVER appear in the New Testament. They
are mistranslations of the Greek word "aeon." Almost
all of God's revelation is confined to the eons, yet it
is of the highest importance to know that they are not
eternal in the past nor everlasting in the future. They
have definite boundaries. We know very little of the
commencement of time before the eons, nor of the end of
the time after the eons, but the eons themselves are
marked by a definite beginning and a predetermined end.
Eternity, a term not sanctioned by Scripture, might be
loosely applied to either the pre-eonian or the posteonian times, but can never be correctly coupled with
any age or eon or with the whole course of the eons.
When the kingdom eon arrives, which yields to the last
grand eon when a and a new Earth usher in the day of
God. The consummation is after the eons of the eons
have run their courses. This is the honor and glory of
God, which does last forever.
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The eternal purpose of Christ is spoken of in terms
of ages:
Ephesians 3:11 According to the eternal purpose which
he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord:

"The above type of translating (KJB, NASB) not only
adds to the potential for confusion and makes it more
difficult to explain the subject at hand; but, more
significantly, it also leads to error and frankly, bad
doctrine. Based on this translation, one is led to
believe that God has an eternal or endless or timeless
purpose, but the fact of the matter is the Greek word
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translated eternal is the noun aiōn in its plural form,
meaning eons or ages. Thus, the more accurate rendering
of this phrase is the purpose of the ages, which brings
God's purpose into time, not outside of it. Or, we
could say that God's purpose is explained in or through
the ages, as well as worked out in the ages. This makes
more sense and is supported by several translations
compiled together."
"In accord with [according to] the purpose of the eons
[ages] [aiōn], which He makes [made, purposed] in
Christ [Anointed, Messiah] Jesus, our Lord."
(Ephesians 3:11 CLV (Concordant Literal New Testament);
DNT (Darby New Testament );HCSB; REB; WED (Wilson's
Emphatic Diaglott); YLT (Young's Literal Translation).
A paraphrased translation captures the same thought
by relating the eons or ages to history:
"This was God's plan for all of history which he
carried out through Christ Jesus our Lord. (Ephesians
3:11 GW)
<http://www.kingdomandglory.com/art/art57.pdf>

As Ephesians 3:11 clearly states, the 'eternal'
purpose is '[the]purpose of the ages' (eons). (See the
Greek translation above). The time will come when
Mankind will reach the consummation of all the eons
(ages). The doctrine of the eons is of the highest
value in placing things in their true perspective. It
does not give us "the end of the world." It does not
carry us beyond the eons. It ends, or rather
consummates, nothing. It describes to us the turning
point in God's dealings with Mankind.
<http://www.theheraldofgodsgrace.org/Loudy/Purpose/GodsEonianPurpose04.htm>
<https://www.tentmaker.org/tracts/DoesForeverS.html>

Review: Eternity does NOT have an end. An eon DOES
have an end. What the Bible says is that those
(saved) living at the end of the eons will never die,
it is because death will be abolished.
Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the second death.
To review, the process of God revealing Himself
(His character) to His creatures is the purpose of the
eons (ages).
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Ephesians 3:11 According to the eternal purpose which
he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord:

If Infinity were needed for God to make Himself
known, then we would never obtain such knowledge. God
never speaks to us in terms of Infinity, since we
cannot understand it. He has provided a definite period
of time for His self-revelation, called the eonian
times.
The mistranslation of the word aion ("eon") as
everlasting, eternal, forever, and even "world", in the
King James Version and nearly all translations of the
Bible, leads to much confusion and even sometimes to
false doctrine. Some of the Bible translations have
corrected some of the confusion by correctly
translating the word "eon" as "age" which is much more
accurate. But they don't do it in every instance.
The following the word "eon" is translated in many
different ways, as well as allowing the Bible to
interpret its own words. The Bible reveals that the
word "eon" clearly means a period of time, because the
eons have a "conclusion." Eternity has NO conclusion.
So the word "Eon" CANNOT mean eternity.
Another example:
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Hebrews 9:14 How much more shall the blood of Christ,
who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without
spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to
serve the living God?

Here anionou, derived from the stem anion, can mean
eternal (an unlimited set of ages). As the rule below
states, Eternal is composed of an infinite set of ages
when used in the context of God/Jesus/Holy
Spirit/Heaven.

To repeat: The general rule is if the Greek PLURAL
word aionas (or its grammatical derivatives) is
directly ATTACHED to the subject/object of
God/Jesus/Holy Spirit/Heaven etc. it represents in most
cases Ages and beyond... Ages that just keeps on coming
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possibly without end, If the Greek PLURAL word aionas
(or its grammatical derivatives) is directly ATTACHED
to the subject/object of God/Jesus/Holy Spirit/Heaven
etc. it represents in most cases ages and beyond...
Ages that just keeps on coming, possibly without end.
<https://www.shalach.org/Hell/greek%20aion.htm:>

Consider now:
1Timothy 1:17 Now unto the King eternal (ton aionon,
of the ages) immortal, invisible, the only wise God,
[be] honour and glory for ever and ever (eis tous
aionas), to the ages of the ages). Amen.

The context of 1Timothy 1:17 is speaking about God.
Here the Greek PLURAL word aionon (or its grammatical
derivatives) is directly attached to the subject/object
of God/Jesus/Holy Spirit/Heaven etc., so it represents
age and beyond. Otherwise, as we have stated in this
document, the terms 'eternal, forever, and everlasting
are all composed of ages of fixed length. In a
God/Jesus/Holy Spirit/Heaven context they are infinite
in number (the ages of the ages).
Therefore, unless otherwise definably constrained
and limited by context, if the PLURAL of AGES is used
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(aionos) then it is NOT possible to determine the
length of the AGE and just how many of the AGES there
actually are or have been - Ages of Ages (Infinity and
Eternal by default).
So, it then can be said that the definition of the
Greek word aion is therefore figuratively 'liquid' and
assumes the definition/shape of whatever 'contextual
Biblical mold' into which it is poured. To this end, if
it is ATTACHED to a noun/subject/object that is ETERNAL
then its definition becomes eternal. likewise, if it
is attached to a subject/object that is temporal then
its definition becomes temporal.
To repeat, if it is attached to a
noun/subject/object that is eternal then its definition
becomes eternal. likewise, if it is attached to a
subject/object that is temporal then its definition
becomes TEMPORAL. Moreover, if the Greek word aion or
its grammatical derivatives are used, their definition
cannot be a fixed meaning, that can be generalized
consistently in each and every case where the word
appears - it remains liquid waiting to poured into a
'mold', which is determined by the context of the
scripture and the 'subject/object' to which it is
attached. the definition of the noun/subject/object
actually determines the definition of aion.
"Thus, the time/number of the age(s) is determined,
as stated by the 'subject/object' to which it is
attached. For example, if we are talking about Jesus
and his earthly ministry or the Millennial, then the
age becomes constrained by the time frame of this
existing age we now live in, respectively if the age is
suggested to be the Millennial reign of Christ, then
the time frame of the age becomes one-thousand years.
However, if the age(s) is in reference to the eternal
existence of the living Christ as in Rev. 1:18
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Revelation 1:18 I [am] he that liveth, and was dead;
and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have
the keys of hell and of death.
the time becomes eternal from his death on the cross
(including this age and the Millennial, but per this
particular Scripture, not before the Cross - was dead)
- ages of the ages. God always confirms His word but He
does not necessarily always repeat it."
In other words, "the time of the age(s) is determined, as stated by the
'subject/object' to which it is attached. for example, if we are talking about Jesus and
his earthly ministry or the Millennial, then the age becomes constrained by the time
frame of this existing age we now live in, respectively if the age is suggested to be the
millennial reign of Christ, then the time frame of the age becomes one-thousand years.
however, if the age(s) is in reference to the eternal existence of the living Christ as in
rev. 1:18 the time becomes eternal from his death on the cross (including this age and
the Millennial, but per this particular scripture not before the cross - was dead) - ages of
the ages. god doubles what he confirms, i.e. i am that i am, et.
Meanwhile, if we are referring to the ETERNAL INFINITY of GOD Himself, then
the TIME of the past/present/future will be the AGE(s), UNLESS otherwise constrained
by Scriptural CONTEXT. "
Therefore, in one case aion (or its derivatives) may be one SINGLE well defined
AGE or it may be ETERNAL - as stated, it depends on the mold it is poured into (the
subject/object it is ATTACHED).
< https://www.shalach.org/Hell/greek%20aion.htm>
< https://doinglifeonfire.org/2017/05/26/when-god-confirms-his-word-versusrepeating-his-word-is-there-a-difference/>
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Revelation 1:18 I [am] he that liveth, and was dead;
and, behold, I am alive for evermore (to the ages of
the ages), Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.

Thus, if we are referring to the eternal Infinity
of God himself, then the time of the
past/present/future will be infinite age(s) (the ages
of the ages), unless otherwise constrained by
Scriptural context. Therefore, in one case aion (or its
derivatives) may be one single well defined age or it
may be eternal as stated, it depends on the 'mold'
(context) it is poured into (the subject/object it is
attached).
With the surrender of the "Perfect Kingdom" to the
Father, 'Time' ceases, and the 'Eternal Ages' called
the "Ages of the Ages" begin. They correspond to what
the Apostle Paul in his Letter to the Ephesians calls
the "Ages to Come." Ephesians 2:7. John in the Book of
Revelation says that the "Devil" and the "Beast" and
the "False Prophet" shall be tormented day and night
forever and ever, or for the "Aions" of the "Aions,"
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the "Ages of the Ages," Revelation 20:10.
Revelation 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the
beast and the false prophet [are], and shall be
tormented day and night for ever and ever.

What those "Ages of Ages" shall reveal of the Plan
and Purpose of God we do not know, but if we are His we
shall live to know, and possibly take part in their
development. What we do know is that we are but in the
beginning of things and as concerning the ages.
Consider now these scriptural examples below that
translate the Greek word 'aion' to mean age.
Mark 10:29 And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say
unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or
brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or
children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's,
Mark 10:30 But he shall receive an hundredfold now in
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this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and
mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions;
and in the world to come (in the age which is coming)
eternal (anion) life.

Note how the translators in Mark 10:30 swapped
"world" for age "aion" into in the verse. Nowhere in
the above passage of Mark 10:30 does it ever suggest
that the age to come was to be contiguous and
immediately sequential to the age for which Jesus was
currently ministering. The age to come is to be
determined by the antecedent Scriptural context
referencing the Kingdom of God.
"This is resolved in John 3:16, 3:36, et al,
which reveal the singular (aionion - age)
attached to an eternal subject/object - those
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that believe. This is the endless life in union
with Christ, referenced by Dr. Vincent. This
eternal duration of time cannot be denied those
who are in Christ and believe - hence, the
singular aionion takes on the eternal definition
(mold) because of the object to which it is
attached ('poured into'). Moreover, the
translated word world in Mark. 10:30 could easily
have been left as the singular (aioni age). However, when one uses the definition world
for age it applies to all of the scripturally
defined constructs and time constraints
respecting that world/age. Therefore, aioni is
referring to a prescribed time, and the
respective aionion is referring to a scripturally
defined life and its prescribed time - both are
indeed eternal."
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John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting (aionion) (eonian) life.
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John 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath
everlasting (aionion) life: and he that believeth not
the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God
abideth on him.

Greek Language expert Dr. Vincent suggests the
following:
Dr. Vincent had this to say about "eternal life" as i
t’s
spoken of in the Bible:
"Ζωη αιωνιος eternal life, which occurs 42 times in the
N.T., but not in LXX, is not endless life, but life
pertaining to a certain age or aeon, or continuing during
that aeon. I repeat, life may be endless. The life in
union with Christ is endless, but the fact is not
expressed by αιωνιος . . . (p. 60, vol. IV, Vincent's Word
Studies of the New Testament)
As Dr. Vincent
explains, these words do not convey the concept of
"eternity" or "endlessness" as we understand it. There
is one aeon of a human life, another of the life of a
nation, another of a crow's life, another of an oak's
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life. The length of the aeon depends on the subject to
which it is attached... As Dr. Vincent stated in the
quote above, this does NOT preclude some who are raised
to live in that kingdom from having "everlasting life"
as we commonly understand it..."
Dr. Vincent, does not accept the Greek word anion
as pertaining only to perpetuity/eternity/endlessness,
etc., but to FINITE TIME, as a viable Greek substitute
for UNENDING TIME. There are indeed Scriptures that
require the meaning of eternity (see below). For
example, the Greek word is needed to address the
perpetual time immediately following the Millennial
Reign of Christ. As we stated, there are two Greek
words 'aidios/aidiois' used in Rom. 1:20 and Jude 1:6
that do mean Eternity/Eternal. However, seeing that
99.8 percent of the NT employs the Greek word 'aion'
and its various derivatives, it is then up to
translators to accurately determine with pinpoint
accuracy just what they actually mean with respect to
the Scriptures to which they are applied. Why then would
the Greek biblical Text writers purport grammatical
language for subjects and objects to which they had no
grammatical words, i.e. Eternity, if the Greek word
aion could not be suggested to be eternal? Moreover,
to reiterate. Dr. Vincent declares that The length of
the aeon depends on the subject to which it is attached.
The length of the 'aeon' become when attached to
descriptive biblical characteristics of
God/Christ/Heaven, etc., (see rule above) - probably
just what earlier Greek scholars had correctly
determined long before Dr. Vincent - in these cases it
implies Eternity.
Below is a list of Scriptures that apply the
Greek word anion with an attached eternal object:
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 John 6:68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord,
to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of
eternal (aioniou) life.

 1John 5:11 And this is the record, that God hath given
to us eternal (aionion) life, and this life is inhis Son.
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 1John 5:20 And we know that the Son of God is come,
and hath given us an understanding, that we may know
him that is true, and we are in him that is true, [even]
in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and
eternal (zoe anionos) life.
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 Ephesians 2:7 That in the ages (aiosin) to come he
might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in [his]
kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.

 Ephesians 3:21 Unto him [be] glory in the church by
Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end.
Amen.
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"throughout all ages, world without end. Amen."
"the generations of the age of the ages"
 Galatians 1:5 To whom [be] glory for ever and ever
to the ages of the ages (eis tous aionas ton aionon),
Amen.

In this verse 'forever and ever' (to the ages of
the ages) is shown to be composed of an infinite number
of ages since the verse has Diety context. We would not
in English write “Eternity and Eternity” or “to
everlasting and everlasting.” These would seem
redundant. We do, however, say “for ever and ever” and
have probably picked this up from the Bible. But in the
Bible it appears that this is no redundancy. The
individual words “ever” do not, of themselves,
necessarily indicate Eternity.
<https://www.shalach.org/Hell/greek%20aion.htm>

The Old Testament formulations translated “for ever
and ever” always refer to Jehovah, His qualities, His
work or the Saints. They are often stated in terms of
contrast with the wicked and the works of men - both of
which are transitory.
"The pure idea of eternity is too abstract to have
been conceived in the early ages of the world, and
accordingly is not found expressed by any word in the
ancient languages. But as cultivation advanced and this
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idea became more distinctly developed, it became
necessary in order to express it to invent new words in
a new sense, as was done with the words eternitas,
perennitas, etc. The Hebrews were destitute of any
single word to express endless duration. To express a
past eternity they said before the world was; a future,
when the world shall be no more. The Hebrews and other
ancient people have no one word for expressing the
precise idea of eternity."
<

https://www.tentmaker.org/books/Aion_lim.html>

Eonian, Aeonion Review:
Variously translated: Aeonian, age-abiding, long
ages, of the ages, past ages, periods of past ages,
remote-age times, commencement, eternal, eternally,
eternity, everlasting. Many believers place great
emphasis on the words eternal and eternity and the
concept of endlessness, as if this is the emphasis of
Scripture. But is this not what Scripture emphasizes.
Some Hebrew and Greek language scholars claim that the
concept of eternity (eternal) is not a fundamental
concept in the original languages of the sacred
writings, because the Hebrews looked out to the future
and saw it as something concealed or obscured*, and the
Greeks thought in terms of long periods of time with
beginnings and ends and did not think in terms of
endless.
* In the Hebrew the noun “eon” comes from the word owlam,
and in the Greek word aiōn. Owlam comes from a root
meaning “hidden.” The word therefore means a period of
time, but a period of unknown or hidden length, the
duration of which is determined by the fact or
condition or person to which the term is applied. The
adjective eonian comes from the Greek word aiōnios.
These words are more commonly known as “age” and “ageabiding” respectively.
Practically all English translations use the
word 'eternal' as if it were a fundamental and
essential property of Scripture. It is the
interpretation of what they believed to be the meaning
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behind the words. However, what if the fundamental
message of Scripture is actually the concept of ages or
eons and not the concept of eternal or Eternity?
To repeat an important point, in the Hebrew
language, the words everlasting, eternal and forever
are usually derived from the transliterated Hebrew word
owlam, which means “to hide, keep secret, obscure.”
Owlam relates to an age whose end is unknown and thus
whose end is obscure, but not necessarily endless. It
refers to an indefinite period of time, and not to the
concept of eternal or Eternity, that is, endlessness,
unless, of course, used in a Diety context.
Consider again these examples from the Bible that
help to prove this point (review).
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Jonah 2:6 I went down to the bottoms of the mountains;
the earth with her bars [was] about me for ever: yet
hast thou brought up my life from corruption, O LORD my
God.

◄ 5769. olam ►
Strong's Concordance
olam: long duration, antiquity, futurity
Original Word: עוֹלם
Part of Speech: Noun Masculine
Transliteration: olam
Phonetic Spelling: (o-lawm')
Definition: long duration, antiquity, futurity.
Jonah was in the bowels of a large fish for three
days, but it is recorded in most translations that
he cried out that the earth with its bars was around
him forever (leowlam).
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How could Jonah be in the belly of the fish for
three days and nights and at the same time in the belly
of the fish forever? The more literal and accurate
translations use the words eon (Concordant Version) or
age-abiding ( Young's Literal Translation) rather than
the word forever.
Next consider
Psalms 45:6 Thy throne, O God, [is] for ever and ever:
the sceptre of thy kingdom [is] a right sceptre.

The Hebrew word owlam literally means "beyond the
horizon." When looking off in the far distance it is
difficult to make out any details and what is beyond
that horizon cannot be seen. This concept is the olam.
The word olam is also used for time for the distant
past or the distant future as a time that is difficult
to know or perceive. This word is frequently translated
as "Eternity" meaning a continual span of time that
never ends. In the Hebrew mind it is simply what is at
or beyond the horizon, a very distant time. A common
phrase in the Hebrew is "owlam va'ed" and is usually
translated as "forever and ever," but in the Hebrew it
means "to the distant horizon and again" meaning "a
very distant time and even further and proves beyond
any doubt that the Psalmist had to add "wa'ed" to bring
in the concept of something beyond an age (possibly
forever). The more literal and accurate renderings of
this verse reads “the eon and further” (Concordant
Version), “the age and beyond” and “age-during and
forever” (Young's Literal Translation).
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<

https://www.ancient-hebrew.org/definition/eternity.htm>

All modern-day translations of the Bible are
written from a very Westernized perspective which has
erased the original Hebraic, Eastern, perspective of
the original words in the text.
<

https://www.ancient-hebrew.org/living-words/the-living-words.htm>

In the Greek text of the New Testament, the
comparable word for olam (Hebrew) is the transliterated
Greek word aiōn, which means an indefinite, long
segment or period of time that has a beginning and an
end. The adjective form is aiōnion The English
equivalent or Anglicized word for aiōn is eon and for
aiōnion it is eonian. Eon is more commonly referred to
as age.
In the Greek text, the word aiōn is used 128 times
(singular [ aiōn ] and plural [ aiōnōn ] forms), and
the word aiōnion is used 71 times, which are translated
in many English New Testaments nearly forty different
ways, including: age, ages, ago, age-lasting, age-long,
duration, earliest ages, last ages, latest ages, remote
age, remotest age, always, ancient, any more, beginning,
end, eternal, eternity, ever, for ever, and ever, for
evermore, first, very first, immortal, life, never,
nevermore, never, to the end of my days, of old,
permanently, time again, all time, old time, today,
Universe, world. Obviously, these words and phrases
present a wide range of meanings that should serve as a
warning to anyone with a questioning mind.
Consider additional confusing situations that
result from this manner of interpretations:
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Matthew 13:49 So shall it be at the end of the world:
the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from
among the just,

The 'end of the world' (AV) is actually in the Greek
'the consummation of the age'. The problem is the
fact that the word 'world' has no place in this verse,
for the Greek word here is aiōnos, not the word kosmos
(world).
How can this be resolved? The answer lies with the
Hebrew text. It is generally acknowledged that when a
verse from the Hebrew text is quoted in the Greek text,
the meaning of the Hebrew establishes the meaning of
the Greek.
Thus, it must be concluded that owlam and aiōn have
the same meaning, which means that aiōn refers to an
indefinite period of time such as an age or an eon. All
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this confusion would be cleared up if interpretative
bias was removed and the word aiōn uniformly translated
using the words age or eon. Some of the more literal
translations attempt to do this. such as the Concordant
Version, which uses the word 'eon'.
1) 'Thus, shall it be in the conclusion of the eon.'
- (Matthew 13:49 Concordant Version)
2) 'For all the generations of the eon of the
eons.' - (Ephesians 3:21 Concordant Version)
3) 'Thy throne, O God, is for the eon of the eon.'
- (Hebrews 1:8 Concordant Version)
Note that the Concordant rendering of these verses
has no contradiction, even if one has no understanding
of the word eon. The eon in the first verse
has a conclusion, but there is no direct reference to
an end of the eon of the eons in the second verse. We
need to see that the focus of these verses is on a
period of time, an eon and not on the world. The world
must either end or go on endlessly, but eons have a
beginning and an end. In considering verses dealing
with eons, we need to understand which eon is in view,
and when we do, there is no contradiction of Scripture.
The above translations might create some additional
questions, such as what does the eon of the eons mean?
However we are presented with world, eternal, forever,
etc. mixed together All one needs to come to a proper
conclusion is to understand the meaning of eon as an
indefinite period of time with a beginning and an end,
and what this means in the context of the expressions
that contain the world to come to a proper conclusion.
Another way to state this is that one needs to know
what eon is in view to understand the meaning of these
expressions. For example, Paul refers to this eon (age)
and the one to come
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Ephesians 1:21 Far above all principality, and power,
and might, and dominion, and every name that is named,
not only in this world, but also in that which is to
come:

'not only in this world, but also in that which is to
come:'(AV) → 'not only in this age, but also in that
which is to come:'(Greek)
Here Paul refers to this eon (age) - 'but also in
the [one] to coming.',
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Ephesians 2:7 That in the ages to come he might shew
the exceeding riches of his grace in [his] kindness
toward us through Christ Jesus.

'He might show in the ages (eons)'

Ephesians 3:9 And to make all [men] see what [is] the
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fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of
the world hath been hid in God, who created all things
by Jesus Christ:

The Interlinear Greek/English: "from the ages"
The King James Bible: "from the beginning of the world"
and to the eons (ages) in which the
mystery of
Christ has been hidden, which refers to previous eons.
<http://www.kingdomandglory.com/tuc/tuc297.html>

The 'Concordant' Version is a literal, direct,
word-for-word translation from the Greek to English.
Concordant

King James Version
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Mt. 18: 8
19:16
:29
25:46
:46
Mk. 3:29
Lu. 18:18
:30
Jn. 4:36
5:24
:39
6:27
Ro. 16:25
:26
2Th. 1: 9
2Ti 1: 9
Hb. 5: 9
6: 2
9:12
Rv. 14: 6

eonian fire
eonian fire
eonian life
eonian chastening
eonian life
eonian sin
eonian life
eonian life
eonian life
eonian life
eonian life
eonian life
in times eonian
eonian God
eonian extermination
before eonian times
eonian salvation
eonian judgment
eonian redemption
eonian evangel

everlasting fire
eternal life
everlasting life
everlasting punishment
life eternal
eternal damnation
eternal life
life everlasting
life eternal
everlasting life
eternal life
everlasting life
since the world began
everlasting God
everlasting destruction
before the world began
eternal salvation
eternal judgment
eternal redemption
everlasting gospel

Matthew 18:8 for
example:

Matthew 18:8 Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend
thee, cut them off, and cast [them] from thee: it is better
for thee to enter into life halt or maimed, rather than
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having two hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting
fire.

Matthew 18:8 Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend
thee, cut them off, and cast [them] from thee: it is
better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed,
rather than having two hands or two feet to be cast
into everlasting fire.

aionion

eonian fire - A fire that has an end
(age-long).

This can be seen in a more accurate translation: Review:
Matthew 18:8 Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend thee,
cut them off, and cast [them] from thee: it is better for
thee to enter into life halt or maimed, rather than having
two hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting fire.
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When more loosely-translated, readability-focused Bible
versions translate aionion with English words referring to
eternity or endlessness, they are adding a meaning to the
words that is simply not found in the original languages.
One of the reasons they do this is there is no adjective
form of “eon” (“eonian”) in English, so the translators just
use an English word such as “eternal” or “forever” that
sounds “normal” in English.
The reason the translation of the Greek word “eon” is so
important is that the ramifications are massive particularly
in a couple of spots in the New Testament. It really all
comes down to this: “Those who believe in eternal torment
must prove that the Greek phrases “eonian
chastisement/punishment” and “into the eons of the eons”
must be translated as “eternal chastisement/punishment” and
“forever and ever”. If they cannot prove this, the doctrine
of “eternal” punishment falls apart (has no solid Biblical
basis). None of us would dare preach the idea that God will
punish or torture billions of His precious humans without
end, unless we were absolutely certain that the terms
“eonian chastisement/punishment” and “into the eons of the
eons” absolutely must be translated as referring to
eternity. If there is no solid proof that these terms must
be translated as referring to eternity, then it would be a
terrible crime to foist such a terrifying doctrine as
“eternal” punishment upon those to whom we preach. it’s
incomprehensible why God would bring billions of people into
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existence knowing beforehand that for many their fate would
be eternal torture.
Adapted from “Hell is a mistranslation’ by John Lilley
An additional example:
Galatians 1:4 Who gave himself for our sins, that he
might deliver us from this present evil world,
according to the will of God and our Father:

Galatians 1:4 reads of 'out of the presently evil
age” instead of 'out of this present evil world".
The word aiɒn, also spelled eon (in American
English), originally meant "life", "vital force" or
"being", "generation" or "a period of time", though it
tends to be translated as "age" in the sense of "ages".
◄ 165. aión ►
Strong's Concordance
aión: a space of time, an age
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Original Word: αἰών, ῶνος, ὁ
Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine
Transliteration: aión
Phonetic Spelling: (ahee-ohn')
Definition: a space of time, an age
Usage: an age, a cycle (of time), especially of the
present age as contrasted with the future age, and of
one of a series of ages stretching to infinity (in a
Diety context.)
Again, there is information in the Bible that
speaks of what we understand as "eternal" life, but
that word ‘eternal’ is not used. What the Bible
says is that the saved, when resurrected or living
at the end of the eons will never die,because death
will be destroyed.
1Corinthians 15:26 The last enemy [that] shall be
destroyed [is] death.
Verse 15:26 takes place at the Great White Throne
Judgment where Satan, who has the power of death
(Hebrews 2:14), is cast into the Lake of Fire
(Revelation 20:10).
1Corinthians 15:27 For he hath put all things under
his feet. But when he saith all things are put under
[him, it is] manifest that he is excepted, which did
put all things under him.
At the Great White Throne Judgment, God judges Man
by Jesus Christ (Romans 2:16; Acts 17:31; John 5:22).
That is when “all things” are put “under His (Jesus’)
feet”.
1Corinthians 15:28 And when all things shall be
subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be
subject unto him that put all things under him, that
God may be all in all.
This would take place after the White Throne
Judgment and before the New Heavens and New Earth of
Revelation 21:1. This is verified by the fact that
Jesus as the Lamb of God is only mentioned three times
apart from God the Father in Revelation 21:1–22:5 (the
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description of the New Heavens, New Earth, and New
Jerusalem). In each of these references, the verses
speak of something belonging to Christ.
But it's extremely important to know why the Bible
doesn't use the word Eternity and instead uses the word
aion (eon), meaning age-long, and therefore practically
eternal (except when used in a Deity context), a
specific period of time.
To repeat, the process of God revealing Himself to
His creatures is the PURPOSE of the eons (see Eph 3:11
above). If 'forever' were needed for God to make
Himself known, then we would never obtain such
knowledge. God never speaks to us in terms of infinity,
for we cannot understand it. He has provided a DEFINITE
period of time for His self-revelation, called the
eonian times.
The mistranslation of the word aion (eon) as
everlasting, eternal, forever, and even "world", in the
King James Version and nearly ALL translations of the
Bible, leads to confusion and even sometimes to false
doctrine. Some of the Bible translations have corrected
some of the confusion by correctly translating the word
"eon" as "age" which is much more accurate. But they
don't do it in every instance.
The following information shows the many different
ways the word "eon" is translated, as well as allowing
the Bible to interpret its own words.
The Bible reveals that the word "eon" clearly means
a period of time, because the eons have a "conclusion!"
Eternity has NO conclusion! So the word "Eon" CANNOT
mean eternity.

Present Eon
Galatians 1:4 Who gave himself for our sins, that he
might deliver us from this present evil world,
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according to the will of God and our Father:
Galatians 1:5 To whom [be] glory for ever and ever.
Amen.

Note: 'for ever and ever' is actually 'the ages of the
ages' in the original Greek. The Greek words 'anionas
ton anions'; the literally definition 'age of the
ages'. But the New Testament translators felt aionon
meant "eternal" or "everlasting".
"If the Greek words 'eis tous aionas ton aionon' means
endless time, as translated in the KJV, 'forever and
ever,' we have a contradiction in Scripture."
- Dr. William Barclay
"Eternal is the mistranslation of the Hebrew: olam
and its New Testament equivalent: aion and aionios. The
other words so translated are the Hebrew: qedem which
means ‘what is before in time or place’, and the Greek:
aidios ‘perpetual’ (Rom. 1:20). Everlasting is the
translation of the Hebrew: ad ‘continuity or duration’
(Isa. 9:6; Hab. 3:6), olam, age, or time, the end of
which is secret, qedem (Hab. 1:12), and the Greek:
aidios (Jude 6), and aionios (John 3:16) everlasting.
For ever, is either the translation of the Hebrew: le
or ad olam ‘unto the age’ (Gen. 3:22), ad duration (Job
19:24), la netsach to pre-eminence (Psa. 77:8),
tsemithuth, extinction (Lev. 25:23,30), le-orek yamim
for length of days (Psa. 23:6), or the Greek words: eis
aiona to the age (Heb. 5:6), eis hemeran aionos to the
day of the age (2 Pet.3:18), eis to dienekes
continuously (Heb. 10:12,14) and aionios (Phile. 15).
The duplication ‘for ever and ever’ is but the
duplication of some of the terms recorded above. lenetsach netsachim, to perpetuity (Isa. 34:10), le-olam1412

va-ed, to the age and beyond (Exod. 15:18), min ha olam
ad ha olam, from the age to the age (Neh. 9:5), and eis
aionas aionon, to ages of ages (Rev. 14:11), eis ton
aiona tou aionos, to the age of the age (Heb. 1:8), eis
tous aionas ton aionon, to the ages of the ages (2 Tim.
4:18).
2Timothy 4:18 And the Lord shall deliver me from every
evil work, and will preserve [me] unto his heavenly
kingdom: to whom [be] glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Here are some examples of the Biblical
contradictions produced by the mistranslation of the
word "aion" (Hebrew owlam).
1. The word "everlasting" is applied to things in some
Bible passages that the Bible states, in other passages,
is clearly NOT "everlasting".

Genesis 49:26 The blessings of thy father have
prevailed above the blessings of my progenitors unto
the utmost bound of the everlasting hills: they shall
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be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head
of him that was separate from his brethren.

Strong's Concordance #5797
olam: long duration, antiquity, futurity
Original Word: עוֹלם
Part of Speech: Noun Masculine
Transliteration: olam
Phonetic Spelling: (o-lawm')
Definition: long duration, antiquity, futurity
Yet the Bible states that the hills are NOT
"everlasting."
Amos 9:13 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that
the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the reader
of grapes him that soweth seed; and the mountains shall
drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt.
Isaiah 54:10 For the mountains shall depart, and the
hills be removed; but my kindness shall not depart from
thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed,
saith the LORD that hath mercy on thee.
2. Contradictory expressions as "the end of the world"
1414

and "world without end."
Matthew 24:3 And as he
the disciples came unto
when shall these things
sign of thy coming, and

sat upon the mount of Olives,
him privately, saying, Tell us,
be? and what [shall be] the
of the end of the world?

"end of the world" → The accurate translation is:
"consummation of the age (eon)."
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Ephesians 3:21 Unto him [be] glory in the church by
Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end.
Amen.

"world without end" → The Greek translation is: "to
all the generations of the age of the ages" (eon of the
eons)." The word ‘kosmos’ (world) is not even present
in this verse/.
We must remember that at some point in a future God
will be "all in all".
1Corinthians 15:28 And when all things shall be
subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be
subject unto him that put all things under him, that
God may be all in all.
In every case in which the noun aión (age or eon)
appears in the New Testament, it can be understood as
referring to long, uninterrupted periods of time in
redemptive history that span many generations on Earth.
The Hebrew equivalent is:
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Strong's Concordance #5797
olam: long duration, antiquity, futurity
Original Word: עוֹלם
Part of Speech: Noun Masculine
Transliteration: olam
Phonetic Spelling: (o-lawm')
Definition: long duration, antiquity, futurity
In modern English an aeon [or "eon" in the USA] is
an immeasurably long period of time, and is, according
to the 2012 Digital Edition of the Collins English
Dictionary, "the longest division of geological time,
comprising two or more eras".
Important points to note:
1) A single Eon is a period of time, NOT Eternity.
2) There will be a total of Five True biblical Eons in
the history ofthis world. We will cover this
extensively.
3) We are living in the third eon of Earth's history
4) The Millennial eon (the fourth eon) will begin at
the Second Coming of Jesus.
5) After the Millennial eon, there will be a fifth and
final eon during which time the wicked will be
resurrected, the Great White Throne Judgment will take
place, and the wicked will reap what they have sown.
Their "Judgment" will have a PURPOSE.
Psalms 94:15 But judgment shall return unto
righteousness: and all the upright in heart shall
follow it.
" i.e., they will agree with the judgment that is meted
out when it shows up; and it will show up literally
(Matt. 25:30–42). The judgment returns when the JUDGE
returns (James 5:9); ... The first coming was for
RIGHTEOUSNESS (John 12:47); the second one is for
JUDGMENT (John 12:48)."
- THE BOOK OF PSALMS Vol. II Dr. Peter S. Ruckman
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6) When death is abolished and God is "ALL in ALL" (1
Cor 15:28) - only THEN will Eternity begin.
1Corinthians 15:28 And when all things shall be
subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be
subject unto him that put all things under him, that
God may be all in all.
<https://www.goodnewsaboutgod.com/studies/forever2.htm

Main
Employing our knowledge of the words 'Forever,
"Eternal', "Everlasting' together with our view of Time
as composed of ages, we are now in a position to
expand on our premise that God does not torture sinners
for all Eternity.
The Bible explicitly teaches that the unsaved
sinner, upon death, will be completely destroyed,
“burned up”, burned to until they are dead, for death
is the wages of sin.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

God does not ever lie :
Numbers 23:19 God [is] not a man, that he should lie;
neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he
said, and shall he not do [it]? or hath he spoken, and
shall he not make it good?
Clearly, eternal suffering for the unrepentant
sinner, upon death, would make God a liar. However, he
does not ever lie.
" Romans 6:23 can be a reference to eternal death in the
case of a lost man."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Romans Commentary (The
Bible Believers Commentary Series)
Consider Hebrews 6:4-8 regarding 'burned'
Hebrews 6:4 For [it is] impossible for those who were
once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift,
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and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost,
Hebrews 6:5 And have tasted the good word of God, and
the powers of the world to come,
Hebrews 6:6 If they shall fall away, to renew them
again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to
themselves the Son of God afresh, and put [him] to an
open shame.
Hebrews 6:7 For the earth which drinketh in the rain
that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet
for them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from
God:
Hebrews 6:8 But that which beareth thorns and briers
[is] rejected, and [is] nigh unto cursing; whose end
[is] to be burned.
Hebrews 6:4-8 talks about people who have “been enlightened” (have
come to know God) but then turn away from Him. The key phrase is in
verse 6. In the Concordant Version it says
4 For it is impossible for those once enlightened, besides tasting the celestial
gratuityand becoming partakers of holy spirit,
5
and tasting the ideal declaration of God, besides the powerful deeds of the
impending eon,
6
and falling aside, to be renewing them again to repentance while crucifying
for themselves the Son of God again and holding Him up to infamy."
7
For land which is drinking the shower coming often on it, and bringing forth
herbage fit for those because of whom it is being farmed also, is partaking of
blessing from God;"
8
yet, bringing forth thorns and star thistles, it is disqualified and near a curse,
whose consummation is burning.
The worthless “land” in verse 8 produces nothing
but thorns and thistles and, as such, is a figurative
reference to worthless counterfeit Christians who
profess to know Christ but bear no fruit (see verses 46 for verification). By contrast, the land that
produces a useful crop in verse 7 refers to fruitbearing, faithful Christians. The productive “land”
will receive the blessings of God, but notice what
happens to the worthless land that produces thorns and
thistles: “In the end it will be burned.”
"So, we see that while a person is rebelling against
God, they are crucifying Christ again in a sense, and
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are giving Him a bad name, and while they’re doing that
it’s impossible to bring them to repentance for the
simple reason that they’re in a state of rebellion
against God. Many of us know people like this, who have
had an encounter with God, who previously gave their
lives to the Lord, but then something happened (maybe
they got hurt by church people, or just got tempted by
the shiny apple of a sinful lifestyle), and they turned
away from God. Such a person knows better, but they are
rebelling anyway. Try convincing a person to repent of
their sin while they are in this state of knowing, open
rebellion – it doesn’t work. While they are in this
state they are not in listening mode. The very fact
that they know better, but still refuse to repent,
means that just talking to them is not going to produce
results. They already know the truth. Telling them what
they already know is not going to produce repentance.
In order for them to repent they would first have to
get out of open rebellion mode, stop crucifying Christ
again for themselves, and stop holding Him up to infamy.
If you look at the context of this passage, we see
that the passage opens (starting around chapter 5 verse
11) by talking about Christians maturing and moving on
from the basics to a deeper understanding of the things
of God. Then, immediately before this section about
people who knowingly rebel against God after coming to
know Him, it says (vs. 3),"
Hebrews 6:3 And this will we do (move on from the
basics), if God permit.
Hebrews 6:4 For [it is] impossible for those who were
once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift,
and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost,
The word “For” tells us that in Paul’s mind (Paul
is the probable author of Hebrews), what he says about
knowingly rebellious former Christians is connected to
what he says about moving from basics to the deeper
things of God. This whole passage is all one big
thought in Paul’s mind, about his goal to successfully
move Christians from the basics to deeper things
without them getting stuck in one of two ruts – open
1420

knowing rebellion, or remaining immature. In other
words Paul is saying, “You can’t take someone deeper if
they learn the basics, but rebel against God”, which
goes along with what he said a few sentences earlier in
5:11-14 (our paraphrase), “It’s hard to take some
Christians deeper because many of them don’t have the
basics down yet even though you should have them down
pat by now; you’re stuck in a cycle.” Both of these
ruts are dangerous.
When we put Paul’s statements about rebellious
former Christians into context, we see that Paul’s
overall point is about the importance and the
difficulty of graduating from the “basics” phase into
the “deeper” phase without rebelling or getting stuck
in immaturity. Paul then warns both groups of people
(those stuck in either rut, rebellion or immaturity),
that God expects us to do something with what we’ve
learned, to grow and produce good fruit as a result of
what we learn, and if we don’t, there are severe
consequences (vs. 7-8). Paul’s point with this whole
passage is that immature people need to come out of
immaturity before they can produce the good fruit one
would naturally expect from all they’ve been taught
(5:11-6:3, 7), and openly rebellious people need to
come out of open rebellion in order to produce the good
fruit one would naturally expect from all they’ve been
taught (6:4-7). It is impossible for both groups to
produce the fruit God expects “while” they are in their
current state. So this passage does not say that it is
impossible for an openly rebellious former Christian to
repent (ever), it just says that it’s impossible to
bring such a person to repentance “while” they’re in
open rebellion.
Hebrews 6:5 And have tasted the good word of God, and
the powers of the world to come,
Hebrews 6:6 If they shall fall away, to renew them
again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to
themselves the Son of God afresh, and put [him] to an
open shame.
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But now let’s look at the way a typical Bible
version translates Hebrews 6:6:
NASB ' and [then] have fallen away, it is impossible
to renew them again to repentance, since they again
crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to
open shame.'
(Concordant Version) - 6:6 and falling aside, to be
renewing them again to repentance while crucifying for
themselves the Son of God again and holding Him up to
infamy and falling aside, to be renewing them again to
repentance while crucifying for themselves the Son of
God again and holding Him up to infamy.
The word “since” used by the NASB gives a
completely different meaning to the statement than the
word “while” used by The Concordant Version. The word
“since” makes it sound like it’s impossible – ever –
for a such a person to repent. Thankfully, the NASB, to
its credit, puts a note next to the word “since”, and
in the liner note it says “or while”. The NASB at
least alerts us to this alternate translation.
Why did the translators of the NASB choose “since”
rather than “while”? Because the meaning of the verse
when it contains the word “since” matches up with their
preconceived belief in eternal punishment. But as soon
as you translate it “while” instead, the verse ceases
to be a proof text for eternal punishment. This is just
another classic example of how Bible translators often
make vitally important choices based on their
preconceived beliefs. This is why it is so important to
strictly obey The Rule of Grammar and make sure we
properly understand all the pertinent translation
issues before trying to interpret. Unfortunately, most
English Bibles you’ll find do not even provide an
additional note like the NASB does. Reading it in those
versions, this verse looks like a proof text for
eternal punishment, when in reality it is nothing of
the sort when a vital translation issue is taken into
account.
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It’s bad enough that most English Bible versions do
not even provide a note to clarify the translation
issue like the NASB does. But to make matters worse,
people then continue reading to verses 7 and 8, which
contrast ground that produces fruit with ground that
produces thorns and ends up being burned,
Hebrews 6:7 For the earth which drinketh in the rain
that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet
for them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from
God:
Hebrews 6:8 But that which beareth thorns and briers
[is] rejected, and [is] nigh unto cursing; whose end
[is] to be burned.
"The pagan afterlife mindset kicks in and people
think, “Hell” as soon as they see the word “burned”.
But the passage says nothing about hell or conscious
death. It simply talks about being burned. Taking the
rule of the Testimony of Scripture and this is
obviously talking about people’s corpses being
destroyed in the physical Gehenna fire in Jerusalem at
the beginning of the Millennium, and/or the physical
lake of fire after the white throne judgment (after the
Millennium). If a person who knows God falls away and
enters a state of rebellion and dies in that state of
rebellion, they will be resurrected into a mortal body
after the Millennium to be judged at the White Throne
Judgment, and they will then be given capital
punishment and their corpse will be destroyed in the
physical lake of fire. Or if such a person happens to
live through the end of this current age into the
beginning of the Millennium (they will obviously miss
the Rapture), they will be sentenced to capital
punishment and their corpse will be destroyed in the
physical fire in Gehenna in Jerusalem. Then, after the
Millennium, they will be resurrected into a mortal body
to be judged at the White Throne Judgment of Christ in
Jerusalem, and will be given capital punishment (again,
this will obviously be their “second death”) and their
corpse will be destroyed in the physical lake of fire.
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Probably in the same location as the fire in Gehenna in
Jerusalem at the beginning of the Millennium.
If you have the mindset of a Godly person in Bible
days and assume death is unconscious and these fires
will be physical fires that destroy corpses. It is easy
to see how people with an afterlife mindset read the
idea of hell and eternal punishment into this passage
(especially when most English Bibles give the reader no
clue as to the vital translation issue), but it is just
as easy to see that when the key translation issue is
taken into account, this passage has nothing to do with
conscious death, hell, or eternal punishment. So the
judge for us is the rest of the testimony of Scripture,
which clearly tells us death is unconscious.
Some people might get hung up on the phrase in
verse 8, “yet, bringing forth thorns and star thistles,
it is disqualified and near a curse, whose consummation
is burning.” (Concordant Version). First let’s talk
about the fact that some versions (including the NASB)
use the word “worthless” instead of “disqualified”. The
reason some Bible translators use the less accurate
word “worthless” here is because it matches up with
their mindset. In the “pagan afterlife” version of
Christianity, people who don’t believe the right thing
become worthless the moment they die. It is amazing how
"afterlife” Christianity treats people as infinitely
valuable, until the moment they die without believing
the right thing. (Even if they never heard the right
thing. Even if they never heard the gospel.) As soon as
a person dies without believing the right thing (even
if they never heard it.), “afterlife” Christianity
instantly changes their evaluation of that person’s
worth from being infinitely valuable to being utterly
worthless. How can a split second – the moment a person
passes from life to death – make such a big change in a
human being’s value? How can they be infinitely
valuable one moment, and utterly worthless the next?
How can a precious human being go in one split second
from having infinite value to having no value except as
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kindling for God’s inner need to torture him/her by
fire?
Continuing with the examples of literal everlasting
destruction that Jesus used in his parables, let’s look
at The Parable of the Ten Pounds:
Luke 19:11 And as they heard these things, he added
and spake a parable, because he was nigh to Jerusalem,
and because they thought that the kingdom of God should
immediately appear.
Luke 19:12 He said therefore, A certain nobleman went
into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom,
and to return.
Luke 19:13 And he called his ten servants, and
delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy
till I come.
Luke 19:14 But his citizens hated him, and sent a
message after him, saying, We will not have this [man]
to reign over us.
The symbolism is obvious: the “nobleman” refers to
Jesus, the Son of God; the “far country” where the man
of noble birth goes to have himself appointed as king
and then return is the world; the place he would return
to is heaven; the subjects who hated this newly
appointed king and rejected his kingship is referring
to people in this world who love sin, hate the Messiah
and reject his Lordship.
Now let’s skip down to verse 27 and observe what
the king in the parable — symbolically referring to
Jesus — said should be done to these subjects who hated
him and rejected his kingship:
Luke 19:27 But those mine enemies, which would not
that I should reign over them, bring hither, and slay
[them] before me.
The king having the subjects who hated and rejected
him brought before him is an obvious reference to The
White Throne Judgment (Revelation 20:11-15) and
possibly The Pre-Millennial Judgment of Christ as
well (Matthew 25:31-46),* both cases in which those who
reject Jesus as Lord will be thrown into the lake of
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fire to suffer the second death. Notice what the king
in the parable ordered should be done with these
subjects who rejected him — they were to be brought
before him and slain (killed) in front of him.
If the destiny of people who reject Christ is
eternal existence being tormented in the lake of fire,
then Jesus would’ve certainly reflected it in this
parable because the secondary purpose of this story is
to reveal the eternal fate of those who reject the
Lordship of Christ. Surely Jesus, the Son of God,
could’ve easily come up with a clear way to reflect the
doctrine of eternal torture in this parable (as well as
in his other parables). He could’ve said something like:
“But those enemies of mine who did not want me to be
king over them — bring them here and torture them in
front of me, but be sure not to kill them, just torment
them day and night, week after week, month after month,
year after year, decade after decade. And all the while
I’ll just kick back and pay no mind to it.” Yes, we
realize how ridiculous this sounds, but we want
to illustrate how absurd and unbiblical this doctrine
is.
If a king or ruler were to do this in the real
world, no one in their right mind would hesitate to
declare him (or her) unjust, wicked and perverse, no
matter how evil the subjects might be. By contrast,
there’s nothing wrong with a king or ruler justly, but
mercifully, executing such wicked rebels.
In summary, the point is that Jesus taught this
parable in part to back-up and reveal the scriptural
truth of what will happen to those who reject him as
Lord. According to Jesus in this parable, they will be
brought before the King of Kings and killed in front of
him. This will be accomplished by simply casting them
into the lake of fire where raging fire will consume
them (Hebrews 10:26-27). Could Jesus be any clearer?
His words coincide with the numerous passages we’ve
already looked at."
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God's fire always consumes (kills) His enemies,
not preserving them in torment.
Hebrews 10:26 For if we sin wilfully after that we
have received the knowledge of the truth, there
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,
Hebrews 10:27 But a certain fearful looking for of
judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the
adversaries.

◄ 2068. esthió ►
Strong's Concordance
esthió: to eat
Original Word: ἐσθίω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: esthió
Phonetic Spelling: (es-thee'-o)
Definition: to eat
Usage: I eat, partake of food; met: I devour, consume (e.g. as rust does).
Thayer's Greek Lexicon
STRONGS NT 2068: ἐσθίω
to devour, consume: τινα, Hebrews 10:27; τί, Revelation 17:16; of rust, James 5:3.

God's fire always consumes His enemies, not preserving them in
torment-2.
According to Hebrews 10:26-27, notice clearly that,
on Judgment Day, raging fire will utterly devour the
enemies of God, not sadistically torture them without
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end, "fiery indignation, which shall devour the
adversaries " The Greek word translated as 'consume'
here literally means 'to eat' (Strong 33) and is
translated as 'devour' in the King James Version. We
can soundly conclude that raging fire will
literally devour the enemies of God when they are cast
into the lake of fire consuming them wholly.
Jesus also likened the lake of fire to a “fiery
furnace” in Matthew 13:42 and 50. Like Gehenna, “fiery
furnace” is an excellent example of the lake of fire
because it clearly indicates nothing other than
complete incineration — total destruction of self (soul)
and body, as Jesus earlier declared in Matthew 10:28.
The Messiah most likely got this apt figure from the
Old Testament Scriptures since he studied and preached
from them. In the Old Testament “furnace” or “fiery
furnace” is used in reference to incineration or
refinement,
Psalms 12:6 The words of the LORD [are] pure words:
[as] silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven
times.
but never to undying conscious torment. For instance,
after the utter obliteration of Sodom and Gomorrah,
which is a biblical example of the second death (2
Peter 2:6), Genesis 19:28 says that there was only
dense smoke rising from the land, like smoke from a
furnace.
Genesis 19:28 And he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah,
and toward all the land of the plain, and beheld, and,
lo, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a
furnace.
Psalms 21:9 Thou shalt make them as a fiery oven in
the time of thine anger: the LORD shall swallow them up
in his wrath, and the fire shall devour them.
"Verse 21:9 matches Malachi 4:1–4 and 2
Thessalonians 2:8. John the Baptist makes reference to
it in Matthew 3:10, 12. The words of Psalm 21 are
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literally true of one man, and one man only. Look at
them:
1. He has eternal life (vs. 4).
2. His glory is great (vs. 5).
3. He has honour and majesty (vs. 5)
4. He is blessed forever (vs. 6)
5. God will destroy ALL of His enemies (vss. 8–10)."
- The Book of Psalms Vol.1 Peter S. Ruckman
There’s no mistaking here that “fiery furnace”
refers to being utterly consumed by raging fire as
God’s enemies are shown to be swallowed up and consumed
by his fire, not existing in a perpetual state of
conscious roasting.
In Daniel 3 the fiery furnace was so hot that it
killed Nebuchadnezzar’s soldiers who simply went near
it as they threw the three Hebrews into it (Daniel
3:22-23). The only reason Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego survived the fiery furnace was because of
God’s supernatural protection (verse 27).
Daniel 3:27 And the princes, governors, and captains,
and the king's counsellors, being gathered together,
saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power,
nor was an hair of their head singed, neither were
their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had passed
on them.
We can confidently conclude that, if God does not
miraculously intervene, as he did with Daniel’s three
friends who were not harmed by the blazing furnace
(Daniel 3:13-27), the ungodly who will be thrown into
the fiery furnace of Gehenna will suffer the precise
fate that the enemies of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
hoped for them: death by incineration. As you can see,
“furnace” in the Old Testament consistently signifies
complete incineration, destruction and death, but never
perpetual conscious torment.
Consuming Fire Will Consume the Enemies of God - 3
This is another proof text
(Review):
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Hebrews 10:26 For if we sin wilfully after that we
have received the knowledge of the truth, there
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,
Hebrews 10:27 But a certain fearful looking for of
judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the
adversaries.

◄ 2068. esthió ►
Strong's Concordance
esthió: to eat
Original Word: ἐσθίω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: esthió
Phonetic Spelling: (es-thee'-o)
Definition: to eat
Usage: I eat, partake of food; met: I devour, consume (e.g. as rust does).

Notice clearly that raging fire will utterly
consume God’s enemies on Judgment Day, not sadistically
torture them without end. The Greek word esthiein is
translated as “devour” in the King James Version. We
can soundly conclude that raging fire will literally
devour God’s enemies when they’re cast into the lake of
fire—consuming them wholly.
This brings to mind James 5:1-5,
James 5:1 Go to now, [ye] rich men, weep and howl for
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your miseries that shall come upon [you].
James 5:2 Your riches are corrupted, and your garments
are motheaten.
James 5:3 Your gold and silver is cankered; and the
rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall
eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure
together for the last days.
James 5:4 Behold, the hire of the labourers who have
reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back by
fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped
are entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth.
James 5:5 Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and
been wanton; ye have nourished your hearts, as in a day
of slaughter.
which issues a warning to rich oppressors. Verse 3
states: “Your gold and silver is cankered. and the rust
of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat
your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure
together for the last days.” The word 'witness'
indicates that James is referring to a time of judgment;
this is made clearer in verse 5. The day of slaughter”
is, of course, a reference to “the day of judgment and
destruction of ungodly men” (2 Peter 3:7). Notice that
the Day of Judgment is referred to as “the day of
slaughter” and not “the day of the beginning of
everlasting conscious torment”. That’s because the Day
of Judgment is a day of slaughter where the sins of
God’s enemies will testify against them and eat their
flesh like fire — raging fire that will utterly consume
them just as Paul taught in Hebrews 10:27 above.
Jeremiah 7:30-33 speaks of this place called
the Valley of Hinnom (Gehenna) not as a place of
eternal torment.
In speaking of this place, Jeremiah said (actually
God is speaking in this section of Scripture) that it
will be called the "Valley of Slaughter," not the
"Valley of everlasting torment" as modern mainstream
Christianity suggests.
Jeremiah 7:30 For the children of Judah have done evil
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in my sight, saith the LORD: they have set their
abominations in the house which is called by my name,
to pollute it.
Jeremiah 7:31 And they have built the high places of
Tophet, which [is] in the valley of the son of Hinnom,
to burn their sons and their daughters in the fire;
which I commanded [them] not, neither came it into my
heart.
Jeremiah 7:32 Therefore, behold, the days come, saith
the LORD, that it shall no more be called Tophet, nor
the valley of the son of Hinnom, but the valley of
slaughter: for they shall bury in Tophet, till there be
no place.
Jeremiah 7:33 And the carcases of this people shall be
meat for the fowls of the heaven, and for the beasts of
the earth; and none shall fray [them] away.
It is fitting, incidentally, that James refers to
the Day of Judgment as the day of slaughter since
Gehenna, the biblical lake of fire and often translated
as “hell” was otherwise known as “the Valley of
Slaughter
Jeremiah 19:6 Therefore, behold, the days come, saith
the LORD, that this place shall no more be called
Tophet, nor The valley of the son of Hinnom, but The
valley of slaughter.
As can be plainly seen, the fact that the LORD is
going to destroy his human enemies by consuming fire at
the second death perfectly coincides with how God has
dealt with his human enemies throughout history. This
is testimony to the unchanging, consistent character of
God (see Psalm 102:26-27, James 1:17 and Hebrews 13:8).
Wouldn’t it be strange and totally inconsistent with
God’s just, merciful character as revealed throughout
history if he sentenced his human enemies to neverending roasting torment on Judgment Day — a sadistic,
unjust, merciless sentence diametrically opposed to his
consistent, unchanging character? Of course, it would.
Is this unjust on God’s part? Not at all. Consider
Psalm 97:2-3
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Psalms 97:2 Clouds and darkness [are] round about him:
righteousness and judgment [are] the habitation of his
throne.
Psalms 97:3 A fire goeth before him, and burneth up
his enemies round about.
stating that God will judge and destroy his enemies
with consuming fire It assuredly states that
“righteousness and judgment [are] the habitation of his
throne.” We can always be absolutely confident of the
fact that God’s judgments are completely righteous and
just; and God is not quick in making a judgment; He is
compassionate and gracious, slow to anger abounding in
love”
Psalms 103:8 The LORD [is] merciful and gracious, slow
to anger, and plenteous in mercy.
He is patient… not wanting anyone to perish, but
everyone to come to repentance
2Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his
promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance.
Yet, there’s a limit to God’s patience and mercy if
a stubborn person continually chooses to resist and
rebel against him and when his patience and mercy end,
His judgment begins. Yet even God’s judgments are
balanced by his mercy and justice.
As we can plainly see, the biblical fact that God
is going to destroy his human enemies by a consuming
fire of the second death perfectly coincides with how
God has dealt with his human enemies throughout history.
This is testimony to the unchanging, consistent
character of God.
Thus, the Bible is very clear that the wicked do
not suffer 'forever and ever'. God is a good, merciful
God and will blot out, from existence those who, in the
final day of Judgment, have been shown to not want the
purity and harmony of heaven. As will be shown, in the
Bible we repeatedly see that the wicked are destroyed.
They will perish, they will be burned up until they
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will be ashes under the soles of the righteous' feet
(Malachi 4:3), they will be no more, they will cease to
exist, destroyed both body and soul (self) (Matthew
10:28). They will be cast into the lake of fire and
will be burned to death, the second death (Revelation
21:8), after they had been resurrected to physical life
for judgment.
Hebrews 9:27 And as it is appointed unto men once to
die, but after this the judgment:
They will be burned to ash on that day (ashes
don't burn, either alive or forever). "It shall leave
them neither root nor branch". To destroy does not
involve eternal torture. The Bible explicitly teaches
that the unsaved dead will be completely “burned up”
and burned to ashes in the Lake of Fire, which is the
second death. Again, they will burn until body and soul
(self) are destroyed (Matthew 10:28), until neither
root nor branch is left: (Malachi 4:1).
The lake of
fire is not a place of endless torment, but rather a
place of final destruction. As seen in Revelation 21:8
the lake is called "the second death." The wicked are
to be destroyed, not kept alive and tortured unendingly.
No part of Man is inherently immortal.
The Bible teaches that the unrighteous will be
burned up like chaff thrown into fire:
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Matthew 3:12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he
will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat
into the barn and burning up (katakaio) the chaff with
unquenchable fire.

Strong's #2618: katakaio (pronounced kat-ak-ah'-ee-o)
from 2596 and 2545; to burn down (to the ground), i.e.
consume wholly:--burn (up, utterly)).
Thayer's Greek Lexicon:
katakaiō
1) to burn up, consume by fire
Part of Speech: verb
Relation: from G2596 and G2545
Smith’s Bible Dictionary - Chaff: the husk of corn or
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wheat which was separated from the grain by being
thrown into the air, the wind blowing away the chaff,
while the grain was saved.
In Bible times, grain was threshed, or trampled,
crushed, and beaten, on outdoor threshing floors to
separate out the inedible parts of the grain, called
chaff. Separating the worthless chaff from the valuable
grain was a ready symbol for separating good from evil
or showing the difference between God’s treatment of
the godly versus the wicked.
Jeremiah 23:28 The prophet that hath a dream, let him
tell a dream; and he that hath my word, let him speak
my word faithfully. What [is] the chaff to the wheat?
saith the LORD.
'chaff' - He's saying dreams are chaff, the Word of God
is the wheat - that's the stuff that will give you
nourishment, the stuff that will sustain you, the lifegiving stuff. The chaff isn't life-giving.
Psalms 1:1 Blessed [is] the man that walketh not in
the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.
Psalms 1:2 But his delight [is] in the law of the LORD;
and in his law doth he meditate day and night.
Psalms 1:3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the
rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his
season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever
he doeth shall prosper.
Psalms 1:4 The ungodly [are] not so: but [are] like
the chaff which the wind driveth away.
- The people of God are blessed and firmly
established, but not so the wicked. They are like chaff
that the wind blows away” (Psalms 1:4).
Also, regarding the wicked being chaff. They will
bedevoured by fire:
Isaiah 33:11 Ye shall conceive chaff, ye shall bring
forth stubble: your breath, [as] fire, shall devour you.
'devour' Jeremiah 5:10 Go ye up upon her walls, and destroy;
but make not a full end: take away her battlements; for
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they [are] not the LORD'S.
Jeremiah 5:11 For the house of Israel and the house of
Judah have dealt very treacherously against me, saith
the LORD.
Jeremiah 5:12 They have belied the LORD, and said, [It
is] not he; neither shall evil come upon us; neither
shall we see sword nor famine:
Jeremiah 5:13 And the prophets shall become wind, and
the word [is] not in them: thus shall it be done unto
them.
Jeremiah 5:14 Wherefore thus saith the LORD God of
hosts, Because ye speak this word, behold, I will make
my words in thy mouth fire, and this people wood, and
it shall devour them.
Webster's Dictionary 1828 - devour
2. To destroy; to consume with rapidity and violence.
3. To destroy; to annihilate*; to consume.
*We disagree with destroy meaning 'to annihilate'.
Throughout the Bible God’s judgment often involves
the use of fire. Fire is not used to torture living
people, but rather to completely burn them up. The
Bible explicitly states that this is what will happen
to the ungodly in the end. Jesus also used many
examples of literal everlasting destruction in his
parables to back-up his words and to illustrate that
God would destroy the ungodly in the lake of fire, not
torture them forever.
Additional Examples using Weeds, Trees, Branches and
Chaff
Jesus used figurative tales as a means to reveal
scriptural truths to the common people. In many of
these stories natural things are used symbolically in
order to explain principles of truth. For instance, the
“ground” in The Parable of the Sower (Luke 8:1-15)
represents a person’s heart and “seed” represents the
word of God. While these parables are easy-tounderstand for those with spiritual discernment they
simultaneously hide truth from arrogant fools,
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including sterile religionists, like the Pharisees.
Let’s observe a clear example of everlasting
destruction contained in The Parable of the Weeds (or
“Tares” in the KJV):
Matthew 13:24 Another parable put he forth unto them,
saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man
which sowed good seed in his field:
Matthew 13:25 But while men slept, his enemy came and
sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. Matthew
13:26 But when the blade was sprung up, andbrought
forth fruit, then appeared the tares also.
Matthew 13:27 So the servants of the householder came
and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in
thy field? from whence then hath it tares?
Matthew 13:28 He said unto them, An enemy hath done
this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that
we go and gather them up?
Matthew 13:29 But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather
up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them.
Matthew 13:30 Let both grow together until the harvest:
and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers,
Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in
bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.
In verses 37-39 Jesus explains the symbolism of
this parable: The owner of the field who sowed the good
seed is Jesus, the “field” is the world, the “+
wheat” isthe righteous, the “weeds” are ungodly
people while the“enemy” who sowed them is the devil,
the “harvest” is the end of the age, and the
“harvesters” are angels
Matthew 13:37 He answered and said unto them, He that
soweth the good seed is the Son of man;
Matthew 13:38 The field is the world; the good seed
are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the
children of the wicked [one];
Matthew 13:39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil;
the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers
are the angels.
After explaining this symbolism, Jesus says:
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Matthew 13:40 As therefore the tares are gathered and
burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this
world.

KJB: 'end of the world"
GREEK: 'end of the eon (age)"
The world doesn't end, but the age does.
Ecclesiastes 1:4 [One] generation passeth away, and
[another] generation cometh: but the earth abideth for
ever.
Christ is saying that just as weeds are burned in
the fire in his story, so it will be with ungodly
people — God’s enemies — at the end of this age on
Judgment Day.
When literal weeds are burned, they are burned up.
Was Jesus using a wrong example here or did he mean
what he said? The obvious answer is that he meant
exactly what he said. When the ungodly are thrown into
the lake of fire, they, like the weeds, will be burned
up.
The above example of weeds is backed up by
three similar examples used in the gospels. In Matthew
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7:19 Jesus likened the ungodly to trees:
Matthew 7:19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good
fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.
In John 15:6 he likened those who reject him to
branches:
John 15:6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth
as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and
cast [them] into the fire, and they are burned.
Similarly, in Luke 3:17 John the Baptist likened
evildoers to chaff:
Luke 3:17 Whose fan [is] in his hand, and he will
throughly purge his floor, and will gather the wheat
into his garner; but the chaff he will burn with fire
unquenchable.
In all these cases the “trees,” “branches” and
“chaff” represent ungodly people — God’s enemies — and
these combustible articles are to be “thrown [discarded]
into the fire and burned.” Luke 3:17 even specifies
that they will be burned up.
As with the Parable of the Weeds above, the “fire”
in all these examples is, obviously a reference to the
lake of fire. When the ungodly are thrown into the lake
of fire, they, like the trees, branches and chaff —
will be burned up. The Lord makes the issue of human
'damnation' so simple and clear that anyone can
understand it.
In John’s vision, the “second death” occurs in the
lake of fire. All of this supports the claim that in
Revelation “second death” refers to the unsaved dying a
second time in such a way that their souls (self) and
bodies are completely and permanently destroyed
(Matthew 10:28). It is called the “second” one because
it follows physical death. To repeat, in Revelation
“second death” refers to the unsaved dying a second
time in such a way that their souls in addition to
their bodies are completely and permanently destroyed
(Matthew 10:28). So if the second death involves the
complete destruction of the unsaved, eternal torment
cannot possibly be part of John’s vision. However, many
1440

believe the second death means to remain alive forever
while confined to 'hell' in a state of unending
conscious torment. The "second death" will immediately
follow The Great White Throne Judgment, when the
resurrected unsaved dead shall be cast into the Lake of
Fire to pay for their sins. The Lake of Fire is a
prison sentence, with no hope of 'parole'
(resurrection).
"We know that the apostle John’s vision is, indeed,
of an epochal (relating to an epoch) of endless
duration. We know this simply because while John, in
Revelation 21 and 22, speaks of the reign of Christ, of
saints, and of kings of the Earth, while affirming the
presence of the second death, Paul, in 1 Corinthians 15,
speaks of Christ reigning until He gives up the reign
(the kingdom); indeed, of the time when all sovereignty
and authority is nullified (which therefore includes
that of both the saints and the kings of the Earth) and
even of the time when death itself is abolished, the
glorious day when all will finally have that life of
which Christ is the Firstfruit, all unto the end that
God may be All in All (1 Cor.15:28). Just as surely as
the abolition of slavery entails freedom for those
formerly enslaved, the abolition of death entails life
for those formerly dead."
<https://www.concordant.org/expositions/the-eons/eon-indefinite-duration-part-one/>

Two assumptions must be made for eternal conscious
torment in the lake of fire to be true:
1. In John’s vision of the devil, the beast, and the
false prophet being tormented day and night for ever
and ever. The assumption being made is that 'For ever
and ever' is correctly translated and is indeed a
never-ending period of time.
2. What happens to the devil, the beast, and the false
prophet is literally what will also happen to all the
unsaved when they are thrown into the same lake of fire.
Besides the translation errors, also consider that
not all of the Bible is meant to be interpreted
literally. Here are some obvious examples of parts of
the Bible which are not literal:
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1. In Pharaoh’s dream he sees 'cannibalistic' ears of
corn eating other ears of corn. The dream does not
mean that some ears of corn literally ate other ears of
corn (Genesis 41:7).
Genesis 41:5 And he slept and dreamed the second time:
and, behold, seven ears of corn came up upon one stalk,
rank and good.
Genesis 41:6 And, behold, seven thin ears and blasted
with the east wind sprung up after them.
Genesis 41:7 And the seven thin ears devoured the
seven rank and full ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and,
behold, [it was] a dream.
Ears of corn don't literally eat other ears of corn.
It actually means this:
"In Genesis 41:7 the seven thin ears devour the seven
full ears. The full ears, which represent the 7 years
of 26AD-33AD (from Jesus’ introduction by John the
Baptist through His 3.5-year ministry) are ‘devoured’
by the thin ears (the 7 evil years which take place
after the 7 full ears – the Tribulation years. God
‘cancelled’ the 7 evil years (or He didn’t reckon them
chronologically). In order to complete the 70 weeks
prophecy these years must be played out. This will take
place at the Second Coming of Christ. Thus, these years
are ‘absent’ from Daniel 9:26. They are spoken of in
Daniel 9:27. But to the Church, who partook in the 7
‘full’ or good years, these 7 years were lived by them,
so they will not have to live through the 7 postponed
years. The ‘dashed’ line between 26AD and 33AD in this
chart (The chart is included in the document.)
represents the chronologically cancelled 7 years. These
years were lost to Israel nationally, but were not lost
to the body of Christ (the Church). This is Israel
nationally, but were not lost to the body of Christ
(the Church). This is apparently why the Holy Spirit
wrote Daniel 9:26 the way He did. But although these 7
years were cancelled from reckoning, God must still
complete Daniel’s ’70 weeks prophecy. So these years
(the chronologically cancelled years) that Israel lost
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(26AD-33AD) will be completed as the ‘one week’ of
Daniel 9:27. They will be the ‘seven thin ears’
(Genesis 41:7), the seven evil ears that devoured the
seven ‘full ears’, the seven years of the Gospels. All
of this means that Israel nationally will have to go
through the Tribulation."
- from 'The Chronology of the Bible As it is
Implemented in the Scriptures' By Jerry Ingerman
(freely available on www.knowyourmessiah.com)
2. Jesus commands us,
Mark 9:47 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out:
it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God
with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell
fire:
A literal interpretation here is also makes no
sense.
So the fact is that Revelation is a book which
should be understood symbolically rather than
completely literally is the widespread view of
conservative, evangelical scholars who have studied the
book in great detail. There are many different
interpretations of Revelation, and in some cases there
is disagreement over whether a particular part of
John’s vision is literal or symbolic. But the examples
above show that there are many parts of the Bible which
can be clearly understood as symbolic and not literal.
First, we should recognize that the eternal
torment which John saw in his visions in Revelation 14
and 20 is symbolic, not literal, because literal
eternal torment would not be consistent with a just God.
The Bible states that His punishment is always
proportional to the crime, as we shall prove. God is
perfectly represented in His character, actions, and
teachings. Are we are supposed to believe that God
would torture those same enemies for billions of years
and then keep going for billions more, let alone
forever? If there is no hope of redemption (which is
the case of the unrighteous after final judgment), then
their destruction is neither unjust nor unloving.
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Eternal torture thus makes no sense. God is not going
to literally torture the unsaved 'forever and ever',
rather they will be destroyed. It is correct to say
that the idea of eternal torment is unbiblical.
The phrase "lake of fire" is used four times in the
King James Bible (Revelation 19:20, 20:10, 14, 15).
Jesus used the constant flames in the Hinnom valley to
symbolize the destructive nature of this fiery lake
used to carry out God's judgment. The lake of fire is a
place where anything thrown into it is destroyed. The
Bible states those thrown into it will be turned into
ashes (Ezekiel 28:18, Malachi 4:3) and instantly
consumed, both in body/soul.
God will also use the lake of fire before He
creates a new heaven and Earth where only righteousness
dwells (Revelation 21:27). He will, once and for all,
deal with the issue of sin among humans. But in the end,
only those who accept God's gracious gift of salvation
will live for all Eternity. All others will not only be
put to death (permanently destroyed, Matthew 10:28) in
a lake of fire, but also have all memories of them
forgotten as if they never existed.
Proverbs 10:7 The memory of the just [is] blessed:
but the name of the wicked shall rot.
The wicked are those who willfully and with full
knowledge have hardened themselves to oppose
righteousness. Their "reward" after death, for
rejecting God's perfect love will be to perish a second
time, known as the second death, in the lake of fire.
(Revelation 20:11-12, 15). Its flames will permanently
end their lives without any possibility of a future
resurrection.
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<http://parresiazomai.blogspot.com/2017/02/what-is-second-death-part-1-symbols-and.html>

The second death is one of destruction - an
irreversible, eternal punishment because, for all
Eternity, there is no escape or an opportunity for a
second chance at life. Thus, as the position of this
document states, the second death's results are what is
the eternal punishment.
Now consider the following:
Malachi ends the Old Testament, followed by a
period of 400-years of silence between the testaments
where God would not speak through Scripture prophecy.
Like the final chapters of Revelation (the last book of
the New Testament) the final chapter of Malachi (the
last book of the Old Testament) contrasts the final
destinies of both the righteous and the unrighteous:
For those who revere God’s name, “the Sun of
righteousness arise with healing in his wings.” They
will experience warmth and healing in the light of His
presence as He binds up their bruises, heals their
wounds and wipes away every tear (see Isaiah 30:26 and
Revelation 21:4). There is no mention whatsoever of
people existing forever in a perpetual state of fiery
conscious torment. All we see is a clear picture of
“every evildoer” being utterly destroyed by raging,
consuming fire.
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Malachi 4:1 For, behold, the day cometh, that shall
burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that
do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh
shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it
shall leave them neither root nor branch.
'oven' - God promises a fire for the wicked.
'stubble' - the unusable part of the grain, which lasts
only moments if it is thrown into a fire.
For those who have faith in Christ, Judgment Day
will be the day of final salvation when they are
rescued from all of the adverse effects of sin (Malachi
4:2–3). When Christ returns, He will resurrect those
who have believed and eventually everyone either to
life or condemnation (The latter is depicted in Malachi
4:1-3).
'day' - It's the day of the Lord, not the day of Christ.
The day of Christ is for the Christian. It's has to do
with the Judgment Seat of Christ and the Rapture. The
day of the Lord is a Jewish looking - that's the
Tribulation period, the Millennium.
'root nor branch - In that coming day the wicked will
have no hope of shooting up again to life. As long as
the root and the branch (Christ) remains there is hope,
but hope is gone for these because the judgment of
Eternity is final.
Christ is both the root and the branch Isaiah 11:10 And in that day there shall be a root of
Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people;
to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be
glorious.
Zechariah 3:8 Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou,
and thy fellows that sit before thee: for they [are]
men wondered at: for, behold, I will bring forth my
servant the BRANCH.
Malachi 4:2 But unto you that fear my name shall the
Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings;
and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the
stall.
1446

'name'- God says that those who call on His name will
be saved.
Romans 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon the name
of the Lord shall be saved.
'Sun' - The Sun of Righteousness is a reference to
Jesus. Here, the Messiah is not only a Sun, but also
the Sun of Righteousness who brings healing.. As the Sun
shines throughout the world the gospel of Christ is
preached worldwide to bring healing to those who are
lost in sin.
Malachi 4:2 But unto you that fear my name shall the
Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings;
and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the
stall.
Figuratively, when God's people see the final
resolution of all things they will be so pleased they
will jump about like stall-fed calves set free from the
pen. As they 'jump' about with joy, the wicked are
trampled beneath their feet.
Malachi 4:3 And ye shall tread down the wicked; for
they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the
day that I shall do [this], saith the LORD of hosts.
Notice that Malachi 4:1 says that nether root nor
branch will be left to them and verse 3 says that all
evildoers will be “ashes.” Both verses are figurative,
but the picture they portray is clear: There will be
nothing left of the ungodly but ashes when God’s raging
fire consumes them. They will be totally destroyed —
both soul and body — as Jesus solemnly declared. No
mention is made anywhere of their souls living forever
in a state of fiery conscious torment. If this perverse
religious belief were true, why would the LORD leave
out something of such importance? This is way too
significant of a “detail” to leave out.
The above Malachi verses are a strong stumbling
block to the view of eternal conscious torment. Rather
these verses have a second death context, (The wicked
will burn to ashes in the lake of fire, which is the
second death - Revelation 21:8), as do these verses:
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Psalms 21:9 Thou shalt make them as a fiery oven in
the time of thine anger: the LORD shall swallow them up
in his wrath, and the fire shall devour them.
Some context:
Psalms 21:1 <<To the chief Musician, A Psalm of
David.>> The king shall joy in thy strength, O LORD;
and in thy salvation how greatly shall he rejoice!
Psalms 21:2 Thou hast given him his heart's desire,
and hast not withholden the request of his lips. Selah.
Psalms 21:3 For thou preventest him with the blessings
of goodness: thou settest a crown of pure gold on his
head.
Psalms 21:4 He asked life of thee, [and] thou gavest
[it] him, [even] length of days for ever and ever.
Psalms 21:5 His glory [is] great in thy salvation:
honour and majesty hast thou laid upon him.
Psalms 21:6 For thou hast made him most blessed for
ever: thou hast made him exceeding glad with thy
countenance.
Psalms 21:7 For the king trusteth in the LORD, and
through the mercy of the most High he shall not be
moved.
Psalms 21:8 Thine hand shall find out all thine
enemies: thy right hand shall find out those that hate
thee.
Psalms 21:9 Thou shalt make them as a fiery oven in
the time of thine anger: the LORD shall swallow them up
in his wrath, and the fire shall devour them.
Psalms 21:10 Their fruit shalt thou destroy from the
earth, and their seed from among the children of men.
Psalms 21:11 For they intended evil against thee: they
imagined a mischievous device, [which] they are not
able [to perform].
Psalms 21:12 Therefore shalt thou make them turn their
back, [when] thou shalt make ready [thine arrows] upon
thy strings against the face of them.
In Psalm 21 the king and his army come back having
won the war, so they thanked God (1-7). (8-12) deals
with what God will do to David’s enemies. So,
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thanksgiving for victory is the main theme of this
Psalm. It is quite natural that thanksgiving for
victory should lead the Psalmist to speak of the high
dignity of the king and to anticipate his future
victories.
God will destroy all His enemies (8-10). ‘Thine
hand shall find out all thine enemies: thy right hand
shall find out those that hate thee. (9) matches
(Malachi 4:1-4) (describing “day of the Lord”
conditions). The passage is referring to “the day of
the Lord” (verses 1, 3 and 5). What is “the day of the
LORD”? This phrase appears 19 times in the Old
Testament and 4 times in the New Testament to express
the time of God’s extreme judgment and wrath.
"These passages refer to the same specific judgment.
For instance, in Ezekiel 30:3 “the day of the LORD”
refers to that Millennial day and the short period
right before it where God judges the nations and
prepares them for destruction, destroys them at the
advent and then rules them in the Millennial kingdom.
It's just all Second Advent context, at least the next
7 or 8 verses, although there are some historical
references in here, but so much of it deals with the
Second Coming. a near future (now historical) judgment
of Egypt; in Zechariah 14:1 and 2 Thessalonians 2:2 it
refers to a far future judgment." - Dr. Estep
Historically, the phrase is figurative. There may
be an allusion to the terrible vengeance inflicted on
the Ammonites (2 Samuel 12:31). A lot of things in the
Bible are connected with fire. ‘they intended evil
against thee’ (11) – They intended to annihilate the
heir (Christ, who has a right to inherit the throne of
David).
Isaiah 13:9 Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel
both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land
desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out
of it.
Isaiah 47:14 Behold, they shall be as stubble; the
fire shall burn them; they shall not deliver themselves
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from the power of the flame: [there shall] not [be] a
coal to warm at, [nor] fire to sit before it.
God lawfully has the right to execute judgment upon
anyone. The Bible says that all people have sinned
against God and are under his righteous judgment.
2Thessalonians 1:5 [Which is] a manifest token of the
righteous judgment of God, that ye may be counted
worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer:
Psalms 119:164 Seven times a day do I praise thee
because of thy righteous judgments.
Therefore, the unrepentant sinner's execution is
not an arbitrary killing nor is it murder. Murder is
the unlawful taking of life. Killing is the lawful
taking of life. We can lawfully take a life in defense
of ourselves, our families, our nations, etc. But a
righteous person need not worry:
Psalms 37:1 <<[A Psalm] of David.>> Fret not thyself
because of evildoers, neither be thou envious against
the workers of iniquity.
Psalms 37:2 For they shall soon be cut down like the
grass, and wither as the green herb.
"The child of God is not to let evil workers make him angry or discontented (vs.
1), nor make him envious (vs. 1) or unhappy (vs. 4). The “workers of iniquity”
are not established: their end is burning (James 1:11 and Mal. 4:1–4). They are to
be cut down (vs. 2) and they will wither before they are cut down (1 Pet. 1:24).
Note the Advent reference to be fulfilled literally (Zeph. 3:8 and Matt. 13:42)."
- Psalms Commentary Volume 1, Dr. Ruckman
Do not fret (1) when men succeed in their ways and
when they carry out their wicked schemes. Wait for God
and he will take care of these people, holding them
accountable for their actions. Refrain from anger and
turn from wrath. The meek shall inherit the earth.
David is contrasting this end result with the
consequences of the wicked. The wicked will be cut off
and shortly they will be no more. This is the theme of
Psalm 37. Disappointment and destruction are the
destiny of the wicked.
Psalms 37:9 For evildoers shall be cut off: but those
that wait upon the LORD, they shall inherit the earth.
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Psalms 37:10 For yet a little while, and the wicked
[shall] not [be]: yea, thou shalt diligently consider
his place, and it [shall] not [be].
”Observe that remarkable date of the Advent given again
as “a little while” (vs. 10). John records it seven
times in less than five verses (John 16:16–19) one time
for each year in Daniel’s “Seventieth Week.” Verse 3 is
a great promise for a Christian in this age."
Psalms 37:11 But the meek shall inherit the earth; and
shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace.
'meek shall inherit' - Christ said the meek shall
inherit the earth. The humble people who tried to
disassociate themselves from their sins seeking
righteousness - not be righteous, just seek it.
Psalms 37:12 The wicked plotteth against the just, and
gnasheth upon him with his teeth.
Psalms 37:13 The Lord shall laugh at him: for he seeth
that his day is coming.
"The coming “day” of verse 13 is the day “that shall
burn as an oven” (Mal. 4:1–3)." - Dr. Ruckman
Note how verse 9 refers to a time when evil people
will ultimately be cut off, but “those who hope in the
LORD” will inherit the land. Verse 11 further
emphasizes that the meek will inherit the land and
verse 29
Psalms 37:29 The righteous shall inherit the land,
and dwell therein for ever.
adds an important detail, “the righteous shall inherit
the land and dwell therein for ever."
These two verses coincide with Jesus’ statement in
Matthew 5:5 that “the meek shall inherit the earth.”
Christ was of course referring to the new earth
detailed in Revelation 21:1-4. observe verses 10 and 13:
“A little while and the wicked will be no more… but the
LORD laughs at the wicked for he knows their day is
coming.” Verse 10 refers to a time when all the wicked
will be “no more” and the Bible clearly reveals that
the only time this will become a reality is, again,
“the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.”
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This is why, according to verse 13, the LORD laughs at
the wicked because “he knows their day is coming.” What
day? The Day of Judgment, of course.
Psalms 37:14 The wicked have drawn out the sword, and
have bent their bow, to cast down the poor and needy,
[and] to slay such as be of upright conversation.
Psalms 37:15 Their sword shall enter into their own
heart, and their bows shall be broken.
Psalms 37:16 A little that a righteous man hath [is]
better than the riches of many wicked.
Psalms 37:17 For the arms of the wicked shall be
broken: but the LORD upholdeth the righteous.
Psalms 37:18 The LORD knoweth the days of the upright:
and their inheritance shall be for ever.
Psalms 37:19 They shall not be ashamed in the evil
time: and in the days of famine they shall be satisfied.
Psalms 37:20 But the wicked shall perish, and the
enemies of the LORD [shall be] as the fat of lambs:
they shall consume; into smoke shall they consume away.
Verse 20 shows plainly that the brazen altar was a type of
two things: God’s judgment on sinners in eternity) and the
Advent (God’s judgment on sinners at the end of the time of
Jacob’s “troubles”).
This part of Psalm 37 is really all about the end
of godless people, who shall perish (be destroyed).
Note the explicit proclamation that “the wicked will
perish.” It doesn’t say the wicked will be consciously
tormented in fire forever and ever, but that they will
perish. The rest of the verse gives a natural
illustration so that we’ll understand this perishment:
It likens God’s enemies to them that will be burned up.
According to this unmistakable example, what will be
the ultimate end of God’s enemies? It says “they will
vanish — vanish like smoke.” We are again compelled to
ask, how much clearer could the Scriptures possibly be?
The LORD’s enemies will not perpetually exist in fiery
conscious torment, they’re going to be consumed by fire
and go up in smoke.
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Isaiah 51:6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look
upon the earth beneath: for the heavens shall vanish
away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a
garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like
manner: but my salvation shall be for ever, and my
righteousness shall not be abolished.

Not time-bound: " forever, ever " ( לעולםleolam)
However, to translate this using the word 'for ever'
conceals the fact that God views time in ages (eons). In
the Hebrew language the words everlasting, eternal and
forever are usually derived from the transliterated
Hebrew word olam, which means “to hide, keep secret,
obscure.” Olam relates to an age, whose end is unknown
and thus whose end is obscure, but not necessarily
endless. This verse does have a Deity context, but the
word ‘forever’ is contrary to the meaning intended
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le-olam 5769
There are two Hebrew forms of olam. The first form
is leolam”, which means "unto an age." And the second
form is ad-olam, which means "until an age." However,
neither of these forms carry the English meaning of
"forever." Rather,
God views biblical time in finite units: eons
(ages). In Diety contexts 'forever is composed of
infinite ages.
Old Testament Hebrew Lexical Dictionary
Strong's #5769 - ָם
עֹל
Brown-Driver-Briggs
1) long duration, antiquity, futurity, for ever, ever, everlasting, evermore, perpetual, old, ancient,
world
1a) ancient time, long time (of past)
1b) (of future)
1b1) for ever, always
1b2) continuous existence, perpetual
1b3) everlasting, indefinite or unending future, eternity

Greek equivalent words
Strong
#: 165 - αἰών (ahee-ohn'); 166 - αἰώνιος (ahee-o'-nee-os); 746 - ἀρχή (ar-khay')
; 104 - ἀεί (ah-eye');
Le-olam means "unto an age". We must keep in mind
is that the word olam, le-olam, or ad-olam, sometimes
means only up "to the end of a man's life" (his death).
However, in this verse, which has a Deity context
(salvation, once it is obtained, is eternal), it is
forever. But the word ‘forever’ obscures the fact that
God speaks to us in terms of ages. We show that He is
King of the ages (1 Timothy 1:17) and He is the eonian
(pertaining to the ages) God (Romans 16:26). His plan for
Man are given in terms of ages, as the words ‘forever’,
‘eternal’ and everlasting belong only to Him, and are
only used in verses with a Deity context, which is
defined in this book. However, in the context of Man,
especially when describing human punishment, ‘eternal’,
‘forever’ and ‘everlasting’ are always mistranslations.
When the Christian’s mind and body are fully redeemed at
the Rapture, the words ‘eternal’, ‘everlasting’ and
‘forever’ will belong to us too, so when these words are
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used to describe God’s eternal promises to the saved they
are not mistranslations. That is why, depending on the
context in which they are used, aion and olam are defined
as both a limited duration of time or perpetual time in
biblical lexicons.
There is a promise of eternal life in the book of Isaiah.
God promised these people eternal righteousness. Eternal
life. Thus, there IS a promise of eternal life in the OT.
These people, they trusted in God. This verse (Isaiah 51:6)
is to the righteous. There is no salvation without
righteousness. The body shall, like this world, vanish like
smoke, and be thrown out like a worn-out garment. But those
whose happiness is in Christ’s righteousness and salvation,
will have the comfort of it in eternity Clouds may darken
the Sun, but do not stop its course. The believer will enjoy
his portion, while those who condemn Christ are in darkness.
If you have righteousness you have life. Without that
righteousness you’re without hope. That’s why it had to be
imputed to us, given to us freely in a way that can never be
damaged by anything we'd ever do again. If it was we
wouldn't have any hope at all.
The day of the Lord explained
The Malachi 4 text is referring to “the day of the
Lord” What is “the day of the Lord?” This phrase
appears 19 times in the Old Testament and 4 times in
the New Testament to express the time of God’s extreme
judgment and wrath. The day of the Lord refers to that
day and the short period right before the Tribulation
where God judges the nations and prepares them for
destruction, destroys them at the Advent and then
rules them in the Millennial Kingdom. It's all Second
Advent context.
Joel 3:14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of
decision: for the day of the LORD [is] near in the
valley of decision.
'Multitudes, multitudes' Revelation 9:16 And the number of the army of the
horsemen [were] two hundred thousand thousand: and I
heard the number of them. - 200,000,000
Revelation 16:14 For they are the spirits of devils,
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working miracles, [which] go forth unto the kings of
the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the
battle of that great day of God Almighty.
The number of the armies that may be gathered
together, in one case 100, 1,000, 100,000.
'valley of decision' - This is the result of that
splitting of
Zechariah 14:4 And his feet shall stand in that day
upon the mount of Olives, which [is] before Jerusalem
on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in
the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west,
[and there shall be] a very great valley; and half of
the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of
it toward the south.
Armageddon, Jehosophat - both valleys
Armageddon is the valley of Megiddo. In Joel the valley
of Jehoshaphat. But if what we saw in Zechariah is true
about that thing splitting, all of Israel is going to
be a valley, a plain, a low place in comparison to
Jerusalem. So, the whole place would be considered a
valley (Joel 3:14).
The battle rages from Armageddon, Megiddo
(Revelation 16) all the way south. Megiddo is north up
in Ephraim (North central Palestine) to the South part
where the valley of Jehoshaphat is (South of Jerusalem).
Armageddon, Jehosophat - both valleys
2Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come as a
thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass
away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt
with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that
are therein shall be burned up.
These specific judgments result in condemned people
being thrown into the lake of fire: The pre-Millennial
judgment of Christ will take place at the end of the 7year Tribulation period (see Matthew 25) otherwise
known as The Judgment of the Nations and the Great
White Throne Judgment will take place at the end of the
Millennium. (Revelation 20:11-15). The ultimate fate of
the wicked will be total destruction, both body and
soul will be destroyed in the lake of fire. They will
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be utterly destroyed (Matthew 10:28.

Throughout the Old Testament, animals are sacrificed as
sin offerings. The sacrificed animals are then burned. This
is a picture or 'type' of sin being paid for.
Notice that fire is used to consume dead bodies, not to
torture living animals.
If it seems like it would have been just too
terrible and more importantly it would be unjust for
God to direct people to torture living animals as a
symbol of sins being paid for. Imagine how much more
terrible it would be if God tortured people forever.
Sacrifices which are killed and then burned up with
fire is much more consistent with people being burned
up in the lake of fire than with people being tortured
forever in the lake of fire. This same idea, that final
judgment will involve death followed by bodies being
burned up is seen in Daniel’s vision.
Daniel 7:9 I beheld till the thrones were cast down,
and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment [was]
white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure
wool: his throne [was like] the fiery flame, [and] his
wheels [as] burning fire.
Daniel 7:10 A fiery stream issued and came forth from
before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and
ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the
judgment was set, and the books were opened.
Daniel 7:11 I beheld then because of the voice of the
great words which the horn spake: I beheld [even] till
the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given
to the burning flame.
In Daniel’s vision a terrible beast is slain, it is
destroyed, and THEN its dead body is thrown into
burning fire.
To our modern sensibilities this presents a
somewhat gruesome picture, but God says that the
righteous will walk on the wicked. Just as if they were
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cremated, the only thing left of the wicked will be
ashes; they will have been completely destroyed, both
body and soul, forever. The Bible plainly teaches that
flesh and blood is subject to becoming dust (Genesis
3:19; Ecclesiastes 3:20). Malachi 4:3 says that in the
end the ashes of the wicked will be under the feet of
the righteous. The wicked will be destroyed and will
die that death, the second death, from which there will
never be a resurrection (Revelation 20:8). From this
time forward, only righteous (saved) people will be
left alive, and they will live for Eternity.
Malachi 4:1-5 coincides perfectly with
Matthew 13:40 As therefore the tares are gathered and
burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this
world.
Matthew 13:41 The Son of man shall send forth his
angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all
things that offend, and them which do iniquity;
Matthew 13:42 And shall cast them into a furnace of
fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.
Matthew 13:43 Then shall the righteous shine forth as
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears
to hear, let him hear.
which is an unquestionable reference to the second
death.
Notice how well these texts parallel each other:
Malachi 4:1 For, behold, the day cometh, that shall
burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that
do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh
shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it
shall leave them neither root nor branch.
Matthew 13:42 And shall cast them into a furnace of
fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.
Malachi 4:1 For, behold, the day cometh, that shall
burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that
do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh
shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it
shall leave them neither root nor branch.
Matthew 13:40 As therefore the tares are gathered and
burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this
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world.
Malachi 4:2 But unto you that fear my name shall the
Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings;
and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the
stall.
Matthew 13:43 Then shall the righteous shine forth as
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears
to hear, let him hear.
Both texts liken the lake of fire to a blazing
furnace; both texts liken “all that do wickedly” to
combustible matter that will be burned up (“stubble”
and “tares” - these are very flammable). Both texts
reveal that, after all the wicked are destroyed, the
righteous will shine like the Sun; and both texts
reveal that all that will be left of the ungodly will
be ashes. Malachi 4:3 expressly states this Malachi 4:3 And ye shall tread down the wicked; for
they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the
day that I shall do [this], saith the LORD of hosts.
whereas Matthew 13:40
Matthew 13:40 As therefore the tares are gathered and
burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this
world.
implies this with the figure of tares burned in
the fire. Since these are clearly coinciding texts both
refer to the ultimate end of the ungodly in the lake of
fire, the second death.
Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the second death.
Notice also that Malachi 4:1 states that “it shall
leave them neither root nor branch and verse 4:3 states
that the wicked will be “ashes.” In both verses the
picture they’re intended to portray is clear: there
will be nothing left of the ungodly but ashes when
God’s raging fire consumes them. They will be totally
destroyed both soul and body as Jesus solemnly declared:
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell*.
*Gehenna (This is proven in this document.)
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God will destroy the wicked. He will set them on
fire like chaff, and no remnant of them will remain.
Then He says that they will be like ashes under the
feet of the righteous. How much clearer could the
picture of final destruction be?
No mention is made anywhere of the wicked's souls
living forever in a state of fiery conscious torment.
If this perverse religious belief were in fact true,
why would the Lord leave out something of such
importance? This is way too significant of a detail to
leave out. Finally, it would just make good sense that
the Old Testament would 'sign off' (Malachi is its
last book) with a clear declaration of the final
destiny of the righteous and the unrighteous just as
the New Testament does.
Regardless of the greater doctrinal meaning, the
spiritual meaning* of this verse is that the wicked
will be burned to ashes. It will involve the utter
destruction of both body and soul (Matthew 10:28) in
the lake of fire, the second death (Revelation 21:8).
This means there will be no hope of resurrection.
The gross wickedness of Mankind shall be burned up like
stubble, so that only the ashes will remain. Instead of
complaining about what is perceived as a flaw in the
character of God, we should heed what he said for it is
sure to come to pass. Ashes are all that will remain
after unbelievers have been burned with the fire of
God's judgment.
* All Scripture has at least 3 applications (not 3
interpretations). It will have an historical application, a
doctrinal application and a spiritual application. In the
spiritual application you can take verses anywhere in the Bible
and apply them your or any other dispensation. This will be
further explained later.

Note again that the consequences (wages) for sin is
death, not burning forever, Death will be either
instantaneous or after whatever additional punishment the
sinner has earned (Romans 2:5-6).
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
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Lord.
" Romans 6:23 can be a reference to eternal death in the
case of a lost man."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Romans Commentary
The original Greek and Hebrew words for "death" and
"die" mean to cease to exist, to perish.
1Peter 4:17 For the time [is come] that judgment must
begin at the house of God: and if [it] first [begin] at
us, what shall the end [be] of them that obey not the
gospel of God?
Paul answers that question in 2 Thessalonians.
2Thessalonians 2:8 And then shall that Wicked be
revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit
of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of
his coming:

Strong's Concordance #2673
katargeó: to render inoperative, abolish
Original Word: καταργέω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: katargeó
Phonetic Spelling: (kat-arg-eh'-o)
Definition: to render inoperative, abolish
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Usage: (a) I make idle (inactive), make of no effect, annul, abolish, bring to naught, (b) I
discharge, sever, separate from.
HELPS Word-studies
2673 katargéō (from 2596 /katá, "down to a point," intensifying 691 /argéō, "inactive, idle") –
properly, idle down, rendering something inert ("completely inoperative"); i.e. being of no effect
(totally without force, completely brought down); done away with, cause to cease and therefore
abolish; make invalid, abrogate (bring to nought); "to make idle or inactive" (so also in
Euripides, Phoen., 753, Abbott-Smith).
["2673 (katargéō) means 'to make completely inoperative' or 'to put out of use,' according to
TDNT (1.453)" (J. Rodman Williams, Renewal Theology "God, the World & Redemption," 389).]

The unrighteous will suffer in the lake of fire for
the wrath that they've treasured (Romans 2:5-6), but
ultimately they will suffer death, without any
possibility of resurrection - the second death. God's
gift is eternal life, which is very different from the
penalty of sin - death.
Psalms 37:38 But the transgressors shall be destroyed
together: the end of the wicked shall be cut off.

◄niš·mə·ḏū►
Englishman's Concordance
niš·mə·ḏū —

Psalm 37:38
HEB: ש ְׁמ ֣דּו יַחְׁ ָּ֑דּו אַ ח ִ ֲִ֖רית
ְׁ ִּֽ֭וּפֹ ְׁשׁעִ ים נ
NAS: will be altogether destroyed; The posterity
KJV: But the transgressors shall be destroyed together:
INT: transgressors destroyed together the posterity
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Webster's Dictionary 1828
TRANSGRESS'OR, noun One who breaks a law or violates a command; one
who violates any known rule or principle of rectitude; a sinner.
Proverbs 13:15 Good understanding giveth favour: but
the way of transgressors [is] hard.
Proverbs 11:3 The integrity of the upright shall guide
them: but the perverseness of transgressors shall
destroy them.
Proverbs 2:22 But the wicked shall be cut off from the
earth, and the transgressors shall be rooted out of it.
The wicked will be no more, they will be destroyed,
cease to exist, they will perish, they will vanish away.
In fact, Psalms 37:38 says they will all be destroyed
together. But the meek, those who wait on the LORD,
will inherit the earth and live forever.
Those who die yet unbelieving will possibly
experience further “apollumi” (Romans 2:5-6, which we
will later study in detail), when being cast into the
lake of fire, which is the second death.
God will justly, but mercifully utterly destroy
unbelievers ('wicked' people) who reject Him and
salvation, not subject them to a never-ending existence
in conscious agony. (Believers can be wicked too, but
because they are saved they will not perish. However,
they can lose rewards.) Death without any hope of
resurrection (the 'second death'), not eternal torture,
is Scripturally God's eternal punishment for the wicked.
They simply 'perish'. Webster's 1828 dictionary defines
'perish' as 'to be destroyed', 'to come to nothing'.
What is meant by the word “just.” To do justice to
a person means to give him at least what he deserves.
Thus, if you owe a person a favor, it satisfies justice
for you to repay him the favor, but this does not stop
you from going beyond what justice alone requires and
treat an offender better than he deserves to be treated
(mercy). This act of mercy does not destroy justice,
but in a sense is the fullness of justice. Mercy can be
viewed as 'relaxation' of justice. That which comes
nearest to this is grace. It implies benevolence,
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tenderness, mildness, pity or compassion, and clemency,
but exercised only towards offenders. Mercy is an
attribute of God.
But God is not redefining His justice. He cannot.
It would be like Jesus Christ never looking a bornagain child of His in the eyes and saying “Depart from
me...I never knew you” (Matthew 7:23). He would be
denying his own flesh and blood. So if God would
redefine His justice He would be denying His words.
2Timothy 2:13 If we believe not, [yet] he abideth
faithful: he cannot deny himself.
God acts mercifully, not indeed by going against
his justice, but by doing something more than justice;
thus, a man who pays another two hundred dollars of
hismoney, though owing him only one hundred, does
nothingagainst justice, but acts liberally or
mercifully. However, the people who have no mercy on
Jews from the “twelve tribes scattered abroad”, for
example, will get“judgment without mercy”, meaning
absolute terror without any mercy whatsoever James 2:13 For he shall have judgment without mercy,
that hath shewed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against
judgment.
Mercy does not destroy justice, but is the fullness
of justice. God's mercy does not negate His justice,
but fulfils it. Therefore Ephesians 4:32 And be ye kind one to another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for
Christ's sake hath forgiven you.
- Mercy is expressed in forgiveness. Forgiveness
can be viewed as gift, a remitting of debt and thus it
costs the giver something. God's forgives of Man's sin
cost Him the death of His Son, but it satisfied both
His justice and His mercy.
Luke 6:36 Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father
also is merciful.
Review:
The Old Testament says the wicked will be destroyed
Upon reading the Old Testament, one finds that it
says over and over in many different ways that the
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unsaved (the wicked) will be destroyed and be gone
forever. Another way God portrays the destruction of
the wicked is by saying they will be “cut off.” The
phrase “cut off” is used in several different ways in
the Old Testament. In some instances it can mean
destroy.
Isaiah 10:7 Howbeit he meaneth not so, neither doth
his heart think so; but [it is] in his heart to destroy
and cut off nations not a few.

Strong's Concordance karath: to cut off, cut downOriginal Word: ָכּ ַרת
Part of Speech: Verb Transliteration: karath Phonetic Spelling: (kaw-rath') Definition: to cut off, cut
down
The NAS Old Testament Hebrew Lexicon
1. to cut, cut off, cut down, cut off a body part, cut out, eliminate, kill, cut a covenant

Similar usage of karath is found in Amos 1:8,Obadiah
1:10.
Amos 1:8 And I will cut off the inhabitant from Ashdod,
and him that holdeth the sceptre from Ashkelon, and I will
turn mine hand against Ekron: and the remnant of the
Philistines shall perish, saith the Lord GOD.
Obadiah 1:10 For [thy] violence against thy brother Jacob
shame shall cover thee, and thou shalt be cut offfor ever.
Review:
Clear OT verses that state that the wicked will be
destroyed:
Obadiah 1:16 For as ye have drunk upon my holy mountain,
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[so] shall all the heathen drink continually,yea, they
shall drink, and they shall swallow down, andthey shall be
as though they had not been.
Psalms 9:5 Thou hast rebuked the heathen, thou hast
destroyed the wicked, thou hast put out their name forever
and ever.
Psalms 37:38 But the transgressors shall be destroyed
together: the end of the wicked shall be cut off.
Psalms 92:7 When the wicked spring as the grass, and when
all the workers of iniquity do flourish; [it is] that they
shall be destroyed for ever:
In contrast to clear verses like these that say the
wicked will be off, destroyed and be no more, there is not
one clear and indisputable Old Testament verse that shows
the wicked living forever in torment. Additional Old
Testament verses confirm the destruction of the wicked:
Psalms 28:5 Because they regard not the works of the
LORD, nor the operation of his hands, he shall destroy
them, and not build them up.
Proverbs 10:29 The way of the LORD [is] strength to the
upright: but destruction [shall be] to the workersof
iniquity.
Proverbs 14:11 The house of the wicked shall be
overthrown: but the tabernacle of the upright shall
flourish.
Hosea 7:13 Woe unto them! for they have fled from me:
destruction unto them! because they have transgressed
against me: though I have redeemed them, yet they have
spoken lies against me.
The New Testament says the wicked will be destroyed
Usually a Greek word will be translated as several
different English words depending on the context. Also,
different Greek words will sometimes be translated by the
same English word. This makes trying to do biblical
research by studying the English words confusing and can
lead to false conclusions. However, in
addition tothe
illustrations and comparisons about the destructionof the
unsaved, the New Testament uses more than half adozen
Greek words to describe what will happen to the unsaved
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and they each refer to death and destruction, not
continued life in torment. If we are going to arrive at
the true meaning of Scripture, we must pay careful
attention to the vocabulary it uses because Godchooses His
vocabulary carefully. When it comes to the total
destruction of the wicked, God uses many different Greek
words to make the point again and againthat the wicked
will be destroyed. Below is a list of the major Greek
words God uses to portray the destruction of the wicked.
Apōleia (#684 ἀπώλεια). Apōleia means “the destruction
that one experiences
Apollumi (#622 ἀπόλλυμι). Apollumi means “to cause or
experience destruction”
Esthiō #2068 means “eat,” and thus by extension it also
came to mean “to do away with; consume; devour”
Exolethreuō (#1842 ἐξολεθρεύω). This is an amplificationof
olethros (2 Thessalonians. 1:9 below) and means to destroy.
Katastrophē (#2692 καταστροφή). 2 Peter 2:6 says that God
reduced Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes as an example of what
would happen to ungodly people. Some Greek texts include
the word katastrophē, which means “condition oftotal
destruction”
Olethros (#3639 ὄλεθρος). Olethros means “a state of
destruction, destruction, ruin, death”
Phthora (#5356, φθορά). Phthora means the “destructionof an
entity”
Thanatos (#2288 θάνατος). Thanatos means “death; the
termination of physical life” Thanatos is also used in to
reference to the second death — the destruction of both
soul and body in the lake of fire. In fact, the Greek word
translated as “death” in the phrase “the second death” is
thanatos. For instance, ‘He that overcometh shall not be
hurt of the second death (thanatos).’
Many New Testament verses state the destruction of the
wicked:
1Timothy 6:9 But they that will be rich fall into
temptation and a snare, and [into] many foolish and hurtful
lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.
Romans 9:22 [What] if God, willing to shew [his] wrath,
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and to make his power known, endured with much
longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction:
Philippians 3:18 (For many walk, of whom I have toldyou
often, and now tell you even weeping, [that they are] the
enemies of the cross of Christ:
Philippians 3:19 Whose end [is] destruction, whose God
[is their] belly, and [whose] glory [is] in their shame,
who mind earthly things.)
2Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them
that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ:
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord,and from the
glory of his power;
2Peter 2:12 But these, as natural brute beasts, madeto be
taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they
understand not; and shall utterly perish intheir own
corruption;
The second death has no power over spiritually bornagain believers because they have been saved from
God’s wrath through Jesus’ death, burial andresurrection.
That’s why Jesus said:
John 11:26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall
never die. Believest thou this?

Jesus said a person who believes in Him will not
die “to the eon/age” (Concordant Version) or “to the
eon/age” (eis ton aiona)(above) (Young’s Literal
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Translation).
"εἰς τὸν αἰῶνα (eis ton aiōna)—often translated as “forever” but literally meaning
“unto the age” or “until the age” or “into the age” or “throughout the age”—is the
equivalent ofle-olam or ad-olam (“unto the age” or “until the age”). The phrase εἰς
τοὺς αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων (eis tous aiōnas tōn aiōnōn)—often translated as “forever
and ever” or something similar, but literally meaning “unto the ages of the ages”—and
the related ὁ αἰὼν τῶν αἰώνων ( o aiōn tōn aiōnōn), “the age of the ages,” represent
something like the Hebrew le-olam va-ed (“unto an age and beyond”) or le-olameiolamim (“unto ages of ages”)."
In other words, a person who believes in Jesus in
this current age will not be dead but will be alive
during the next age (the Millennium). This makes
perfect sense, of course, because the Rapture will
occur towards the end of this current age, before the
Millennium. The word “never” that you see in John 11:26
in some English Bibles is a ridiculous creative
invention of the translators.
John 11:26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me
shall never die. Believest thou this?
h

◄ 3756. ou, ouk, ouch ►
Strong's Concordance
ou, ouk, ouch: not, no
Original Word: οὐ
Part of Speech: Particle, Negative
Transliteration: ou, ouk, ouch
Phonetic Spelling: (oo)
Definition: not, no
Usage: no, not.
HELPS Word-studies
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3756 ou – no ("not"). 3756 (ou) objectively negates a statement, "ruling it out as fact."

Doesn’t the Bible say that a person who believes in
Him will never die?” No. Jesus said a person who believes in
Him will not die “for the eon/age” (Concordant Version) or
“to the eon/age” (Young’s Literal Translation). In other
words, a person who believes in Jesus in this current age
will not be dead but will be alive during the next age (the
Millennium). This makes perfect sense, of course, because
the rapture will occur towards the end of this current age,
before the Millennium. The word “never” that you see in John
11:26 in some English Bibles is a ridiculous creative
invention of the translators.
The dead will come up first (vs. 25) and then the living (vs. 26) because I am going to
come up from the dead, before the last day.” Jesus was not denying that believers would die.
Jesus claimed that because He was “the resurrection and the life” (v. 25), He would resurrect
those who believe in Him unto eternal life (cf. John 5:28–29).

John 5:28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the
which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice,
John 5:29 And shall come forth; they that have done good,
unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil,
unto the resurrection of damnation.
John 8:51 Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man
keep my saying, he shall never see death (thanatos).

Strong's Concordance
thanatos: death
Original Word: θάνατος, ου, ὁ
Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine
Transliteration: thanatos
Phonetic Spelling: (than'-at-os)
Definition: death
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Usage: death, physical or spiritual.
HELPS Word-studies
2288 thánatos (derived from 2348 /thnḗskō, "to die") – physical or spiritual death; (figuratively)
separation from the life (salvation) of God forever by dying without first experiencing death to
self to receive His gift of salvation.

John 8:51 is obviously not referring to the first
death here; after all, Christians who have faithfully
kept Jesus' saying have been dying for centuries. Jesus
is saying that a person who believes in Him will not
die “for the eon/age” (Concordant Version) or “to the
eon/age” (Young’s Literal Translation). In other words,
a person who believes in Jesus in this current age will
not be dead, but will be alive during the next age (the
Millennium). This makes perfect sense, of course,
because the rapture will occur towards the end of this
current age, before the Millennium. (Rev. 19:11-20:6).
So the word “never” that you see in John 11:26 in some
English Bibles is a ridiculous creative invention of
the translators.
John 11:26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall
never die. Believest thou this?
This is a reference to the second death. Jesus’
promise is that true believers will never experience
the destruction of the second death in the lake of fire.
This coincides perfectly with what Jesus said in John
3:16, that those who believe in him shall not perish
but have eternal life.
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.
Jesus clearly states that those who believeth in
him will not perish - the second death, which is the
destruction of soul and body in the lake of fire (thus
no hope of resurrection). The second death is the
ultimate consequence of being unsaved.
Note that an unsaved sinner, upon death, ultimately
perishes - the second death; he/she does not suffer
being alive in everlasting conscious torment. Jesus
said an unbeliever's body and soul would be destroyed
and by whom? He said that God Himself would “destroy
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both their soul and body in hell” (Gehenna) (Matthew
10:28). This is the second death. Notice again that a
sinner's fate is not never-ending fiery torment, but
death. The Bible is quite clear on this matter.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
" Romans 6:23 can be a reference to eternal death in the
case of a lost man."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Romans Commentary (The
Bible Believers Commentary Series)

The following 'box' contains the important
definition of 'Perish' and the consequences of
perishing that are necessary to better understand this
document. These are defined in the box below
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PERISH
To perish means a person is destroyed completely.
Both body and soul are destroyed (Matthew 10:28).
Strong's #622 to destroy
apollumi (pronounced ap-ol'-loo-mee)
from 575 and the base of 3639; to destroy fully
(reflexively, to perish, or lose), literally or
figuratively:--destroy, die, lose, mar, perish
Thayer's Greek Lexicon:
apollumi
1) to destroy
1a) to put out of the way entirely, abolish, put an end
to ruin
1b) render useless
1c) to kill
1d) to declare that one must be put to death
1e) to perish, to be lost, ruined, destroyed
2) to lose
Webster's 1828 dictionary defines 'perish' as 'To be
destroyed', 'to come to nothing'.
Those who die as unbelievers will experience
further destruction by being cast into in the lake of
fire, which is the second death:
Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and
the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have
their part in the lake which burneth with fire and
brimstone: which is the second death.
The first death is the physical death, when Man's
soul and spirit are separated from his body. The second
death** is a soul destroying death*. The Second Death
is God's judgment upon lost sinners. We see this clear
distinction in Matthew 10:28, where both soul and body
are destroyed in hell (Gehenna). We prove that Gehenna
is one of several words mistranslated as 'hell'.
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in 'hell'.
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*Many incorrectly refer to the second death as both a
physical death and a spiritual death." Adam's sin caused
him to become spiritually dead as well as physically
dead, and this death was passed upon all men/women. Only
when one is saved is the spiritregenerated. Thus, the
unsaved are spiritually dead. Bynature, the human race
is spiritually dead. It is for this very reason that a
man MUST be born again if he isto enter into the Kingdom
of God (John 3:3). Thus, lostpeople (unbelievers) are
spiritually dead.
The lake of fire, which is the second death is a
death of body and soul. A person can lose their soul.
It can be destroyed in Gehenna. If the soul (the life
force of a person) is destroyed then their resurrection
is impossible (unless God, of course, decides to
resurrect the person).
Since unbelievers are not resurrected to life but
to death, they are referred to as having part in the
"second death". The first death is temporary. In the
first death, only the body is destroyed. There will be
a resurrection one day of all humanity, a bodily
resurrection. The second death will never be followed
by a resurrection. In the first death, only the body is
destroyed and is in the graveyard. In the second death,
the soul (life-force) is destroyed (not preserved)
forever.
Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the second death.
**The "second death" and the "lake of fire" are
identical terms (Revelation 20:14) and are used of the
eternal state of the wicked. It is "second" relative to
the preceding physical first death which was due to the
unbelief and rejection of God in the Garden of Eden.
Their eternal state is one of eternal "death" in sins.
The second death is a future event entailing the
complete destruction in the lake of fire. This death
can ultimately result in the second death, described in
the Bible as “everlasting destruction
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3k1.5) Gehenna is the lake of fire
The whole matter is clarified by the view of
literal everlasting destruction, which holds that the
second death is both punitive and consumptive.
Condemned people who reject God’s love are cast into
the Lake of Fire (Gehenna) primarily for the purpose of
their destruction. They chose sin and the lake of fire
is where they will reap the unfortunate wages of their
choice — death. True, there will be a period of
suffering as Divine justice properly dictates for each
individual — perhaps a split second, perhaps longer —
depending on the amount of wrath one has stored (Romans
2:5-6), but any such suffering will mercifully end in
the ultimate just punishment, namely everlasting total
extermination with no hope of resurrection. Jesus used
Gehenna as a symbol of everlasting destruction.
Matthew 23:33 [Ye] serpents, [ye] generation of vipers,
how can ye escape the damnation of hell? (Gehenna - see
directly below)

KJB: 'damnation'
Greek: 'judgment'*
*This substitution, which occurs often in Scripture,
was discussed in detail (See section 2A).
Thayer's Greek Lexicon - Gehenna:
"This was originally the valley of Hinnom, south of
Jerusalem, where the filth and dead animals of the city
were cast out and burned; a fit symbol of the wicked
and their future destruction."
The Valley of Hinnom came to be used as the garbage
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dump by the people of Jerusalem. The inhabitants of
Jerusalem would carry their garbage, including dead
animals, bones and other waste, outside the south gate
of the city (still to this day the gate going down to
the Valley of Hinnom is called “the dung gate”), down
the hill and into the Valley of Hinnom. The waste that
was dumped there was then either burned up in the fires
that usually burned there or it rotted away, being
eaten by maggots and worms. The people Jesus taught
knew Gehenna very well, and a large percentage of them
had probably thrown garbage there. They understood
Jesus’ teaching that if a person was wicked before God,
then at the judgment he/she would not be let into the
Kingdom, but like the garbage, would be thrown out and
destroyed. No one in Christ’s audience thought the
garbage thrown into Gehenna burned forever, they knew
that the fire burned and the worms ate until the
garbage was gone.
The picture of Gehenna is one of the total
destruction of the sinner. At the Judgment, sinners
will be thrown into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:15),
which is the Valley of Hinnom (Gehenna). In the lake of
fire, sinners will burn until they are completely
consumed - the second death. The clearest and most
vivid of the New Testament terms used to describe the
final 'hell', the lake of fire, is geenna (Gehenna).
Gehenna is the New Testament word for the valley of
Ben-Hinnom (also called Topheth).
Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the second death.
There will be no repentance accepted, and no
restoration to life. The punishment is not for a
specific time of repayment, as if the sinners were only
in jail, after which they are restored to everlasting
life. No, their death will be ultimate and final. The
fire will not be “quenched”, it will burn until all the
'garbage' is gone. The worms will not “die” and thus
their work will be uninterrupted. In Gehenna they eat*,
*We prove that worms only feed on dead tissue.
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until there is no more garbage to consume. Thus, the
“punishment” of the sinners (not “punishing,” as if
they were still alive) is 'eternal'. The people whose
bodies are burned up in the Valley of Hinnom never
receive eternal life. They die with no hope of
resurrection and that is a punishment - the results
that lasts forever. So the Greek word 'Gehenna' came to
be used for the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:13-15). The
lake of fire represents a different, or second, kind of
death. Although it represents a state of total
inactivity, it is different in that the Bible says
nothing about a resurrection from the second death. The
reason for that was clear and simple: garbage thrown
into Gehenna was completely destroyed and people thrown
into the Lake of Fire were completely destroyed. Given
that fact, it was appropriate to refer to the Lake of
Fire as Gehenna.
Isaiah 30:33 is primarily a reference to the lake
of fire. Observe what is said about it:
Isaiah 30:33 For Tophet [is] ordained of old; yea, for
the king it is prepared; he hath made [it] deep [and]
large: the pile thereof [is] fire and much wood; the
breath of the LORD, like a stream of brimstone, doth
kindle it.
- The lake of fire is set ablaze by the very breath
of the LORD, where it is likened to “a stream of
brimstone". Sulfur is equivalent to brimstone. “Burning
sulfur” (or 'brimstone' in many Bible translations), is
a description of the lake of fire.
Fire is symbolically used across the Bible to
denote death – 'eternal' destruction, not 'eternal
torture'. During Jesus’ time, it was the city’s garbage
burner. Its fires were kept continually burning (an
'everlasting' lake of fire) to fully consume all things
dumped there. Brimstone used to be added to fuel the
incineration. It ensured total destruction. The
'everlasting fire' is derived from Jerusalem’s Gehenna
where fires were kept continually burning
('everlasting'). The 'everlasting' adjective applies
only to the fire. It does not mean anyone will burn
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eternally. Fire burns and destroys. 'Destroy' is a word
of finality. It’s not a word of perpetual torment. The
word 'destruction' is meaningless if there is not a
point where the destruction is complete. In other words,
you can't keep on destroying something for all eternity.
It's a contradiction in terms. Thus, lost people will
all be destroyed in God's own time.
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

According to Strong's #622 'destroy' means 'to
perish', 'the resultant death being viewed as certain'.
Apollumi is translated in the A.V. 1611 as follows:
"destroy," 23 times; "lose," 21 times; "be destroyed,"
3 times; "be lost," 10 times; "be marred," once; "die,"
once; and "perish," 33 times.
This is the proper place to study the word
"destroy", which is used in connection with Gehenna in
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this same passage, Matthew 10:28. The root of the
principal word "to destroy" in the New Testament, is
'ollumi' joined to a preposition which strengthens its
meaning. It means "destroy" and "perish," but not in
the sense of annihilation, for it is the same word that
is translated "lost" in Matthew 10:6, where the
disciples were told to "go rather to the lost sheep of
the house of Israel." It is the same word translated
"lose" in Matthew 16:25, "whosoever will lose his life
shall find it." It is translated "marred" in Mark 2:22,
"The bottles will be marred." It is the same word
translated "perish" in the great text, John 3:16; and
in Luke 19:10 it is again translated "lost," "For the
Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was
lost." The same root is in the word "destruction" as in
2Thessalonians 1:9, where also the word "everlasting"
should be rendered "age-abiding."
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;

Strong's Concordance #166
aiónios: agelong, eternal
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Original Word: αἰώνιος, ία, ιον
Part of Speech: Adjective
Transliteration: aiónios
Phonetic Spelling: (ahee-o'-nee-os)
Definition: agelong, eternal
Usage: age-long, and therefore: practically eternal,
unending; partaking of the character of that which
lasts for an age, as contrasted with that which is
brief and fleeting. (Eternal when used in a Deity
context.)
Strongs “punishment” used here is G5099 = to pay a
price, i.e. as a penalty
Strong’s “destruction” used here is G3639 = ruin,
destroy, death, for the destruction of the flesh, said
of the external ills and troubles by which the lusts of
the flesh are subdued and destroyed
Strongs “from” used here is G575 = of place, time, or
relation; literal or figurative
The word “everlasting” should be translated and
understood as “age-long” or “a definite period of time.”
“Eternal destruction” can be understood as destruction
from its eternal source. The destruction of Sodom came
from an external source, yet we know that the “eternal
fire” that destroyed the great cities around Sodom are
not still burning.
Dr. Thomas Talbot says "The reason that some translators inject into the text
the idea of being excluded or shut out from the
presence of the Lord is that the Greek “apo”, like the
English “from”, can sometimes mean “away from” — as
when, for example, the kings of the earth and others
cry out on the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and
hide us from (apo) the face of the one seated on the
throne and from (apo) the wrath of the Lamb.”
[Revelation 6:16] . . "When we try to hide or to
conceal ourselves from the presence of the Lord (an
impossible task) we are indeed trying to get away from
that presence. But in 2 Thessalonians 1:9 there is no
verb, such as “to hide” or “to conceal”, and no other
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grammatical device that would give grammatical sense to
such a rendering. In the absence of such a device, it
is no less grammatically awkward to translate “olethron
aionion apo prosopou tou kuriou” as “eternal
destruction away from the presence of the Lord” than it
would be to translate “kairoi anapsuxeos apo prosopou
tou kuriou" (Acts 3:19) as “refreshing times away from
the presence of the Lord”. Indeed, just as the presence
of the Lord brings refreshment to the obedient, it
brings destruction upon the disobedient."
Dr. Talbot points out that the we see this exact
Greek phrase, which is properly translated “from the
presence of the Lord” used in one other passage,
Acts 3:19: “Repent therefore, and turn to God so that
your sins may be wiped out, so that times of refreshing
may come from the presence of the Lord. ... The word
“everlasting” should be translated and understood as
“an age” or “a period of time.”
< https://www.thehellverses.com/>

'your sins may be wiped out' → 'for the blotting out
of your sins'
Talbot points out that we might translate Acts
3:19 as follows: “ . . . so that refreshing times might
1481

come and shut you out or exclude you from the presence
of the Lord.” Dr. Talbot’s final comment: “That in
essence is what some translators have done to II
Thessalonians 1:9. It is just that bad.”
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;
"who shall suffer justice—destruction age-during—from
the face of the Lord, and from the glory of his
strength,"
- YLT (Young's Literal Translation)
"who shall incur the justice of eonian extermination
from the face of the Lord, and from the glory of His
strength”
- CLT (Concordant Literal Translation)
"These certain folks who will proceed paying the thing
that is right (incur justice, fairness and equity):
ruin pertaining to the Age [of Messiah] (or: an
unspecified period of ruin or destruction; or: ruin for
an age; eonian destruction having the character of the
Age) [coming] from the Lord's face [= the Christ's or
Yahweh’s presence], even from the glory of His strength
(or: spreading from the manifestation which calls forth
praise regarding, and having the character of, His
strength)" – JMNT (Jonathan Mitchel New Testament)
< https://www.thehellverses.com/verse-2-ii-thessalonians-1-9>

In light of Paul’s broader context of writings,
he’s referring to the destruction that precedes
restoration. Based on the Greek readings and context,
this passage is likely not intended to be a theological
treatise on the afterlife.
<https://www.thehellverses.com/verse-2-ii-thessalonians-1-9>

These examples show that the fundamental idea that
is expressed in the words "destroy" and "destruction,"
is to reduce to ruins. A lost soul is one whose
spiritual life is in ruins. It is that class of lost
ones that our Lord came to save (Luke 19:10). This
further explains Matthew 10:28 in which the believers
are warned not to yield to the antichrist even if they
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were killed for their faith, otherwise they would
suffer from the destroying angel and be completely
reduced to ruins, physically, morally, and spiritually.
If they lost their lives through fidelity to the Lord,
that would be praiseworthy, but if they yielded to the
temptation to sin in the Tribulation or the Millennium,
then the judgment of God would be upon them, and for
their sin they would be brought to ruins in Gehenna.
Gehenna is therefore seen to be principally the place
of the burning of the corpses of certain transgressors.
It seems also that some may be cast alive into
Gehenna and burned is a 'specific' penalty. Unrepentant
sinners will suffer the specific wrath they have
'treasured' (Romans 2:5-6), but they will ultimately
perish, destroyed both body and soul (Matthew 10:28),
the second death (from which there is no resurrection).

Strong's Concordance #622
apollumi: to destroy, destroy utterly
Original Word: ἀπόλλυμι
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: apollumi
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-ol'-loo-mee)
Definition: to destroy, destroy utterly
Usage: (a) I kill, destroy, (b) I lose, mid: I am perishing (the resultant death being viewed as
certain).
* 'Apollumi' being translated
this document.

as 'lost' is analyzed later in

This must be clearly understood - Those who die as
unbelievers will experience “apollumi,” by being cast
into in the lake of fire, which is the second death.
Jesus Taught Everlasting Destruction
Jesus Christ preached that those who reject the
gospel and refuse to repent will not suffer neverending torment in hell. Let’s observe what Jesus
Himself actually taught on this issue starting with the
statement of Matthew 7:13-14.
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Unfortunately, most of humanity will be destroyed
by God's judgments. They will not gain immortality.
They will not gain life. Jesus states this plainly in
Matthew 7:13-14:
Matthew 7:13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide
[is] the gate, and broad [is] the way, that leadeth to
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:
Matthew 7:14 Because strait [is] the gate, and narrow
[is] the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be
that find it.
Life is not a hard way but a narrow way, narrow in
the sense that there is only one way, life is Jesus
Christ and that is it. There is only one way to heaven.
Its narrow, thus few will find it and many will choose
the broad way - destruction.

◄ 684. apóleia ►
Strong's Concordance
apóleia: destruction, loss
Original Word: ἀπώλεια, ας, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: apóleia
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-o'-li-a)
Definition: destruction, loss
Usage: destruction, ruin, loss, perishing; eternal ruin

The Greek word apoleia (ah-POHL-lee-ah), which is
the noun form of apollumi, refers to destruction, ruin,
loss and is often used in reference to the eternal fate
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of the ungodly. This is the case with Matthew 7:13-14
where Jesus said “wide is the gate and broad is the
road that leads to destruction (apoleia) and many enter
through it.” Jesus spoke of this destruction in direct
contrast to the “life” that would be granted to the
righteous “few;” so obviously apoleia is the direct
opposite of life, namely death.
How much clearer could the Lord possibly be here?
Destruction is the fate that awaits the “many” who will
be thrown into the lake of fire, not perpetual undying
agony in flames of torment.
And notice, again, that this is in contrast to
life that will be granted to the “few.”
Jesus made this statement in the present tense. A
present tense statement is not automatically a
statement of truth for all time.
Matthew 7:14 Because strait [is] the gate, and narrow
[is] the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be
that find it.
The key word to look at in this verse is the
word/verb "Find" in verse 14 above. The Eternal
tormenter supporters would have you believe that this
verse is showing us that the word FIND there is FUTURE
tense and if that was the case then it would indeed be
telling us that there would be FEW to EVER find the way
leading to life. BUT what happens if the word FIND is
NOT Future tense? What if it is PRESENT tense? Then the
whole verse would FAIL to uphold the Eternal tormenter
supporters view that FEW will EVER find the narrow way.
So now let's look closer at that verse and especially
that word "Find". We know the KJV version was
translated from a Greek text. Let's look at the Greek
text
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First here is the proper Strong's numbers for the
verse:

Mat 7:14 straitG4728 is theG3588 gate,G4439 andG2532 narrowG2346 is
theG3588 way,G3598 whichG3588 leadethG520 untoG1519 life,G2222 andG2532
fewG3641 there beG1526 that findG2147 it.G846
We have bolded G2147 above. Notice the parsing for this (V-PAP-NPM) See above graphic. This "V" means this is a verb, which we already knew. The
very next letter is the tense and that tense is "P" which stands here for PRESENT
Tense. So, Jesus was actually speaking here in the PRESENT Tense. He was not
saying that Few would EVER FIND the narrow way (future tense) but saying
that Few were FINDING the narrow way at that time (Present tense).
Here is a better translation of that aspect as found in the YLT (Young's
Literal Translation):
Mat 7:13 `Go ye in through the strait gate, because wide is the gate, and broad the
way that is leading to the destruction, and many are those going in through it;
Mat 7:14 how strait is the gate, and compressed the way that is leading to the life,
and few are those finding it!
Notice that the verse is much more recognized as being spoken of as in the
PRESENT tense in the YLT version. Eternal tormenters would have you believe
that the passage means few people will EVER find the way which leads to life;
future tense. But when Jesus spoke those words 2000 years ago, he said few ARE
FINDING it. Present tense, 2000 years ago. Not future tense. Nothing about lots of
people never finding the way.
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People very often make present tense statements
that are clearly not statements of truth for all time,
and it could probably be argued that most present tense
statements are not intended to be statements of truth
for all time. For example, if I say to you, “I’m
hungry”, do I mean that I will be hungry for all time
and my identity is that of a continually hungry person,
forever and ever? Obviously not. The statement is true
at that moment. If you automatically assume that every
present tense statement is a statement of truth for all
time, you’ll frequently be in error. So it is important
that we interpret Jesus’ communication with the same
common sense that we use when listening to other
communicators. We don’t automatically assume every
present tense statement is a statement of truth for all
time, so let’s not do that to Jesus either. We could
identify this as a common sense communication rule: Not
every present tense statement is a statement of truth
for all time. Jesus’ present-tense statement, made
2,000 years ago – “The way that leads to life is narrow
and few find it, and the way that leads to destruction
is wide and many go there” – was absolutely true when
He said it. And in fact it is still true today, and
will be true throughout this current age. However, the
rest of Scripture makes it clear that it will not be
true for all time into the future. In Isaiah 45:23-24,
for example, God Himself says that eventually “To Me
every knee will bow, and every tongue will swear
allegiance. They will say of Me, ‘Only in the Lord is
righteousness and strength.’” In Philippians 2:10-11
theapostle Paul quotes this statement, replacing
“swear allegiance to God” with “confess Jesus Christ as
Lord”.
And of course in Romans 10:9-10 Paul tells us that
anyone who confesses Jesus Christ as Lord will be saved.
So we are left with only two choices: either the Bible
blatantly contradicts itself (if Matt. 7:13-14 is a
blanket statement for all time, Is. 45:23-24 and
Philippians 2:10-11 blatantly contradict it), or
Matthew 7:13-14 was not a blanket statement for all
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time. The solution is obvious. Matthew 7:13-14 was
absolutely true at the moment Jesus said it, but He did
not intend it to be a blanket statement of truth for
all time. The Concordant Version often does a better
job of communicating the nuance and sense of the Greek
verb tense because it is more focused on conveying the
meaning as accurately as possible rather than being
easy to read. The Concordant Version translates Jesus’
statement like this:
“Broad is the gate and spacious is the way which is
leading away into destruction, and many are those
entering through it. Yet what a cramped gate and
narrowed way is the one leading away into life, and few
are those who are finding it.” From The Concordant
Version’s translation of the verb tenses we get more of
a sense that these activities (many people “entering”
the broad gate while few “are finding” the narrow gate)
are happening at the present moment (at the moment when
Jesus was speaking it). Unfortunately, the faster,
simpler, easier-to-read but less accurate way most
versions translate the verb tenses (“find”, “enter”)
makes it easier for our minds (particularly the mind of
a person who has been trained to believe in the pagan
afterlife) to snap into the idea that it was a blanket
statement of truth for all time. But if we allow
ourselves to make that unwarranted assumption, we make
Scripture blatantly contradict itself. The only
solution is to refuse to make an unwarranted assumption.
We must refuse to artificially add a meaning or
assumption that the communicator himself has not stated)
and The Rule of the Entire Testimony of Scripture (we
let the communicator himself – in this case God, the
author of Scripture – clarify for us any statement that
is not perfectly clear in and of itself, by statements
made at other times). Once again we see that an
unwarranted assumption made by the pagan version of the
afterlife would make Scripture blatantly contradict
itself. Once again, the solution to a possible
Scriptural self-contradiction is to refuse to
artificially add the assumptions of the pagan afterlife
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on top of Scripture, and strictly follow common sense
communication rules instead.
Jesus states of His betrayer, "It would have been
better had he not been born." (Mark 14:21)
Mark 14:21 The Son of man indeed goeth, as it is
written of him: but woe to that man by whom the Son of
man is betrayed! good were it for that man if he had
never been born.
He showing here that He knows He will be betrayed.
He knows that it was written that He should be betrayed:
Isaiah 53, Daniel 9, Zechariah 13. It was written of
Him that He was going to be betrayed and be crucified.
He knows that it was written that He should be betrayed.
It was written of Him that He was going to be betrayed
and be crucified.
However, if most human beings are facing eternal
torment, then how strange a statement this is. Should
not the Messiah rather have said (if eternal torment
was true) that it would be better if all unbelievers
had never been born. If eternal torment is true, then
clearly it would have been better for some not to have
been born. Yet Jesus reserves this statement for only
the most vile of sinners. This seems to indicate that
even for the lost, (whom God would rather have saved,
had they come to Him) it is still better to have been
born and then lost life than to never have been born at
all. In other words, God is so good, that at least they
got a chance to live a short period of time. Think this
argument in your mind over and over again and it will
clearly show the goodness of God.
In 2 Peter 3:7 apoleia (G684 below) is used to
describe the destruction of the second death:
2Peter 3:7 But the heavens and the earth, which are
now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto
fire against the day of judgment and perdition of
ungodly men.
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'The Day of Judgment' is the day when ungodly
people will suffer everlasting destruction. This is
their “eternal punishment” as God destroys “both soul
and body in hell” Please notice that its “eternal
punishment” and not “eternal punishing”; there’s a
difference.
This is the ultimate destiny of God’s enemies as
Paul verifies in Philippians 3:18-19:
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Philippians 3:18 (For many walk, of whom I have told
you often, and now tell you even weeping, [that they
are] the enemies of the cross of Christ:
Philippians 3:19 Whose end [is] destruction (G684),
whose God [is their] belly, and [whose] glory [is] in
their shame, who mind earthly things.)

As such, the Bible repeatedly refers to God’s
enemies as “doomed to destruction (apoleia)” or
“prepared for destruction (apoleia).
Apoleia is also translated as “destroyed” in
reference to the eternal fate of God’s enemies: “they
will be destroyed (apoleia)”
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Philippians 1:28 And in nothing terrified by your
adversaries: which is to them an evident token of
perdition, but to you of salvation, and that of God.

Apoleia(G684) is also translated as
“destroyed” inreference to the eternal fate of
God’s enemies: (Philippians 1:28).
Jesus repeatedly made this clear. Consider, for
example, his simple statement, “except ye repent, ye
shall all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3). This mirrors
Jesus’ statement in John 3:16 regarding the fact that
those who believe in him. “Perish” in both of these
passages is not referring to the death we all must face
at the end of this present earthly life. No, Jesus is
obviously referring to a perishing that those who
believe in him will not have to suffer — the second
death, which takes place on the Day of Judgment when
the damned are cast into the lake of fire. Revelation
20:11-15 verifies this; verses 14 and 15 state: The
lake of fire is the second death.
Revelation 20:11 And I saw a great white throne, and
him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the
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heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.
Revelation 20:12 And I saw the dead, small and great,
stand before God; and the books were opened: and
another book was opened, which is [the book] of life:
and the dead were judged out of those things which were
written in the books, according to their works.
Revelation 20:13 And the sea gave up the dead which
were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead
which were in them: and they were judged every man
according to their works.
Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the second death.
Revelation 20:15 And whosoever was not found written
in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
Jesus is dealing specifically here with the subject
of the second death and yet he says absolutely nothing
about spending eternity in undying roasting torment. If
this were true Jesus would tell us to “fear the One who
is able to preserve the soul in hell.” But this is not
what he taught. Jesus didn’t teach it because it is not
a biblical doctrine. Religion may teach it, but the
Bible does not. God is going to unenthusiastically
issue out the wages of sin and justly destroy the
unrighteous, not sadistically torture them forever.
Scripture clearly says:
James 4:12 There is one lawgiver, who is able to save
and to destroy: who art thou that judgest another?
'one' - All laws come from God He is the fountainhead
of law. Much of our law comes from the Bible.
God is going to do one of two things with people:
He’s either going to save them, that is, grant eternal
life to those who respond favorably to his love and
gracious gift of life or he’s going to justly, but
mercifully destroy them. He may or may not be the one
who personally executes this sentence, but he’s
certainly the One who authorizes it. In this sense, at
least, it is indeed God Himself who destroys the
ungodly.
This fact that God is either going to save or
destroy people based upon their freewill decision to
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accept or reject the gospel is clearly conveyed in this
verse from Mark:
Mark 16:16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.
'He that believeth' - That's a believer believing the
gospel, will be saved from the second death and granted
eternal life whereas those who do not will be destroyed,
both soul and body, in the lake of fire. This is a
simple truth.
Jesus Christ explicitly informs us what God will do
to resurrected unrepentant sinful people on the Day of
Judgment: He will destroy both soul and body in the
lake of fire, his chosen instrument of destruction.
Jesus’ present-tense statement, made 2,000 years
ago – “The way that leads to life is narrow and few
find it, and the way that leads to destruction is wide
and many go there” – was absolutely true when He said
it. And in fact it is still true today and will be true
throughout this current age. Matthew 7:13-14 was
absolutely true at the moment Jesus said it, but He did
not intend it to be a blanket statement of truth for
all time. The Concordant Version often does a better
job of communicating the nuance and sense of the Greek
verb tense because it is more focused on conveying the
meaning as accurately as possible rather than being
easy to read. The Concordant Version translates Jesus
statement like this: Review:
“Broad is the gate and spacious is the way which is
leading away into destruction, and many are those
entering through it. Yet what a cramped gate and
narrowed way is the one leading away into life, and few
are those who are finding it.”
So from The Concordant Version’s translation of the
verb tenses we get more of a sense that these
activities (many people “entering” the broad gate while
few “are finding” the narrow gate) are happening at the
present moment (at the moment when Jesus was speaking
it. Unfortunately, the faster, simpler, easier-to-read
but less accurate way most versions translate the verb
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tenses (“find”, “enter”) makes it easier for our minds
(particularly the mind of a person who has been trained
to believe in the pagan afterlife) to snap into the
idea that it was a blanket statement of truth for all
time.
The fact of the matter is this: the body and soul
of unbelievers can and will be destroyed one day. It
will be God's judgment. The process itself will include
the amount of suffering one has 'treasured' (Romans
2:5-6), but the end result according to the Bible is
destruction, death, cessation of life and thought.
Psalms 146:4 His breath goeth forth, he returneth to
his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.
Jesus taught that God would not preserve, but
destroy both soul and body one day.
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

Even if no other biblical writer ever used the
word "destroy"; one must accept the "destructibility"
of the unsaved soul even if only based upon this rock1495

solid statement of the Jesus in Matthew 10:28. Jesus
does not speak of people suffering everlasting torment.
He says that God can destroy both the body and soul in
Gehenna fire. When God destroys one in 'hell' (Gehenna),
the resulting death is eternal. There is no
resurrection from this fate, which the Bible calls “the
second death.” The Bible explains that unrepentant
sinners are cast into the lake of fire or Gehenna, at
the end of the age.
Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and
the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have
their part in the lake which burneth with fire and
brimstone: which is the second death.
Not everyone will get saved. Many will, in the end,
refuse to repent and they will suffer punishment. But
that punishment is not to burn in fire without an
ending. Rather, it is to die a death from which there
is no resurrection. The wicked will be destroyed. They
will not live for Eternity in another place or in a
state of everlasting anguish. They will reap their
destruction in the lake of fire at the end of the age.
They will be consumed virtually by the heat of the fire
and will never live again.
Plato was wrong, the soul is not indestructible.
Jesus was right, it is destructible as is confirmed in
Matthew 10:28.

3k2) The Ages and their Purpose
Eternal Punishment is only age-long
"In the best literal translations the words “aion”
and “aionios” are consistently rendered “age” and “ageabiding” or transliterated “eon” and “eonian.” See
Rotherham’s Emphasized Version; Young’s Literal
Translation or The Concordant Literal New Testament.
"The adjective aionios in like manner carries the idea
of time. Neither the noun nor the adjective, in
themselves, carry the sense of endless or everlasting.
They may acquire that sense by their connotation, as,
on the other hand, aidios, which means everlasting, has
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its meaning limited to a given point of time in Jude.
Aionios means enduring through or pertaining to a
period of time. Both the noun and the adjective are
applied to limited periods. Thus the phrase eis ton
aiona, habitually rendered forever, is often used of
duration which is limited in the very nature of the
case. See, for a few out of many instances, LXX, Exod
21:6; 29:9; 32:13; Josh. 14:9 1 Sam 8:13; Lev. 25:46;
Deut. 15:17; 1 Chron. 28:4. See also Matt. 21:19; John
13:8 1 Cor. 8:13. The same is true of aionios. Out of
150 instances in LXX, four-fifths imply limited
duration. For a few instances see Gen. 48:4; Num. 10:8;
15:15; Prov. 22:28; Jonah 2:6; Hab. 3:6; Isa. 61:17.
Words which are habitually applied to things temporal
or material cannot carry in themselves the sense of
endlessness. Even when applied to God, we are not
forced to render aionios everlasting. Of course the
life of God is endless; but the question is whether, in
describing God as aionios, it was intended to describe
the duration of his being, or whether some different
and larger idea was not contemplated. That God lives
longer than men, and lives on everlastingly and has
lived everlastingly, are, no doubt, great and
significant facts; yet they are not the dominant or the
most impressive facts in God’s relations to time. God’s
eternity does not stand merely or chiefly for a scale
of length. It is not primarily a mathematical, but a
moral fact. The relations of God to Time include and
imply far more than the bare fact of endless
continuance. They carry with them the fact that God
transcends time; works on different principles and on a
vaster scale than the wisdom of time provides;
oversteps the conditions and the motives of time;
marshals the successive aeons from a point outside of
time, on lines which run out into His own measureless
cycles, and for sublime moral ends which the creature
of threescore and ten years cannot grasp and does not
even suspect. When we say things like "God is timeless"
or "God has no beginning or end," we are trying to
explain God in terms of a dimension by which He is not
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constrained. God created time.
There is a word for everlasting if that idea is
demanded. That word 'aidios' occurs rarely in the New
Testament and in LXX does not prove that its place was
taken by aionios. It rather goes to show that less
importance was attached to the bare idea of
everlastingness than later theological thought has
given it. Paul uses the word once, in Rom. 1:20, where
he speaks of “the everlasting power and divinity of
God.” In Rom. 16:26 he speaks of the eternal God (tou
aioniou theou); but that he does not mean the
everlasting God is perfectly clear from the context. He
has said that “the mystery” has been kept in silence in
times eternal (chronois aioniois), by which he does not
mean everlasting times, but the successive a
eons which elapsed before Christ was proclaimed. God
therefore is described as the God of the aeons, the God
who pervaded and controlled those periods before the
incarnation. To the same effect is the title ‘o
basileus ton aionon, the King of the aeons (dictionary
spelling of eon), applied to God in 1 Tim. 1:17; Rev.
15:3. The phrase 'pro chronon aionion', before eternal
times (2Timothy 1:9; Tit. 1:2), cannot mean
before everlasting times. To say that God bestowed
grace on men or promised them eternal life before
endless times would be absurd.
"The phrase pro chronon aionion, before eternal
times (2 Tim. 1:9; Tit. 1:2), cannot mean before
everlasting times. To say that God bestowed grace on
men, or promised them eternal life before endless times,
would be absurd. The meaning is of old, as Luke 1:70.
The grace and the promise were given in time, but far
back in the ages, before the times of reckoning the
aeons. Zoe aionios eternal life, which occurs 42 times
in N. T., but not in LXX, is not endless life, but life
pertaining to a certain age or aeon, or continuing
during that eon. Life may be endless. The life in union
with Christ is endless, but the fact is not expressed
by aionios. Kolasis aionios, rendered everlasting
punishment (Matt. 25:46), is the punishment peculiar to
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an eon other then that in which Christ is speaking. In
some cases zoe aionios does not refer specifically to
the life beyond time, but rather to the eon or
dispensation of Messiah which succeeds the legal
dispensation. See Matt. 19:16; John 5:39. John says
that zoe aionios is the present possession of those who
believe on the Son of God, John 3:36; 5:24; 6:47,54.
The Father's commandment is zoe aionios, John 1250; to
know the only true God and Jesus Christ is zoe aionios.
John 17:3."
The meaning is of old, as in Luke 1:70. The grace and
the promise were given in time, but far back in the
ages, before the times of reckoning the eons.
"Thus, while aionios carries the idea of time,
though not of endlessness, there belongs to it also,
more or less, a sense of quality. Its character is
ethical rather than mathematical. The deepest
significance of the life beyond time lies, not in
endlessness, but in the moral quality of the aeon into
which the life passes. It is comparatively unimportant
whether or not the rich fool, when his soul was
required of him (Luke 12:20), entered upon a state that
was endless. The principal, the tremendous fact, as
Christ unmistakably puts it, was that, in the new aeon,
the motives, the aims, the conditions, the successes
and awards of time counted for nothing. In time, his
barns and their contents were everything; the soul was
nothing. In the new life the soul was first and
everything, and the barns and storehouses nothing. The
bliss of the sanctified does not consist primarily in
its endlessness, but in the nobler moral conditions of
the new aeon, the years of the holy and eternal God.
Duration is a secondary idea. When it enters it enters
as an accompaniment and outgrowth of moral conditions."
- Marvin R. Vincent , author of 'The Word Studies
in the New Testament'
<https://what-the-hell-is-hell.com/2010/aionole>

“Age-abiding” pertains to the ages, that is,
something that occurs within the ages. However, we
should discipline ourselves to use these words as found
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in the original, which are “eon” and “eonian.” The
reason is because the word “age” does not have an
adjective like “eonian” and also portrays another
meaning in the Greek, known as stature and coming of
age. “Eon” means an indefinite long period of time. Look
at the many different meanings that English translators
gave to the word “eon” and its adjective “eonian”.
The noun “eon” comes from the Hebrew word olam, and
the Greek word aiōn. Olam comes from a root meaning
“hidden.” The word therefore means a period of time,
but a period of unknown or hidden length, the duration
of which is determined by the fact or condition or
person to which the term is applied. The adjective
eonian comes from the Greek word aiōnios. These words
are more commonly known as “age” and “age-abiding”
respectively.
“Age-abiding” pertains to the ages, that is,
something that occurs within the ages. However, we
should discipline ourselves to use these words as found
in the original, which are “eon” and “eonian.” The
reason is because the word “age” does not have an
adjective like “eonian” and also portrays another
meaning in the Greek, known as stature, and coming of
age. Consider the following verse:
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Hebrews 11:11 Through faith also Sara herself received
strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child
when she was past age, because she judged him faithful
who had promised.

◄ 2244. hélikia ►
Strong's Concordance
hélikia: maturity, i.e. age
Original Word: ἡλικία, ας, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: hélikia
Phonetic Spelling: (hay-lik-ee'-ah)
Definition: maturity, age
Usage: age, term of life; full age, maturity; stature.
HELPS Word-studies
2244 hēlikía (from hēlix, "full-aged") – properly, the end-stage of a full life-span (Mt 6:27; Jn
9:21,23; Heb 11:11, etc).
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Review: “Age” means an indefinite long period of
time. Eon goes back to the Greek aiōn, "age." An age is
not easy to measure and neither is an eon. Both are
just really long periods of time Look at the many
different meanings that English translators gave to the
word “eon” and its adjective “eonian”, (the numbers in
parentheses represent the number of times these words
are thus translated).
EON
age (2)
ever (2)
world (32)
eternal (2)
never (7)
forever and ever (21)
for ever (27)
course(1)
beginning of the world (2)
forever more (3)
without end (1)
while the world standeth (1)
The noun “eon” comes from the Hebrew word olam and
the Greek word aion. Olam comes from a root meaning
“hidden.” The word therefore means a period of time,
but a period of unknown or hidden length, the duration
of which is determined by the fact or condition or
person to which the term is applied.
The adjective eonian comes from the Greek word
aionios. These words are more commonly known as “age”
and “age-abiding” respectively. “Age-abiding” pertains
to the ages, that is, something that occurs within the
ages.
So we should discipline ourselves to use these
words as found in the original, which are “eon” and
“eonian.” The reason is because the word “age” does not
have an adjective like “eonian” and also portrays
another meaning in the Greek, known as stature, and
coming of age. Consider the following similar verse
(John 9:23):
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John 9:20 His parents answered them and said, We know
that this is our son, and that he was born blind:
John 9:21 But by what means he now seeth, we know not;
or who hath opened his eyes, we know not: he is of age;
ask him: he shall speak for himself.
John 9:22 These [words] spake his parents, because
they feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed already,
that if any man did confess that he was Christ, he
should be put out of the synagogue.
John 9:23 Therefore said his parents, He is of age;
ask him.
"The man’s parents duck the question (vs. 21), although they knew perfectly
well how he was healed. Their motive was FEAR (vs. 22) as it is explained in John
12:42–43, as well as here. “THEREFORE said his parents, He is of age; ask him.”
- John Commentary, Dr. Ruckman

3k3) God torturing sinners eternally in a fiery
hell is completely unscriptural
The Scriptures speak strongly against the idea of a
loving God torturing the wicked eternally in a fiery
hell. Rather, as we shall prove in this document, there
is strong scriptural support for the literal
everlasting destruction (perishing) of those who die as
unbelievers (the unsaved person), evidence which is so
immense it allows us to provide more than enough strong
Scriptural support to prove this. This document will
only concern itself with the ultimate fate of human
unbelievers, not the fate of the entire Creation.
The fear of going to a place called 'hell' and
being tortured eternally naturally causes apprehension
in the unbeliever. This fear can be used to target that
particular segment of a church congregation in order to
make them more compliant. According to the early
Christian fathers like Origen 'hell' was a good way to
control the behavior of the unwashed masses, but no
wise man believed in it. And 'hell' has always been a
convenient way to increase conversions, church
attendance and revenues.
If at any time God, Jesus, the Hebrew prophets, or
any of the apostles were aware of the existence of an
1503

"eternal hell," they should have immediately warned
human beings. A loving Creator would shout the warning
very loud, clear, and often, if eternal punishment was
the fate of the unrighteous. But there are no such
warnings in the Bible. In fact, if we read the Bible
chronologically from the beginning of Genesis to the
end of the book of Acts (the recorded history of the
early Christian church), we will not find a single
verse in which God or any Hebrew prophet or Jesus or
any apostle ever mentioned a place called "hell." This
is true because, as we shall prove, all the words
translated as 'hell' in the King James Bible (and
possibly in many other Bible versions - Sheol (Hebrew),
Hades, Tartarus and Gehenna (Greek) do not mean "hell.”
Most unfortunately however, 'hell' also portrays God as
a cruel, even a sadistic individual.
Most of our popular concepts of hell can be found
in the writings of Roman Catholic writers like the
Italian poet Dante Alighieri (1265–1321), author of
Dante’s Inferno. The English poet John Milton (1608–
1674), author of Paradise Lost, set forth the same
concepts in a fashion highly acceptable to the Roman
Catholic faith (See Appendix for details).
However, none of these nor any other concept of
hell can be found in the teaching of Jesus Christ.
Some say that God, who is Infinite Love does
torment people forever. But only an extremely cruel
individual would torment anyone endlessly.
We have been taught that:
The punishment for our finite crimes is infinite
punishment in the case of one who dies unsaved.
Many claim that "unrepentant sin must receive an
infinite punishment" because "God is infinite". Some
even claim that breaking His 'eternal' laws is
additional reason for infinite punishment. However,
there is no relationship between these things and the
necessity for him to punish anyone forever. It cannot
be explained scripturally because no basis for it
exists in Scripture. In actuality, God retains the
power to forgive whomever He chooses because He is
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sovereign.
There is another problem with infinite punishment.
No deed that a human being could possibly commit merits
such a punishment. It is stressed by the Bible and
virtually all religions that God is just (one of His
attributes is Justice) and it is a fundamental part of
justice that the punishment must be proportionate to
the crime. According to sentencing expert Professor Tom
O'Malley. "It is a constitutional requirement that
sentencing be proportionate to the guilt of the
accused," he said. It is impossible to equate that with
infinite punishment which is infinitely
disproportionate when compared to any human act. No
matter how monstrous a person was in life, no matter
how evil their crimes, they can only have inflicted a
finite amount of harm, and no finite sin can deserve an
infinite amount of punishment. The pagan concept of
eternal (trillions upon trillions of years of endless)
torture, burning and screaming, as a punishment would
be way out of proportion with any crime it is possible
to commit in a mere 100 years (or in many cases, much
less) on this earth. In order for trillions of years of
torture to be a just punishment, the person being
punished must have tortured others for trillions of
years. Endless punishment clearly makes no logical or
philosophical sense. On the other hand, death
(unconsciousness, inability to operate and interact
with your environment) is a just – perfectly fair and
reasonable – punishment for sin. This harmonizes with
Scripture:
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
One may claim that these principles, because they
are developed by Man, are Man's doctrine and are not in
harmony with God's justice. However, Professor
O'Malley's notion that sentencing be proportionate to
the guilt of the accused is actually supported by
Scripture.
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3l) The Principle of Proportional Punishment Was Given
to Men by God
Throughout the Bible, we see God using the
principle of proportional punishment to judge people.
When people sincerely repent, God graciously gives us
less than proportional punishment, but He never gives
more.
Let us repeat:

<Rethinking Hell: Readings in Evangelical Conditionalism edited by Christopher Date, Gregory Stump>

This truth is expressed in many ways and with
different phrases such as “according to their deeds”,
“repay” and “avenge”.
ACCORD'ING, participle present tense 2. Suitable;
agreeable; in accordance with.
- Websters dictionary 1828
2Samuel 3:39 And I [am] this day weak, though anointed
king; and these men the sons of Zeruiah [be] too hard
for me: the LORD shall reward the doer of evil
according to his wickedness.
Psalms 28:4 Give them according to their deeds, and
according to the wickedness of their endeavors: give
them after the work of their hands; render to them
their desert.
Jeremiah 25:14 For many nations and great kings shall
serve themselves of them also: and I will recompense
them according to their deeds, and according to the
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works of their own hands.
Matthew 16:27 For the Son of man shall come in the
glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall
reward every man according to his works.
This principle lines up with that which God gave
to Israel:
Exodus 21:23 And if [any] mischief follow, then thou
shalt give life for life,
Exodus 21:24 Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for
hand, foot for foot,
Exodus 21:25 Burning for burning, wound for wound,
stripe for stripe.
This principle is repeated in other passages:
Leviticus 24:19 And if a man cause a blemish in his
neighbour; as he hath done, so shall it be done to him;
Leviticus 24:20 Breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth
for tooth: as he hath caused a blemish in a man, so
shall it be done to him [again].
Deuteronomy 19:21 And thine eye shall not pity; [but]
life [shall go] for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth,
hand for hand, foot for foot.
"Our own judicial system is built upon this
principle of an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.
If you jaywalk, you should not get the death penalty.
Justice requires that you only receive a $50 ticket.
But if you pull out a gun and intentionally shoot
seventeen people in an elementary school, you should
not receive a $50 fine. Such a cold-blooded murder
should receive the death penalty seventeen times over.
Every crime is not the same, and every punishment is
not the same, because God is just and equitable."
Proverbs 1:3 To receive the instruction of wisdom,
justice, and judgment, and equity;
Proverbs 2:9 Then shalt thou understand righteousness,
and judgment, and equity; [yea], every good path.
"If we say that all sin is the same, that would mean
that God is unjust and does not operate an equitable
kingdom. God does not give the same punishment for
every sin. Among those who live their life as a slave
to sin, for some, it will be more severe in the
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judgment than for others. Hell will be hotter for some
than for others. Because God is perfectly just and
inflexibly equitable, He does not give the same
paycheck to everyone. Some have earned a far greater
judgment and damnation than others."
<http://www.onepassionministries.org/transcripts/2018/7/30/the-final-outcome-romans-623>

Proverbs 2:8 He keepeth the paths of judgment, and
preserveth the way of his saints.
Proverbs 2:9 Then shalt thou understand righteousness,
Proverbs 11:1 A false balance [is] abomination to the
LORD: but a just weight [is] his delight.
God’s delight is in a “just weight”. Would the God
who created these 'mathematics' bypass them in order to
torture men infinitely for finite wrongs? We would
accuse any judge of being unfair if they did not use
just means of determining punishment. Yet we seem to
think God is below using accurate weights.
Hebrews 2:2 For if the word spoken by angels was
stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience
received a just recompence of reward;
"That is, it was an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth,
etc. (see Exodus 21:23–25). There was nothing cruel or
unnatural about any of this, as modern humanists would
have you believe. Strangely, the humanists (who are all
evolutionists) refuse to recognize the laws of nature
when the problem of SIN comes up. Homosexuals receive a
recompence they deserve (Rom. 1:27), in their own
bodies, without the law courts doing anything. The
flesh reaps what it sows (Gal. 6:7–8) under the law or
under grace. When you jump off the Empire State
Building, you do NOT “defy the laws of gravity.” You
come under them, and they pay you back for what you
have coming."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S. Hebrews Commentary (The
Bible Believer's Commentary Series)
Scripture states that God intends to reward Man
“according to the results of his deeds”.
Romans 2:5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart
treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of
wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God;
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Romans 2:6 Who will render to every man according to
his deeds:
Isaiah 59:18 According to [their] deeds, accordingly
he will repay, fury to his adversaries, recompence to
his enemies; to the islands he will repay recompence
Note that there are many cases where grace may
allow for less than “an eye for an eye”, but there is
never a call for more than “an eye for an eye”.
Throughout the Bible, we see God using the
principle of proportional punishment to judge people.
When people sincerely repent, God may graciously give
us less than proportional punishment, but He never
gives more.
Proportional punishment is taught throughout
Scripture. In addition, God has given even unbelievers
a basic, actually an inherent knowledge that their sins
deserve death.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Romans 1:30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful,
proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient
to parents,
Romans 1:31 Without understanding, covenantbreakers,
without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful:
Romans 1:32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they
which commit such things are worthy of death, not only
do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.
Paul is writing about all people, especially
focusing on unbelievers here. Unbelievers have a basic,
correct, God given knowledge of what their sins deserve.
Their God given conscious does not tell them they
deserve to be tortured forever. It tells them they
deserve death. They probably do not realize that they
will be resurrected, judged, and likely suffer
consciously, preceding or during the process of dying a
second time.
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Romans 1:20 For the invisible things of him from the
creation of the world are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, [even] his
eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without
excuse:
" So no man anywhere has an excuse for being an atheist.
Every unsaved man can know that God is eternal, that He
is all-powerful (omnipotent, Rev. 19:6). and that He is
a Trinity. The Bible word for the Trinity is “the
Godhead.”
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S. Romans Commentary
Later Paul writes:
Romans 2:5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart
treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of
wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God;
Romans 2:6 Who will render to every man according to
his deeds:
Romans 2:7 To them who by patient continuance in well
doing seek for glory and honour and immortality,
eternal life:
Romans 2:8 But unto them that are contentious, and do
not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness,
indignation and wrath,
Notice that only some people (believers) will live
forever. The others get what they deserve, which is the
second death. This same truth is emphasized later in
Romans (Romans 6:23). A review of this verse:
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
A review of this verse:
" Romans 6:23 can be a reference to eternal death in the
case of a lost man."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S. Romans Commentary (The
Bible Believers Commentary Series)
We should note that the main thrust of this verse
is talking about the results of a Christian’s service.
If a Christian serves sin, he brings death on himself.
As we have already said, he can kill his ability to
bear fruit for Christ. But more than that, he/she can
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sin to the point of forcing God to kill him (1 Cor.
11:30; 1 John 5:16). But when a Christian receives the
gift of God - eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord, he is separated from his sin. He no longer need
serve it. He can allow “eternal life” to bear holiness
in his life.
The bottom line is that, in this age, only those
who receive Jesus Christ receive the gift of eternal
life. The others receive the wages of sin, which is
death after receiving whatever wrath they have
'treasured'. (See Romans 2:5-6, which is covered in
detail later in this document.)
The fact that sinners do not know all the details
of the Creation does not change the accuracy of their
basic feeling that they deserve death.
As we shall show, in the case of those who die as
unrepentant sinners, they will experience the second
death in the lake of fire. This will be destructive
death where God will destroy both body/soul (Matthew
10:28), but only after the sinner suffers for the wrath
he/she has done while alive (Romans 2:5-6). In other
words, contrary to what is commonly taught, all
unrepentant sinners do not receive the same wrath.
Consider it this way, if you jumped into a bonfire,
would you not experience conscious suffering for a
brief period before losing consciousness and ultimately
burning to death? Of course, you would. It’s the same
principle with the second death when God casts the
damned into the lake of fire; the difference being that
the period of suffering will be meted out to each
individual according to their degree of sinful guilt as
divine justice dictates. The period of conscious
suffering may last a split second, a few seconds, one
minute, an hour, a day, a week, or longer. It all
depends on whom we’re talking about. Are we talking
about the ungodly lady or a war criminal who is
responsible for the horrible suffering and deaths of
millions of people. Perhaps God will determine that he
deserves to experience the suffering and death of those
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millions before his ultimate extinction. It's just
speculation on how it is done. It’s up to the Supreme
Judge to decide.
Matthew 10:15 Verily I say unto you, It shall be more
tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrha in the day
of judgment, than for that city.
“More tolerable” says plainly that it will be easier to
“tolerate” or “put up with” the judgment, for some
people than for others. Christ’s comparisons (always
picked carefully and for a purpose) show that the New
Testament sin of Israel in rejecting Christ as the
King-Messiah was a greater sin than the sex-perversion
of the Sodomites."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S. Gospel of Matthew
Commentary
Accepting this helps explain a couple statements
Jesus made. For instance:
Matthew 11:24 But I say unto you, That it shall be
more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of
judgment, than for thee.
"The is a degree of punishment. Two are going to be
punished, but one more tolerably than the other. That's
consistent with Bible revelation. There are different
degrees of punishment."
- Dr Estep
"“More tolerable for the land” is a strong and clear
implication that there are degrees of punishment at the
Last Judgment even to those who spend eternity in the
Lake of Fire. Degrees of punishment is a clear teaching
of both Testaments (see Deut. 32:22; Psa. 86:13; Matt.
23:14; Rev. 20:13–15). “More tolerable” says plainly
that it will be easier to “tolerate” or “put up with”
the judgment, for some people than for others. Christ’s
comparisons (always picked carefully and for a purpose)
show that the New Testament sin of Israel in rejecting
Christ as the King-Messiah was a greater sin than the
sex-perversion of the Sodomites."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S. Gospel of Matthew
Commentary
Supporters of eternal torment have used this verse
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to support the idea that there will be varying degrees
of ceaseless torture — as if never-ending torment isn’t
bad enough. For example, in the case of Capernaum,
eternal torturists argue that the people of this city
will receive a harsher judgment and consequently, a
greater degree of perpetual roasting torment. The whole
point Jesus is making in this section of Scripture
(Matthew 11:20-24 & Luke 10:12-15) is that the
unrepentant cities of Korazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum,
where he preached and performed great miracles, are
guilty of even greater sins than the infamous cities of
Tyre, Sidon and Sodom. Because of this, Jesus says it’s
going to be “more bearable… on the day of judgment” for
Sodom than for these unrepentant cities. Please note
that Christ said it would be more bearable on the Day
of Judgment, not more bearable for all eternity,
experiencing fiery conscious torment in the lake of
fire. Jesus is simply pointing out that, on Judgment
Day, the second death will be more bearable for the
people of Sodom than for the people of Capernaum
according to Divine justice. Why? Because the people of
Capernaum are guilty of a greater degree of sin. That’s
simple enough to understand. We should just allow
Scripture to say what it literally says and not feel
compelled to add to it or take away (Revelation 22:1819). In this case, adherents of eternal torment read
way too much into Jesus’ simple statement, no doubt
because people are striving for biblical support of
their position.
Jesus also implied that God’s enemies would
experience varying degrees of conscious suffering at
the second death when he said that corrupt religious
teachers would “receive greater damnation” or will be
punished most severely.
Mark 12:40 Which devour widows' houses, and for a
pretence make long prayers: these shall receive greater
damnation.
Luke 20:47 Which devour widows' houses, and for a shew
make long prayers: the same shall receive greater
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damnation (judgment (See graphic below).

Strong's Concordance
krima: a judgment
Original Word: κρίμα, ατος, τό
Part of Speech: Noun, Neuter
Transliteration: krima
Phonetic Spelling: (kree'-mah)
Definition: a judgment
Usage: (a) a judgment, a verdict; sometimes implying an adverse verdict, a condemnation, (b) a
case at law, a lawsuit.
HELPS Word-studies
Cognate: 2917 kríma (a neuter noun derived from 2919 /krínō, "to distinguish, judge") –
judgment, emphasizing its result (note the -ma suffix). This is everlasting damnation (torment)
for the unredeemed (the usual implication of 2319 /theostygḗs) – or the eternal benefits that come
from the Lord's judgment in favor of the redeemed (cf. Rev 20:4). See 2919 (krinō). 2917 /kríma
("the results of a judgment") dramatically Links cause-to-effect. Indeed, every decision (action)
we make carries inevitable eternal results (cf. Ecc 12;14).

Note: 'Damnation' is always a mistranslation of
'judgment'. See section 2a for details.
We’ve already determined from numerous passages
that the unredeemed will suffer utter destruction of
soul (self) (the soul, which is in body - the blood) at
the second death, but some will justly experience a
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severer degree of suffering when this destruction
occurs.
*God, like a wise human judge, will judge fairly and
wisely in each individual case, “according to their
deeds” – and then the death that follows is an
additional lesson. God is actually fair and just! And
not only in His “mysterious way” that is impossible to
understand, but in a way that makes sense to the heart
and mind of every human being. Pagan-inherited doctrine
morphs God into a monster whose actions violate our
sense of justice. But why would you want to serve a God
who doesn't explain why He does what He does or why He
(supposedly) violates the very sense of fairness and
decency He built into us, even to those who seek Him?
Thankfully, God actually makes sense, and in a way that
lines up perfectly with the sense of justice He built
into every human being. God's thinking processes and
reasons for doing what He does actually make logical
sense. And He has explained it all perfectly in
Scripture so that those who seek Him can understand
exactly why He’s doing everything He’s doing. God will
judge “every one” – the Word goes out of its way to let
us know that He will judge each individual separately –
“according to their deeds”. Then, after this occurs,
they all get the same temporary punishment – death as a
lesson for all of them. The point is God’s judgment is
about correction and learning lessons, not just about
punishment. If it were just about a blanket punishment
for all, God would not bother to judge “every one”
individually; He’d just kill them and throw them
straight in the lake of fire. But then again – what
would be the point of waking them up from death only to
kill them again right away? You can see how the main
point of this whole scene in Revelation 20:11-15 is the
personal judgment of each individual, not the temporary
putting-back-to-death. And what would be the point of
going over the specifics of each person’s earthly life,
if not to help and correct* the person?
*Of course, not every sinner will humble themselves to
God. If not he/she will ultimately die in the lake of
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fire.
This aspect of the second death is actually
'comforting' if you reflect on it. It suggests that
everybody’s going to get exactly what he or she justly
deserves on Judgment Day. All throughout human history
evildoers have unfortunately “gotten away” with their
wicked deeds: murderers, molesters, sadists, rapists,
robbers, oppressors, tyrants, slanderers, false
testifiers, etc.; but we can take comfort in the fact
that God’s justice will ultimately prevail and every
unrepentant person will justly “get what’s coming to
him or her.”
Thus, the view of everlasting destruction allows
for all the conscious pain that Divine justice might
require for any sinner to suffer according to his or
her personal degree of guilt. In other words, the
second death does not necessarily occur in an instant,
but conscious life will be extinguished as any
suffering experienced mercifully ends in death—eternal
death - death that lasts forever. When we use the word
“judgment” in everyday speech, we don’t mean “throwing
everybody, regardless of their level of crime, alive
into a fire pit to be tortured for all eternity”; we
simply mean “wise decision-making about a difficult or
critical issue”.
Revelation 20:11 And I saw a great white throne, and
him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the
heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.
Revelation 20:12 And I saw the dead, small and great,
stand before God; and the books were opened: and
another book was opened, which is [the book] of life:
and the dead were judged out of those things which were
written in the books, according to their works.
Revelation 20:13 And the sea gave up the dead which
were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead
which were in them: and they were judged every man
according to their works.
Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the second death.
Revelation 20:15 And whosoever was not found written
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in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
Revelation 20:14-15 says nothing about punishment
lasting forever. Like the fire in the Valley of
Gehinnom at the beginning of Jesus’ 1,000-year earthly
reign, the “lake” of fire will be a physical fire where
physical bodies will be destroyed. The people whose
bodies will be destroyed in this fire will either be
killed before their bodies go into the fire, or they
will die instantly when thrown into it, experiencing a
brief moment of pain before they die.
Like the fire in the Valley of Gehinnom at the
beginning of Jesus’ 1,000-year earthly reign, the “lake”
of fire will be a physical fire where physical bodies
will be destroyed. Like the fire in the Valley of
Gehinnom at the beginning of Jesus’ 1,000-year earthly
reign, the “lake” of fire will be a physical fire where
physical bodies will be destroyed. The people whose
bodies will be destroyed in this fire will either be
killed before their bodies go into the fire, or they
will die instantly when thrown into it, experiencing a
brief moment of pain before they die. The people who
will be thrown into the lake of fire will be in
temporarily resurrected mortal physical bodies before
they are thrown there.
Review: The Bible uses two different terms for two
different types of resurrection. When describing how
most of humanity (anyone not given faith in this
current age, see Eph. 1:4, 2:8-9) will be resurrected
to be judged at the White Throne of God in the future,
the Bible uses the term “up-live” (revive) (Rev. 20:5).
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Revelation 20:5 But the rest of the dead lived not
again until the thousand years were finished. This [is]
the first resurrection.

But a different, special term is used to describe
people getting an immortal body - “vivification”. In 1
Corinthians 15:20-28. we see the Apostle Paul describe
the three distinct instances of “vivification” that
will occur in human history. (The first, the
resurrection of Christ into a physical immortal body,
has already occurred of course; the other two
“vivifications” Paul refers to – the Rapture, and a
third one which has not yet occurred.
1Corinthians 15:22 For as in Adam all die, even so in
Christ shall all be made alive.
1Corinthians 15:23 But every man in his own order:
Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are
Christ's at his coming.
Websters dictionary 1828 - vivification
1. The act of giving life; revival.
When the reversal of death is described as
vivification, a term which emphasizes the spirit of
life, then we are warranted in looking for
superabundant life. Resurrection implies life. Rousing
requires life. Vivification brings immortality. Those
who are "made alive" (vivified) are beyond the domain
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of death. Those who are roused or raised may die again.
When one dies he is no longer mortal, but dead. We do
not read, 'It is sown a mortal body', for men should
not bury the mortal, but the dead. When enjoying their
utmost vigor men are mortal and condemned to die. There
are two ways to escape from mortality. One is by death,
which consummates and ends mortality; and the other is
by way of vivification, in which this mortal puts on
immortality.

The Greek word, zooopoieoo, 1Corinthians 15:52
(above) is compounded of two elements, LIVE-make, and
means to vivify, or make alive. We get the word vivify
from Latin, vivus, alive, and facio, to make. It is to
be preferred to make alive because it is one word and
to quicken because it has not yet acquired a secondary
meaning. We will give every occurrence of this word,
and it will appear that it is never used to describe
resurrection only, though it sometimes may involve it.
It invariably means the making alive of what is dead or
mortal. Scripture gives examples of vivification in the
vegetable, physical, and spiritual realms. Never does
it describe an accession or increase of life already
possessed. Indeed, the rule seems to be that, whatever
the subject, it cannot be vivified except it die. Our
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mortal bodies are proper subjects for vivification
because in contrast to our quickened spirit they are
said to be dead. When vivified they will become
spiritual bodies. (See the section on Vivification.)
When this mortal puts on immortality it is
swallowed up by life, or changed in an instant. The
same change from mortality to life is spoken of in
Philippians 3:21:
Philippians 3:21 Who shall change our vile body, that
it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body,
according to the working whereby he is able even to
subdue all things unto himself.

Again, consider that God's justness is used
inpunishing people according to their deeds:
1) Revelation 11:18 And the nations were angry, and thy
wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they
should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward
unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and
them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest
destroy them which destroy the earth.
"God will destroy the oppressors because they are
those who destroy the earth (i.e., His people). The use
of the same verb in describing both God’s judgment and
the oppression of the godless is to emphasize once
again the OT principle of the punishment fitting the
crime." (Beale, Revelation, a Shorter Commentary, 237,
bold type emphasis is from Beale)
"There is an appropriateness in God’s tailoring the
punishment to fit the crime." (Mounce, The Book of
Revelation, Revised, 227, commenting on Revelation
11:18)
2) Revelation 16:4 And the third angel poured out his
vial upon the rivers and fountains of waters; and they
became blood.
In this passage, an angel turns waters into blood.
The justice of this punishment is explained in terms of
proportional punishment.
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"Those who have oppressed Israel will be dealt with
in the manner that Israel has been treated, which
includes various forms of suffering up to and including
death. This 'eye-for-eye' punishment is indicated by
Deuteronomy 19:21.
Deuteronomy 19:21 And thine eye shall not pity; [but]
life [shall go] for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth,
hand for hand, foot for foot.
Isaiah 49:26 And I will feed them that oppress thee
with their own flesh; and they shall be drunken with
their own blood, as with sweet wine: and all flesh
shall know that I the LORD [am] thy Saviour and thy
Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob.
Drinking blood is thus not a limited reference to
death, but to all kinds of suffering, including death.
"The precise reason people suffer under the judgment of
this bowl is that they have caused God’s people to
suffer."(Beale, 334)
3) Jeremiah 50:29 Call together the archers against
Babylon: all ye that bend the bow, camp against it
round about; let none thereof escape: recompense her
according to her work; according to all that she hath
done, do unto her: for she hath been proud against the
LORD, against the Holy One of Israel.
John follows the prophetic traditions – ‘Repay her
for her deeds; do to her as she had done’ (Jer 50:29)”
(Mounce,328).
5) Revelation 20:12 And I saw the dead, small and great,
stand before God; and the books were opened: and
another book was opened, which is [the book] of life:
and the dead were judged out of those things which were
written in the books, according to their works.
Revelation 20:13 And the sea gave up the dead which
were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead
which were in them: and they were judged every man
according to their works.
Repetition of words and phrases is one way the
Bible emphasizes things.
"The Great White Throne Judgment is not arbitrary,
but is based on the evidence written by the life of
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every person. Books are opened, and the dead are
judged on the basis of what they have done as recorded
therein. The teaching of judgment by works runsthroughout both the OT
and the NT.

Psalms 62:12 Also unto thee, O Lord, [belongeth] mercy:
for thou renderest to every man according to his work.
- gives expression to the commonly accepted
principle that God requites a person according to his
works. In
Jeremiah 17:10 I the LORD search the heart, [I] try
the reins, even to give every man according to his ways,
[and] according to the fruit of his doings.
God says, “I the LORD search the heart and examine the
mind, to reward a man according to his conduct,
according to what his deeds deserve.” The same
principle is taught in the NT. Paul writes that God
“will render to every man according to his deeds”
Romans 2:6 Who will render to every man according to
his deeds:
and Peter reminds his readers that God “judges each
man’s work impartially”
1Peter 1:17 And if ye call on the Father, who without
respect of persons judgeth according to every man's
work, pass the time of your sojourning [here] in fear:
- (Mounce, 376)"
< https://parresiazomai.blogspot.com/2017/02/>

So the Bible states that the punishment should
always be proportional (in proportion) to the crime.
One may argue over exactly how to apply this principle,
but the basic principle is one the Bible agrees with.
The root of this fairness is because God is merciful.
Psalms 103:1 <<[A Psalm] of David.>> Bless the LORD, O
my soul: and all that is within me, [bless] his holy
name.
Psalms 103:2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not
all his benefits:
Psalms 103:3 Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who
healeth all thy diseases;
Psalms 103:4 Who redeemeth thy life from destruction;
who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender
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mercies;
Psalms 103:5 Who satisfieth thy mouth with good
[things; so that] thy youth is renewed like the eagle's.
Psalms 103:6 The LORD executeth righteousness and
judgment for all that are oppressed.
Psalms 103:7 He made known his ways unto Moses, his
acts unto the children of Israel.
Psalms 103:8 The LORD [is] merciful and gracious, slow
to anger, and plenteous in mercy.
Psalms 103:9 He will not always chide: neither will he
keep [his anger] for ever.
Psalms 103:10 He hath not dealt with us after our sins;
nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.
Psalms 103:11 For as the heaven is high above the
earth, [so] great is his mercy toward them that fear
him.
Psalms 103:12 As far as the east is from the west, [so]
far hath he removed our transgressions from us.
Psalms 103:13 Like as a father pitieth [his] children,
[so] the LORD pitieth them that fear him.
Psalms 103:14 For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth
that we [are] dust.
Psalms 103:15 [As for] man, his days [are] as grass:
as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth.
Psalms 103:16 For the wind passeth over it, and it is
gone; and the place thereof shall know it no more.
Psalms 103:17 But the mercy of the LORD [is] from
everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him, and
his righteousness unto children's children;
This Psalm is about mercy, the nature of mercy (4),
the measure of mercy (8), the scope of mercy (11) and
the duration of mercy (17). Everything within us should
praise God, because He forgives (3), heals (3),
redeems (4), crowns (4), satisfies (5) and renews (6).
A knowledge of His ways (7) is better than just a
knowledge of His acts. But repayment according to
iniquities is precisely what awaits the unbeliever:
Jeremiah 17:10 I the LORD search the heart, [I] try
the reins, even to give every man according to his ways,
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[and] according to the fruit of his doings. God is
merciful. So the justice of God means that
He never punishes people who don't deserve it and He
never gives people more punishment than they deserve.
His mercy means that He sometimes gives less punishment
to wrongdoers than they deserve and more rewards to
'rightdoers' than they deserve.
Romans 9:15 For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy
on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion
on whom I will have compassion.
"You don’t decide whether God will have mercy on
you; God decides whether He will have mercy on you. But
God bases that decision on the conditions He has set
for showing His mercy to a sinner. ... God visited that
iniquity on the children of “them that hate me.” It was
based on a decision the sinner made and what that
sinner did. “And shewing mercy...
To whom?
Exodus 20:6 And shewing mercy unto thousands of them
that love me, and keep my commandments.
God set a condition for His mercy. Those who met
that condition found mercy. Those who didn’t found His
wrath. A person could not will to make God have mercy
on him, but he could will to meet God’s condition for
mercy. ...
“The New Testament application is clear. God has
chosen to show a sinner mercy in Jesus Christ. So
anyone who comes to Jesus Christ in the way God
prescribed — by faith in His atoning work receives
God’s mercy. Sure, there was nothing he could do to
force God to have mercy on Him, but by doing what the
Lord told him to do to get that mercy, he could receive
it. You will come to God on His terms, or you won’t
come. You can try to theologically excuse your way out
of it, but when all is said and done, the only person
you have to blame for your damnation is you, yourself.
God set the terms of the peace treaty, and you wouldn’t
sign."
- 'The Book of Romans' By Dr. Peter S. Ruckman
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The point of the above discussion on the Bible's
support for proportional punishment hopefully will
contribute to debunking the 'doctrine of eternal
punishment'. Returning to our discussion of eternal
punishment in place called 'hell', many believe that
if there wasn't a hell then God would be angry forever.
Many believe hell satisfies His justice and judgment
against sin, because that individual is suffering
'forever', so God doesn't have to be angry forever.
That's an integral part of the concept of hell. However,
His wrath and His anger is meted out in an eternal
punishment, which is the second death. In that way He
Himself is no longer angry.
However, contrary to the beliefs of many, the
Scriptures say that God does not retain his anger
forever:
Micah 7:18 Who [is] a God like unto thee, that
pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of
the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger
for ever, because he delighteth [in] mercy.
Psalms 103:9 He will not always chide: neither will he
keep [his anger] for ever.
If Hell is real, eternal and it is God's wrath,
which abides upon billions of human beings forever,
doesn't that violate Scripture which says His anger
will come to an end?
Isaiah 57:16 For I will not contend for ever, neither
will I be always wroth: for the spirit should fail
before me, and the souls [which] I have made.
KJV Dictionary Definition: wroth - WROTH, a. Rauth. See
Wrath. Very angry; much exasperated.
The Earth couldn't take much of God being mad. It
just wouldn't work. We're not made that way to take the
type of punishment He's able to mete out.
Additionally, the justice of God demanded a perfect
sacrifice for sin, and that man was Jesus Christ. The
justice of God will certainly come to every person and
God may deal severely with our sins as He subdues and
gathers all things to Christ, but to punish people
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endlessly for crimes committed in a short human
lifespan defies all logic and justice. How is it just
to have unending punishment for offenses that have
limits?
All things were created for God's pleasure:
Revelation 4:11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive
glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all
things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.
Is it conceivable that God would derive pleasure
from seeing those He created for His pleasure endlessly
tortured? God says He takes no pleasure in the death of
the wicked.
Ezekiel 33:11 Say unto them, [As] I live, saith the
Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked;
but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye,
turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O
house of Israel?
If God takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked
he certainly would take no pleasure in their eternal
torture.
3m) The Scriptures declare that God is perfectly just
Deuteronomy 32:4 [He is] the Rock, his work [is]
perfect: for all his ways [are] judgment: a God of
truth and without iniquity, just and right [is] he.
Proverbs 21:3 To do justice and judgment [is] more
acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.
Saying that God is "just" means He does everything
right and fairly. It means that He is perfectly
righteous in His treatment of His creatures. Justice
and righteousness, which always work hand in hand, are
the foundation of God’s throne.
Psalms 89:14 Justice and judgment [are] the habitation
of thy throne: mercy and truth shall go before thy face.
Jeremiah 23:5 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD,
that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a
King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute
judgment and justice in the earth.
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An eternal hell would make God monstrously unjust;
especially if He created it and didn't immediately warn
the entire world.
Matthew 25:41 is not speaking of an eternal hell
Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:
In understanding this verse some context is needed:
Matthew 25:38 When saw we thee a stranger, and took
[thee] in? or naked, and clothed [thee]?
Matthew 25:39 Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison,
and came unto thee?
Matthew 25:40 And the King shall answer and say unto
them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done
[it] unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye
have done [it] unto me.
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Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:

English Bibles translate Greek words into
"eternal," "forever," and forevermore" when describing
fire (Matthew 18:8) or torment (Revelation 20:10 ). The
Greek word that is translated into eternal is
"aionion.", which often means “eonian” (pertaining to
the ages). It comes from the Greek root "aion" meaning
"age." This fact combined with the various uses of Greek
words derived from the root "aion," are what some use
to attempt to show that "aionion" does not always mean
"eternal" but can refer to a finite period of time.
It can be translated into a temporal sense as it
is in Romans 16:25:
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Romans 16:25 Now to him that is of power to stablish
you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery,
which was kept secret since the world began, (aionios)
past."

AV: “according to the revelation of the mystery, which
was kept secret since the world began" →
Greek: "according to the revelation of the mystery
having been kept secret in times of the ages"
But the reason aionionis translated in a temporal
sense is because of context. With the Greek that "aion"
(αιων)can be translated into something temporal and that
its root means "age. Sometimes the word αιων does indeed
mean “age” in the sense of a limited duration of time
which comes to an end. Thus, Paul states in Romans
16:25:“God…is able to strengthen you according to my
gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according
to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret
for longages [Greek αιωνιοις] and has now been
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manifested”. We see here that the word αιων means a
limited duration of time, since the ages of time when
the mystery had been kept secret came to an end when
Christ appeared and was proclaimed by the Apostles.
Accordingly, one of themeanings of αιων in the ArndtGingrich lexicon is “asegment of time, age.”
"But it can also mean everlasting, and as such it
is applied to God and His dominion and power over all
the cosmos, such as in 1 Timothy 6:16: (below). “To
Him [i.e. God] be honour and eternal [Greek αιωνιον]
dominion”. Presumably God’s dominion is unending and
everlasting. The debate about the precise meaning of
aionion therefore cannot be solved simply by consulting
a lexicon. The word varies in its meaning according to
its usage."
<https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/nootherfoundation/what-does-aionion-mean/>

1Timothy 6:16 Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the
light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen,
nor can see: to whom [be] honour and power everlasting.
Amen.
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Any reference to "eternal fire," "eternal torment"
or "eternal punishment" is not really eternal. Instead
of "eternal torment", it is "aionion (eonian)
torment." Instead of"eternal punishment", it is
"aionion (eonian_) punishment.
It is important to note that the only two passages
in the Bible that clearly mention eternal torment are
found in Revelation. Revelation typically uses cryptic
symbols, and not plain facts, to convey its message. We
need to take care how we interpret these symbols and
not presume to take their imagery and symbolism at face
value.
Furthermore, it is unwise to suppose that one or
two passages from Revelation satisfactorily upholds the
notion of the eternal conscious torment of unredeemed
humanity, when many more verses simply state that death
(perishing in the lake of fire) is the consequence and
punishment for disobeying God and rejecting Jesus as
Saviour.
The verses that speak about God’s judgment on
unrepentant sinners are vivid and horrifying. They are
written in such a way as to convey the devastating
seriousness and lasting consequence of judgment. The
scriptural support for eternal conscious torment,
however, is ambiguous at best.
It is true that the root "aion" means age. But just
because a root means age does not mean that every word
derived from that root means a limited duration of time.
For example, consider this verse that is speaking about
God. 1Timothy 6:16 has a Diety context, but since God is
also eonian, in addition to His being eternal, the
context of human punishment in the Bible is always
described as eonian. A properly translated Bible will
bear this out.
The word in Greek for "immortality" is
"athanatian." The Greek word for death is "thanatos."
The "a" in front of the word is the negator - without,
non, etc. It means that God is deathless; hence,
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immortal. This is an eternal quality of God. The verse,
which clearly has a Diety context, states that God has
eternal dominion. The word for "eternal" is "aionion"
in this case, which is derived from the Greek root
"aion" which meansage. But, God is not immortal for
only an "age," nor is His dominion temporal. The word
"eternal" is absolutely the best way to translate the
Greek "aionion" in this verse because God is immortal
and eternal. Therefore,we translate the verse by
stating that God has an eternal "aionion" dominion.
<https://carm.org/look-word-aionion>

Now consider:
Matthew 25:32 And before him shall be gathered all
nations: and he shall separate them one from another,
as a shepherd divideth [his] sheep from the goats:
The Bible says it is nations (Greek ethnos) that
are gathered here. It isn’t even said that it is a
judgment or punishment upon individuals. The goats are
those who go into the lake of fire for an age of time.
The sheep are those who go on to inhabit the Earth also
for an age of time – during the Millennium age.
“And these shall go away to punishment age-during, but
the righteous to life age-during.” (YLT)
Aionios life as applied to the sheep cannot mean
eternal life since this age only lasts for 1,000 years.
Since aionios life cannot mean eternal life for the
sheep then it does not stand to reason that it must
automatically mean 'eternal damnation' for the goats
either.
Matthew 25:33 And he shall set the sheep on his right
hand, but the goats on the left.
Matthew 25:34 Then shall the King say unto them on his
right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world:
Matthew 25:35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me
meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a
stranger, and ye took me in:
Matthew 25:36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick,
and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.
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Matthew 25:37 Then shall the righteous answer him,
saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed
[thee]? or thirsty, and gave [thee] drink?
Matthew 25:38 When saw we thee a stranger, and took
[thee] in? or naked, and clothed [thee]?
Matthew 25:39 Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison,
and came unto thee?
Matthew 25:40 And the King shall answer and say unto
them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done
[it] unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye
have done [it] unto me.
Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:

The Greek word that is translated into everlasting
(eonian) here is “aionion”. It comes from the Greek root
“aion” meaning “age.” This fact combined with the
various uses of Greek words derived from the root
“aion”. “Aionion” does not always mean “eternal”, but
can refer to a finite period of time. AION (a noun the plural is aions) and AIONIOS (the adjective form of
aion) in the New Testament. Like olam in the Old
Testament, aion in the New Testament is also used
repeatedly where it means an age, but cannot mean
everlasting. One example is Colossians 1:26.
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Colossians 1:26 [Even] the mystery which hath been hid
from ages and from generations, but now is made
manifest to his saints:

· King James Version: "The mystery which hath been hid
from AGES [aions] and from generations, but now is made
manifest to his saints"
· Young's Literal Translation: "The secret that hath
been hid from the AGES [aions] and from the generations,
but now was manifested
to his saints"
Why didn’t the YLT translation use "forever"? It
was obvious to them that God had kept this mystery
hidden for ages but not for Eternity. It had to be
obvious to the translators that there are more than
one aion.
An aion (age) HAS A BEGINNING [1 Corinthians 2:7, 2
Timothy 1:9, Hebrews 1:2]. An aion (age) HAS AN END
[Matthew 24:3, 1 Corinthians 10:11, Hebrews 9:20].
Forever and Eternity, as they are used today, have no
beginning and no end. Aion is used of past ages, the
present age, future ages, and in the plural about two
thirds of its occurrences in the Bible. Therefore,
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there MUST be more than one age. It follows that
Eternity is not an acceptable meaning of this Greek
word. There cannot be past eternities, a present
Eternity, and future eternities, neither can there be
plural eternities. An aion (age) is a long period of
time that has a beginning and an ending, but it is not
eternity which has no beginning or ending. There are
more than one aions, but there can be only one eternity.
Strong’s Concordance says this about the Greek word
aion:
“aion: from the same as 104 [aei, ‘continued duration’];
prop. an age; by extens. perpetuity (also past); by
impl. the world; spec. (Jewish) a Messianic period
(present or future).”
In other words, according to Strong’s Concordance,
aion properly means “an age”, but it says that by
extension it means “perpetuity.” Thus, it says that it
can mean either a limited period of time or an
unlimited period of time. But to make it an unlimited
period of time requires extending its basic, usual
meaning, which, as we have discussed, occurs only in a
Diety context. In the Jewish usage of the term, “The
Age” refers to the Messianic Age, that is, the age in
which the Messiah would rule the Earth.
“The OT and the NT are not acquainted with this
conception of eternity as timelessness. God, according
to Rev. 1:4, is the one ‘who is and who was and who is
to come’; and if in Romans 16:26 (the only time in
the NT) where God is called the ‘eternal [aionios]
God,’ this does not mean that as a timeless God he
would have nothing to do with time, but rather that he
is also Lord of the greatest spans of time, which he
uses in his revelation (vs. 25).”
- The Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bible, Vol.
IV, p. 643. (Time). On page 644 of the same article, it
says:
“The OT has not developed a special term for ‘eternity’
which one could contrast with ‘temporality’.”
On page 645 it says,
“The word aion originally meant ‘vital force,’ ‘life;’
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then ‘age,’ ‘lifetime.’ It is, however, also used
generally of a (limited or unlimited) long space of
time. In many cases it should then be translated by
‘eternity.’ To be sure, naturally, one cannot assume a
philosophical concept of eternity here either.”
Later on the same page, the author continues,
“The use of the word aion is determined very much by
the OT and the LXX [Septuagint]. Aion means ‘long
distant uninterrupted time’ in the past (Luke 1:70), as
well as in the future (John 4:14). The adjective
aionios, ‘eternal,’ especially, serves for the actual
statements of eternity (2 Cor. 4:18; Heb. 9:12, 15),
but nowhere is a clear distinction made between limited
and unlimited duration of time …. The intensifying
plural occurs frequently in the NT, especially in the
doxologies (Rom. 1:25; 9:5; Heb. 13:8), but it adds no
new meaning.”
<https://gods-kingdom-ministries.net/teachings/books/the-judgments-of-thedivine-law/chapter-5-the-eonian-judgment/>

The fire in Matthew 25:41 - The word “everlasting”
is translated from the Greek word aionion, which is
derived from the root word aion. This word can mean
“eternal,” but often the correct definition is “age.”
The correct English translation in verse 41 is “agelasting” fire. They do not burn eternally; it is the
results that are eternal. Jesus called the “everlasting
fire” which completely destroys the devil and the
wicked “everlasting punishment” (Matthew 25:41,46).
Again, this does not mean punishment that continues
forever, but rather punishment that has everlasting
results. The apostle Paul made this clear in 2
Thessalonians 1: 7-10:
2Thessalonians 1:7 And to you who are troubled rest
with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from
heaven with his mighty angels,
2Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ:
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
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and from the glory of his power;
2Thessalonians 1:10 When he shall come to be glorified
in his saints, and to be admired in all them that
believe (because our testimony among you was believed)
in that day.
As we have stated, the consequences of the
destruction are eternal. The 'eternal fire' of Jude 7,
which destroyed Sodom is not still burning. It was not
quenched or put out; it continued to burn until it had
completely done its work of destruction. This
interpretation is verified by the fact that the
“everlasting fire” that Jesus spoke about in Matthew
25:41 is “prepared for the devil and his angels.” This
means that the fire will do the same thing to
unrepentant people that it does to the devil. The fate
of Satan is described in Ezekiel 28:
Ezekiel 28:18 Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the
multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy
traffick; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the
midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring
thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them
that behold thee.
<http://revelationofjesus.net/en/the-book/revelation-20/?par=07_eternal-fire>

"If this is a direct reference to Satan - the fate
of the great red dragon isn't known, but it could be
that this fire that devours him - the ultimate or final
fire that devours him is the lake of fire. He could
kindle the lake of fire with the destruction of the
dragon possibly."
- Dr. Estep
Here in Matthew 25:41, depicting the Sheep and Goat
Judgment, which is the Judgment Day for those people
still alive on earth after the Battle of Armageddon,
Scripture tells us that the goats will be put in the
fire — the fire associated with judgment and the
Messianic Age. This “fire” is the lake of fire into
which the unrighteous are thrown on the Day of Judgment
(Matthew 25:41, 46; Revelation 20:10, 14, 15).
There is no evidence that the lake of fire came
into existence very long before Armageddon and the Day
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of Judgment.* The first beings thrown into it are the
Antichrist and the false prophet (Revelation 19:20).
Then, very shortly afterward, the “goats” (unbelievers;
unrighteous) from the Sheep and Goat Judgment are
thrown in (Matthew 25:41, 46).
* See the Appendix for a discussion on our thoughts of what
happens to the lake of fire at the time when God is 'all in all'.
“prepared for the Devil and his angels” - This is an
important phrase because it shows that God never
intended for people to die in the Lake of Fire. In this
verse, Jesus sends the people who have fought against
them into the Lake of Fire, but at the same time points
out that it was never intended for them; it was
intended for the Devil and his angels.
God prepared the Lake of Fire for the Devil and his
angels because of their rebellion against Him, but He
pleads with people to “choose life” (Deut. 30:19;
compare Ezek. 33:11). This verse shows that those
people who teach that God predestines some people to
everlasting life and others to torment in the Lake of
Fire, (as Calvinists teach), are wrong. If God
predestined people to the Lake of Fire, and they never
had the ability to choose to be saved, then God did
indeed prepare the Lake of Fire for those unsaved
people.
That the Lake of Fire was prepared for the Devil
and his angels, but not for humans, even though we know
from Scripture that many humans do reject God and will
die in the Lake of Fire, shows God’s continued love for
Mankind, and He wants “everyone to be saved and to come
to a full knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). Only
when people reject God and thus choose death does God
honor their freewill choice and end their life in the
Lake of Fire.
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Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:

The Greek does not refer to “eternal fire,” as if
the fire would last forever, but rather “the fire of
the coming Age (aionion) (eonian),” that is, the fire
associated with Christ’s kingdom on Earth, when the
wicked will be punished by being thrown into Gehenna.
The Greek word aiōnion (αἰώνιος) in this context does not
refer to how long the fire burns as to the fact that it
is the fire that is spoken of that relates to the Day
of Judgment associated with the Messianic Age, the
Coming Age. As mentioned, the Greek word that is
translated into eternal is “aionion.” It comes from the
Greek root “aion” meaning “age.” The word "age" is the
translation of the Greek word aeon, and occurs also in
the plural, and in the progressive form "the ages of
the ages". In the A.V. the word aion is given the
following renderings: age 2, beginning of the world 2,
course 1, world 32, eternal 2, world began 1.
The noun aion is translated as though it were the
adjective aionion, which is a serious liberty to take
with inspired Scripture apart from the mistake of
putting eternity where an age should have been. What we
have to learn is that the Bible does not speak of
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Eternity. It was not written to tell us of Eternity.
Such a consideration is entirely outside the scope of
revelation. Many wonders will doubtless be unfolded
when the ages are no more. What they will be and what
they will involve is idle and profitless speculation.
The Word of God as it has been given is a complete
system of teaching for us; it does not treat fully of
the Creation around us, much less of the time before or
after the Creation. Review:
Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:

In better translations the fire is called “aionion”
or eonian (See above graphic) (age-abiding) and “fire
of the ages” as opposed to 'everlasting', rather as
“eonian” as shown by these translations:
Matthew 25:41: "Then will He say to those at His left,
Be gone from me, with the curse resting upon you, into
the Fire of the Ages, which has been prepared for the
Devil and his angels." (Weymouth)
Matthew 25:41: Then shall he say also to those on the
left hand, Go ye from me, the cursed, to the fire, the
age-during, that hath been prepared for the Devil and
his messengers; (Young's Literal Translation)
Matthew 25:41 "Then shall He be declaring to those
also at His left, `Go from Me, you cursed, into the
fire eonian, made ready for the adversary and his
messengers" (Concordant Literal New Testament).
<http://www.heavendwellers.com/hd_age_and_aion.htm
<https://www.revisedenglishversion.com/Matthew/chapter25/41>

<https://forum.evangelicaluniversalist.com/t/my-interpretation-of-matthew-25-31-46/410/20>

The word “everlasting” is translated from the Greek
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word aionion, which is derived from the root word aion.
This word can mean “eternal (if used in a Deity
context),” but often the correct definition is “age.”
The correct English translation in Matthew 25:41 is
“age-lasting” fire. Nowhere does God’s Word teach that
the wicked will experience eternal punishing. Malachi
4:3 shows that they will be completely burned up,
becoming ashes under the feet of the righteous. Notice
that Matthew 25:46 contrasts the punishment coming on
the wicked, everlasting death (the second death) (the
consequences of this death being everlasting), with the
reward offered to the righteous, eternal life.
< https://rcg.org/questions/p127.a.html>

Consider
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord. This verse exactly mirrors
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.
Eternal life is contrasted with death, perishing.
The wages of sin is death, not eternal torture in
'hell'.
The meaning of wages is that God pays a sinner for
his/her works. God says He ultimately pays the wicked
the payment of death, not life, in a place of torment.
The Bible says what it means and means what it says.
John 10:35 If he called them gods, unto whom the word
of God came, and the scripture cannot be broken
John 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word
is truth.
If we are to believe that the Bible is unbreakable
truth, then we must believe that death means death and
life means life. These are straightforward verses.
<https://rcg.org/books/ttah.html>

The Greek word translators use for “everlasting” or
“eternal,” is the adjective aionios, derived from the
noun aion, an “age” or “era” — the word itself leaving
the time limit of the age undefined. The late Bishop H.
C. G. Moule, of Durham, in his Outline of Christian
Doctrine, declared that the term of duration expressed
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by aionios must always be sought in the noun to which
it is attached, not in the modifying aionios itself.
Therefore, to determine its true meaning we must
carefully trace its usage in Scripture, and seek out
the noun it modifies. In analyzing the meaning of
aion/aionios in a given verse, the context of the verse
is very important!
DIVINE ACTIONS OR ACTIVITIES MAY BE TERMINABLE
Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:
Thus in Matthew 25:46 the living state of the
righteous is endless, and the death—punishment state,
or condition, of the wicked, produced by the process of
destruction, is a death state as endless as the
contrasting life state is endless. But the process is
not eternal, only the result. We must therefore concur
with Bishop Moule and other recognized scholars that
the noun to which aionios is attached is the
determinative factor. In one case it is terminable; in
another it is interminable.
<https://m.egwwritings.org/en/book/953.2036#2046>

In other words, aiōnion by itself does not
necessarily imply Eternity, as we typically understand
it, yet the overwhelming number of English translations
render the word to be “eternal” or “everlasting.”
<https://afkimel.wordpress.com/2015/02/19/book-review-theinescapable-love-of-god-part-4/>

Everlasting fire is symbolic of total destruction
(Jeremiah 17:27; Jude 7) - note that these references
show that “everlasting fire” is not to be taken
literally and angels cannot die - (Luke 20:35-36).
< http://www.christadelphia.net/rd5-10.html>

Aside from the manner in which Anion is translated,
many people believe that this verse means that Satan
and the demons and even wicked humans are condemned to
being restrained in a never-ending fire. But that is
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not what this verse is saying.
Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:
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'everlasting (eonian, above) fire' - "Fire" here and in
the Bible in general is used to denote punishment. The
image is employed to express extreme suffering, as a
death by burning is one of the most horrible that can
be imagined. The image was taken, most likely, from the
fires burning in the Valley of Hinnom. The expression
"into everlasting fire" is a translation of the Greek
text 'eis to pur to aionion'. (See above image.)
"I understand the meaning of the word aionios (often
appearing in genitive plural aionion) in Greek to carry
the connotation of 'pertaining to the age' or 'age
enduring. The word is a form of the word we have
borrowed into English from the Latin transliteration of
the Greek as aeon or eon. The problems in interpreting
it as the English 'eternal' or 'everlasting' are
several. ... The Greek word in its own context likewise
does not carry any connotation of focus on time
sequence that I can discern. But rather it focuses on
a period of time very like the common word most used to
translate it, 'age' or 'of the age'."
- 'Time or Character, The Ages or A Time Sequence
in aionios How Words "Mean" in Greek and English'
by Dr. Orville Boyd Jenkins
The Greek expression 'eis to pyr to aionion' means
approximately "into the age-lasting fire", the
adjective "aionios" being derived from the noun "aion",
which in turn means "an age" or "an epoch". This
adjective for "age-lasting" will be examined more
closely later in this document. πυρ (pyr) means 'fire'.
Review:

A Greek Word That Actually Does Mean Endless: aidios
The Greek words aion and aionios were NOT used in
Greek Literature outside of the Bible to express
Eternity. This further confirms that the Greek-speaking
world did not necessarily attribute a sense of
endlessness to these words. We will now study a Greek
word (aidios) that actually does mean endless. Scripture
never associates aidios, which is an adjective, with
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life. In the Greek, it never reads aidios zoe(life);
instead it always reads aiōnios zoe.
Not once did Jesus ever endorse the doctrine of
endless punishment. Rather, He takes a stand against it
by using aionion instead of aidios. The Bible only uses
the word aidios two times. Aionios would not have been
used if Christ or His Disciples meant to convey endless
torment.
The first is in Romans 1:20 –
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Romans 1:20 For the invisible things of him from the
creation of the world are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, [even] his
eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without
excuse:

Strong's Concordance
aidios: everlasting
Original Word: ἀΐδιος, ον
Part of Speech: Adjective
Transliteration: aidios
Phonetic Spelling: (ah-id'-ee-os)
Definition: everlasting
Usage: eternal, everlasting.
Thayer's Greek Lexicon
STRONGS NT 126: ἀΐδιος
ἀΐδιος, (for ἀείδιος from ἀεί), eternal, everlasting: (Wis.
7:26) Romans 1:20; Jude 1:6. (Homer hymn. 29, 3; Hesiod
scut. 310, and from Thucydides down in prose; (frequent
in Philo, e. g.de profug. § 18 (ζῶν ἀΐδιος), § 31;de opif.
mund. § 2, § 61;de cherub. § 1, § 2, § 3;de post. Cain.
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§ 11 at the end, Synonym: see αἰώνιος).)
The only other time aidios is used is in Jude 6
whereit refers to “eternal bonds” that hold fallen
angels captive until the day of judgment.
Jude 1:6 And the angels which kept not their first
estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved
in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment
of the great day.
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Strong's Concordance
aidios: everlasting
Original Word: ἀΐδιος, ον
Part of Speech: Adjective
Transliteration: aidios
Phonetic Spelling: (ah-id'-ee-os)
Definition: everlasting
Usage: eternal, everlasting.
At this point it becomes an issue of what you want
to believe. But in light of all the other evidence, we
find that the instance of the word endless (aidios) to
describe a holding place for wicked angels that is to
last only until the judgment day to be too little
support for a sound doctrine.
Matthew 25:41 uses aionon, rather than aidios. As
we have shown, aionon indicates a time period of
limited duration.
Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.

To repeat, Matthew 25:41 also uses aionon, not
aidios to define 'everlasting'. As we have shown,
aionon indicates a time period of limited duration.
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Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.

Matthew 25:46
NASB Lexicon
Greek

Strong's

Origin

"These

οὗτοι
(outoi)

3778:
this

probably
from a
redupl. of
ho, used as
a
demonstrativ
e pronoun

will go
away

ἀπελεύσονται
(apeleusontai)

565: to
go away,
go after

from apo and
erchomai

NASB ©

1549

into
eternal

αἰώνιον
(aiōnion)

punishment κόλασιν
(kolasin)
,

166:
agelong,
eternal

from aión

2851:

from kolazó

correction

but the
righteous

δίκαιοι
(dikaioi)

1342:
from diké
correct,
righteous
, by
impl.
innocent

into
eternal

αἰώνιον
(aiōnion)

166:
agelong,
eternal

from aión

life."

ζωὴν
(zōēn)

2222:
life

from zaó

<https://biblehub.com/lexicon/matthew/25-46.htm>

Strong's Concordance #166
aiónios: agelong, eternal
Original Word: αἰώνιος, ία, ιον
Part of Speech: Adjective
Transliteration: aiónios
Phonetic Spelling: (ahee-o'-nee-os)
Definition: agelong, eternal
Usage: age-long, and therefore: practically eternal, unending; partaking of the character of
that which lasts for an age, as contrasted with that which is brief and fleeting.

"It says the definition could be “agelong” or
“eternal”. First, since “aionion” is an adjective. It's
necessary to understand the noun that it’s originally
derived from, which is the Greek word “aion“: Strong’s
165:
Strong's Concordance #165
aión: a space of time, an age
Original Word: αἰών, ῶνος, ὁ
Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine
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Transliteration: aión
Phonetic Spelling: (ahee-ohn')
Definition: a space of time, an age
Usage: an age, a cycle (of time), especially of the present age as contrasted with
the future age, and of one of a series of ages stretching to infinity (in Deity
contexts).

I

If not defined this way, we have several fallacies
happening in one verse. First, when have we ever seen
an adjective that is an antonym of its respective noun?
The entire purpose and definition of an adjective is “a
word or phrase naming an attribute, added to or
grammatically related to a noun to modify or describe
it.”
"So how did “agelong” and “eternal” – two
diametrically opposing concepts – get both placed as
possible definitions for the same word? In the English
language, we understand the word eternal to mean:
“without beginning or end, lasting forever, outside of
time“:
Whereas agelong has the complete opposite concept:
“lasting for an age”, with “age” clearly referring to
something with a beginning and an end that is bound by
time.
It’s absolutely wrong therefore to force the
adjective form of “aion” to then mean “eternal”. “Aion”
would have to mean something similar to “eternity” in
order for its adjective form to be “eternal” – but
instead, we clearly see throughout Scripture that “aion”
means “age”.
Adjectives describe their related nouns.
Now let’s address the common misconception: “But if you
believe Christians will have eternal life, then
“aionion” has to mean eternal, which then forces you to
admit that punishment is also eternal since the same
Greek word is used to describe both."

1551

An analysis of 'Kolasis Anion' in Matthew 25:46
Kolasin is a noun in the accusative form, singular
voice, feminine gender and means "punishment,
chastening, correction, to cut-off as in pruning a tree
to bare more fruit." "Aionion" is the adjective form of
"aion," in the singular form and means "pertaining to
an eon or age, an indeterminate period of time." (Note:
the two words in many, not all translations become
reversed when bringing the Greek into English, that is,
"kolasin aionion" literally punishment everlasting is
reversed to everlasting punishment so as to make better
sense in English).
<https://tentmaker.org/articles/EternalPunishmentNotTru
eToGreek.html>
"Young’s Analytical Concordance to the Bible gives
every Hebrew and every Greek word used to translate
every English word in the Bible. (We believe that my
edition uses the King James as its basis.) Here also,
kolasis and kolazo have to do with punishment or
torment. Just to be sure, I checked for prune, e.g.,
Isaiah 5:6, and that is zamar in Hebrew, which comes
into the Greek Septuagint as a number of words, none of
which is kolasis or kolazo. When Jesus talks about the
Father as the vinedresser in John 15:2, “Every branch
in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every
branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear
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more fruit,” he uses the word kathairo, which means
mainly cleanse, but is also translated purge or prune."
<http://www.daily-bible-study-tips.com/Reader-Questions-Answered/Greek-Matthew-25-46.htm#Kolasin>

According to Liddell and Scott’s Greek-English
Lexicon, a work of such importance to the understanding
of ancient Greek kolasin does in fact have the meaning
of pruning, as well as correction*.
κόλ-α^σις , εως , ἡ ,
A. checking the growth of trees, esp. almond-trees,
Thphr.CP3.18.2 (pl.).
2. chastisement, correction , Hp.Praec.5 , Pl.Ap.26a ,
al., Th.1.41 ; opp. τιμωρία , Arist.Rh.1369b13 ; of
divine retribution, Ev.Matt.25.46, al.: pl.,
Pl.Prt.323e , al., Phld.Ir.p.52 W.
'Thphr.CP3.18.2 (pl.)'- On the Causes of Plants (De
Causis Plantarum), a botany book about plant physiology
by Theophrastus (371-286 BC).
*Of course, not every sinner will humble themselves to
God. If not he/she will ultimately die in the lake of
fire.
Liddell and Scott’s Greek-English Lexicon makes
clear reference to checking the growth of trees in
order to make them more fruitful as an intended meaning
in Theophrastus’ botany book. Pruning, therefore, is
definitely part of its semantic range (range of meaning)
and indicates that kolasin is beneficial to the one
experiencing it. It is also important to notice that it
kolasis is the opposite of timoria - retributive
punishment (vengeance). Timoria, or vengeance, on the
other hand, is something only done by wild beasts
without sense. It must therefore be asked which term is
more fitting in describing punishment from God — the
rational form of corrective disciplinary punishment or
the form of punishment reserved for irrational wild
animals? Perhaps Matthew chose kolasin for a reason.
Objection might be raised that kolasin had changed
in its meaning by the time of Jesus and the writing of
the Gospel of Matthew. However, this is not the case.
Again, we have clear, unambiguous evidence that kolasin
is corrective in nature. A Roman educated in Greece (and
1553

therefore very competent in Greek) named Aulus Gellius
explained the meaning and purpose of Greek words for
punishment to his fellow Romans. "It has been thought that there should be three
reasons for punishing crimes. One of these, which the
Greeks call either κόλασις (kolasis) is the infliction
of punishment for the purpose of correction and
reformation, in order that one who has done wrong
thoughtlessly may become more careful and scrupulous.
The second is called τιμωρία [tīmōríā] - vengeance,
revenge, retribution] by those who have made a more
exact differentiation between terms of this kind. That
reason for punishment exists when the dignity and the
prestige of the one who is sinned against must be
maintained, lest the omission of punishment bring him
into contempt and diminish the esteem in which he is
held; and therefore they think that it was given a name
derived from the preservation of honour (τιμή). A third
reason for punishment is that which is called by the
Greeks παράδειγμα [example, instance], when punishment is
necessary for the sake of example, in order that others
through fear of a recognized penalty may be kept from
similar sins, which it is to the common interest to
prevent. Therefore our forefathers also used the word
exempla, or 'examples' for the severest and heaviest
penalties. Accordingly, when there is either strong
hope that the culprit will voluntarily correct himself
without punishment, or on the other hand when there is
no hope that he could be reformed and corrected; or
when there is no need to fear loss of prestige in the
one who has been sinned against; or if the sin is not
of such a sort that punishment must be inflicted in
order that it may inspire a necessary feeling of fear —
then in the case of all such sins the desire to inflict
punishment does not seem to be at all fitting."
The understanding of kolasin as corrective
punishment evident in Greek-speaking Christians.
Consider the words of Clement of Alexandria (150 A.D.
to about 215 A.D.), head one of the most significant
1554

centers of Christian thought of the early church, the
catechetical school of Alexandria "For there are partial corrections, which are called
chastisements (kolasin), which many of us who have been
in transgression incur, by falling away from the Lord's
people. But as children are chastised (kolazo) by their
teacher, or their father, so are we by Providence. But
God does not punish (timoreitai), for punishment
(timoria) is retaliation for evil. He chastises
(kolazo), however, for good to those who are chastised
(kolazo), collectively and individually."
Like all the Greek thinkers we've discussed so far,
Clement views kolasin as beneficial to those who
experience it. And he was certainly not alone in this
understanding of his native tongue.
Let’s now analyze the language to see how this
relates to the Greek terms for punishment.
1. Kolaseis (κολάσεις) is a plural form of kolasin (for
which reason it is translated as punishments). Notice
that it is analogous to the application of surgery to
patients. It is both proportional to the crime
committed and healing.
2. Krinomenoi (κρινόμενοι) is a form of the word krino,
which means “to judge.” This word is used quite
frequently of judgment in the Bible. Notice that “those
who are judged are benefited” because “their wickedness
is removed.” It is clear that this understanding of
judgment comes from the Bible. Consider, for example 1
Corinthians 11:32 which states that “when we are judged
by the Lord, we are disciplined” for our benefit.
3. Basanois (βασάνοις) is a plural form of basanos, often
translated as torment in English Bibles. Basanois is the
exact word used to describe the torments experienced by the
rich man in Hades (the realm of the dead) in Luke 16:23. It
is critical to note that such torments were considered
medicinal. As Methodius (and
Epiphanius) claim so clearly, “wickedness is removed because
it is prevented by their torments (βασάνοις), just as
illnesses are removed by surgery and pharmacy
at the doctor’s.”
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4. Diken (δίκην) is another term for punishment or
justice used in the Bible. It is, in fact, used in two
of the favorite verses of those who attempt to promote
the traditional doctrine endless torment: 2
Thessalonians 1:9 and Jude 1:7. They do not in fact
provide good support for endless hell, so we will
forego repeating this analysis again. The critical
thing to notice here is that diken is corrective
punishment. Notice that “the punishment (δίκην) of the
criminal is the correction of the soul, which throws
off the severe disease of wickedness” and that it is
proportional to the offense committed (which cannot
actually be true of a never-ending punishment).
Therefore, by the estimation of these Greek-speaking
church fathers, the punishments of 2 Thessalonians 1:9
and Jude 1:7 were designed to correct the souls of
those punished. Such purpose for punishment or judgment
is very well-supported scripturally, as we have already
seen.
5. Timoria (τιμωρia) is the form of punishment that
several of our Greek thinkers have contrasted with
kolasin as vengeance for the purpose of satisfying the
punisher. Timoreitai (Τιμωρεtῖται) is a verb form of
this word. But, as Aulus Gellius claimed, not everyone
distinguished between these terms for punishment. It
seems that we see an example of this in the Panarion.
It must be noted, however, that Methodius and
Epiphanius view even timoria as corrective punishment,
not purposeless vengeance. They claim, in essence, that
all forms of punishment in the hands of God are for the
purpose of correction and training in righteousness.
The punishment (τιμωρίᾳ) [tīmōríā] of the sinner is
meted out “so that he will reform and abandon his
wickedness, like bent wood straightened by hard blows”
and not “for his past crime but for the future, so that
he won’t do it again.” The correction of the soul and
destruction of evil tendencies is clearly in view, even
for timoria, not just for kolasin."
< https://salvationforall.org/10_Strongholds/7-kolasin-meaning.html>
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The Greek scholar, A.E. Knoch, brilliantly covers
the meaning of 'kolasis anion' (Matthew 25:46 above) in
his book, All in All: “We protest against the
translation of kolasis as “punishment.” Everywhere else
in Greek this word denotes corrective chastisement*,
and is used of pruning. Some rightly reason that it
cannot keep this meaning if it is to be translated
everlasting. They therefore change the meaning to suit.
Everlasting is itself wrong, so they change kolasis to
correspond with the wrong translation punishment,
making both wrong. Instead, they should have reasoned
that kolasis was corrective, therefore eonian cannot be
endless."
*But only for those, in our opinion, who are redeemed
(saved). In any case, as we’ve demonstrated, though
there is punishment and it is corrective – which
automatically should disqualify “eternal” as a possible
translation if given only the two options of: age-long
and eternal. Why? Because, though God could
theoretically torture someone for all eternity, how
could he correct someone for all eternity? Again, with
the understanding that the definition of “correction”
means “to make right”, don’t you think an all-powerful
God attempting to correct someone would eventually
produce the level of righteousness that He desires in
that person?"
< https://forbiddentheology.com/what-does-matthew-2546-mean-is-punishmenteternal/>

To repeat, the Greek scholar, A.E. Knoch,
brilliantly covers this concept in his book, All in All:
“We protest against the translation of kolasis as
“punishment.” Everywhere else in Greek this word
denotes corrective chastisement, and is used of pruning.
Some rightly reason that it cannot keep this meaning if
it is to be translated everlasting. They therefore
change the meaning to suit. Everlasting is itself wrong,
so they change kolasis to correspond with the wrong
translation punishment, making both wrong. Instead,
they should have reasoned that kolasis was corrective,
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therefore eonian cannot be endless."
Since the concept of “agelong” involves a beginning
and an end, this would technically have the concept of
being temporary. However, we do see that “aionion” is
used to describe God Himself, who is certainly not
temporary – which is a large contributing factor to the
confusion.
The reason that aionios was translated “everlasting”
is largely due to a false assumption. Their reasoning
is that because this adjective is applied to life
promised to believers (John 3:16), God himself (Romans
16:26), and punishment (Matthew 8:18), the word
automatically means “eternal” on that basis alone. At a
superficial level, that seems fine. But, at closer
examination, both of logic and the scripture, it
actually falls apart.
Just because aionios is applied to God does not
mean “aionios” automatically means “eternal.” God can
pertain to the ages, and also be immortal, and the
Scriptures testify to both as you will see. Likewise,
believers may have “the life of the ages” and also be
promised a future immortality. The Scriptures testifies
to that as well. When studying that out to find that
immortality and life are distinguishable concepts in
the Bible, you might be surprised to what level the
meaning of “life” is misunderstood by prevalent
Christian theology.
God is holy, righteous, and good. The word “aionios”
doesn’t mean any of those things either. The word
aionios neither means “infinite” OR “temporary.”
Instead, it means “pertaining to the aions/ages.” Does
God NOT pertain to the ages? Of course, he does. Does
the indwelling life of Christ NOT pertain to the ages?
Of course it does. And, God’s judgment also pertains to
the ages.
For now, here is another scriptural example of how
God “pertains to” – without being limited to – what he
creates: God is the “God of heaven and the God of the
earth".
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Genesis 24:3 And I will make thee swear by the LORD,
the God of heaven, and the God of the earth, that thou
shalt not take a wife unto my son of the daughters of
the Canaanites, among whom I dwell:
Which one cancels out the other? Neither. He is God of
both. When somebody says that “aion” and “aionios” do
not mean “ever” or “for ever,” he is not denying God’s
immortality. Rather, “aionios God” refers to the
generational presence of God throughout the ages, as
David continually taught.
But, when someone claims that such a thing denies God’s
immorality, he/she is in obviously in error. Here is
how you know:
1 Timothy 1:17 – Now unto the King eternal (king of
the ages (aionon), immortal (aphthartos), invisible
(aoratos), the only wise God, be honor and glory
forever and ever (eis tous aiona ton aionion)(to the
ages of the ages). Amen.
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His honor and glory are either related to the ages
or forever (i.e. eternal). Clearly, based on the Greek,
these translators knew that God is the King is of the
ages (below).

However, if so, why make life eternal; why not of
the ages as well? It is like mixing apples with oranges.
Doesn't it make more sense that the life of which Paul
speaks is related to the same ages of the King, and His
honor and glory are also in those ages?
Fortunately, there are a few translations, such as
Young's Literal Translation [YLT], Weymouth's New
Testament [WNT], Wilson's Emphatic Diaglott[WED],
Concordant Literal New Testament[CLV], and Mitchell's
The New Testament, Expanded, Amplified, and Multiple
Renderings[JM-NT], that try to remain true to the
Greek and consistently stick with the concept of ages,
just as the Greek words do. Take note how there is no
mixture of eternal and age; everything is presented in
light of the ages, including the fact that God is the
King of the ages and His honor and glory are in these
ages."
<http://www.kingdomandglory.com/art/art57.pdf>

According to Scripture 1 timothy 1:17:
1Timothy 1:17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal,
invisible, the only wise God, [be] honour and glory for ever
and ever. Amen.
1. God is of the ages (aionon)
2. He has glory and honor unto the ages of the ages
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(eistous aionas ton aionion)
3. He is immortal
4. He is invisible

Which trait cancels out the other? None. All four
traits apply to him. In this one Scripture, not only
does Paul affirm that God is of the ages (aionon), he
also confirms that God has glory and honor “unto the
ages of the ages,” just as King David also said that
“God’s years are throughout all generations.”
Psalms 135:13 Thy name, O LORD, [endureth] for ever;
[and] thy memorial, O LORD, throughout all generations.
“However, in 1 Timothy 1:17 Paul ALSO affirms God
as both invisible and immortal. So, why confuse his
immortality with his glory and honor in the ages He
created, when they are not the same traits? They are
traits which build up the total truth of God’s nature.
Additionally, and curiously enough, in the King James
Bible they translate 'eis tous aionas ton aionion'
(meaning – “unto the ages of the ages”) as forever and
ever. As we have shown forever really doesn’t actually
need another “ever” attached to make it infinite.
Because the very concept of eternity defies
pluralization of itself. But, the true meaning of aion
does not, because ages do multiply unto themselves.”
So, what does aionios really mean?
Having seen previously that aion means an age, and
that there are multiple ages; previous, present and
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future, it becomes a question then why do some
translators choose to render aion as “forever.” It is
done so about 49 times in the New Testament, which is a
little less than half the times that aion is used, but
in such cases, it would be more grammatically correct
to the Greek language if it was translated as “into the
ages,” or “for the age” depending upon whether the form
is singular or plural. Sometimes aion is repeated twice
and translated as “forever and ever.” When that is the
case it is the Greek phrase “eis tous aion ton
aion.” It literally says, “to the age of the ages,”
depending upon whether the two forms of aion are plural
or singular or various mixtures of the two. This
phrase is used in every combination possible, plural
and singular, singular and singular, and plural and
plural. This makes the one phrase, “forever and ever,”
miss the many nuances of what God is revealing. It
would be better to translate them in their respective
forms, such as, “to the age of the age,” or “to the age
of the ages,” or “to the ages of the ages.”
<http://makepeacewithjesus.org/10-the-purpose-of-the-ages>

3o)
The Purpose of the Ages
Ephesians 3:8 Unto me, who am less than the least of
all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ;
'less' - as his ministry increases he thinks less of
himself
Ephesians 3:9 And to make all [men] see what [is] the
fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of
the world hath been hid in God, who created all things
by Jesus Christ:
'make all men see' Acts 26:18 To open their eyes, [and] to turn [them]
from darkness to light, and [from] the power of Satan
unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins,
and inheritance among them which are sanctified by
faith that is in me.
To see what is the fellowship of the mystery
`beginning of the world` 1562

Genesis 1:3 And God said, ‘Let there be light:
andthere was light.’
- everything after the re-creation - after the
angelic world: see Job 38, 2Peter 3.
- the world system we are in now
'hid' - why? He created all things in Christ
- God knew it at that time - it was within His
purpose:
Ephesians 3:10 To the intent that now unto the
principalities and powers in heavenly [places] might be
known by the church the manifold wisdom of God,
Ephesians 3:11 According to the eternal purpose which
he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord:

'eternal purpose' → "the purpose of the "ages"
3P) Paul states here that there is a purpose to the
ages. This phrase indicates that God, through the eons,
is accomplishing a certain work, in pursuance to a
prearranged, definite plan. Nothing is left to chance,
but everything is arranged with perfect precision
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beforehand.
History and Time itself have been designed and it
unfolds in stages. Each stage in time being an
“age.” And these ages have been designed according to
some sort of purpose - they were created for a
reason. It is like chapters in a book, each having a
specific purpose.
Therefore, we ought to study the Scriptures to
discern not only the various ages, but their over
arching purpose to find out what God is revealing
during those ages and what we can discern from
following the progression of revelation that He
gave ateach age.
Hebrews 1:2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by
[his] Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things,
by whom also he made the worlds;
(ages)
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"Had God meant “world” in these places He would
have used the Greek word “kosmos” which means
world. In the best literal translations the words
“aion” and “aionios” are consistently rendered “age”
and “age-abiding” or transliterated “eon” and “eonian.”
See Rotherham’s Emphasized Version; Young’s Literal
Translation; or The Concordant Literal New
Testament. God made the eons (Heb.1:2) and fitted them
out (Heb.11:3) for the accomplishing of His purpose
(Eph.3:8-11; 1:9-11). During the eonian times, sin,
suffering and death enter God’s creation, serve their
purpose and are abolished by Jesus Christ. Rom. 6:23;
and in Heb. 5:9 we read, "And being perfected He became
the cause of eonian salvation to all who are obeying
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Him." Also read Hebrews 6:2, "eonian judgment"

Hebrews 6:2 Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of
hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal
judgment.
(and 2 Tim. 2:10 "Eonian glory" Concordant Version)."
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3p) Some facts about the terms "eon" and the
Eonian Times

< http://www.theheraldofgodsgrace.org/Bynoe/TheEonianTimes.htm>

The 5 eons are discussed elsewhere in his document
supplying additional information.
The Eonian Times are bounded by the Alpha and
Omega--Christ Jesus, and the Consummation.
1Corinthians 15:24 Then [cometh] the end, when he
shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the
Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all
authority and power.
"The word eon is really a transliteration of the
Greek aion, a noun, and its adjective aionion, (eonian)
describing the kind of times in view. Eonian Times, is
a well-founded scriptural term, and not a product of an
imaginative mind. This purely Greek word became lost,
and the truth concerning the eons had become obscure;
and the collapse of the truth of the eons left the way
open for pagan error to reassert itself, and fasten
itself upon scripture teaching, very quickly after the
time of the apostle Paul. No one after him appears to
1567

have said a word about it, until these last days, and
with very few exceptions in the remote past, such as
Herodian, the historian, about the end of the second
century; Lactanius, born about 260 A. D.; Eusebius, the
historian of the early Church, born about 265 A.D.;
Wyclif about 1320. The record shows that, the Latin
Fathers, led by Jerome who gave us the Latin Vulgate,
began this departure from the original; and in the year
696 at Constantinople, a council of the Church publicly
condemned this doctrine of the eons, as proclaimed by
Origen as, "drunken ravings as to the future life of
the dead." Tyndale, coming one hundred and fifty years
after Wyclif gave us in our English Bibles the totally
erroneous teaching of endlessness, by the English words
eternal, forever and ever, and everlasting, from the
root word in the Greek aion, which means a period of
time.
This purely Greek word, spelled with English
letters (Eon), is used in the scriptures to qualify
life, salvation, glory, judgment (or chastening), etc."
... "Our Greek-English Lexicons usually define "owlam"
in the Hebrew, and "Aion" in the Greek, as an
indefinite period of time, similar to an age.
The tragedy of the Translators: Theology so-called has
stretched these terms to mean 'forever,' 'evermore,'
'eternal,' 'everlasting,' 'for ever and ever,'
'always,' 'world,' 'eternity,' and 'world without end'
with the idea of endlessness in mind: words that are
foreign to the sacred Scriptures in their original form.
This is the tragedy of the King James Translators, who
gave us the so-called Authorized Version. Authorized by
whom? King James of England."
"ETERNAL LIFE OR EONIAN LIFE, WHICH?
"Finally, if the word "aion" meant "forever" or
"eternal," there would have been no beginning, as well
as no end. Yet we read in 1 Corinthians 2:7 'before the
ages' (See graphic below.)
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1Corinthians 2:7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a
mystery, [even] the hidden [wisdom], which God ordained
before the world unto our glory:

Theology has made the distinction of Time and
Eternity, the latter never used in the Scriptures.
'Eternity' is one of the most controversial words in
the Bible. To many, it is thought to be the realm where
time goes on and on, non-stop, ad infinitum, into which
one enters after death. Based upon decisions
affiliations, and actions made in this life on Earth,
it is supposed one irreversibly fixes his destiny for
all Eternity. The few who make heaven strum their harps
and walk streets of gold. The vast multitudes who miss
heaven, enter an eternal hell of burning torment and
anguish. These notions which hasshaped Man’s and the
church’s views of God, have motivated some to embrace
religion’s answers whereas others turn to atheism.
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Still others are left neutralized and confused about
eternity and forever. "ETERNITY— There is no word
either in OT Hebrew or in
NT Greek corresponding to the abstract idea of eternity.
a God of love, power, and mercy, or of hate, ineptitude
and vindictiveness."
- Hastings' Dictionary of the New Testament
<http://www.theheraldofgodsgrace.org/Bynoe/TheEonianTimes.htm>

Review: About Eternity
To review, Eternity is one of the most
controversial words in the Bible. As we have shown,
the word doesn't belong in the NT. Yet, many people
believe it is the state where time goes on and on, nonstop, forever, into which one enters after death. Based
upon one's life decisions and actions made on Earth, it
is supposed one irreversibly fixes their destiny for
all Eternity. The few who make it to heaven allegedly
'strum their harps' and walk streets of gold with
Jesus and all the saints. The vast multitudes who miss
heaven, enter an eternal hell of burning torment and
anguish.
These notions which has shaped Man’s and the church’s
views of God, have motivated some to be drawn to
religious cults whereas others have turned to atheism.
Still others are left confused over whether God is a
God of love, power, and mercy or of hate and
vindictiveness.
Review: To understand this better, we must know
about the word "aionos". The Greek adjective "aionos",
for which so many translations mistakenly use the word
"eternal" is derived from the noun "aeon." "Aeon" or
aion (eon) means "age" or "ages," as in "the mystery
which has been hid from ages and generations" or in
"the ages to come". These ages are time periods having
a beginning and an end. In the study of grammar, it is
an indisputable law that an adjective can have no
different or greater meaning than the noun from which
it is derived. For example, the adjective "monthly"
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could only be derived from the noun "month," not
"hour," "day," or "week." Aeonios life can only mean a
life pertaining to an age or ages of time because
"aionos" is derived from "aion." Hence, the
misapplication of the word "eternal", implying
timelessness, when periods or portions of time are
meant, obscures rather than proclaims God’s magnificent
plans for Man.
Jesus' Definition
Essential to our understanding of the New Testament
Scriptures is a clear perception of what eternity and
how the word "eternal" differs from the word from which
it is translated. It is generally preached that
Eternity is a state of being into which Christians
enter upon physical death and that eternal life
describes the life the believer receives from God. But
nowhere in the Scriptures is a Greek word meaning
"eternal" used to describe the life God gives to a
Christian. This is proven by Jesus Himself in His one
and only definition of the life He gives. For the
purpose of clarity, we will insert the original Greek
word "aionos" for the translator’s word "eternal."
Jesus said,
John 17:3 And this is life eternal (aionos), that they
might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom thou hast sent.
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KJB: 'life eternal' → Greek: 'eonian life'
"Now this is aionios life: that they may know you, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent".
To repeat an important fact: This life (eonian) has
nothing to do with Eternity, but is a quality of
relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ who brings us
into a present knowledge and experience with God our
Father.
"Equating aionios life to eternal life is an
impossibility. "Aionios" and "eternal" are words having
totally different meanings. They are not
interchangeable. Jesus who should be our sole authority,
describes aionos life as a dynamic relationship, the
outcome of which is growth and change. Although the
adjective "eternal" is appropriate for God, it is
certainly inappropriate for the believer’s life in God,
because though God is of "infinite duration,
everlasting, timeless, perpetual and immutable" - - Webster’s Dictionary 1928 (my highlighting)
The believer's life is one of continuous change
over aions of time. This process begins in the spirit
of the believer and requires time to be completed.
Only "Aidios" Means "Eternal"
Review: The fact is the New Testament has only one
word which can truthfully be translated "eternal." This
is the Greek word "aidios" which is used only twice.
Once it describes the ‘Godhead’.
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Romans 1:20 For the invisible things of him from the
creation of the world are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, [even] his
eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without
excuse:

Note: ‘divinity’ is mistranslated as ‘Godhead. As
nouns consider the difference between trinity and
godhead. Is that trinity a group or set of three
people or things; triad; trio; trine? The godhead is
divinity or godhood, divine essence or nature. Vine
distinguishes between these two words: " Theiotes
describes the attributes of God, His Divine nature and
properties; theotes indicates the Divine essence of
Godhood, the personality of God" (W. E. Vine,
Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words). The
Godhead, then, is divinity, divine nature, and the
essence of God, simply stated.
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•

Thayer says Godhead (theiotes) means, "divinity,
divine nature" (Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon, pg.
285). God does not compete or take second place to any
- He demands singularity and priority (see Deut. 6:
14, 15).
The three in one trinity doctrine originated from
paganism with the worship of the sun and Satan at Babel
In the unity of that one Only God of the Babylonians,
there were three persons, and to symbolize that
doctrine of the Trinity, they employed, as the
discoveries of Layard prove, the equilateral triangle,
just as it is well known the Romish Church does at this
day.
The second time aidios is used is to describe the
chains which holdrebellious angels until their day of
judgment.
Jude 1:6 And the angels which kept not their first
estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved
in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment
of the great day.

These timeless, unchangeable chains will always be a
symbol of the severity of God’s corrective measures.
Apart from these two verses, there is no place in
scripture where a word meaning eternal (aidios) is to
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be found.
Eternity and its synonyms are gross mistranslations
of the Hebrew and Greek words. Both the Old and the New
Testament misuses indicate a biased mind-set which
hides God’s true nature and purpose. The uniform
translation of "aion" and its adjective from "aionios"
solves many inconsistencies in Scripture study. Jesus
came to give aionios life, a quality of relationship
with the Father through Himself, a life that is only
the earnest of much more to come. The most shameful
consequences of this error are the grotesque images
which Christianity projects unto God, who is really so
loving, wise and powerful. God’s love nature
corresponds with His purpose which required Jesus to
hang on a Cross, and about which Jesus said,
John 12:32 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth,
will draw all [men] unto me.
His wisdom and majesty dominate the ages through
which Mankind is drawn toward God’s goal of creating
man in His own image, so "that God may be all in all"
1Corinthians 15:28 And when all things shall be
subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be
subject unto him that put all things under him, that
God may be all in all.
<https://tentmaker.org/articles/EternityExplained.html>

Elder A. Benta says:
"You will never know how much of the meaning of God's
word is hid from you until you understand the subject
of the Eons. It is one of the keywords of Scripture
that has been hid from view through mistranslation.
God's grand and glorious purpose will never be fully
understood until we learn that this Greek word "aion"
transliterated "eon" by the (Concordant Version), is a
time word. That is to say, it does not denote
endlessness as it is so often rendered in our common
version: ever, forever and ever and world without end."
Hebrews 1:2 literally says that God made the ages
the same as He made the rest of Creation. All this was
accomplished through Christ. If the Creation is so
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intricate and its every aspect revealing incredible
design, then the ages have also been created with the
same intentional purpose. The writer of Hebrews is
trying to convey that the ages are more than just
‘history’. God has planned to reveal something through
them.
The ages were prepared by the Word of God. Why were
they prepared? They were prepared for a purpose and
this purpose involves Christ, Mankind and the
culmination of history. The 'ages' which Christ was to
be involved in creating refer to "the world to come"Hebrews 2:5 is speaking about "the world to come".
Hebrews 2:5 For unto the angels hath he not put in
subjection the world to come, whereof we speak.
Hebrews 9:26 adds indirect support by commenting
that Christ died at the "end of the (singular) age".*
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Hebrews 9:26 For then must he often have suffered
since the foundation of the world: but now once in the
end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by
the sacrifice of himself.

The Interlinear Greek/English: 'however once in
[the]consummation of the ages'
The KJB: 'now once in the end of the world'
The ages to come are the eternity of God's Kingdom
which is made possible through His work.
Hebrews 9:26 For then must he often have suffered
since the foundation of the world: but now once in the
end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by
the sacrifice of himself. *
He hath appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice
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[of] himself (9:26) He did that in the end of the world.
* When Jesus Christ made his sacrifice for us the Bible
refers to it as 'the end of the world (age)'.
The First Coming and the Second Coming would have
been the end of the world or close to it had everything
gone according to Daniel's 70 weeks, but the Church Age
was inserted. Again, all you've got is the idea that
the Cross and the Second Coming are all said to take
place in the last days. According to Daniel this would
have taken place at the end of the 69th week. The
Second Coming would have taken place at the end of the
70th week with only 7 years in-between.
But what God has done here is stuck in 2,000 years
between the 1st and 2nd Advent with a Church Age
because of the rejection of Christ by the Jews. So He
did appear in the end of the world to put away sin by
the sacrifice himself.
Thus, the idea is not that Christ created the world,
but rather that through His work, the ages to come were
made possible through Him. And therefore those ages
before Him find their meaning in the context of He who
was to come and open the way to eternal ages. The Greek
word in this verse for "worlds" is αιων (as in eon),
which means an age or specific prevailing conditions in
time upon the face of the Earth. Therefore, the word
"world", as doctrinally defined in our Bible, is NOT
referring the planet in outer space but to defined ages
and prevailing conditions during those ages on the
Earth, be they past, present, or future. Clearly aion
refers to periods of time rather than a physical planet.
Just a few verses after Hebrews 1:2, Hebrews 1:8 we
read that the Son will reign ‘for the aions and the
aions’, or transplanted as “for ever and ever”.
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Hebrews 1:8 But unto the Son [he saith], Thy throne, O
God, [is] for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness
[is] the sceptre of thy kingdom.

The Interlinear Greek/English: 'is to the age of the
age'
The King James Bible: '[is] for ever and ever'
Surely the combined message is that the previous
ages/aions existed only for the sake of Christ, and He
will rule over all future aions. Note that 'forever and
ever' is actually 'is to the age of the age' (above).
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Hebrews 6:5 And have tasted the good word of God, and
the powers of the world to come,

The Interlinear Greek/English: '[the]power also [of
the]coming age'
The King James Bible: 'powers of the world to come'
The coming aionos (age) is the Eternity of God’s
Kingdom. It will be, in somewhat hyperbolic language,
an eternity of eternities.
Jesus Christ will be a priest “for ever” [Greek:
‘eis ton aiona’, Hebrew 5:6].
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Hebrews 5:6 As he saith also in another [place], Thou
[art] a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.
Christ will be a priest “for ever” [Greek. ‘to the
age’:

Hebrews 9:26 For then must he often have suffered
since the foundation of the world: but now once in the
end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by
the sacrifice of himself.
Christ died at the end of "the (singular) age"; the
ages to come are the eternity of God's Kingdom which is
made possible through His work. Thus, the idea is not
that He created the world, but rather that through His
work, the ages to come were made possible through Him.
And therefore, those ages before Him find their
meaning in the context of He who was to come and open
the way to eternal ages.
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The Interlinear Greek/English: 'however once in
[the]consummation of the ages'
The King James Bible: 'but now once in the end of the
world '
If an aion ended at the death of Jesus, then
clearly the word doesn’t refer to the physical planetbut rather to the age which then ended. The Hebrew
writer nails down this view of aion in Hebrews 11:3,
where he prefaces his outline of Bible history from
Abel to the restoration from Babylon by saying that the
ages/aion are framed by the word of God. Response by
faith to God’s word, seeing the invisible with the eye
of faith, occurred amongst the faithful in every aion.
The aion [AV “worlds”] were framed by the word of God.
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Hebrews 11:3 Through faith we understand that the
worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things
which are seen were not made of things which do appear.

The whole of history, with all its ages, and all
that is to come, exists solely for the sake of Christ.
He is the One who gives meaning to history. Further,
this verse means 'Jesus created the Earth'.
< http://www.realchrist.info/a11.html>

This is all part of that “mystery” which Paul
declared had been kept hidden for so long, and
unfortunately because of our translations is still
hidden from us. God has given us an incredible
revelation concerning the fulfillment of history and
the ages, we ought to make a point of seeking to
discover it and understand it.
By settling for a false and questionable
interpretation of the ages as “worlds” we lose a
significant amount of that special revelatory light
that God intended for His people in this specific “age”
that we happen to be living in. We can't settle when it
comes to the Word of God; We want to know His mind and
His will.
The truth of the “ages” gives an insight into
understanding what Scripture means when it refers to
“eternal life” and “eternal punishment.” For they
would better be translated as “age-long life” or to
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make it clearer to us in English, “life in The Age.”
Consider other uses of the word aion where clearly
it refers to the ages and not to a literal planet:
Mark 4:19 And the cares of this world, and the
deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things
entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.

"the cares of this world " (AV) → "The cares of this
age" (Greek)
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Galatians 1:4 Who gave himself for our sins, that he
might deliver us from this present evil world,
according to the will of God and our Father:

"world" (AV) → "age"
There’s nothing evil about the physical planet, the
reference is clearly to the world-system.
- 'world' - Not the Earth, but the world system.
There was also an angelic system
<http://makepeacewithjesus.org/10-the-purpose-of-the-ages>
<http://www.saviourofall.org/Tracts/Eons2.html>
<http://www.realchrist.info/a11.html>

1585

•

•
•

Let’s recap the facts already discussed:
Aion means “age”, and can also suggest a world
associated with that age (e.g. Industrial Age,
IndustrialWorld)
The word aionios is composed of aion + ios which means,
as demonstrated before, “pertaining to aion”
God is “aionios” which means God pertains to the ages
Such facts would not limit God. Such an
understanding does not rob God of his immortality, but
simply underscores the important relationship drawn in
the New Testament between God and the ages He created
to execute his plan to live within his followers. God
will never die or end just because ages do, but doesn’t
God relate to what He creates, even if He is not
limited to what he creates? Is this so difficult to
understand? If God did not relate to the ages, how
could we ever know Him?
He created the aions/ages to reveal his plan to the
Israelites through their prophets of ages past (Hebrews
1:1-2). He is God of what He creates. King David said
this:
Psalms 102:24 I said, O my God, take me not away in
the midst of my days: thy years [are] throughout all
generations.
Generations represent the continual progression of
ages in time. Did King David suggest that because God’s
years are throughout all generations, that such a thing
limits God? God’s distinction of pertaining to the ages,
does not cancel out his immortality.
The Bible says that Jesus died for the Church
(Ephesians 5:25). It also says he died for the whole
world (1 John 2:2). Which one cancels out the other?
They are both true. So what does Matthew 25:46 really
mean? It means that there will be an age of correction
and an age where those in Christ will be experiencing
“life of the ages”. Some examples of better
translations that don’t erroneously translate “eternal”
into this verse:
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The Restoration of Original Sacred Name Bible, 1976
“And these shall go away into age-abiding *correction,
but the righteous into **age-abiding life.”
The twentieth Century New Testament, 1900
“And these last will go away ‘into onian punishment,
but the righteous ‘into onian life.”
The People’s New Covenant, 1925
“And these will depart into age-continuing correction,
but the righteous, into age-continuing life.”
Emphatic Diaglott, 1942 edition
“And these shall go forth to the aionian 1 cutting-off;
but the RIGHTEOUS to aionian Life.”
The New Testament of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Anointed,
1958
“And these shall go away into age lasting cutting-off
and the just into age lasting life.”
The New Testament, a Translation, 1938
“And these will go away into eonian correction, but the
righteous into eonian life.”
The New Testament, A New Translation, 1980
“Then they will begin to serve a new period of
suffering; but God’s faithful will enter upon their
heavenly life.”
Concordant Literal New Testament, 1983
And these shall be coming away into chastening eonian,
yet the just into life eonian.”
Rotherham Emphasized Bible, 1959
“And these shall go away into age-abiding correction,
But the righteous into age-abiding life.”
As we stated, the word “aionios” actually could
mean “eternal,” in some contexts, but as far as Matthew
25:46 is concerned, the most one could make of the
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phrase is “correction or chastening pertaining to
Eternity.” This is how scholars like William Barclay,
dealt with this word. He believed “eternal punishment
or chastisement was simply the punishment or correction
that pertained to Eternity. This still does not prove a
hell of endless torture.
And finally, a powerful quote by Gary Amirault:
“A loving Father knows how to bring correction to His
children without consigning them to an endless torture
chamber. Tyrants and a few demented earthly parents may
do such things to their children. But for Christians to
ascribe such activity to the Creator of all mankind is
simply terribly misguided thinking.”
To repeat this important point:
The Greek Word That Actually Does Mean Endless: aidios
The Greek words aion and aionios were NOT used in
Greek Literature outside of the Bible to express
eternity. This further confirms that the Greek-speaking
world did not necessarily attribute a sense of
endlessness to these words.
Aidios
Aside from this, the main word that the Greek
language uses to define endlessness is the word aidios.
Dr. J.W. Hansen in his short book Aion-Aionios quotes a
certain scholar (on page 62 without giving his name)
who remarks about this word,
“Aiónios is a word of sparing occurrence among ancient
classical Greek writers; nor is it by any means the
common term employed by them to signify eternal. On the
contrary, they much more frequently make use of
aidios…To me it appears that the Seventy (Septuagint),
by choosing aiónios to represent olam, testify that
they did not understand the Hebrew word to signify
eternal. Had they so understood it, they would
certainly have translated it by some more decisive word;
some term, which, like aidios is more commonly employed
in Greek, to signify that which has neither beginning
1588

nor end.” (Taken from The Christian Examiner. Sept.
1830, pp. 25,26.)
F.W. Farrar in his book Mercy and Judgment,
concerning the doctrine of the Pharisees as recorded by
Josephus, states,
“…when [Josephus] wants to assimilate Jewish theology
to Greek teaching, he is so well aware that aionios
will not convey his meaning, that he purposely uses
instead the word aidios.” (p. 379, 380)
The Pharisees regarded the penalty of sin as
torment without end, and they stated their doctrine in
unambiguous terms, Josephus records this in his book
Wars of the Jews, saying;
“[The Pharisees] believe that wicked spirits are to be
kept in an eternal imprisonment (eirgmos aidios). The
Pharisees say all souls are incorruptible, but while
those of good men are removed into other bodies those
of bad men are subject to eternal punishment (aidios
timoria).”
Elsewhere Josephus says that the Essenes,
“allot to bad souls a dark, tempestuous place, full of
never-ceasing torment (timoria adialeipton), where they
suffer a deathless torment (athanaton timorion).” (ii.
8. Section 14. See also Univ. Expositor. Vol. 3, p.
437.)
If Jesus had intended to approve of the doctrine of
the Pharisees then He would have used the terms by
which they described it. But the only word that He uses
to define the duration of punishment was aionios; their
words were aidion, adialeipton and athanaton. Philo and
Josephus say, “thanaton athanaton” (deathless or mortal
death); “eirgmon aidion” (eternal imprisonment);
“aidion timorion” (endless torment) and “thanaton
ateleuteton” (interminable death). But Jesus used
“aionios kolasis,” (Matthew 24:46) an adjective
(aionios) used universally for limited duration, and a
noun (kolasis) that described suffering which produces
improvement.
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This verse (Matthew 25:46) uses the phrase
"chastening eonian," but it is juxtaposed against the
phrase "life eonian." Death in the Lake of Fire could
certainly be called “eternal punishment", because it
is eternal in its consequences. But God’s punishment is
given to us in terms of ages because we cannot
comprehend the meaning of ‘eternal’ Death on Earth is
only temporal because everyone will be raised again at
the resurrection. Death (the second death) in the Lake
of Fire, however, is eternal in its consequences: there
is no reversing it and no coming back from it. If Jesus
meant for the punishing to last eternally, he probably
wouldn't have contrasted it with the phrase "eonian
life" which is clearly meant only for believers. If
Jesus had intended what most churches believe he did
with this verse, he should have said, "Both the
righteous and the unrighteous will go away to eternal
life, but the unrighteous will spend it being tortured
while the righteous spend theirs in paradise."
<http://www.jeremyandchristine.com/articles/eternal.php>
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Not once did Jesus ever endorse the doctrine of endless
punishment. Rather, He takes a stand against it by
using aionios instead of aidios. The Bible only uses
the word aidios two times. Aionios would not have been
used if Christ or His Disciples meant to convey endless
torment. In fact, Jesus even warns His disciples not to
fall prey to the teachings of the Pharisees (Matthew
16:12).
Matthew 16:12 Then understood they how that he bade
[them] not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the
doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.
"Although some of the Jews during Jesus' earthly walk
believed in the pagan concept of eternal or unending
punishment (i.e., torture), it is highly significant
that Jesus and His disciples never used the word aidios
in referring to punishment or life, for that matter.
Aidios is never used with zoë or life. It is never
aidios zoe; it is always aiōnion zoe. As for punishment,
Jesus spoke of eonian (aiōnion) chastening or
correction, not eternal punishment."
The Bible also employs several other phrases to
denote other types of endlessness, and none of these
instances ever refer to hell, the state of the wicked,
or judgment of any kind.
Aperantos
1Timothy 1:4 Neither give heed to fables and endless
(aperantos) genealogies, which minister questions,
rather than godly edifying which is in faith: [so do].
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akatalutos
Hebrews 7:15 And it is yet far more evident: for that
after the similitude of Melchisedec there ariseth
another priest,
Hebrews 7:16 Who is made, not after the law of a
carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless
(akatalutos) life.

# The Greek doesn't say 'endless' in Hebrews 7:16, but
indestructible, which can be a synonym for ‘endless’.
adialeiptos
1Thessalonians 5:17 Pray without ceasing (adialeiptos).
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Romans 1:9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my
spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing
(adialeiptos). I make mention of you always in my
prayers;
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1Thessalonians 1:3 Remembering without ceasing
(adialeiptos) your work of faith, and labour of love,
and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the
sight of God and our Father;

amarantos
1Peter 5:4 And when the chie Shepherd shall appear,ye
shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not
(amarantos) away.
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Aphthartos is the word that is used more than any
other word in the New Testament to convey the sense of
endlessness. For example:
1Timothy 1:17 Now unto the King eternal, (of the ages
[aion is plural here]), immortal (Aphthartos), invisible,
the only wise God, [be] honour and glory for ever and
ever. Amen.

Romans 2:7 To them who by patient continuance in well
doing seek for glory and honour and immortality,
eternal life:

In 1 Corinthians 15 Paul begins to say the same
thing but in a different way using the word athanasian.
This word means immortality, which is not subject to
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death.
1Corinthians 15:53 For this corruptible must put on
incorruption (aphtharsian), and this mortal [must] put
on immortality (athanasian – immortality).

1Corinthians 15:54 So when this corruptible shall have
put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying
that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.

Paul uses this word athanasian, in another one of
his letters, to state that God alone is the only one
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who will never die.

1Timothy 6:16 Who only hath immortality (athanasian –
immortality), dwelling in the light which no man can
approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: towhom
[be] honour and power everlasting. Amen.

So, that endlessness or the quality of never ending
is only ever attributed to God or to the good things of
His kingdom; never to the wicked, sin, death, judgment,
etc. Therefore, having seen the words in the Greek
language that were understood to mean endless, one can
be assured that aionios need not be used if Christ or
His Disciples meant to convey endless torment. There
are 4 points of significant importance:
1 – that it can be shown grammatically that aionios
does not necessarily mean eternal;
2 – that the Septuagint uses aionios to define the
Hebrew word olam which does not signify endlessness;
3 – that aionios is used to convey a limited (and many
times short) period of time in Classical Greek
Literature as well as by historians and philosophers
alive during the time that the New Testament was
written;
4 – that there are other words in Greek that DO signify
endlessness, yet are only used to describe God and His
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Kingdom.
The word aion means an age and that there are
multiple ages; previous, present and future, it becomes
curious then, why some translators choose to render
aion as “forever.” It is done so about 49 times in the
New Testament, which is a little less than half the
times that aion is used, but in such cases, it would be
more grammatically correct to the Greek language if it
was translated as “into the ages,” or “for the age”
depending upon whether the form is singular or plural.
When we see the word “forever” in the New Testament, it
is actually a Greek phrase that it comes from – “eis
ton aion”. The phrase "(eis ton aiōna) — often
translated as “forever” but literally meaning “unto the
age” or “until the age” or “into the age” or
“throughout the age”. There are also various forms of
this phrase, and as we have seen previously it is used
many times in the singular as well as in the
plural. In a plural case it would literally be
translated as “into the ages.”
Sometimes aion is repeated twice and translated as
“forever and ever.” When that is the case it is the
Greek phrase “eis tous aion ton aion.” It literally
says, “to the age of the ages,” depending upon whether
the two forms of aion are plural or singular or various
mixtures of the two. This phrase is used in every
combination possible, plural and singular, singular and
singular, and plural and plural.
This makes the one phrase, “forever and ever,” miss
the many nuances of what God is revealing. It would be
better to translate them in their respective forms,
such as, “to the age of the age,” or “to the age of the
ages,” or “to the ages of the ages.”
The majority of times that the phrase “forever and
ever” occurs it is in the double plural form, that is,
“to the ages of the ages.” Almost every single instance
of this combination is found in an expression of
worship towards God. For instance, Paul writing about
God in 1 Timothy 1:17 can't help but pause and give God
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the honor due Him,

1Timothy 1:17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal,
invisible, the only wise God, [be] honour and glory for
ever and ever. Amen.

eternal
➔ 'of the ages'
'forever and ever' ➔ 'to the ages of the ages'
Likewise, Peter also uses this phrase to
acknowledgeGod’s glory:
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1Peter 4:11 If any man speak, [let him speak] as the
oracles of God; if any man minister, [let him do it] as
of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things
may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be
praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

AV: 'to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever.
Amen' ➔ Greek: 'the glory and the power to the ages of
the ages.
This double plural form the translators are
signifying the totality of history, when all time
ultimately culminates according to God’s predetermined
plan (see also Revelation 11:15, etc).
Revelation does use this form 3 times to describe
the torment of those who will suffer in the Lake of
Fire. But curiously, 1 of these 3 instances is worded
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uniquely in the Greek. Revelation 14:11 employs the
phrase, “eis aion aion,” instead of “eis tous aion ton
aion.” This is the only instance where this
combination of aion is worded this way. The difference
is that instead of saying, “to the ages of the ages,”
it reads, “to the ages of ages.” This is highly
significant because the author of Revelation employs
this “eis tous aion ton aion” phrase 13 times, so why
would He phrase it differently in this one instance?
<

http://makepeacewithjesus.org/10-the-purpose-of-the-ages>

Revelation 14:11 And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up
for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who
worship the beast and his image, andwhosoever receiveth the mark
of his name.

AV: 'smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and
ever' ➔ Greek: 'smoke of the torment of them to the
ages of ages'
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Revelation 14.11 – αἰῶνας αἰώνων and Eternity
This phrase, αἰῶνας αἰώνων (above graphic), is found
only once in the Greek Bible. Literally, αἰῶνας αἰώνων is
translation as ages of ages while αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων is
translated as ages of the ages. “Forever and ever.” is a
phrase we use in English that is an extreme. If we’re
talking about Eternity, isn’t just one “forever”
enough? How can you have forever and ever? Adding the
second “ever” implies that forever in itself isn’t
quite long enough.
NASB Lexicon
NASB ©

Greek

Strong's

Origin

"And the smoke

καπνὸς
(kapnos)

2586: smoke

a prim. word

of their torment

βασανισμοῦ
(basanismou)

929: torture

from basanizó

Goes

ἀναβαίνει
(anabainei)

305: to go up, ascend

from ana and the same as
basis

up forever

αἰῶνας
(aiōnas)

165: a space of time,
an age

from a prim. root appar.
mean. continued duration

and ever;

αἰώνων
(aiōnōn)

165: a space of from a prim. root appar.
mean. continued duration
time, an age

a prim. word
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The Greek has it, “And the smoke of their torment
goes up eis aionas aionon (εἰς αἰῶνας αἰώνων)” - and
translators are met with the difficulty of putting this
into English. The Greek word is αἰώνων, which literally
means “ages.” The root is αἰών - age. So, an age is
however long an age is (is that 40 years, 4 million
years? Depends on what subject you’re talking about
(the context).
In Appendix 129 of The Companion Bible, Dr. E.W.
Bullinger states that aiōn "may be limited or extended
as the context of each occurrence may demand. The root
meaning of aiōn is expressed by the Hebrew olam, which
denotes indefinite, unknown or concealed duration, just
as we speak of "the patriarchal age," or "the golden
age. “Hence, it has come to denote any given period of
time, characterized by a special form of Divine
administration or dispensation."
Dr. Bullinger goes on to state: "In the plural we
have the Heb. olam in and Greek aiones used of ages, or
of a succession of age-times, and of an abiding from
age to age. From this comes the adjective aionios...
used as an unrestricted duration, as distinct from a
particular or limited age-time. These
age-times must be distinct or they could not be added
to, or multiplied, as in the expression aions of
aions."
The Appendix to Rotherham's Emphasized Bible
contains a citation on Age and Age-Abiding. It reads in
part: "To trace the Biblical development of the Ages is
to gain a point from which many far-reaching
observations may be made. The first thing to note is,
that the idea of an "age" is one of comparatively slow
growth. The Biblical parent of the Greek aionis the
Hebrew olam, and the root conception of olam is
concealed duration. Concealed duration is naturally
unknown and unbounded; and it should be carefully
remembered that it is from this radical conception of
the nouns olam and aion that the force of the
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qualifying terms l'olam and aionios springs .............. Ageabiding: that is, lasting for an indefinite or
perpetual age; or abiding from age to age. The reasons
for adopting this rendering of the Greek adjective
aionios are; (i) to keep up a close connection with the
word "age" as the translation, in this New Testament,
of the cognate noun aion; and (ii) to avoid, as too
restricted the confinement of the idea of any
particular, limited age. It is true that aion does not
of itself mean absolute eternity, otherwise it would
not submit to be multiplied by itself, as in the
familiar phrase "aions of aions", which would then be
equivalent to "eternities of eternities" .... But, with
all this, it is most important to remember that "age"
is not the primary meaning of aion: rather, duration
indefinitely extended."
< http://www.kingdomandglory.com/art/art57.pdf>

What is left up to the translator and interpreter
is to determine whether “ages” means a long but limited
amount of time or an Eternity. Case in point
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1Corinthians 10:11 Now all these things happened unto
them for ensamples: and they are written for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.

AV: 'upon whom the ends of the world are come'➔ Greek:
'to whom the end of the ages (αἰώνων) are arrived.'
Obviously, Paul isn’t speaking of Eternity here.
Itis the end of the ages he is talking about.
So, some will read Revelation 14:11 as “eternal,”
while other people read it as “a really long time.” The
Jews of Jesus’ time thought that the “really long time”
in hell (Gehenna) was about a year (Erubin, 19a; The
Babylonian Talmud).
<https://bishopkenneth.tumblr.com/post/51758292597/foreverand-ever/amp

"Gehenna - When the ancient Rabbis talk about Gehenna,
the question they are trying to answer is “How will bad
people be dealt with in the afterlife?” Accordingly,
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they saw Gehenna as a place of punishment for those who
lead an immoral life. However, the time a person’s soul
could spend in Gehenna was limited to twelve months and
the rabbis maintained that even at the very Gates of
Gehenna a person could repent and avoid punishment
(Erubin 19a). After being punished in Gehenna a soul
was considered pure enough to enter Gan Eden."
<https://www /eid/1-s2.0- sciencedirect.com/sdfe/pdf/download 0048721X78900040/first-page-pdf>
<https://forum.samharris.org/forum/viewthread/59803/P15/#716926>

"In most cases, the rabbis did not believe that the
soul would be sentenced to eternal punishment. "The
punishment for the evil people of Gehenna is twelve
months," Shabbat 33b said, while other articles said
that the time frame may be three to twelve months."
<https://cn.lifehackk.com/32-what-is-gehenna-2076760-6885>

"The Jewish rabbis did not believe in a material
fire and that they thought such fire as they did
believe in would one day be put out. And the conclusion
of this learned Talmudist is abundantly confirmed by
the most eminent and erudite Hebraist of our own day,
Emmanuel Deutsch. In his celebrated essay on the Talmud,
he writes: " There is no everlasting damnation
according to the Talmud. There is only a temporary
punishment even for the worst of sinners."
<Samuel Cox. Salvator Mundi: Or, Is Christ the Savior of All Men ?>

God's Plan for the eons (ages) Part 2
If “the ages of the ages” meant a countless
succession of ages, there should be some evidence for
the languages of Inspiration. Even in English we have
no parallel. We might seek to express such a
thought by “ages upon ages,” “ages after ages,” but
never by the genitive, “ages of ages.” There is ground
for giving it such a meaning in English. In the
inspired Originals there are exact parallels.
It surely is not blind prejudice to intelligently
compare this phrase with others of the same kind rather
than force upon it a meaning which is dictated only by
human desires. We need to see a single parallel in
Hebrew or Greek in which the genitive plural follows
the plural in order denote infinity in any sense. Only
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then we will consider it.
Review: "The terms translated “forever” and
“everlasting” and “never” are human perversions, which
could deceive us if they had been consistently rendered
as such. They actually denote definite divisions of
time called ages or eons. All together they form a
distinct portion of time called "Eonian Times" (See the
section entitled 'Eonian Times'). For correct
understanding of the Scriptures, these times must be
viewed in the context of the eons.
"A thorough investigation of the terms translated
eternal, everlasting, forever, for ever and ever, etc.,
show that the usual versions have entirely missed their
import. The eonian times comprise a definite
period, with a beginning and an end. They consists of
five distinct eons or ages [evers]. All revelation,
except a few statements of the apostle Paul, finds its
place within these limits.
“Forever” is eonian, It reaches up to the last eon.
“For ever and ever” includes the last eon. In no case
are the eons endless.
This completely revolutionizes the future outlook
in God’s Word."
<https://kingdom-resources.com/2017/10/02/all-in-all-by-adolph-e-knoch/

EON RATHER THAN AGE
Someone may ask, “Why use the word "eon" rather
than "age?" What has already been presented makes it
clear that the thoughts commonly associated with the
word "age," are, in many important particulars, diverse
from that which is brought before us by the original
word anion. The word age not only represents another
word in the Greek, but the many unscriptural
conceptions clinging to it would be confusing, if we
attempted to use it to incorporate the new conceptions
which a thorough study of the scriptural use of the
eons will harvest. The word eon is good English, yet
not so much used as to be contaminated with
unscriptural ideas."
<http://www.theheraldofgodsgrace.org/Loudy/Purpose/GodsEonianPurpose04.htm>

"When God wrote Scripture, He chose two Greek words
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to reveal Himself and His purpose. These Greek words
are aion and aionion. These have exacted English
equivalents in "eon" (a noun; a period of time) and
"eonian" (an adjective; having to do with a period of
time). Ignoring what God wrote, many scholars have
decided that God must have meant to say something else.
A word about nouns and adjectives: A derivative
adjective draws its meaning from its noun: rainy is of
rain, golden is of gold, American is of America, eonian
is of eon. This means that if eon is a period of time
(which it undoubtedly is), then eonian has to be of or
related to a period of time. Therefore, aionion (eonian)
cannot mean eternal, since a period of time must have a
beginning and an end."
<http://martinzender.com/Zenderature/the_eons.htm>

1608

Romans 16:27 To God only wise, [be] glory through
Jesus Christ for ever. Amen. <<[Written to the Romans
from Corinthus, [and sent] by Phebe servant of the
church at Cenchrea.]>>

The Interlinear Greek/English: ''which[is] [be] the
glory to the ages of ages'
The King James Bible: 'glory through Jesus Christ for
ever'
"Sometimes aion is repeated twice and translated as
“forever and ever.” When that is the case it is the
Greek phrase “eis tous aionas ton aionon” (above
graphic). It literally says, “to the age of the ages,”
depending upon whether the two forms of aion are plural
or singular or various mixtures of the two. This phrase
is used in every combination possible, plural and
singular, singular and singular, and plural and
plural. This makes the one phrase “forever and ever”
miss the many nuances of what God is revealing. It
would be better to translate them in their respective
forms, such as, “to the age of the age,” or “to the age
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of the ages,” or “to the ages of the ages.”
<http://makepeacewithjesus.org/10-the-purpose-of-the-ages>

EON RATHER THAN AGE - 2 - additional information
Why use the word "eon" rather than "age?" Simply
stated, an Eon or Age is an indefinite period of time
or that which is obscure, which has a beginning and an
end. The word 'Ageion' doesn't exist in Greek (or in
English) and more importantly, God thinks of Time in
terms of eons. Eonian is that which belongs to an eon.
All of these combinations are used in the Bible: aion
(singular), aions (plural), aion of the aion
(singular/singular), aion of the aions
(singular/plural), aions of the aions (plural/plural),
and aionian (the adjective). All of them refer to a
limited period of time.
"The word aion is a noun, and its general
definition is, “age.” Even a Concordance will show you
that. Aionios is an adjective. Aionios is derived
from the noun aion, which is not hard to see because
(aion)ios contains the word aion in it. Any time that
we have an adjective whose root (or lingual relative)
is a noun, then that adjective derives its meaning from
the definition of the noun. Aionios, therefore, is
defined by aion.
The teaching in Scripture concerning the ages (eons)
deserves our attention. The ages (eons) are truly
distinct from each other and therefore deserve to be
treated with as much reverence as any other teaching
God has given us in His Word."
<https://makepeacewithjesus.org/5-examples-of-aionios-in-scripture>

To say it another way, as Nathaniel Scarlett (1798)
states,
“That aiónios, does not mean endless or eternal, may
appear from considering that no adjective can have a
greater force than the noun from which it is derived.
If aión means age (which none either will or can deny)
then aiónios must mean age-lasting, or duration through
the age or ages to which the thing spoken of relates.”
(italics mine).
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Aionios
To move on to the adjective aionios; it is almost
always translated as “eternal,” but should more
correctly be translated as “age-long.” This word also
has its peculiarities because aionios has a plural
form! How can eternity be plural? Several times it is
translated as “eternal ages past,” or “eternities
past.” For instance, the NASB translates them as
follows:
“[God] has saved us and called us with a holy calling,
not according to our works, but according to His own
purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus
from all eternity.” (2 Timothy 1:9)
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The phrase “from all eternity” in Greek is ‘pro
aionios chronos.’ Pro means ‘before,’ aionion is in a
plural form as is chronos, which means ‘time.’ It
literally means ‘the times of previous ages.’
A more correct and more understandable translation, as
“before times eternal” makes no sense, is given below:

Before times eternal, God existed, and so did
Christ, before the Universe and the Earth AS were created.
But ‘before times eternal’ is not the way God relates to
Man. As we said, ‘eternal’ is always a mistranslation of
aion or one of its forms.
Consider again Romans 16:25
Romans 16:25 Now to him that is of power to stablish
you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery,
which was kept secret since the world began,
The phrase “long ages past” in Greek is ‘aionios
chronos.’ Again, both aionios and chronos are in a
plural form, so it literally reads, “the times of the
(previous) ages” or "to times eonian".
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Titus 1:2 In hope of eternal life, which God, that
cannot lie, promised before the world began;

Strong's Concordance
aiónios: agelong, eternal
Original Word: αἰώνιος, ία, ιον
Part of Speech: Adjective
Transliteration: aiónios
Phonetic Spelling: (ahee-o'-nee-os)
Definition: agelong, eternal
Usage: age-long, and therefore: practically eternal, unending; partaking of the
character of that which lasts for an age, as contrasted with that which is brief and
fleeting.
Again, a more correct translation will not use the
word ‘eternal’ in ‘before times eternal’.
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"The meaning of the word aion (often appearing in
genitive plural aionion) in Greek to carry the
connotation of 'pertaining to the age' or 'age
enduring.' The word is a form of the word we have
borrowed into English from the Latin transliteration of
the Greek as aeon or eon. The problems in interpreting
it as the English “eternal” or “everlasting” are
several."
"
Time Measurement
The word in English "everlasting" assumes a context of
time sequence and measurement, which the word
"aionios/aionion" (of the Ages) does not. The word
everlasting indicates a starting point and moving
towards what would be an ending point, but without a
real ending point. That is, the focus seems to still
be on sequence.
The English word "eternal" further carries an
abstract metaphysical connotation not seemingly in
focus in ancient dynamic worldviews. The influence of
Philo, the Alexandrian Jewish neo-Platonist of the 1st
century, was influential in that direction in later
European thought."
< http://orvillejenkins.com/theology/aionios.html>

Again, the phrase, “long ages ago,” in Greek is
‘pro aionios chronos.’ And again, both aionios and
chronos are in a plural form (above picture). It is
unfeasible to have multiple eternities that ended a
long time ago. That is why the translators for many
versions of the Bible refrain from using the word
'eternal' in these verses. The question then
remains…if this word means eternal, then how can there
be more than one eternity? And how can there be
eternities that are past?"
We will look more closely at aionios later in this
document, but for now we are just a little bit closer
to more clearly understanding these words. The next
issue will focus on how the Septuagint uses aion and
aionios to translate the Old Testament. This will give
us further insight into how these words were not only
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used, but also understood by the people in Jesus’ time.
<https://makepeacewithjesus.org/5-examples-of-aionios-in-scripture>

The Eons of the Bible -

A Closer Look

<http://www.city-data.com/forum/christianity/2095169-eons-ages-bible.html>
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The eons provide answers to questions concerning
the meaning of human existence. God’s purpose in
Creating Man and God’s purpose of the eons are all
intertwined. Many are unfamiliar with this important
subject because the facts have been concealed by
incorrect and misleading translations of the Bible from
the original languages into English.
Note: As we have pointed out, ‘World’ is a
confusing translation for aion, because the word is
also used to translate kosmos (which means society
organized apart from God) as in:
Matthew 4:8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an
exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the
kingdoms of the world (kosmou) and the glory of them;

As we previously stated, anion should never be
translated 'world'. The Greeks had a perfectly good
word to describe 'world', the word 'kosmos'(above). We
use this word in the English today, but with a slightly
different meaning than in the Greek of biblical days.
If the translators had done what most leading Bible
translations today have done with the word aion in
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these cases where the KJV translated it “world,” much
of the confusion about the “end of the world” would
disappear. The word aion should be translated “age”.
Jesus would then have been living at the end of the
Jewish “age.” After that came a new“age,” the one we
are currently experiencing.
Again, ‘world’ is a confusing translation for
aion, because the word is also used to translate
kosmos (which means society organized apart from God
as in Matthew 4:8 and oikoumene (which means the
habitable earth as in Matthew 24:14. When ‘world’ is
used to this context it can also be taken to mean ‘the
age when the earth is inhabited’.
Consider again how 'World' is correctly
translated'kosmos'(kosmou) Matthew 4:8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an
exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the
kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them;

Oikoumene (below, which means the habitable earth
as in
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Matthew 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for a witness unto all
nations; and then shall the end come.

Strong's Concordance 3825
oikoumené: the inhabited earth
Original Word: οἰκουμένη, ης, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: oikoumené
Phonetic Spelling: (oy-kou-men'-ay)
Definition: the inhabited earth
Usage: (properly: the land that is being inhabited, the
land in a state of habitation), the inhabited world,
that is, the Roman world, for all outside it was
regarded as of no account.
HELPS Word-studies
3625 oikouménē (from 3611 /oikéō, "to inhabit, dwell")
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– the inhabited earth, i.e. all people living on the
inhabited globe.
Thus, whenever ‘world’ is used to translate aion it
can be taken to mean ‘the age when the earth is
inhabited’ as in Matthew 24:14. The overall confusion
is due to the fact that anion and anionios are
literally defined as 'age' and 'ages', not 'world'.
Aion and aionios do not mean forever and ever or
eternity either. They simply mean age and ages. The
word ‘aion’, has a limited duration, so it doesn’t mean
forever. These words were always used in reference to
time when used in Hebrew and Greek writings. It could
be used to describe a person’s lifetime (their age), or
even a longer time period, like the 1,000 years in the
millennia, or even an unknown time period, but however
long the period is, it does have an end to it.
The eons have a beginning
Hebrews 1:2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by
[his] Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things,
by whom also he made the worlds;

AV: "made the worlds" → Greek: "made the ages"
It literally says that the Son made the ages, the
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same way He made the rest of Creation. All this was
accomplished through Christ. If the Creation is so
intricate and its every aspect reveals an incredible
design, then the ages have also been created with the
same intentional purpose. The writer of Hebrews is
trying to convey that the ages are more than just
‘history.’ God has planned to reveal something through
them.
<http://makepeacewithjesus.org/10-the-purpose-of-the-ages>

To repeat this important point:
Hebrews 1:2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by
[his] Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things,
by whom also he made the worlds;
The Son made the ages (aion – plural form). The
Greek word translated “world” in this verse is aion,
meaning “age” — not the physical planet on which we
live. The Revised Standard Version translates the
expression as “the close of the age.” The disciples
were asking Jesus not about the destruction of the
terrestrial globe, but about the end of an “age” of
human history.
< https://www.thetrumpet.com/10877-the-end-of-this-age-is-not-the-end-of-theworld>

Later on in Hebrews he again references this when
God states in chapter 11 verse 3 that
Hebrews 11:3 Through faith we understand that the
worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things
which are seen were not made of things which do appear.
“ages” (YLT)
• “universe” (NAB; NIV; NLT)
1
2
• “world” (ESV; NASB ; NET ; RSV)
• “worlds” (ASV; KJV; NKJV)
Thayer's Greek Lexicon definition: "'the worlds' is
too expansive and becomes substitutive, causing modern
translations to wrongly say "universe" here, completely
removing to oblivion the plural form of the word aion.
The plural form of aions even (the aggregate of things
contained in time) would make a word like Universe a
most unlikely Universe(s). This is where the King James
•
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translators apparently knew better, even though they
were working with the text 400 years ago. You cannot
remove or substitute the plural form of the word
without destroying the Greek text."
The ages were what was prepared by the Word of
God! What were they prepared for? Whatever it is,
they were prepared for a purpose, and this purpose
involves Christ, Mankind and the culmination of
history. This is all part of that “mystery” which Paul
declared had been kept hidden for so long and
unfortunately because of our translations is still
hidden from us. God has given us an incredible
revelation concerning the fulfillment of history and
the ages, we ought to make a point of seeking to
discover it and understand it. By settling for a false
interpretation of the ages as “forever” or "worlds" we
lose a significant amount of that specific light that
God intended for His people in this specific “age” that
we happen to be living in. The truth of the “ages”
gives us an insight into understanding what Scripture
means when it refers to “eternal life” and “eternal
punishment.” For they would better be translated as
“age-long life” or to make it clearer to us in English,
“life in The Age.”
<http://makepeacewithjesus.org/10-the-purpose-of-the-ages>

The noun “eon” comes from the Hebrew word olam, and
the Greek word aiōn. Olam comes from a root meaning
“hidden.” The word therefore means a period of time,
but a period of unknown or hidden length, the duration
of which is determined by the fact or condition or
person to which the term is applied. The adjective
eonian comes from the Greek word aiōnios. These words
are more commonly known as “age” and “age-abiding”
respectively.
“Age-abiding” pertains to the ages, that is,
something that occurs within the ages. However, we
should discipline ourselves to use these words as found
in the original, which are “eon” and “eonian.” The
reason is because the word “age” does not have an
adjective like “eonian” and also portrays another
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meaning in the Greek, known as stature and coming of
age.
The eons are the longest periods of time referred
to in the Scriptures. Time-wise they are of indefinite
duration, but event-wise they are distinctly marked off
by great cataclysms which affect the whole earth.
< https://www.12hoursinheaven.com/p/article-4.html>
Almost all of God's revelation is confined to the
eons, yet it is of the utmost importance to understand
that they are not eternal in the past nor everlasting
in the future. They have definite boundaries. We know
little of the start of time before the eons, nor of the
end of the time after the eons, but the eons themselves
are marked by a definite beginning and a predetermined
end. Eternity, a term not found in the NT, might be
loosely applied to either the pre-eonian or the posteonian times, but can never be correctly coupled with
any age or eon, or with the whole course of the eons.
Just as we are, presently near the end or conclusion of
an eon, so the time will come when Mankind will reach
the consummation of all the eons. Each eon is a
definite length of time and the duration of all the
eons is the sum of the duration of each one. Very
little, indeed, is known of the times before the eons.
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To repeat, the aions (ages/eons) have ends. Their
duration is not forever.
Scripture

Literal

King James Version

Hebrews 9:26

the end of the ages

the end of the world

1 Corinthians 10:11

the ends of the ages

the ends of the world

Matthew 24:3

the end of the age

the end of the world

<http://what-the-hell-is-hell.com/2011/the-power-of-life-and-death-in-agreek-four-letter-word-aion-2/>

For example:
Hebrews 9:26 For then must he often have suffered
since the foundation of the world: but now once in the
end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by
the sacrifice of himself.

AV: 'end of the world'
Greek: '[the] consummation of the ages' Consummation (4930) (sunteleia from sun = together or
an intensifier + teleo = to finish) describes the
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bringing of something to a successful finish. In a word
the noun sunteleia means completion, conclusion, close,
end, consummation. It is used 5 times by Jesus Himself
in the phrase the "end of the age."
'synteleia' - Synteleia is clearly an "eschatologically
rich" term both the Old and the New Testaments apply to
the end of the age.
Strong's Concordance #3940
sunteleia: a joint payment (for public service), joint
action, spec. completion
Original Word: συντέλεια, ας, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: sunteleia
Phonetic Spelling: (soon-tel'-i-ah)
Definition: a joint payment (for public service), joint
action, completion
Usage: a completion, consummation, end.
The evidence is in the usage of the words as God
has spoken them throughout Scripture. In some contexts,
'age' refers to a person's life span, which is unknown
or obscure. But in many instances, it is referring to
the Ages within God's eonian purpose, of which there
are five. Two are in the past, the third is the present
evil age, which is nearing its end, and there are two
yet to come.*
*The 5 ages are discussed more fully in this
document.
As we shall soon discuss, these Ages are
beautifully typified in the layout of the Tabernacle
in the Wilderness, each 'step' in the Tabernacle
bringing humanity closer to God's presence. The
thinking commonly associated with the word "age," is
diverse from that which is brought before us by the
original word aion. The word age not only represents
another word in the Greek, but the many unscriptural
conceptions attached to are confusing. The entire span
of time is divided into three grand divisions. Before
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the Beginning we have the Pre-eonian Time. After the
Consummation, we have the Post-Eonian Times. Between
these lie the Eonian Times. This may be shown
graphically:

<http://www.theheraldofgodsgrace.org/Knoch/TheDivineCalendar.htm>

The Cross is the center of the eons Hebrews 9:26 For then must he often have suffered
since the foundation of the world: but now once in the
end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by
the sacrifice of himself.
The Cross stands at the very center of the present
evil eon, which is surrounded in the past by the Deluge,
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in the future by the Day of Wrath. Thus, the eons are
symmetrically grouped and pivoted upon the Cross, the
Cross as the crisis of God's eonian purpose. It is the
fulcrum upon which the eleven administrations balance
and find fulfillment. Surrounding it, we have that
central administration - the Incarnation - Christ's
presence upon Earth. That life He lived, that death He
died, create a unique administration, round which all
the others cluster. To it all things converge; from it
all things flow. On either side there is the Disruption
(Genesis 1:2) and the Great White Throne Judgment
(Revelation 20:11-15). These are also the boundaries of
the present earth. In one case water destroyed the
Earth. In the other it will be transformed by fire.
An eon further, on either side, there is the
Beginning and the Consummation. The Beginning
inaugurates what the Consummation concludes. These are
the limits God has prescribed. Beyond, we cannot pass.
The Pre-Eonian Times and the Post-Eonian Times
correspond. Before the eons, God is in solitary
supremacy and after the eons He has regained that place
in spite of the opposition of His creatures. The first
and the last eons correspond. The first eon was
delegated to the sons of God, some of whom compassed
Earth's ruin (Gen. 1:2). The last eon is under the sway
of the Son of God Who restores all to more than
pristine glory (Heb. 1:8). Thus, we find that the eons
are symmetrically grouped and pivoted upon the Cross.
To it all things converge; from it all things flow. The
second and fourth eons are also complimentary. The
second was committed to the first Adam, while his sad
failure is retrieved in the fourth eon by his greater
Son, the Last Adam. The harvest at the end of this eon
is connected with the Son of Man and the Kingdom.
Very little is said
Paul, to whom alone was
revelation, tells us of
just as he enlarges the

of the times before the eons.
given the full scope of God's
the times outside the eons,
sphere of God's grace to
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include the entire Universe. In both space and time He
transcends the Earth - the bound eonian limits of
previous unfoldings and enlarges our vision to include
heaven as well as Earth and all time, of which the eons
are but a parenthesis. He tells us of God's promises
given us before the eonian times. The translators of
the Authorized version, realizing the fact that their
theology would not allow them to render it "eternal" or
"everlasting," as they have done everywhere else except
in Romans 16:25, changed boldly to "since the world
began," leaving out the word times and
substituting world incorrectly."
Romans 16:25 Now to him that is of power to stablish
you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery,
which was kept secret since the world began,

The Interlinear Greek/English: ''in times of the ages''
The King James Bible: ''since the world began' '
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One step further in the same direction and the
Revisers would have discovered the great doctrine of
the eons. They should have chosen some term which
connects their ‘eternal’ with their often-repeated
margin ‘for ever." This the Greek does this in the
words'ages' ("aionios") and "eonian."
<http://www.theheraldofgodsgrace.org/Knoch/Unveiling/TheUnveiling002.htm>

With our knowledge of the Scriptures we are able to
add 'pre-eonic' and 'post-eonic' information to our
diagram of the 5 eons (See chart immediately below.)
Five eons or ages are referred to in the Scriptures.
These, with the time before and the time after the eons,
make seven subdivisions of all time. The number ''7'
represents spiritual completeness/perfection in the
Bible. However, because the number seven denotes
completion or perfection it should not be associated
with the eons, for they are the scene of sin and
imperfection. It is only their passing that procures
perfection. They are well characterized by the number
five, the number of death in Bible numerology. Five
eons or ages are referred to in the Scriptures. These,
with the time before and the time after the eons, make
seven subdivisions (not 7 dispensations) of all time.
The material sphere shows similar features. There
are three great divisions, subterranean, terrestrial
and celestial.
<https://www.concordant.org/expositions/unveiling-jesus-christ/2-eon-eons/>

Psalm 139 offers a confirming interpretation of
these three great divisions:
Psalms 139:8 If I ascend up into heaven, thou [art]
there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou [art
there].
Psalms 139:9 [If] I take the wings of the morning,
[and] dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;
Psalms 139:15 My substance was not hid from thee, when
I was made in secret, [and] curiously wrought in the
lowest parts of the earth.
So there are 3 distinct provinces in God's
universal empire, subterranean, terrestrial and
celestial. The Psalmist seems to have had some thought
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of this kind, in the same manner as some ancient
geographers reduced the divisions of the world,
literally interpreting them literally interpreting
themas subterranean, terrestrial and celestial. Other
Biblewriters make different counts.
Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven
and the earth.
There was no subsequent creation of providences in
God's empire, so the underworld must be a subset of the
terrestrial.
Paul mentions 4 distinct provinces:
Revelation 5:13 And every creature which is in heaven,
and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are
in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying,
Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, [be] unto
him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for
ever and ever.
However, the last division, the sea, must be
included with the Earth, of which the sea is a part.
Some say that the sea can be considered a part of the
Earth (as a part of the globe) or a part of the
subterranean, occupied by those who were swept away in
the great deluge.
We must conclude that there are 3 distinct
provinces in God's universal empire, subterranean,
terrestrial and celestial over the modern geographer's
view of 4. The apostles spoke of 3 distinct provinces,
so that is the overriding view. There was heaven, earth
and Hades which was a place spoken of as being the
underworld.
Using our Bible knowledge we can now expand the
chart of the eons to include pre-ionic and post-ionic
information:
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|
Titus 1:2
|
1Corinthians 2:7|
2Timothy 1:9
|
|
|
PRE EIONIC

Below is

|
|1Corinthians 15:28
|Revelation 21:1
Genesis 1:2
| Revelation 20:11-15
Genesis 6:17 Job 21:30|
Matthew 27:42
|
EIONIC TIMES
POST EONIC

more detailed
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chart of the 5 eons:

< http://www.saviourofall.org/charts/ChartOfJudgments.html>

We can see from this chart that the five eons are
separated from one another by the four-great physical
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and moral cataclysms which punctuate the history of the
human race and the earth which it inhabits. These are:
the disruption of Genesis 1:2, the deluge (Genesis 7:6)
the judgment period of this unveiling (Luke 21:11), and
the fiery ordeal which ushers in the new heavens and
the new earth (2Peter 3:7).
What other events can compare with these events for
scope and intensity? These affect the physical and
moral constitution of the Earth and its inhabitants to
such an extent as to introduce a new and unprecedented
state of affairs which constitutes a new eon or age.
The judgments of the nations of Matthew 25:31-46
takes place 1000 years before the Great White Throne
judgment. So sinners cannot possibly be entering into
the lake of fire at this time. The Great White Throne
judgment takes place 1000 years after Matt.25:31-46 and
it is then that the lake of fire which is the second
death takes place. Also note that Satan is cast into
the lake of fire when Christ comes back.
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Revelation 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the
beast and the false prophet [are], and shall be
tormented day and night for ever and ever.

The Interlinear Greek/English: ' the ages of the ages''
The King James Bible: ''for ever and ever' '
Note: 'Forever and Ever' is translated from 'eis tous
aionas to ainon', which actually means 'the ages of the
ages'.
The fire in Matthew 25:41 is to last for an “ever”
for it is “ever-lasting fire.” In better translations
the fire is also called “aeonian” and “age-abiding” and
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“fire of the ages” and “the fire eonian”. See other
translations below.
Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left
hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire,
prepared for the devil and his angels:

Other translations Matthew 25:41: "Then will He say to those at His left,
"`Begone from me, with the curse resting upon you, into
the Fire of the Ages, which has been prepared for the
Devil and his angels. (Weymouth)
Matthew 25:41: Then shall he say also to those on the
left hand, Go ye from me, the cursed, to the fire, the
age-during, that hath been prepared for the Devil and
his messengers; (Young's Literal Translation)
Matthew 25:41 "Then shall He be declaring to those
also at His left, `Go from Me, you cursed, into the
fire eonian, made ready for the adversary and his
messengers" (Concordant Literal New Testament).
◄ 166. aiónios ►
Strong's Concordance
aiónios: agelong, eternal
Original Word: αἰώνιος, ία, ιον
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Part of Speech: Adjective
Transliteration: aiónios
Phonetic Spelling: (ahee-o'-nee-os)
Definition: agelong, eternal
Usage: age-long, and therefore: practically eternal,
unending; partaking of the character of that which
lasts for an age, as contrasted with that which is
brief and fleeting.
"'Aiónios' is a word of sparing occurrence among
ancient classical Greek writers; nor is it by any means
the common term employed by them to signify eternal. On
the contrary, they much more frequently make use of
aidios. "By choosing aiónios to represent olam,
testify that they did not understand the Hebrew word to
signify eternal. Had they so understood it, they would
certainly have translated it by some more decisive word;
some term, which, like aidios is more commonly employed
in Greek, to signify that which has neither beginning
nor end.” (Taken from The Christian Examiner. Sept.
1830, pp. 25,26.)
<

http://makepeacewithjesus.org/9-greek-words-that-do-mean-endless>

Schleusner: "Any space of time whether longer or
shorter, past, present or future, to be determined by
the persons or things spoken of, and the scope of the
subjects; the life or age of man. Aiónios, a definite
and long period of time, that is, a long enduring, but
still definite period of time."
" Undoubtedly the definition given by Schleusner is the
accurate one, 'Duration determined by the subject to
which it is applied.' Thus it only expresses the idea
of endlessness when connected with what is endless, as
God. The word great is an illustrative word. Great
applied to a tree, or mountain, or man, denotes
different degrees, all finite, but when referring to
God, it has the sense of infinite. Infinity does not
reside in the word great but it has that meaning when
applied to God. It does not impart it to God, it
derives it from him. So, of aiónion; applied to Jonah's
residence in the fish, it means seventy hours; to the
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priesthood of Aaron, it signifies several centuries; to
the mountains, thousands of years; to the punishments
of a merciful God, as long as is necessary to vindicate
his law and reform his children; to God himself,
eternity. What great is to size, aiónios is to duration.
Human beings live from a few hours to a century;
nations from a century to thousands of years; and
worlds, for aught we know, from a few to many millions
of years, and God is eternal. So that when we see the
word applied to a human life it denotes somewhere from
a few days to a hundred years; when it is applied to a
nation, it denotes anywhere from a century to ten
thousand years, more or less, and when to God it means
endless. In other words, it practically denotes
indefinite duration, as we shall see when we meet the
word in sacred and secular literature."
<https://www.tentmaker.org/books/Aion_lim.html>

"Here, in Matthew 25, the fiery judgment is extended to
eonian proportions in order to preserve Israel during
the era of the kingdom. Within the terms of the account,
it seems certain that the ones in view for whom this
"fire" is said to be made ready are “the adversary”
(not “Adversary”) – i.e., any adversarial nation (or
group of nations) – and its associated “messengers” –
political advocates or exponents, envoys (accredited
representatives) or other protagonists who had spoken
against Israel. These will therefore be chastened
Accordingly, in the day of the Lord."
<http://www.saviourofall.org/charts/ChartOfJudgments.html>

There was a world then, before the deluge; and
another will be inaugurated at the coming eon.
<http://www.heavendwellers.com/hd_eons_and_worlds.htm>

This is best understood when visualized with the
chart below.
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ETERNITY

|
1) ORIGINAL (PRE-ADAMIC) EARTH
(Genesis 1:1)

ց

1A)

[Chaotic Earth]
(Genesis 1:2)

ւ

(Genesis 1:3-2:3)

V
|
|
V
| Lucifer’s fall (Isaiah 14:12) –becomes
| the prince of the powers of the air V
(Ephesians 2:2)
| Lucifer’s flood – (2 Peter 3:5-6)
|
V 4000 BC

2) PRESENT EARTH

3) NEW EARTH

|
| sin – Adam ate from the wrong tree
^
(Genesis 3:17)
| new earth
(Revelation 21:1)
V
eternal kingdom | in righteousness (Revelation 21:1-6)
|
|
V
ETERNITY

(Excerpted and modified from 'Kingdom of God Kingdom of
heaven' by Jerry Ingerman on www.knowyourmessiah.com)

"At some point, eons ago, in the pre-Adamic Earth,
there was an entire civilization that existed before
Genesis 1:3 on planet earth. Some of the fossils
discovered are from the pre-Adamic world and not from
the post Adamic world. There was harmony between the
inhabitants and the spiritual heavenly realms (when
there is harmony the physical and the spiritual
interact easily like Adam and Eve before the fall), but
a rebellion took place involving Lucifer (Ezekiel 28:219; Isaiah 14:12-21). The entire pre-Adamic earth and
the portion of the Milky Way Galaxy around our Solar
System was cast into darkness with about one third of
spirits falling and taking the path away from God
(Revelation 12:4)."
<The Spiritual World by Peter_Tan>
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<https://s3.amazonaws.com/unsearchablerich/urscans/Unsearchable+Riches+Volume+59++1968.pdf#page=1&zoo
m=auto,-202,522>

Chart point 1)
Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven
and the earth.
Psalms 33:6 By the word of the LORD were the heavens
made; and all the host of them by the breath of his
mouth.
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Psalms 33:7 He gathereth the waters of the sea
together as an heap: he layeth up the depth in
storehouses.
Psalms 33:8 Let all the earth fear the LORD: let all
the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him.
Psalms 33:9 For he spake, and it was [done]; he
commanded, and it stood fast.
Chart point 1A) The first deluge - Lucifer's flood
Genesis 1:2 And the earth was without form, and void;
and darkness [was] upon the face of the deep. And the
Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.
2Peter 3:5 For this they willingly are ignorant of,
that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and
the earth standing out of the water and in the water:
2Peter 3:6 Whereby the world that then was, being
overflowed with water, perished:
The Genesis 1:1 world perished, overflowed with water.
'overflowed' - the context is not Noah's flood. This
flood was a global cataclysm referred to as "Lucifer's
Flood", so named because of God’s Divine judgment on
Lucifer's sin. It was a world system and an earth not
in the situation it is now.
Chart point 2)
2Peter 3:7 But the heavens and the earth, which are
now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto
fire against the day of judgment and perdition of
ungodly men.
2Peter 3:8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one
thing, that one day [is] with the Lord as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day.
2Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his
promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance.
2Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come as a
thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass
away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt
with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that
are therein shall be burned up.
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Chart point 3)
Isaiah 65:17 For, behold, I create new heavens and a
new earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor
come into mind.
2Peter 3:13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise,
look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth
righteousness.
Revelation 21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a new
earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were
passed away; and there was no more sea.

<<https://s3.amazonaws.com/unsearchablerich/urscans/Unsearchable+Riches+Volume+59++1968.pdf#page=1&zo
om=auto,-202,522>

We have presented or will present evidence for the
following:
 Eons, what was said to be before they began:
Titus 1:2 In hope of eternal life, which God, that
cannot lie, promised before the world began;
2Timothy 1:9 Who hath saved us, and called [us] with
an holy calling, not according to our works, but
according to his own purpose and grace, which was given
us in Christ Jesus before the world began,
 Eons, have a beginning;
1Corinthians 2:7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a
mystery, [even] the hidden [wisdom], which God ordained
before the world unto our glory:
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'before the ages' (above)
- implies that the ages (eons) had a beginning and thus
are not eternal.
 Eons, have an end, individually and collectively;
If the word "aion" meant "forever" or "eternal," there
would have been no beginning, as well as no end. The
Scriptures clearly show that the eons not only have a
beginning but also have an end. In
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1Corinthians 10:11 Now all these things happened unto
them for ensamples: and they are written for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.

The Interlinear Greek/English: 'ends of the ages'
(ends of the eons)
The King James Bible: 'ends of the world'

 Eons

(ages), have a purpose and a King;
Ephesians 3:11 According to the eternal purpose which
he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord:
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As Ephesians 3:11 clearly states, the 'eternal'
purpose is '[the]purpose of the ages'. The time will
come when Mankind will reach the consummation of all
the eons (ages).



Eons, how many there are revealed in His
biblical Word;
3q) The 5 eons (ages) of
Time are:
The Disruption, Genesis 1:2
The Deluge, Genesis 6
The Day of Indignation, Romans 2:5
The Judgment Revelation 20
The Consummation Hebrews 9:26, 1Corinthians 15:28
Note:
The 5 biblical eons of Time are defined differently
than 7 dispensations*. As we said, God is called "the
eonian God" in Romans 16:26. This tells us His relationship
to the eons, not how long He lives. He is over the eons,
directing each eon to the goal He has. When the eons end He
will no longer be the eonian God for there will no longer
be eons Him to be directing. He will then be God "All in
all."
A dispensation has something to do with stewardship.
It is basically a period of time in which God reveals to
Man or the nations their responsibility to Him concerning
obedience and sin. In each dispensation God reveals to Man
his responsibility. Every dispensation ends where man does
not fulfill this responsibility. It deals with stewardship
God gives to man through prophets, priests, kings. David,
Samuel, Moses. He used them to tell other men how to obey
him and reconcile for sin.
A dispensation is something God wants men to do at
a certain time and He calls men to preach that revelation
and doctrine, the perfect Bible definition. A steward works
over a person’s property to give the servants of that
person what they will need to work on that property.
A dispensation is a stewardship in that God calls
men to give his people what they need to see their
responsibility towards Him. He called out Isaac, Noah,
Moses, etc. The had a job to dispense wat men needed to
know at that time to be in the right relationship with God.
*The 7 dispensations are covered in detail in the Appendix.
1643

A dispensation defined
1)
1Corinthians 9:17 For if I do this thing willingly, I have
a reward: but if against my will, a dispensation [of the
gospel] is committed unto me.
'dispensation' - something God has given Paul to do, his
calling, to preach to the Gentiles. God is going to tell
the Gentiles what to do to fulfill their responsibilities
to God. A stewardship:
Luke 12:42 And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful
and wise steward, whom [his] lord shall make ruler over his
household, to give [them their] portion of meat in due
season?
the perfect Bible definition. A steward works over
a person’s property to give the servants of that person
what they will need to work on that property.
So, a dispensation is a stewardship in that God
calls men to give his people what they need to see their
responsibility towards Him. He called out Isaac, Noah,
Moses, etc. The had a job to dispense wat men needed to
know at that time to be in the right relationship with God.
Paul was a steward. The gospel was God's property.
God sent Paul to give them what they need. A man brings
home the bread, the staff of life. The preacher gives the
spiritual bread. A good pastor or teacher will cut the
bread of life and dispense it to his people.
2) Ephesians 1:10 That in the dispensation of the fulness
of times he might gather together in one all things in
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth;
[even] in him:
referring to not so much a stewardship, but a
period of time when time will be for complete. (Larkin
calls it the Millennium).
Ephesians 3:1 For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus
Christ for you Gentiles,
3)
Ephesians 3:2 If ye have heard of the dispensation of the
grace of God which is given me to you-ward:
Ephesians 3:3 How that by revelation he made known unto me
the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words,
Ephesians 3:4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my
knowledge in the mystery of Christ)
Ephesians 3:5 Which in other ages was not made known unto
the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy
apostles and prophets by the Spirit;
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Paul was given a responsibility to preach and teach
to get to the Gentiles what they needed to know to be right
with God. Also that the Gentiles and Jews would be one
body. The body of Christ starts in Acts 2. He is
commissioned in Acts 9 and commissioned and sent forth in
Acts 13 and preaches the gospel of the grace of God to the
gentiles. In Acts 15 the apostles all see that the Pauline
gospel is the gospel for this age.
In Acts 10 God
tells Peter the OT laws regarding eating were removed. In
the garden Adam was concerned with eating of one tree and
not eating of another tree. He had a different
responsibility dispensed to him, different from ours.
4)
Colossians 1:24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you,
and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of
Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the
church:
Colossians 1:25 Whereof I am made a minister, according to
the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to
fulfil the word of God;
A dispensation is something God wants men to do at
a certain time and He calls men to preach that revelation
and doctrine.
2) to test and deal with man and the nations in various
ways which provides God a means to be just in man's
salvation and damnation.
When God gives Man a responsibility (and He gave
them every way to be responsible), when the judgment comes
for every excuse man has God will bring up a certain period
of time. He will say He did it the way Man said and man
still failed. The law failed. The grace period failed. When
Christ was there and the devil was in the pit they still
blew it. Every dispensation is proof positive God is right
and Man is wrong. God uses the dispensations as a test to
prove that God is true and every man a liar. Adam and Eve
blew it. Up until the Millennium they had every possible
way and every dispensation ends in failure. There is always
a judgement, the flood, the cross, the tribulation ... All
end in failure.
3) To reveal the approved and the heretic.
If you want to find a heretic, its one that cant rightly
divide. To find someone who is approved its someone who
does rightly divide.
1Corinthians 11:19 For there must be also heresies among
you, that they which are approved may be made manifest
among you.
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God is obligated to give you what you deserve and
what you want. The reverse is don’t seek and don’t find.
Jeremiah 17:9 The heart [is] deceitful above all [things],
and desperately wicked: who can know it?
God judges and tests the heart. If a person doesn’t
want the truth then God is obligated to give them a lie or
a heresy. For people who want the truth God gives them a
way of knowing who’s truthful and who isn’t, who is
approved.
2Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth.
Make sure the preacher or teacher is approved by if
he can rightly divide the bible. Heretics don’t rightly
divide. A person who rightly divides can give an answer for
any scriptural contradiction.
The dispensations aren’t the full scope of the
bible, but within its scope. There are generations and
ages. Within the generations you have ages and within the
ages you have dispensations. (from Larkin) When time begins
its the generation of the heavens and the earth. God
created the earth two times. In Genesis 1:1 something
happens and then its without form and void. Then its
recreated in 7 days. The first time there was an angelic
hist on it. It failed under Lucifer and came the chaotic
earth of Genesis 1:2. It was restored with man in Genesis
1:3. That’s called generation. from that point to the antiChrist is degeneration where God gives man all that they
could possibly want and he misuses it. Then Christ comes
and the restored earth in the Millennium. Then the Earth
and the heavens are destroyed and recreated. That’s
regeneration. So the three stages you have in generation
you also have in regeneration. Millennial Earth, than earth
then the earth destroyed and remade and then eternity
begins.
Within generations you have ages
You have the anti-diluvian age - that’s pre flood
(diluvian = pre flood). Its separate because our Earth is
much different today then before the flood.
The present age - goes up to the second coming
The earth is different than in the antediluvial
age. It wasn’t tilted on its axis then. It is tilted on its
axis now. It had a greenhouse effect where the weather was
the sane all year round all over the earth, there were no
seasons as we know them now. There was no rain coming down,
no snow, the dew watered the ground coming up from the
ground. Since the flood the Earth and its relationship to
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our solar system is different now since the flood. It will
be changed at the Millennium and go back to a similar state
like was in the garden. The brightness of the sun and the
moon will increase seven times. Clouds will be done away
with.
The dispensations are within the ages (generation,
degeneration, regeneration) themselves. Larkin has seven
dispensation up to the Millennial dispensation. He does not
count the tribulation. It doesn’t matter how many,
basically its seven.

The 5 biblical eons are well characterized by the
number five, the number of weakness and work. The five
eons are separated from one another by the four great
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physical and moral cataclysms which punctuate the history
of the human race and the earth which it inhabits.
 Eons, how they are associated with the cosmos or
world.
Hebrews 9:26 For then must he often have suffered
since the foundation of the world: but now once in the
end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by
the sacrifice of himself.

The Interlinear Greek/English 'world 1': 'kosmou'
'world 2':
'[the]consummation of the ages'
The King James Bible: 'world', 'end of the world'
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The first word "world" in this quotation is
correctly translated from the Greek kosmos, whereas the
second one is translated from the plural aionion in the
original and proves that the translators have not been
true nor consistent to the sacred text. Furthermore, we
know that the "world" did not end when the Lord
appeared, and neither did the eons or ages end. The
word is plural in the Greek, and the latter part of the
phrase, the Concordant version reads, "yet now, once,
has He been manifested through His sacrifice, for the
repudiation of sin at the conclusion of the eons."
This quotation is another positive proof that the
eons have a conclusion, or "end," and therefore do not
last "for ever." It also repudiates the assumptive
theory of Man that there is an infinite series of ages
for it speaks of the end of the eons. The eons will end
when God is all in all:
1Corinthians 15:28 And when all things shall be
subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be
subject unto him that put all things under him, that
God may be all in all.
God is an eonian God: Review:
The statement in Romans 16:26 speaks of God as an
eonian God:
Romans 16:26 But now is made manifest, and by the
scriptures of the prophets, according to the
commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all
nations for the obedience of faith:
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[166 (aiṓnios) does not focus on the future per se, but
rather on the quality of the age (165 /aiṓn) it relates
to. Thus believers live in "eternal (166 /aiṓnios)
life" right now, experiencing this quality of God's
life now as a present possession. (Note the Gk present
tense of having eternal life in Jn 3:36, 5:24, 6:47;
cf. Ro 6:23.)]
Hebrews 1:1 God, who at sundry times and in divers
manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the
prophets,
Hebrews 1:2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by
[his] Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things,
by whom also he made the worlds;

4a) It is very clearly stated in Hebrews 1:2 that
Christ (the Son) made the ages (eons). Thus, the eons
had a beginning. These Scriptures definitely and
unequivocally reveal that the eons had their beginning
in Christ Jesus.
The Scriptures say Christ made the ages (eons), so
He existed before they were made and He will exist
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after the eons have been concluded.
Hebrews 9:26 For then must he often have suffered
since the foundation of the world: but now once in the
end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by
the sacrifice of himself.
1Corinthians 10:11 Now all these things happened unto
them for ensamples: and they are written for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.

The Interlinear Greek/English: 'the ends of the ages'
The King James Bible: 'ends of the world '
Note: 'The ends of the ages' (above). The ages have an
end. None of them are eternal.
Strong's Concordance #165
aión: a space of time, an age
Original Word: αἰών, ῶνος, ὁ
Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine
Transliteration: aión
Phonetic Spelling: (ahee-ohn')
Definition: a space of time, an age
Usage: an age, a cycle (of time), especially of the
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present age as contrasted with the future age, and of
one of a series of ages stretching to infinity.
God is obviously God during all the eons and in
post-eonian times. Just because the Scriptures refer to
Him as the "God of the ages" does not preclude Him from
being the God of Eternity. The Scriptures declare Him
the "God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob," and "the God of
Israel." Does that mean He cannot therefore be the God
of the Gentiles, of the whole Universe?
The five eons of the Scriptures are divided into
two groups - three and two. The first group comprises
the first three eons, while the second group includes
the last two eons.
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The 5 eons - a simple view
<https://godstruthsrecovered.pressbooks.com/app/uploads/sites/28
095/2014/01/Figure-2-Eonian-Times.jpg>

The Eonian Times – There are five eons included in
The Eonian Times. Two are in the past and two are
future. We are living in the current middle eon. This
calendar shows us the five eons: The first eon, the
ancient eon, the present wicked eon, the coming eon,
the eon of the eons. Each eon ends in judgment and
starts with a new promise or beginning. Two of the
judgments are cataclysmic.
- The disruption (“overflowed with water”) occurred
between the first and second eon.
Genesis 1:2 And the earth was without form, and void;
and darkness [was] upon the face of the deep. And the
Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.
- The Great White Throne judgment (fire) occurs in the
future between the fourth and fifth eon.
Revelation 20:11 And I saw a great white throne, and
him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the
heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.
Revelation 20:12 And I saw the dead, small and great,
stand before God; and the books were opened: and
another book was opened, which is [the book] of life:
and the dead were judged out of those things which were
written in the books, according to their works.
Revelation 20:13 And the sea gave up the dead which
were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead
which were in them: and they were judged every man
according to their works.
Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the second death.
Revelation 20:15 And whosoever was not found written
in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
The other two judgments occur on both sides of this
current wicked eon. They are the flood (deluge), and
the day of indignation or wrath (fiery judgments).
God is the Source and Object of all. Christ is the
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Channel of all.
4a1) The life of Christ typifies the 5 eons of
time Hebrews 5:5 So also Christ glorified not
himself to
be made an high priest; but he that said unto him, Thou
art my Son, to day have I begotten thee.
'also' - like Aaron
'he' - God the Father
'said' - quoting
Psalms 2:7 I will declare the decree: the LORD hath
said unto me, Thou [art] my Son; this day have I
begotten thee.
- Sonship in relation to begetting He was begotten
as Son on the day of His [virgin] birth.
"This announcement concerning the Ascension marks
the division between Christ's risen life and His
priestly intercession in His glorified body after His
return into heaven. So, after the resurrection, after
the ascension Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand,
that's when God turns to him and says 'Thou [art] a
priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.' It's
after the death burial and resurrection and the
ascension.
"There are five ‘ages’, each one a form of birth into a
new kind of life in Christ's history:
- His first ‘going forth’ at Bethlehem leading to His
incarnate, private life of thirty years.
- His second ‘going forth’ in the Jordan leading to His
ministry and passion and death of three years;
- His third ‘going forth’ from the tomb leading to His
risen life of 40 days;
- His fourth ‘going forth’ on the Mount of Olives
followed by His present, priestly ascended life of
intercession.
- There remains at least one ‘age’ to come, when he
returns as Judge.
So, Christ exemplifies in His cosmic history the
character of His Father revealed in His name el ‘olam,
[God of Ages], the One who shows His power in ages."
<http://www.inference.org.uk/johnlefroy/AHIH.PDF>
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4a2) CHART

OF GOD'S PLAN FOR THE AGES

Before time and the Ages began, which was before the
heavens and the earth were created, Father God and His only
begotten Son Jesus Christ had a Plan for Mankind. This plan
consists of ages. It is not described in terms of ‘forever’
or ‘eternal’ except in eternity. The most glorious
prophesied event in the Bible is the Second Coming of God’s
only begotten Son Jesus Christ. The Bible is abundantly
clear that Jesus Christ will return to Earth, and He will
return in the same way as He left.
Acts 1:11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye
gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye
have seen him go into heaven.
““The SKY” (NASV) did NOT receive Jesus Christ in Acts 1:9–
10. “HEAVEN” received Him. …
A. The SAME country will be in power—Rome.
B. The SAME people will be in the homeland—the Jews.
C. There will be a universal language—at this time, Greek.
D. The Lord will DESCEND from the third heaven to the second
heaven to the first (2 Cor. 12:1–4), and He will come “with
clouds” (Rev. 1:7). …
E. He will be attended by “two men...in white apparel”—Moses
and Elijah (see The Bible Believer’s Commentary on
Revelation, 1970, Rev. 11:3–8).
F. This “SAME JESUS” will be the One with the holes in His
hands (Zech. 12:10), not the “coming of the Spirit at
Pentecost.”
G. This “SAME JESUS” will be the One Who was virgin born and
bodily resurrected (Rom. 1:4), not the coming of some
judgment at the destruction of “Jerusalem.”
“1. This “SAME JESUS” will come DOWN as in the meaning of
the word “DOWN” as contrasted with the word “UP”—where that
word means “UP.” For the benefit of astronauts and space-age
scientists who don’t “know which end is UP,” the North Star
is “up,” and “down” is in the opposite direction.
Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Acts Commentary
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<http://ctrussell.fr/E16_The_Chart_of_God's_Plan.pdf>
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The Lord provides strong types of the 5
ages (eons)
The Human hand is a 'type' of the 5 eons of time
between the Eternities

<

http://www.theheraldofgodsgrace.org/authors_frames.htm>
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<<http://www.biblerays.com/dispensational-truth.htm>
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The Tabernacle is a 'type' of the 5 eons of
time between the Eternities

<http://www.bibleanalytics.ca/tabernacle.html>

The Tabernacle is distinctly related to the cosmos,
or world, for we read of a 'worldly sanctuary' or holy
place (Heb. 9:1, AV). The same form of the phrase is
used of the two holy places as we find in connection
with the eons. Both together are called 'the holies of
the holies' (Heb.9:25, literal). The inner shrine is
called 'the holy of the holies' (Heb.9:3). They will
serve not only to explain these phrases, but suggest a
more intimate relation. The tabernacle and temple
system divides the world of space into divisions which
correspond in number and character to the worlds and
eons. There are five in each and in the same order,
which are marked with striking features of
correspondence. Both give us the way to God, one for
1659

the individual sinner, the other for the race. All, of
course, is confined to the terrestrial viewpoint, for
no tabernacle or temple can possibly illustrate the
immediate and unhindered access which characterizes the
ministry of the conciliation and the grace of the
present secret administration."
<http://www.theheraldofgodsgrace.org/Loudy/Purpose/GodsEonianPurpose04.htm>

Hebrews 9:25 Nor yet that he should offer himself
often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place
every year with blood of others;
"The Tabernacle and temples are types of future
spiritual realities, and indicate the way of access
into the presence of a thrice holy God.* The Tabernacle
typified the Pentecostal administration, recorded in
the book of Acts. Solomon's sanctuary prefigured the
Kingdom administration in the Lord's Day of the coming
eon, while Ezekiel's temple points to the
"administration of the complement of the eras" in the
new Earth in the day of God, where righteousness dwells.
Yet their general arrangement does not change. Each has
a court, a holy place, and a holiest of all. In their
common system, we seem to have a type or illustration
of the various worlds, or systems, and the
corresponding eons of the Scriptures, which may be
clearly apprehended through a study of the chart of the
Divine Calendar."
* See Appendix for a complete discussion of the
spiritual (and chronological) realties expressed in the
design of the Tabernacle, Temples and the curtains and
various furniture contained within these structures.
Divisions of the Tabernacle system
The plan of God and His Heavenly Throne room is
mirrored in the design of the tabernacle in the
wilderness. It is not unusual for His invisible realm
to be manifest as a type or shadow within the physical
creation. Many people do not associate the tabernacle
structure with the five eons which depict the Plan of
God for humankind.
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The five divisions encompassing the tabernacle
system are, (1) outside the camp, (2) within the camp,
(3) the court, (4) the holy place, and (5) the holy of
holies (the most holy place). These really divide into
three and two, as do the 5 eons, for only the last two
are in the tabernacle itself, and are called ‘the
holies of the holies’, just as the last two ages, or
eons are distinguished by God’s direct involvement with
the affairs of Mankind.
The “holy place” and the “holy of holies,”
represent eon four and five, the eons that are still
future. Around this holy area is the “court,” inside
the fence bordering the tabernacle, and this court
represents the third eon , which is the present eon.
Outside the fence is the camp, where the Israelites
lived. This area represents the second eon. Then there
is the area outside the camp, where the nations lived.
This represents the first eon.
OUTSIDE THE CAMP (The Disruption) – Eon 1.
It began with the initial physical Creation (typed
by being outside of the Tabernacle) and ended just as
God was about to renew the surface of the earth which
had become waste and void.
“Genesis 1:2 And the earth was without form, and void;and darkness
[was] upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the
face of the waters.
" Genesis 1:1 and 1:2 set the basis for everything.
1) 1:1 disproves atheism. It says "in the beginning
God ..."
2) It disproves polytheism (many gods). It says 'God'
singular.
3) It disproves fatalism (the idea of whatever will
happen will happen) w/o control. 1:1 God created - has a part, control
in His creation.
4) 1:1 disproves evolution. 'God created'. 14.7 lbs of
atmospheric pressure are exerted against the body. 1/10th more and
we'd be smashed into the ground. 1/10th less and it would fly apart.
It was exactly prepared. Air would be deadly with slightly different
percentages of the gases.
5) 1:1 versus pantheism - God is a part of nature,
separate from creation, the author.
6) 1:1 denies materialism (matter cannot be created,
is not eternal). God bought it into existence.” – Dr. Estep
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The Hebrew verb reads “tohu wabohu” (void and
formless), which implies a previous catastrophe and
then a “remaking.”
ORIGINAL (PRE-ADAMIC) EARTH
(Genesis 1:1)


[Chaotic Earth]
(Genesis 1:2)


(Genesis 1:3-2:3

<www.knowyourmessiah.com>

The Genesis 1:2 Earth existed before the creation
of Adam. So very little is known about it, but we may
put it on a level with the world outside the camp.
During this first eon, God did, as far as we know, not
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reveal Himself to His then present Creation, other than
through nature.
Romans 1:20 For the invisible things of him from the
creation of the world are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, [even] his
eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without
excuse:
"Every unsaved man can know that God is eternal,
that He is all-powerful..."
- 'The Book of Romans' By Peter S. Ruckman
"We can understand these things from the Creation.
The Creation is given to the Gentile. Paul preaches
"God that made the heavens and the earth" to the
Gentile in Acts (the Creation). To a Jew the revelation
is the OT law. God's revelation to the Jew was through
the Law, to the Gentile it was through the Creation.
They also both have a conscience that will cause them
to repent if they will submit to it. If you seek you
shall find. The Holy Spirit convicts you and then you
seek. Many means are used to give the word. The pottery
made in Georgia matched stuff made in Egypt, knowledge
was spread." - Dr. Estep
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THE CAMP – Eon 2.

<https://biblestudentsdaily.com/2016/10/28/study-5-the-camp-the-israelites/ >

The Tabernacle occupied a position at the center of
the camp with the 12 tribes of Israel arranged in
specific locations around the Tabernacle. There were
three tribes camped at each point of the compass around
the Tabernacle. The Levites occupied a camp immediately
surrounding the Tabernacle.
The camp was the dwelling place of God, throughout
which God would “walk” just as in the garden of Eden
(Genesis 3:8), was to be holy. This is explained in
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Deuteronomy 23:14 For the LORD thy God walketh in the
midst of thy camp, to deliver thee, and to give up
thine enemies before thee; therefore shall thy camp be
holy: that he see no unclean thing in thee, and turn
away from thee.
In the depiction of the Tabernacle we are now in
“the camp.” This eon runs from the creation of Adam
until the Flood in the days of Noah (See Dispensations
chart above). In this eon God showed Himself
occasionally (Deuteronomy 23:14). He also walked in the
Garden of Eden,
Genesis 3:8 And they heard the voice of the LORD God
walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the
LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.
was a friend of Enoch,
Genesis 5:24 And Enoch walked with God: and he [was]
not; for God took him.
and spoke with Noah.
Genesis 6:13 And God said unto Noah, The end of all
flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with
violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them
with the earth.
Exodus 33:11 And the LORD spake unto Moses face to
face, as a man speaketh unto his friend. And he turned
again into the camp: but his servant Joshua, the son of
Nun, a young man, departed not out of the tabernacle.
'face to face' - As a man speaks to his friend Moses
didn't see God's face because of that cloudy pillar.
When the Lord is present the cloud is there, but Moses
couldn't see the Lord or He would have killed him. No
man has seen God at any time.
If you saw Him you'd be consumed. You can't look at
the Sun for 10 minutes. In the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21)
no Sun or Moon is needed there - the Lord and the Lamb
are the light.
Thus, God began revealing Himself to Mankind in a
very limited way. This was an age of sin.
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Outer court - eon 3

We are now in "the court" of the Tabernacle complex.
This eon runs from the Flood in the days of Noah, until the
return of Christ.
In "the court" God appeared often in dealing with
patriarchs and prophets as He continued to expand on His
work of salvation, step by step. He deals with Abraham, the
father of the faithful, and his sons Isaac and Jacob. Then
to the people of Israel, who learn to know Him through the
rescue from Egypt. He gives them the law, the Law of Moses
which the nation of Israeli was to obey. We know that they
were unable to obey His laws most of the time.
Later in this eon God the Father sent Jesus Christ to
this earth to live a perfect, righteous life and die for the
sins of mankind. This third eon (age) is one involving
sacrifices. Animal sacrifices by the Levitical priesthood at
the brazen alter in the tabernacle. In the court this
sacrificial altar is certainly suggestive of the sacrifice
of our Lord and Saviour.
And today we ourselves being a living sacrifice to God
(Rom. 12:1). Finally, with all this He deepened our
knowledge of Himself through His revelations to Paul and by
the calling out the Elect, the members of the Body of
Christ.
The outer court contained the laver and the brasen
alter.
The Brasen Alter
Exodus 38:30 And therewith he made the sockets to the door
of the tabernacle of the congregation, and the brasen altar,
and the brasen grate for it, and all the vessels of the
altar,
“It was the “altar of burnt sacrifice” (Exod. 38:1). The
altar measured five by five cubits. It pictures death. Every
morning a lamb was burned there, and every evening a lamb
was burned there. That was a brasen altar—brass. What does
that picture? It pictures the wrath of God on sin. … The
first thing you see when you step into that courtyard is
God’s judgment on sin. … What is the brasen laver? It is for
purification. All right, what do you do? You come to Christ
and get saved.“
The Laver
“What is the brasen laver? It is for purification. It is a
picture of “the washing of water by the word” (Eph. 5:26).
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… Do you know what that priest did? He walked in and walked
out, walked in and walked out, and walked in and walked out;
one hundred years, two hundred years, three hundred years,
four hundred years. Finally, a Priest went in the
Tabernacle, did the work, and sat down. … The Bible says
“when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the
right hand of the Majesty on high” (Heb. 1:3).
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. The Tabernacle (Kindle
Locations 156-157). BB Bookstore. Kindle Edition.
The outer court can be seen as part of the Tabernacle layout
pictured below.

1667

The court was where sacrifices were made. In the
court was the Brazen Alter. The altar had four horns in
each of the corners where the sacrificial animal was
bound and killed by the priests. These sacrifices went
on daily and the command from God was that the fire for
this altar was to never go out.
Everything was made from bronze. The altar itself
was made from acacia wood but was completely covered in
bronze. All of the utensils were bronze. Even the
wooden poles used to carry the altar were covered in
bronze. All in all, this entire scene spoke of judgment.
The fire that never went out. There were continual
sacrifices and shedding of blood. The use of bronze on
everything, spoke strongly of God’s hatred of sin. It
represents the continual judgment of God upon that sin.
This was all a Bible 'type' of the perfect sacrifice
for sin - Jesus Christ. It is interesting to note that
there was no bronze inside the Tabernacle, showing
that the calling of the saints is away from the flesh,
into the spirit.
Later in this eon God the Father sent Jesus Christ
to this earth to live a perfect, righteous life and die
for the sins of Mankind. This third eon (age) is one
involving sacrifices. Animal sacrifices by the
Levitical priesthood at the brazen alter in the
tabernacle. In the court this sacrificial altar is
certainly a foreshadow of the sacrifice of our Lord and
Saviour.
And today we (saved people, whether they earned
their salvation (OT) or accepted the gift of salvation
(NT) should be a living sacrifice to their God.
Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, [which is] your
reasonable service.
Finally, with all this God deepened our knowledge
ofHimself through His revelations to Paul and by the
calling out the Elect, the members of the Body of
Christ.
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HOLY PLACE – Eon 4.

Chart by Clarence Larkin

We have entered the Tabernacle and now find
ourselves in “the holy place.” This eon runs from the
return of Christ for 1000 years. This eon is called
“The Millennial Age”. There shall be a temple in
Jerusalem from which Christ will rule the nations of
the earth. Priests will offer sacrifices in the temple.
It is a time when swords will be beaten into
ploughshares, nation shall not lift up sword against
nation. It will be a time of peace and prosperity. In
the 4th eon God will be further revealed through the
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Kingship and Priesthood of His Son in the Millennial
reign, and the knowledge about Him will not be limited
to Israel , but all the then living, all over the world,
will know about Him. After the 1000 years are over,
Satan is loosed for a while, deceiving the nations.
Thereafter the fifth and final eon begins.
After entering into the Tabernacle we find
ourselves in "the holy place." This eon runs from the
return of Christ until the fire judgment at the end of
the eon. In "the holy place" God came close via the
service of the priests. In this 4th eon God will be
further revealed through the Kingship and Priesthood of
His Son in the Millennial reign and the knowledge about
Him will not be limited to Israel and the Body of
Christ, but all the then living, all over the world,
will know about Him.
HOLY OF HOLIES – Eon 5.

This eon can be thought of as 'The Perfect Age'
(See Larkin chart above.)
Exodus 26:33 And thou shalt hang up the vail under the
taches, that thou mayest bring in thither within the
vail the ark of the testimony: and the vail shall
divide unto you between the holy [place] and the most
holy.
“If you went inside that tent you would find two
compartments. The first is called the Holy Place, and
the second is called the Holy of Holies. If you stepped
into the Tabernacle, you would see a candlestick on the
south side of the Holy Place. Then, you would see a
table of shewbread with a bunch of loaves of bread on
it on the north side of the Holy Place. The loaves are
laid out in two rows of six loaves. That is really
interesting. Six and six is twelve, one for each of the
twelve tribes. It also happens to be sixty-six, the
number of books in the canon of scripture. Next, you
would find an altar of incense on the west side of
the Holy Place. As you tried to step inside the Holy of
Holies, there would be a big, heavy veil that you
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couldn’t get through. The ark of the covenant sat back
there with the mercy seat on it,

- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. The Tabernacle
Exodus 26:33 And thou shalt hang up the vail under the
taches, that thou mayest bring in thither within the vail
the ark of the testimony: and the vail shall divide unto you
between the holy [place] and the most holy.

“When you step into the Holy Place. When you step in
through the door, you look on your right. What do you
see? You see a table. This is the table of shewbread,
and it has rings at the corners. The rings on the
corners are for staves to go through, so when you
wanted to carry it, it was portable. All this stuff
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was portable. Why was it portable? It was portable
because this world is not your home! You’re just
passing through. The stuff was all laid out so you
could pick it up and carry it. That is one of the
greatest New Testament truths recorded anywhere in
the Bible. You say, “Where was it?” Exodus! When we
talk about the “table of shewbread” (Num. 4:7), what
are we talking about? We are talking about provision.
That is, “Give us this day our daily bread” (Matt.
6:11). Did you know that that bread had to be baked
fresh every morning? Fresh every morning; twelve
loaves laid out. Do you know what it is called? It is
called “the shewbread. Because you shew it. Because
it was set out there in front of the Lord so He could
see it. The table sat there with the twelve loaves on
it, one for each of the twelve tribes of Israel. What
does that mean? That means that God is going to feed
all of you. The Bible says that they murmured and
said, “Can God furnish a table in the wilderness?”
(Ps. 78:19). But he fed them. He fed them. I mean,
David said, “Thou preparest a table before me in the
presence of mine enemies” (Ps. 23:5). God will take
care of you and feed you. …
Do you know why that table and bread are there? It
is a reminder that “my God shall supply all your need
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus”
(Phil. 4:19). That table of shewbread is for
communion. It’s for strength.
There was a candlestick in there, and it gave out
light. That’s the power. What is that a picture of?
Why, that is a picture of the Holy Spirit. There is
a seven-pronged candlestick in that Tabernacle that
was made out of one piece, yet it had seven parts to
it. about the Holy Spirit of God having seven spirits
(Rev. 3:1; Isa. 11:1–2)? That’s a picture of the Holy
Spirit. What is it doing there in the Tabernacle?
That is easy. It is set up over and against the table
of shewbread. What is it for? It’s to give light on
the bread, which is a type of the word of God.
“Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word
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that proceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4).
Six on one side, and six on the other.
When a man stepped in that Tabernacle and looked
in there, he couldn’t get light anywhere except by
that candlestick? That is a picture of every new
Christian. You get saved, get in the word, get cleaned
up, and step into the inner sanctum of the Lord, and
you can’t see for a little while. It’s hard to see.
You have to walk by faith. You can’t see what is going
on. It hurts your eyes. You look around in the dark
and blink. Why, did you ever stop and think how much
this matches the New Testament? “What? know ye not
that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which
is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are
not your own? For ye are bought with a price:
therefore glorify God in your body, and in your
spirit, which are God’s” (1 Cor. 6:19–20). Did you
ever look at the outside of the Tabernacle? It was
just a dirty grey tent. Part of the covering was rams’
skins, and part of it was goats’ skins, black goats’
skins. It was just kind of an old, grey tent out there
in the wilderness with black hair and grey hair. When
you stepped in there, you couldn’t see a thing. It
was pitch black. After your eyes got used to the
light, you looked around, and do you know what was
inside that thing? There was fine twined needlework
of blue, purple, scarlet, silver, and gold with
cherubim and palm leaves all over that thing. The
thing was beautiful inside.
Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. The Tabernacle (Kindle
Locations 221-222). BB Bookstore. Kindle Edition.
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Additional Tabernacle details and some review
Ephesians 3:21 Unto him [be] glory in the church by
Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end.
Amen.

The Interlinear Greek/English: 'generations of the age
of the ages'
The King James Bible: 'world without end'
“When the church gets filled he gets glory in the
church.
In order for God to answer you prayers and answer
them over and above what you even prayed you have to be
full, you have to know the love of God, you have to
understand the physical and the spiritual creation,
principalities and powers, what the love of Christ is.
then God begins to really work with you and fill your
time up with his purpose and then when he lays it on
you you can’t stand it you just all the time praised
him.”
Dr. Estep
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Next consider the use of ‘to the ages of the ages’
in Revelation20:10:
Revelation 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the
beast and the false prophet [are], and shall be
tormented day and night for ever and ever.

The Interlinear Greek/English: 'and shall be tormented
day and night to the ages of the ages'
The King James Bible: 'and shall be tormented day and
night for ever and ever '
Revelation 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the
beast and the false prophet [are], and shall be
tormented day and night for ever and ever.
In the original it is written:
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'eis tous aionas ton aionon anabainei'
Literal translation:
Unto (or into) the eons of the eons.
King James Version:
for ever and ever
"We want to focus on the Greek "aionas ton aionon".
As we can see, the literal translations and the Greek
clearly focus on "ages of the ages," or "eons of the
eons," rather than "for ever and ever" which actually
makes no sense at all the way the Greek is constructed
here. Both "aionas" and "aionon" are in the plural in
the Greek. There is no plural of "ever" in English. And
if "ever" mean eternity, what is the purpose of adding
another "ever?" How does "eternity and eternity" sound?
Well, that's how foolish our "for ever and ever" would
sound to an early Christian. However, "ages of the
ages," made perfect sense to them then and it makes
perfect sense to us in modern English.
Our English word “eon” comes directly from the
Greek word “aion.” Our “eon” DOES have a plural form
just like the Greek word “aion.” So then, our English
word “age” AND our English word “eon” work perfectly in
correctly translating this Greek phrase. Why don’t ALL
of our English translations use these words instead of
“for ever and ever” which makes no sense at all?
As mentioned before “aionas” and “aionon” are both
PLURAL forms of “aion.” Ever is singular. This should
throw up a red flag. Furthermore, the Greek word “ton”
between the two plural forms of “aion” means “of” or
“belonging to” or “what comes out of” the aionon. It
NEVER means “and” in the Greek. Why did some of our
leading selling Bible translations violently break
translation rules in this phrase and translate “ton”–
and? Again…plain old tradition. As we can see from the
above examples, bringing the plural forms of “aion”
into a plural form of age or eon works perfectly in the
English. And translating “ton” into “of the” also works
perfectly. There are many English translations which of
done exactly that either directly in the text itself or
in the margins or footnotes. So why do SOME leading
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selling English translations still violate the original
Greek and Hebrew text by grossly twisting this Greek
phrase into the nonsensical “for ever and ever?”
As any rational person can begin to see, our
English “forever and ever,” has NO resemblance to the
original Greek form. The Greeks would NOT be able to
understand at all how we came to such a meaning so
remote from the original Greek. They would NOT consider
these Greek constructions “idiomatic” expressions at
all NOR literal translations.
When it is determined that “aion” means and has
always meant “an indeterminate period of time”
sometimes long enough to be called an “age,” sometimes
as short as the three days and nights Jonah spent in
the fish (Jonah 2:6), then we can easily see a number
of ages in succession. Then phrases like the “age of
the ages” becomes a particular age out of several ages.
This is exactly what the Greeks had in mind."
< http://what-the-hell-is-hell.com/2011/does-forevers-and-evers-make-senseto-you/>

Given the fact that both “aionas” and “aionon” were
in their plural, if the King James Bible and its
cousins wanted to translate the Greek word “aion” as
“ever,” AND stay true to the Greek forms of speech,
they should have come up with the following rendering:
“for the evers and evers".
"If the Greek words eis tous aionas ton aionon mean
endless time, as translated in the KJV, 'forever and
ever,' we have a contradiction in Scripture for Rev.
11:15 says, in the same version: "The kingdoms of this
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and His
Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever." That
contradicts 1 Cor. 15:25, which says: "He must be
reigning till..." If Rev. 11:15 is translated "eons of
the eons," or "ages of the ages," there is no
contradiction. The ASV says (1 Cor. 15:24-25), "Then
cometh the end, when He shall deliver up the kingdom to
God., even the Father; When He shall have abolished all
rule and all authority and power. For He must reign
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till He hath put all His enemies under His feet;"
consequently, the reigning of Christ Jesus and the
saints (Rev. 22:5) will be "for the eons of the eons"
or "for the ages of the ages" (see the ASV margin)
here)."
- Dr. William Barclay in his commentary (p. 166169) on The Letters to the Corinthians
<https://www.tentmaker.org/books/asw/Chapter5.html>
Windet, in De Vita Functora Statu, of 1633 says (p.
170), "eis tous aionas ton aionon, of the New Testament
meant a finite period.
"Time: The OT and the NT are not acquainted with the
conception of eternity as timelessness. The OT has not
developed a special term for "eternity." The
word aion originally meant "vital force," "life;" then
"age," "lifetime." It is, however, also used generally
of a limited or unlimited long space of time. The use
of the word aion is determined very much by the OT and
the LXX. Aion means "long distant uninterrupted time"
in the past (Luke 1:10), as well as in the future (John
4:14)."
- The Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bible (Vol.
IV, p. 643)
The most popular English translations of these
writings render the statement into a most inaccurate
phrase "forever and ever", which implies a linear
duration of time that goes on without end, generally in
some "forward" direction. In modern English an aeon
(American: "eon") is an immeasurably long period of
time, and is, according to the 2012 the Collins English
Dictionary, "the longest division of geological time,
comprising two or more eras".
Review:

Jesus' Definition of Eternity
"Essential to our understanding of the New
Testament scriptures is a clear perception of what
eternity and how the word "eternal" differs from the
word from which it is translated. It is generally
preached that eternity is a state of being into which
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Christians enter upon physical death and that eternal
life describes the life the believer receives from God.
But nowhere in the Scriptures is a Greek word meaning
"eternal" used to describe the life God gives to a
Christian. This is proven by Jesus Himself in His one
and only definition of the life He gives. For the
purpose of clarity, we will insert the original Greek
word "aeonios" for the translator’s word "eternal."
Jesus said, "Now this is aeonios life: that they may
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you
have sent" John. 17:3." As stated in this document,
clearly this life has nothing to do with eternity, but
is a quality of relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ
who brings us into a present knowledge and experience
with God our Father.
John 17:3 And this is life eternal, that they might
know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
thou hast sent.

"Equating aeonios life to eternal life is an
impossibility. "Aeonios" and "eternal" are words having
totally different meanings. They are not
interchangeable. Jesus who should be our sole authority,
describes aeonios life as a dynamic relationship, the
outcome of which is growth and change. Although the
adjective "eternal" is appropriate for God, it is
certainly inappropriate for the believer’s life in God,
because though God is of "infinite duration,
everlasting, timeless, perpetual and immutable", the
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believer's life is one of continuous change over aeons
of time. This process begins in the spirit of the
believer and requires time to be completed. A Christian
may commonly speak of and desire to have eternal life,
but it hardly seems possible that he should want
eternal life now or upon death, until he is totally and
perfectly conformed to the image of Jesus Christ."
"The fact is the New Testament has only one word which
can truthfully be translated "eternal." This is the
Greek word "aidios" which is used only twice." (See our
discussion of the word 'aidios'.)"
"Eternity and its synonyms are grievous mistranslations
of the Hebrew and Greek words. Both the Old and the New
Testament misuses indicate a biased mind-set which
hides God’s true nature and purpose. The uniform
translation of "aeon" and its adjective from "aeonios"
solves many inconsistencies in scripture study. Jesus
came to give aeonios life, a quality of relationship
with the Father through Himself, a life that is only
the earnest of much more to come. The most shameful
consequences of this error are the grotesque images
which Christianity projects of God, who is really so
loving, wise and powerful. God’s love nature
corresponds with His purpose which required Jesus to
hang on a cross, and about which Jesus said, "And I if
I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto
me" Jn. 12:32. His wisdom and majesty dominate the ages
through which mankind is drawn toward God’s goal of
creating man in His own image, "that God may be all in
all" (1 Cor. 15:28.)"
< https://tentmaker.org/articles/EternityExplained.html>

THE EON OF THE EONS
"The "eon of eons",(the age of the ages) refers to
a single eon. It was the pre-eminence of the "holy of
holies," in relation to the other holy places, which
caused it to be so designated. So the pre-eminence of
the "eon of the eons" lies in its being the fruitage
and harvest of previous eons. The same is true of the
"holies of the holies" of Hebrews 9:25. It may be
likened to the "eons of the eons" of Rev. 11:15; 22:5.
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Luke 1:33 says of Christ's "kingdom there shall be no
end." While the kingdom itself will not end, but the
reign of Christ for the eons of the eons will end when
He delivers up the kingdom to the Father (1 Cor. 15:2426). The "holy of holies" was a single holy place. The
"eon of eons," a single eon. It was the pre-eminence of
the "holy of holies," in relation to the other holy
places, which caused it to be so designated. So the
pre-eminence of the "eon of the eons" lies in its being
the fruitage and harvest of previous eons. The same is
true of the "holies of the holies" of Heb. 9:25. They
may be likened to the "eons of the eons" of Rev. 11:15;
22:5. Luke 1:33 says of Christ's "kingdom there shall
be no end." While the kingdom itself will not end, but
the reign of Christ for the eons of the eons will end
when He delivers up the kingdom to the Father (1 Cor.
15:24-26)."
<https://www.tentmaker.org/books/asw/Chapter5.html>

"A very important lesson may be learned from the
terms used to describe the 'holy places.' When dealing
with the eons, we are often told that 'the eons of the
eons' is an effort to express infinity, 'ages tumbling
on ages,' 'ages on ages,' etc. If the Biblical authors
meant “ages tumbling upon ages” or “ages upon ages”, as
some claim (in a desperate attempt to explain why the
Biblical authors would use such an unusual phrase and
construction to refer to endlessness or eternity), why
didn’t the Biblical authors just say that? The word
“upon” did exist in Greek and is used elsewhere in the
New Testament – why not use it if that’s what they
meant? Why didn’t they just say, “ages upon ages” if
that’s what they meant? Why specifically say “of”
instead? Again, it only makes sense if you realize that
the New Testament writers had Hebrew/Jewish backgrounds,
were extremely familiar with the Hebrew Scriptures (the
Old Testament), and were simply taking a very common
way of referring to the greatest of a group in Hebrew
that was used often in the Old Testament, “(whatever)
of (whatever)”, and using that same language
construction with which they were very familiar, in
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Greek to refer to the greatest two ages of the ages of
human history that God has planned.
More on the Holy of holies
But if we will transfer these expressions from time
to space, we may more readily see how little ground
there is for such explanations. 'The holies of the
holies' is not to be understood as 'holies tumbling on
holies,' but holy places made preeminently holy in
relation to other holy places. All inside the court was
holy; but the two places inside the building were
'holies of the holies'-- the most holy of all."
"The holy of the holies is commonly and correctly
understood as a single holy place. Why should not 'the
eon of the eons' be a single eon? The preeminence of
the 'holy of the holies' lies in its relation to the
other holy places. So the preeminence of the 'eon of
the eons' lies in its being the fruitage and harvest of
the preceding eons. The confusing translations and
expositions which hide the truth on the eons from us
would never be tolerated if they were applied to such
tangible objects as the tabernacle and temple."
<http://www.theheraldofgodsgrace.org/Loudy/Purpose/GodsEonianPurpose04.htm>

To repeat: "The holy of the holies" is commonly and
correctly understood as a single holy place. Why should
not 'the eon of the eons' be a single eon? The
preeminence of the 'holy of the holies' lies in its
relation to the other holy places. So the preeminence
of the 'eon of the eons' lies in its being the fruitage
and harvest of the preceding eons. The confusing
translations and expositions which hide the truth on
the eons from us would never be tolerated if they were
applied to such tangible objects as the tabernacle and
temple."
<https://www.tentmaker.org/books/asw/Chapter5.html>

Continuing on we arrive in “the holy of holies.”
Holy of Holies- eon five
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”

We walked on and have arrived in "the holy of holies."
This eon runs from the time when the earth is renewed with
fervent heat, heavenly Jerusalem descends to earth and the
rest of the dead are resurrected. The mercy seat in "the
holy of holies" is a type of white throne of judgement for
all resurrected Mankind. God dwells with mankind (still
flesh) and judges from His white throne in righteous
judgement. Those who died in the past have now been
resurrected and learn to know Him. All will know Him and
every knee shall bow in humble worship of God. At the end is
the consummation when God is ALL in ALL (I Cor 15:28).
This represents the eon running from the time
when the Earth is renewed with fervent heat,
2Peter 3:12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of
the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall
be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent
heat?
“Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of
God” (vs. 12). A Christian should be looking forward to
and desiring the Lord’s return. Like John, he should
pray, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus”” (Rev. 22:20).
Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. General Epistles Vol. 1
(James, 1 - 2 Peter Commentary)
'hasting' - swiftness, eagerness
The day of God and the day of the Lord are
evidently in the same context – Dr. Estep
Heavenly Jerusalem descends to Earth,
Revelation 21:2 And I John saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared
as a bride adorned for her husband.
and the rest of the dead are resurrected.
Revelation 20:5 But the rest of the dead lived not
again until the thousand years were finished. This [is]
the first resurrection.
The mercy seat is in the “the holy of holies”.
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God then dwells with Mankind →
Revelation 21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth:
for the first heaven and the first earth were passed
away; and there was no more sea.
Revelation 21:6 And he said unto me, It is done. I am
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give
unto him that is a thirst of the fountain of the water
of life freely.
→ during the fifth eon. At the end of this fifth and last eon
comes the consummation when God is ALL in ALL.
1Corinthians 15:28 And when all things shall be
subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be
subject unto him that put all things under him, that
God may be all in all.
The fifth eon runs from the fire judgment at the
end of the Millennium, until the Consummation, when the
last creature will be subjected to Christ. In this last
eon God will show Himself in the new Jerusalem, on the
newly created world. Those who died in the past have
now been resurrected and learn to know Him. Again the
scale on which Mankind knows God has been enlarged.
Then it will be what the Lord already announced in the
sermon on the mount.
Matthew 5:8 Blessed [are] the pure in heart: for they
shall see God.
<http://www.bibleanalytics.ca/tabernacle.html>
<http://www.theheraldofgodsgrace.org/Janse/tabernacle.htm>

Additional Tabernacle details
"This really divides into three and two for only
the last two are in the tabernacle itself and are
called 'the holies of the holies,' just as the last two
worlds, or eons, are distinguished by actual entrance
into the sphere of God's presence, and are called 'the
eons of the eons."
"The tabernacle and temple system never reaches back to
the first eon. It is always from the disruption
(translated "foundation" in the King James Bible). So
it had no jurisdiction beyond the confines of the camp.
It is essentially, in both time and space, an eclectic,
exclusive, limited arrangement, just as Israel's place
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in the eonian times."
"The second world and eon, from the 'disruption' to the
'flood,' is the scene of sin, with no means of covering
or cleansing. So the camp was peopled with sinners
whose only recourse was to go through it into the
sacred enclosure, if they wished to approach God or
settle for their sins."
"The third, or central, division is the court of the
tabernacle, which is certainly most suggestive of the
present world and eon. The brazen altar, that supreme
type of the death of Christ, reminds us that this
present world and eon has been hallowed by the great
Sacrifice, which also makes it possible to enter into
the holy places beyond. In this eon, wicked as it is,
is the true Laver for the cleansing of all defilement.
True, the full effect of the altar and laver have not
yet been felt, but that is because we have not as yet
entered into the holy places. These figure the future
worlds and eons."
"The glory of God is not revealed in the court, but is
behind a curtain and coverings. Neither has God
revealed His glory to this world, or this eon. But in
the millennial era, the kingdom administration in the
coming eon, there will be at least a partial revelation
of His magnificence. The furniture of the holy place,
the lampstand, the table of show bread, and the golden
altar, are all beautifully typical of Christ Himself in
that eon, and of the portion which will be enjoyed by
the saints of that blessed day."
<http://www.theheraldofgodsgrace.org/Loudy/Purpose/GodsEonianPurpose04.htm>

The Tabernacle is a great means of understanding
the eons and the different phrases such as
"The eon of the eon"
"The eon of the eons"
"The eons of the eons"
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< http://www.saviourofall.org/charts/ChartOfJudgments.html>

Conclusions
These five ages, so deeply interrelated, are
arranged according to God's own plan and He has enacted
in them in such a way that they provide redemption that
is not only for sins committed, but also for the very
root, sin and selfishness.
2Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him [to be] sin for
us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him.
1686

Romans 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified
with [him], that the body of sin might be destroyed,
that henceforth we should not serve sin.
Furthermore, this delivers us from the rudiments
and wretched elements of this world, for, through the
Cross,
Galatians 6:14 But God forbid that I should glory,
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the
world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.
Ephesians 3:11 According to the eternal purpose which
he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord:

The 'eternal' purpose of God, or, as it literally
reads, "according to [the]purpose of the ages"
will work out as God has purposed; it will not fail,
God shall be "all in all" (1Cor. 15:28). The saving
work of Christ is to last throughout the ages, Jesus
Christ the same yesterday, today and for the ages
(Hebrews 13:8, literal).
Returning now to the discussion of Matthew 25:46
with our improved understanding of this verse:
Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.
What do the Greek language experts say, focusing
mainly on Matthew 25:46? (Partly my highlighting.)
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https://www.reddit.com/r/Christianity/comments/1klwqk/why_is_jesus_using_aion
ios_in_matthew_2546/

Basically:
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Aion means "age" and can also suggest a world
associated with that age (e.g. Industrial Age,
Industrial World)
•
The word aionios is composed of aion + ios which
means, as demonstrated before, "pertaining to aion"
• God is "aionios" which means God pertains to the
ages
"The word 'AION' [age] is never used in Scripture or
anywhere else in the sense of endlessness (vulgarly
called eternity). It always meant, both in Scripture
and out, a period of time...aionios (the adjective from
aion) therefore means and must mean, belonging to an
epoch, or the epoch; aionios kolasis [appearing as
"eternal punishment" in our versions, Matthew 25:46; cp.
2 Thessalonians 1:9] is the punishment allotted to that
epoch.
•

"The Greek word translated punishment or chastisement
is kolasin, which comes from a root verb meaning "to
curtail; thus, to prune; figuratively, to chastise,
restrain." The Concordant Literal New Testament[CLV]
best captures the meaning with chastening eonian. In
other words, the punishment is actually a chastening or
a correcting* of behavior rather than a penal
punishment in which there is no concern for the outcome
to the individual, other than continual punishment. The
chastening has an end in view and that is restoration
and restitution, not, as some say, "Throw one in jail
(i.e., a torture chamber called hell),lock it up, and
throw away the key forever."
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* Of course, not every sinner will not humble themselves to
God. If not he/she will ultimately die in the lake of
fire.
But be assured, it will come to an end when the demand
of God's law is fulfilled.
The phrases "eternal life" and "everlasting" appear
in our standard translations. They reflect the
Platonizing influence at work on translators - and
indeed on Christianity in general. The real meaning of
these phrases is "the life of the age to come" or "life
in the age to come (eonian life)."Life in the age to
come is synonymous with life in the future Kingdom of
Jehovah God on the Earth The "life of the age "
gives the right sense for Daniel's "life of the age
(eon)" (Daniel 12:2)

This is the Christian hope and the heart of the Gospel
of the Kingdom. It is the Life of the Age following the
resurrection of the dead from the sleep of death.
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Language expert Dr. Vincent had this to say about
"eternal life" as it's spoken of in the Bible: "Ζωη
αιωνιος eternal life, which occurs 42 times inthe N.T., is
not endless life, but life pertaining to a certain
age or aeon, or continuing during that aeon. I repeat,
life may be endless. The life in union with Christ is
endless, but the fact is not expressed by αιωνιος . . ."
(p. 60, vol. IV, Vincent's Word Studies of the New
Testament) As Dr. Vincent explains: "These words do
not convey the concept of "eternity" or "endlessness"
as we understand it... There is one aeon of a human
life, another of the life of a nation, another of a
crow's life, another of an oak's life. The length of
the aeon depends on the subject to which it is
attached... As Dr. Vincent stated in the quote above,
this does not preclude some who are raised to live in
that kingdom from having "everlasting life" as we
commonly understand it..."
<http://www.shalach.org/Hell/greek%20aion.htm>

Dr. Beecher remarks that the sense of endless given
to the aionian phraseology "fills the Old Testament
with contradictions, for it would make it declare the
absolute eternity of systems which it often and
emphatically declares to be temporary. Nor can it be
said that aiónios denotes lasting as long as the nature
of things permits. The Mosaic ordinances might have
lasted at least to the end of the world, but did not.
Moreover, on this principle the exceptions to the true
sense of the word exceed its proper use; for in the
majority of cases in the Old Testament aiónios is
applied to that which is limited and temporary.
Now if endless punishment awaits millions of the
human race, and if it is denoted by this word, is it
possible that only David, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, and
Malachi use the word to define punishment, in all less
than a dozen times, while Job, Moses, Joshua, Ruth,
Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Solomon, Ezekiel, Hosea, Joel,
Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk,
Zephaniah, Haggai, and Zachariah never employ it in
this way? Such silence is criminal. These holy men
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should and would have made every sentence bristle with
the word, and thus have borne the awful message to the
soul with an emphasis that could be neither resisted
nor disputed. The fact that the word is so seldom, and
by so few applied to punishment, and never in the Old
Testament to punishment beyond death, demonstrates that
it cannot mean endless."
<

https://www.tentmaker.org/books/Aion_lim.html>

"There are FIVE AGES, or aggregates of ages,
involving temporary systems, spoken of in the Bible.
These ages are distinctly stated to be temporary, and
yet to them all are applied olam and its reduplications,
as fully and emphatically as they are to God. This is a
positive demonstration that the word olam, as affirmed
by Taylor and Fuerst in their Hebrew Concordances means
an indefinite period or age, past or future, and not an
absolute eternity. When applied to God, the idea of
Eternity is derived from Him, and not from the
word. . . . This indefinite division of time is
represented olam (Greek aión). Hence we find, since
there are many ages, or periods, that the word is used
in the plural. Moreover, since one great period or age
can comprehend under it subordinate ages, we find such
expressions as an age of ages, or an olam of olams, and
other reduplications."
<https://richardwaynegarganta.com/AION%20and%20AIONIOS.htm#N_48_>

In Dr. Farrar's book, Mercy and Judgment, (p. 378),
"Since aion meant 'age,' aionios means, properly,
'belonging to an age,' or 'age-long,' and anyone who
asserts that it must mean 'endless' defends a position
which even Augustine practically abandoned twelve
centuries ago. Even if aion always meant 'eternity,'
which is not the case in classic or Hellenistic Greekaionios could still mean only 'belonging to eternity'
and not 'lasting through it."
Professor Knappe of Halle wrote, "The Hebrew was
destitute of any single word to express endless
duration. The pure idea of eternity is NOT FOUND IN ANY
OF THE ANCIENT LANGUAGE."
<https://bible-truths.com/aeonion.htm>

1692

1Corinthians 8:13 Wherefore, if meat make my brother
to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth,
lest I make my brother to offend.

"So also Paul says, 'I will eat no flesh while the
world standeth', literally 'to the age,' elsewhere
translated 'forever'. 'Eis ton aiona' here is the
period of his own life and if the saying was to be
rendered idiomatically, it should have been translated,
'as long as I live.'"
AV → 'while the world standeth'
Greek → 'to the age'
"I should think if Paul ate no meat for the period of
his life, he would eat none literally forever; and the
argument is but a plausible deception. If the apostle
were going to eat meat in eternity, it would have
force."
"The word “everlasting” is translated from the Greek
word aionion, which is derived from the root word aion.
This word can mean “eternal,” but often the correct
definition is “age.” The correct English translation in
Matthew 25:41 is “age-lasting” fire.
The valley of Hinnom will perpetually burn during
the “age” of Christ’s rule on the Earth. The world will
enjoy one thousand years of “enforced” peace (Rev.
20:4-6) under Christ and the resurrected saints. As a
stern warning to the rest of the world, the
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incorrigibly wicked (those whose minds are set in
unrepentant disobedience to God) will be cast into that
fire (Isa. 66:24).
In Revelation 20:14 and 21:3, the “everlasting
punishment” (Matt. 25:46) is referred to as the “second
death.” To be destroyed for all eternity is eternal
punishment. Nowhere does God’s Word teach that the
wicked will experience eternal punishing. Malachi 4:3
shows that they will be completely burned up, becoming
ashes under the feet of the righteous. Also notice that
Matthew 25:46 contrasts the punishment coming on the
wicked—everlasting death—with the reward offered to the
righteous—eternal life."
<https://rcg.org/questions/p127.a.html>

"The word
(aidios) is commonly employed by the
writers of the New Testament:
= "for ever", while
was a phrase employed to denote "that which
exists everlastingly". Moreover, the noun formed from
this word is
, which is the Greek word for
"Eternity". But the word employed to convey the length
of time when referring to "punishment" was not
(aidios = forever = without end) but was in fact
(aionios = age-long = long but terminable period), a
word which is used hundreds of times in the Bible to
denote a terminable period and also in comparative
literature (Josephus, the historian uses both
(aidios) and
(aionios) to demonstrate literal
endlessness and terminableness respectively)."
<http://christianspiritualism.org/articles/everlastingaionios.htm>

In light of the above language expert opinions To repeat, not once did Jesus ever endorse the doctrine
of endless punishment. Rather, He takes a stand against
it by using aionios instead of aidios. The Bible only
uses the word aidios two times. Aionios would not have
been used if Christ or His Disciples meant to convey
endless torment.
"Scripture speaks of the “eonian times” (2 Timothy
1:9; Titus 1:2). All intelligent Bible scholars know
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that “the end of the aion” not the end of the world,
but of this age. Each eon has a beginning and an end.
The Times of the Eons are the scene of sin. They record
its entrance and foretell its exit. They had a definite
Beginning and will have a definite Consummation.
Theology has made one of its hugest errors in
stretching the terms descriptive of these times into
such expressions as 'forever' and 'forever and ever'.”
Eonian life is limited the eons. The “everlasting
punishment” of Matthew 25:46 lasts for that eon, little
over a thousand years. The eonian life of the believer
lasts for two eons. How can anyone have eonian life
after they are past? All then have life for death is
also past."(abolished)
< http://kingdom-resources.com/2017/10/02/all-in-all-by-adolph-eknoch/>

God’s Punishments Have Purpose
"In examining "aeonios" as it is applied to
punishment, we see that this too pertains to a period
of time or age in which God is working out His purposes.
The Greek word translated 'punishment' is 'kolasis',
which means 'to curtail, retrain, chastise, or prune.'
Aeonios chastisement would then be a sentence of
chastisement with both a beginning and an end, for the
purpose of correction. The fact that the sentence of
chastisement has an end does not in any way take away
from its severity (Rom. 11:22). God has promised
judgment to the Gentiles until He sends forth judgment
unto victory - Matt. 12:18-20. For when God’s judgments
are in the Earth, the inhabitants of the world will
learn righteousness - Isa.26:9. Never are God’s
chastisements meaningless, as they would be if aeonios
punishment were forever. Even those who have not
benefited from His judgments while living on this Earth,
will one day experience His judgments, for "it is
appointed unto men once to die, but after this the
judgment" Heb. 9:27. The marvelous truth of the gospel
is that God’s chastisements are redemptive. Ultimately
all the ends of the Earth shall know God, for He has
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sworn by Himself, and the word has gone out of His
mouth in righteousness and shall not return void, that
unto Him every knee (most) shall bow and every (most)
tongue shall swear-Isa. 45:22-23; Phil .2:10-11."
Romans 14:11 For it is written, [As] I live, saith the
Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall
confess to God.
“This reference is probably to the great white throne
doctrinally. Here takes it and applies it spiritually to the
judgment seat of Christ. It’s a judgment and the same kind
of thing is going to take place except one is a judgment on
the church and the other is a judgment at the end of the
millennium, both millennial saints and the unsaved dead.
Spiritually it could apply to any judgment, doctrinally the
passage in Isaiah 45 probably refers just to the great white
throne.”- Dr. Estep
But not everyone will be at to the judgment seat of
Christ.
1Timothy 4:10 For therefore we both labour and suffer
reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is
the Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe.

◄ 3122. malista ►
Strong's Concordance
malista: most
Original Word: μάλιστα
Part of Speech: Adverb, Superlative
Transliteration: malista
Phonetic Spelling: (mal'-is-tah)
Definition: most
Usage: most of all, especially.

The point being made here is that for the lost
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'corrective punishment' is remedial punishment in the
lake of fire, not torture. The term "punishment" or
"torment" ("kolasis" in Greek), means remedial
(corrective) punishment, rather than vindictive
punishment, according to world-renowned Greek scholar
William Barclay. This does not imply eternal
(endless), as the term "aion" is almost always
referring to a finite period of time in Scripture and
in those in early Christian writings (most of the
earliest fathers wrote in Greek).
Corrective punishment cannot last forever. The
punishment spoken of in Matthew 25:46 is corrective,
not eternal vindictive punishment. From corrective
punishment a saved sinner can eventually be restored.
Corrective punishment would be pointless if it took
forever to achieve its goal.
So the term "punishment" or "torment" ("kolasis" in
Greek), means remedial (corrective) punishment, rather
than vindictive punishment, according to world-renowned
Greek scholar William Barclay. This does not imply
eternal (endless), as the word "aion" is almost always
referring to a finite period of time in Scripture."
Regarding aion Dr. Marvin Vincent, a notable New
Testament scholar, in 'Word Studies of the New
Testament' wrote the following:
"The length of the aion depends on the subject to
which it is attached. It is sometimes translated
"world," with "world" representing a period or a series
of periods of time. (See Matt 12:32; Matt 13:40-49; 1
Cor. 1:20; 1 Cor. 1:20; Ephesians 1:21). Similarly the
worlds, the universe, the aggregate of the ages or
periods, and their contents which are included in the
duration of the world. (1 Cor. 2:7; 1 Cor. 10:11; Heb.
1:2; Heb 9:26; Heb 11:3)"
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"The word aion always carries the notion of time,
and not of eternity. It always means a period of time.
Otherwise it would be impossible to account for the
plural, or for such qualifying expressions as this age,
or the age to come. It does not mean something endless
or everlasting. ... The adjective aionios in like
manner carries the idea of time. Neither the noun nor
the adjective, in themselves, carry the sense of
endless or everlasting." (pp. 58-59, vol. IV, Vincent's
Word Studies of the New Testament.
Aionion should never be translated “everlasting”
because aion and its adjective are clearly time words
that have beginnings and endings. And “punishment” for
the Greek “kolasin” is too strong a word. Kolasin means
“to prune a tree to make it more fruitful.” There is
nothing fruitful about eternal damnation in burning
flames.
The “fire eonian” of Matthew 25:41, is the “fire”
which ensues at the beginning of the thousand years. It
is a figure of the goat nations’ painful, eonian
chastening, during the coming eon, according to the
writings of the prophets. The fire is like that
mentioned by the prophets which overtakes those nations
which oppose Israel.
Here, in Matthew 25, the fiery judgment is extended
to eonian proportions in order to preserve Israel
during the era of the kingdom. Within the terms of this
account, it seems certain that the ones in view for
whom this "fire" is said to be made ready are “the any
adversarial nation (or group of nations) and its or
other protagonists who had spoken against Israel. These
will therefore be chastened accordingly in the day of
the Lord. “Adversary” is not a proper noun; it is not
always used in reference to the great spirit being,
Satan.
<http://www.saviourofall.org/charts/ChartOfJudgments.html>

The subject of Jesus Christ’s statement in Matthew
25:41 concerns the wicked people of the nations who
wouldn't help the poor and the needy, who will be
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burned up in the lake of fire. This is a verse about
the fate of certain people; it is not a verse about the
fate of Satan. In this verse Satan is only mentioned
very incidentally, simply to identify one very specific
fire. But the devil himself is not the subject of the
statement that Jesus Christ made in this verse.
From Malachi 4:1 we have shown that the wicked are
burned up completely, leaving them "neither root nor
branch", and that they will be "ashes under the soles
of one's feet" (Malachi 4:3). That will be at the time
of "the lake of fire" (see Revelation 20:14). From
Revelation chapter 21 we also know that the lake of
fire is then followed by the new heaven and the new
earth and the New Jerusalem, a new Creation which will
usher in a completely new age.
So what did Jesus Christ mean when He said
"prepared for the devil and his angels"? If it is a
fire that will burn up those human beings that did not
willingly submit themselves to God, how was that fire
"prepared for" the devil? The devil cannot really "be
burned", can he? Wasn’t the fire "prepared for" burning
up wicked physical human beings, rather than burning
Satan?
Jesus Christ actually used the expression "prepared
for" twice in this particular context. Here are these
two statements:
Matthew 25:34 Then shall the King say unto them on his
right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world:
- inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world.
Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:
- everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his
angels This fire is called "everlasting" (Greek:
aionion, "age lasting") because of its everlasting
effects.
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The expression "the foundation of the world" in
verse 34 refers to the time when God developed the plan
of salvation. The Earth has some type of foundation the basis or groundwork of anything, that on which
anything stands, the basis of an edifice, that part of
a building which lies on the ground. The Earth has
foundations, which are fastened upon something. There
is a cornerstone of this Earth someplace. God can do
this just by spoken words. The preparations for the
Kingdom of have been going on for a long time.
Note that "the fire" that is going to burn up the
wicked and also this entire present physical creation
has also been "in preparation" for a very, very long
time, in fact for much longer than the preparations for
the coming Kingdom. Preparations for this particular
fire have been ongoing ever since the day when Satan
rose up in rebellion against God and attempted to take
over God’s throne
Isaiah 14:13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will
ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the
stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the
congregation, in the sides of the north:
Isaiah 14:14 I will ascend above the heights of the
clouds; I will be like the most High.
- That was a long time before God created Adam and
Eve.
To the translators "prepared for the devil and his
angels" implied the place where Satan will spend all
future eternity. But that was not at all what Jesus
Christ was saying. This is not a statement about
Satan’s fate. It is a statement about the fate of
rebellious human beings, and Satan is only mentioned as
a reference point.
The correct meaning of Matthew 25:41 is:
"Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand,
Depart from me, ye cursed, into the "age-lasting" fire,
prepared because of (what) the devil and his angels
(had done)."
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That fire is not prepared "for" Satan and the
demons. That fire is prepared because of Satan’s
rebellion. It is entirely Satan’s fault that the God
has to resort to the drastic measure of actually
permanently destroying by fire something that God had
created - this present physical Universe.
The fire identified in Matthew 25:41 will bring one
particular age to a permanent and irreversible end. It
will bring to an end the age during which Satan was
able to influence the minds of other created beings
(first angels and later human beings). Satan could
persuade other free independent minds to accept his
selfish way of thinking. He was able to influence one
third of all the angels. He was also able to influence
human beings to accept his way of thinking.
The purpose of this fire is not to inflict some
kind of eternal, conscious torture on anyone.
That’s what perverse human minds, heavily
influenced by Satan, come up with - that God uses fire
as a form of torture. But that thought is perverse. God
uses fire, not to inflict torture, but to take both
sinful human beings 'out of existence' (they perish,
not annihilate). God has chosen to use fire to
officially, as well as visibly, represent the
destruction of sinful people. God uses fire to achieve
the status for things as though they had never even
existed in the first place, the principle of Obadiah
1:16.
Obadiah 1:16 For as ye have drunk upon my holy
mountain, [so] shall all the heathen drink continually,
yea, they shall drink, and they shall swallow down, and
they shall be as though they had not been.
'had not been' - God is so determined to obliterate
them it will be like they (the nations) had never been
there. Actually in the Millennium there'll be no
evidence of the nations that were there during and
before the Tribulation. Any evidence of the nations
that will be destroyed will be completely obliterated.
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God will do it so powerfully it will be as if they'd
never been.
In that context: The length of time for which that
fire will burn is totally and completely unknown to us
and irrelevant.
Jesus Christ had no intention of telling His
disciples and us for that matter, how long that fire
will burn. So Jesus Christ did not intend for us to get
the impression that the fire will be "everlasting" or
even "age-lasting". This is simply not a comment about
how long that fire will burn. It is the everlasting in
its results, as we have stressed; it is what that fire
will achieve, which is total everlasting destruction.
Throwing unrepentant sinners into the lake of fire
will eradicate every last vestige of Satan’s influence.
Satan and his demons will be banished into "the
blackness of darkness"
Jude 1:13 Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their
own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the
blackness of darkness for ever.
completely and permanently cut off from any kind of
contact with God and with God’s Family. And everything
physical that existed before Satan is banished will be
destroyed by fire. That fire was prepared in Matthew
25:41, it was made necessary, because of what Satan has
done.
While the Greek expression in this verse literally
means "age-lasting fire", it will in effect be an "ageending fire". That is really what Jesus Christ was
conveying in this verse. It was a constraint of the
biblical Greek language, with its rather limited
vocabulary, that prevented Matthew from writing this
statement in such a way that it would be translated
into English as "age-ending fire". This difficulty was
compounded by the fact that the concept of an ageending fire for the entire Universe was difficult for
Christ’s audience in Matthew 25 to grasp.
So an expanded paraphrase of what Jesus Christ
really said in Matthew 25:41 goes as follows:
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"Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand,
Depart from me, ye cursed, into the fire that will
irreversibly end the age during which Satan and also
human beings were able to sin and to cause damage,
which fire was prepared because of what Satan and his
demons had done when they rose up in rebellion against
God." - This is the correct meaning of Matthew 25:41.
How long that fire will actually burn is not
mentioned, and not even hinted at. The time taken by
that fire is immaterial. Does it matter for us to know
how long it will burn? What that fire achieves is the
only thing that matters.
That fire will very strongly end the age when
certain forms of rebellion against God and against
God’s way of thinking and reasoning were possible.
After that fire rebellion against God will no longer be
a possibility. That is really what Matthew 25:41 is
saying.
To repeat, how long that fire will actually burn is
not mentioned, and not even hinted at. The time taken
by that fire is immaterial. As we've been saying, it's
the everlasting results that fire achieves is the only
thing that matters.
That fire will very forcefully end the age when
certain forms of rebellion against God and against
God’s way of thinking and reasoning were possible.
After that fire rebellion against God will no longer be
a possibility. That is really what Matthew 25:41 is
really saying.
So an expanded paraphrase of what Jesus Christ
really said in Matthew 25:41 reads as follows:
"Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand,
Depart from me, ye cursed, into the fire that will
irreversibly end the age during which Satan and also
human beings were able to sin and to cause damage,
which fire was prepared because of what Satan and his
demons had done when they rose up in rebellion against
God." (The correct meaning of Matthew 25:41)
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The “everlasting fire"* was prepared for the devil
and his angels” (Matthew 25:41). Jesus later describes
this as an “everlasting punishment" (Matthew 25:46).
Dr. Ruckman: "Practically speaking, the two statements
sum up the doctrinal controversy over intermediate
states. You are either blessed (Romans 4:1–10) or you
are cursed (Galatians 3:10–13), The blessed are given
eternal life which is called “everlasting” (John 3:16;
Luke 18:30; John 3:36, 6:47, 12:50; 1 Tim 1:16; Acts
13:46; John 3:15, 4:36, 17:3; Acts 13:48; 1 John 5:11,
13, 20; Jude 21), and the cursed are given everlasting
fire which is called “everlasting punishment” (Matthew
25:46; Daniel. 12:2; Jude 6–7—“eternal fire”, Mark
3:29).
Practically speaking, the passage defines
eternal life as never ending fellowship with the King
in His favor and light. The saved sheep and the lost
goats are extracted individually from among those
nations assembled, being nothing before the extraction
(Joel 3:2, 12, 14). They are judged for their treatment
of those people who are never numbered among the
nations (see Num. 23:9). The everlasting punishment* IS
everlasting fire (Matt. 25:41, 46), and the life
eternal (vs. 46) includes a millennial inheritance (vs.
34; Col. 3:24; Eph. 5:5; Gal. 5:21; 1 Cor. 6:9), which
is not heaven."
*See the discussion on everlasting punishment below.
Matthew 25:46 Does Not Prove Eternal Torment
Many assumes that “everlasting punishment” means
that the act of punishing the unsaved is what continues
on for eternity. However, this assumption is
unwarranted. Considering the grammar, the reason for
this is actually quite simple. Basically, when other
nouns of action are qualified as eternal, it is often
the results of the act, and not the act itself, that is
everlasting. If this is even a reasonable possibility
with Matthew 25:46, then one can no longer say that
this proves the wicked always consciously live; the
one-time act of destroying sinners as punishment would
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yield the eternal result of them suffering the second
death. And as we've stated, this fire is age-ending.
This difficult to understand concept is compounded by
the fact that the concept of an age-ending fire for the
entire Universe was difficult for Christ’s audience in
Matthew 25 to grasp.
Now consider again:
Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.
“Everlasting punishment” doesn't necessarily mean
that the act of punishing is continuing for Eternity.
Notice the word is punishment, not punishing. Punishing
would be continuous, while punishment is one act. The
punishment of the wicked is death (the second) and this
death is everlasting. Nowhere in Scripture will one
find that the wicked will receive eternal life. Only
the righteous will.
Nouns of Action (like “Punishment") in English and
in Greek and just in general, can often be taken in
more than one way. The word “punishment” is no
different. Destruction is eternal punishment. God
punishes the wicked by destroying them while they are
alive and punishable. The result, the punishment that
results from the act of punishing, is that they are
destroyed and will never ever come back to life.
Also consider the following article which is in
harmony with what we are claiming in this document. The
following important paper both supports and amplifies
the views put forth in this document. It is presented
in its entirety in the Appendix (my highlighting).
If Everlasting Punishment is not Eternal then how can
Life be Eternal? (Matthew 25:46)
Matthew 25:46 Commentary - By Gary Amirault
- Does Eternal Punishment have to be as long as
Eternal life because the adjective “aionios” is used to
describe both punishment and life?
- From this article - "The concept of “everlasting
punishment” does NOT exist in either the Hebrew nor the
Greek languages of the Christian Scriptures."
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See Appendix for complete article.
'Hell' is not only a punishment for what a person
has done; it is also a consequence of what a person
becomes by sinning and dying in a state of unrepentance.
'Hell' is very analogous to a dump, which may be why
one of the biblical terms for hell is Gehenna, which
alludes to the Valley of Hinnom outside Jerusalem where
the city dump was located. When people refuse to be
salvaged by God through the grace and restoration that
He offers, they lose whatever appetite they had for God
and the pursuit of His will that they might have once
had and acquire an appetite for self-reign. Such an
appetite is rendered permanent at physical death when
the soul is separated from the physical mechanisms
which gave it the capacity to change and it is
destroyed along with the body (Matthew 10:28).
So the soul is sent to a place consistent with its
content - and this place 'hell' (Gehenna) is described
as a lake of fire. But the implication that souls
remain in hell forever, consciously experiencing
sensations which, from the perspective of the saved,
are well - described as fiery torment and agony is not
true. First, simply because the premise of the
immortality of the soul in the unbeliever is not true.
God tosses unrepentant sinners into this dumpster
because He is intent that they will be destroyed.
Second, destruction means the banishment from God's
presence is perpetual because the non-repentance of the
inhabitants of 'hell' (Gehenna) has perpetual RESULTS.
A good steward generally does not toss something which
was once cherished, but is now broken, into the
dumpster only because it is broken. He tosses it into
the dumpster because he is aware that it will stay
broken (be destroyed both body and soul (self) (Matthew
10:28). If the all-powerful God created the soul then
it seems logical that he can destroy the soul. Such a
soul, unrepentant in its position, would be more
comfortable serving his/her 'sentence', (that being
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whatever their impenitent heart treasurest - Romans
2:5-6) in a lake of fire, existing on their own without
the blessings provided by God, than it could be in the
presence of God.
Matthew 25:41 and 25:46 don't describe Gods anger;
they describe fire. Whether a judge feels anger or not
when passing sentence upon the guilty, the continuation
of the punishment of the guilty is not dependent on the
continuation of the judges anger. Here in Matthew 25,
Jesus is depicted as seemingly having a strong belief
in 'hell', but other passages in the Bible indicate
that there is no such place. As we showed, every
instance of the word 'hell' in the KJB is a
mistranslation of a word that does not mean hell.

Biblical examples of 'eternal' showing the results are
what is everlasting
Hebrews 6:2 Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying
on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of
eternal judgment.
Regarding Hebrews 6:2 and “eternal judgment,” what
is eternal is the outcome; God judges, and the judgment
is the result. Likewise, it at least could be the case
that God punishes the unsaved by destroying them and
the punishment is the result, a result that last for
eternity. Consider:
Mark 3:29 But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy
Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of
eternal damnation:
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<SALVATOR MUNDI: Or Is Christ the Saviour of all Men? By Samuel Cox>

<Evangelical Dictionary of Theology edited by Walter A. Elwell>
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Greek: eternal sin
KJB: eternal damnation
The person who commits the “eternal sin” is not
doing this act for Eternity. If that were the case they
would never actually finish the act. Context clues us
in even further. This passage isn’t referring to some
vague “unpardonable sin.” The text tells us what is in
view: the Pharisees saying that Jesus had an unclean
spirit. In other words, after having seen Jesus cast
out demons, clearly an act of God, they instead slander
him and accuse him of working on behalf of the devil.
To do so was to blaspheme the Holy Spirit, by whose
power Jesus was working. It was an act of finite
duration that they committed (though probably more than
once). They said “he has an unclean spirit,” not “he
has an unclean spirit for all eternity". It is a sin
with eternal consequences. Once one has done it, they
have no hope ever.
Hebrews 5:9 And being made perfect, he became the
author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;
Concerning eternal punishment as written in places
such as Matthew 25:46 - The concept of eternal
punishment is to be read in contrast with the eternal
salvation (Hebrews 5:9) of the saved. Does this mean
that the saved are subjected to an ongoing eternal
process of redemption that never concludes? No, it is
the consequence of redemption that is eternal, it is
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done once, finished, and the results last forever.
Similarly the punishment of the unrighteous must be
understood as eternal in consequence, not an ongoing
process which never concludes. In fact, surely if the
punishment of the unrighteous never reaches its
conclusion then God would be leaving His justice
forever unfinished. Is this not fully incompatible with
the very concept of Final Judgment?
The act of saving us will not go on for eternity.
Why would it need to? Jesus already died an rose again
to save us. Most would take this for granted. Jesus
will not be continually in the act of saving us, but
the result, that we are saved (our “salvation”), lasts
for ever and ever.
Returning to
Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.

A major reason why this passage is believed to
prove eternal torment is because it says “punishment”
and punishment, it is argued, must mean pain or some
sort of conscious suffering, and therefore must mean
that the person is alive and conscious to suffer. We
have previously stated that the unsaved person may be
conscious and alive when God punishes them with
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destruction in the lake of fire (Gehenna). But it is the
case that the punishment (the result of being punished)
continues only as long as the person is alive/conscious
to feel it and be aware. Consider capital punishment
which is most often the most severe penalty inflicted
on Earth for crimes. The person is alive when the
punishment is inflicted, but we don’t simply measure
the punishment in terms of their conscious suffering.
If that were the case, a short stint in prison or maybe
even a fine would be more severe. The punishment is the
years of life that are lost. The punishment continues
on after the infliction of the punishment and the
consciousness of it ends.
Sinners are alive at judgment, and God inflicts
punishment unto them. He punishes them by destroying
them both body and soul (self) (Matthew 10:28). But
just as the judgment of Hebrews 6:2 does not end the
moment that God stops the act of judging, so here the
punishment does not end the moment that God stops the
punishing. Just as Christ redeemed us once and for all
and yet the redemption lasts for eternity, so here God
punishes the wicked once and for all (by destroying
them), and yet the punishment lasts for eternity. They
are destroyed. They are killed and dead forever (the
second death), deprived of the eternity of life they
would have otherwise had. And this time, it is at God’s
hand, done in body and soul (self) and there is no
escaping it or reversing it. It is thus “everlasting
punishment.”
4b1.5) Additional: 'Damnation' is a mistranslation
"shall receive greater damnation' The Greek says simply, "These
shall receive the greater judgment"
(We've

already proved 'hell' and 'damnation' are mistranslations)

"The first class of Scriptures we have to examine
are those in which the words "hell" and "damnation"
occur, for it is on these passages mainly that the
popular misconception is based. If these two words were
expunged from the Bible, we doubt whether most of those
who read it would not feel that the whole dogma of an
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endless torment in the future had vanished with them.
No doubt, therefore, many will be surprised — perhaps
even astonished and indignant to hear, that neither of
these words should be found in any part of the New
Testament, or, indeed, in any part of the whole Bible.
However, we can show a dozen or a score of places in
which these words are to be found. There are versions,
(translations) of the New Testament, of course, but
does it necessarily follow that the translations are
accurate ones? In so far as they use the words "hell"
and "damnation," they are demonstrably inaccurate and
misleading ones. No such words are to be found in the
Greek, that is, in the real, the 'original' New
Testament, nor any words which convey, as they now do,
the conception of a final and ever-during place of
torment, and of a Divine sentence which judges men to
that place of torment. Now, as that is a very grave
assertion to make, as it must seem so strange to many,
as to be almost incredible. And as no proof would be
quite satisfactory that did not explain how words have
crept into our Authorized Version which are not to be
found in the Greek Original, let us show you how our
translators came to employ the words 'damnation' and
'hell'. They are not to blame or not much to blame.
Their own minds were 'leavened' with the theology of
the Roman Church, which Church had greatly erred from
"the simplicity that is in Christ." And they were
strictly charged to "retain the old ecclesiastical
words," so far as possible, and to employ them in the
sense in which they had been commonly used by the
pastors of that Church. And still further, neither of
these words had then quite stiffened and developed into
the sense in which it is now understood."
As we previously stated, the word "hell" comes from
an old English or Saxon word, hel-an, which means " to
cover," and in the ancient use of it, it signified any
covered place. In our early English literature it is
used of any obscure dungeon or covered spot, even of
the dark hole into which a tailor threw his shreds and
clippings; even of the shade to which the lads and
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lasses caught in a game called Barley-break were led to
pay the forfeit of a kiss. And, in like manner, the
verb " to damn " probably came from an old Teutonic
verb, "deman' to deem. It is at least closely related
to the words "deem " and "doom." It meant to deem any
one guilty of any kind of offence, and to doom him to
its appropriate punishment. Thus, for example, a man
might be damned to prison, i.e., deemed worthy of it,
and doomed to it; or his goods might be damnified, i.e.,
injured or condemned; or a play might be damned, i.e.,
hissed off the stage, deemed too poor for farther
representation and doomed never to appear again. Both
these words therefore, were innocent enough in
themselves originally, and had many harmless uses. But
Theology has put meanings into them which make them the
most terrible words in our language and for many years
now they have been used almost exclusively in a
theological sense. When we meet the word "hell" it
conveys no innocent and cheerful suggestions. In many
minds it quickens only an image of some vast and
burning prison, in which lost souls writhe and shriek
for ever, tormented in a flame that will never be
quenched. To those who reject the conception of a vast
material hell, an endless physical torture, the word
suggests a place or condition in which the souls of the
wicked, kept in life for that end by the mighty power
of God, are for ever consumed by pangs compared with
which the horrors of a furnace would be a paradise. To
be damned is, at least for us, to be adjudged to that
intolerable torment, without any hope of amendment or
release. The meaning of these words, therefore, has
greatly and horribly changed; and whatever excuse we
may make for the use of them by King James's
translators, there is no shadow of excuse for those who
now use them to translate the New Testament Greek. To
prove this, let us examine the passages in which they
G6occur. Take the verb "to damn" first. The word is so
frequent in Theology that it is with some surprise we
ascertain that it only occurs twelve times in the New
Testament; that in some of these cases it cannot
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possibly have the sense we put upon it: and that in no
single instance is any equivalent word employed in the
Original. Let's examine these passages and the Greek.
Mark 12:40 Which devour widows' houses, and for a
pretence make long prayers: these shall receive greater
damnation.

In Mark 12:40 the Lord is warning his hearers
against the Scribes who "devour widows' houses, and for
a pretence make long prayers. "These", He adds,
according to the Authorized Translation at least,
"shall receive greater damnation' The Greek says simply,
"These shall receive the greater judgment" And the
plain meaning of the passage is, that the very
hypocrisy under which the Scribes thought to cloak
their crimes would only bring a heavier krima or
judgment upon them. Both good men and God would pass
the sharper sentence on them for the semblance of piety
behind which they veiled their insatiable greed. It is
a general truth which Christ here enunciates, a truth
as applicable and as pertinent to the present life as
to any other. It has no special bearing on the future
life until we import that bearing into it by
substituting the word "damnation" for the word
"judgment." To warn men in general terms that, if they
add the sin of hypocrisy to the sin of extortion, they
will inevitably expose themselves to a sharper censure,
is one thing; but surely it is another and a very
different thing to threaten them with being shut up in
an interminable hell the very moment they die!
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If anyone thinks that even to restore the true word
"judgment" in this and similar paragraphs makes very
little difference in their meaning; if they take the
"judgment" of God as equivalent to "damnation," that
can only be because they conceive of the Divine
judgments as though they were confined to the future
life, whereas the Scriptures constantly affirm that God
judges all men, good and bad, every day and all day
long and because they wholly misunderstand the
character of God, the Divine Judge. A man who is a
magistrate judges many men whom he does not condemn,
whom mere justice, to say nothing of compassion, will
not allow him to condemn. He condemns even most of
those whom he finds guilty to a limited punishment
which is intended for their correction and what
conception must they have formed of the Father of an
infinite justice and mercy who assume that He will
never judge men save to condemn them, and never condemn
them to any punishment short of an limitless and
degrading agony?
Matthew 23:33 [Ye] serpents, [ye] generation of vipers,
how can ye escape the damnation of hell?

Matthew 23:33, according to our English Version the
Lord demands of the same wicked and unhappy class of
men, the Scribes, "How shall ye escape the damnation of
hell. The full explanation of this passage we defer
until we reach that other class of texts in which the
word " hell" is employed. For now we ask you to
consider only that in the Greek we read simply, "How
shall ye escape the judgment," not the damnation" of
Gehenna?
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John 5:29 And shall come forth; they that have done
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have
done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.

In John 5:29 the Lord affirms that all who are in
their graves shall one day hear his voice and come
forth, they that have done good to the resurrection of
life, and they that have done evil to the resurrection
of damnation'. Here again the word is kriais, and the
phrase should read, " they that have done evil to the
resurrection of judgment,"
Romans 3:8 And not [rather], (as we be slanderously
reported, and as some affirm that we say,) Let us do
evil, that good may come? whose damnation is just.

The Apostle Paul, speaking of men who made it their
maxim, " Let us do evil that good may come," affirms
that "their damnation is just." The Greek word is krima,
and means judgment; and we take Paul to assert that
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the instinctive verdict of the human heart against
those who act detestably is a true, a just, verdict.
There is no reference whatever or at least no necessary
reference, either to the judgment of God or to the
recompenses of a future state.
Romans 13:2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power,
resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist
shall receive to themselves damnation.

In Romans 13:2, the same Apostle is enforcing
obedience to the public authorities. He asserts that
there is no "power" which is not ordained of God; that
to resist any such power is therefore to resist God's
ordinance: and he adds, "they that resist shall receive
to themselves damnation" Once more the word is krima
and the sentence means simply that those who resist the
public authorities will expose themselves to judgment,
i.e., to the censure of their contemporaries, of the
authorities, and perhaps also of God Himself. We too
much forget that we all have and shall have, to answer
to God for all we do — for our thoughts as well as for
our words, for our motives as well as for our actions.
And no doubt the more influential our thoughts or words,
or actions are, the more strict and searching will be
the account to which we shall be called, both in this
age and in the next and in the next to that and in all
the ages through which we pass. And if Paul intended
any reference to the judgment of God here, he intended
to warn men that even those who lead a revolt against
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an intolerable and degrading exercise of absolute power,
especially in a cruel and oppressive way, will have to
answer for it to God that a special and heavy
responsibility rests on those who stir up men's hearts
to a desperate resistance of even the most abused
public authority. That is very wholesome doctrine,
whether Paul intended to teach it or not. Men should
carefully weigh what they do when they think to follow
in the steps of the great patriots and martyrs.
Rebellion, is not by any to be taken in hand lightly
but reverently and in the fear of God. But can any sane
person take the words of Paul to mean that the patriots
who won the freedom of ancient Greece or Rome, or of
modern England and America, by resisting the powers set
over them, have been damned for resisting them? Yet
that is what our Authorized Version affirms or implies,
so that in this case at least, mere common sense
teaches us that it must be misleading.
There is another similar instance in that very
curious passage,
1Timothy 5:12 Having damnation, because they have cast
off their first faith.

It would seem that in some of the churches there
arose a class of women devoted to a single life, who
gave themselves to works of hospitality and mercy.
Their names were entered on an official roll. And on
this roll Timothy was advised not to enter the names of
any young widows, nor indeed of any woman under sixty
years of age, lest the younger women should repent of
their vows, They will marry again, says Paul, having
damnation, because they have cast off their first faith.
Is it, then, so great a crime for a young widow, even
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though she has vowed she would never marry again, to
contract a second marriage, that she must needs be
damned for it? What more, or worse, could befall her
had she violated every commandment in the Bible? Is a
sister of mercy, or a nun such an one as Luther's wife,
for example, to be judged to an everlasting torment,
should she swerve from her single estate? Surely not.
For once more the Greek word is krima, and means no
more than " judgment". Such a woman will not be damned
for breaking her vow, but if she have taken that vow
rashly and heedlessly and then should break it, she
will very certainly be judged, perhaps severely judged,
not by God alone, but also by men, and, above all, by
women. Vows are too solemn to be lightly taken or
lightly broken, whether they be vows of marriage or
vows against marriage and therefore Timothy is not to
let those take them who are only too likely to break
them.
The two passages we have just considered are
instances of the absurd way in which this word
"damnation" has been thrust into our Version of the New
Testament, without any warrant from the Original and
against both of common sense and common humanity. But,
nevertheless we must remember what use has been made of
this absurd blunder by that priestly class, which has
too long dominated and degraded the Church. Planting
themselves on this blunder, they have solemnly
proclaimed all rebellion against kings and governors,
even when provoked by the most intolerable exercise of
absolute power, especially in a cruel and oppressive
way and have exulted in the certain damnation of such
noble patriots, they have also pronounced any and every
violation even of the most senseless vows to be a crime
not to be forgiven whether in this world or in the
world to come and thus, century after century, a
blunder which has been used by them to narrow the
thoughts of men, to dull their consciences, and to
inflict an agony of doubt and shame on many, which we
can hardly so much as conceive. But even these are not
the most cruel results of this fatal inaccuracy. There
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is one passage which, as it stands in the Authorized
Version, has darkened and pierced with pangs of deadly
fear myriads of tender consciences, very mainly because
the word " damnation" is substituted in it for the word
'judgment.'
1Corinthians 11:29 For he that eateth and drinketh
unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself,
not discerning the Lord's body.

Here again the Greek word is krima, i.e., judgment
And thus the gracious assurance that even if we come to
the table of the Lord in a spirit unworthy of that
sacred mystery, because we have not first judged
ourselves, we shall be judged, judged here and now, in
order that we may not be condemned with the world
1Corinthians 11:29 For he that eateth and drinketh
unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself,
not discerning the Lord's body.
1Corinthians 11:30 For this cause many [are] weak and
sickly among you, and many sleep.
1Corinthians 11:31 For if we would judge ourselves, we
should not be judged.
(vers. 29-32), is converted into a horrible menace,
which has kept thousands from the communion of the body
and blood of Christ, that we shall be damned to an
everlasting loss and ruin.
2Thessalonians 2:12 That they all might be damned who
believed not the truth, but had pleasure in
unrighteousness.
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In 2 Thessalonians 2:12 Paul refers to some who
would not receive the truth and predicts that God will
suffer them to be deluded by lies, in order that they
all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had
pleasure in unrighteousness." But here too the verb is
krithma and all that Paul says is that they will be
judged, without so much as hinting what the judgment
may be or when it will take place.
These are all the instances in which the verb krithma
("to judge") is rendered in the King James Version by
the English verb "to damn."
But there are two passages in which that other verb
(katakrithesta), which means to condemn is thus

rendered. The first is Mark 16:16 (a verse not
contained however in some of the most ancient
MSS.).Mark 16:16 He that believeth and is baptized
shall besaved; but he that believeth not shall be
damned.
Greek: 'will be condemned'
KJB: 'shall be damned'
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Romans 14:23 And he that doubteth is damned if he eat,
because [he eateth] not of faith: for whatsoever [is]
not of faith is sin.

"He that doubteth is damned if he eat," where of
course we ought to read, He that hath principles is, if
he eat, condemned — condemned, by his own conscience
for doing what that conscience disallows. The notion
that the weak brother who thinks it wrong, or thinks
that it may be wrong, to eat of meat offered to idols
will be doomed to hell for eating them, is utterly and
grossly alien to the Apostle's mind. No one would have
been more shocked by such an extravagance than he would
be.
There are still two instances in which the word is
used in our Translation, but in these the mistake is
acknowledged by all students of the Bible. They both
occur in 2 Peter 2:1-3, where the Apostle speaks of
those who bring in "damnable heresies," and says of
them "whose damnation slumbereth not." Here a new word
is used in the Greek, a word we have not met before,
and the meaning of which we need not discuss, since it
is admitted that the Greek should be rendered
"destructive heresies," heresies destructive to the
Faith, and "whose destruction slumbereth not." What the
Apostle means is evidently that those who introduce
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destructive heresies shall themselves be destroyed by
them; but how, and when, and where, he makes no such
claim.
2Peter 2:1 But there were false prophets also among
the people, even as there shall be false teachers among
you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even
denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon
themselves swift destruction.

Greek: 'destructive heresies'
KJB: 'damnable heresies'
2Peter 2:2 And many shall follow their pernicious ways;
by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken
of.
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2Peter 2:3 And through covetousness shall they with
feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgmentnow
of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation
slumbereth not.

Greek: 'destruction'
KJB: 'damnation'
"Some refer to the 'eternal damnation' of the KJV
as proof of eternal punishment. The Greek words
apollumi and krino, correctly translated, mean:
appolumi, "destroy," "lose" (in the active voice) and
"perish" or "be lost" (in the passive); krino, "judge"
(in the active voice), and "am being judged" (in the
passive). The noun derived from apollumi, apoleia,
means "destruction" or "waste." But this word was
translated "damnation" in 2 Peter 2:3 in the KJV.
Apoleia is used in the Textus Receptus Text in Acts
25:16. This is the text supposedly used by the King
James translators. However, the truth of the matter, is
that the Greek text used by the King's translators
differed with the so-called Textus Receptus in at least
287 places."
<http://ponderingconfusion.com/papers.php?id=words#LinkTarget_1149>

"We have now cited every passage in which the verb
'to damn,' in any form of it, is used in the KJB
Version. And, as you see, in no single case is there,
in the Original, the slightest warrant for its use.
With a clear conscience, therefore, and a thankful
heart we may discharge this horrible word from the
pages of the New Testament It should never have been
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permitted to defile them. There is no shadow of excuse
for retaining it when once we have learned that the
Greek words it is employed to render never mean more
than to judge and to condemn. We are all of us judged
by God every day that we live and often condemned. And
we shall all be judged by Him when we die, and even
then some of us may be condemned.
But to what we shall be condemned none of the
passages we have yet examined declare. And, therefore,
we have no right to import into them, as we do by our
present translation, the notion that we shall be doomed
to an endless torment, or even to the final and
irrevocable loss of hope."
<Samuel Cox. Salvator Mundi: Or, Is Christ the Savior of All Men ?

Dutton.>

Is there a time relationship between Eternal Life and
eternal (everlasting) Punishment?
Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.

Review: Since at least the time of Augustine2
(approximately 2 pages forward), it has been argued
that since the phrases “eternal” and "everlasting" are
used in this verse, and “eternal) is used to describe
the life of the saved (which certainly lasts for
Eternity), it must mean that the punishment also lasts
for ever and ever (“everlasting").
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Most prominent support for the traditional doctrine
of eternal punishment is in Matthew 25:46 where aionion
punishment is contrasted to aionion life. "Then they
will go away to eternal (aionion) punishment, but the
righteous to eternal (aionion) life." It is argued that
the latter is supposed to mean endless life, hence the
former supposedly means endless punishment. If the
punishment is limited, the life must also be limited,
the duration of each being expressed by the same word.
Though the reasoning appears logical, it is based upon
the unfortunate mistranslation of the word "aionion."
Even if the premises for eternal punishment in Matt.
25:46 were true, it is clear from Rom. 16:25-26, that
"aionion" does not mean "eternal." Here again "aionion"
occurs twice, "According to the revelation of the
mystery hidden for long ages past (aionion), but now
revealed and made known through the prophetic writings
by the command of the eternal God." "Aionion" cannot
mean "eternal" when it speaks of the gospel’s being
kept secret "since the world began," (KJV). If
"aionion" meant "eternal" (perpetual), then the gospel
would still be a secret, for there would be no
succession of ages before which it was a secret nor
after which it could be revealed. The same truth is
revealed in Titus 1:2. "In hope of eternal (aionion)
life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the
world began (before times aionion)." Though God is
certainly eternal, the second use of "aionios" in Rom.
16:26, refers to Him as the God of the ages, just as He
is the God of Israel or the God of Abraham.
Matthew 25:46 directly contrasts “everlasting
punishment” with “eternal life.” The passage states that
the saved get eternal life. They get to live for ever
and ever. However, since the alternative is everlasting
punishment, the punishment must be not having life (for
Eternity, no less). The punishment is not getting
eternal life, so it means being eternally like a corpse
or a pile of ashes. The punishment is being put to
death.
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The punishment (or wages) of sin according to
Scripture is always death.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Romans 6:23 and many other scriptures state this very
clearly, “The wages of sin is death.”
And how long will this punishment of death last?
Remember, this verse is taking place while sinners are
standing before God and know that He can bring anyone
back from death. Perhaps God will raise them back to
life to enjoy the Kingdom they will clearly see in
front of them? No, they will be told they will miss out
on the joy of being alive forever. Their sentence and
punishment of death (second) will last forever. That is
why He tells them it is everlasting punishment. It is a
complete shame that some believers have such a low view
on the gift of life and existence from God that they do
not believe having a person’s life removed is a
punishment. Yet it is a punishment. And that punishment
will last forever (Matthew 10:28).
Note that this passage doesn’t just reference
eternal (“everlasting") punishment. The passage
directly contrasts everlasting punishment with eternal
life. At face value, the saved get eternal life. They
get to live 'for ever and ever'. Since the alternative
is everlasting punishment, the punishment must be not
having life (for eternity, no less). The punishment is
not getting eternal life, so it means being eternally
like a corpse or a pile of ashes. It is like if someone,
on Earth, had the option of life or capital punishment.
It sounds like the punishment is being put to death. In
a nutshell, this passage says that the unsaved don’t
get eternal life, so how can they be alive to be
tormented forever? This flies in the face of the
traditional doctrine. In other words, the phrases
“second death” and “tormented day and night forever and
ever”, if they apply to the same people, cannot both be
literally (non-figuratively, non-metaphorically) true
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at the same time. The whole Bible teaches that God’s
punishment is proportional to our sins, (Evidence to
support this is included in this document. See section
on Proportional Punishment) that our God given
conscious knows that we deserve death, and that
therefore literal eternal torment doesn't make sense.
Just as we easily recognize the command of Jesus to
hate our mother and father as being metaphoric in
nature, we should recognize that eternal torment, which
is ONLY explicitly mentioned in the highly symbolic
visions of John recorded in Revelation, is also
hyperbolic metaphor.
This sword cuts two ways. When “eternal life” comes
up, suddenly the face value meaning of phrases isn’t so
important, and examining the Scripture more in-depth is
not seen as unnecessarily complicating the matter.
Punishment, the punishment must be not having life (for
eternity, no less). The punishment is not getting
eternal life, so it means being eternally like a corpse
or a pile of ashes. It is like if someone, on Earth,
had the option of life or capital punishment. It sounds
like the punishment is being put to death.
2 It was indeed the Church at Rome which first taught
the pagan doctrine of endless punishment of the wicked,
under the umbrella of Christianity. The Roman Catholic
Latin Church Fathers, Tertullian (160-220 AD), Jerome
(347-420 AD) and Augustine (354-430 AD), all strongly
believed in the doctrine of hell. These early Latin
Church Fathers were highly venerated Roman Catholic
saints who believed that God’s punishment of
unbelievers (in this case all those who reject Roman
Catholicism) would end them up in a hell of everlasting
torment.
Augustine was the first writer to undertake a
long and elaborate defense of the doctrine of endless
punishment and to disprove its challengers. He assumed
and insisted that the words defining the duration of
punishment in the New Testament taught its endlessness
and aionion in the original Greek meant interminable
duration. He claimed that although aion signifies
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limited as well as endless duration, the Greeks only
used aionios to mean endless.
He confessed that he did not know Greek. He even
said he 'hates Greek' and the grammar learning of the
Greeks. It is an error in judgment that generations of
scholars should take the opinion in a matter of Greek
definition from one who admits that he had learned
almost nothing of Greek and was not competent to read
and understand the language and rejected the position
held by those who were born Greeks. But his powerful
influence established his doctrine till it came to rule
the over centuries. Augustine always quoted the New
Testament from the old Latin version, the Itala, from
which the Vulgate was formed, instead of the original
Greek.
Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.
Augustine assumed and insisted that the words
defining the duration of punishment, in the New
Testament, teach its endlessness, and the claim set up
by Augustine is the one still held by the advocates of
‘the dying belief,’ that aeternus in the Latin, and
aionios in the original Greek, mean interminable
duration. It seems that a Spanish presbyter, Orosius,
visited Augustine in the year 413, and besought him for
arguments to meet the position that punishment is not
to be without end, because aionios does not denote
eternal, but limited duration. Augustine replied that
though aion signifies limited as well as endless
duration, the Greeks only used aionios for endless, and
he originated the argument so much resorted to even yet,
based in the fact that in Matthew 25:46, the same word
is applied to ‘life,’ and to ‘punishment. 'The student
of Greek need not be told that Augustine's argument is
incorrect, and he scarcely needs to be assured that
Augustine did not know Greek. This he confesses. He
says he ‘hates Greek,’ and the ‘grammar learning of the
Greeks.’ It is a deviation in the history of criticism
that generations of scholars should take their cue in a
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matter of Greek definition from one who admits that he
had ‘learned almost nothing of Greek,’ and was ‘not
competent to read and understand’ the language, and
reject the position held by those who were born Greeks!
That such a man should contradict and subvert the
teachings of such men as Clement, Origen, the Gregories
and others whose mother-tongue was Greek is, in passing,
strange. But his powerful influence, aided by civil arm,
established his doctrine till it came to rule the
centuries. Augustine always quotes the New Testament
from the old Latin version, the Itala, from which the
Vulgate was formed, instead of the original Greek. See
Preface to ‘Confessions.’ It seems that the doctrine of
Origen prevailed in Northeastern Spain at this time,
and that Jerome's translation of Origen's ‘Principiis’
had circulated with good effect, and that Augustine, to
counteract the influence of Origen's book, wrote in 415,
a small work, ‘Against the Priscillianists and
Origenists. ’From about this time began the efforts of
Augustine and his followers that subsequently entirely
changed the character of Christian theology.
Note that Augustine was “aided by civil arm” in
spreading the influence of the idea of eternal
punishment based on blatant mistranslation
/misunderstanding of the Greek word “eon” and its forms.
The corrupt political/religious monster institution
that was born in the Middle Ages, just like all corrupt
pagan political/religious institutions before it, had
little use for a God that loves you no matter what or a
religion that inspires people to do the right thing
primarily because it is simply the right thing to do,
but they had great use for a God (or gods) that inspire
obedience to authority primarily out of fear. “Do what
we political/religious leaders say, or you will suffer
forever in the afterlife!” As the church entered the
dark ages, it became more and more a political
institution that ruled by fear, corruption and selfish
ambition, while the Bible was removed from the hands of
the common people and translated out of its original
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languages into Latin, and heinous errors were
introduced by blatant combination of paganism with
Christianity. It is little surprise that the horrific
and monstrous pagan originated ideas of hell and
eternal punishment began to take strong root during the
same period in the dark ages as ideas such as Mary
worship (a form of ancient pagan goddess worship
morphed with Christianity), paying money to the church
so your loved one has a better time in purgatory,
praying to dead people for help, crawling up and down
stairs on your knees to make penance for your sins, etc.
etc.
Many held the doctrine of the ultimate salvation of
all for themselves, but felt that it was not safe for
the multitude, and therefore taught them an endless
perdition. When we remember the cruelty and militarism
of the Roman Empire, and also the pagan teaching that
was permitted to enter on this great subject, many of
these we fear, judging from their actions, had not
received a truly Christian spirit, and we are not
surprised that endless torment was so largely
incorporated in the Western Church. Besides this, it
took the dark ages and medieval ignorance to render
this doctrine almost universal. It is time to return to
the Bible and to the teaching of the early Church,
which is not only Biblical but is sane and is also
consistent with a God of love and the sacrifice of His
Son who was a propitiation for our sins and not for
ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world
(1John 2:2).”
Review: A Greek Word That Actually Does Mean Endless:
aidios
The Greek words aion and aionios were NOT used in
Greek Literature outside of the Bible to express
eternity or everlasting. This further confirms that the
Greek-speaking world did not necessarily attribute a
sense of endlessness to these words. We will now study
a Greek words that actually does mean endless.
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Not once did Jesus ever endorse the doctrine of
endless punishment. Rather, He takes a stand against it
by using aionios instead of aidios. The Bible only uses
the word aidios two times. Aionios would not have been
used if Christ or His Disciples meant to convey endless
torment.
Augustine claimed that since aionion in Matthew
25:46 above referred to both eternal life and eternal
(everlasting) punishment, it had to carry the same
duration in both cases. However, he failed to consider
that the duration of aionion is determined by the
subject to which it refers. For example, when aionion
referred to the duration of Jonah’s entrapment in the
fish, it was limited to three days. To a slave, aionion
referred to his life span. To the Aaronic priesthood,
it referred to the generation preceding the Melchizedek
priesthood. To Solomon’s temple, it referred to 400
years. To God it encompasses and transcends time
altogether.
If the punishment of the wicked is not to last for
ever, what guarantee have we that the happiness of the
blessed will last for ever? This old argument generated
by Augustine and is incessantly repeated is that, if we
do not let κόλασιν αiώνιον mean ‘everlasting punishment,’
we have no security that ζωην αiώνιον means ‘everlasting
life’ (Matthew 25.46) thus we lose the promise of
secure everlasting life. This is absolutely no argument
whatsoever and ought not to heard again, because the
very people who most insist on this equivalence set it
aside if we ask them to use the same argument on texts
‘as in Adam ‘all’ die so in Christ shall ‘all’ be made
alive’. We cannot allow such an important teaching to
rest upon the adjective αiώνιον which is used time and
time again standing for things that are temporary.
Scriptures to prove that the saved future life is
neverending are numerous 1. The Greek word τιμωρία (timoria) means vindictive
punishment or penalty. If the Lord Jesus had meant
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punishment with no correction he could have use this
word τιμωρία instead of κόλασιν (kolasis chastisement). It
is wrong to transfer the meaning of τιμωρία (vindictive
punishment) to the word κόλασιν, which is exactly what
those people who promote ‘Everlasting Hell Fire’ do.
In the gospels the plain truth is that Jesus never
spoke a word in favor of eternal torment, not even by
innuendo. Sure, 'hell' (Gehenna) is forever, rather
than temporary. There’s no coming back. But what is it,
according to Jesus? Over and over, Jesus spoke in clear
terms that describe death, destruction, and finality.
Instead of fearing men, who can only kill us in
this life, we should fear God, who can kill and then
cast us into Gehenna (Luke 12:4-5), where he will
destroy both soul and body (Matthew 10:28). Jesus
compares the last judgment to a scene in which weeds
are uprooted and then burned up in a furnace (Matthew
13:40-42). Jesus taught that the one who believes “has
eternal life” (John 3:36) and “will not perish” (John
3:16; see Matthew 10:28) because that person “has
crossed over from death to life” (John 5:24). Those who
choose not to receive his life therefore do perish.
They “will not see life” and “have no life” in them
(John 6:53) because they “refuse to come to me to have
life” (John 5:40).
If one is going to affirm eternal torment then one
will need to outright deny what Jesus teaches and
declare that he is wrong, or obscure what is so plain.
One would need to make all of Jesus’ language symbolic
and all of the meaning something other than what seems
so clear. One would need to deny what Jesus says. If
we’re going to deny the biblical stance that the wages
of sin is really death and eternal life is a gift,
affirming eternal torment instead, then we have to
simply junk the idea that Scripture is clear on this
subject, because what Scripture clearly teaches is
definitely not the doctrine of eternal torment.
The Lord spoke plainly of God’s judgment as the
destruction of the wicked when he warned about God’s
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ability to destroy body and soul in hell (Matthew
10:28). The Apostle Paul creates the same impression
when he wrote of the everlasting destruction that would
come upon unrepentant sinners (2 Thess. 1:9). He warned
that the wicked would reap corruption (Gal. 6:8) and
stated that God would destroy the wicked (1 Cor. 3:17;
Phil 1:28). Concerning the wicked, the apostle stated
plainly and concisely: “their destiny is destruction”
Philippians 3:18 (For many walk, of whom I have told
you often, and now tell you even weeping, [that they
are] the enemies of the cross of Christ:
Philippians 3:19 Whose end [is] destruction, whose God
[is their] belly, and [whose] glory [is] in their shame,
who mind earthly things.)
All those who hold the doctrine of eternal torment
say that when the Bible repeatedly speaks of the death
and destruction of the lost, it doesn’t really mean
what it says. They can’t 'wiggle' out and try to say
that this isn’t what Scripture says, because the
evidence is simply overwhelming. Attempts to make words
mean something other than what they appear to in this
case (for example, the term apollumi – destroy) are a
total failure.
When Scripture says repeatedly that the lost will
die and not have life. A plain, honest reading of the
Scripture results in the view that eternal torment is a
false teaching and the lost will be destroyed forever.
It is no different in any other New Testament book.
Peter spoke of the “destruction of ungodly men” (2
Peter 3:7) and of false teachers who denied the Lord,
thus bringing upon themselves “swift destruction” (2
Peter 2:1).
2Peter 3:7 But the heavens and the earth, which are
now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto
fire against the day of judgment and perdition of
ungodly men.
2Peter 2:1 But there were false prophets also among
the people, even as there shall be false teachers among
you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even
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denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon
themselves swift destruction.
Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed because although
the people of these cities had lots of food and time,
they did not help the poor and needy Ezekiel 16:49 Behold, this was the iniquity of thy
sister Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, and abundance of
idleness was in her and in her daughters, neither did
she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy.
Of further interest in the context of Ezekiel is
that the people of Israel are equated with the cities
of Sodom and Gomorrah (Ezekiel 16:44-59). And what was
the sin of these two cities? According to God, Sodom
and Gomorrah were destroyed because although the people
of these cities had lots of food and time, they did not
help the poor and needy (Ezekiel 16:49). This behavior
was a shameful abomination (Ezekiel 16:50-52) which led
to the destruction and desolation of not only Sodom and
Gomorrah, but Israel as well (Ezekiel 14:15-16; 15:8;
see Jeremiah 7:30-34).
When Jesus tells the Parable of the Sheep and the
Goats, where the nations are brought before Him so that
He might determine which nations took care of the poor
and needy in their midst, and which did not, Jesus has
the prophetic message of Ezekiel in mind.
Throughout the Bible the Lord continually stresses
the importance of caring for the needy:
1John 3:17 But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth
his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels [of
compassion] from him, how dwelleth the love of God in
him?
Proverbs 19:17 He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth
unto the LORD; and that which he hath given will he pay
him again.
Deuteronomy 15:11 For the poor shall never cease out
of the land: therefore I command thee, saying, Thou
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shalt open thine hand wide unto thy brother, to thy
poor, and to thy needy, in thy land.
1John 3:17 But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth
his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels [of
compassion] from him, how dwelleth the love of God in
him?
Acts 20:35 I have shewed you all things, how that so
labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember
the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more
blessed to give than to receive.
It is important to remember that devil is the god
of this age, the spirit of the air that is at work.
Since the word “devil” could also be translated as
“accuser” or “slanderer,” this means that the world is
guided or directed by a spirit of slander. As seen in
Genesis 3, the spirit of this age is a spirit of in
which humans try to take the place of God in deciding
between good and evil. Accusation and blame are the
guiding forces of everything in this world. The angels
of the accuser, therefore, are the principalities and
powers that guide and direct the nations of this world.
This imagery fits perfectly with what Jesus is
describing in Matthew 25:41. God created the
nations of the world to function in a particular way.
He gave them power and authority in this world, not to
dominate and destroy others, but to protect and care
for others, especially for the poor and needy. But the
evil spirit (the devil) that guides the spirits of the
nations (his angels) leads these nations into war and
violence, which accomplishes the opposite of what God
desired or intended. If His disciples want to serve
and love Jesus, they can do so by serving and loving
the poor, the sick, and the imprisoned. In this way,
His disciples will not only be loving and serving
others as Jesus did (thereby expanding the presence of
the Kingdom), but will also be loving and serving Jesus
Himself. So the stories of Matthew 25 are not about
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some future judgment. They are stories about what is
occurring through the arrival of the Kingdom of Heaven.
Many seek to consign the events of Matthew 24–25 into
some future time period, but Jesus states in Matthew
24:34
Matthew 24:34 Verily I say unto you, This generation
shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled.
that all these things will take place within one
generation.
One must bend the Scriptures to get this statement
to refer to more than 40 years.
Jesus is saying that the health and survival of a
nation can be affected by whether or not the individual
people within that nation take care of the poor and
needy in their midst. When people serve the “least of
these” in this way, they are not only helping the poor,
but are loving Jesus and serving their country as well.
True service involves feeding the hungry and
clothing the poor that are in our midst. we do this,
not by asking our country to tax people more or to
redistribute the wealth of the rich, but simply by
being generous with our own money and possessions. We
invite the blessings of the Kingdom upon our land and
its people. In the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats
Jesus describes the central truth to living and
experiencing the kingdom of God which He inaugurated on
Earth. Jesus is, in context, saying
Matthew 25:31 When the Son of man shall come in his
glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he
sit upon the throne of his glory:
Matthew 25:32 And before him shall be gathered all
nations: and he shall separate them one from another,
as a shepherd divideth [his] sheep from the goats:
Matthew 25:33 And he shall set the sheep on his right
hand, but the goats on the left.
Matthew 25:34 Then shall the King say unto them on his
right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world:
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Matthew 25:35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me
meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a
stranger, and ye took me in:
Matthew 25:36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick,
and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.
Matthew 25:37 Then shall the righteous answer him,
saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed
[thee]? or thirsty, and gave [thee] drink?
Matthew 25:38 When saw we thee a stranger, and took
[thee] in? or naked, and clothed [thee]?
Matthew 25:39 Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison,
and came unto thee?
Matthew 25:40 And the King shall answer and say unto
them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done
[it] unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye
have done [it] unto me.
Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:
Matthew 25:42 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no
meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink:
Matthew 25:43 I was a stranger, and ye took me not in:
naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and
ye visited me not.
Matthew 25:44 Then shall they also answer him, saying,
Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a
stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not
minister unto thee?
Matthew 25:45 Then shall he answer them, saying,
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did [it] not to
one of the least of these, ye did [it] not to me.
Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.
'Everlasting punishment' is only age long in duration
The entire concept of eternal or everlasting
punishment hinges primarily on a single verse of
Scripture - Matthew 25:46. This is the only place in
the entire Bible where we find these two words together
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and only in some Bibles. There are over a dozen English
translations which do not contain the concept of
"eternal punishment" on any of their pages, nor the
pagan concept of Hell. We must again review this
important verse.
Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.

The Greek form for "everlasting punishment" in
Matthew 25:46 is ”kolasin aionion" (above). Kolasin is
a noun in the accusative form, singular voice, feminine
gender and means "punishment, chastening, correction,
to cut-off as in pruning a tree to bare more fruit."
"Aionion" is the adjective form of "aion," in the
singular form and means "pertaining to an eon or age,
an indeterminate period of time." (Note: the two words
in many, not all translations become reversed when
bringing the Greek into English, that is, "kolasin
aionion" literally punishment everlasting is reversed
to everlasting punishment so as to make better sense in
English.)"
<https://what-the-hell-is-hell.com/2010/eternal-punishment-matthew-2546-is-not-found-in-theGreek-new-testament/>

The well-known scholar William Barclay, writer of
some of the most popular Bible study materials of the
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20th century:
"The word for punishment is kolasis. This word was
originally a gardening word, and its original meaning
was pruning trees. In Greek there are two words for
punishment, timoria and kolasis, and there is a quite
definite distinction between them. Aristotle defines
the difference; kolasis is for the sake of the one who
suffers it; timoria is for the sake of the one who
inflicts it" (Rhetoric 1.1 0).
Plato says that no one punishes (kolazei) a wrongdoer simply because he has done wrong – that would be
to take unreasonable vengeance (timoreitai). We punish
(kolazei) a wrong-doer in order that he may not do
wrong again (Protagoras 323 E)."
Clement of Alexandria (Stromateis 4.14; 7.16)
defines kolasis as pure discipline, and timoria as the
return of evil for evil. Aulus Gellius says that
kolasis is given that a man may be corrected; timoria
is given that dignity and authority may be vindicated
(The Attic Nights 7.14).
The difference is quite clear in Greek and it is
always observed. Timoria is retributive punishment;
kolasis is remedial discipline. Kolasis is always given
to amend and to cure.' (Barclay, The Apostles' Creed,
page 189)
"Aionion," as shown above, is the singular form of
the adjective of the Greek noun "aion." Many people
unfamiliar with the Greek do not realize that the
endings of the same word change to indicate its mood,
case, gender, etc. Therefore, "aionion" may appear with
different endings. "Aionion, aioniou, aionios," for
example, are all different inflections of the adjective
form of the noun "aion." The noun "aion" in Greek
literature has always meant "an indeterminate period of
time. It could be as short as the time Jonah spent in
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the belly of a fish (three days or nights even though
the KJV has him in the "belly of Hell" "forever,"
obviously a mistranslation; see Jonah 2:2, 2:6.), the
length of a man's life, or as long as an age.
As a mistranslation and misinterpretation, it is
one which has satisfied Man since the time that the
original Greek text was translated into Latin. The
mistranslation is of two words: "everlasting
punishment" and when put in the context of the sentence,
the unfortunate result is this: "These shall go away
into everlasting punishment". However, the true
rendering is: "These shall go away into age-long
pruning" (or "...age-lasting chastisement").
"Everlasting punishment" should read "age-long pruning".
The Greek word for an "age" is: (aion) , which is the
noun from which the adjective: (aionios) is derived.
The word "aionios" means "age-long" or "age-during",
but this word has been mistranslated as "everlasting".
The key phrase in Matthew 25:46 is eis kolasin
aionion which some happily translate as 'everlasting
punishment' and which is common in our translations.
Meanwhile, believers who hold to some form of
reconciliation point out that kolasin carries the
connotation of corrective* judgment, whereas the word
for retributive punishment is timoria, which the Bible
never uses to describe what God does with people.
< https://salvationforall.org/10_Strongholds/7-kolasinmeaning.html>
*Of course, not every sinner will humble themselves to
God. If not he/she will ultimately die in the lake of
fire.
Review: "The Greek form for “everlasting punishment”
in Matthew 25:46 is “kolasin aionion.” Kolasin is a
noun in the accusative form, singular voice, feminine
gender and means “punishment, chastening, correction,
to cut-off as in pruning a tree to bare more fruit.”
“Aionion” is the adjective form of “aion,” in the
singular form and means “pertaining to an eon or age,
an indeterminate period of time.”
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(Note: the two words in many, not all translations
become reversed when bringing the Greek into English,
that is, “kolasin aionion” literally punishment
everlasting is reversed to everlasting punishment
so as to make better sense in English.)"
" The noun “aion” in Greek literature has always meant
“an indeterminate period of time. It could be as short
as the time Jonah spent in the belly of a fish (three
days or nights), the length of a man’s life, or as long
as an age. The Bible speaks of at least 5 “aions” and
perhaps many more. If there were “aions” in the past.
This must mean that each one of them have ended for
they are now past. The New Testament writers spoke
of “the present wicked aion” which ended during that
very generation. Obviously, it was followed by another
“aion”– the “aion” in which we presently live. If there
are “aions” to come, it must mean that this one we live
in will also end. There is a verse which says “the
consummation of the aions” proving that each “aion”
ends. So how can they be eternal?"
< https://what-the-hell-is-hell.com/2010/eternal-punishment-matthew-2546-is-not-found-in-thegreek-new-testament/>

Review: Now consider:
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Hebrews 9:26 For then must he often have suffered
since the foundation of the world: but now once in the
end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by
the sacrifice of himself.

"end of the world" →'[the] consummation of the ages'
Consummation (4930) (sunteleia from sun = together or
an intensifier + teleo = to finish) describes the
bringing of something to a successful finish. In a word
the noun sunteleia means completion, conclusion, close,
end, consummation. It is used 5 times by Jesus Himself
in the phrase the "end of the age."
'synteleia' - Synteleia is clearly an "eschatologically
rich" term both the Old and the New Testaments apply to
the end of the age.

"There is “the coming eon” (Matt.10:30, Luke 18:30
There is “the
There is “the
There is “the
There is “the
(Eph.3:9)
To review:

present wicked eon” (Gal.1:4)
oncoming eons (future)(Eph.2:7)
conclusion of the eons (Mt.13:39,40)
secret concealed from the eons (past)
Plainly, the Greek word “aion”
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transliterated “eon” cannot mean “eternal.” A study
into the Greek of the Biblical period and before will
bear this out.
“Aionion” is the adjective of the noun “aion.”
Since grammar rules mandate an adjective cannot take on
a greater force than its noun form, it is evident that
“aionion” in any of its adjective forms (ios, ou, on)
CANNOT possible mean “everlasting” or anything remotely
indicating eternity or unending time.
For example, “hourly” cannot mean “pertaining to
days, weeks, months, or years. The word must mean
“pertaining to an hour.” Therefore, “aionion,” the
adjective form of the noun “aion” which clearly
means a period of indeterminate TIME, CANNOT mean,
“forever and ever, eternal, everlasting, eternity, etc.”
or other words which connote timelessness or unending
ages.
Therefore, the many Bibles which do not contain the
teaching of everlasting punishment or Hell are true to
the original languages of Greek and Hebrew. Those which
teach everlasting punishment or Hell are false.
Scholars are just as easily subjected to the
“traditions of the elders” as the rest of us.
It’s time to let the original Greek and Hebrew
languages of the Bible break down the traditions of
men"
< https://what-the-hell-is-hell.com/2010/eternal-punishment-matthew-2546-is-not-found-in-thegreek-new-testament/>

Types of punishment
• Timoria (Greek) - Vindictive punishment. Endless
punishment without any other goal than inflicting pain.
This type of punishment is used just once in the New
Testament.
• Kolasis (Greek) - Corrective punishment. This is the
word Jesus often used directly and even more
indirectly. Corrective punishment, such as pruning,
refining, etc. are corrective.
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The word from which 'corrective' is rendered is a
word used in Hebrews 12:9, paideia meaning "correction”
“chastening", "chastisement", "teacher" from kolasis,
translated punishment in Matthew 25:46.
Hebrews 12:9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our
flesh which corrected [us], and we gave [them]
reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection
unto the Father of spirits, and live?

Strong's Concordance #3810
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paideutés: a teacher, one who disciplines
Original Word: παιδευτής, οῦ, ὁ
Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine
Transliteration: paideutés
Phonetic Spelling: (pahee-dyoo-tace')
Definition: a teacher, one who disciplines
Usage: an instructor, trainer; almost: a chastiser.
HELPS Word-studies
Cognate: 3810 paideutḗs – one who constructively
corrects (disciplines) in order to train. See 3811
(paideuō).
J.W. Hanson wrote:
"Josephus defined punishment as timoria (endless
torment), but he stated that this is a word the Lord
never employs. The word the Lord uses to describe
punishment is kolasis*, which is described as
'chastisement punishment'. This agrees with the
uniform contention of Greek scholars.
* This topic will be discussed more fully in this document.
"This important passage is very instructive in the
light it sheds on the usage of Greek words. The word
from which "corrections" is rendered is the same as
that in Hebrews 12:9, "correction" "chastening"
(paideia); "chastisement" is from kolasis, translated
punishment in Matthew 25:46, and "punishment" is
timoria, with which Josephus defined punishment, but a
word our Lord never employs, and which Clement declares
that God never inflicts."
Titus Flavius Clemens, Clemens Alexandrinus, or
Clement of Alexandria--born A.D. 150, died A.D. 220-was reared in heathenism. Before his conversion to
Christianity he had been thoroughly educated in
Hellenic literature and philosophy. The thoroughly
Greek mind of Clement, could scarcely misinterpret or
misunderstand the New Testament Scriptures, written as
they were in his mother tongue. Regarding Matthew 25:46
he said the following:
" This important passage is very instructive in the
light it sheds on the usage of Greek words. The word
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from which "corrections" is rendered is the same as
that in Hebrews xii: 9, "correction" "chastening"
(paideia); "chastisement" is from kolasis, translated
punishment in Matt. xxv: 46, and "punishment" is
timoria, with which Josephus defined punishment, but
[timoria] is a word our Lord never employs, and which
Clement declares that God never inflicts."
This agrees with the uniform contention of
scholars. He again defines the important word kolasis
our Lord uses in Matt. 25:46, and shows how it differs
from the wholly different word timoria used by Josephus
and the Greek writers who believed in irremediable
suffering. He says: "He (God) chastises the disobedient,
for chastisement (kolasis) is for the good and
advantage of him who is punished, for it is the
amendment of one who resists; I will not grant that he
wishes to take vengeance. Vengeance (timoria) is a
requital of evil sent for the interest of the avenger.
He (God) would not desire to avenge himself on us who
teaches us to pray for those who despitefully use us
(Matt. v: 44). Therefore the good God punishes for
these three causes:
First, that he who is punished (paidenomenos) may
become better than his former self;
- then that those who are capable of being saved by
examples may be drawn back, being admonished;
- and thirdly, that he who is injured may not readily
be despised, and be apt to receive injury. And there
are two methods of correction, the instructive and the
punitive, which we have called the disciplinary.
The English reader of the translations of the Greek
fathers is misled by the indiscriminate rendering of
different Greek words into "punish." Timoria should
always be translated "vengeance," or "torment;" kolasis,
"punishment," and paideia "chastisement," or
"correction."
< https://www.tentmaker.org/books/Prevailing.html>

It has previously been pointed out that aionion may
not to be best translated 'eternal' or 'everlasting,'
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but has to do with 'the age to come.' So some would
insist that the most careful translation of Matthew
25:41 should say the sheep go "into the life of the
age" to come and the goats are dismissed into "the
[corrective] judgment of the age to come."
Supplementing the discussion of eons (aions), the
Bible speaks of at least 5 "aions*" and perhaps many
more. If there were "aions" in the past, then aions
must have an end.
* The 5 ages are discussed more fully in this document.
The New Testament writers spoke of "the present
wicked aion" which ended during that very generation.
Obviously, it was followed by another "aion"- the
"aion" in which we presently live. If there are "aions"
to come, it must mean that this one we live in will
also end. Plainly, the Greek word "aion" transliterated
"eon" cannot mean "eternal." A study into the Greek of
the biblical period and before will bear this out.
The Greek word aion and its adjective aionios
continue expressing time and not eternity. Our English
equivalents are “eon” and “eonian,” The Merriam –
Webster’s Dictionary defines eon as: “an immeasurably
or indefinitely long period of time.” Eon has retained
to this very day the same basic meaning as it’s Greek
derivative aion in the New Testament and in the LXX
Greek version of the Old Testament used by Jesus and
the Apostles. It refers to the longest measurement of
time, but time nonetheless and not Eternity. In
contrast, our word “eternal” is from the later Latin
aeternus and is defined as “everlasting, perpetual,
timeless.” But it can be demonstrated that not even the
Latin aeternus exclusively meant eternal until after
Augustine’s time." The inspired Scriptures never speak
of eternity. They describe nothing as eternal. They
contain no term which in itself bears our time sense of
everlasting. As eternity is not a subject of revelation,
our present interest is to discover how and when this
unscriptural term gained entrance into theology, with
most disastrous results.
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One of the most distinguished Greek scholars of
recent times, Marvin Vincent, D.D. in His Greek
commentary, Vincent’s New Testament Word Studies,
explains the following about aión and aionios:
“Aión transliterated ‘aeon,’ is a period of time of
longer or shorter duration, having a beginning and an
end, and complete in itself. Aristotle (peri ouranou, i.
9, 15) says: ‘The period which includes the whole time
of each one's life is called the aeon of each one.’
Hence, it often means the life of a man, as in Homer,
where one's life aión is said to leave him or to
consume away (Iliad, v. 685; Oddysey, v. 160). It is
not, however, limited to human life; it signifies any
period in the course of events, as the period or age
before Christ; the period of the millennium; the
mythological period before the beginnings of history.
The word has not ‘a stationary and mechanical value’
(DeQuincey). It does not mean a period of a fixed
length for all cases. There are as many aeons as
entities, the respective durations of which are fixed
by the normal conditions of the several entities. There
is one aeon of a human life, another of the life of a
nation, another of a crow's life, another of an oak's
life. The length of the aeon depends on the subject to
which it is attached….The word always carries the
notion of time, and not of eternity. It always means a
period of time. Otherwise it would be impossible to
account for the plural, or for such qualifying
expressions as this age, or the age to come. It does
not mean something endless or everlasting. The
adjective aionios in like manner carries the idea of
time. Neither the noun nor the adjective, in themselves,
carry the sense of ‘endless or everlasting.’ They may
acquire that sense by their context, as, on the other
hand, aidíos, which means ‘everlasting,’ has its
meaning limited to a given point of time in Jude 6.
Aionios means ‘enduring through or pertaining to a
period of time.’ Both the noun and the adjective are
applied to limited periods. Thus, the phrase eis ton
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aiona, habitually rendered ‘forever,’ is often used of
duration which is limited in the very nature of the
case. See, for a few out of many instances, the
Septuagint, Ex 21:6; 29:9; 32:13; Josh 14:9; 1 Sam 8:13;
Lev 25:46; Deut 15:17; 1 Chron 28:4. See also Matt
21:19; John 13:8; 1Cor 8:13. The same is true of
aionios. Out of 150 instances in the Septuagint, fourfifths imply limited duration. For a few instances see
Gen 48:4; Num 10:8; 15:15; Prov 22:28; Jonah 2:6; Hab
3:6; Isa 61:17.’ ‘Words which are ‘habitually’ applied
to things temporal or material cannot carry in
themselves the sense of endlessness. Even when applied
to God, we are not forced to render aionios
‘everlasting.’ Of course the life of God is endless;
but the question is whether, in describing God as
aionios it was intended to describe the duration of his
being, or whether some different and larger idea was
not contemplated."
He defines the phrase '" Forever and ever' as
follows:

Hasting’s Dictionary of the New Testament says:
“There is no word either in the O.T. Hebrew or in the
N.T. Greek to express the abstract idea of eternity.
Nonetheless ‘eternal’ is misleading, inasmuch as it has
come in the English to connote the idea of ‘endlessly
existing’ and thus to be practically a synonym for
‘everlasting. But this is not an adequate rendering of
aionios which varies in meaning with the variations of
the noun aion from which it comes. The chronos aioniois
(times of the ages) moreover, are not to be thought of
as stretching backward everlastingly, as it is proved
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by the pro chronon aionion (before the times of the
ages) of 2Tim. 1:9; Tit. 1:2 (parenthesis added)"
<

https://www.triumphofmercy.com/blog/the-duration-of-punishment-5-of-8>

In concordances chronos or time is defined as
duration (in its extent Romans 16:25, or a particular
point in its course Matthew 2:7, or in the sense of
delay Revelation 10:6). Kairos or season is defined as
"a distinct portion of time having special
characteristics, an appointed time, an era, an occasion,
a period".
The Early Greek Church Fathers were familiar with
Plato’s concept of Eternity, but they did not
understand aion and its adjective aionios to be
referring to the Greek philosophical concept of
eternity in the Scriptures but rather to a long
indefinite period of time. That they didn’t understand
aion and aionios as referring to Eternity is everywhere
evident – especially when speaking of postmortem
judgment.
Since the language of the Scriptures does not
support the idea of eternal punishment of unbelievers,
the many Bibles which do not contain the teaching of
everlasting punishment or Hell are true to the original
languages of Greek and Hebrew. Those which teach
everlasting punishment or Hell are false. Scholars are
just as easily subjected to traditions of as the rest
of us. It's time to let the original Greek and Hebrew
languages of the Bible break down the traditions of men.
The message of Scripture must not be unadulterated
by mistranslations brought about by the doctrines and
the traditions of men. It must be entirely consistent
with God's character. God's own character is our
ultimate standard, whereas his Word is our
authoritative standard because of what it infallibly
teaches us about the necessary knowledge needed for
Mankind and His future promises for us. The Scriptures
are where we can obtain the knowledge to carry out
what is right and good. In this pursuit, we are
dependent upon accurately translated Scriptures.
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Bibles that teach everlasting punishment or Hell
are false basically because:
God is complete goodness Psalms 106:1 Praise ye the LORD. O give thanks unto
the LORD; for [he is] good: for his mercy [endureth]
for ever.
God alone is good Luke 18:19 And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou
me good? none [is] good, save one, [that is], God.
The Bible says that God’s goodness extends from His
nature to everything that He does.
Psalms 119:68 Thou [art] good, and doest good; teach
me thy statutes.
Psalms 98:9 Before the LORD; for he cometh to judge
the earth: with righteousness shall he judge the world,
and the people with equity.
Psalms 9:7 But the LORD shall endure for ever: he hath
prepared his throne for judgment.
Psalms 9:8 And he shall judge the world in
righteousness, he shall minister judgment to the people
in uprightness.
Deuteronomy 32:4 [He is] the Rock, his work [is]
perfect: for all his ways [are] judgment: a God of
truth and without iniquity, just and right [is] he.
How can God, who says over and over again in
Scripture that he is “just” (one of His attributes) and
wants fairness among his people, then He Himself
tortures some of these people mercilessly for not tens
of years, not hundreds of years, not millions or
billions of years, not for trillions of years, not eons,
but for Eternity? A sinner on this Earth lives for an
infinitely small of time, (in comparison to Eternity)
so being tortured for eons and eons of time
is obviously not justice.
God’s morality and justice forbid him from exacting
a more extreme punishment than the one he Himself
declared - death.
Job 34:10 Therefore hearken unto me, ye men of
understanding: far be it from God, [that he should do]
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wickedness; and [from] the Almighty, [that he should
commit] iniquity.
Dr. Ruckman : "Verse [Job 34:]10 is perfectly clear,
and the two verses that follow it need no exposition;
God’s holiness and righteousness are self-evident by
virtue of His essential being. If God is not absolutely
holy and absolutely righteous ... The Judge of the
whole earth will “do RIGHT.""
Genesis 18:25 That be far from thee to do after this
manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that
the righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from
thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?
Dr. Ruckman: "Yes, He will and did. He “delivered just
Lot” and consigned the “ignorant heathen who didn’t
know, etc., to everlasting fire” (Jude 7)."(Note: The
fires of Jude 7 are no longer burning.)
The 'everlasting' adjective applies just to the
fire. It does not mean anyone will burn eternally. Fire
burns and destroys. The wicked will be destroyed - "For
yet a little while, and the wicked '[shall] not [be]'"
(Psalms 37:10 below).
Psalms 37:9 For evildoers shall be cut off: but those
that wait upon the LORD, they shall inherit the earth.
Psalms 37:10 For yet a little while, and the wicked
[shall] not [be]*: yea, thou shalt diligently
considerhis place, and it [shall] not [be].
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◄ 369. ayin ►
Strong's Concordance
ayin: nothing, nought
Original Word: *אַין
ִ
Part of Speech: substantive; particle of negation
Transliteration: ayin
Phonetic Spelling: (ah'-yin)
Definition: nothing, nought
Brown-Driver-Briggs
a. denying existence absolutely
*The Hebrew word is translated “bring you to nought”,
but it is the same word that is almost always
translated “destroy”.
The wicked will experience destruction not a state of
perpetual suffering.
For justice to be served, one way the punishment
for a crime should be set is by considering level of
understanding of the punishment given to the person who
commits the offense. Humans presently have a poor
understanding of the meaning of 'forever' and 'eternal'.
They may know the dictionary meaning of the words, but
they cannot conceive of being punished for that
duration. Thus, they are always mistranslations
For example, justice requires that Adam know what
the penalty for his disobedience was and what it meant.
He was not told that his punishment upon his death
would be subjection to endless torment. Death was the
penalty which God originally pronounced against human
sin.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Genesis 2:17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.
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God told Adam in the day he ate the forbidden fruit
he would surely die. All that God purposed to inflict
upon Adam and his future generations in case of
transgression is included in that word “death”. It is
of extreme importance that it should be understand what
God meant by death. There is only the smallest
difficulty in doing so if one considers what reason and
justice require and what Scripture expressly declares.
It's meaning then when death is attached to sin as its
penalty - the loss of life or existence is the
consequence. God said to Adam that if he ate of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, he would surely
die. God said die, not “live forever in a bad place
(“hell”). When people die, they are “dead,” and by
definition, death is the absence of life. When it comes
to things that we cannot know, such as what happens
when a person dies, we must trust that God has given us
the answers in His Word.
Since justice required that Adam know what the
penalty was, God, accordingly, speaks to Adam of death
as a thing whose nature Adam knew. Adam knew very well
what death was in only in one sense. He knew it to be
the law of the lower creatures, and to consist in the
loss of their being and existence. He knew nothing of
any other sense of death, such as “death in sin” for,
because of his innocence, he did not know what sin was
at all. Even far less did he understand death as an
eternal existence in agony. He had one clear, wellunderstood sense for death — the loss of life and being.
When God, therefore, threatened death to Adam as the
penalty for disobedience, Adam could only know that
penalty to mean that he would become like the beasts
that die. They are no longer alive. This was in
agreement with a fundamental principle of justice that death was the penalty which God threatened to
inflict for sin and that penalty must be understood by
Adam.
In a same sense justice requires that unbelievers
understand what the penalty for their unbelief or being
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an enemy of God is. If that punishment was burning
forever that would require that the meanings of
'forever' and 'eternal' be understood. Even today, with
access to the complete Scriptures, we cannot fully
comprehend the concept of 'eternal' and the meaning of
'forever'. God's "Eternity" is not even described in
the Bible, except as he relates to humanity, in time.
For true Eternity is not infinite time, but the
complete absence of time. Time is part of the Creation,
but God transcends time. God is in time, as he is in
all things in the Creation, but he is also outside of
time. God is not "eternal", rather he is Eternity. To
God, there is nothing but the present. Hence, Jesus
said "Before Abraham was, I am," not "I was before
Abraham." So when Christ is pictured in Isaiah 53 as
dying for our sins it's spoken of in one place as if it
was past. But the Bible was settled forever in heaven
where God penned the Bible. It already happened. The
Bible talks about the Lamb of God slain from the
foundation of the world. It's an eternal thing. God
dwells in Eternity. The whole thing is present (tense)
to Him. When He looks down He sees 7,000 years of
history just like that - all of it happening - and
comprehending the whole thing and understanding the
whole thing and is directing the whole thing and
guiding the whole thing with millions and billions of
people and events and everything.
Eternity and Infinity are part of the essence of
God. Everything else, including Time itself, is a
finite creation, which will be restored to Him as God
becomes "all in all.*"
1Corinthians 15:28 And when all things shall be
subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be
subject unto him that put all things under him, that
God may be all in all.
Therefore the Scriptures do not support the idea of
eternal punishment of unbelievers.
*See Appendix for a study of what becomes of the Lake
of Fire at the point where God is 'all in all.'
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Returning to the Garden of Eden, the Devil
contradicted God. God told Adam that if he ate of the
tree he would “surely die”, but the Devil later said
that the woman “Ye shall not surely die” (Genesis 3:4).
That same basic lie about death has continued down
through the ages and still today: the very common
belief that people do not really die. Today many people
believe that when a person dies, only his body dies,
but his soul lives on. With a study of the idea that
people live on after they die, one can see why the
Devil and demons promulgate it: it contradict God’s
Word. One reason the Devil promotes the teaching that a
person does not really die (cessation of life) is that
it waters down the value of life. If we are actually
alive but just in another form after we die then dying
is not that bad after all. But death is that bad. There
is nothing more precious than life, and the Devil knows
that and wants us to treat this life lightly and give
it up cheaply. The Bible says death is an enemy:
1Corinthians 15:26 The last enemy [that] shall be
destroyed [is] death.
Dr. Ruckman: "Verse 26 takes place at the Great White
Throne Judgment where Satan, who has the power of death
(Heb. 2:14), is cast into the Lake of Fire (Rev.
20:10)."
Another reason the Devil promotes the idea that
people are actually alive with an immortal soul after
they die is that if they are 'alive' they can speak to
us. One way the Devil has been successful fooling
people into believing the dead are actually alive is by
promoting the belief in an “immortal soul.” Most of the
confusion concerning hell results from the
misconception that Man (lost or saved) has an immortal
soul. (Believers will get an immortal soul at the
Second Coming.) This phrase or concept is not found
anywhere in the Bible, but rather was an idea that is
found in many pagan religions and came into the Church
through the influence of Greek philosophy. According to
the teaching on the “immortal soul,” the soul of a
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person is immortal and lives on after the person dies.
The soul is not immortal, and the phrase “immortal soul”
does not appear in the Bible. The Bible is very clear
that the soul can die and be destroyed (Matthew 10:28).
The Devil and his demons do a very good job of
impersonating dead people in séances, and use that and
similar strategies to feed untrue and even harmful
information to people. There are a lot of people who
knowingly or unknowingly disobey God’s command in
Deuteronomy 18:11 and try to contact the dead.
Deuteronomy 18:10 There shall not be found among you
[any one] that maketh his son or his daughter to pass
through the fire, [or] that useth divination, [or] an
observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch,
Deuteronomy 18:11 Or a charmer, or a consulter with
familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer.
even though it is an abomination to God. Since dead
people are dead, it is only demons impersonating the
dead that ever answer those who are seeking advice from
dead friends or relatives. In fact, even if the dead
were alive, they would never contact the living in
disobedience to God’s command.
This is precisely why our God choose death as the
punishment for sin.* In the unrepentant sinner's case
it's death with no hope of resurrection, truly an
everlasting punishment. As we shall prove, the
Scriptures, with their many instances of unbelievers
perishing, support this conclusion.
* In this way a person who does not possess God's
salvation can still make the required blood payment for
sin (Unfortunately it's with his/her own blood, a
payment which satisfies God - death (Romans 6:23), only
to be resurrected in the lake of fire.
The Scriptures do not describe a God that has the
mindset of one who would punish anyone infinitely:
Isaiah 54:8 In a little wrath I hid my face from thee
for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have
mercy on thee, saith the LORD thy Redeemer.
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The God who is infinite Love, however, has finite
patience. Patience is a quality of God.
Romans 15:5 Now the God of patience and consolation
grant you to be likeminded one toward another according
to Christ Jesus:
God does not retain His anger forever. He delights
in his mercy.
Micah 7:18 Who [is] a God like unto thee, that
pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of
the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger
for ever, because he delighteth [in] mercy.
Luke 23:34 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for
they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment,
and cast lots.
We are taught to believe that the God of infinite
might has a plan and that finite Man can deny his ever
accomplishing it.
Additional information: What this document proves:
1) Unbelievers possess nothing immortal (such as an
immortal soul) that can be tormented eternally in a
place called 'hell'. If the soul can be destroyed
(Matthew 10:28) it is not immortal and it will not
suffer eternally in 'hell' fire. Believers will receive
immortality upon their resurrection (1 Corinthians
15:53). Then will their bodies put on incorruption.
2) The word 'hell' is not even in the King James Bible.
The Hebrew prophets never mentioned a place where human
beings would writhe in eternal torment, gnashing their
teeth forever. They never mentioned even the slightest
possibility of suffering after death. The Old Testament
instead mentions a place called Sheol. Unredeemed (and
redeemed) people are held in Sheol (Greek: Hades) after
their physical death. This place is called Sheol (sheOHL) in the original Hebrew of the Old Testament. he
Hebrew Old Testament, some three hundred years before
the Christian era, was translated into Greek. Of the
sixty-four instances where Sheol occurs in the Hebrew
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it is rendered Hades in the Greek sixty times. This
proves the words 'sheol' and 'hades' are the same.
Nowhere in the Old Testament does the word Sheol, or
its Greek equivalent Hades, ever denote a place or
condition of suffering after death. It either means
literal death or temporal [earthly] calamity. This is
clear as we consult the usage. The Great White Throne
Judgment is when God will resurrect every unregenerated person from Sheol/Hades to be judged as
shown in Revelation 20:13-15.
This document proves that every verse in the Old
Testament containing the word 'Sheol', is mistranslated
as 'hell'. (In the New Testament 'Hades', 'Gehenna' and
'Tartar's' are all mistranslated as 'hell'.) Sheol
clearly means "the grave" or "the abode of all the dead,
good and bad." The same is true in the New Testament,
where the Greek word 'Hades' also clearly means "the
grave" or the abode of all the dead, good and bad. It
too is mistranslated as 'hell' in the King James and
probably in many other Bibles. Sheol and Hades refer to
the same condition or place. Again, Sheol is the Hebrew
term and Hades is the Greek.
The Hebrew prophets never mentioned any possibility
of punishment after death. Nothing like 'hell' was even
remotely suggested to Adam, Eve, Cain, Abel, Noah,
Abraham, Lot, Job, Moses, David, Solomon, Daniel, etc.
'Hell' was never mentioned to Cain, the first murderer.
Surely, we would think that God might roll out the
threat of eternal torment that Cain was to receive as a
warning to all future generations. In the whole account,
there's not a hint, not a single word on the subject.
Instead, Cain is told, "And now art thou cursed from
the earth...When thou tillest the ground, it shall not
henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a fugitive and
a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth." Again, Cain
received an immediate, tangible physical punishment
administered, with absolutely no warning of future
eternal torment. Like Adam, Cain heard none of the dire
warnings preached from pulpits of the fiery wrath of
1760

God, tormenting his soul throughout eternity. If Cain
were to receive such punishment from God without
warning, would God be a just lawgiver and judge to
impose additional, infinitely greater punishment with
no word of caution whatsoever?
'Hell' was never mentioned to the people guilty of
the wickedness that led to the Flood, Old Testament
battles, nor to the people of Sodom and Gomorrah, nor
even to the Pharaoh who enslaved the Hebrew people and
defied God repeatedly. All these received a temporal
physical punishment, with no mention of an infinitely
greater torturous punishment awaiting them in the
future.
Consider Noah and the flood. God noted that "every
thought of man's heart was only evil continually," and
that "the earth was filled with violence, and all flesh
had corrupted his way upon the earth." If not before,
wouldn't this be the ideal time to reveal eternal
torment ahead for nearly all inhabitants of the earth?
If any circumstances warranted such punishment, this
would be the time, would it not? However, Noah, "a
preacher of righteousness," didn't threaten endless
punishment to evildoers. If warnings of such punishment
serve to turn man aside from his evil way, surely this
would have been the time to have revealed it, but
there's nary a whisper of it. Instead, they were
destroyed by the flood, a physical, tangible punishment
for their sin, with absolutely no warning of endless
torment. Nor was there such a warning when Mankind
inhabited the earth again after the flood. One word
from God might have set the world on an entirely
different course. Surprisingly no such word was given.
We could go through the accounts of the builders of the
tower of Babel, the destruction of Pharaoh and his
armies, and Lot's wife, yet we would notice the same
thing. All these received a temporal physical
punishment, with no mention of an infinitely greater
torturous punishment awaiting them in the future.
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There are also no OT warnings about the need to
repent in order to avoid conscious suffering after
death. There were no warnings about suffering in the
afterlife at all. Instead we read:
Ecclesiastes 9:5 For the living know that they shall
die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they
any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.
The obvious reason the dead know nothing is because
they’re no longer alive and conscious. The Bible
teaches that when a person dies he is dead in every way:
he has no life or consciousness in heaven or on Earth.
However, at some point in the future, the redeemed will
be resurrected to life.
"Ecclesiastes 9:5 tells us plainly, "The dead know
nothing”, and Ecclesiastes 9:10 reinforces that thought:
“In sheol, where you are going, there is neither
working nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom.
“Solomon,the author of Ecclesiastes, did not
contradict Himself by stating later in Ecclesiastes
12:7 that at death “the spirit will return to God who
gave it”. He simply gave us more details about what
happens at death. The soul/consciousness goes to
sheol/the-unseen where thereis no knowledge or working
or planning, where there is only silence, and the
spirit returns (unconsciously) toGod. By putting
Solomon’s straightforward statements about death
together, we can see that a person becomes unconscious
at death, and his or her spirit (unconscious, having
no soul/consciousness without the body – see Genesis
2:7) returns to God. (Also notice, these people that
claim to have had visions of hell where people are
conscious in death, plotting and planning to try to get
out of hell and begging Jesus tolet them out of hell,
etc., have obviously never read Ecclesiastes 9:5 and
10, which plainly state that in death there is no
knowledge or planning or working. Andthese translators
who translate “sheol” ridiculously as“hell” are
completely out of line; apparently they haven’t read
Ecclesiastes 9:5 and 10 either.
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Ecclesiastes 9:5 tells us plainly, "The dead know
nothing”, and Ecclesiastes 9:10 reinforces that thought:
“In sheol, where you are going, there is neither
working nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom.
“Solomon,the author of Ecclesiastes, did not
contradict Himself by stating later in Ecclesiastes
12:7 that at death “the spirit will return to God who
gave it”. He simply gave us more details about what
happens at death. The soul/consciousness goes to
sheol/the-unseen where thereis no knowledge or working
or planning, where there is only silence, and the
spirit returns (unconsciously) toGod. By putting
Solomon’s straightforward statements about death
together, we can see that a person becomes unconscious
at death, and his or her spirit (unconscious, having no
soul/consciousness without the body – see Genesis 2:7)
returns to God. (Also notice, these people that claim
to have had visions of hell where people are conscious
in death, plotting and planning to try to get out of
hell and begging Jesus tolet them out of hell, etc.,
have obviously never read Ecclesiastes 9:5 and 10,
which plainly state that in death there is no knowledge
or planning or working. Andthese translators who
translate “sheol” ridiculously as“hell” are completely
out of line; apparently they haven’t read Ecclesiastes
9:5 and 10 either. ou only
have a soul/consciousness – when you are alive (when
your spirit from God is united with your physical body).
Are you planning when you're asleep? Are you conscious?
Are you working? No. Neither will you be when you are
dead. For a human being, life only happens when you are
alive.
Jesus’ statements on the cross match up perfectly
with Solomon’s straightforward description of what
happens at death in Ecclesiastes 12:7, 9:5, 9:10 and
David’s straightforward description of what happens at
death in Psalm 31:5, 6:5, 115:17, and 146:4, along with
all Paul’s statements about death, Daniel 12:13, John
3:13, etc. Jesus became unconscious when He died, just
like every other human being who ever lived, and His
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spirit (along with the spirit of the thief) went to God
unconsciously. As if it were not enough that the
Scriptural statements all match up with each other
perfectly, Jesus quoted the prophet David word for word
when He said the moment before His death, “Father, into
Your hands I commit my spirit.” (See Luke 23:46 and
Psalm 31:5.) This confirms that Jesus understood
David’s statements about death and agreed with them. Of
course, it would be absurd to argue that Jesus agreed
with David’s statement in Psalm 31:5 and Solomon’s
statement in Ecclesiastes 12:7 about what happens to
the spirit at death but disagreed with David’s
statements in Psalm 6:5, 115:17, and 146:4 and
Solomon’s statements in Ecclesiastes 9:5 and 10 about
what happens to the soul/consciousness/thoughts at
death. In Luke 23:46 Jesus quoted David about what
happens to the spirit at death, and in Acts 2:7 Peter
quoted David about what happened to Jesus’
soul/consciousness at death. Solomon’s statements about
death match up perfectly with David’s, and with the New
Testament account of what happened to Jesus at death in
which David was directly quoted word for word, twice.
The case is airtight; it cannot get any clearer that
Jesus and every single passage in the Bible about death
fully agree with and are perfectly explained by David
and Solomon’s statements about death.
Jesus, his disciples, and the apostle Paul all knew
the Old Testament Scriptures well, and they would have
understood exactly, in detail, how a human being is
composed as described by Genesis 2:7 and exactly what
happens to each of the three parts of a human being at
death according to the writings of Solomon and David.
They knew that there is no soul/consciousness without a
spirit from God united with a physical body, and that
when a person dies their body goes into their ground
and their spirit returns to God, causing the person to
become unconscious (their “soul/consciousness” to go to
“the unseen/unperceived”.
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That is why throughout Scripture sleep is used as
an analogy for death and being “awake” is used as an
analogy for being alive/conscious. Paul himself, Jesus
Himself, an angel in the book of Daniel, etc.
repeatedly refer to death as “sleep”. And the apostle
Paul refers to being alive as being “awake” (1 Thess.
5:10, referring to the fact that dead believers and
believers alive on Earth will be raptured at the same
time). This analogy makes perfect sense. Just as you
are only conscious/aware when you are awake (not when
you’re sleeping), so you are only conscious – you only
have a soul/consciousness – when you are alive (when
your spirit from God is united with your physical body).
Are you planning when you're asleep? Are you conscious?
Are you working? No. Neither will you be when you are
dead. For a human being, life only happens when you are
alive.
Many Christians ignore Jesus’ and Paul’s (and other
Bible verses) references to death as “sleep”, as well
as other statements they made that clearly line up with
this concept and the clear teachings of David and
Solomon on unconscious death, and instead constantly
quote a couple of unclear statements by Jesus and a
couple of unclear statements by Paul (in which they do
not specifically state whether going to be with God at
death is conscious or unconscious), misinterpreting
those unclear statements to match a pagan leftover
“conscious death” mindset instead of interpreting these
statements in a way that matches the rest of Scripture
and the rest of Jesus’ and Paul’s own clear statements
about death. Let’s look at the most potentially
confusing statements made by Jesus and Paul. When we
study them carefully, we’ll see that they actually line
up perfectly with everything else Jesus, Paul, and the
Bible say about death.
Hebrews 11:39 states that the heroes of faith who
died in faith “received not the promise”.
Hebrews 11:39 And these all, having obtained a good
report through faith, received not the promise:
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They haven't gotten what God promised them yet!
Why? They're dead! They’re unconscious. They “know
nothing” (Ecc. 9:5). Their spirits have returned to God,
unconsciously, but since they are unconscious they are
not able to enjoy or receive the reward God promised
them yet. They died in hope of “a better resurrection”
(not a better conscious death) and will receive what
God promised them at the rapture.
Revelation 6:9 And when he had opened the fifth seal,
I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain
for the word of God, and for the testimony which they
held:
Revelation 6:10 And they cried with a loud voice,
saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not
judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the
earth?
Revelation 6:11 And white robes were given unto every
one of them; and it was said unto them, that they
should rest yet for a little season, until their fellow
servants also and their brethren, that should be killed
as they [were], should be fulfilled.
This is exactly the case with Revelation 6:9-11. If
this passage teaches that the normal state of the dead
is consciousness, other Bible verses suddenly become
lies. Some people might say this passage is not literal,
but a symbolic message to end times believers; how can
dead souls without bodies wear white robes as verse 11
says? Maybe God gives them bodies temporarily; the
passage doesn’t say. Or maybe the white robes are
figurative, not literal. A figurative interpretation of
the 5th Seal obviously would not contradict the rest of
the Bible’s teaching about the normal state of humans
in death being unconsciousness. But even if this
passage describes a literal event, the event is
obviously a temporary exception to the normal state of
humans in death– the martyrs are unconscious (they
“rest” or “sleep”), are only temporarily woken up to
cry out to God, and then are told to go back to
sleep/rest (unconsciousness). This passage does not
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contradict the rest of the Bible’s clear teaching that
the normal state of the dead is unconsciousness, but
confirms it.
Regarding the parable of Lazarus and the rich man.
In Luke 16:23 where Jesus says the rich man is
suffering in “this flame” in “the unseen” (Greek
“hades”). This seemingly contradicts everything else in
Scripture about “hades” and its Hebrew counterpart
“sheol”, including Ecclesiastes 9:10 which plainly
states, “There is no activity or planning or knowledge
or wisdom in sheol”. If there is no knowledge in sheol,
then how does the rich man even know that he's
suffering? If there’s no planning in sheol, then how is
this rich man planning a way to get out of there? The
parable of Lazarus and the rich man seemingly
contradicts David’s and Solomon’s statements about
death, the New Testament’s confirmation of David and
Solomon’s statements about death, the Bible's (and
Jesus’ own) repeated use of the analogy of sleep for
death and of being “awake” for being alive. How can
the rich man and Lazarus have a conversation if they’re
both dead/“asleep”?) The setting of this parable
seemingly contradicts everything else in Scripture
about death the parable of Lazarus and the rich man.
Note Luke 16:23 where Jesus says the rich man is
suffering in “this flame” in “the unseen” (Greek
“Hades”). This seemingly contradicts everything else in
Scripture about “Hades” and its Hebrew counterpart
“Sheol”, including Ecclesiastes 9:10 which plainly
states, “There is no activity or planning or knowledge
or wisdom in Sheol”. If there is no knowledge in Sheol,
then how does the rich man even know that he's
suffering? If there’s no planning in Sheol, then how is
this rich man planning a way to get out of there? The
parable of Lazarus and the rich man seemingly
contradicts David’s and Solomon’s statements about
death, the New Testament’s confirmation of David and
Solomon’s statements about death, the Bible's (and
Jesus’ own) repeated use of the analogy of sleep for
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death and of being “awake” for being alive, and Jesus’
statement in John 3:13, “No man has ascended into
heaven.”(How can Lazarus be in heaven if “no man has
ascended into heaven”? How can the rich man and Lazarus
have a conversation if they’re both dead/“asleep”?) The
setting of this parable seemingly contradicts
everything else in Scripture about death. But He's not
contradicting Himself at all, because the parable of
Lazarus and the rich man is exactly that – a parable, a
fictional illustrative story, and Jesus did not take
the setting and details of the fictional story from the
Scriptures, but from the Pharisees’ pagan Babylonian
Talmudian traditions. There are also several details in
the parable that tell us it cannot possibly be a
literal teaching by Jesus about the afterlife, but
rather that Jesus was making a joke out of the
Pharisees’ pagan Talmudian traditions and mocking its
pagan beliefs about the afterlife, as an affront to the
Pharisees and as a lesson to the others listening.
These details and the fact that it is a parable
(parables by definition are not literal, but fictional
stories) are overlooked by many Christians who
interpret the setting of the story superficially and
ignorantly as being a literal teaching about the
afterlife. This is due to a failure to read past the
fictional setting to the points Jesus Himself made with
the parable, which had zero, nothing to do with the
afterlife. Jesus was simply using false pagan Talmudian
conceptions of the afterlife that would have been
familiar to His audiences the setting of His fictional
illustrative story and that the points He made with
this illustrative story had everything to do with the
next age of life on earth and nothing to do with the
“pagan afterlife” setting of the story, which was just
a vehicle to get to the point, while mocking the Talmud
at the same time. Jesus could have used any fictional
story set in any setting to get across the same point,
but He chose a pagan Talmudian “afterlife” setting for
the story, and made the “pagan afterlife” into a joke,
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mocking it, to make an additional point to His audience,
which included Pharisees, that He did not approve of
the Pharisees embracing paganism and mixing Talmudic
beliefs with the teachings of the Old Testament
Scriptures. It is clear that the point of the parable
had nothing to do with “the afterlife”, but with life
in the next age on Earth.
Jesus’ main message to Israel was not about “the
afterlife” or “going to heaven” but about life in the
next age on Earth. Understanding Jesus’ message to
Israel correctly will enable you to see that with the
parable of Lazarus and the rich man Jesus was not
giving a teaching about the afterlife, but was mocking
the Pharisees’ ridiculous pagan Talmudian beliefs about
the conscious afterlife, while simultaneously making
the same point He always made to Israel in His
preaching, about how they could earn themselves a good
spot in the next age of life on earth by obeying the
Old Testament Law of Moses and doing good works.
One must realize that it’s fictional setting is not a
literal teaching on “the afterlife”, but a fictional
illustrative story with a setting lifted right out of
the pages of the pagan Talmud, and that it would have
been understood as such by Jesus' audience of
Israelites living 2000 years ago.
Understanding these two enormous differences
between the assumptions of Jesus’ Israelite audience
2,000 years ago, and those of a modern Christian
trained to believe in the pagan version of the
afterlife, is essential to correctly understanding the
illustrative story Jesus told about Lazarus and a rich
man. The point of the story was that a change in
fortunes is coming between those who have it good now
(the world’s political and religious elite) and the
downtrodden who are exploited by the world’s political
and religious elite. An Israelite living 2,000 years
ago who got the point of the story would have assumed
Jesus was talking about this “switch in fortunes”
occurring in the next age of life on earth – the coming
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kingdom of God. This would have been a correct
assumption; Jesus was talking about exactly that. To
Israelites back then, this was just another point about
the same thing Jesus constantly preached about and the
main thing they were looking forward to – the coming
kingdom of God on Earth. The Israelite living 2,000
years ago and Jesus were on the same cultural and
belief system page; they were both talking and thinking
about the same thing: the coming kingdom of God on
Earth.
However, the typical modern Christian who reads the
story immediately assumes Jesus was giving a literal
teaching about the conscious afterlife and eternity.
This is an incorrect assumption. The modern Christian
and Jesus are not on the same page here. Jesus was
talking to Israelites 2,000 years ago, about the
primary subject He constantly preached to them about
during His earthly ministry and the primary subject His
audience was thinking about: the coming kingdom of God
on earth. But the modern Christian is on a different
page, on a completely different wavelength – the modern
Christian is thinking about a (supposed) conscious
afterlife. It is ironic that Middle Ages paganism has
trained much of modern Christianity to accept as truth
the pagan afterlife nonsense that the Pharisees taught.
To Jesus, as with all His parables, the fictional
setting and fictional details of the fictional story*
were just a vehicle to get to a few points about the
same thing He always preached to Israel about: the
coming earthly kingdom of God. This seems confusing to
us modern Christians; we think, “Why would Jesus be so
confusing by using a story set in the conscious
afterlife to talk about something that will occur in
the next age of life on earth?”
* This parable and it's Talmudic (Gemara) origins is
discussed more fully in section 1b of this document.
But one has to understand that this would not have
been confusing at all to Jesus' Israelite audience back
then, because they had not been subjected to centuries
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of unscriptural pagan lies about conscious death and
“being in heaven forever” as modern Christians have
been. Israelites back then would have been no more
confused about this parable than modern Christians
would be if they were told a fictional story. One must
be careful what they believe. One shouldn't believe in
the Talmudic conception of the afterlife. In the same
way, Jesus’ Israelite audience that day would have
known that Jesus didn’t believe in the Pharisees’ pagan
Talmudic conception of the afterlife, and they would
have instantly and easily understood that Jesus was
mocking the Pharisaical Talmudian conception of the
afterlife.
Jesus’ story about Lazarus and the rich man must be
understood in the context of the main message He
preached to Israel 2,000 years ago, which was all about
the coming kingdom of God in the next age of life on
Earth. Mistranslations of the Greek word “eon” in many
English Bibles notwithstanding, Jesus did not preach to
the Israelites back then about “eternity” or “the
afterlife” or any such thing.
He mentioned “the resurrection” once or twice in
response to a question from some Pharisees and
Sadducees who were arguing about it. The Sadducees,
together with the priests and the captain of the Temple,
were disturbed because Peter and John were teaching the
people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from
the dead. In
Acts 5:16 There came also a multitude [out] of the
cities round about unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks,
and them which were vexed with unclean spirits: and
they were healed every one.
Acts 5:17 Then the high priest rose up, and all they
that were with the Sadducees again become emotionally
agitated at the activities of the apostles.
or spirit: but the Pharisees confess both.
They are a kind of atheist/agnostic. They don't
believe in any spiritual realm, afterlife, resurrection.
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hey believed in heathenism, Epicureanism (eat, drink in
be merry). Enjoy today.
The apostles are said to be filled with the spirit
of God and these people are filed with good works. You
bring people to God, street preach, support missions
and the religious people are filled with indignation.
Acts 5:17 Then the high priest rose up, and all they
that were with him, (which is the sect of the
Sadducees,) and were filled with indignation,
'sect' " A “sect” (vs. 17) is a faction made of people who
choose to adopt a position contrary to the word of God
(see comments on Acts 24:5). Unlike the infidel, the
“heretic” professes to believe the Bible, but he does
this to lure people his way who really do believe it;
the heretic then privately interprets it and misapplies
it. The cults match the “sects” of our text, while the
present “denominations” were originally made up of
orthodox Christianity. However, since A.D. 1900 things
have deteriorated slightly (or to put it more
forthright—“the bottom dropped out.”). The
“denominations” today have departed from so many of the
fundamentals of the Nicean Creed that they may properly
be classified as “cults,” ... "
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S. Acts Commentary (The Bible
Believer's Commentary Series)
The Sadducees - their doctrines are listed in:
Matthew 22:23 The same day came to him the Sadducees,
which say that there is no resurrection, and asked him,
Acts 23:8 For the Sadducees say that there is no
resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit: but the
Pharisees confess both.
They are a kind of atheist/agnostic. They don't
believe in any spiritual realm, afterlife, resurrection.
hey believed in heathenism, Epicureanism (eat, drink in
be merry). Enjoy today.
The apostles are said to be filled with the spirit
of God and these people are filed with good works. You
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bring people to God, street preach, support missions
and the religious people are filled with indignation.
Acts 5:28 Saying, Did not we straitly command you that
ye should not teach in this name? and, behold, ye have
filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to
bring this man's blood upon us.
- Better than being filled with indignation.
The Pharisees didn't want this opposing message
being preached and people turning to Christ. They were
indignant about it. They hated to lose a following
which is what was happening. Because of the many signs
and wonders that were done by the apostles and the rise
in public interest and belief the high priest and his
associates, the Sadducees were filled with jealousy and
arrested and incarcerated the apostles.
Job 19:25-26 can be asserted to point to a bodily
resurrection.
Job 19:25 For I know [that] my redeemer liveth, and
[that] he shall stand at the latter [day] upon the
earth:
Job 19:26 And [though] after my skin [worms] destroy
this [body], yet in my flesh shall I see God:
"The Redeemer is able to resurrect a man’s dead body
and put it back together again (vs. 26)."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S. Job Commentary (The Bible
Believer's Commentary Series)
Psalm 73 can point to the future resurrection and
eternal life. Isaiah 26:19 and Daniel 12:2 are perhaps
the two most prominent Old Testament passages which
speak of a bodily resurrection.
Isaiah 26:19 Thy dead [men] shall live, [together with]
my dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that
dwell in dust: for thy dew [is as] the dew of herbs,
and the earth shall cast out the dead.
Daniel 12:2 And many of them that sleep in the dust of
the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and
some to shame [and] everlasting contempt.
Israelites back then would have thought the
resurrection of godly people like Abraham and David so
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they could be able to enjoy the Messiah’s reign on
Earth (a correct, if somewhat limited, understanding of
what we call the Rapture). These comments by the
Pharisees went right over the Israelites’ heads. But
these things were not the main message that Jesus
constantly preached to Israel. His primary message to
Israel was all about how to secure a good position in
the next age of life on Earth in the “kingdom of God”,
which He was giving Israel a chance to see occur in
that generation. The parable of Lazarus and the rich
man, like most of Jesus’ parables, was a part of His
message to Israel about the coming kingdom of God on
Earth.
The main point of the parable of Lazarus and the
rich man was that a switch is coming. Some (the elite,
for example the Pharisees, symbolized by the rich man)
who have it good now, will not have it so good later,
and vice versa. The poor and downtrodden who are
exploited by the elite will have it good later on when
Jesus brings the kingdom to earth. The key to
understanding the parable is that this “switch” to
which Jesus was referring had nothing to do with
eternity or the afterlife, but rather it was about the
next age of life on Earth.
When we read the parable we can now see that it has
nothing to do with a teaching about the “afterlife”,
but instead it was an encouragement to the downtrodden
that their life experience would improve in the next
age of life on earth under Jesus’ rulership. We realize
that it was a message to the Israelites about a
reversal of fortunes that was coming in the next age of
life on Earth under His rulership and a scathing
condemnation of the Pharisees in which Jesus made it
clear to them that their position and experience in the
next age of life on earth under His rulership would not
be good. It is important to note that the parable is
about a poor guy and a rich guy. The message of the
parable is still very relevant today because it is a
message about the fact that in the next age when Jesus
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rules the earth the exploitative elite will have their
fortunes switched with the exploited and powerless
downtrodden. The same basic satanic political and
religious authority structure rules the world today as
that which the Pharisees were caught up in back then.
The bottom line is, there will be a “switch” in
fortunes between the oppressed and the oppressors. And
it will occur in exactly the way Jesus was pointing to
with the parable of Lazarus and the rich man – when He
forcibly takes over rulership of the earth (Rev. 19:1120:5). When we understand this in the light of
Scriptural prophecy (especially the aspects of OT
prophecy that Israelites back then focused on, the
Messiah coming to Earth to physically rule over it) it
makes perfect sense why Jesus told this fictional
illustrative story about a poor man and a rich man.
Jesus said in the parable that the rich man and his
brothers didn’t believe the Old Testament prophets that
predicted the Messiah’s takeover of the Earth and the
justice/switch-in-fortunes that would accompany it. The
Pharisees were not interested in the kingdom of God
coming, because they benefitted greatly in the current
political system. They said publicly that they were
interested in the kingdom coming, but they felt
extremely threatened when confronted with the idea that
it might actually come on their watch, and that the
King did not think highly of them! Jesus also made it
clear through the parable that once He takes over the
Earth, once He enforces a switch in fortunes between
the elite and the downtrodden – it will be too late for
the elite to say, “Now I believe You are the Messiah
and I want to change my ways.” This is perfectly in
line with what Jesus constantly preached to Israel:
Repent, for the kingdom of God has drawn near its power
is being demonstrated through Jesus' miracles, and it
may come fully to Earth soon if certain conditions are
met.
Again, the only way this parable does not become a
mush of confusion is if we stop artificially
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superimposing the pagan afterlife idea that this
parable is a literal teaching about a conscious
afterlife and instead interpret it in the light that
Jesus hadn’t even died on the Cross yet when He told
this parable. How could the point be “believe Paul’s
gospel or go to hell”? Paul’s gospel, based on faith in
what Jesus’ death and resurrection accomplished had not
even occurred yet.
Jesus obviously was not asking Israel to believe in
Paul’s gospel. He was asking them to listen to and obey
“Moses and the prophets” (the Old Testament Scriptures
and the Law of Moses). Jesus predicted as one of the
points He made with the parable that Israel as a whole
and particularly the Pharisees would not obey the Law
of Moses well enough and believe the Old Testament
prophecies about Him either before He died on the cross,
or after He rose from the dead. Jesus was
predicting/prophesying that Israel would be given
another chance to believe He was the Messiah in that
generation, through the preaching of the apostles after
His resurrection, but that even then Israel as a whole
would not accept Him as the Messiah.
It is makes no sense to interpret the parable as
“believe Paul’s gospel or go to hell”. How could Jesus
have expected Israel to understand and believe Paul’s
gospel from merely reading “Moses and the prophets”,
when it was many years later before the apostle Paul
got his brand-new, never-before-preached revelation
from God that was 'hidden from ages past'? How could
Jesus have been holding Israel accountable for
understanding and believing something that nobody
(except Jesus) understood, and nobody (including Jesus)
preached until Paul came along? It took a special
revelation from God to a man who spent his whole life
studying the OT.*
*The apostle Paul was fully rooted in the monotheism
of Old Testament Israel, and believed wholeheartedly in
the moral requirements of the Hebrew Scriptures. The
reason Paul converted to Christianity was that he
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believed Jesus to be this Messiah spoken of in the Old
Testament. Paul would never have believed anything that
contradicted the teachings of the Old Testament. Paul
was an expert in the OT before his conversion. Paul was
not a traitor to Judaism, but rather he continued to practice Judaism, and
even more interestingly, he continued to promote it after he became a
follower of Jesus. Paul still strongly supported Judaism in the midst of his
conversion to Christianity. This conversion led him to write the book of
Hebrews, whose main theme is 'Jesus is better'.
We take our understanding of Paul’s gospel for
granted because we’ve been able to read his writings
for hundreds of years. But Israel had never had
anything remotely like Paul’s gospel enter their minds.
Jesus’ own disciples could not even comprehend why He
would have to die! How could the message of the parable
be “believe Paul’s gospel or burn forever” when all
Israel had was Moses and the prophets? Are we to
believe God would torture people forever because they
were unable to deduce Paul’s gospel from Moses and the
prophets?
Modern Christians often act as if this parable is a
literal teaching about the fires of hell for anyone who
doesn’t “believe the gospel”. But what we usually think
of as “the gospel” is Paul’s gospel as outlined in
Romans 8:9-10, that if you confess Jesus as Lord and
believe He rose from the dead, you’ll be saved. In
contrast, when Jesus told the parable of Lazarus and
the rich man, He hadn’t even died yet. So how could He
have been holding the Israelites accountable through
the parable for not believing He rose from the dead?
Again, the parable only makes sense if you understand
that the gospel Jesus preached to Israel and which His
disciples preached again immediately after His
resurrection was different than the gospel Paul
preached later. With this parable Jesus made the point
that the rich man and his brothers (representative of
the elite in this age) did not believe the Old
Testament prophecies about Him or obey the Law of Moses
well enough (“listen to Moses and the Prophets”), and
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would not believe those prophecies or obey the Law well
enough even after He rose from the dead. In other words,
they did not and would not, in their lifetimes believe
that He was the Messiah or meet the behavioral
standards of the Law of Moses. There is a big
difference between merely believing Jesus is the
Messiah and meeting the behavioral standards of the Law
of Moses, and understanding the significance of
Christ’s death and resurrection.
With this parable Jesus predicted that Israel would
on the whole reject His gospel.(NOT Paul’s gospel,
which no one heard until later when the apostle Paul
started preaching the full significance of Jesus’ death
and resurrection.) In other words, Israel, both before
and after Jesus’ death/resurrection, rejected the
message that “Jesus is the Messiah as proven by the OT
prophecies so repent because if you do He will come in
this generation. This is a very limited message that
has nothing to do with Paul’s gospel. With the parable
of Lazarus and the rich man, as with the vast majority
of His preaching to Israel, Jesus was not preaching
Paul’s gospel (“believe that Jesus rose from the dead
and the full significance of what that accomplished”) –
How could He have? He hadn’t even died yet.
One of the points Jesus clearly made with this
parable was a prediction of what Paul talks about in
Romans 11, etc., about how Israel’s hearts would be
hardened for a season so that Paul’s gospel could come
to the whole world. But if we try to make the parable
into a message that “if you don’t believe Paul’s gospel
you will burn in hell”, that is nonsense, because Jesus
told the parable before He died. He could not possibly
have been holding His audience accountable for not
believing Paul’s gospel, because Paul’s gospel had not
even occurred, much less been preached, yet. Yet many
modern Christians ludicrously pull out this parable of
Jesus and act as if its message is “Believe that Jesus
rose from the dead according to Romans 8:9-10 or burn.”
Jesus hadn’t even died yet at the time He told the
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parable. How could the message of the parable be
“believe Jesus rose from the dead, or burn”?
The parable of Lazarus and the rich man had nothing
to do with “eternity” or “the afterlife” or Paul’s
gospel, but had everything to do with the same things
Jesus constantly preached to Israel about: the changes
that will occur when He takes over physical rulership
of the Earth, which He was giving Israel a chance to
see occur in that generation. This parable only makes
sense if you take into account that it is all about
Jesus’ message to Israel, not Paul’s gospel, and if you
take into account that it is all about Jesus giving
Israel two chances (before and after His resurrection)
to accept Him as Messiah so as to see the kingdom come
to earth in that generation. If we try to make it into
a message about Paul’s gospel or “the eternal
consequences of not believing that Jesus rose from the
dead according to Romans 8:9-10” we are in error, for
Jesus told this parable before He even died on the
cross.
If you read the section of Jesus’ preaching that
includes the parable of Lazarus and the rich man
starting in Luke 15:1-3, you will see that a group of
Pharisees, along with regular Israelite people, were
part of Jesus’ audience for the parables He told in
Luke chapters 15 and 16. The first verse of chapter 16
says, 'He was also saying to the disciples...' which
tells us Jesus’ disciples were part of the audience too.
That would make sense, since they usually went with Him
wherever He went. So all these illustrative stories
Jesus told as recorded in Luke 15 and 16 were heard by
regular Israelites, Jesus’ disciples, and Pharisees.
The Pharisees would have been enraged by the parable of
Lazarus and the rich man. The story was a scathing
criticism of the Israelite religious leaders of the day
who loved money and were entrenched in the Roman
political system at great benefit to themselves, while
not lifting a finger to truly help others. It will help
us understand this particular parable better if we
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examine why Jesus was so forcefully critical of the
Pharisees throughout His earthly ministry. The regular
people and the downtrodden in Israel 2,000 years ago
were being exploited, not helped, by their religious
leaders (Lk. 11:42-46). This was because their
religious leaders had bought into, entrenched
themselves with and were benefitting greatly from the
world’s political authority structure in this Satanruled age. The story of Lazarus and the rich man was a
direct slap in the face to the Pharisees because they
did not want a change in world rulership and a switch
of fortunes between the downtrodden and the elite
leadership class. They already had it good in this age,
in the current system.
So Jesus’ point to the Pharisees through the story
of Lazarus and the rich man, was, “The rich and
powerful have got it good now. But a time is coming –
the next age, when I take over the Earth and rule it –
when you exploitative elite who have it good now will
be on the bottom (or simply given capital punishment),
and those who are downtrodden now will suddenly leap
over you who have exploited them; they’ll have it great
in the next age, but you certainly won’t.
Through the story of a poor man and a rich man
having their fortunes switched, Jesus was telling the
Pharisees that their good lot in this age would not
always last, and if the kingdom of God were to come in
that generation (as God was giving Israel a chance to
see happen if they met certain conditions, Jesus was
letting the Pharisees know in no uncertain terms that
they would not have it so good in the next age of life
on Earth under His rulership, because they were
exploitative fools who were wedded to the Babylonian
satanic system of world rulership in the current age.
Of course now that Israel failed to meet the conditions
to have the kingdom come in that generation 2,000 years
ago, we know that the Pharisees who lived back then
will not take part in the kingdom of God – the
Millennium and the new Jerusalem age (Rev. 21-22) – at
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all. They will not be resurrected until the white
throne judgment, where God will judge them; after which
they will die again and will miss out on the New
Jerusalem age.
So Jesus cleverly addressed the Pharisees’
foundational problem – their acceptance of the satanic
world system in this age as signaled by their
acceptance of paganism (ideas about the afterlife etc.).
How did He do this? By mocking the paganism they had
accepted. He took a message about the coming switch in
fortunes between the exploiters and the exploited that
the earthly kingdom of God will bring by telling
fictional story set in the Pharisees’ pagan Talmudian
conception of the afterlife. In doing this He made sure
to highlight the absurdity of that pagan version of the
afterlife by including the Talmudian detail regarding
afterlife flames being within shouting distance of
heaven.
If you read Luke 16:19-26 you will see that it
matches almost exactly with the passages quoted from
the Talmud.*
*This topic is discussed more fully in this document in
section 1b.
The setting of Jesus’ story about Lazarus and the
rich man is straight out of the Pharisees’ pagan
Talmudian tradition. And so is the terminology He used
to describe what happens at death in the pagan
Talmudian conception of the afterlife. “Going to
Abraham’s bosom” at death was a concept and phrase
straight out of the Talmudian tradition. For example,
here is a quote from the Juchasin, Vol.75, 2, a long
story about what Levi said of Rabbi Judah, speaking of
the day he died: “This day he sits in Abraham’s bosom”.
And in Midrash Echah, fol.68. 1 the Talmud tells the
story of a woman whose son was about to die, who told
him, “Go thou, my son, to Abraham my father, and tell
him: Thus saith thy mother, Do not thou boast, saying,
I built an altar, and offered my son Isaac. For thy
mother hath built seven altars, and offered seven sons
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in one day”, etc. The expression "bosom of Abraham",
אברהם חיק, is post OT, and appears once in rabbinic
literature, in the Babylonian Talmud tractate Kiddushin
(marriages) page 72b, first line. The translation is:
'The day that [Rabbi Ada bar Ahava] sat in the bosom of
Abraham, Rabbi Yehuda was born in Babylon.'
The concept of going to Abraham’s bosom was created
because people had to go somewhere when they died, but
they couldn't go to the same place of suffering as
those who rejected the promised Christ. They also
couldn't go to heaven because Christ had not yet died
on the cross to cover their sins. They believed that
God's solution was to create "Abraham's Bosom", a
special place that was set apart from the rest of hell
by a great gap or gulf. This arrangement was temporary,
because after Jesus died, he went to Abraham's Bosom
and led those who were there into heaven.
So we see that this concept of dying and “going to
Abraham’s bosom” consciously (being able to think and
speak in death, and talk to other dead people) is pure
paganism, from the pagan Babylonian Talmud. We have
examples also of the dead discoursing with one another
and also with those who are still alive (Berachoth, Vol.
18, 2—Treatise on Blessings). R. Samuel Bar Nachman
saith, R. Jonathan saith, How doth it appear that the
dead have any discourse among themselves? The phrase
"bosom of Abraham" fell out of use in Jewish circles
because of its adoption in Christian circles. It does
not appear in later Jewish literature or liturgy. The
scene of the bosom of Abraham and the bosom of the
Father is a domestic scene, at table. Instead of
sitting in chairs around table the men would recline
(lay back, propped up on an elbow for example) in an
arrangement of 3 couches called a triclinium.
Another phrase and concept found in the Pharisees’
Talmud was the idea of being “carried by angels” at
death. In Jesus’ story, Lazarus was “carried by angels
to Abraham’s bosom”. This was another direct quote from
the Talmudian tradition. We can't find anything in the
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Old Testament about anyone dying and being carried by
angels to Abraham's bosom, but we can certainly find it
in Jewish tradition before the time of Jesus. It was
extremely significant that Jesus mocked the Pharisees’
Talmudian traditions. They were not inspired by God as
the Old Testament is. We defer here to go into a
detailed explanation of the origin of the Babylonian
Talmud and why the Pharisees embraced it.
The Pharisees would’ve been offended when Jesus
told the story of Lazarus and the rich man. Jesus was
mocking the Pharisees’ Talmudian traditions, and
everyone in the audience back then would’ve known it.
Every Israelite present that day would have recognized
the setting of the story* as coming not from Inspired
Old Testament Scripture, but from the Pharisees’ Talmud,
and they certainly would’ve picked up not only on the
joke, but also on the subtle mockery of the pagan
belief system the Pharisees were mixing with inspired
truth."
*We analyze this parable extensively.
"Philippians 1:27 and 3:20 make it clear that
Christians are to live our lives on Earth right now in
remembrance of the fact that we are “citizens of
heaven”. Hebrews 12:23 clarifies for us exactly what
happens when a Godly person dies: in perfect harmony
with Ecclesiastes 12:7 and Psalm 31:5 and Luke 23:46,
our spirit returns to God where it is registered. God
keeps track of the essence of us – the part of us that
came directly from Him (Gen. 2:7). We simply have to
remember the fact that according to many other plain
Scriptures by the same Scriptural authorities(David,
Solomon, Paul, Jesus, etc.), which talk about our
spirits going to God in heaven where they are
registered, our spirits are not conscious without a
body (Gen. 2:7, Ecc. 12:7, 9:5, 9:10, Ps. 31:5, Lk.
23:46, Ps. 6:5, Ps. 146:4, etc.)
You have to understand that Paul (along with Jesus,
and every Scriptural author/teacher in Bible times)
knew that the people to whom he said things and wrote
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his letters almost 2,000 years ago would understand his
meaning perfectly in passages like 2 Corinthians 5:2-10
or Hebrews chapters 11 and 12, because he had taught
them well in person himself, so Jesus did not have to
put a whole lot of explanatory words in these passages
to make His meaning very clear to His audience back
then. He assumed they would understand that He was
talking about unconscious death, spirits that are not
conscious when not attached to a physical body (Gen.
2:7), our spirits being registered in heaven but still
dependent on a physical body for consciousness, and our
spirits being with God and/or remaining registered with
God in heaven at death unconsciously because of the
separation from the physical body.
The modern Christian, however, lifts one phrase in
2nd Corinthians 5, “to be absent from the body is to be
present with the Lord”,
2Corinthians 5:8 We are confident, [I say], and
willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be
present with the Lord.
Paul knew what would happen to him when he died. He
had confidence, knowledge of it and was willing to go.
Since we have the promise that we will obtain a
glorified body (2 Corinthians 5:1), and since we have a
pledge of that promise in our present transformation (2
Corinthians 5:5), we can feel consistently confident.
Now, when we are in the body, we are physically
separated from the Lord. Spiritually, we are never
apart. Here it is important to note that Paul clearly
states in 5:1-2 that his hope is for the resurrection
body and he affirms in 5:3-4 that he does not want to
be “naked” or “unclothed” (that is disembodied). And
yet Paul says that he prefers to be away from the
(present) body and at home with the Lord (5:8).
The Connection between Resurrection and the Presence of
the Lord
The reason Paul says he can live faithfully in the
midst of suffering is that:
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2Corinthians 4:14 Knowing that he which raised up the
Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall
present [us] with you.
"In verse 14, there is a great promise for the soul
winner. One of these days, the same Lord who raised His
Son from the grave is going to raise you up. When that
happens, He is also going to raise up those whom you
have led to the Lord. When you get to heaven, your
converts will be there with you. And then the Lord
Jesus is going to take all of us and bring us to the
throne and present us to the Father."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S. 1 - 2 Corinthians
Commentary (The Bible Believer's Commentary Series)
This verse is taken completely out of context,
ignoring the fact that the context is clearly talking
about the Rapture.
They then make the same mistake in Hebrews 12:1,
Hebrews 12:1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed
about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay
aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily
beset [us], and let us run with patience the race that
is set before us, →
'cloud of witnesses' - "The idea is figurative, as
though the witnesses overhead completely covered and
surrounded the saint who is about to run the race."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Hebrews Commentary (The
Bible Believer's Commentary Series)
→ lifting one phrase, “great cloud of witnesses”, out
of context, completely ignoring several clear
statements in the immediate context that make it clear
that no dead hero of faith is conscious in death.
The "cloud of witnesses" refers to the dead
faithful ancestors of Hebrews 11.
'cloud of witnesses' - the witnesses of faith: We don't
have any excuse not to live by faith. Because of the
great cloud of witnesses of Hebrews 11. They come out
of every kind of situation and every kind of background
possible, yet they all live by faith. Many had
different problems and troubles. Yet they all live by
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faith. If a Christian at the Judgment Seat of Christ
makes an excuse, the Lord will just go to a witness of
faith somewhere in the Bible and say that he had the
same situation and overcame.
Again, all the confusion is caused by the fact that
most modern Christians start with a different
assumption about death than Paul and his audience 2,000
years ago, and then pick certain verses and phrases and
ignore everything else in Scripture on the subject.
Paul and his audience back in Bible days started with
the assumption based on the Old Testament Scriptures
that death is unconscious, but modern Christians start
with the assumption they inherited from paganism that
death is conscious. Therefore, modern Christians lift
one or two isolated phrases out of context,
artificially superimpose their own incorrect starting
assumption, and jump to the conclusion that Paul is
talking about being with God consciously in death. In
doing this they are completely changing what Paul
actually meant and ignoring the rest of what Scripture
says about the subject including Paul’s own extremely
specific statements in other places in Scripture.
Philippians 1:21 For to me to live [is] Christ, and to
die [is] gain.
Philippians 1:22 But if I live in the flesh, this [is]
the fruit of my labour: yet what I shall choose I wot
not.
Philippians 1:23 For I am in a strait betwixt two,
having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which
is far better:
In Philippians 1:21-23
Philippians 1:21 For to me to live [is] Christ, and to
die [is] gain.
Philippians 1:22 But if I live in the flesh, this [is]
the fruit of my labour: yet what I shall choose I wot
not.
Philippians 1:23 For I am in a strait betwixt two,
having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which
is far better:
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Roughly, Paul is referring to the three stages of
the Christian’s experience: we experience Christ
spiritually in this first earthly life (along with
sometimes tough physical circumstances), we experience
nothing in death, which if your earthly circumstances
are tough right before you die, would be relief, just
as sleep is relief from pain, and then we’ll get to be
with Christ physically at the Rapture. Simple. This
lines up perfectly with everything else the Bible and
Paul himself teach about death. On the other hand, any
interpretation that would artificially superimpose the
idea of “hanging out in heaven enjoying our reward and
experiencing immortality consciously immediately at
death, long before the Rapture” into any of these
passages without warrant, would make Paul contradict
himself and the entire testimony of Scripture about
what happens at death.
Because these two statements by Paul about death
that can seem confusing to modern Christians (2nd
Corinthians 5:2-10 and Philippians 1:21-23) are a bit
vague in some ways and are not explicit about some of
the details of the timing, whether a person goes to God
consciously or unconsciously at death, etc., these
details must be assumed. We must look at context of the
statements Paul makes, the rest of Paul’s words in
Scripture about death, and the rest of the testimony of
Scripture to fill in the blanks and fully understand
what he means. The key to correctly understanding these
two statements of Paul’s is to assume he agrees with
the rest of his own statements and rest of the
testimony of Scripture (death is unconscious, the
spirit goes to God unconsciously at death, and
Christians will only consciously be with the Lord and
receive their reward at the Rapture) and to look
carefully at the context of these statements (2 Cor.
5:6-10 is about the Rapture, for example) rather than
making the mistake many modern Christians make, which
is to assume he contradicts the rest of his own
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statements and the testimony of Scripture and agrees
with a pagan inherited “conscious death” mindset.
The Bible never speaks of death as a friend. (The
closest thing would be Paul’s statement that death
would be “gain” for him because it would mean escape
from very difficult physical circumstances.) The Bible
always speaks of death as an enemy, to both the
believer and the unbeliever.
1Corinthians 15:26 The last enemy [that] shall be
destroyed [is] death.
(See for example 1 Cor. 15:25-26, 32, 14, 17-18, 1
Thess. 4:13-14, etc.)
When we think the way Godly people in Bible days
did about terminology such as “the kingdom” and “being
with God in heaven at death”, it is not difficult to
see how Jesus’ statements on the Cross match up
perfectly with Solomon’s straightforward description of
what happens at death in Ecclesiastes 12:7, 9:5, 9:10
and David’s straightforward description of what happens
at death in Psalm 31:5, 6:5, 115:17, and 146:4, along
with all Paul’s statements about death, Daniel 12:13,
John 3:13, etc. Jesus became unconscious when He died,
just like every other human being who ever lived and
His spirit (along with the spirit of the thief) went to
God unconsciously. As if it were not enough that the
Scriptural statements all match up with each other
perfectly, Jesus quoted the prophet David word for word
when He said the moment before His death, “Father, into
Your hands I commit my spirit.” (See Luke 23:46 and
Psalm 31:5.) This confirms that Jesus understood
David’s statements about death and agreed with them.
Luke 23:46 And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice,
he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit:
and having said thus, he gave up the ghost.
In Luke 23:46 Jesus quoted David about what happens
to the spirit at death, and in Acts 2:7 Peter quoted
David about what happened to Jesus’ soul/consciousness
at death. Solomon’s statements about death match up
perfectly with David’s, and with the New Testament
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account of what happened to Jesus at death in which
David was directly quoted word for word, twice. The
evidence is solid; it cannot get any clearer that Jesus
and every single passage in the Bible about death fully
agree with and are perfectly explained by David and
Solomon’s statements about death.
1Peter 3:19 By which also he went and preached unto
the spirits in prison;
Let’s review 1 Peter 3:19 just to be clear here.
Some people say, “Doesn’t the Bible say Jesus preached
to people in hell while He was dead?” No, the Bible
doesn’t say that. 1 Peter 3:18-20 says that after His
resurrection (after He was “made alive in/by the
Spirit”– the reference to His resurrection a few
sentences later in the passage makes it extremely clear
that this is another way of talking about His
resurrection, and this Greek word “made alive” is the
same word used in 1 Corinthians 15:20-28 to talk about
His resurrection), He went and preached to “the spirits
in prison”. What spirits, in what prison? “Conscious
death supporting” modern Christians often simply assume
these spirits are human spirits, because they don’t
bother to read the context, and they don’t understand
that in the rest of Scripture, a human spirit is not
conscious without a body, and that only when they are
united is a soul (consciousness) produced. Let’s
determine what these spirits referred to in 1 Peter
3:18-20 are, and what prison they’re in, from Scripture
itself, not from pagan-influenced imaginations.
1Peter 3:18 For Christ also hath once suffered for
sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us
to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened
by the Spirit:
1Peter 3:19 By which also he went and preached unto
the spirits in prison;
1Peter 3:20 Which sometime were disobedient, when once
the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah,
while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is,
eight souls were saved by water.
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The places where it talks about this happening
(spirits in prison) talks about the time of Noah and
before the flood. Who are referred to by spirits? Some
say these “spirits in prison” are fallen angels. The
source of the problem in Noah’s days was fallen angels.
However, 2 Peter 2:4 says that “God did not spare
angels when they sinned, but sent them to 'Tartarus',
putting them into gloomy dungeons to be held for
judgment.”
2Peter 2:4 For if God spared not the angels that
sinned, but cast [them] down to hell* and delivered
[them] into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto
judgment;

*Tartarus - In Greek mythology, Tartarus (/tɑːrtərəs/;
Ancient Greek: Τ ταρος, Tártaros) is the deep abyss
that is used as a dungeon of torment and suffering for
the wicked and as the prison for the Titans.
The Bible teaches that these fallen angels “disobeyed” during the time of
Noah. in the days of Noah.' Angels are said to be spirits in

Hebrews 1:7 And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his
angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire.
Hebrews 9:27 And as it is appointed unto men once to
die, but after this the judgment:
So they were that wicked race which lived in the
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days of Noah. There is no allusion in this passage to
any other; there is no intimation that to any others of
those angels” in prison” the message here referred to
been delivered.
Review: Death in the Bible is referred to as sleep
The Bible, including Jesus, Paul, and others
(including an angel of the Lord in Daniel 12:2)
repeatedly refers to death as “sleep”. Sleep is a
period when people lose consciousness. Hence death,
like sleep, is a time of unconsciousness . When you’re
sleeping you’re unconscious. You “know nothing”. There
is no mention whatsoever of a person’s thoughts
continuing to live on in some eternal hell. This is
obviously because a dead person is no longer conscious
of anything. If the afterlife consists of conscious
existence then why don't we find those who had been
dead relating what they saw and heard? In both
Testaments there are examples of people who were
brought back to life, yet none of them gave any
explanation of what it was like in the next world.
Since none of these persons could give an explanation,
they were unconscious and could not relate anything.
Lazarus, or some of the other people who were
resuscitated, did not ever talk about their experiences.
All we know is that there experience was not recorded.
This does not mean they had nothing to talk about.
God is the God of the living
Note that Jesus made it clear that God was the God
of the living. In speaking of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
He said
Luke 20:38 For he is not a God of the dead, but of the
living: for all live unto him.
These are passages in Scripture which say the
dead know nothing:
Ecclesiastes 9:6 Also their love, and their hatred,
and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any
more a portion for ever in any [thing] that is done
under the sun.
Isaiah 26:14 [They are] dead, they shall not live;
[they are] deceased, they shall not rise: therefore
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hast thou visited and destroyed them, and made all
their memory to perish.
Psalms 115:17 The dead praise not the LORD, neither
any that go down into silence.
Psalms 6:5 For in death [there is] no remembrance of
thee: in the grave who shall give thee thanks?
These verses directly contradict the popular notion
that dead people are conscious. If dead Christians are
conscious and praising God in heaven and dead nonChristians are conscious and screaming in agony in hell,
then all the Scriptures are lies. According to the
Scriptures, dead people do not praise God – they do not
even remember Him. That is because the day a man dies,
his thoughts die too. He becomes unconscious. The
reason dead people are silent, the reason they do not
plan anything or know anything or do anything, is
because they are unconscious. The Scriptures cannot be
any clearer about this.
An important rule of Bible interpretation is that
when studying any doctrinal issue in Scripture we must
let the most straightforward statements interpret any
statement or passage that may not be as clear in and of
itself. But the clearest, most straightforward
statements in Scripture about what happens at death,
including the plain verses shown above quoted as well
as repeated references by Jesus, Paul, and an angel to
death as sleep, are completely ignored by some
Christians. Instead of looking at the overall testimony
of Scripture and the clearest statements in Scripture
on the subject of death, Christians, without studying
other Bible passages carefully to ascertain what was
truly said, read a pagan-originated idea (conscious
death) into those comments to make them mean something
Jesus and Paul didn’t mean at all. Jesus and Paul would
never contradict their own statements, nor would they
contradict the rest of the Bible.
In actuality, not a single statement or passage in
Scripture can be used as proof that people remain
conscious when they die. Every single statement and
passage in Scripture about death matches up perfectly
1792

with Solomon and David’s straightforward statements
about death. There exists many passages that 'seem' to
speak of conscious death, but demonstrate that upon
careful examination it is clear that they do not speak
of conscious death at all, but rather match up
perfectly with what Solomon and David said about death
– that it is unconscious. Some people try to casually
dismiss Solomon and David’s straightforward statements
about unconscious death, saying that Solomon and David
did not really know what they were talking about and
that due to Solomon having a poor understanding of
'things spiritual'. The New Testament clarifies what
Solomon and David said about death. Many claim that
Solomon and David only talked about what appears to
happen at death from the perspective of someone on
Earth, that they did not have full information about
death and the New Testament makes it clear that death
is conscious:
The New Testament quotes David twice in regards to
the specifics of what happened to Jesus’ soul and
spirit when He died (Lk. 23:46, Acts 2:27).
Acts 2:27 Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell,
neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see
corruption.
Luke 23:46 And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice,
he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit:
and having said thus, he gave up the ghost.
In Luke 23:46, it is actually Jesus Himself who, the
moment before He died, directly quoted David about
exactly what would happen to His spirit at death.
Psalms 31:5 Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou
hast redeemed me, O LORD God of truth.
Solomon’s statements about death match up
perfectly with David’s statements quoted concerning
Jesus’ death. Compare Luke 23:46 and Psalm 31:5 with
Ecclesiastes 12:7. Then compare Ecclesiastes 9:5 and 10
with Psalm 6:5, Psalm 115:17, Psalm 146:4, Psalm 16:10
and Acts 2:27. It all matches up perfectly. The New
Testament and Jesus Himself confirm David and Solomon’s
specific statements about exactly what happens to the
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spirit and the soul at death, by quoting David’s
specific statements. The New Testament does not correct
David regarding death, it quotes him thus validating
Solomon’s statements about death too, because they
match up perfectly with David’s.
Some try to cast aside Solomon’s statements about
death in Ecclesiastes, saying that the general
perspective of the book of Ecclesiastes is that of what
happens “under the sun” and therefore Solomon’s
statements about death in Ecclesiastes only refer to
what can be seen by humans living on Earth. If Solomon
believed in conscious death or if he did not know what
happens to a human at death, then why would he go into
such extensive detail about how dead people don’t know
anything and their love/hate perish in death? Why would
he bother to state that there is no
knowledge/wisdom/activity/planning in Sheol and go into
all sorts of detail about it, if he did not actually
know what happens in sheol, or if he believed that
there is knowledge and activity in Sheol? Why would he
lie about what he believed, or make very specific and
detailed statements from ignorance? The only possible
reason Solomon could have made the statements he made
about death is that he knew exactly what he was talking
about.
It is correct to state that the perspective of the
passage, and indeed the entire book of Ecclesiastes, is
observation of life “under the sun” and commentary
about it. But this does not mean that Solomon believed
in conscious death, or that he did not know what
happens at death. Consider it. If Solomon believed in
conscious death, why wouldn’t he say, “Whatever your
hand finds to do, do it with all your might, because in
the afterlife you will receive the reward for your
deeds during your life on Earth”?
Ecclesiastes 9:10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do,
do [it] with thy might; for [there is] no work, nor
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave,
whither thou goest.
But he didn’t say that. He said, “Whatever your hand
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finds to do, do it with all your might, because there
is no activity or planning or knowledge or wisdom in
sheol” and “the dead no longer have a reward.” In other
words, do and enjoy what you can now while you’re alive,
because when you’re dead you won’t be able to do or
enjoy anything. This matches up perfectly with the
apostle Paul’s description of dead heroes of faith who
“did not receive what was promised” and “will not be
made perfect apart from us (who are still alive)” and
submitted themselves to torture, etc. “in hopes of a
better resurrection” – not a better conscious death.
"When Paul speaks of the “PROMISE” (Acts 26:6), he does
give it as a resurrection (Acts 24:15), BUT THIS
“PROMISE” WAS NOT FOR A GLORIFIED BODY THAT A CHURCH
AGE SAINT GETS. It was a literal, physical resurrection
of dead Old Testament saints to inherit a PIECE OF
GROUND."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Hebrews Commentary (The
Bible Believer's Commentary Series)
(See Heb. 11:35-40.) If you read the entire book of
Ecclesiastes you will see that its general perspective,
its commentary about life “under the sun”, is that life
on Earth right now appears to have a lot of injustice
(sometimes evil people get good rewards while righteous
people don’t, etc. and thus life right now amounts to
“futility/meaninglessness”), but dead people can’t do
or enjoy anything, so enjoy your life while you can
(before you die) and keep in mind that eventually God
will judge everyone for their deeds(see Ecc. 11:9,
12:13-14).
How could Solomon have been inspired,
anointed, knowledgeable enough to know that eventually
God will judge everyone for their deeds, yet not know
what happens to a person at death? How could he have
been ignorant of what happens at death when he
prophetically predicted the same event Revelation
20:11-13 predicts, and spoke specifically of what
happens to the spirit at death in exactly the same
terms that David did in Psalm 31:5 and Jesus did in
Luke 23:46? No one dares to argue that Solomon didn’t
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know what he was talking about concerning what happens
to a human being’s spirit at death, so how can we argue
that he didn’t know what happens to a human being’s
soul/consciousness at death? This whole idea that
Solomon, the author of large portions of Scripture,
didn’t know what he was talking about concerning what
happens to a human being at death, is absurd.
Especially when you consider that he made several very
specific statements about what happens at death and
about the future judgment of humanity that are
confirmed by David and the New Testament. The “under
the sun” perspective of the book of Ecclesiastes by
itself does not prove or disprove anything whatsoever
about what Solomon believed concerning death. All of
Solomon’s comments about life “under the sun” make
perfect sense when one assumes he meant exactly what he
said about death (that death is unconscious, dead
people do not know anything and are unable to enjoy
anything) and when one assumes that when he talks about
God judging the deeds of men in the future, he is
referring to the white throne judgment (of resurrected
people), not conscious death. (Even people who believe
in conscious death must admit that Scripture speaks
only of the future judgment and reward as occurring
after the resurrection of people to life, not during
death – see Rev. 20:5, 11-13 and Hebrews 11:35-40,
which highlights a couple of the blatant logical
problems with the idea of conscious death.
The fact that Ecclesiastes contains commentary
about life right now “under the sun”, does not in any
way prove that Solomon didn’t mean exactly what he said
about death. And in fact there are many statements in
Ecclesiastes that would make no sense whatsoever or
would be outright lies if Solomon believed in conscious
death, and there are many statements that Solomon would
have no reason to make if he did not know exactly what
happens to a human soul and spirit at death. (For
example, why would Solomon dare or bother to say what
he says in Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10, and 12:7, if he did
not know these statements to be true, or if he believed
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the opposite? When reading Ecclesiastes 12:7, keep in
mind that the Hebrew word for “breath” is the same as
the word for “spirit”, and keep in mind that David’s
statement in Psalm 31:5 perfectly corroborates
Ecclesiastes 12:7 and was quoted by Jesus about what
would happen to His spirit the moment He died. When
reading Ecclesiastes 9:5 and 10, keep in mind that
David’s statements in Psalm 6:5, Psalm 115:17, Psalm
146:4, and Psalm 16:10 perfectly corroborate it and the
New Testament quotes David regarding this in Acts 2:27).
People who claim that “the under the sun
perspective of Ecclesiastes proves that Solomon did not
mean exactly what he said about death” have no logical
or Scriptural leg to stand on. As we’ve already seen,
it would be ridiculous to claim that Solomon doesn’t
mean exactly what he says about death, because David,
in the Psalms, confirms Solomon’s specific statements
about death in Ecclesiastes, and the New Testament
confirms David’s statements about death by quoting him
twice in regards to Jesus’ own death. David solidly
confirmed what Solomon said about death, and the New
Testament quotes David about this subject, so if
Solomon was giving “limited” or “incorrect” or
“ignorant” statements about death in Ecclesiastes that
later needed to be corrected and/or expanded upon, why
do David, Jesus Himself, and the apostle Peter confirm
exactly what Solomon said in Ecclesiastes about what
happens to the soul and spirit at death? Everything
Jesus and the apostle Paul said about death matches up
perfectly with what David, Solomon, Jesus, and Peter
said about death, when you compare the unclear
statements with Scripture itself rather than with pagan
ideas inherited from the Middle Ages.
It is not enough to simply cry “progressive
revelation” and “the scope of Ecclesiastes is limited”
and then carelessly discard Solomon’s statements about
death. Because David, Peter, and Christ Himself clearly
confirm Solomon’s statements about death in
Ecclesiastes (see Ecc. 9:5, 10, Ps. 6:5, Ps. 115:17, Ps.
146:4, Ps. 16:10, Acts 2:27, Ecc. 12:7, Ps. 31:5, Luke
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23:46), we would have to have solid proof elsewhere in
Scripture that death is conscious in order to discard
Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10, and 12:7 as “incomplete” or “in
need of correction/clarification”. Needless to say,
there is no Scriptural proof that Solomon’s statements
about death should be discarded. (If we were able to
find any, we’d have the impossible problem of
explaining why David and Peter and Jesus Himself
confirm Solomon’s specific statements about what
happens to the human soul and the human spirit at
death.) The Bible does not contradict itself in this
matter or show us any type of “progressive revelation”
about what happens at death, but rather confirms David
and Solomon’s statements about death over and over
again."
There is no mention of the creation or purpose of
'hell' in the Bible either. Nor is there any verse in
the entire Bible that ever announced that the penalty
(wages) for sin had changed from death to eternal
torment in a place called 'hell'. Why would God clearly
announce the penalty for sin being death, but fail to
mention the far more serious penalty of conscious
eternal torment in hell? The basic answer is, as we
have proven, the word 'hell' does not exist in the
Bible. The deeper reasoning is that God is a God of
justice and the punishment must fit the crime, ie ' An
eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth'. Unbelievers do
not possess an immortal soul (even believers possess
nothing immortal until the Second Coming) that they
(unbelievers) can be tortured eternally in a pagan,
mythological 'hell' and the Bible clearly states that
the wages of sin is death, not eternal torment.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
3) God will justly, but mercifully utterly destroy (but
not annihilate) rebellious people who reject Him and
choose sin, not subject them to never-ending existence
in conscious agony. Death without any hope of
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resurrection (the 'second death'), not eternal torture,
is scripturally God's eternal punishment for the wicked.
They simply 'perish'. Webster's 1828 dictionary defines
'perish' as 'To be destroyed; to come to nothing.'
'Destroy' is a word of finality. It’s not a word of
perpetual torment. The word destruction is meaningless
if there is not a point where the destruction is
complete. In other words, you can't keep on destroying
something for all eternity. It's a contradiction in
terms. The souls (self) of unbelievers (lost people)
will all be destroyed in God's judgments in God's own
time.
Supporters of eternal torment place such a low
value on life that death is not sufficient punishment
for them. But for God, death is the worst judgment of
all, because He holds life as precious.
Jeremiah 1:5 Before I formed thee in the belly I knew
thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I
sanctified thee, [and] I ordained thee a prophet unto
the nations.
Human life is sacred to God. He alone is the
Creator of all things including human life. Scripture
even says that we are created in the image of God.
Genesis 1:26 And God said, Let us make man in our
image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air,
and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.
Supporters of eternal torment do not believe life is
precious enough to believe that removal of life is a
sufficient punishment.
Review: Destruction Is Not Annihilation
The passages used to teach annihilation do no such
thing. Perishing speaks of physical death, not
annihilation. The destruction of the unbeliever means
to be sent away from the life of the Lord. The passages
appealed to teach annihilation do no such thing. Perish
speaks of physical death, not annihilation. The
destruction of the unbeliever means to be sent away
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from the life of the Lord.
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory
of his power;

◄ 3639. olethros ►
Strong's Concordance
olethros: destruction, death
Original Word: ὄλεθρος, ου, ὁ
Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine
Transliteration: olethros
Phonetic Spelling: (ol'-eth-ros)
Definition: destruction, death
Usage: ruin, doom, destruction, death.
HELPS Word-studies
3639 ólethros (from ollymi/"destroy") – properly, ruination with its full, destructive results (LS).
3639 /ólethros ("ruination") however does not imply "extinction" (annihilation). Rather it
emphasizes the consequent loss that goes with the complete "undoing."

The Greek word ὄλεθρος, olethros occurs four times
in the New Testament. It refers to the destruction of a
person's physical body (1 Cor. 5:5), unspecified
destruction (1 Thess. 5:3), eternal destruction (2
Thess. 1:9), and ruin or spiritual death (1 Tim. 6:9).
Of the verses mentioned, only 2 Thess. 1:9 and 1
Timothy 6:9 only seemingly relate to the possible
nonexistence of people.
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Greek word: ὄλεθρος, olethros
Meaning: destroy, kill, ruin
Strong's #: G3639
Frequency: 4 occurrences in 4 verses.

Olethros means “corruption,” especially “death,” or
“that which brings corruption.” It is quite common in
the Greek Old Testament (LXX); the prophets often use
it to describe eschatological “destruction” (Jer 48:3).
The sense is clearly eschatological in two New
Testament instances: In 1 Thess 5:3, at the time of the
day of the Lord, destruction will come upon those in
darkness. In 2 Thess 1:9, eternal destruction will come
on those who reject the gospel when Christ is revealed
from heaven. In 1 Tim 6:9, the conscience of those who
seek wealth is seared and they are thus in danger of
falling into temptations that will plunge them into
utter ruin. The point is rather different in 1 Cor 5:5,
where Paul seems to be saying that physical destruction
(i.e., discipline or death) will follow when the
incestuous man in the Corinthian church is delivered
over to Satan.
Summary of the meaning of the Greek word olethros,
destroy, in all verses where it occurs in the New
Testament.
1. Physical death, 1 occurrence
1. 1 Cor. 5:5, destruction of a person's flash
2. Spiritual death, 1 occurrence
1. 1 Tim. 6:9, men are plunged into ruin and destruction
3. Unspecified, 2 occurrences
1. 1 Thess. 5:3, destruction will come upon them
2. 2 Thess. 1:9, these will pay the penalty of eternal destruction

Dictionaries and Lexicons consulted:
•

"ὄλεθρος ólethros; gen. oléthrou, masc. noun, from óllumi (n.f.), to destroy, kill. Ruin,
destruction. Used of divine punishment (1 Cor. 5:5; 1 Thess. 5:3; 2 Thess. 1:9; 1 Tim. 6:9;
Sept.: Prov. 21:7). The verb óllumi (n.f.) does not occur, but its derivative, apóllumi
(622), to destroy, does. Deriv.: olothreúō (3645), to destroy. Syn.: phthorá (5356),
corruption; diaphthorá (1312), complete destruction; apṓleia (684), perdition."
o Zodhiates, Spiros. The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament.
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•

•

Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2000
"ὄλεθροςa, ου m: a state of utter ruin or destruction—‘ruin, destruction.’ αἵτινες
βυθίζουσιν τοὺς ἀνθρώπους εἰς ὄλεθρον ‘which cause people to sink into ruin’ or ‘which
ruin people’ 1 Tm 6:9."
o Louw, Johannes P., and Eugene Albert Nida. Greek-English Lexicon of the New
Testament: Based on Semantic Domains. New York: United Bible Societies, 1996.
"ὀλέθριος, ὄλεθρος [olethros /ol·eth·ros/] n m. From a primary ollumi (to destroy, a
prolonged form); TDNT 5:168; TDNTA 681; GK 3896 and 3897; Four occurrences; AV
translates as “destruction” four times. 1 ruin, destroy, death. 1A for the destruction of the
flesh, said of the external ills and troubles by which the lusts of the flesh are subdued and
destroyed."
o Strong, James. Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon. Woodside Bible Fellowship, 1995.

NAS Word Usage - Total: 181
annihilate 2, annihilated 1, been lost 1, broken 1, corrupts 1, destroy 33, destroyed 15, destroying 2,
destroys 2, destruction 2, dying 2, fail 1, fails 1, give up as lost 1, lacking 1, lost 12, make vanish 1,
makes to perish 1, no 2, obliterate 1, perish 61, perished 16, perishes 7, perishing 2, ruined 4, surely
perish 3, take 1, utterly destroy 1, wandering 1, wastes 1, wiped

Though it is true that the word perish is used frequently in the Gospels to refer to
physical death or destruction (approximately thirty-six out of the sixty-six occurrences), it means
far more than that here in this passage. We know that to be the case because the word “perish” is
placed in antithesis to “eternal life” in verse 16, “saved” in verse 17, and “not condemned” in
verse 18. The destruction from which believers are spared in John 3:16 is, therefore, not physical
death or even some kind of annihilation but the eternal destruction that results from being
“condemned” because of sin and rebellion. All who reject Christ and persist in their unbelief will
receive not eternal life but eternal destruction. The “wrath of God” will “remain” on them
forever (v. 36).
This understanding of the word perish is in keeping with Jesus’ teaching about 'hell'*
* The word 'hell' is NOT on the King James Bible (See section 1b), thus Jesus never taught
abouthell. The primary message Jesus preached was about the coming Kingdom.
. In Matthew 25:31–46, for example, Jesus sets the “eternal life” that is reserved for “the
righteous” over against the “eternal fire” (v. 41) and the “eternal punishment” (v. 46) that is
reserved for everyone else (referred to as both “goats” who do not follow the shepherd and as
“cursed”). Those who do not receive eternal life do not simply die or cease to exist. They
experience an eternity of “destruction” or “punishment” that manifests itself in “unquenchable
fire” (Matt. 18:8; Mark 9:43, 48; Luke 3:17) or in the “fiery furnace” in which “there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matt. 13:42, 50). This is what it means to perish. It is an eternity
of getting what our sins and our rejection of Jesus Christ deserve.
And this is precisely why John 3:16 is so encouraging for the Christian. It holds out to us
the promise that “whoever believes” in Jesus Christ will not perish. Although our sins and our
rebellion clearly deserve an eternity of destruction, that is not what we will receive from God. He
will be merciful. He will spare us from destruction. He will not give us what we deserve. Jesus
has ensured that. Thanks be to God for His inexpressible gift (2 Cor. 9:15). But John 3:16 also
stands as a warning that there are only two types of people in the world: those who are perishing
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and those who believe in the Son and are thus spared from perishing; those who “remain” under
God’s wrath for eternity and those who believe and receive eternal life instead (John 3:36). Each
person’s response to Jesus determines which of the two categories he or she is in. Those who
respond to Him in faith and obedience (which is the fruit and, thus, the proof of genuine faith)
will not perish but will have eternal life. Those who do not respond in faith and obedience will
not be shown mercy. The wrath of God will remain on them for eternity.
The good news of John 3:16 is that, though we were all at one time numbered among the
perishing, now, through faith in Christ alone, that is no longer the case. We have been shown
mercy. And for that reason, we will not perish.

Word study on perish, abad
by Matt Slick
10/11/2018
"The Hebrew word ד
אָב,ʾābad
ַ
occurs 184 times in the Old
Testament. It is translated into English, using the
NASB, into such words as annihilate, destroy,
destruction, lost, perish, ruin, vanished,
etc. Context always determines the meaning.
Below is a table representing the verses where the word
is used as they relate to people. I did not cite every
listing since 184 would be too many, particularly when
many of the contexts don't deal with people.
Here is a brief summary of what I found in my analysis.
1. Destroyed yet still there
1. Ezek. 28:16, Coveting cherub (Satan) destroyed, yet he still exists
2. Destruction of...
1. Harvest, Joel 1:11
2. Hopes, Job 8:13; Psalm 9:18; Proverbs 11:7
3. Households, 2 Kings 9:8; Esther 4:14
4. Idols, 2 Kings 19:18; Is. 37:19; Ezek. 30:13
5. Names, Deut. 7:24; Psalm. 41:5
6. Nations, Deut. 8:20; Ps. 10:16; Is. 60:12; Jer. 12:17; Job 12:23
7. Objects, Numb. 33:52
8. Places, Deut. 12:2
3. Physical death, approximately 69 references
4. Physical/spiritual death, approximately 17 references

In none of the verses we examined, does the destruction
of people mean that they don't exist in the afterlife
or as a final judgment. Though annihilationists
frequently insert that particular meaning into many
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verses, to do so is not justified. So much of what is
said in these verses is from the perspective of people
on earth, looking at how the wicked have perished and
are no longer with them. It doesn't mean they cease to
be in the afterlife. So, the condition lists must be
careful not to read into the texts what is not there
and assume that the words perish and destroy
automatically mean the person ceases to exist after
death and in the final judgment. This mistake is far
too common and unwarranted."
•
•
•

Hebrew word: אָ ַבד,ʾābad
Meaning: perish, destroy, ruin
Strong's #: H6
Frequency: 184 occurrences

VARIOUS OCCURRENCES OF THE WORD אָ ַבד,ʾābad IN THE O.T. AS THEY
RELATED TO PEOPLE
Address
Verse
Meaning
Pharaoh’s servants said to him, “How long will this man be a
Ex.
Nation destroyed
snare to us? Let the men go, that they may serve the LORD their
10:7
yet still there
God. Do you not realize that Egypt is destroyed?”
Lev.
“As for any person who does any work on this same day, that
Physical death
23:30
person I will destroy from among his people.
Num.

So they and all that belonged to them went down alive to Sheol;

16:33

and the earth closed over them, and they perished from the midst
of the assembly.
“One from Jacob shall have dominion, And will destroy the
remnant from the city.”
then you shall drive out all the inhabitants of the land from before
you, and destroy all their figured stones, and destroy all their
molten images and demolish all their high places;
but repays those who hate Him to their faces, to destroy them; He
will not delay with him who hates Him, He will repay him to his
face.
“Know therefore today that it is the LORD your God who is
crossing over before you as a consuming fire. He will destroy
them and He will subdue them before you, so that you may drive
them out and destroy them quickly, just as the LORD has spoken
to you.

Num.
24:19
Num.
33:52
Deut.
7:10

Deut.
9:3
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Physical death

Physical death
Destroy objects

Physical death

Physical death

Deut.
11:4
Deut.
12:2
Deut.
4:26
Deut.
7:20
Deut.
7:24
Deut.
8:19
Deut.
8:19
Deut.
8:20
Deut.
8:20
Deut.
11:17

Deut.
28:20

Deut.
28:22

Deut.
28:51

and what He did to Egypt’s army, to its horses and its chariots,
when He made the water of the Red Sea to engulf them while they
were pursuing you, and the LORD completely destroyed them;
“You shall utterly destroy all the places where the nations whom
you shall dispossess serve their gods, on the high mountains and
on the hills and under every green tree.
I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that you will
surely perish quickly from the land where you are going over the
Jordan to possess it. You shall not live long on it, but will be
utterly destroyed.
“Moreover, the LORD your God will send the hornet against
them, until those who are left and hide themselves from you
perish.
“He will deliver their kings into your hand so that you will make
their name perish from under heaven; no man will be able to stand
before you until you have destroyed them.
“It shall come about if you ever forget the LORD your God and
go after other gods and serve them and worship them, I testify
against you today that you will surely perish.
“It shall come about if you ever forget the LORD your God and
go after other gods and serve them and worship them, I testify
against you today that you will surely perish.
“Like the nations that the LORD makes to perish before you, so
you shall perish; because you would not listen to the voice of the
LORD your God.
“Like the nations that the LORD makes to perish before you, so
you shall perish; because you would not listen to the voice of the
LORD your God.
“Or the anger of the LORD will be kindled against you, and He
will shut up the heavens so that there will be no rain and the
ground will not yield its fruit; and you will perish quickly from the
good land which the LORD is giving you.
“The LORD will send upon you curses, confusion, and rebuke, in
all you undertake to do, until you are destroyed and until you
perish quickly, on account of the evil of your deeds, because you
have forsaken Me.
“The LORD will smite you with consumption and with fever and
with inflammation and with fiery heat and with the sword and
with blight and with mildew, and they will pursue you until you
perish.
“Moreover, it shall eat the offspring of your herd and the produce
of your ground until you are destroyed, who also leaves you no
grain, new wine, or oil, nor the increase of your herd or the young
of your flock until they have caused you to perish.
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Physical death

Destroy places

Physical death

Perish unspecified

name
Physical/spiritual
death
Physical/spiritual
death
Nation exists no
more
Nation exists no
more

Physical death

Physical death

Physical death

Physical death

Deut.
28:63
Deut.
30:18
Josh.
7:7

Josh.
23:13

Josh.
23:16

Judg
5:31
2 Sam.
1:27
2 Kings
9:8
2 Kings
10:19
2 Kings
11:1
2 Kings
13:7
2 Kings
24:2
2 Kings
19:18

“It shall come about that as the LORD delighted over you to
prosper you, and multiply you, so the LORD will delight over you
Physical death
to make you perish and destroy you; and you will be torn from the
land where you are entering to possess it.
I declare to you today that you shall surely perish. You will not
prolong your days in the land where you are crossing the Jordan to Physical death
enter and possess it.
Joshua said, “Alas, O Lord GOD, why did You ever bring this
people over the Jordan, only to deliver us into the hand of the
Physical death
Amorites, to destroy us? If only we had been willing to dwell
beyond the Jordan!
know with certainty that the LORD your God will not continue to
drive these nations out from before you; but they will be a snare
Physical death
and a trap to you, and a whip on your sides and thorns in your
eyes, until you perish from off this good land which the LORD
your God has given you.
“When you transgress the covenant of the LORD your God, which
He commanded you, and go and serve other gods and bow down
to them, then the anger of the LORD will burn against you, and
Physical death
you will perish quickly from off the good land which He has given
you.”
“Thus let all Your enemies perish, O LORD; But let those who
Physical/spiritual
love Him be like the rising of the sun in its might.” And the land
death
was undisturbed for forty years.
“How have the mighty fallen, And the weapons of war perished!” Weapons of war
‘For the whole house of Ahab shall perish, and I will cut off from
Ahab every male person both bond and free in Israel.
“Now, summon all the prophets of Baal, all his worshipers and all
his priests; let no one be missing, for I have a great sacrifice for
Baal; whoever is missing shall not live.” But Jehu did it in
cunning, so that he might destroy the worshipers of Baal.
When Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead,
she rose and destroyed all the royal offspring.
For he left to Jehoahaz of the army not more than fifty horsemen
and ten chariots and 10,000 footmen, for the king of Aram had
destroyed them and made them like the dust at threshing.
The LORD sent against him bands of Chaldeans, bands of
Arameans, bands of Moabites, and bands of Ammonites. So He
sent them against Judah to destroy it, according to the word of the
LORD which He had spoken through His servants the prophets.
and have cast their gods into the fire, for they were not gods but
the work of men’s hands, wood and stone. So they have destroyed
them.
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House of Ahab

Physical death

Physical death
Physical death

Destroy city

Destroy idols

For he rebuilt the high places which Hezekiah his father had
2 Kings destroyed; and he erected altars for Baal and made an Asherah, as Destroy high
21:3
places
Ahab king of Israel had done, and worshiped all the host of
heaven and served them.
“If it is pleasing to the king, let it be decreed that they be
Esther
destroyed, and I will pay ten thousand talents of silver into the
Physical death
3:9
hands of those who carry on the king’s business, to put into the
king’s treasuries.”
Letters were sent by couriers to all the king’s provinces to destroy,
to kill and to annihilate all the Jews, both young and old, women
Esther
and children, in one day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, Physical death
3:13
which is the month Adar, and to seize their possessions as
plunder.
Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, and the exact
Esther
amount of money that Haman had promised to pay to the king’s Physical death
4:7
treasuries for the destruction of the Jews.
“For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance will
Esther
arise for the Jews from another place and you and your father’s
House of your
4:14
house will perish. And who knows whether you have not attained father
royalty for such a time as this?”
“Go, assemble all the Jews who are found in Susa, and fast for
Esther
me; do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my
Physical death
4:16
maidens also will fast in the same way. And thus I will go in to the
king, which is not according to the law; and if I perish, I perish.”
Esther
for we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be
Physical death
7:4
killed and to be annihilated . Now if we had only been sold as
slaves, men and women, I would have remained silent, for the
trouble would not be commensurate with the annoyance to the
king.”
In them the king granted the Jews who were in each and every city
the right to assemble and to defend their lives, to destroy, to kill
Esther
and to annihilate the entire army of any people or province which Physical death
8:11
might attack them, including children and women, and to plunder
their spoil,
Then she said, “If it pleases the king and if I have found favor
before him and the matter seems proper to the king and I am
Esther
pleasing in his sight, let it be written to revoke the letters devised Physical death
8:5
by Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, which he wrote
to destroy the Jews who are in all the king’s provinces.
For Haman the son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the adversary of
Esther
all the Jews, had schemed against the Jews to destroy them and
Physical death
9:24
had cast Pur, that is the lot, to disturb them and destroy them.
Esther
At the citadel in Susa the Jews killed and destroyed five hundred
Physical death
9:6
men,
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Esther
9:12
Job
14:19
Job
3:3
Job
4:7
Job
4:9
Job
4:11
Job
4:20
Job
6:18
Job
8:13
Job
12:23
Job
18:17
Job
20:7
Job
29:13
Job
30:2
Job
31:19
Ps.
1:6
Ps.
2:12
Ps.
5:6
Ps.
9:3

The king said to Queen Esther, “The Jews have killed and
destroyed five hundred men and the ten sons of Haman at the
citadel in Susa. What then have they done in the rest of the king’s
provinces! Now what is your petition? It shall even be granted
you. And what is your further request? It shall also be done.”
Water wears away stones, Its torrents wash away the dust of the
earth; So You destroy man’s hope.
“Let the day perish on which I was to be born, And the night
which said, ‘A boy is conceived.’
“Remember now, who ever perished being innocent? Or where
were the upright destroyed?
“By the breath of God they perish, And by the blast of His anger
they come to an end.
“The lion perishes for lack of prey, And the whelps of the lioness
are scattered.
‘Between morning and evening they are broken in pieces;
Unobserved, they perish forever.
“The paths of their course wind along, They go up into nothing
and perish.
“So are the paths of all who forget God; And the hope of the
godless will perish,
“He makes the nations great, then destroys them; He enlarges the
nations, then leads them away.
“Memory of him perishes from the earth, And he has no name
abroad.
He perishes forever like his refuse; Those who have seen him will
say, ‘Where is he?’
“The blessing of the one ready to perish came upon me, And I
made the widow’s heart sing for joy.
“Indeed, what good was the strength of their hands to me? Vigor
had perished from them.
If I have seen anyone perish for lack of clothing, Or that the needy
had no covering,
For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, But the way of the
wicked will perish.
Do homage to the Son, that He not become angry, and you perish
in the way, For His wrath may soon be kindled. How blessed are
all who take refuge in Him!
You destroy those who speak falsehood; The LORD abhors the
man of bloodshed and deceit.
When my enemies turn back, They stumble and perish before
You.
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Physical death

Hopes destroyed
Day
Physical death
Physical death
Physical death
Physical/spiritual
death
Physical/spiritual
death
Hopes
Nations don't exist
Memory of
Physical/spiritual
death
Physical death
Vigor of
Physical death
Wicked way
Physical/spiritual
death
Physical/spiritual
death
Physical/spiritual
death

Ps.
9:5
Ps.
9:6
Ps.
9:18
Ps.
10:16
Ps.
21:10
Ps.
37:20
Ps.
41:5
Ps.
49:10
Ps.
68:2
Ps.
73:27
Ps.
80:16
Ps.
83:17
Ps.
92:9
Ps.
102:26
Ps.
112:10
Ps.
119:92
Ps.
119:95
Ps.
143:12
Ps.
146:4
Prov.
1:32

You have rebuked the nations, You have destroyed the wicked;
You have blotted out their name forever and ever.
The enemy has come to an end in perpetual ruins, And You have
uprooted the cities; The very memory of them has perished.
For the needy will not always be forgotten, Nor the hope of the
afflicted perish forever.
The LORD is King forever and ever; Nations have perished from
His land.
Their offspring You will destroy from the earth, And their
descendants from among the sons of men.
But the wicked will perish; And the enemies of the LORD will be
like the glory of the pastures, They vanish—like smoke they
vanish away.
My enemies speak evil against me, “When will he die, and his
name perish?”
For he sees that even wise men die; The stupid and the senseless
alike perish And leave their wealth to others.
As smoke is driven away, so drive them away; As wax melts
before the fire, So let the wicked perish before God.
For, behold, those who are far from You will perish; You have
destroyed all those who are unfaithful to You.
It is burned with fire, it is cut down; They perish at the rebuke of
Your countenance.
Let them be ashamed and dismayed forever, And let them be
humiliated and perish,
For, behold, Your enemies, O LORD, For, behold, Your enemies
will perish; All who do iniquity will be scattered.
“Even they will perish, but You endure; And all of them will wear
out like a garment; Like clothing You will change them and they
will be changed.
The wicked will see it and be vexed, He will gnash his teeth and
melt away; The desire of the wicked will perish.
If Your law had not been my delight, Then I would have perished
in my affliction.
The wicked wait for me to destroy me; I shall diligently consider
Your testimonies.
And in Your lovingkindness, cut off my enemies And destroy all
those who afflict my soul, For I am Your servant.
His spirit departs, he returns to the earth; In that very day his
thoughts perish.
“For the waywardness of the naive will kill them, And the
complacency of fools will destroy them.
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Physical/spiritual
death
Memory of
Hopes
Nation exists no
more
Physical death
Physical/spiritual
death
Name
Physical death
Physical/spiritual
death
Physical death
Vines
Physical/spiritual
death
Physical death
Heaven & Earth
will perish
Wicked way
Physical death
Physical death
Physical death
Thoughts
Ruin

Prov.
10:28
Prov.
11:7
Prov.
11:10
Prov.
19:9
Prov.
21:28
Prov.
28:28
Prov.
31:6
Ecc.
7:15
Ecc.
9:6
Ecc.
9:18
Is.
26:14
Is.
27:13

Is.
29:14
Is.
37:19
Is.
41:11
Is.
57:1

The hope of the righteous is gladness, But the expectation of the
wicked perishes.
When a wicked man dies, his expectation will perish, And the
hope of strong men perishes.
When it goes well with the righteous, the city rejoices, And when
the wicked perish, there is joyful shouting.
A false witness will not go unpunished, And he who tells lies will
perish.
A false witness will perish, But the man who listens to the truth
will speak forever.
When the wicked rise, men hide themselves; But when they
perish, the righteous increase.
Give strong drink to him who is perishing, And wine to him
whose life is bitter.
I have seen everything during my lifetime of futility; there is a
righteous man who perishes in his righteousness and there is a
wicked man who prolongs his life in his wickedness.
Indeed their love, their hate and their zeal have already perished,
and they will no longer have a share in all that is done under the
sun.
Wisdom is better than weapons of war, but one sinner destroys
much good.
The dead will not live, the departed spirits will not rise; Therefore
You have punished and destroyed them, And You have wiped out
all remembrance of them.
It will come about also in that day that a great trumpet will be
blown, and those who were perishing in the land of Assyria and
who were scattered in the land of Egypt will come and worship
the LORD in the holy mountain at Jerusalem.
Therefore behold, I will once again deal marvelously with this
people, wondrously marvelous; And the wisdom of their wise men
will perish, And the discernment of their discerning men will be
concealed.”
and have cast their gods into the fire, for they were not gods but
the work of men’s hands, wood and stone. So they have destroyed
them.
“Behold, all those who are angered at you will be shamed and
dishonored; Those who contend with you will be as nothing and
will perish.
The righteous man perishes, and no man takes it to heart; And
devout men are taken away, while no one understands. For the
righteous man is taken away from evil,
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Wicked way
Hopes
Physical death
Physical/spiritual
death
Physical/spiritual
death
Physical death
Physical death
Physical death

Wicked way
Destruction of
good
Destroy memories
of

Physical death

Physical death

Destroy idols

Physical death

Physical death

Is.
60:12
Jer.
1:10
Jer.
6:21
Jer.
7:28
Jer.
10:15
Jer.
12:17
Jer.
15:7
Jer.
18:7
Jer.
23:1
Jer.
25:35
Jer.
27:10
Jer.
27:15
Jer.
31:28

Jer.
40:15

Jer.
46:8
Jer.
48:46

“For the nation and the kingdom which will not serve you will
perish, And the nations will be utterly ruined.
“See, I have appointed you this day over the nations and over the
kingdoms, To pluck up and to break down, To destroy and to
overthrow, To build and to plant.”
Therefore, thus says the LORD, “Behold, I am laying stumbling
blocks before this people. And they will stumble against them,
Fathers and sons together; Neighbor and friend will perish.”
“You shall say to them, ‘This is the nation that did not obey the
voice of the LORD their God or accept correction; truth has
perished and has been cut off from their mouth.
They are worthless, a work of mockery; In the time of their
punishment they will perish.
“But if they will not listen, then I will uproot that nation, uproot
and destroy it,” declares the LORD.
“I will winnow them with a winnowing fork At the gates of the
land; I will bereave them of children, I will destroy My people;
They did not repent of their ways.
“At one moment I might speak concerning a nation or concerning
a kingdom to uproot, to pull down, or to destroy it;
“Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the
sheep of My pasture!” declares the LORD.
“Flight will perish from the shepherds, And escape from the
masters of the flock.
“For they prophesy a lie to you in order to remove you far from
your land; and I will drive you out and you will perish.
for I have not sent them,” declares the LORD, “but they prophesy
falsely in My name, in order that I may drive you out and that you
may perish, you and the prophets who prophesy to you.”
“As I have watched over them to pluck up, to break down, to
overthrow, to destroy and to bring disaster, so I will watch over
them to build and to plant,” declares the LORD.
Then Johanan the son of Kareah spoke secretly to Gedaliah in
Mizpah, saying, “Let me go and kill Ishmael the son of Nethaniah,
and not a man will know! Why should he take your life, so that all
the Jews who are gathered to you would be scattered and the
remnant of Judah would perish?”
Egypt rises like the Nile, Even like the rivers whose waters surge
about; And He has said, “I will rise and cover that land; I will
surely destroy the city and its inhabitants.”
“Woe to you, Moab! The people of Chemosh have perished; For
your sons have been taken away captive And your daughters into
captivity.
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Jer.
49:38
Jer.
51:18
Jer.
51:55
Lam
2:9
Lam.
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‘Then I will set My throne in Elam And destroy out of it king and
Physical death
princes,’ Declares the LORD.
They are worthless, a work of mockery; In the time of their
Physical/spiritual
punishment they will perish.
death
For the LORD is going to destroy Babylon, And He will make her
loud noise vanish from her. And their waves will roar like many Babylon vanishes
waters; The tumult of their voices sounds forth.
Her gates have sunk into the ground, He has destroyed and broken
Physical
her bars. Her king and her princes are among the nations; The law
destruction
is no more. Also, her prophets find No vision from the LORD.
So I say, “My strength has perished, And so has my hope from the
Strength
LORD.”
and say, ‘Mountains of Israel, listen to the word of the Lord GOD!
Thus says the Lord GOD to the mountains, the hills, the ravines Physical
and the valleys: “Behold, I Myself am going to bring a sword on destruction
you, and I will destroy your high places.
“Her princes within her are like wolves tearing the prey, by
Ruin
shedding blood and destroying lives in order to get dishonest gain.
therefore, behold, I have stretched out My hand against you and I
will give you for spoil to the nations. And I will cut you off from
Physical death
the peoples and make you perish from the lands; I will destroy
you. Thus you will know that I am the LORD.”
therefore thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, I will stretch out My
hand against the Philistines, even cut off the Cherethites and
Physical death
destroy the remnant of the seacoast.
“They will take up a lamentation over you and say to you, ‘How
you have perished, O inhabited one, From the seas, O renowned Nation exists no
city, Which was mighty on the sea, She and her inhabitants, Who more
imposed her terror On all her inhabitants!
“By the abundance of your trade You were internally filled with
violence, And you sinned; Therefore I have cast you as profane
Destroyed yet still
From the mountain of God. And I have destroyed you, O covering there
cherub, From the midst of the stones of fire.
‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “I will also destroy the idols And make
the images cease from Memphis. And there will no longer be a
Destroy idols
prince in the land of Egypt; And I will put fear in the land of
Egypt.
“I will also destroy all its cattle from beside many waters; And the
foot of man will not muddy them anymore And the hoofs of beasts Destroy cattle
will not muddy them.
Then He said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole
house of Israel; behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our Hopes
hope has perished. We are completely cut off.’
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Be ashamed, O farmers, Wail, O vinedressers, For the wheat and
the barley; Because the harvest of the field is destroyed .
“I will also cut off the inhabitant from Ashdod, And him who
holds the scepter, from Ashkelon; I will even unleash My power
upon Ekron, And the remnant of the Philistines will perish,” Says
the Lord GOD.
“Flight will perish from the swift, And the stalwart will not
strengthen his power, Nor the mighty man save his life.
“I will also smite the winter house together with the summer
house; The houses of ivory will also perish And the great houses
will come to an end,” Declares the LORD.
“Will I not on that day,” declares the LORD, “destroy wise men
from Edom And understanding from the mountain of Esau?
“Do not gloat over your brother’s day, The day of his misfortune.
And do not rejoice over the sons of Judah In the day of their
destruction; Yes, do not boast In the day of their distress.
So the captain approached him and said, “How is it that you are
sleeping? Get up, call on your god. Perhaps your god will be
concerned about us so that we will not perish.”
Then they called on the LORD and said, “We earnestly pray, O
LORD, do not let us perish on account of this man’s life and do
not put innocent blood on us; for You, O LORD, have done as
You have pleased.”
“Who knows, God may turn and relent and withdraw His burning
anger so that we will not perish.”
Then the LORD said, “You had compassion on the plant for
which you did not work and which you did not cause to grow,
which came up overnight and perished overnight.
“It will be in that day,” declares the LORD, “That I will cut off
your horses from among you And destroy your chariots.
“Now, why do you cry out loudly? Is there no king among you, Or
has your counselor perished, That agony has gripped you like a
woman in childbirth?
The godly person has perished from the land, And there is no
upright person among men. All of them lie in wait for bloodshed;
Each of them hunts the other with a net.
Woe to the inhabitants of the seacoast, The nation of the
Cherethites! The word of the LORD is against you, O Canaan,
land of the Philistines; And I will destroy you So that there will be
no inhabitant.
And He will stretch out His hand against the north And destroy
Assyria, And He will make Nineveh a desolation, Parched like the
wilderness.
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Destroyed the
harvest
Physical death

Fleeing will perish
Houses of Ivory
Physical death
Physical death

Physical death

Physical death

Physical death
Plants
Destroy chariots
Counselor

Physical death

Physical death

Nation destroyed
yet still there

Zech.
9:5

Ashkelon will see it and be afraid. Gaza too will writhe in great
pain; Also Ekron, for her expectation has been confounded.
Physical death
Moreover, the king will perish from Gaza, And Ashkelon will not
be inhabited.

If apollumi or apollumi meant destruction according
to the traditional definition by those who believe in
eternal torment or annihilation, then Jesus is lost
forever:
"But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the
multitudes that they should ask for Barabbas and
destroy (apollumi) Jesus." Matt. 27:20

So then, will you hold to the "traditional" view which
makes the word of God of no effect? Or will you have
the courage to go against the traditional hell-fire or
annihilation view which denigrates the precious victory
Jesus bought through conquering death on the Cross for
all Mankind?
Those who are “lost” or “perished,” are like the lost
sheep. The lost sheep was perished, but the shepherd
sought it out and restored it. We are all like the lost
sheep before God finds us. Even now we are. We are all
“apollumi”, or “lost and perished” as the lost sheep
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was. We are separated and alienated from God. But the
lost sheep did not stay that way. And neither does
anyone else. The Good Shepherd does not stop looking
until He has found the last one.
A careful read of the Parable of the Lost Sheep makes
it very plain that for Jesus, ninety nine is not enough!
The Bible itself provides definitive proof of what
apollumi means when used in reference to the second
death: The word is used by Jesus in Luke 17:29* to
describe the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah: “ ‘But
the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down
from heaven and destroyed (apollumi) them all.’ ”
Luke 17:29 But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom
it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed
[them] all.

◄ 622. apollumi ►
Strong's Concordance
apollumi: to destroy, destroy utterly
Original Word: ἀπόλλυμι
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: apollumi
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-ol'-loo-mee)
Definition: to destroy, destroy utterly
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Usage: (a) I kill, destroy, (b) I lose, mid: I am perishing (the resultant death being viewed as
certain).
◄ 575. apo ►
Strong's Concordance
apo: from, away from
Original Word: ἀπό
Part of Speech: Preposition
Transliteration: apo
Phonetic Spelling: (apo')
Definition: from, away from
Usage: from, away from.
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a preposition and a prim. particle
Definition
from, away from

Perish (622) (apollumi from apo = away from or
wholly + olethros = state of utter ruin <> ollumi = to
destroy <> root of apollyon [Re 9:11] = destroyer)
means to destroy utterly but not caused to cease to
exist. Apollumi as it relates to men, is not the loss
of being per se, but is more the loss of well-being. It
means to ruin so that the person (or thing) ruined can
no longer serve the use for which he (it) was designed.
To render useless. The gospel promises everlasting life
for the one who believes. The failure to possess this
life will result in utter ruin and eternal uselessness
(but not a cessation of existence). Apollumi then has
the basic meaning of describing that which is ruined
and is no longer usable for its intended purpose.
It is not annihilation of the soul. Its everlasting
life for the saved soul and everlasting destruction for
the unsaved soul. The only implication of these
passages, that speak of the wicked as perishing and
destroyed, is that the unbelievers are deprived of the
presence and fellowship with God.
The Greek word for “destroy” is apolesai, which
derives from the verb form apollumi. The verb occurs
about ninety times, and a noun form is found some
eighteen times. We do not know of a single reputable
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English translation that renders the term in any
instance, “to go out of existence.” It is translated by
such common English words as “perish,” “destroy,”
“lose,” or “lost.”
The term is employed of physical items that lose
their usefulness. A wineskin that cracks open and is no
longer usable is said to “perish” (Lk. 5:37). A sheep
that wanders away from the safety of the fold is
described as “lost” (Lk. 15:4, 6), i.e., separated from
the shepherd. The wayward prodigal son was “lost” to
his father (Lk. 15:24), though certainly not
annihilated. Food that spoils is said to have “perished”
(Jn. 6:27).
When the disciples were fearful of drowning in a storm
on the sea of Galilee, they awoke the sleeping Lord,
and exclaimed, '[W]e are perishing,' employing a
present tense form of apollumi (Mt. 8:25). Surely they
were not saying, “Lord, we are in the process of going
out of existence.”
Regarding apollumi, W. E. Vine comments: “The idea is
not extinction but ruin, loss, not of being, but of
well-being” (1991, 211).
Renowned scholar J. H. Thayer defined apollumi,
with reference to
4b2) Does the Bible allow God to show any mercy towards
the unsaved at judgment day?
We read in Habakkuk 3:2:
Habakkuk 3:2 O LORD, I have heard thy speech, [and]
was afraid: O LORD, revive thy work in the midst of the
years, in the midst of the years make known; in wrath
remember mercy.
Here, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the
prophet is asking God to show mercy in His wrath.
We might conclude that this means that at Judgment
Day God will show some mercy towards the unsaved.
Habakkuk acknowledges in this the justice of the
destruction coming upon Israel for their abominations;
but despite this, he pleads for the mercy of the Father
to be extended to the beloved nation. This, of course,
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was provided, but not to the extent of sparing Israel
the punishment of defeat and deportation. The mercy was
given in that not all of the people were destroyed; a
righteous remnant remained, and in due time the Saviour
was born in Bethlehem. However, we must ask an important
question about Habakkuk 3:2.
Habakkuk 3:2 O LORD, I have heard thy speech, [and]
was afraid: O LORD, revive thy work in the midst of the
years, in the midst of the years make known; in wrath
remember mercy. Is it speaking of the Great Tribulation
time or is it speaking of Judgment Day or both? We need
to examine more verses to understand about what time
frame Habakkuk 3:2 addresses.
" “O LORD, revive thy work.” Now there is where we get
the idea of “revival.” Psalm 85:6 says, “Wilt thou not
revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee?”
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter. Minor Prophets Volume 2
(Habakkuk,
Zephaniah,
Haggai,
Zechariah,
Malachi
Commentary)
'afraid' - He probably was. When you reprove God you
should expect to be afraid of what He's going to say.
You did something wrong and anything He says is going
be right, if it was some type of punishment.
The setting of Habakkuk is the Great Tribulation,
the last 23 years* in which Satan has been appointed to
conquer and rule in all the local congregations. It is
given to wrath. You have the wrath of God, the wrath of
the Lamb and the wrath of Satan all revealed in that last
3.5 years (the end of Daniel's 70th week).
* Although Judah was subdued by Egypt in 609 BC, it was not totally destroyed until 587 BC. During that
interim, all four of its kings were terribly wicked and the country existed under foreign rule. As such, it is
also a type of the final tribulation period, with the church existing under Satan’s rule. From 609 to 587 BC
inclusive, there were 23 years.

We see this in Habakkuk 1:5-11. We read there:
Habakkuk 1:5 Behold ye among the heathen, and regard,
and wonder marvellously: for [I] will work a work in your
days, [which] ye will not believe, though it be told
[you].
Habakkuk 1:6 For, lo, I raise up the Chaldeans, [that]
bitter and hasty nation, which shall march through the
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breadth of the land, to possess the dwellingplaces
[that are] not theirs.
Habakkuk 1:7 They [are] terrible and dreadful: their
judgment and their dignity shall proceed of themselves.
Habakkuk 1:8 Their horses also are swifter than the
leopards, and are more fierce than the evening wolves:
and their horsemen shall spread themselves, and their
horsemen shall come from far; they shall fly as the eagle
[that] hasteth to eat.
Habakkuk 1:9 They shall come all for violence: their
faces shall sup up [as] the east wind, and they shall
gather the captivity as the sand.
Habakkuk 1:10 And they shall scoff at the kings, and
the princes shall be a scorn unto them: they shall deride
every strong hold; for they shall heap dust, and take it.
Habakkuk 1:11 Then shall [his] mind change, and he shall
pass over, and offend, [imputing] this his power unto
his god.
This passage is talking about how God would raise
up the Babylonians or Chaldeans to destroy Judah in 587
BC. That destruction is a picture of the Great
Tribulation, the last 23 years of the world’s existence
in which God has raised up Satan to conquer and rule in
all the churches.
Here are a few verses that teach that God’s mercies
towards the unsaved come to an end at Judgment Day. We
read in James 2:13
James 2:13 For he shall have judgment without mercy,
that hath shewed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against
judgment.
- God never called you to judge people. You are to
judge fruit, things. The sin is ungodly. Let God take
care of the man. The word of God judges the individual.
You can say if he doesn't have the right fruit he's
probably not saved (using the Bible standards).
- Don't judge when you don't have to.
For the true believer, God’s mercy rejoiceth against
judgment because Christ has paid for all of
his/her sins. However, for the unsaved, according to
James 2:13, there will be judgment without mercy. That
1819

is, there is no mercy for the unsaved at Judgment Day.
We read more verses that confirm this:
Psalms 59:5 Thou therefore, O LORD God of hosts, the
God of Israel, awake to visit all the heathen: be not
merciful to any wicked transgressors. Selah.

◄ 2603. chanan ►
Strong's Concordance
chanan: beseech
Original Word: ָ ַנחן
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: chanan
Phonetic Spelling: (khaw-nan')
Definition: to show favor, be gracious

The “heathen” are the heathen, see Psalm 2:1. They
are “visited” in Joel chapter 3 in the evil sense of
Exodus 32:34. The Hebrew word here for “transgressors”
is bagad ( בגדin the Hebrew), and this is a “traitor”—a
transgressor who betrays someone through deceit. The
word “any” shows that a number of traitors are involved,
but their sin certainly must
be more than that of 2
Timothy 3:4 The transgressors are mentioned as being
allied with the Antichrist’s troops in the very next
verse.
59:6 “They return at evening: they make a noise like
a dog, and go round about the city.
' they make a noise like a dog' - They
“make a noise
like a dog,” for they are dogs.
7 Behold, they belch out with their mouth: swords
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are in their lips: for who, say they, doth hear?
8 But thou, O LORD, shalt laugh at them; thou shalt
have all the heathen in derision.”
Psalms 109:12 Let there be none to extend mercy unto
him: neither let there be any to favour his fatherless
children.
Children do suffer for their father's sins.
‘Let
his posterity be cut off and in the generation following
let their name be blotted out. Let the iniquity of his
fathers be remembered with the LORD;and let not the
sin of his mother be blotted out. The only place sin
remains before the Lord is in the Lakeof Fire. This is
the contrast between the people who will be enjoying the
benefits of the Lord in the Millennium, coming there to
worship and honor Him and the contrast is the people
in Gehenna who didn't dowhat they were supposed to do.
They ate of theabominations. There will be a lake of fire
on the Earth (Gehenna). And people will be able to look
at these carcasses.
God is merciful to wicked men and to transgressors,
but not to wicked transgressors; apostates may be meant,
such as dealperfidiously and treacherously, as the word
used signifies; who sin willfully and knowingly, after
they have received the knowledge of the
truth; sin
against light and evidence and obstinately and wickedly
persist therein: who sin the sin against the Holy
Ghost, the sin unto death, which is not to be
prayed for.
Isaiah 9:17 Therefore the Lord shall have no joy in their
young men, neither shall have mercy on theirfatherless
widows: for every one [is] an hypocrite and an evildoer,
and every mouth speaketh folly. For all this his anger is
not turned away, but his hand [is]stretched out still.
God is saying this with His hand stretched out and
these people lie and are deceitful.
Isaiah 27:11 When the boughs thereof are withered,
they shall be broken off: the women come, [and] set
them on fire: for it [is] a people of no understanding:
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therefore he that made them will not have mercy on them,
and he that formed them will shew them no favour.
Jeremiah 13:14 And I will dash them one against another,
even the fathers and the sons together, saith the LORD:
I will not pity, nor spare, nor have mercy, but destroy
them.
The Lord would not prevent the enemy's invading,
besieging, and taking them, nor hinder themselves from
destroying one another; but suffer a general calamity
to come upon them, without showing the least mercy to
them, so great were their sins, and such the provocation.
Hosea 1:6 And she conceived again, and bare a daughter.
And [God] said unto him, Call her name Loruhamah: for I
will no more have mercy upon the house of Israel; but I
will utterly take them away.
Hosea 2:4 And I will not have mercy upon her children;
for they [be] the children of whoredoms.
These are some verses in which God teaches that He
will show no mercy nor favour towards the unsaved when
we get to Judgment Day. At Judgment Day the possibility
of salvation has come to an end and these verses teach
that there will be no mercy for the unsaved. The above
verses show us that when we come to Judgment Day, God’s
mercy towards the unsaved will come to an end. Therefore,
we receive further confirmation
that Habakkuk 3:2
applies to the Great Tribulation and maybeother times,
but does not apply to Judgment Day. We seemany verses
about how God is merciful. However, the
above verses show us that God’s mercies are everlasting
only for the true believers. There aren't any verses that
say that God will be merciful to the unsaved at Judgment
Day.
Is God’s anger toward the unsaved for just momentary?
We read some verses which talks about God’s anger or
wrath lasting for a “moment” and that may cause us
to conclude that there is no on-going suffering for the
unsaved. Here are two such passages:
Psalms 30:4 Sing unto the LORD, O ye saints of his,
and give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness.
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Psalms 30:5 For his anger [endureth but] a moment; in
his favour [is] life: weeping may endure for a night,
but joy [cometh] in the morning.

In Psalm 30:5, God talks about “his anger endureth
but a moment”. However, notice that the context of this
passage is the mercy of God towards the true believers.
Verse 4 is talking about the true believers. The “joy”
in verse 5 is the joy of salvation that God gives to
the true believers. So, Psalm 30:4-5 is talking about
the true believers. God’s “anger endureth but a moment”
towards the true believers. These verses are not talking
about the unsaved.
This is the literal translation: "For a moment in
his anger. Lives in his favor. In the evening weeping
may lodge: but in the morning exultation." So good is
God, that he cannot delight in either the depression or
ruin of his creatures. When he afflicts, it is for our
advantage, that we may be partakers of his holiness,
and be not condemned with the world. If he be angry
with us, it is but for a moment; but when we have recourse
to him, and seek his face, his favor is soon obtained,
and there are lives in that favor - the life that now
is, and the life that is to come. When weeping comes, it
is only to lodge for the evening; but singingwill surely
come in the morning. This description of God's slowness
to anger, and readiness to save, is given by a man
long and deeply acquainted with God as his Judge and as
his Father.
God does five things for David (1-3) that are true,
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in type, for the Christian – lifted him up, not allowed
his foes to rejoice over him, healed him, gave him
physical life and kept him from going to hell. These
are healings that are spiritual in nature. The physical
healing will be when the Christian gets his glorified
body. ‘Sing unto the LORD, O ye saints of his, and give
thanks at the remembrance of his holiness.’ (4): Songsbe
grateful songs. ‘And in my prosperity I said, I
shall never be moved.’
We all started out under the wrath of God as we
read about in Ephesians 2:1-5:
Ephesians 2:1 And you [hath he quickened], who were dead
in trespasses and sins;
Ephesians 2:2 Wherein in time past ye walked according
to the course of this world, according to the prince of
the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in
the children of disobedience:
Ephesians 2:3 Among whom also we all had our
conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh,
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind;
and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.
“In the lusts of our flesh” (vs. 3) shows that the believer was
dead IN his “trespasses and sins” (see comment The dative with “en”
(Gk.) (G1722 below) is used in both cases:
“'among' - among the lost
'conversation'; - the way you live
1Peter 3:2 While they behold your chaste conversation [coupled] with
fear.
- someone can behold your conversation - actions speak
louder than words
'in' - a Christian not in the lust of the flesh but in Christ see
chap 1 1-13
- position is related to salvation - in Christ -> go to
heaven
- imagination - can fulfill desires there too - see Genesis 6
lust in heart == adultery
'wrath' John 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he
that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God
abideth on him.” – Dr. Estep
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Ephesians 2:3 Among whom also we all had our conversation
in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the
desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the
children of wrath, even as others.

“

◄ 1722. en ►
Strong's Concordance
en: in, on, at, by, with
Original Word: ἐν
Part of Speech: Preposition
Transliteration: en
Phonetic Spelling: (en)
Definition: in, on, at, by, with
Usage: in, on, among.

Verse 3 says that the true believers were “children
of wrath” before salvation. Ephesians 2:3 explains
Psalms 30:5 For his anger [endureth but] a moment; in
his favour [is] life: weeping may endure for a night,
but joy [cometh] in the morning.
by teaching that the unsaved elect were also under the
wrath of God because of their sins. Before salvation,
1825

is the “moment” of God’s anger that the unsaved elect
were under. It is only a “moment” in comparison to all
eternity with the Lord Jesus. God talks about “his
anger endureth but a moment”. However, notice that the
context of this passage is the mercy of God towards the
true believers. Verse 4 is talking about the true
believers. Verse 5 is the joy of salvation that God gives
to the true believers.
Ephesians 2:4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his
great love wherewith he loved us,
Ephesians 2:5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath
quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are
saved;)
That wrath was covered by the payment made by the
Lord Jesus. Upon salvation, that payment is applied so
that the true believers have been delivered from the
wrath of God. That is what Ephesians 2:1-5 and Psalm
30:4-5 teach. The same truth is taught in Isaiah 54:7.
Before salvation we are under the wrath of God and
forsaken in that sense. But in His “great mercies” God
has gathered us unto Himself upon salvation.
Isaiah 54:7 For a small moment have I forsaken thee;
but with great mercies will I gather thee.
'For a small moment' - Historically the words point to
the seventy years of exile, as being but a transient
interruption of the manifestation of the everlasting
mercies. Spiritually they have wider and manifold
fulfilments in the history of individuals, of the Church,
of Mankind.
The same truth is taught in Isaiah 54:7. Before
salvation we are under the wrath of God and forsaken in
that sense. But in His “great mercies” God has gathered
us unto Himself upon salvation. So, Psalm 30:4-5 is
talking about the true believers. God’s “anger endureth
but a moment” towards the true believers. These verses
are not talking about the unsaved.
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DOES DEUTERONOMY 25:1-3 TEACH THAT THERE IS A LIMIT TO
THE PUNISHMENT FOR THE UNSAVED?
We read in Deuteronomy 25:1:
1 ¶ If there be a controversy between men, and they
come unto judgment, that the judges may judge them;
then they shall justify the righteous, and condemn the
wicked.
Note: Sin is a controversy between Man and God.
Does a finite number limit the duration?
In Deuteronomy 25:1-3, God declares a finite number of
stripes. God says 40 stripes. It is said that this
means that the punishment for sin must be finite.
However, if we apply that reasoning to Isaiah 65:20 or
Revelation 20:6 then we must wrongly conclude that the
believers will be with Christ in the new heavens and
new Earth for only a finite period of time.
Through Isaiah 65:20 and Revelation 20:6, God is teaching
that at times He uses finite numbers to represent
eternity. Therefore, just as the numbers 100 or 1000 in
the above two verses can represent eternity,the number
40 in Deuteronomy 25:1-3 can representeternity.
If we insist that the finite number 40 in Deuteronomy
25:1-3 limits the punishment to a finite duration, then
we have to be honorable and apply that reasoning to Isaiah
65:20 and Revelation 20:6. We have to conclude that after
some finite time, the true believer in the new heavens
and new earth will die. He will beseparated from God,
under His wrath.
Therefore, Isaiah 65:20 and Revelation 20:6 show us
that God can use the number 40 in Deuteronomy 25:1-3 to
represent forevermore.
Numbers in the Bible can have symbolic meaning
The
numbers
100
&
1000
normally
represent
the
completeness of whatever God has in view. Isaiah 65:20
and Revelation 20:6 teach that the believers will be with
Christ for the completeness of the time that God has in
view for them. That is forevermore.
The number 40 normally represents testing. Moses was on
Mount Sinai for 40 days while Israel failed the test
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and made the golden calf. Israel was in the wilderness
for 40 years and failed the test by not trusting God.
The Lord Jesus was in the desert for 40 days being tested
by Satan. The Lord Jesus passed the test.
The 40 stripes could represent the punishment for failing
the testing of this world. Unsaved man failsthe test
of never coming to God while he was in this world.
Or, another possibility for the meaning of the number
40 can be found by noting that 40 = 4 * 10
10 = completeness
4 = to the furthest extent
In that case, 40 = the completeness of the furthest
extent.
This would mean that the 40 stripes represents the
punishment of stripes for sin that is a complete
punishment to the furthest extent that the law of God
requires.
Just like the 100 & 1000 in Isaiah 65:20 and Revelation
20:6 are symbolic numbers and represent forevermore, in
the same manner the 40 of Deuteronomy 25:3 could be
symbolic and represent forevermore.
Summary:
A careful examination of Deuteronomy 25:1-3 will show
that it cannot be talking about the punishment for sin.
This law covers “controversies between men”, which are
civil issues. The Bible specifies the punishment for sin,
not the human judge as in Deuteronomy 25:1-3.
However, if someone wants to insist that Deuteronomy
25:1-3 refers to punishment for sin, then with the help
of Isaiah 65:20, Revelation 20:6 and Exodus 30:12-13,we
can see that the 40 stripes, like the 100 & 1000 years
or 0.5 shekels, can be symbolic to represent forevermore.
Therefore, the 40 stripes of Deuteronomy 25:1-3 does not
provide any limit to the stripes that the unsaved will
receive.
The punishment for civil issues, as specified in
Deuteronomy 25:1-3 is not to make men vile. But, the
punishment for sin will make the unsaved vile.
Deuteronomy 25:1 If there be a controversy between men,
and they come unto judgment, that [the judges] may
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judge them; then they shall justify the righteous, and
condemn the wicked.
Deuteronomy 25:2 And it shall be, if the wicked man [be]
worthy to be beaten, that the judge shall causehim to
lie down, and to be beaten before his face, according to
his fault, by a certain number.
Deuteronomy 25:3 Forty stripes he may give him, [and]
not exceed: lest, [if] he should exceed, and beat him
above these with many stripes, then thy brother should
seem vile unto thee.
The Bible clearly teaches that the wrath of God is upon
the unsaved forever
God uses the idea of fire to talk about His wrath.
We read about this in Deuteronomy 32:22:
Deuteronomy 32:22 For a fire is kindled in mine anger,
and shall burn unto the lowest hell, and shall consume
the earth with her increase, and set on fire the
foundations of the mountains.
God identifies “fire” with His “anger” or wrath. Here
are some additional verses that link fire with God’s
anger or wrath:
Ezekiel 21:31 And I will pour out mine indignation
upon thee, I will blow against thee in the fire of my
wrath, and deliver thee into the hand of brutish men,
[and] skilful to destroy.
Nahum 1:6
Who can stand before his indignation? and
who can abide in the fierceness of his anger? his fury
is poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down
by him.
This book covers one of the most depressing and
ignored aspects of Christianity. It's depressing so
most people don't want to face what this subject is going
to encompass. The subject covered here deals with
something we ignore totally almost every day of our
lives. It deals with destruction.

Isaiah 9:19 Through the wrath of the LORD of hosts is
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the land darkened, and the people shall be as the fuel
of the fire: no man shall spare his brother.

◄ 6272. atham ►
Strong's Concordance

atham: perhaps to burn
Original Word: עַתם
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: atham
Phonetic Spelling: (aw-tham)
Definition: perhaps to burn

'Is the land darkened' - The word used here - עתם
‛a ham - occurs nowhere else. According to Gesenius*,
it is the same as  תמםtâmam to be or make complete; and
hence means, “in this place, to be consumed, or laid
waste.” Kimchi and Aben Ezra render it, ‹The land is
darkened.‘ Septuagint, Συγκέκαυται Sungkekautai Chaldee,
 צרוכתchăro at - ‹Is scorched.‘ Jerome renders it,
Conturbata est terra - ‹The land is disturbed.‘ The
effect is doubtless such as ascending and spreading
columns of fire and smoke would produce, and perhaps
the general word desolate had better be used in
translating the word.
* Gesenius' Hebrew Grammar (1909).
'And the people shall be as fuel of the fire' - This
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is an
shall
fire,
shall

image of widespread ruin. The idea is, that they
destroy one another as pieces of wood, when on
help to consume each other. The way in which it
be done is stated more fully in the next verse.

Isaiah 9:20 And he shall snatch on the right hand, and
be hungry; and he shall eat on the left hand, and they
shall not be satisfied: they shall eat every man the
flesh of his own arm:
This explains who are meant by the briers and
thorns, and thickets of the forest; the inhabitants of
the land of Israel; who, as they are the fuel of fire,
were the objects of Divine wrath and fury: no man
shall spare his brother; which may be ascribed either
to the darkness and confusion in which they should be,
and so not be able to discern a friend from a foe, as
persons surrounded with smoke; or to their malignant
spirit, cruelty and inhumanity, not only doing ill to
their enemies, but to their own friends and relations,
to their own flesh and blood.
Ezekiel 38:19 For in my jealousy and in the fire of
my wrath have I spoken, Surely in that day there shall
be a great shaking in the land of Israel;
The fire identifies with the wrath of God. We learn
in the following verses that this fire of God’s wrath
will burn forevermore:
Jeremiah 17:4
And
thou,
even
thyself,
shalt
discontinue from thine heritage that I gave thee; and I
will cause thee to serve thine enemies in the land
which thou knowest not: for ye have kindled a fire in
mine anger, which shall burn for ever.
Notice that Jeremiah 17:4 identifies the “fire” with
“mine anger”
Jeremiah 7:20 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold,
mine anger and my fury shall be poured out upon this
place, upon man, and upon beast, and upon thetrees
of the field, and upon the fruit of the ground; and it
shall burn, and shall not be quenched.
Ezekiel 20:47
And say to the forest of the south, Hear
the word of the LORD; Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I
will kindle a fire in thee, and it shall devour every
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green tree in thee, and every dry tree:the flaming
flame shall not be quenched, and all faces from the south
to the north shall be burned therein.
Mark 9:43-48:
43
And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better
for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two hands
to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be
quenched:
44
Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not
quenched.
45
And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is better
for thee to enter halt into life, than havingtwo feet
to be cast into hell, into the fire that never shall be
quenched:
46
Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not
quenched.
47 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is
better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with
one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire:
48
Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not
quenched.
God has given many verses that teach that the fires
of God’s wrath will be quenched. They will burn until
their job is done. These verses teach us that the wrath
of God, represented by the fire, will be against the
unsaved for eon. When the unsaved are cast into the
lake of fire, it is not that they are turning to God in
repentance. They are still in rebellion against God and
angry at God. We see the anger of the unsaved at Judgment
Day in these verses:
Matthew 13:42 And shall cast them into a furnace of
fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.
'And shall cast them into a furnace of fire'....
Sometimes called hell fire*, sometimes a lake which
burns with fire and brimstone; and here a furnace of
fire, expressing the vehemence and intenseness of
divine wrath, which will be intolerable; in allusion
either to Nebuchadnezzar's fiery furnace, or as some
think, to the custom of burning persons alive in some
countries; or rather, to the burning of chaff and
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stubble, and the stalks of any unprofitable things that
grew in the fieldF6, for the heating of furnaces, and is
the very language of the Jews, who used to compare hell
to a furnace; so Genesis 15:17 is paraphrased by
them. ... The idea of the wicked ending up in fire is a
constant one in Scripture.
* *hell fire Mark 9:47 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out:
it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God
with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell
fire*:

- actually Gehenna of fire
There will be pain and suffering in the dying
process. That much is absolutely true. The “wage of sin”
(Romans 6:23) is ultimately death, however unbelievers
will experience a certain amount of wrath (Romans 2.56), a suffering process, before arriving at death
itself. This wrath will be in proportion to their sin.1
Death without hope of resurrection is the punishment
that lasts 'forever'. That is why it is called eternal
punishment. It is a punishment with everlasting effects.
Dr. Ruckman: "Now, the context of verse [Romans 6:]23
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has been about a Christian refusing to yield to sin and
yielding himself to God. “Death,” in the context of
chapters 5 and 6, has been physical death as the result
of sin."
When Paul told the Romans that the wages of sin is
death he was not trying to confuse them. Paul knew that
the Roman people had always used the word 'Thanatos' to
simply mean death. Knowing that, Paul told them that
the wages of sin is Thanatos (death). Why would he do
that if he wanted them to understand that the wages of
sin is eternal conscious torture? As serious as this
issue is, why would Paul not choose a word that they
would understand? He did. He chose death because the
Romans knew what the word death meant. “Death” (Greek:
thanatos) never means torment in Greek. Its counterpart
in Romans 6:23 is the gift of “eternal life” for the
believer. The 'wages of sin' will be the sinners loss
of life (death) at judgment time. It is their 'second
death', which ends (not preserves) their body and
soul’s living forever. Sin causes our first death and
if people are not saved, it will eventually cause their
second death. The statement, “the wages ‘of’ sin,” is a
subjective genitive and means “the wages paid by sin”.
Evangelical commentator John R. Stott states:
"It would seem strange...if people who are said to
suffer destruction are in fact not destroyed...it is
difficult to imagine a perpetually inconclusive process
of perishing."
- J. Stott and D. Edwards, Essentials: A LiberalEvangelical Dialogue, London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1988,
p. 316
<https://www.jewishnotgreek.com/>

1 Jesus taught that resurrected unbelievers would be
punished “until” they paid back what they owed for
their sin. Those who believe in eternal torment claim
that no one can ever pay for their sin, but no
Scripture says that, in fact Scripture is clear that
sin can be paid for, and that is exactly what Jesus and
Paul taught in
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Matthew 18:34 And his lord was wroth, and delivered
him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was
due unto him.
Romans 2:5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart
treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of
wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God;
seem to indicate.
The Bible says in many different places that people
will be 'repaid' for what they have done on Earth. The
clear message of Scripture is that unless people get
forgiveness for their sins they will receive punishment
proportionate to the evil they have done, but never
does Scripture say those people deserve being punished
forever.
Psalms 62:12 Also unto thee, O Lord, [belongeth] mercy:
for thou renderest to every man according to his work.
Jeremiah 17:10 I the LORD search the heart, [I] try
the reins, even to give every man according to his ways,
[and] according to the fruit of his doings.
Jeremiah 32:19 Great in counsel, and mighty in work:
for thine eyes [are] open upon all the ways of the sons
of men: to give every one according to his ways, and
according to the fruit of his doings:
Ezekiel 33:20 Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not
equal. O ye house of Israel, I will judge you every one
after his ways.
Matthew 16:27 For the Son of man shall come in the
glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall
reward every man according to his works.
Romans 2:6 Who will render to every man according to
his deeds:
2Corinthians 2:5 But if any have caused grief, he hath
not grieved me, but in part: that I may not overcharge
you all.
Revelation 2:23 And I will kill her children with
death; and all the churches shall know that I am he
which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give
unto every one of you according to your works.
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God metes out two different types of justice:
corrective justice and retributive justice. Corrective
justice is punishment that is meant to correct a
believer, while retributive justice is retribution or
repayment for something that the person did. Torment
and then destruction in the lake of fire is not
corrective, it is retributive; it is a righteous
repayment for harm done.
Some have argued against destruction because they
say it would not make sense for God to resurrect
someone from the dead only to kill them again. That
misses the fact that God’s method of destruction in the
Lake of Fire is a judgment, a fulfillment of a promise
and a lesson to those still living, One can assume many
evil people, the Pharisees for example, have died in
complete confidence that they will be saved and as rich
and powerful people, often died in the comfort of their
own home, well fed and cared for. Not only do wicked
people such as those Pharisees need to be judged, but
their destruction is not immediate. The wicked are
destroyed after a period of suffering, and that period
of suffering fulfills the Word of God and His justice.
It seems clear that not every sinner spends equal time
suffering, but the more wicked a person is, the more
severe the punishment, fulfilling the Scripture (Romans
2:5-6) that they have stored up wrath for the Day of
Wrath. It is God’s just retribution that those who have
ignored Him and caused pain and suffering on Earth will
suffer in proportion to the evil they have done.
Consider Romans 2:5-6 in detail Romans 2:5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart
treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of
wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God;
“treasurest up” - The Greek verb is thesaurizo (#2343
θησαυρίζω) and it means to gather and store up, to heap
up, to treasure up to accumulate riches. The noun form
of the verb is thesaurus (#2344 θησαυρός) and is a
treasury or storehouse, or the treasure that is put
there. This phrase makes the verse contain an ironic
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figure of speech, for who would store, as a treasure
for themselves - wrath? Yet this is the picture being
presented them. As a greedy man stores up wealth for
himself, these hard and unrepentant people store up
more and more wrath for themselves, which they will
receive at the Judgment time.
.“the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous
judgment of God '" - The day of wrath and the righteous
judgment are not two separate events. The day of wrath
is the day “when” the righteous judgment of God is
revealed. The Greek kai (usually “and”) can be
understood as a “when” occasionally when it connects an
expression of time with something that occurs in that
time. In this verse, the wrath of God and the
“righteous” judgment of God are intertwined. The wrath
of God is not unrighteous. It is not “a necessary evil”.
Rather, it is part of the righteous nature of God to
honor Mankind’s freewill and give people the judgment
that they have asked for through their words and
behavior. The phrases (“of wrath”, “of the righteous
judgment”, “of God”) without the definite articles
emphasize the quality of the noun, but we use them in
our version for clarity.
Romans 2:6 Who will render to every man according to
his deeds:

God’s judgment corresponds to what is truly
deserved.
'But after thy hardness and impenitent heart' - The
teaching of Romans 2:5-6 is that God’s judgment is just,
and that a sinner’s punishment is in proportion to the
crime committed. The amount of wrath a person stores up
for himself corresponds to the amount he hardens his
heart. These verses are not asking, “Why will the
person receive wrath?” This question would be answered
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with “because of the hardness of his heart.” The
question being asked in the verse is “How much wrath
will a person receive?” The answer is, as much as
he/she deserves. In other words, the wrath that any
person receives is “according to” (in proportion to)
his own hardness, and the un-repentance of his own
heart. This is hard to understand by some who think
that all the unsaved burn forever (equal punishment)
and all the saved are in the presence of Christ forever
(equal reward).
Matthew 7:2 For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall
be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be
measured to you again.
An example of punishment being proportional to the
crime committed is in Jesus’ Parable of the Unforgiving
Servant and his explanation of the parable (Matthew
18:23-35). The unforgiving servant is punished for his
evil. “And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the
tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto
him." So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto
you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his
brother their trespasses.” (Matthew 18:34-35). The evil
servant is not punished “forever,” but he is punished
until he has paid for his crime.
Additionally, the Bible says in many more places
that people will be repaid for what they have done on
earth. We provided some of these verses earlier.
Job 34:11 For the work of a man shall he render unto
him, and cause every man to find according to [his]
ways.
Psalms 62:12 Also unto thee, O Lord, [belongeth] mercy:
for thou renderest to every man according to his work.
Proverbs 24:12 If thou sayest, Behold, we knew it not;
doth not he that pondereth the heart consider [it]? and
he that keepeth thy soul, doth [not] he know [it]? and
shall [not] he render to [every] man according to his
works?
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Jeremiah 17:10 I the LORD search the heart, [I] try
the reins, even to give every man according to his ways,
[and] according to the fruit of his doings.
1Corinthians 3:8 Now he that planteth and he that
watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own
reward according to his own labour.
Matthew 16:27 For the Son of man shall come in the
glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall
reward every man according to his works.
Ezekiel 33:20 Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not
equal. O ye house of Israel, I will judge you every one
after his ways.
Romans 2:6 Who will render to every man according to
his deeds:
Thus, before unrepentant sinners die in Gehenna,
the lake of fire, they are punished in proportion to
their sin. As has been shown, the Bible says in many
different places that people will be repaid for what
they have done on Earth. Correspondingly for
Christians, just as punishments differ for the wicked,
the rewards Christians will receive in the future
Kingdom are different from person to person and are
based on the good works each one has done.
Additionally, the suffering of the wicked before
they are destroyed will show those who have everlasting
life that God is truly just. God, through Old Testament
salvation or Jesus Christ's blood, offered to pay for
the sins of anyone who wished to earn (OT) or accept
that payment (NT). Those people who rejected God’s
offer, and thereby decided by default to pay for their
own sins, had to make good their decision, and pay for
their sins with suffering and death, just as Scripture
states: “the wages of sin is death”.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
The Bible has many verses that say the wicked will
be destroyed and perish. Some only go so far as to say
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the wicked will be thrown into the fire, but Revelation
20:14 states that the Lake of Fire is the “second
death.” People thrown into the fire die, they do not
repent and then get saved. The clear meaning of the
Bible should not be distorted or twisted to say that
unsaved people will not perish; they will indeed perish.
Romans 6:23 is pointless if a sinner never dies,
but lives forever in agony. Why say the wages of sin is
death if in fact sinners are endlessly tormented and
are therefore conscious? Sin’s wages are death and
after their resurrection the sinner’s wages are paid The second death in the lake of fire.
The penalty for sin is death, not eternal torment.
In this age we are all offered the substitutional death
that Jesus Christ died to give us. Those that refuse to
accept redemption will burn up in the lake of fire and
they will be no more. They will perish, but this fire
will not burn forever. There are only two ultimate
eternal states of existence: eternal life or eternal
death.
The Apostle Paul describes exactly what the final
punishment of the lost is: 'Who shall be punished
with everlasting destruction' 2Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ:
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2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;

G3639 ὄλεθρος - Strong's Greek Lexicon Number
ruin, destruction, death: Refs 1Th.5:3, 1Ti.6:9; αἰώνιος,
2Th.1:9
Derivation: from a primary ὄλλυμι (to destroy)
KJV Usage: destruction.
Dr. Estep: " 'know not God' - the agnostic
'obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ' everybody else It is not annihilation of the soul.
It's everlasting life for the saved soul and
everlasting destruction for the unsaved soul. This
deals with the Second Coming. those who go into the
Tribulation and for 7 years reject again the preaching
of Moses, Elijah and the 144,00 and take the mark of
the beast."
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The Second Coming context of this verse makes it
chronologically possible for all the unsaved dead to be
resurrected from the grave for judgment so Christ can
destroy both body and soul (everlasting destruction).
Thus, Paul clearly states that at that time the unsaved
will be punished with everlasting destruction. Notice
he does not say 'everlasting preservation'. Rather, no
hope of resurrection, no hope of life anymore. Just as
a judicial court merits out the death penalty with the
underlying basis of it being “missing out” on the rest
of your life, so too will the sinners punishment be
“missing out” on the rest of their eternity.
'In flaming fire' — symbolizing God's own bright glory
and His consuming vengeance against His foes. The root
of all wickedness and misery are those who remain in
heathen ignorance.
Consider that a human judicial court executing a
murderer can only remove the bodily life of the person
as punishment (the first death). However Jesus taught
that God had the power to “destroy both soul and body”
(the second death) in Gehenna.
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell

AV: 'hell' → Greek: "geenne" (gehenna)
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The word 'both' (kai) is the operative word here.
Jesus is saying, there is nothing left alive
(functioning) of a person after God’s destruction has
taken place. Another review of Matthew 10:28:

To repeat this important fact: Man can only kill
the body. God can destroy body and soul. Man may kill,
but he cannot prevent a resurrection: A murdered man
will as surely rise in the resurrection as the one who
dies of natural causes. It is different, however, with
God. He can cast men into the lake of fire, which is
the second death, from which there is no resurrection.
Those who are thus cast in are destroyed both body and
soul, as being no more fit to live.
In 2Thessalonians 1:8-9:
2Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ:
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;
Paul clearly says unbelievers will be destroyed
(not preserved) and that the destruction will last
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forever. After suffering according to their sins, they
will miss out on everlasting life and miss out on
seeing the glory of God. It is punishment of the body
and soul. The wicked suffer the punishment of
"everlasting destruction", and they will no longer be
in the presence of the Lord or the glory of his might.
This destruction lasts forever, the second death, which
is unlike the first death. This is made worse by the
fact that they will no longer be in the presence of the
Lord, who is otherwise omnipresent.
To repeat: The Bible explicitly states that death
(ultimately second death) is the punishment for sin
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
“Death” (Greek: thanatos) never means torment in
Greek. Its counterpart in Romans 6:23 is the gift of
“eternal life” for the believer. The 'wages of sin'
will be the sinners loss of life (death) at judgment
time. It is their 'second death', which ends (not
preserves) their body and soul’s living forever. Sin
causes our first death and if people are not saved, it
will eventually cause their second death. The statement,
“the wages ‘of’ sin,” is a subjective genitive and
means “the wages paid by sin”.
Of course, the first death is an insufficient
payment. Your blood is not eternal blood, which is the
required payment to be reconciled to God Thankfully,
He has provided OT salvation and in this age allows us
to have someone else pay for our sin, but to make that
payment the substitute must himself be sinless, and the
only sinless person to ever live was Jesus Christ. So
today, the way for a person to acquire everlasting life
is by accepting Christ's blood payment (propitiation)
for his/her sin.
When the Bible says “the wages of sin is death,” it
is not saying, that death is the only consequence of
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sin. The “wages of sin” is death, but that verse should
in the context of the whole Bible. For example, Romans
6:23 never says that the “wages of sin” is immediate
death. Before people die, in Gehenna, the lake of fire,
they are punished in proportion to their sin. Scripture
says people will receive punishment for what they have
done, and that the punishment will be in proportion to
the sin they have committed. Romans 2:5 says of
stubborn people, “But after thy hardness and impenitent
heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day
of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of
God”. Just as godly people by their good works store up
treasure for the life to come, wicked people store up a
specific amount of wrath for themselves.
It would make no sense to say that a person “stored up
wrath for themselves” if all resurrected unbelievers
s, got the
same “wrath”: endless conscious eternal torment.

More review:
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

Dr. Estep: "'kill' - in any dispensation
'rather' - You are to fear God. You are not to fear
people."
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Dr. Ruckman: " This “soul” is the “astral body” of
Rosicrucianism, and the “Atman” of Brahmism. A man can
lose it. It can be destroyed in hell*, and this is the
plain teaching of the greatest authority on spiritual
matters ever to put foot on the face of the earth”
.“
'Fear him.'"
* Gehenna (Also see the section on Gehenna.)
Again, the fact is this: the body and soul of
unbelievers can and will be destroyed one day. The
process itself may include suffering, but the end
result according to the Scriptures is destruction,
death, cessation of life and thought. The philosopher
Plato* was wrong, the soul is not indestructible. Jesus
was right, it is destructible.
* See the Greek philosopher Plato's 'Phaedo' in the
Appendix of this document. It reveals Plato's total
misunderstanding of the human soul.
We will provide numerous Old and New Testament
verses that confirm an unbeliever's destruction, but
let's introduce an example at this point. An apt
example of how the wicked will perish is revealed in
Psalm 68:
The wicked perish at the presence of God -
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Psalms 68:2 As smoke is driven away, [so] drive [them]
away: as wax melteth before the fire, [so] let the
wicked perish at the presence of God.

◄ 6. abad ►
Strong's Concordance
abad: to perish
Original Word: אָבד
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: abad
Phonetic Spelling: (aw-bad')
Definition: to perish
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
to perish
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NASB Translation
annihilate (2), annihilated (1), been lost (1), broken
(1) , corrupts (1), destroy (33), destroyed (15),
destroying (2), destroys (2), destruction (2), dying
(2) , fail (1), fails (1), give up as lost (1), lacking

(1), lost (12), make vanish (1), makes to perish (1),
no (2), obliterate (1), perish (61), perished (16),
perishes (7), perishing (2), ruined (4), surely perish
(3), take (1), utterly destroy (1), wandering (1),
wastes (1), wiped (1).
2Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ:
2Thessalonians 2:8 And then shall that Wicked be
revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit
of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of
his coming:
Matthew 3:10 And now also the axe is laid unto the
root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth
not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the
fire.
Matthew 3:11 I indeed baptize you with water unto
repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier
than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall
baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and [with] fire:
Matthew 3:12 Whose fan [is] in his hand, and he will
throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into
the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with
unquenchable fire.
Psalms 68:3 But let the righteous be glad; let them
rejoice before God: yea, let them exceedingly rejoice.
'The righteous' - Tribulation saints according to the
Scriptures.
Additional introductory examples are found in
Psalms 37 and Psalm 2:
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Psalms 37:20 But the wicked shall perish, and the
enemies of the LORD [shall be] as the fat of lambs:
they shall consume; into smoke shall they consume away.

◄ 3615. kalah ►
Strong's Concordance
kalah: to be complete, at an end, finished, accomplished, or spent
Original Word: ָכּ ָלה
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: kalah
Phonetic Spelling: (kaw-law')
Definition: to be complete, at an end, finished, accomplished, or spent
Brown-Driver-Briggs
a. complete, bring to an end, finish a thing, task, work, etc., with accusative of thing
b. waste away, be exhausted, fail, literally of fading grass
c. come to an end, vanish = perish, be destroyed, by ׳judgment
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These verses do not teach that God will destroy
sinners after the Last Judgment, rather they speak of
the Lord visiting them with untimely physical death now.
In other words, Psalm 37 is not about Hell or final
punishment at all. Instead, all of the judgments fromGod on
the unrighteous found in Psalm 37 are about what God
does to them here on this Earth, in this age.
Here’s a similar message from the second Psalm:
Psalms 2:11 Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with
trembling.
Political submission to God's representative is
primarily intended here.
Psalms 2:12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye
perish [from] the way, when his wrath is kindled but a
little. Blessed [are] all they that put their trust in
him.
"Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish
[from] the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little.
Blessed [are] all they that put their trust in him."
Kiss the feet of Christ. Again we observe the godly
contrasted with the ungodly. Those who reverently
choose to worship and serve the LORD are said to be
blessed (verse 12), while those who refuse to give
homage to the Son will ultimately 'perish' [from] the
way' (verse 12). There’s no reason to take this passage
any other way — those who refuse to believe in the Lord
will ultimately perish.

Main2
Having supplied ample background information up to
this point in our study, we can now proceed to further
amplify on our refutation of the entire concept of
eternal torture in a place called hell. This is all
based on the belief that there is a part of a person
which is immortal, the 'immortal soul' and that when an
unbeliever dies, through this 'immortal soul' this
person will be punished in 'hell' eternally. We will
also prove 'hell' is mistranslation of an actual
location in Israel known as Gehenna (the valley of
Hinnon). This is the actual lake of fire. As previously
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stated, there is strong Scriptural support for the
literal everlasting destruction (perishing) of those
who die as unbelievers (the unsaved person) in the lake
of fire, evidence which is so immense it allows us to
provide more than enough strong scriptural support to
prove this.
While the Greek teaching of the immortality of the
human soul infiltrated Jewish and the Christian
Church's religious thinking in later centuries, the
Bible record shows that upon death a person goes to
place known as Sheol (Hebrew) Hades (Greek), which
refers to Mankind’s common grave. Hades is the Divine
scriptural equivalent of Shoal. This is a place where
there is no consciousness. Sheol is a temporary
condition and all consigned to Sheol willultimately
be resurrected. Those in Sheol neither praise God nor
mention him. Both the righteous and thewicked go to
the same place, Sheol, (Greek: Hades) at
death. Man is composed of dust and return to dust again.
At death and further, noone who is dead has the
capacity to feel joy or pain.
Psalms 6:5 For in death [there is] no remembrance of
thee: in the grave who shall give thee thanks?
Isaiah 38:18 For the grave cannot praise thee, death
can [not] celebrate thee: they that go down into the
pit cannot hope for thy truth.
Ecclesiastes 9:5 For the living know that they shall
die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they
any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.
Ecclesiastes 9:6 Also their love, and their hatred,
and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any
more a portion for ever in any [thing] that is done
under the sun.
Psalms 146:4 His breath goeth forth, he returneth to
his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.
The Bible shows that the dead know nothing and even
their very thoughts perish when they die. In other
words all mental and physical processes cease when an
individual dies. Solomon's definition of death concurs
with Webster's 1828 Dictionary: "a permanent cessation
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of all vital functions: the end of life."
When people die they go to Sheol/Hades, which is
the state of being dead where there is no knowledge,
wisdom, memory, praise, or hope.
Psalms 9:17 The wicked shall be turned into hell, [and]
all the nations that forget God.

◄ 7585. sheol ►
Strong's Concordance
sheol: underworld (place to which people descend at death)
Original Word: ְשׁאוֹל
Part of Speech: Noun Feminine
Transliteration: sheol
Phonetic Spelling: (sheh-ole')
Definition: underworld (place to which people descend at death)
Brown-Driver-Briggs
2
condition of righteous and wicked distinguished in ׳ש
◄ 7725. shub ►
Strong's Concordance
shub: to turn back, return
Original Word: וּשׁב
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: shub
Phonetic Spelling: (shoob)
Definition: to turn back, return
Brown-Driver-Briggs
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ב1056 וּשׁverb turn back, return
2 return, come or go back, with מַעל

As is explained throughout the Bible, those who
reject God and pursue evil will end up in Sheol (as do
all people). Sheol means the grave, or the realm of the
dead, as used in the Old Testament. However, those who
have opposed God will end up in the lake of fire, as
opposed to those who honor God and will be rescued from
Sheol (Psalm 16:10; Hosea 13:14). Wicked people die the
first time and are in Sheol, then are resurrected to
the Judgment. Scripturally, if they are judged unworthy
of everlasting life, they are cast into the lake of
fire and die the second death. The Scriptures provide
more detail about the nature of death for those who
defy the Lord. The realm of the dead is a place of
unconscious existence. In any case, Psalm 9:17 is
another verse that supports the fact that the wicked do
not suffer forever in a state of conscious torture.
Hades (Sheol), which, as we have explained, is the
state of being dead where there is no knowledge,
wisdom, memory, praise, or hope. In that light, it is
important that we notice what Psalm 9:17 says
Psalms 9:17 The wicked shall be turned into hell, [and]
all the nations that forget God.
Eventually the wicked are totally forgotten.
Since Man is a corporeal being, a living “soul,” it
is evident that when he returns to the unseen (Sheol),
his soul (since it is a part of his/her blood) returns
there as well. Since in death, Man, does indeed return
to the unseen (Sheol) (Psalm 9:17), it is correct to
say of any certain man/woman who dies, not only that
that “soul” has returned to the unseen (Sheol), with
reference to the man himself, but that his soul has
returned there as well , with respect to his sensations
and experiences. Note: We have already proven the word
‘hell’ is not in the Bible.
"The meaning of perish (622) (apollumi from apo =
away from or wholly + olethros = a state of utter ruin
<> ollumi = to destroy <> root of apollyon ((Revelation
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9:11) = destroyer) means to destroy utterly, but not to
cause to cease to exist. Apollumi as it relates to men,
is not the loss of being per se, but is more the loss
of well-being. It means to ruin so that the person (or
thing) ruined can no longer serve the use for which he
(it) was designed. To render useless.

-

<Rethinking Hell: Readings in Evangelical Conditionalism edited by Christopher Date, Gregory
Stump>

The gospel promises everlasting life for the one
who believes. The failure to possess this life will
result in utter ruin and eternal uselessness.
Apollumi then has the basic meaning of describing
that which is ruined and is no longer usablefor its
intended purpose."
It would seem strange therefore, if people said to
suffer destruction are, in fact, not destroyed and it
is difficult to imagine a perpetually inclusive process
of perishing.
To further expand on the meaning of apollumi in the
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context of the above discussion:
"Jesus used apollumi to remind His disciples what
happened when men "put new wine into old wineskins" for
they knew that this would make "the wineskins burst…
and the wineskins are ruined (apollumi)". (Matthew
9:17).
Matthew 9:17 Neither do men put new wine into old
bottles: else the bottles break, and the wine runneth
out, and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into
new bottles, and both are preserved.

◄ 622. apollumi ►
Strong's Concordance
apollumi: to destroy, destroy utterly
Original Word: ἀπόλλυμι
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: apollumi
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-ol'-loo-mee)
Definition: to destroy, destroy utterly
Usage: (a) I kill, destroy, (b) I lose, mid: I am
perishing (the resultant death being viewed as certain).
"Apoleia. - This word is a noun derived from the word
apollumi, and means destruction. It is rendered by the
A.V. as follows: "damnation," once; "damnable," once;
"destruction," 5 times; "to die," once; "perdition," 8
1855

times; "pernicious ways," once; and with eimi eis and
accusative, "perish," once; "waste," twice."
All of us can expect to die the first death and all
of us will also die the second death, that is, we will
“perish,” unless we receive God’s gift of eternal life
(in this age) through believing in Christ (Jn 3:16).
“Thanks [be] unto God for his unspeakable gift.” (2 Cor
9:15).
2Corinthians 9:15 Thanks [be] unto God for his
unspeakable gift.
For the wicked, leaving Hades is a move to a far
worse place, Gehenna, the lake of fire, the place where
God is present only in wrath and not in grace. There,
they do not receive eternal life, they perish (Jn 3:16).
Unlike the first death, from which the wicked were
raised, there will be no second resurrection from the
second death. Their experience is like that of the
righteous in that it is eternal, but it is an “eternal
punishment.” It is analogous to the capital punishment
of criminals with the first death, in that it is final
and irrevocable. The second death is total, consuming
the entire person. . The second death entails not just a
death of the body, which results in burial in the grave,
but a destruction of “both soul and body. Note that the
effect of the “hell (Gehenna) of fire” is depicted by
Jesus in Matthew as destruction, not as everlasting
torment. The point of Matthew 9:17 is that these
wineskins did not cease to exist but they did cease to
fulfill the function for which they were created. In
short, they were rendered useless. In a similar way, the
noun form, apoleia*, is used to describe the reaction of
thedisciples when they saw the woman anointing Jesus'
headwith "costly perfume" (Matthew 26:8).
Matthew 26:8 But when his disciples saw [it], they had
indignation, saying, To what purpose [is] this waste?
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◄ 684. apóleia ►
Strong's Concordance
apóleia: destruction, loss
Original Word: ἀπώλεια, ας, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: apóleia
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-o'-li-a)
Definition: destruction, loss
Usage: destruction, ruin, loss, perishing; eternal ruin
HELPS Word-studies
Cognate: 684 apṓleia (from 622 /apóllymi, "cut off") –
destruction, causing someone (something) to be
completely severed – cut off (entirely) from what could
or should have been. (Note the force of the prefix,
apo.) See 622 (apollymi).
They became "indignant when they saw this and said
"Why this waste (noun form = apoleia)" In essence they
were asking Jesus why are You letting the precious oil
perish and be rendered useless? The ointment did not go
out of existence, but was used for what they judged to
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be a useless purpose. In a similar way all men and
women are created by God for fellowship with Him and
for His glory,
Isaiah 43:7 [Even] every one that is called by my name:
for I have created him for my glory, I have formed him;
yea, I have made him.
but when they individually refuse to come to Him
for salvation they lose their opportunity for
redemption and for becoming what God originally created
them for. Their lives are wasted and useless. They are
fit only for everlasting condemnation and destruction
away from the presence and the glory of the Father.
This is the awful picture of what it means to "perish".
This is not the desire of God for as Peter writes "The
Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for
any to perish but for all to come to repentance."
<https://www.preceptaustin.org/eternal-punishment#apollumi>

4c) Unbelievers will never possess anything
immortal
In the Bible there is not a single mention or
intimation that man has an immortal soul. In fact, the
Bible clearly teaches that it is God “the King of kings
and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality” (1
Timothy 6:16). We can only have immortality if God
gives it to us; it is not an intrinsic part of our
nature. Many have taught that because God made man in
His image, Man must have an immortal soul. However, the
Bible does not specify fully what it means to be made
in the image of God. In fact, Man does not share the
most basic characteristics of God: omnipotence (all
powerful), omniscience (all knowing) and omnipresence
(present everywhere) Therefore it is presumptuous to
select a characteristic of God, such as His immortality,
and assert categorically that this is what it means to
be made in the image of God, especially when God
specifically says that He alone has immortality (1
Timothy 6: 16) and Man must seek immortality (Romans
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2:7).
The Bible teaches that God alone has immortality ->
1Timothy 6:15 Which in his times he shall shew, [who
is] the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings,
and Lord of lords;
1Timothy 6:16 Who only hath immortality, dwelling in
the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man
hath seen, nor can see: to whom [be] honour and power
everlasting. Amen.
-> and He offers it to people only through the gospel:
2Timothy 1:10 But is now made manifest by the
appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath
abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality
to light through the gospel:
-> But we must seek immortality:
Romans 2:7 To them who by patient continuance in well
doing seek for glory and honour and immortality,
eternal life:
Notice that life and immortality are only available
through the gospel for those who seek it. Thus, an
unbeliever possesses nothing immortal that can be
tormented forever in a place called hell. The kind of
“life” (zoe) that God originally breathed into Adam was
eternal life; but this God-given gift of eternal life
was conditional. Adam sinned and therefore failed to
live by this condition; consequently, he lost this gift
of eternal life and all Mankind inherited this state.
Believers will receive immortality upon their
resurrection. Their bodies will put on incorruption.
1Corinthians 15:53 For this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal [must] put on immortality
Neither Man, nor his soul is immortal at this
time. As shown above, immortality is not given to the
saved until Jesus returns and resurrects them.
It is clear that Plato and many Greek philosophers
taught the soul was indestructible. However Jesus and
James taught the soul was destructible.
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
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which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
James 1:21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and
superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness
the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.
"God only saved your soul when you were born again.
Your body has not yet been saved; see 1 John 3:1–3 and
Philippians 3:20–21. When you got saved, your soul was
justified and made right before God, and you received
the imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ (Romans 3–4).
Your dead spirit was regenerated by the Holy Ghost, and
a new man in Jesus Christ was created in you. But what
happened to your body? Well, nothing — yet."
- The Books of the General Epistles Vol. I James, 1
Peter, 2 Peter by Peter S. Ruckman B.A., B.D., M.A.,
TH.M., Ph.D.
Again, Paul taught that immortality is only
achieved through the gospel.
2Timothy 1:10 But is now made manifest by the
appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath
abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality
to light through the gospel:
"The belief in the immortality of the soul came to the
Jews from contact with Greek thought and chiefly
through the philosophy of Plato, its principal
exponent…" (The Jewish Encyclopedia, www.jewish
encyclopedia.com for "immortality")
The belief that the soul continues its existence
after the dissolution of the body is nowhere expressly
taught in Holy Scriptures.
"The belief in the immortality of the soul came to
the Jews from contact with Greek thought and chiefly
through the philosophy of Plato its principle exponent,
who was led to it through Orphic and Eleusinian
mysteries in which Babylonian and Egyptian views were
strangely blended" (The Jewish Encyclopedia, article,
"Immortality of the Soul").
Many of the early theologians and scholars of the
professing Christian religion - including such men as
Origen, Tertullian and Augustine - were closely
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associated with Platonism.
Tertullian (A.D. 155-220), for example, wrote: "For
some things are known even by nature: the immortality
of the soul, the instance, is held by many. "... I may
use, therefore, the opinion of Plato", when he
declares: "Every soul is immortal" (The Ante-Nicene
Fathers, vol. III). Tertullian was the first major
“Author of Confusion” in regards to the Bible’s
teaching regarding God’s ultimate plan for mankind. He
lived from about 160 to 220 A.D., and as Thomson puts
it, “He was the first one to set about systematically
to explain the Scriptures in the Latin tongue of North
Africa, and the first theologian to establish a
technical Latin terminology for Christianity. It is no
exaggeration to say that the choice of terms of this
Latin scholar has profoundly affected all succeeding
theological thought. It is to Tertullian that we owe
such terms as trinity, substance, person, redemption,
justification, sanctification, sacrament, and many
more, including probably such as perdition, perish,
destroy, punish, torment, damnation, dispensation,
predestination, revelation, priest, mediator, minister,
congregation, propitiation -all terms from the Latin,
although it is possible some of these may be due to
Jerome.
Notice, it is the opinion of Plato that
Tertullian cites!
Augustine of Hippo (A.D. 354-430) - held to be
the greatest thinker of Christian antiquity also taught
the immaterial and spiritual nature of the human soul.
But notice the source of his teachings. "He [Augustine]
fused the religion of the New Testament with the
Platonic tradition of Greek philosophy."
"Augustine, took Tertullian’s ideas and propagated
them. Origen. Thomson says it this way: “What Origen
was, about the same period, to Greek or Eastern
Christianity, Tertullian was to Latin or Western
Christianity.” Origen was a native Greek speaker who
was reading the New Testament in its original language.
Tertullian was a Latin speaker who did not know Greek
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very well, as we see from the following quote about him
taken from the Catholic Resource Network’s Dawson
Newsletter, Spring 1994:
" “An advocate; conversant with the Roman law,
possessing also a rich fund of knowledge, he lacked the
thorough grammatical training of his successor
(Cyprian). Notwithstanding this lack - perhaps in part
because of it, since a thorough Greek training might
have cost him something of his native vigor of
expression- he had for his task to create much of the
language for those spiritual truths which were then new
to the Latin tongue. He had also to formulate the
requirements of Christianity upon the conduct of men in
terms suited to that legal bias which characterized the
Roman social and political fabric.
Here it can be seen that Tertullian, possibly the
most influential “thought leader” in Christian history
since the times in which the Bible was written (at
least in the centuries that followed him – in his own
day he apparently did not have more influence than
Origen), did not have thorough grammatical training in
Greek! This is the man who created (invented and/or
expressed in Latin) terminology, theological terms
(ways of talking about God) that would dominate the
thinking of “Christianity” for hundreds of years (even
to today)! This is the man who had for his task to
create much of the language for those spiritual
“truths”, which were then new to the Latin tongue! Not
everything Tertullian taught was absolutely wrong, but
that his creativity with the Latin language to talk
about God and the theological ideas that language
creativity gave birth to, should not have been so
blindly followed by centuries of theologians since the
dark ages.
The following quote from The Fathers of the Third
Century by Rev. George A. Jackson expresses the extent
to which Tertullian was creative in the terminology he
used about God:
"But what Latin it was that Tertullian suddenly
dared to write! It was without precedent in the
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literary field...a language which accordingly is filled
with loanwords and new coinage to describe the new
facts and ideas of the Christian daily life. It
observes and adopts at the same time even in
grammatical details the language actually spoken by the
society of Carthage (Latin), and by the people whom
Tertullian knew, observed and sought out. But above all
it was Tertullian's own language, an expression of his
violent creative power...
A lot of these people that talk like this about
Tertullian seem to be enthralled with the fact that he
“did more than any other writer to create the language
of the church.” There is danger in a man who doesn’t
have a great grasp of Greek (or Hebrew) using his
“creative power” to “suddenly dare” to write in a way
that was “without precedent in the literary field”
using language “filled with loanwords and new coinage”
(invented words and terms) to talk about God, It's
quite unsettling just to think about how the world’s
perception of God’s plans and character and nature
eventually ended up being defined for hundreds and
hundreds of years by a man like this, who didn’t have a
solid grasp of Greek and was purposefully 'creative' in
his Latin terminology and by extension in his
theology."
So up until his time, Roman Christianity had been
essentially Greek in form, but when he embraced it,
Latin terms and thoughts were introduced, which
gradually but steadily altered the whole character of
its teaching, and paved the way for the Roman Catholic
system of dogma." Dr. Swete was an Anglican theologian at
the time of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th
century. His works are still valuable today. One of the
terms introduced by Tertullian was ‘satisfaction.’
Harnack, in the compilation of his lectures entitled
What is Christianity? and in The History of Dogma,
employed his historical method in order to uncover the
immutable nature of Christian faith. Harnack further
asserted that sound knowledge of the past is necessary
for a personal appropriation of the message of the
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Gospel. For Harnack, historical knowledge was demanded
from every Christian, not only the historian.
"He was the first to regard definitely such ascetic
performances as “satisfaction” as propitiatory
offerings by which the sinner could make amends to God.’
According to Tertullian, a comparatively brief ascetic
punishment inflicted by the believer on himself took
the place of what the damned were awarded - eternal
punishment.”
"But Tertullian was the individual who set this
current in motion. Through his powerful instrumentality
Christendom, at the critical juncture, took the wrong
turn, and his influence still prevails. Neander says of
him, that his mind was often at a loss for suitable
forms of phraseology, as he had more within him than he
could express, and for this purpose he was obliged to
create a language for the new spiritual matter, out of
the rude Punic Latin. It has been said that Tertullian
often makes use of words not found in general use
outside of the very early writers, and that he often
imparts to words a new or unusual force. Tertullian was
“the man in whose hands (eventually) reclined the fate
of the word eternal” (due to choices future generations
made to go with Tertullian’s outlook on this issue
rather than Origen’s).
Augustine lived from the year 354 to 430, and was
the first major figure in church history to take
Tertullian’s creative Latin
translations/terminology/ideas and propagate them in
order to powerfully advance the idea of “eternal”
punishment in a very influential way. He took
Tertullian’s theological ideas, many of which were
based on Latin terms that often did not accurately or
adequately communicate the meaning of the Greek, and
ramped them up. Augustine was not reading the Bible in
its original languages, but in Latin, and he freely
admitted, “I know but little Greek.” Of course it is no
surprise that the second major figure in church history
to give a major push to the doctrine of “eternal”
punishment, like his ideological forefather Tertullian,
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did not have a very solid grasp of Greek. He and
Tertullian did not have access to nearly the multitude
of Bible study tools, concordances, scholarly works,
etc. that we have access to today, through which people
that are not Greek experts can learn what many
different scholars say about key Greek words, and more
importantly, easily study each instance of how any
Greek word is used in Scripture.
Origen, who was very influential, did not believe
in eternal punishment, and he lived at about the same
time as Tertullian lived. And even Augustine himself
made it clear that during his time “very many”
Christians did not believe in “endless torments”.
Charles Pridgeon, president and founder of the
Pittsburgh Bible Institute, quotes Augustine in
Encheirid. ad Laurent, c. 29:
“There are very many in our day, who though not denying
the Holy Scriptures, do not believe in endless
torments.” Augustine said there were very many
Christians in his day who did not believe in “endless
torments” but still embraced the Holy Scriptures. This
is a far cry from many Christians today who will start
using words like “cult” or “heresy” if they hear anyone
dare to assert that hell is not in the Bible.
Augustine’s view was obviously not commonly accepted by
much of Christianity back then, because he himself
stated there were “very many” Christians who took Bible
very seriously but did not believe in “endless
torments”.
So according to Augustine himself, even as late as
the 4th and early 5th century there were “very many”
Christians who believed the Bible to be the inspired
Word of God but did not believe in eternal punishment.
Let’s look at some other historical evidence from
around that time and earlier, to see if eternal
punishment was the typical, normal, or standard belief
among Christians."
Augustine was the first writer to undertake a long
and elaborate defense of the doctrine of endless
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punishment and to disprove its challengers. He assumed
and insisted that the words defining the duration of
punishment in the New Testament taught its endlessness
and aionion in the original Greek meant interminable
duration. He claimed that although aion signifies
limited as well as endless duration, the Greeks only
used aionios to mean endless.
He confessed that he did not know Greek. He even
said he 'hates Greek' and the grammar learning of the
Greeks. It is an error in judgment that generations of
scholars should take the opinion in a matter of Greek
definition from one who admits that he had learned
almost nothing of Greek and was not competent to read
and understand the language and rejected the position
held by those who were born Greeks. But his powerful
influence established his doctrine till it came to rule
the over centuries. Augustine always quoted the New
Testament from the old Latin version, the Itala, from
which the Vulgate was formed, instead of the original
Greek.
Augustine claimed that since aionion in Matthew
25:46 referred to both eternal life and eternal
(everlasting) punishment, it had to carry the same
duration in both cases. However, he failed to consider
that the duration of aionion is determined by the
subject to which it refers. For example, when aionion
referred to the duration of Jonah’s entrapment in the
fish, it was limited to three days. To a slave, aionion
referred to his life span. To the Aaronic priesthood,
it referred to the generation preceding the Melchizedek
priesthood. To Solomon’s temple, it referred to 400
years. To God it encompasses and transcends time
altogether.
Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.
The punishment (or wages) of sin according to
Scripture is always death. Romans 6:23 and many other
scriptures state this very clearly,
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
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Lord.
And how long will this punishment of death last?
Remember, this verse is taking place while sinners are
standing before God and know that He can bring anyone
back from death. Perhaps God will raise them back to
life to enjoy the Kingdom they will clearly see in
front of them? No, they will be told they will miss out
on the joy of being alive forever. Their sentence and
punishment of death (with ho hope of resurrection)
will last forever. That is why he tells them it is
everlasting punishment. It is a complete shame that
believers have such a low view on the gift of life and
existence from God that they do not believe having a
person’s life removed is a punishment. Yet it is a
punishment. And that punishment will last forever.
Why should those early professing Christian
scholars have resorted to the opinions of pagan Greek
philosophers? If Hell is real, why are its roots in
paganism, rather than the Bible? Many nations
surrounding Israel in the Old Testament believed in
Hell-like punishment in the afterlife, for they served
bloodthirsty and evil "gods", while Israel simply
taught the grave (Sheol) and a hope of a resurrection.
Why was the revelation of hell first given to pagan
nations, instead of God's covenant people? Did God
expect Israel to learn about the afterlife from the
Pagan Gentiles? If so, why did He repeatedly warn
Israel to not learn of their ways? Could it also be
that the immortal soul doctrine is clearly not
supported in the Holy Scriptures?
During the Jewish captivity Chaldean, Persian,
Egyptian doctrines and other Oriental ideas influenced
the Mosaic religion. There was a great mixture of
systems of faith because the thought was that no one
form alone was complete and sufficient, but that each
system possessed a portion of the perfect truth. The
prevailing state of mind was from a variety of sources
and Christianity did not escape that influence.
Some of the endless punishment doctrines were
integrated into Jewish thought during various
1867

captivities. When the doctrine of endless punishment
began to be taught in the Christian Church, it was not
derived from the Scriptures. Some of it came from the
uncivilized, non-Jewish converts to Christianity and
from other pagan sources. Pagan converts accepted
Christ but brought with them into their new church that
doctrine which had for centuries been taught in nonChristian, non-Jewish lands. These doctrines neither
Moses nor Christ accepted. And having received the idea
from their traditions, it was natural that the early
Christians should transfer it to the Bible and seek to
find it there. That non-Christian, non-Jewish sources
invented this doctrine is undeniable. Much of the
Christian understanding of Hell has more to do with Old
World mythology than anything from the Bible. We
realize we are making highly controversial statements
now, but let's start with a little history.
Dr. Edward Beecher says that the state of facts
regarding the leading theological schools of the
Christian world in the age of Origen and some centuries
after? It was, in brief, this:
"There were at least six original theological
schools in the church at large. Of these six schools
one, and only one, was decidedly and earnestly in favor
of the doctrine of future eternal punishment. One was
in favor of the annihilation of the wicked. Two were in
favor of the doctrine of universal restoration on the
principles of Origen and two in favor of universal
restoration on the principles of Theodore of Mopsuestia.
There were four times as many Universal Salvation
theological schools where clergymen were educated as
there were schools in which endless punishment was
taught, even as late as 300AD. But from that time
onward as darkness increased the non-Christian, nonJewish ideas were more and more transferred to the
Bible till they entirely obscured the truth. It was not
until the light of the Reformation began to dawn that
this error began to be removed from the Scriptures so
the meaning of the inspired authors could be
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understood."
<https://richardwaynegarganta.com/Bible%20Threatenings%20Explained.htm>

According to the testimony of the historian
Josephus, the most likely origin of "hell" in the Bible
was the beliefs and teachings of the major Judaic sects,
particularly the Pharisees "Their [the Pharisees]
belief is that there is an undying power in souls and
that, 'under the ground'*, there is an accounting to
reward and punish those who were righteous or
unrighteous in [this] life. Eternal punishment is
offered to the latter, but re-creation in a new life to
the former. Because of these ideas, they [the Pharisees]
are the most persuasive among the citizens. And all the
sacrifice and prayer offered to God happens to be
according to their exegesis [of scripture]. The "most
persuasive?" Josephus said the Pharisees were the most
persuasive sect specifically because of their teachings
about the afterlife and hell.
* The phrase "under the ground" is significant because
the ancient Greeks had a dogma of a pit deep
underground where the souls of the "wicked" were
perpetually tormented. This deep, dark, fiery pit
(Tartarus) was a region within Hades. According to
Greek mythology, the souls of the blessed went to the
heavenly regions of Hades, while the souls of the
damned went to Tartarus, which is one of the places we
now call "hell" (2 Peter 2:4 KJV)." But there is
absolutely no reason to believe this mythological place
really exists. After all, the Greek 'hell' was guarded
by monsters, contained giants and defeated gods known
as the 'Titans' and was ruled by three gods, not a
single omnipotent God. According to Plato, Rhadamanthus
judged Asian souls, Aeacus judged European souls and
Minos judged Greek souls. Tartarus was clearly a place
of myth and was cynically used to establish a reign of
terror over the poor and gullible.
What is Tartarus?
In ancient Greek mythology, Tartarus was a horrible
pit of torment in the afterlife. It was lower than even
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Hades, the place of the dead. According to the Greeks,
Tartarus was populated by ferocious monsters and the
worst of criminals. The Jewish concept of the Greek
Tartarus was an equivalent of Tehom, the abyss from
Genesis 1:2. Tartarus is specifically reserved for
angels imprisonment before the final days when all
unrighteous beings are thrown into the Lake Of Fire.
Tehom (Hebrew:
םi)תּה, literally the Deep or Abyss
(Greek ábyssos), refers to the Great Deep of the
primordial waters of creation in the Bible. Tehom is a
cognate of the Akkadian word tamtu and Ugaritic t-h-m
which have similar meaning. As such it was equated with
the earlier Sumerian Tiamat.
The English word "hell," the Hebrew word "Sheol"
and the Greek word "Hades" all have ancient meanings,
that of an underground region that is concealed, hidden,
dark and unseen. This makes perfect sense because
graves are underground, hidden, dark and unseen.
4l2) That the Greek word 'Tartarus' is mistranslated to
mean hell is self-evident because currently Satan and
his angels are free to roam the Earth, as spirits of
the air within the confines of the Earth’s atmosphere,
tempting and deceiving the world. However, they do
remain chained in a prison of spiritual darkness until
their final judgment in the Lake of Fire. When God
renewed the face of the Earth and its heaven (Earth’s
atmosphere) at the beginning of the Adamic Age,
approximately six thousand years ago, Satan and his
fallen angels received a relative degree of freedom of
movement when they became the spirits of the air, able
to roam over the Earth’s surface to tempt and deceive
mankind. Although consigned to Tartarus, it would seem
that some or all of the demons have the ability to roam
the Earth as well. Demons, however, do not have bodies
and thus do not “roam the Earth” the way we do. Their
“roaming” is more an indication of their capacity to
influence than their ability to move from one place to
another.
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It is interesting to note that the word “hell” is
derived from the Old English ‘helan,’ which means “to
conceal or cover;” hence in Old English literature one
may find references to the helling of potatoes — that
is, putting them into pits in the ground — and
the helling of a house, meaning to cover it with a
thatched roof. “Hell” therefore was originally an
accurate description of Sheol because it properly gave
the image of souls concealed in a pit in the
netherworld until their resurrection on judgment day.
Of course, 'hell' has taken on a radical change in
meaning in the centuries since.
Hell is a man-invented, pagan, unchristian,
heretical belief that was first embraced and
Christianized by Roman Catholicism, and incorporated
into the Bible by Jerome through his Latin Vulgate in
the early history of Christianity. Jerome mistranslated
as many as four different words to mean hell. These
words are: one Hebrew word Sheol, and three Greek
words Hades, Tartarus and Gehenna. These words do not
mean hell. Many Biblical translations do not contain
the word “Hell” even a single time. We gave detailed
definitions of these words, We will clearly explain the
true biblical meanings of these words and how they are
used in the Scriptures.
Hell - Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament
Words
HELL
[ 1,,G1067, geenna ]
represents the Hebrew Ge-Hinnom (the valley of Tophet)
and a corresponding Aramaic word; it is found twelve
times in the NT, eleven of which are in the Synoptists,
in every instance as uttered by the Lord Himself.
* For complete charts containing all the words in the
Hebrew and Greek Scriptures which are translated Hell
in some English Bible translations please see the
Appendix. Some translated Bible versions are without
the pagan Hell and the pagan concept of everlasting
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punishment.
Thayer’s Greek Definitions
G1067 γέεννα geenna 1) Hell is the place of the future
punishment called “Gehenna” or “Gehenna of fire”. This
was originally the valley of Hinnom, south of Jerusalem,
where the filth and dead animals of the city were cast
out and burned; a fit symbol of the wicked and their
future destruction.’
"The fact that “the Gehenna of fire” is “fire
eonian”(ai ̄onion; Matt.18:8,9) affords us no reason to
claim that it is an endless fire, and, therefore, that
it is a fire that is to be identified with so-called
“ever-lasting punishment.” Indeed, the fact that,
following the kingdom eon, the valley of Gehenna,
together with the entire earth, will be dissolved by
combustion (2 Peter 3:10-13; cp Rev.20:11; 21:1),
proves that Gehenna fire is not everlasting fire but
eonian fire. “Eonian” (of-eon) is the adjectival form
of“eon.” In every usage, it denotes not endlessness,
but that which pertains to or is concerned with one or
all of the eons."
< 'The Soul and the Unseen and The Gehenna of Fire'
https://s3.amazonaws.com/unsearchablerich/Typeset+Books+on+Website/What+is+Soul%2C+and+Gehenna+of+Fire+(sequential).pdf>

It was pagan Greek poets who created the myth of
eternal damnation and punishment. Poets like Dante and
Milton would later add vivid, disturbing, terrifying
pictures of the torments of 'hell'. But there is no
evidence in the Bible to support the idea that God ever
mentioned such a place. If the Apostle Paul didn't
speak about "hell", why should any Christian believe in
it? Paul never mentioned hell when he was preaching to
the unbelieving Athenians in the book of Acts. Paul, the
apostle to the nations, never used the word “hell” once.
King James didn’t put the word in Paul’s mouth. So if
Paul didn't mention "hell", having been in Jesus' inner
circle, then how can there be a 'hell'? If Jesus had
believed in an "eternal hell" surely he would have told
Paul about it and warned about it in His preaching
during his earthly ministry. But He never did. That is
because Christianity did not adopt their current
definition of hell from the Romans until 500 AD.
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4d) Why did Paul never proclaim this doctrine of
eternal torture?
Paul fully proclaimed the whole counsel of God by
plainly declaring:
• That those who live a lifestyle of unrepentant sin
"deserve death" Romans 1:32
• That "all who sin apart from the law will
also perish apart from the law" Romans 2:12
• That sin "leads to death" Romans 6:16
• That sin "results in death" Romans 6:21
• That "the wages of sin is death" Romans 6:23
• That those who live according to the sinful nature
"will die" Romans 8:13
• That the gospel is foolishness "to those who
are perishing" 1 Corinthians 1:18
• That those who preach the gospel are "the smell
of death" "to those who are perishing" 2
Corinthians 2:15-16S
• That the Old Testament law "kills" and ultimately
brings "death" 2 Corinthians 3:6-7
• That the gospel is "veiled to those who
are perishing" 2 Corinthians 4:3
• That those who please the sinful nature "from that
nature will reap destruction" Galatians 6:8
• That "they will be destroyed" Philippians 1:28
• That "their destiny is destruction"
Philippians 3:19
• That "they will be punished with everlasting
destruction" 2 Thessalonians 1:9
• That they "are perishing" 2 Thessalonians 2:10
• That "they perish because they refused to love the
truth and so be saved" 2 Thessalonians 2:10
• That "Christ Jesus...has destroyed death" 2
Timothy 1:10
• That they are like worthless land that will "in the
end...be burned" Hebrews 6:8
• That sins are "acts that lead to death"
Hebrews 9:14
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That raging fire "will consume the enemies of God"
Hebrews 10:27
• That those who "shrink back" in unbelief will be
"destroyed" Hebrews 10:39
In various ways with various words the Apostle Paul
was sure to repeatedly declare precisely what would
happen to those who foolishly reject the gospel. He was
sure to do this because God appointed him to fully
proclaim the whole counsel of God. Paul didn't hide any
aspect of the truth including the awful truth that
those who reject the Messiah will be utterly destroyed
by the raging, consuming fire of the Lord. If words
have any meaning at all then this is what we must
conclude.
If Jesus supposedly preached eternal torture, as
many contend, then Paul would have certainly backed it
up. Yet Paul taught no such thing because Jesus taught
no such thing, not to mention the Bible they taught
from, the Old Testament, teaches no such thing.
Scholars understood that the concept of a heathen
hell was early adopted by the Catholic church and that
almost its entire details afterwards entered into the
creeds of Catholic and Protestant churches up to a
century ago. History records distinctly than that the
Greek and Roman Pagans borrowed from the Egyptians and
that some of the early Christians thoroughly
appropriated the doctrines of the Egyptians, Greeks and
Romans concerning post-mortem punishment. This served
to gradually corrupt the "simplicity that is in Christ"
using the same sources that the Jews at the time of
Christ used to corrupt their religion. The first
Christians also brought heathen additions into their
new faith, so that very early the doctrine of the
endless torment began to be accepted.
This document focuses on all the facts listed below:
•
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<Hell Letters*: Exposing the Myth: How Hell Got into the Church and the Good News of the Original Gospel
by Paul Kurts >

"HELL LETTERS demonstrates how the doctrine of hell and eternal torment came into the church in the
fifth century AD through the efforts of St. Jerome and St. Augustine, with the translation of the Latin
Vulgate, when the words hell and eternal torment and eternal damnation replaced the original meaning in
various passages. The concept of hell and eternal torment was not preached in the early church for the
first five hundred years of its existence. A positive gospel of love and reconciliation for humanity was. It
was a positive message of hope, love, and the assurance of one's salvation in Jesus Christ. The effort of
this book is to recapture that first love of the gospel, which is good news for everyone."
<https://www.scribd.com/book/387803776/Hell-Letters-Exposingthe-Myth-How- Hell-Got-into-the-Church-and-the-Good-News-ofthe-Original-Gospel>
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"Today, even the church is drawing back from the
hell myth, realizing that it has no biblical basis and
is simply incompatible with a loving God.
"Hell is not a place of fire and eternal suffering, he
says. He describes it as separation from God, chosen by
people using their free will, and only symbolically
described as a fiery place of torment as a strongly
portrayed reminder of the freedom from death believers
have. He refers to the descriptions of torment as
"improper use of Biblical images"
- Pope John Paul II discussing hell
<https://30ce.com/helltoday.htm>

Considering the Bible as a whole it becomes obvious
that "hell" was created by human beings, not by God.
Where is there any verse in the Bible that clearly
announced the creation or purpose of "hell"? There are
no such verses anywhere in the Bible. The Bible is
completely, absolutely silent about the most important
event in human history: the creation of a place called
"hell" and the change of the ultimate penalty for
unbelievers from death to eternal damnation.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
" Romans 6:23 can be a reference to eternal death in the
case of a lost man."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Romans Commentary (The
Bible Believers Commentary Series)
Everyone went to Sheol/Hades upon death, not just
unbelievers. To condemn a person or nation to
Sheol/Hades was to say that they would die or be
destroyed or vanish from this Earth, not suffer eternal
punishment. Therefore the occurrences of "hell" in the
King James Version (KJV) are blatant mistranslations.
To repeat:
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Only God has immortality:
1Timothy 6:16 Who only hath immortality, dwelling in
the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man
hath seen, nor can see: to whom [be] honour and power
everlasting. Amen.
But He offers it to believers through the gospel:
2Timothy 1:10 But is now made manifest by the
appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath
abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality
to light through the gospel:
Thus, the concept of the immortality of an
unbeliever's soul is unbiblical. Immortality is
reserved only for those who put their faith in Jesus.
Therefore, apart from the gospel, there is no
immortality.
Returning to the topic of Gehenna, when one looks
at history, it can be seen that Gehenna was quite
literally a place of perpetual fire. The valley
contained so much trash that the bodies would burn
'perpetually' without end. Thus, the fire could
accurately be labeled as 'fire that's never quenched'.
The dump was filled with so many bodies that the worms
would never die from lack of sustenance. Isaiah 66:24
records this scene:
Isaiah 66:24 And they shall go forth, and look upon
the carcases of the men that have transgressed against
me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their
fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto
all flesh.
Remember the word 'aversion' ('abhorrence') we
will discuss in
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Isaiah 66:24 below (it will become important in a
discussion which soon follows).:
“This is the contrast between the people who will be
enjoying the benefits of the Lord in the millennium, coming
there to worship and honor Him and the contrast is the
people in hell who didn't do what they were supposed to do.
They ate of the abominations. There will be a lake of fire
on the earth. And people will be able to look at these
carcases.”
Dr. Estep
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Isaiah 66:24 And they shall go forth, and look upon the
carcases of the men that have transgressed against me: for
their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be
quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh.
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◄ 1860. deraon ►
Strong's Concordance
deraon: aversion, abhorrence
Original Word: ְדּ ָראוֹן
Part of Speech: Noun Masculine
Transliteration: deraon
Phonetic Spelling: (der-aw-one')
Definition: aversion, abhorrence
Brown-Driver-Briggs
 דּ ָראוֹ ןnoun masculine aversion, abhorrence, absolute ׳ד
Isaiah 66:24 object of abhorrence; construct דּ ְראוֹ ן
everlasting abhorrence Daniel 12:2
Jesus quotes Isaiah 66:24 in Mark 9:47-48.
Mark 9:47 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out:
it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God
with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell
fire*:
*Gehenna of fire Mark 9:47 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out:
it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God
with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell
fire*:
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Mark 9:48 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is
not quenched.

Jesus is quoting Isaiah 66:24 here, in which it is
says explicitly that it is corpses being consumed by
fire and maggots (worms) — not living beings.*
*This document proves the fact that maggots feed only
on dead tissue.
The phrase “dieth not” is used several times in the
Hebrew Scriptures and does not mean 'will never die'
(Genesis 42:20; Exodus 30:20; Jeremiah 38:24). It means
that someone or something will not die at a particular
time or in a particular context. In Isaiah 66:24 that
context is the consumption of corpses. So their worm,
it is promised, will not die before fully consuming the
bodies. And like other tenacious scavengers that are
difficult to prevent from fully consuming their corpses
(Deuteronomy 28:26; Jeremiah 7:33), the irresistible
and complete consumption of the dead by the worms makes
their shame permanent and everlasting.
A fire which “is not quenched” is not a fire that
will never go out. The primary meaning of quench is “to
extinguish.” The biblical picture here is of a fire
that cannot be quenched, a fire which cannot be
prevented from fully consuming its fuel (2 Kings 22:17;
Isaiah 34:10; Jeremiah 7:20; 17:27; Ezekiel 20:47).
Isaiah 66:24 shows the contrast between the people
who will be enjoying the benefits of the Lord in the
Millennium, coming there to worship and honor Him and
the contrast is the people in Gehenna who didn't do
what they were supposed to do. They ate of the
abominations.There will be a lake of fire on the Earth.
And people will be able to look at these carcases until
they become ashes under people’s feet. This chapter of
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Isaiah, and the book as a whole, ends with the wicked
having been reduced to lifeless, smoldering, maggotridden corpses. This is then the eternal destruction of
which Paul speaks, being destroyed, rendered lifeless,
and soulless, never to be resurrected and live again.
Thus, it is a clear statement about Gehenna ('hell')
and must be looked at in the context of Isaiah 66. The
word "Gehenna" is what Jesus used whenever he spoke of
"hell" That was the name of the garbage dump in
Jerusalem. Gehenna is not "hell" either, but a physical
location in Israel known in Hebrew as Gehinnom, or the
Valley of Hinnom. Today Gehenna is a park and tourist
attraction.** Archeological discoveries have been made
there, such as the healing pool of Siloam and Bible
verses inscribed on small silver amulets. Those verses
include
Numbers 6:25 The LORD make his face shine upon thee,
and be gracious unto thee:
Those are wonderful words to have been found in
'hell'! **Note: the lake returns after the Millennium.
So Jesus' listeners would not have understood Jesus
as speaking of eternal torment here. Gehenna was a
place where worms and fires lived, but never people. The
very word “Gehenna” itself is an unmistakable example
of literal everlasting destruction, as Gehenna, the
biblical word mistranslated as “hell”, in reference to
thelake of fire, was a very certain symbol of
destruction, which all of Jesus’ listeners readily
understood.
In Isaiah 66:24 there are believers, (the "they" in
verse Isaiah 66:24), going out to look upon the very
place tradition labels as 'hell', are able to look.
Isaiah clearly states that they will see those in
Gehenna clearly in verse 24, "And they shall go forth,
and look upon the carcases" The Bible is unclear on
whether raptured believers will be able to 'look upon'
the suffering in Gehenna, but they will eventually
return to Earth to fight in the battle of Armageddon.
('carcasses' - Hebrew: pegerim = dead bodies).
As we earlier pointed out, Jesus quotes these words
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(Isaiah 66:24) in one of His own famous statements
about final punishment (Mark 9:48).
Mark 9:48 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is
not quenched.
and this is the basis for much Christian teaching on
hell ever since. It is important to look carefully,
therefore, at what the verse actually says.
In Isaiah 66:24 those 'enjoying the benefits of the
Lord' go out and "look" on their enemies corpses. They
look at corpses (dead bodies) not living people. They
view their destruction, not their torment. Other Bible
verses mention "worms" in connection with dead bodies.
Several kinds of flies lay eggs in the flesh of
carcasses, which hatch into larvae known as maggots.
These serve a beneficial purpose in hastening
decomposition. They are also a symbol of shameful
disgrace because they attack only bodies deprived of
burial. Like Jezebel, these corpses are left unburied;
they are "loathsome" to all who see them.
2Kings 9:10 And the dogs shall eat Jezebel in the
portion of Jezreel, and [there shall be] none to bury
[her]. And he opened the door, and fled.
Because this fire is "not quenched" or extinguished,
until it completely consumes what is put into it. The
figure of unquenchable fire is frequent in Scripture
and signifies a fire that consumes ->
Ezekiel 20:47 And say to the forest of the south, Hear
the word of the LORD; Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold,
I will kindle a fire in thee, and it shall devour every
green tree in thee, and every dry tree: the flaming
flame shall not be quenched, and all faces from the
south to the north shall be burned therein.
Ezekiel 20:48 And all flesh shall see that I the LORD
have kindled it: it shall not be quenched.
-> reduces to nothing ->
Amos 5:5 But seek not Bethel, nor enter into Gilgal,
and pass not to Beersheba: for Gilgal shall surely go
into captivity, and Bethel shall come to nought.
Amos 5:6 Seek the LORD, and ye shall live; lest he
break out like fire in the house of Joseph, and devour
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[it], and [there be] none to quench [it] in Bethel.
or burns up something ->
Matthew 3:12 Whose fan [is] in his hand, and he will
throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into
the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with
unquenchable fire.
"burn up" - "consume wholly. Greek G2618 katakaiō to
burn down (to the ground), that is, consume wholly: burn (up, utterly). It signifies to completely, utterly,
totally destroy with fire.
Is the unquenchable fire a fire which will never
die out and therefore the unsaved must forever provide
the fire with fuel to burn? The Bible consistently uses
the idiom of unquenchable fire to refer to exactly the
opposite. To quench does not mean to die out, at least
not primarily. Rather, it means to put out. A fire that
is unquenchable is one that we cannot extinguish and
therefore it relentlessly and completely consumes that
which it burns. The Greek word translated burn up is
katakaiō and means “burn down completely.” It is not a
generic burning; it is an utter consumption by fire.
Ezekiel 20:47 And say to the forest of the south, Hear
the word of the LORD; Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold,
I will kindle a fire in thee, and it shall devour every
green tree in thee, and every dry tree: the flaming
flame shall not be quenched, and all faces from the
south to the north shall be burned therein.
Jeremiah 17:27 But if ye will not hearken unto me to
hallow the sabbath day, and not to bear a burden, even
entering in at the gates of Jerusalem on the sabbath
day; then will I kindle a fire in the gates thereof,
and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem, and it
shall not be quenched.
These verses are not saying that trees and
buildings will burn forever. When that Hebrew word
translated devour or consume describes what fire does,
it means to burn down completely. Jesus uses the idiom
in the same way. The Greek word translated burn up is
katakaiō and means “burn down completely.” It is not a
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generic burning; it is an utter consumption by fire.
Katakaiō means to burn up or consume by fire, not a
generalized burning but being burned down completely.
Thayer contrasts this meaning by the use of this term
in the Septuagint translation of Exodus 3:2, where the
bush was burning but was not consumed (κατακαίω). Jesus
uses the word in Matthew 13:30 and Matthew 13:40, in
the parable of the wheat and the tares. He said that
just as the tares in the parable are utterly consumed,
so too will his angels throw sinners into a furnace of
fire, recalling Malachi 4 and its imagery of the wicked
being reduced to ashes like chaff in a furnace of fire.
Strong's #2618:
katakaio (pronounced kat-ak-ah'-ee-o)
from 2596 and 2545; to burn down (to the ground), i.e.
consume wholly:--burn (up, utterly).
Thayer's Greek Lexicon:
katakaiō
1) to burn up, consume by fire
Part of Speech: verb
Relation: from G2596 and G2545
Thayer points out its distinct meaning as evident
from its use in the Septuagint translation of Exodus
3:2:
Exodus 3:2 And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him
in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he
looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the
bush [was] not consumed.
where the bush was burning, but was not katakaiō or
consumed. Jesus says the chaff, however, will be
consumed, will be burned down completely. And so the
traditionalist view of hell as a place of everlasting
suffering works in exactly the opposite direction,
supporting the final destruction of the wicked.
Isaiah 30:33 For Tophet [is] ordained of old; yea, for
the king it is prepared; he hath made [it] deep [and]
large: the pile thereof [is] fire and much wood; the
breath of the LORD, like a stream of brimstone, doth
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kindle it.
- speaks of God’s fiery vengeance using Gehenna,
likening it to a funeral pyre, which is a pile of wood
for burning up corpses. This is consistent with what
Jesus said about the fate of the unsaved in the
previous text we examined, his reference to Gehenna
here warns about final punishment. Jesus says the lost
will be slaughtered in 'hell' and burned up.
Both worms and fire speak of a total and final
destruction. Both terms also make this a "loathsome"
scene. The righteous view it with disgust but not pity.
The final picture is one of shame, not endless pain.
Is this not what happened to Sodom and Gomorrah? They
became ashes and the surrounding town's people could
eventually walk through there with amazement and see
ashes everywhere of those who were incinerated.
Note that the apostle Peter draws this same
conclusion 2Peter 2:6 And turning the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrha into ashes condemned [them] with an overthrow,
making [them] an ensample unto those that after should
live ungodly;

◄ 5077. tephroó ►
Strong's Concordance
tephroó: to burn to ashes
Original Word: τεφρόω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: tephroó
Phonetic Spelling: (tef-ro'-o)
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Definition: to burn to ashes
Usage: I reduce to ashes, consume, destroy.

Being turned to ashes is the Second Death - 2
Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the second death.
If Sodom is an example to us of the fate of the
ungodly, then their becoming ashes must be the same
fate reserved for the resurrected lost - cremation.
Luke 17:29 But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom
it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed
[them] all.
Sodomites became ashes, Peter tells us the unsaved
will also become ashes, not tormented forever as is
erroneously taught. They eventually became ashes –
cremated when body and soul are destroyed in the lake
of fire. (Matthew 10:28). The lake of fire defines the
Second Death (Revelation 20:14) from which there is no
resurrection. These cities were to be an example to all
wicked men in times to come, of the pains of that
everlasting fire to be inflicted on them in the lake of
fire and brimstone, which is the second death. The
monument of this remains to this day, even the Dead
Sea. The valley of Siddim, where these five cities
stood in former times, was full of brimstone and salt
pits. This has since grown into a vast lake which,
because of the brimstone still floating in it, is
called Laces Asphaltitis or Lake of Brimstone and
because of the salt, Mare Salsum or the Salt Sea The
five cities of the plain have been located and the
evidence is staggering. For the first time in modern
history we have found round balls of brimstone, or
nearly pure sulfur, embedded in an ashen area near the
Dead Sea,
Peter is specifically referring here to what will
happen to the ungodly on judgment day when they are
thrown into the lake of fire - the second death.
(Revelation 21:8) because this will be the only time
that all the ungodly will experience a fate comparable
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to the judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah. If the
incineration of Sodom and Gomorrah is a true,
trustworthy example of what will happen to the ungodly
when they suffer the second death, then we must
conclude that the ungodly will, in fact, be incinerated;
and if it is certain that the Greek word apollumi
definitely refers to absolute incineration
in reference to the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah,
then it naturally follows that apollumi must also refer
to absolute incineration when it is used in reference
to the second death because the incineration of
Sodom and Gomorrah is an example of the second death.
The Bible explicitly teaches that the unsaved will be
completely “burned up” and burned to ashes
The Bible is very clear that the wicked do not
suffer forever and ever and ever. In the Bible we
repeatedly see that the wicked are destroyed. They will
perish, they will be burned up until they will be ashes
under the soles of one's feet, they will be no more,
they will cease to exist, not be endlessly tortured.
Later in this document we will cover numerous verses
that support this fact.
In English, if we say that we something has been
burned, it is not clear how severely it was burned.
This is not true with the Greek word meaning “to burn”,
namely kaio.
The Bible teaches that the unrighteous will be
burned up (katakaio-ed) completely. That this is the
normal, consistent meaning of katakaio may be seen by
its use in the Bible. Here is some review and more new
examples:
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Acts 19:19 Many of them also which used curious arts
brought their books together, and burned (katakaio)
them before all [men]: and they counted the price of
them, and found [it] fifty thousand [pieces] of silver.

◄ 2618. katakaió ►
Strong's Concordance
katakaió: to burn up
Original Word: κατακαίω
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Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: katakaió
Phonetic Spelling: (kat-ak-ah'-ee-o)
Definition: to burn up
Usage: I burn up, consume entirely.
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
burn up
From kata and kaio; to burn down (to the ground), i.e.
Consume wholly -- burn (up, utterly).
see GREEK kata
see GREEK kaio
Katakaio is not the only word used to emphasize
that the unrighteous will be completely, utterly be
burned up in judgment. 'Ashified' is from the Greek
tefroo. In English we turn some nouns into verbs. Just
because we don’t turn “ash” into a verb in English,
doesn’t mean they can’t do it in Greek. In fact, they
do. The Greek word tefroo is a verb derived from the
noun that means “ashes”. Tefroo means to “ashify”, or
to put it into more normal English, “to turn something
into ashes”. This word is used only once in the Bible.
Peter uses it. Why would he use a relatively rare word?
Rare words tend to capture our attention.
Review:
Here’s what Peter wrote:
2Peter 2:6 And turning the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrha into ashes (tefroo) condemned [them] with an
overthrow, making [them] an ensample unto those that
after should live ungodly;
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◄ 5077. tephroó ►
Strong's Concordance
tephroó: to burn to ashes
Original Word: τεφρόω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: tephroó
Phonetic Spelling: (tef-ro'-o)
Definition: to burn to ashes
Usage: I reduce to ashes, consume, destroy.
What should we expect to happen to the ungodly? We
expect them to be burned to ashes, destroyed both body
and soul. When will this happen? Peter is talking
about the final judgment.
This same truth, that the ungodly will not exist
forever as conscious people, but will be completely
burned to ashes (destroyed both body and soul in the
lake of fire (which is the second death)), is also
taught using different words:
This same truth, that the ungodly will not exist
forever as conscious people, but will be completely
burned to ashes, is also taught using different words:
Malachi 4:3 And ye shall tread down the wicked; for
they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the
day that I shall do [this], saith the LORD of hosts.
Hebrews 10:26 For if we sin wilfully after that we
have received the knowledge of the truth, there
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,
The use of the words katakaio, tefroo, and similar
words is not at all consistent with believing in
eternal conscious torment. Are the ashes being
tormented? We already proved that Man does not have an
immoral soul to torment. The Biblical language is
entirely consistent with the Bible’s teaching that the
unsaved will perish (John 3:16), be destroyed in both
soul and body (Matthew 10:28), and experience a second
death (Revelation 20:14).
When the ungodly are thrown into Gehenna (the second
death - destruction of both body and soul), →
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Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and
the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have
their part in the lake which burneth with fire and
brimstone: which is the second death.
→ they will not continue to exist forever as
conscious people. They will be completely consumed by
the fire and burned to ashes. Ashes, smoke, and dust
may remain, but not people.
Death, not eternal torment is the price that must
be paid, even if it's with the unsaved's own blood.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
" Romans 6:23 can be a reference to eternal death in the
case of a lost man."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Romans Commentary (The
Bible Believers Commentary Series)
4e) The consequence for sin is death, (Romans 6:23)
leading to the second death for unrepentant sinners,
not burning forever. God's gift is eternal life, which
is very different from the penalty of sin. God says
that the "wages" of sin (what you "earn" for
transgressing God's law) is death. He does not say that
unrepentant sinners will live eternally in some sort of
torment, but that their suffering will end in the lake
of fire. They will essentially be ‘cut off’ from God.
Psalms 37:38 But the transgressors shall be destroyed
together: the end of the wicked shall be cut off.
The wicked will be no more, they will be cut off,
they will perish. In fact, verse 38 says they will all
be destroyed together, in one place, at one time; But
the meek, those who wait on the LORD, will inherit the
earth and live forever.
The Bible says that those who are judged by God to
be hopelessly evil are going to burn, but not forever.
Those cast into the lake of fire will be burned to
death, the second death, after they had been
resurrected to physical life for judgment. They will be
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burned to ash on that day (ashes don't burn either
alive or forever) i.e. "it shall leave them neither
root nor branch":
Malachi 4:1 For, behold, the day cometh, that shall
burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that
do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh
shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it
shall leave them neither root nor branch.
- Malachi makes it extremely clear. The wicked will
become stubble. They will be ashes under the soles of
the feet of the righteous. In addition we see again
that it will happen all at once: Because the Lord says
that the day is coming when the wicked will be burnt up,
they will be stubble.
'neither root nor branch' - The wicked will be without
Christ, who is referred to as the 'root' and the
'branch' in Scripture (Review).
Isaiah 11:10 And in that day there shall be a root of
Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people;
to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be
glorious.
Zechariah 3:8 Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou,
and thy fellows that sit before thee: for they [are]
men wondered at: for, behold, I will bring forth my
servant the BRANCH.
And we find that this burning has an end because
later on God promises that believers will trample the
wicked since they will be ashes under their feet. God
will not keep them burning forever, but He will finish
this work. God will burn them up in the lake of fire
(the second death (Revelation 21:8).
Malachi chapter 4 describes what will befall those
who persist in rejecting God and His ways. They will be
completely burned up and reduced to ashes (verses 1, 3),
an utter destruction during the reign of Christ (see
also Matthew 10:28). This truth may surprise those who
anticipate that the wicked will be tormented forever in
a fire that never goes out. In spite of its widespread
acceptance, that teaching doesn't come from the Bible.
1893

We see from Malachi 4:1-3 and Mark 9:47-48 that any
human being thrown into the lake of fire will be
destroyed. He/she will perish. Their punishment will be
eternal. But they will not be tormented for Eternity.It
is the results that will be eternal.
Judgment by fire occurs when God destroys Sodom and
Gomorrah:
Genesis 19:24 Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon
Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven;
Genesis 19:25 And he overthrew those cities, and all
the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and
that which grew upon the ground.
- In Leviticus we read about the tragic case of Nadab
and Abihu, who, after disobeying the Lord’s command,
are consumed by fire from the presence of the Lord.
Websters 1828 Dictionary = consume
1. To destroy, by separating the parts of a thing, by decomposition, as by fire, or
eating, devouring, and annihilating the form of a substance. Fire consumes wood,
coal, stubble; animals consume flesh and vegetables.
Leviticus 10:1 And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron,
took either of them his censer, and put fire therein,
and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire
before the LORD, which he commanded them not.
Leviticus 10:2 And there went out fire from the LORD,
and devoured them, and they died before the LORD.
Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu took their censors,
put fire in them and added incense; and they offered
unauthorized fire before the LORD, contrary to his
command. And there went out fire from the LORD, and
devoured them, and they died before the LORD (10:2).
Nadab and Abihu ignored God’s commands and attempted
to approach Him on their own terms. As a result “fire
came out from the presence of the LORD and consumed
them, and they died before the LORD.” Their disregard
of the LORD’s will and attempt to approach Him on their
own terms represents religion as opposed to
Christianity. Religion is the human attempt to connect
with God, whereas Christianity is God connecting with
humanity through Christ. We can either do it our way
or God’s way.
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The fiery consumption of Nadab and Abihu is a
biblical example of what will happen at judgment time
to people who disregard God’s Word and live their lives
with little or no concern of Him. These unbelievers
areonly willing to approach God on their own terms. At
judgment time such people can expect a fire to come out
from the presence of the LORD and consume them. They
will die before the LORD, just as assuredly as Nadab
and Abihu did.
- In Numbers we read of two cases of “fire from the
Lord” consuming people in judgment.
Numbers 11:1 And [when] the people complained, it
displeased the LORD: and the LORD heard [it]; and his
anger was kindled; and the fire of the LORD burnt among
them, and consumed [them that were] in the uttermost
parts of the camp.
Numbers 16:35 And there came out a fire from the LORD,
and consumed the two hundred and fifty men that offered
incense.
- the Lord sends down fire to consume soldiers sent to
apprehend Elijah
2Kings 1:10 And Elijah answered and said to the
captain of fifty, If I [be] a man of God, then let fire
come down from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty.
And there came down fire from heaven, and consumed him
and his fifty.
In these examples, fire is used to consume and destroy
people. These people die.
Fire will in fact consume the wicked completely and
turn them into ashes. After suffering the second death
in the lake of fire they will then be dead forever with
no further hope of resurrection. Even the memory of
them will perish.
Isaiah 26:14 [They are] dead, they shall not live;
[they are] deceased, they shall not rise: therefore
hast thou visited and destroyed them, and made all
their memory to perish.
Jesus warned the Pharisees that if they did not
repent they would be burned up as chaff or rubbish:
Matthew 3:10 And now also the axe is laid unto the
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root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth
not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the
fire.
Matthew 3:12 Whose fan [is] in his hand, and he will
throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into
the garner;
but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.
"burn up" = "consume wholly. Greek G2618 katakaiō to
burn down (to the ground), that is, consume wholly: burn (up, utterly).
Matthew 13:30 Let both grow together until the harvest:
and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers,
Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in
bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.
- Jesus likened wicked people to tares — (weeds
that are counterfeit wheat) that are gathered in
bundles at the time of the harvest and are totally
burned up.
Psalms 37:20 But the wicked shall perish, and the
enemies of the LORD [shall be] as the fat of lambs:
they shall consume; into smoke shall they consume away.
The second death differs from the first death in
that it includes the suffering measured out according
to their deeds - prior the moment of death where "both
body and soul" are fully and finally destroyed (Matthew
10:28). Each sinner pays for his own sin-debt in the
lake of fire.
Our merciful God will quickly end the lives of
sinful, unrepentant individuals. They will not live on
forever burning in torment and agony. Those of the
second resurrection who are judged evil will be cast
into the lake of fire which is the second death. They
will be killed and burned to ash, an eternal death, an
absolute oblivion of which there is no return.
The Greek word apollumi, when used in reference to
the second death (e.g. Matthew 10:28), refers to
nothing other than complete and final destruction.
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Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

Destroy, Destroyer, Destruction, Destructive - Vine's
Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words
[ A-1,Verb,G622, apollumi ]
a strengthened form of ollumi, signifies to destroy
utterly;" in Middle Voice, "to perish."
G622 ἀπόλλυμι - Strong's Greek Lexicon Number
ἀπόλλυμι
to destroy fully (reflexively, to perish, or lose),
literally or figuratively
Derivation: from G575 and the base of G3639;
KJV Usage: destroy, die, lose, mar, perish.
There is much more scriptural proof that apollumi
refers to literal destruction when applied to the
second death.
Malachi also teaches that the wicked will be turned
into ashes, just as Peter stated above,
Malachi 4:3 And ye shall tread down the wicked; for
they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the
day that I shall do [this], saith the LORD of hosts.
Malachi makes it extremely clear. The wicked will
be stubble. They will be ashes under the soles of the
feet of the righteous. In addition we see again that it
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will happen all at once: Because the Lord says that the
day is coming when the wicked will be burnt up, they
will be stubble. And we find that this burning has an
end because later on God promises that believers will
trample the wicked since they will be ashes under one's
feet. He will not keep them burning forever, but He
will finish this work. God will burn them up.
Isaiah 47:14 Behold, they shall be as stubble; the
fire shall burn them; they shall not deliver themselves
from the power of the flame: [there shall] not [be] a
coal to warm at, [nor] fire to sit before it.
Isaiah, Peter and Malachi describe the fate of
unbelievers is for them to become ashes, cremated.
Ashes that will be looked upon with contempt or disgust
(Isaiah 66:24). These are bodies and souls of men that
are now destroyed. Believers, will look upon dead
bodies in Gehenna. They will be see "carcasses"
(Hebrew: pegerim = dead bodies). (Matthew 10:28). Then
believers will be permitted to view them. They will be
ashes by this time (Malachi 4:3) - cremated.
No doubt it will be terrible for the lost at
judgment time, but the traditional belief of eternal
torture is not found in these verses. Dead bodies
becoming souless ashes is what is written by Isaiah
and spokenby Jesus.
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But what about Daniel 12:2 saying that some will
face everlasting contempt"?
Daniel 12:2 And many of them that sleep in the dust of
the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and
some to shame [and] everlasting contempt.

◄ 1860. deraon ►
Strong's Concordance
deraon: aversion, abhorrence
Original Word: ְדּ ָראוֹן
Part of Speech: Noun Masculine
Transliteration: deraon
Phonetic Spelling: (der-aw-one')
Definition: aversion, abhorrence
Brown-Driver-Briggs
 דּ ָראוֹ ןnoun masculine aversion, abhorrence, absolute ׳ד
Isaiah 66:24 object of abhorrence; construct עולם דּ ְראוֹ ן
everlasting abhorrence Daniel 12:2
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The Hebrew word here for 'contempt' is 'deraon.' It
is very important to note that the only other time it
is used in all of the Hebrew Bible is in Isaiah 66:24,
which was discussed earlier. Strongs says both contempt
(Daniel 12:2) and abhorrence (Isaiah 66:24) are from
the same Hebrew word, Strong’s word # 1860. Contempt and
abhorrence are the way others think about them. It does not
say they will forever be conscious or in torture, but that
others will forever have shame and contempt for them. It is
the contempt that is said to be everlasting, not the
people. How does “everlasting contempt” become “everlasting
torture”?
In Isaiah 66:24, those who have "darone"
("contempt" or "disgust") are the believers who go out
and look upon the dead bodies (not living bodies) of
those who have been turned into ashes–cremated (2 Peter
2:6, Malachi 4:3). Isaiah 66:24 and Daniel 12:2 are
solidly linked by the same Hebrew word 'deraon' and
that Hebrew word speaks of the contempt for the wicked,
not their eternal conscious torment.
There are two emotions mentioned in Daniel 12:2 shame and contempt. It is obvious that the unsaved
have the shame emotion. And it is the believers that
have contempt emotion towards the wicked unsaved. Only
one of those emotions is everlasting. It is contempt,
whichproves that believers will live forever and still
feel this emotion. However, nothing is said about shame
being felt forever. Because the wicked will be
destroyed both in body and soul.
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
If, as the available evidence indicates, the Valley
of Hinnom was a place for the disposal of garbage and
carcasses, fire, it was perhaps increased in intensity
by the addition of sulfur* (compare Isaiah 30:33),
which ->
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Isaiah 30:33 For Tophet [is] ordained of old; yea, for
the king it is prepared; he hath made [it] deep [and]
large: the pile thereof [is] fire and much wood; the
breath of the LORD, like a stream of brimstone*, doth
kindle it.
* Brimstone is a synonym for sulfur.
-> would be the only suitable means to eliminate such
refuse. Where the fire did not reach, worms or maggots,
would breed, consuming any dead thing not destroyed by
the fire. On this basis, Jesus’ words would mean that
the destructive effect of God’s adverse judgment would
not cease until complete destruction was attained.
Mark 9:47 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out:
it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God
with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell
fire:

Mark 9:47 And if your eye makes you sin, pluck it out!
Better that you should be one-eyed but enter the
Kingdom of God, rather than keep both eyes and be
thrown into Gei-Hinnom,
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We have proven this fact: The word “Hell” is NOT
actually in the King James Bible (and is not found in
many other Bible versions)

1) We've proven that every Old Testament verse in
the KJB referring to hell is really a mistranslation of
'Sheol' and every New Testament verse referring to
'hell' is actually a mistranslation of 'Hades',
'Gehenna' or 'Tartarus'. 'Hades' is the Greek word for
'Sheol', so they are the same place. This place is not
eternal. Hades (Sheol) will one day be thrown into the
lake of fire along with death, as Jesus has he keys to
both.
Revelation 20:14 And death and hell* were cast into
the lake of fire. This is the second death.
*Hades (Hebrew: Sheol OT).

Thus, 'hell' (Hades) cannot be 'eternal', as it
suffers the 'second death'. It will make an age-long
return. Today Gehenna is a lovely park lovely park and
tourist attraction. Wonderful archeological discoveries
have been made there, such as the healing pool of
Siloam andthe oldest Bible verses ever discovered,
inscribed on small silver amulets. Those verses are the
benediction "The LORD bless thee and keep thee; the
LORD make his countenance to shine upon thee and be
gracious unto thee." Those are wonderfully comforting
words to have been discovered in "hell," If at any time
God, Jesus, the Hebrew prophets, or any of the apostles
were aware of the existence of an "eternal hell," they
should haveimmediately warned human beings never to
have children,because the risk of giving birth was too
terrible to imagine. But of course there are no such
warnings in
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the Bible. Thus, there isn't one verse in the Bible
which contains the phrase 'eternal hell' or 'hell'
itself, for that matter.
4f) 2) We've shown that the features of the
unscriptural 'Hell' are derived from Gehenna, the
'perpetually' burning garbage dump outside of Jerusalem,
where nothing alive could be thrown in both
Scripturally and by Jewish law. Thus, only dead bodies
were cast into the flames of Gehenna. This is not
eternal suffering , as the dead are aware of nothing.
3) We've proven scripturally that the thoughts of
the dead 'perish'.
Ecclesiastes 9:5 For the living know that they shall
die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they
any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.
Dr. Ruckman: "The statement is that “the dead know
not anything,” and if the dead “know not anything,” how
can they feel the fires of hell burning them? That’s
the kind of exegesis a no heller would give on the
passage. Again, this is a rather stupid way to go about
things. After all, the verses are the expression of a
man’s opinion “under the sun.” This man, who is giving
his opinion, tells you that it is just his opinion."
However, Psalm 146:4 concurs with King Solomon:
Psalms 146:4 His breath goeth forth, he returneth to
his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.
Again, what saith the Scriptures? These are not the
words of 'the poor understanding of things spiritual,
King Solomon', the man who only understood 'everything
under the Sun'. Rather Psalm 146:4 was written by David,
a type of Christ.
4) We've proven that Jesus never endorsed the
doctrine of eternal (endless) punishment.
Not once did Jesus ever endorse the doctrine of
endless punishment. Rather, He takes a strategic stand
against it by using aionios instead of aidios. In fact,
Jesus even warns His disciples not to fall prey to the
teachings of the Pharisees.
In the Greek, the word that most clearly means
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eternal is the transliterated word aidios, which means
everlasting or eternal. The fact is Jesus never used
this word.
Repeat: Not once did Jesus ever endorse the
doctrine of endless punishment. Rather, He takes a
strategic stand against it by using aionios instead
of aidios. In fact, Jesus even warns His disciples not
to fall prey to the teachings of the Pharisees.
5) We've proven that a lost person has no 'immortal
soul' through which he/she can be tormented for all
eternity. Even a believer possesses nothing immortal
until the Second Coming of Christ.
Rather, let's discuss a word that is in the Bible:
perish.
Eternal torment or perishing?
It must be first be pointed out
Now consider:
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.

◄ 622. apollumi ►
Strong's Concordance
apollumi: to destroy, destroy utterly
Original Word: ἀπόλλυμι
Part of Speech: Verb
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Transliteration: apollumi
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-ol'-loo-mee)
Definition: to destroy, destroy utterly
Usage: (a) I kill, destroy, (b) I lose, mid: I am perishing (the resultant death being viewed as
certain).
HELPS Word-studies
622 apóllymi (from 575 /apó, "away from," which intensifies ollymi, "to destroy") – properly,
fully destroy, cutting off entirely (note the force of the prefix, 575 /apó).
622 /apóllymi ("violently/completely perish") implies permanent (absolute) destruction, i.e. to
cancel out (remove); "to die, with the ruin implication of and destruction" (L & N, 1, 23.106);
cause to be lost (utterly perish) by experiencing a miserable end.

"A double enunciation of the truth is couched in
this short text. It is that eternal life is to be
obtained only through Christ, and that all who do not
thus obtain it will eventually perish. There is no
ambiguous phraseology, neither figure, nor parable, but
plain gospel spoken in solemn earnestness by the Lord
Jesus Himself. He says that there are two alternatives
before men, the one - life everlasting, the other perishing, utter destruction."
1828 Webster's Dictionary
Perish - To be destroyed; to come to nothing.
The fact that men are "perishing" and need
salvation is emphasized in Scripture.
1Corinthians 1:18 For the preaching of the cross is to
them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are
saved it is the power of God.
Additional references for this are given throughout
this document.
Job 4:7 Remember, I pray thee, who [ever] perished,
being innocent? or where were the righteous cut off?
- God is defining 'cut off' as 'perish' or die.
However, consider now how destruction is defined
here - as 'ruination':
2Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ:
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2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;

HELPS Word-studies
3639 ólethros (from ollymi/"destroy") – properly, ruination with its full,
destructive results (LS). 3639 /ólethros ("ruination") however does not imply
"extinction" (annihilation). Rather it emphasizes the consequent loss that goes with
the complete "undoing."
'eonian’ (See above graphic) destruction from the
presence of the Lord' - The Bible speaks of an
unbeliever's age-long destruction, however it can mean
his complete ruination rather than his/her
extermination. A major aspect regarding the punishment
of the wicked and unbelievers is that they will miss
out on eternal fellowship with God, loved ones, and the
saints of God. Their remembrance will fade away, even
as their lives. Eternal life and an abode in God’s
eternal kingdom will be awarded only to the faithful
who trust, confess, and follow Jesus Christ as Lord and
Savior. Just as the presence of the Lord brings
refreshment to the obedient, it brings destruction upon
the disobedient This could describe their
'undoing'/'ruination'.
Thus, the consequences of the destruction are what
is everlasting. We believe a state of destruction (of
both body and soul (Matthew 10:28) in the lake of fire
(Gehenna)) is required to satisfy God's justice and
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meet the level of purity He demands for the new heaven
and new earth He will create (Revelation 21:1). Only
then He can be 'all in all' (1Corinthians 15:28).
This will be all discussed later in this document.
An eternal hell would tarnish God’s victory over
evil. Scripture declares that God will be victorious in
the end; He will “be all in all”.
1Corinthians 15:28 And when all things shall be
subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be
subject unto him that put all things under him, that
God may be all in all.
This implies God is not all in all right now. It's
not a lack of unity, so it seems to be a
physical/spiritual relationship that will go back into
one.
When all is done, the Millennial reign, all things
have been subdued unto Christ. Then the Son will go
back into subjection, in a way, to God that God may be
all and all. When the work of reconciliation and
restoration is completely accomplished, when every
thought of man’s heart is brought into obedience to the
law of Christ, when death and hell are cast into the
lake of fire, when the God-Man sees all enemies at His
Feet, then shall Christ, as Man, no longer reign: even
His humanity will cease to be the necessary link
between God and man, for sin, the only barrier between
the two, shall have been finally destroyed, and God
shall be all in all.
When Jesus delivers the Kingdom to God the Father,
when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and
power. For He must reign until He has put all enemies
under His feet. The last enemy that will be destroyed
is death. But when He says all things are put under Him
it is evident that He who put all things under Him is
excepted. Now when all things are made subject to Him,
then the Son Himself will also be subject to Him who
put all things under Him, that God may be all in all.
This is the purpose of the eons which God makes in
Christ Jesus our Lord (Eph.3:11).These events seem
impossible to reconcile with human beings suffering
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endlessly in hell, since hell will be cast into the
lake of fire
4g) Tartarus was the place where the fallen angels are
imprisoned and held for feature judgment.
2Peter 2:4 For if God spared not the angels that
sinned, but cast [them] down to hell*, and delivered
[them] into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto
judgment;
*Tartarus

Again, that the Greek word 'Tartarus' being
mistranslated to mean hell is self-evident because
currently Satan and his angels are free to roam the
Earth, as spirits of the air within the confines of the
Earth’s atmosphere, tempting and deceiving the world.
However, they do remain chained in a prison of
spiritual darkness until their final judgment in the
Lake of Fire.
In Revelation 20:14 Hades is the Greek term widely
used to denote the deity of the underworld and the
abode of the dead. The New Testament use of Hades
builds on its Hebrew parallel, Sheol (sh'ol). Sheol
refers primarily to death and the abode of the dead,
both godly and ungodly. Hades is the state in which all
the dead exist. In the New Testament a descent to Hades
may simply refer to someone's death and disembodied
existence.
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Revelation 20:14 And death and hell* were cast into
the lake of fire. This is the second death.
* Hades

“Sheol”/“Hades” refer to the common grave of
Mankind. It is in the Earth and is always associated
with the dead, and plainly means the common grave of
Mankind or the earthly region of the dead.
The name Gehenna comes from a deep narrow ravine
south of Jerusalem where some Hebrew parents actually
sacrificed their children to the Ammonite god, Molech,
during the time of the kings (II Kin. 16;3; II Chron.
28:1-3; cf. Lev. 18:21; I Kings. 11:5,7,33). This pagan
deity is also referred to as Malcham, Milcom and Moloch
in the Bible. This valley later served as the city dump
and, because there was continual burning of refuse
there, it became a graphic symbol of the place of
punishment for the wicked. It was named the “Valley of
Hinnom”, which translated into Greek becomes Gehenna.
The passages where the word is found in the New
Testament plainly show that it was a commonly used
expression for Hell by that time. The word is found
twelve times in the Scriptures, being used eleven times
by the Lord Jesus and once by James. When we consider
the context, it is clear the Lord used this word in
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reference to the place of punishment for the wicked
dead and not to the city dump.

More on Sheol/Hades
Hades is the New Testament equivalent of the Old
Testament word Sheol. The Greek and Hebrew words speak
of the same place. Death and 'hell' (Hades, the common
grave of Mankind) are able to be cast into the lake of
fire because Jesus Christ because he now possess the
'keys to both:
Revelation 1:18 I [am] he that liveth, and was dead;
and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have
the keys of hell and of death.
- Here are the 3 parts of Christ's ministry:
Revelation 1:18 I [am] he that liveth, and was dead;
and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have
the keys of hell and of death.
'liveth' - He's a priest.
'was dead' - He was a dead prophet, but He came back to
life. He prophesied to Israel and they reject it.
'alive for evermore' - King - His future calling is
King.
'keys of hell and death' The keys of hell are needed because the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it.
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Matthew 16:18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and
the gates of hell (hades) shall not prevail against it.

There are gates on Hades ('hell'). Jonah found
this out in
Jonah 2:6 I went down to the bottoms of the mountains;
the earth with her bars [was] about me for ever: yet
hast thou brought up my life from corruption, O LORD my
God.
Christ has the keys to those bars. Abraham told the
rich man he can't get out of there. There are gates on
hell.
To repeat. we've proven that every Old Testament
verse in the KJB referring to hell is really a
mistranslation of 'Sheol' and every New Testament verse
referring to 'hell' is actually a mistranslation of
'Hades', 'Gehenna' or 'Tartarus'. 'Hades' is the Greek
word for 'Sheol', so they are the same place. This
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place is not eternal. Hades (Sheol) will one day be
thrown into the lake of fire along with death, as Jesus
has the keys to both.
Revelation 20:14 And death and hell* were cast into
the lake of fire. This is the second death.
*Hades (Hebrew: Sheol OT)

Tartarus was the place where the fallen angels are
imprisoned and held for future judgment.
2Peter 2:4 For if God spared not the angels that
sinned, but cast [them] down to hell*, and delivered
[them] into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto
judgment;
*Tartarus
Again, that the Greek word 'Tartarus' being
mistranslated to mean hell is self-evident because
currently Satan and his angels are free to roam the
Earth, as spirits of the air within the confines of the
Earth’s atmosphere, tempting and deceiving the world.
However, they do remain chained in a prison of
spiritual darkness until their final judgment in the
Lake of Fire.
That leaves Gehenna as the only possible location
for 'hell' in the King James Bible, As we have shown,
Gehenna is the lake of fire and 'hell' in Revelation
20:14 - the mistranslation of 'Hades', which is the
common grave of mankind or the earthly region of the
dead. Gehenna is the Greek form of the Hebrew Ge1912

Hinnom, which literally means “the Valley of Hinnom”
(HIN-uhm). The Hinnom Valley was also referred to as
Topheth (TOH-feth), meaning “a place to be spat on or
abhorred.” The worst of Judah’s kings practiced pagan
worship in the Hinnom Valley, with child sacrifice
being a particularly offensive aspect of this “worship”
(2 Kings 16:3 & 21:6). The valley apparently became a
fiery disposal dump for 185,000 Assyrian warriors slain
by the LORD (see 2 Kings 19:35, Isaiah 30:33 and
37:36), and, later, it would overflow with Israelite
corpses as well when God judged Judah for its sins.
Consequently Gehenna became known as “the Valley of
Slaughter” (Jeremiah 7:30-34 & 19:2-13). Note
incidentally that Gehenna was known as “the Valley of
Slaughter”
So Revelation 20:14 is not stating that Gehenna is
being cast into itself, but rather that Death and Hades
(the common grave of Mankind) are being cast into
Gehenna (the lake of fire), as Jesus Christ has the
keys to both.
Much confusion is caused by the KJB mistranslation
of every OT reference of 'Sheol' being mistranslated as
'hell' and every New Testament reference of 'hell'
being a mistranslation of 'Hades', 'Gehenna' or
'Tartarus'. 'Hades' is the Greek word for 'Sheol', so
they are the same place.
According to Strongs #1067 "geenna" (Gehenna) a
valley W. and South of Jer., also a symbolic name for
the final place of punishment of the ungodly. We
studied Sheol/Hades/Tartarus earlier. The only other
word which is translated as hell in the KJB New
Testament is 'Gehenna'. It's translated as hell 12
times. If Gehenna denotes hell, one can actually book a
flight and 'go to hell'. It's a real place in Israel.
That’s why other translations render it as Gehenna
instead of as hell.
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Where exactly is Gehenna?
The Valley of Hinnom, named Gehenna in Greek, lies
just outside the city of Jerusalem. During Jesus’ time,
it was the city’s garbage burner. Its fires were kept
continually burning (an everlasting lake of fire!) to
fully consume all things dumped there. Brimstone used
to be added to fuel the incineration. It ensured total
destruction.
“I’ve been to hell; man" James Tabor, a professor of
religious studies, commenting about Gehenna:
"Many times I’ve been there and walked through it. It’s
a valley on the south side of Jerusalem that anciently
was a despicable place of child sacrifice; it’s
mentioned in the Hebrew Bible a number of times. In
Jesus’ day it was a garbage dump and so the fire was
always burning and the maggots working and dead animals
were thrown in there. Today you walk out the Dung Gate
and look down in the Valley of Hinnom—that’s hell.”
The implication of Gehenna is clear: Those who
reject God’s love in Christ become God’s garbage and
will consequently be disposed of in the LORD’s
incinerating “garbage dump,” the lake of fire."
We cannot properly understand Christ’s teaching
about the lake of fire and eternal punishment without
keeping in mind this picture of Gehenna. Rubbish was
thrown into Gehenna for the purpose of disposal and
eradication and, as such, the infamous ravine was a
fitting figure for the second death.
These facts show that it’s not really a good
practice to translate Gehenna as “hell” in modern
English Bibles. Because the word ‘hell’ typically
conjures up images based more on medieval mythology
than on biblical fact (See the discussion of Dante’s
Inferno on the Appendix). The common image ‘hell’
provokes is that of people eternally roasting in fire
pits while devils poke them with pitchforks. The
biblical image of Gehenna is quite different in that
the Valley of Hinnom elicits the image of ultimate
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disposal and destruction. It would therefore be more
accurate and informative to translate Gehenna as “the
Valley of Hinnom” in biblical texts, even though it’s a
symbolic reference to the lake of fire and second death.
For example, Matthew 10:28 should literally read: “‘Do
not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot
kill the self. Rather, be afraid of the One [God] who
can destroy both self and body in the Valley of
Hinnom.’ ”
Was any living thing ever permitted to be thrown into
Gehenna?
No, not at all. God's Law to Israel prohibited
torture of any kind to any creature.
Deuteronomy 22:6 If a bird's nest chance to be before
thee in the way in any tree, or on the ground, [whether
they be] young ones, or eggs, and the dam sitting upon
the young, or upon the eggs, thou shalt not take the
dam with the young:
Deuteronomy 22:7 [But] thou shalt in any wise let the
dam go, and take the young to thee; that it may be well
with thee, and [that] thou mayest prolong [thy] days.
Cultural anthropology gives an important clue as
to the real meaning of Gehenna. The Valley of Hinnom,
called Gehenna, lay just outside the city of Jerusalem,
and served the purpose of garbage burner to that city.
Its fires were kept continually burning to completely
consume all things deposited there, brimstone being
added to assist combustion and insure complete
destruction. But no living thing was ever permitted to
be cast into Gehenna. God's Law to the Jews prevented
torture of any kind to any creature.
Apart from garbage, animal carcasses (dead dogs)
and dead bodies of some vile criminals (those who were
denied an honorable burial) were thrown into Gehenna.
There they got burnt up i.e. destroyed. No living thing,
not even an animal, suffered any torture there.
So what was the symbolic meaning of Gehenna?
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Old Jerusalem’s lake of fire at Gehenna illustrated the
God-assured destruction of the impure entities of this
Earth in the future, to prevent pollution of the New
Jerusalem that would symbolize God’s obedient people.
Scriptures directly explain this figurative burning of
wicked components in a lake of fire as the Second Death
- final destruction.
Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the second death.
It’s described as the ‘fiery indignation which shall
devour [destroy] the adversaries’
Hebrews 10:27 But a certain fearful looking for of
judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the
adversaries.
"Additionally, “Gehenna" was a well-known valley
near Jerusalem, in which the Jews in their idolatrous
days had sacrificed their children to the idol Moloch,
in consequence of which it was condemned to receive the
offal and refuse and sewage of the city, and into which
the bodies of malefactors were cast and where to
destroy the odor and pestilential influences, continual
fires were kept burning. Here fire, smoke, worms bred
by the corruption and other repulsive features rendered
the place a horrible one, in the eyes of the Jews. It
was a locality with which they were as well acquainted.
But in process of time Gehenna came to be an emblem
of the consequences of sin and to be employed
figuratively by the Jews, to denote those consequences.
But always in this world. The Jews never used it to
mean torment after death, until long after Christ. "The
word had not the meaning of post-mortem torment when
our Savior used it.” –J.W. Hanson’s, Bible Threatenings
Explained.
The Jews did not understand "Gehenna" as a symbol
of everlasting torture, but rather as a place of shame,
filth, and defilement (where Israel participated in the
grossest form of idol worship), why does modern
theology ascribe more to the word than the original
meaning did? The teaching of Gehenna has evolved in
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Jewish teachings to include punishment in the afterlife.
However, even today, Gehenna still does not mean
"endless" punishment to the Jews.
In addition to garbage, certain very detestable
criminals, being refused a dignified burial, were
thrown into Gehenna after death. These were cast with
the carcasses of dead dogs, the city garbage, etc.,
into Gehenna, there to be totally consumed. Thus, in
type, Gehenna illustrated the future dealings of God in
committing to destruction all the impure elements of
this Earth, thereby preventing them from defiling His
holy city, the New Jerusalem. This symbolic burning of
all evil elements is termed in Scripture the Second
Death — final and complete destruction. From this there
can be no recovery, for after that, "there remaineth no
more sacrifice for sins, "but only "fiery indignation
which shall devour [destroy] the adversaries". The
first death is temporary. In the first death, only the
body is destroyed in the graveyard. However, there will
be a resurrection one day of all humanity, a bodily
resurrection. The second death will never be followed
by a resurrection. In the second death, the body and
soul are both destroyed (not preserved), forever.
Hebrews 10:26 For if we sin wilfully after that we
have received the knowledge of the truth, there
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,
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Hebrews 10:27 But a certain fearful looking for of
judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the
adversaries.

Strong's G2068
I eat, partake of food; met: I devour, consume
KJV Usage: devour, eat, live
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2Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his
promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance.

G622 ἀπόλλυμι - Strong's Greek Lexicon Number - Perish
ἀπόλλυμι
to destroy utterly, kill, slay
Dodson:
ἀπόλλυμι
I destroy, lose, am perishing
(a) I kill, destroy, (b) I lose, mid: I am
perishing (the resultant death being viewed as
certain).
Could it possibly make it any clearer than this
passage? God is patient and merciful. He doesn’t want
anyone to perish. But those who choose to make
themselves enemies of the LORD will suffer His wrath at
judgment time — raging fire will consume them.They will
be utterly obliterated from existence and memory in
the lake of fire where God will destroy both body and
soul.
2Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his
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promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance.
Dr. Estep: " Calvinism implies that God DOES take
pleasure in the death of the wicked. No. He doesn't. He
takes pleasure in the repentance of the wicked. He
doesn't take pleasure in the death of the wicked.
Dr. Ruckmam: "His Millennial “day” of rest. Here is a
great verse that you should memorize: verse 9. The
verse states that if you go to Hell, you will be going
against the will of God. He doesn’t want you there, He
didn’t make it for you (Matt. 25:41), and He did all He
could to keep to keep you out. The decision (Rom. 10:13)
is now yours."
2 Peter 3:9 says nothing about God not wanting
anyone to go to hell. Rather he wants all to repent, so
they won't perish (be destroyed in the lake of fire
where God utterly destroys both body and soul.

The verse says 'not willing that any should perish',
not 'not willing that any should go to hell.'
Matthew 10:28 again:
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The lifeless dead bodies of the criminals in
Jerusalem were cast into Gehenna Valley to be destroyed.
There was no torture. Only complete destruction. Jesus
used the same Gehenna in his Sermon on the Mount
Matthew 5:22 But I say unto you, That whosoever is
angry with his brother without a cause shall be in
danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his
brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but
whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of
hell fire.

The Greek is literally, 'the Gehenna of the fire',
(not hell-fire), which can be understood as “the fiery
Gehenna”, or more clearly, “the fire of Gehenna”,
because Revelation 20:14-15 make it clear that the
Gehenna of the Judgment day refers to the Lake of Fire.
Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the second death.
It is quite clear that the wicked are going to be
completely destroyed. It is called "death," the "second
death." It is death, not life. At the first death the
wicked went into the grave. The second death marks the
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final end of the sinner, the end of death and the end
of the grave. At that moment in time, God will be
completely finished with sin, sinners, death and the
grave.
Revelation 20:15 And whosoever was not found written
in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
This passage clearly teaches that not everyone will
be found written in the Book of Life. These will be
cast into the lake of fire, which is called the “second
death (See also Revelation 2:11, 20:6, 21:8). Jesus
referred to both the first and the second death in
Matthew 10:28: “Do not fear those who kill the body
(the first death) but cannot kill the soul. But rather
fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in
hell.” The destruction of both body and soul is what is
referred to in Revelation as the second death and hell
(Gehenna) is the “lake of fire.” Some have taught that
Jesus’ words refer to the time of death, but the first
death of the body clearly cannot be a time when both
soul and body would be destroyed in 'hell', since the
bodies (and souls) of the wicked are resurrected at the
end of the thousand years. The fate of the body is total
destruction, and according to Jesus, that which happens
to the body also happens to the soul, since the soul is
a part of the blood. (See the discussion on where the
human soul is located.) Thus, souls are not immortal;
they can die, and soul death is what is meant by the
second death. This is taught in one of the most wellknown texts of the Bible, John 3:16 John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.
"For God did so love the world, that His Son — the only
begotten — He gave, that everyone who is believing in
him may not perish, but may have life age-during
[aiōnios][life eonian; life age-abiding; aionian Life].
(John 3:16 YLT [CLV;REB;WED]) This, you see, is how
much God loved the world: enough to give his only,
special son, so that everyone who believes in him
should share in the life of God's age. (John 3:16
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Kingdom NT) Believing in Jesus brings us into a life in
God's age. You could read this to mean that, when we
believe, we enter a new age."
<http://www.kingdomandglory.com/art/art57.pdf>

The Gehenna Valley was not far from where Jesus
uttered these words (Matthew 5:22). The flames and
worms of Gehenna represented the total destruction of
sin and sinners. With the fires of Gehenna burning
before their eyes, Jesus could not have spoken a more
graphic word to the Pharisees to describe the
destruction of sinners.
Those who cite this text to support the doctrine of
the natural immortality of the soul are thrown into a
real dilemma. Because the fire and worms are working,
not upon disembodied souls, but bodies! Christ said
Matthew 5:30 And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it
off, and cast [it] from thee: for it is profitable for
thee that one of thy members should perish, and not
[that] thy whole body should be cast into hell*.
*Gehenna
Fire is symbolically used across the Bible to
denote death – eternal destruction. Not eternal torture.
Fire was a frequent instrument of the Divine wrath
(Genesis 19:24; Exodus 9:23 (lightning); Numbers 11:1;
16:35, etc.);
Psalms 104:4 Who maketh his angels spirits; his
ministers a flaming fire:
Fire shall yet dissolve the world.
2Peter 3:12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of
the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall
be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent
heat?
A lake of fire appears in both ancient Egyptian and
Christian religions, as a place of after-death
destruction of the wicked. The phrase is used in four
verses of the Book of Revelation. Such a lake also
appears in Plato's Phaedo, where it is explicitly
identified with Tartarus, where the souls of the wicked
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are tormented until it is time for them to be reborn,
and where some souls are left forever.
So Gehenna was not a place of eternal torture, but
a place where the bodies of dead criminals were cast
into its fires. Those who heard Jesus would not think
for a moment that he was saying all who reject him were
to be tortured forever. When Jesus used it 11 times, he
was not referring to a place under the Earth, but
rather a valley where the refuge of the city
continually smoked and the ultimate fate of dead
animals. It was not a place of unending torture, but
rather a fitting symbol of death and destruction.
Jesus again used the word “Gehenna” when he described
the destruction of both the body and soul in hell
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell
(Gehenna).
And no one reading his words today would ever think
of Gehenna as a place of eternal torture were it not
for the background of distorted Dark Age
interpretations that have crept into Christianity.
Gehenna Valley – The Strange Case of the Undying Worms
Jesus says in Gehenna ‘the worms that eat them do
not die, and the fire is not quenched’
Mark 9:47 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out:
it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God
with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell
fire:
Mark 9:48 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is
not quenched.
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Neither Isaiah 66:24 nor Mark 9:48 say that the
worm will never die. Most translations, particularly
more literal ones, render the text “will not,” “shall
not” or “does not” die. If we were to consistently take
“dieth not” to mean “will never die,” we would make a
mess of Scripture. Joseph tells his brothers in
Genesis 42:20, "But bring your youngest brother unto
me; so shall your words be verified, and ye shall not
die. And they did so.
The Lord directs Moses in
Exodus 30:20, “When they go into the tabernacle of the
congregation, they shall wash with water, that they die
not; or when they come near to the altar to minister,
to burn offering made by fire unto the LORD:
Zedekiah says to Jeremiah in
Jeremiah 38:24 Then said Zedekiah unto Jeremiah, Let
no man know of these words, and thou shalt not die.
Obviously Joseph’s brothers did not think he was
promising them immortality; Moses was not assured that
by washing with water when entering the tent the
priests would never die; Jeremiah did not take Zedekiah
to mean he would live forever by remaining silent. Many
assume that it must be only in a mysterious hell where
worms don’t die even in fire. Only those who know Jesus’
first century Gehenna Valley knew the true meaning of
this phrase. Some believe that Jesus refers to sinners
as worms and says that those people would never die but
would live on in agonizing torment. Those who say this
fail to notice that Jesus does not call wicked people
"worms," but speaks of "their worm." The original Greek
word for worm means "grub" or "maggot".
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Mark 9:48 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is
not quenched.

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
worm:
Of uncertain derivation; a grub, maggot or earth-worm - worm.
Smith’s Bible Dictionary gives a description of the
Gehenna in the valley of Hinnon. If a dead body landed
on a ledge above the fires, it would be devoured by
many worms or maggots.
It was to these worms that Christ was referring
when he said, “Their worm dieth not.” But Christ didn’t
mean that each individual worm continued to live
forever! He wasn’t teaching the immortality of worms.
Actually, these worms or maggots are the larvae that
develop from eggs deposited by flies. They continue for
only a few days in this larva form, then pupate and
finally emerge as flies, later dying.
To repeat, the Greek word that was inspired and
translated into the English word “worm” in this passage
simply means a grub or maggot. It is a collective
expression for all the worms that devour dead matter.
These worms do not die, but pupate and become flies.
Later, these flies like all other animals will return
to the dust from which they come.
Ecclesiastes 3:20 All go unto one place; all are of
the dust, and all turn to dust again.
The “fire is not quenched” is a description showing
that God will permit nothing to put out or quench this
fire. It will simply burn up the bodies of the wicked.
Those who preach “hell fire” will use this passage to
frighten people into believing that sinners will suffer
eternal torment in hell fire, evidently with worms
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chewing on them at the same time.
<https://armandgt.wordpress.com/2010/12/16/is-there-a-hell/>

Jesus' point is that whatever was thrown into the
valley never came out again; it was totally consumed,
either by fire or by worms or maggots. In other words,
just as nothing and no one exterminated the maggots or
extinguished the flames in the valley of Gehenna, so
there will be no escape from the certain fate that God
has decreed for all unrepentant sinners — death in the
lake of fire. Some of these same principles apply to
Isaiah 66:24. The meaning is not that unrepentant
sinners or worms live forever. In fact, the opposite is
the point of the passage. To review: if the worms that
infest a dead body are not killed, the rotting flesh
will be consumed until none remains. Maggots, which are
simply larval flies, go through a process known as
pupation and turn into adult flies. These, in turn,
deposit additional eggs, and the process is repeated
until nothing is left for maggots to feed on. Similarly,
any fire which is not quenched — not deliberately put
out — will last only as long as there is fuel to keep
it burning and then go out. The whole point is that,
when a person does not repent of sin, the results are
absolute and permanent eternal destruction.
Even today, we know that fire is kept continually
burning in city waste burners. In the same fashion,
fires were kept burning (not quenched) in the Gehenna
Valley of that time.
Another reason that the worms not die is because
while the fires used to burn at the bottom of the
Gehenna Valley, it was in the vegetation that lined the
slopes of the valley that the worms thrived. And these
worms didn't not die from the fire is because they were
maggots that eventually turn into flies!
Review: What does Jesus signify with all these in
terms of the Gehenna Valley?
Dead bodies thrown into Gehenna Valley would be
destroyed by the fires burning below. The ones that
might get stuck in the slopes would be consumed by
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worms. Bodies cast into Gehenna would be destroyed one
way or other without fail. Likewise, sinners cannot
escape destruction is the point Jesus is making.
Gehenna’s Everlasting Fire – What is everlasting?
Is the lake of fire mentioned in Revelation 20
and the 'eternal' fire in Matthew 25:41 related to
Gehenna?
Revelation says those not found worthy of life are
to be cast into the lake of fire.
Revelation 20:15 And whosoever was not found written
in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
Fire, as always, is used as a symbol of destruction.
The lake of fire's symbolism is drawn from the real
Gehenna Valley of Jerusalem. The trial of the Kingdom
age of judgment:
Revelation 20:1 And I saw an angel come down from
heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a
great chain in his hand.
Revelation 20:2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that
old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound
him a thousand years,
Revelation 20:3 And cast him into the bottomless pit,
and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he
should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand
years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be
loosed a little season.
Revelation 20:4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon
them, and judgment was given unto them: and [I saw] the
souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of
Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not
worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had
received [his] mark upon their foreheads, or in their
hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a
thousand years.
This will be a time of examining and separating the
righteous sheep nations (who obey Jesus) from the goats
(who disobey) (Matthew 25:31-46).
The disobedient people of these nations will meet
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utter destruction in 'everlasting' fire
Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:
The notion of the fire being an everlasting fire
is derived from Jerusalem’s Gehenna where fires were
kept continually burning (eonian, See below). To repeat:
The 'everlasting' adjective applies just to the fire,
which itself is actually 'age-long' (eonian) in
duration. So it does not mean anyone will burn
eternally. Fire burns and destroys.

“Everlasting” is always mistranslated from the
Greek word ainios or aion, a word for which there is no
true English equivalent. The root means “space or
period of time,” “lifetime or life,” “age,” or “era.”
When we speak of an “evergreen tree,” we all know the
tree willnot be green after it dies or is consumed by
fire. The “ever” in both cases is limited by the age of
the era of the thing described. The true duration of
an 'everlasting' fire is only age-lasting.

4h) Common Verses people use to support a Hell
1) Matthew 25:30 And cast ye the unprofitable servant
into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.
As for “gnashing of teeth,” most might think that
this is a reference to the experience of pain, but in
the Bible “gnashing of teeth” describes the wrath of an
adversary about to kill his victim. In other words, the
teeth belong to the tormentor, not the tormented.
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Job 16:9 He teareth [me] in his wrath, who hateth me:
he gnasheth upon me with his teeth; mine enemy
sharpeneth his eyes upon me.
Psalms 35:16 With hypocritical mockers in feasts, they
gnashed upon me with their teeth.
Psalms 37:12 The wicked plotteth against the just, and
gnasheth upon him with his teeth.
Lamentations 2:16 All thine enemies have opened their
mouth against thee: they hiss and gnash the teeth: they
say, We have swallowed [her] up: certainly this [is]
the day that we looked for; we have found, we have seen
[it].
Acts 7:54 When they heard these things, they were cut
to the heart, and they gnashed on him with [their]
teeth.
The exception is:
Psalms 112:10 The wicked shall see [it], and be
grieved; he shall gnash with his teeth, and melt away:
the desire of the wicked shall perish.
Yet even while he grinds his teeth in ineffective
rage, he wastes away and comes to nothing. The phrase
could, in this one instance, be interpreted as a
reference to pain, but the pain clearly does not last
forever; the gnashing of teeth ends and the person is
ultimately extinguished.
Many think of “wailing and gnashing of teeth” as a
response to physical torture. However, virtually every
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time Jesus mentions “gnashing of teeth”, he is talking
to or about the religious elite.
Consider:
Luke 13:28 There shall be weeping and gnashing of
teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob,
and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you
[yourselves] thrust out.
Luke 13:29 And they shall come from the east, and
[from] the west, and from the north, and [from] the
south, and shall sit down in the kingdom of God.
It’s interesting that Jesus’ figurative warnings,
in a similar manner to his mentions of Gehenna here are
not made towards the criminals or other types one would
typically think of as sinners, but rather to the
religious elite.
Acts 7:54 When they heard these things, they were cut
to the heart, and they gnashed on him with [their]
teeth.
They were convicted. This particular language is
used in reference to the religious elite and their
response to the gospel.
Matthew 24:51 And shall cut him asunder, and appoint
[him] his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.
There are no threats of eternal torment to the
unbeliever in these verses, rather the is a warning to
the religious hypocrites. We see Jesus telling those
who consider themselves the “sons of the kingdom”, the
descendants of the patriarchs, that their end will not
be as they expect. “Weeping and gnashing of teeth” is
simply a solemn reminder that “It is a dreadful thing
to fall into the hands of the living God” (Hebrews
10:31) for God’s enemies will experience “a fearful
expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will
consume the enemies of God” (Hebrews 10:27).
In the other passages that use the phrase “gnashing
of teeth,” the wicked man’s gnashing of teeth is
evidently an expression of fury against the righteous.
Yet even while he grinds his teeth in ineffective rage,
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he wastes away and comes to nothing. The phrase could,
in this one instance, be interpreted as a reference to
pain, but the pain clearly does not last forever; the
gnashing of teeth ends and the person is ultimately
extinguished.
Psalms 112:10 The wicked shall see [it], and be
grieved; he shall gnash with his teeth, and melt away:
the desire of the wicked shall perish.
Edward Fudge’s conclusion on “weeping and gnashing
of teeth” is well expressed:
"In scriptural usage the expression ‘weeping and
gnashing of teeth’ seems to indicate two separate
activities. The ‘weeping’ reflects the terror of the
doomed as they begin to realize that God has rejected
them and as they anticipate the execution of his
sentence. ‘Gnashing of teeth’ seems to express their
bitter rage and enmity toward God, who has sentenced
them, and toward the redeemed, who will forever be
blessed. The common assumption that ‘weeping and
gnashing of teeth’ describes the everlasting agony of
souls in conscious torment is the interpretation of a
later age and lacks any clear biblical support."
- Edward Fudge, 'The Fire that Consumes', 104-105
Unlike the other five times the phrase appears in
the New Testament, Matthew 13 provides additional
information to draw a sound conclusion. In verse 42
Jesus is still explaining The Parable of the Weeds, and
therefore what he says must be interpreted in light of
what he has already said. What did he already say? In
verse 40 Jesus says, “As the weeds are pulled up and
burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the
age.” Do weeds burn forever without ever quite burning
up? No, they burn for a period of time until they burn
up. It will be the same way with ungodly people on
Judgment Day.
Matthew 13:42 And shall cast them into a furnace of
fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.
In verse 13:42 Jesus is still explaining The
Parable of the Weeds, and therefore what he is saying
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must be interpreted in the context of what he has
already said. In verse 13:40 Jesus says, “As therefore
the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall
it be in the end of this world."
Weeds do not burn forever without ever burning up. They
burn for a period of time until they burn up.
In addition to this, Jesus describes the lake of
fire in verses 42 and 50 as “the fiery furnace.” As
determined earlier, “fiery furnace” is an unmistakable
example of complete incineration. This is indisputable.
By adding that “there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth” Jesus is simply describing the miserable way it
will be on Judgment Day. Can you imagine the horrible
scene it will be? The weeping, the wailing, the
gnashing of teeth as God’s enemies are cast into the
lake of fire and consumed by raging fire? This is the
only sound way we can interpret this phrase. After all,
if Jesus meant to say that these sinners would
perpetually weep and gnash their teeth throughout all
eternity, don’t you think he would mention it somewhere?
Yet he mentions no such thing. Instead he continually
warned against the utter death and destruction of the
second death, and backed it up with multiple easy-tounderstand examples.
“Fiery furnace” is an excellent example of the
lake of fire because it clearly indicates nothing other
than complete incineration — total destruction of soul
and body, as Jesus explicitly stated earlier in
Matthew 10:28. Review (yet again)

1933

Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

Jesus most likely got this apt figure from the Old
Testament Scriptures, since he studied and preached
from them. In the Old Testament “furnace” or “fiery
furnace” is used in reference to complete incineration
or refinement, but never to undying conscious torment.
For instance, after the utter obliteration of Sodom and
Gomorrah,
2Peter 2:6 And turning the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrha into ashes condemned [them] with an overthrow,
making [them] an ensample unto those that after should
live ungodly;
Genesis 19:28 And he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah,
and toward all the land of the plain, and beheld, and,
lo, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a
furnace.
- states that there was only “dense smoke rising
from the land, like smoke from a furnace.”
Notice how the figure of “fiery oven” is used in
Psalm 21:9 Psalms 21:9 Thou shalt make them as a fiery oven in
the time of thine anger: the LORD shall swallow them up
in his wrath, and the fire shall devour them.
There’s no mistaking here that “fiery oven” refers
to being utterly consumed by raging fire as God’s
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enemies are shown to be swallowed up and consumed by
His fire, not existing in a perpetual state of
conscious roasting.
2) Matthew 8:12 But the children of the kingdom shall
be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.
Dr. Ruckman says “The children of the kingdom,”
where it occurs, has a reference to saved people in
this age, rather than a Jewish remnant in the
Tribulation, for “the children of the kingdom” in 8:12
are said to go into “outer darkness”. You cannot
explain how “the covenant children of the kingdom” go
to hell, if the “kingdom” is the “church!”
So here 'outer darkness' cannot mean a place
called 'hell'. The term "outer darkness" occurs
three times in the gospels, all in parables of our
Lord. Each time the term is used, someone is cast
there from God's presence. And each time, Jesus says
that in that outer darkness will be "weeping and
gnashing of teeth."
Bible commentator Gill sheds some light on the
Jewish term "outer darkness" - "The allusion in the
text is to the customs of the ancients at their
feasts and entertainments which were commonly held
in the evening. The hall or dining room in which
they sat was brightly illuminated with lamps and
torches. Outside in the streets was complete
darkness. It was common to hear nothing but the
cries of the poor for something to be given to them.
One would hear persons that were turned out as
unworthy guests. There was the gnashing of their
teeth resulting from the cold winter nights or due
to indignation at their being left out."
<https://richardwaynegarganta.com/Bible%20Threatenings%20.htm>

This isn't a pretty picture. But obviously,
Jesus did not tell these parables, nor paint such a
sobering picture, for no reason. He told these
parables to correct us, and help us avoid the fate
described. The term "outer darkness" suggests much.
One can't have an "outer" anything unless you have
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an "inner" to which it is being contrasted. Jesus is
describing individuals who were saved, but who have
spent their lives distancing themselves from God.
This could possibly explain saved why 'children of
the kingdom' are being cast into outer darkness.
Also consider:
Matthew 22:12 And he saith unto him, Friend, how
camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment?
And he was speechless.
Matthew 22:13 Then said the king to the servants,
Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast
[him] into outer darkness; there shall be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.
Jesus says that the servant who is found
improperly dressed in the wedding hall will be
bound, hand and foot, and thrown out into the
darkness. If someone is bound, hand and foot, and
thrown out of a wedding hall into the dark
wilderness, what will happen to him (assuming he is
not saved)? Well he is either going to die of thirst
and exposure to the elements or be killed by beasts
or robbers. This is a death sentence, not a life of
eternal suffering.
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3) Luke 16:23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being
in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus
in his bosom.
'Hell' here is a mistranslation of 'Hades'
(Hebrew 'Sheol').

Hades (Greek) is the equivalent of Sheol (Hebrew)
The word Hades is 'the grave' in the Masoretic text. So
therefore the correct translation into English would be
"grave". Hades corresponds to “Sheol” in the OT. In the
King James Version of the OT and NT; it has been
unfortunately rendered “hell", or “the pit.” Sheol
was not understood to be a place of punishment, but
simply the ultimate resting place of all Mankind.
Unlike this world, Sheol is devoid of love, hate, envy,
work, thought.
Ecclesiastes 9:5 For the living know that they shall
die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they
any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.
Ecclesiastes 9:6 Also their love, and their hatred,
and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any
more a portion for ever in any [thing] that is done
under the sun.
* 'Hell' is a mistranslation of 'Hades' (See above.)
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When analyzed, the account of the 'Rich Man Poor
Man' parable/illustration cannot be a literal account,
because in the grave: Hades (Greek), Sheol (Hebrew) the
dead are not conscious, they cannot speak to each other!
Hades is devoid of love, hate, envy, work, thought,
knowledge, and wisdom. (As we prove, this account is not
a parable and does not describe a ‘hell’ in any way).
Ecclesiastes 9:10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do,
do [it] with thy might; for [there is] no work, nor
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave,
whither thou goest.
So this must be viewed as a fictional account with
a veiled meaning. Thus, it contains no descriptions of
a literal hell with soul separated from body or fiery
flames. No one has a right to assume any of this story
is literal, however, one may extract any veiled truths
it contains.
2Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them
that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ:
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord,and from the glory
of his power;
These verses reveals exactly what this punishment will
be: everlasting destruction. This obviously refersto
destruction that lasts forever and not to an endlessprocess
of destroying without ever quite destroying.
After all, to perpetually destroy without ever destroying
isn’t really destruction because the destruction never
actually takes place. The dead unsaved will be destroyed
forever. Paul clearly states that they will “be punished
with everlasting destruction”. Notice he does not say
“everlasting preservation.” No hope of resurrection, no hope
of lifeanymore. Just as a judicial court merits out the
death penalty with the underlying basis of it being “missing
out” on the rest of your life, so too will the sinners
punishment be “missing out” on the rest of their Eternity.
The typical destructive power emanating from the glorious
presence of God in righteous judgment is none other than
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fire (Divine fire).
This is why Jesus and the apostles and the
Psalmists can all state:
James 4:12 There is one lawgiver, who is able to save
and to destroy: who art thou that judgest another?
Matthew 7:13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide
[is] the gate, and broad [is] the way, that leadeth to
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:
Matthew 7:14 Because strait [is] the gate, and narrow
[is] the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be
that find it.
Psalms 92:7 When the wicked spring as the grass, and
when all the workers of iniquity do flourish; [it is]
that they shall be destroyed for ever:
What is meaning of the word “destroy”? You certainly
have to assign an alien meaning to the definition of
the word “destroy” (Greek: apollumi) if it means
eternal torture. It is never directly translated this
way in any New Testament writings. Never. Why would God
choose the words like "destroy, destruction, perish,
death" to signify something other than their plain
meaning?
The present definitions of words must be
'destroyed' and new definitions given. Did God use
words in a way that would be a deliberate misleading of
Mankind? They are not used with these meaning in our
everyday language. When we say anything, a plant,
animal or person is dead, we do not mean that plant,
animal or person is alive and being tormented.
Those who foolishly refuse to believe will be
executed in the lake of fire, God’s incinerator and
trash dump. If one objects to referring to the lake of
fire as an incinerator and trash dump, keep in mind
that this was precisely the point Jesus was getting
across when he referred to the lake of fire as Gehenna,
the Valley of Hinnom.
It was this garbage dump that Jesus referred to as
an example of the lake of fire where God will “destroy
both soul and body”.
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Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

The question must be asked: Why did Jesus feel
Gehenna would be a good example of the second death?
Because Gehenna was a very certain symbol of
destruction which all of his hearers readily understood.
Supporters of eternal torture argue that “destroy” only
refers to a ruined condition, but this does not fit
Jesus’ usage of Gehenna as an example of the second
death. Why? Because every cell of every body thrown
into Gehenna was either burned up in fire or digested
by worms; a body (and Jesus will destroy the soul
(Matthew 10:28) the second death) could not be
destroyed anymore completely. The implication
of Gehenna is clear: Those who rejected the pre-Law,
Mosaic Law or won't accept Jesus Christ as their
Saviour - any of God's requirements for salvation will ultimately become God’s garbage, and hence will be
disposed of in God’s incinerating “garbage dump,” the
lake of fire, which is the second death (Revelation
20:14).
1Timothy 4:10 For therefore we both labour and suffer
reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is
the Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe.
Christ is “the Saviour of all men” in the sense
that he provides for the forgiveness of every person’s
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sins and for the rescue of every person from the
deserved fate of death, but some will turn back to
their wicked ways to the point that they will have to
be destroyed for the protection of those who are living
in the full harmony that God desires for his beloved.
One cannot properly understand Christ’s teaching
about the lake of fire and eternal punishment without
keeping in mind this picture of Gehenna. Refuse was
thrown into Gehenna for the purpose of disposal and
eradication; it was therefore a perfect choice for
Jesus to use as an example of the second death.
Psalms 37:20 But the wicked shall perish, and the
enemies of the LORD [shall be] as the fat of lambs:
they shall consume; into smoke shall they consume away.
Note the explicit proclamation that “the wicked
shall perish.” It doesn’t say that the wicked will be
consciously tormented in fire forever and ever, but
that they will perish. The rest of the verse gives a
natural illustration so that we may perfectly
understand this perishing of the wicked unbelievers: it
likens God’s enemies to “the fat of lambs” that 'shall
they consume away'. According to this unmistakable
example what will be the ultimate end of God’s enemies?
It says they shall “into smoke shall they consume away.”
Once again, how much clearer could the Scriptures
possibly be? The LORD’s enemies will not perpetually
exist in fiery conscious torment, they’re going to be
utterly consumed by fire and go up in smoke.
Psalms 21:9 Thou shalt make them as a fiery oven in
the time of thine anger: the LORD shall swallow them up
in his wrath, and the fire shall devour them.
5) Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving,
and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers,
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have
their part in the lake which burneth with fire and
brimstone: which is the second death.
Jesus’ teaching in Luke 16:19-31 employs the Old
Testament concept of Sheol (Greek: Hades); Hades is
place devoid of conscious existence, further proving
that Luke 16:19-31 is a parable/illustration. In
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reality one side of Sheol is occupied by the suffering,
unrighteous dead separated by a great gulf from the
other side peopled by the righteous dead. Again, it
should be noted that the word 'hell' in Luke 16:23 is a
mistranslation of the word 'Hades'. This parable is
discussed in greater detail in the Appendix.
4) 2Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance
on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ:
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;
These verses reveals exactly what this punishment
will be: everlasting destruction. This obviously refers
to destruction that lasts forever and not to an endless
process of destroying without ever quite destroying.
After all, to perpetually destroy without ever
destroying isn’t really destruction because the
destruction never actually takes place. The dead
unsaved will be destroyed forever. Paul clearly states
that they will “be punished with everlasting
destruction”. Notice he does not say “everlasting
preservation.” No hope of resurrection, no hope of life
anymore. Just as a judicial court merits out the death
penalty with the underlying basis of it being “missing
out” on the rest of your life, so too will the sinners
punishment be “missing out” on the rest of their
Eternity. The typical destructive power emanating from
the glorious presence of God in righteous judgment is
none other than fire (Divine fire).
This is why Jesus and the apostles and the
Psalmists can all state:
James 4:12 There is one lawgiver, who is able to save
and to destroy: who art thou that judgest another?
Matthew 7:13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide
[is] the gate, and broad [is] the way, that leadeth to
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:
Matthew 7:14 Because strait [is] the gate, and narrow
[is] the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be
that find it.
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Psalms 92:7 When the wicked spring as the grass, and
when all the workers of iniquity do flourish; [it is]
that they shall be destroyed for ever:
What is meaning of the word “destroy”? You certainly
have to assign an alien meaning to the definition of
the word “destroy” (Greek: apollumi) if it means
eternal torture. It is never directly translated this
way in any New Testament writings. Never. Why would God
choose the words like "destroy, destruction, perish,
death" to signify something other than their plain
meaning?
The present definitions of words must be
'destroyed' and new definitions given. Did God use
words in a way that would be a deliberate misleading of
Mankind? They are not used with these meaning in our
everyday language. When we say anything, a plant,
animal or person is dead, we do not mean that plant,
animal or person is alive and being tormented.
Those who foolishly refuse to believe will be
executed in the lake of fire, God’s incinerator and
trash dump. If one objects to referring to the lake of
fire as an incinerator and trash dump, keep in mind
that this was precisely the point Jesus was getting
across when he referred to the lake of fire as Gehenna,
the Valley of Hinnom.
It was this garbage dump that Jesus referred to as
an example of the lake of fire where God will “destroy
both soul and body”.
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
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The question must be asked: Why did Jesus feel
Gehenna would be a good example of the second death?
Because Gehenna was a very certain symbol of
destruction which all of his hearers readily
understood. Supporters of eternal torture argue that
“destroy” only refers to a ruined condition, but this
does not fit Jesus’ usage of Gehenna as an example of
the second death. Why? Because every cell of every body
thrown into Gehenna was either burned up in fire or
digested by worms; a body (and Jesus will destroy the
soul (Matthew 10:28) the second death) could not be
destroyed anymore completely. The implication
of Gehenna is clear: Those who rejected the pre-Law,
Mosaic Law or won't accept Jesus Christ as their
Saviour - any of God's requirements for salvation will ultimately become God’s garbage, and hence will be
disposed of in God’s incinerating “garbage dump,” the
lake of fire, which is the second death (Revelation
20:14).
1Timothy 4:10 For therefore we both labour and suffer
reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is
the Saviour of all men, specially of those that
believe.
Christ is “the Saviour of all men” in the sense
that he provides for the forgiveness of every person’s
sins and for the rescue of every person from the
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deserved fate of death, but some will turn back to
their wicked ways to the point that they will have to
be destroyed for the protection of those who are living
in the full harmony that God desires for his beloved.
One cannot properly understand Christ’s teaching
about the lake of fire and eternal punishment without
keeping in mind this picture of Gehenna. Refuse was
thrown into Gehenna for the purpose of disposal and
eradication; it was therefore a perfect choice for
Jesus to use as an example of the second death.
Psalms 37:20 But the wicked shall perish, and the
enemies of the LORD [shall be] as the fat of lambs:
they shall consume; into smoke shall they consume away.
Note the explicit proclamation that “the wicked
shall perish.” It doesn’t say that the wicked will be
consciously tormented in fire forever and ever, but
that they will perish. The rest of the verse gives a
natural illustration so that we may perfectly
understand this perishing of the wicked unbelievers: it
likens God’s enemies to “the fat of lambs” that 'shall
they consume away'. According to this unmistakable
example what will be the ultimate end of God’s enemies?
It says they shall “into smoke shall they consume
away.” Once again, how much clearer could the
Scriptures possibly be? The LORD’s enemies will not
perpetually exist in fiery conscious torment, they’re
going to be utterly consumed by fire and go up in
smoke.
Psalms 21:9 Thou shalt make them as a fiery oven in
the time of thine anger: the LORD shall swallow them up
in his wrath, and the fire shall devour them.
5) Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving,
and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers,
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have
their part in the lake which burneth with fire and
brimstone: which is the second death.
Romans 6:7 For he that is dead is freed from sin.
As we have shown, the Scriptures do talk about the
possibility of a second death, a death for one’s
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own sins. This will be a death from which there is no
second redemption or second resurrection. Those who die
the second death will be completely destroyed inGehenna,
symbolized as the lake of fire and brimstone in
Revelation. To repeat: In Jesus’ day, Gehenna was the
name of the garbage dump outside of Jerusalem. People
would throw their trash there and the fire was constantly
keep hot in order to consume the refuse. Again, Jesus
talked about Gehenna in Matthew 10:28:
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

Jesus’ point was that God can and will destroy
the non-repentant if they refused to follow the Law or
embrace Jesus’ righteous reign on Earth (depending on
the dispensation). Gehenna pictures the second death.
Revelation
21:8
references
the
fire
and
sulfur
(brimstone) of the garbage dump, Gehenna. This pictures
the total destruction of that person – both body and
soul.
Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and
the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their
part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone:
which is the second death.
Reading earlier in Revelation 20:14,15, Revelation
20:14 And death and hell were cast into the
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lake of fire. This is the second death.
Revelation 20:15 And whosoever was not found written in
the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.

Death (Adamic death) and Hades (hell) delivered
up the dead which were in them: and they were judged
every man according to their works. And death (the
first death or Adamic death) and Hades
the first death) were cast into the lake of fire
(completely done away with). This is the second death.
Resurrection one day all of humanity will undergo
a
bodily resurrection. The second death will never be
followed by a resurrection. In the second death, the body
and soul are destroyed forever.
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
John 8:21 Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my way,
and ye shall seek me, and shall die in your sins:
whither I go, ye cannot come.
John 8:24 I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die
in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am [he], ye
shall die in your sins.
Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and
the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their
part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone:
which is the second death.
All Mankind are not dying as a result of their own
sins. Rather, all people are under the death sentence
(the first death) due to Adam’s sin. That's why they need
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salvation, to have their sins paid for.
1Corinthians 15:22 For as in Adam all die, even so in
Christ shall all be made alive.
This is Mankind’s first death, the Adamic death.
Jesus came to earth and took Adam’s punishment of death
upon himself. Jesus thus ensured the release of Adam
and all of his children from the condition of death. (1
Corinthians 15:22) During Christ’s reign, he will
resurrect all mankind:
John 5:28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming,
in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his
voice,
John 5:29 And shall come forth; they that have done
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have
done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.
-> to restore to believers all that Adam lost when he
sinned and to punish unbelievers.
Scofield Reference Notes - 'second death'
Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire.
This is the second death.
"'The second death' and the "lake of fire" are
identical terms Revelation 20:14 and are used of the
eternal state of the wicked. It is "second" relative to
the preceding physical death of the wicked in unbelief
and rejection of God; their eternal state is one of
eternal 'death in sins.' "
Jesus’ point was that God can and will destroy
the non-repentant if they refused to follow the Law or
embrace Jesus’ righteous reign on Earth (depending on
the dispensation). Gehenna pictures the second death.
Revelation 21:8 references the fire and sulfur
(brimstone) of the garbage dump, Gehenna. This pictures
the total destruction of that person – both body and
soul.
Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and
the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their
part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone:
which is the second death.
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Reading earlier in Revelation 20:14,15,
Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the second death.
Revelation 20:15 And whosoever was not found written
in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.

Death (Adamic death) and Hades (hell) delivered
up the dead which were in them: and they were judged
every man according to their works. And death (the
first death or Adamic death) and Hades (condition of
the first death) were cast into the lake of fire
(completely done away with). This is the second death.
The first death is temporary. In the first death,
only the body is destroyed. However, there will be a
resurrection one day of all humanity, a bodily
resurrection. The second death will never be followed
by a resurrection. In the second death, the body and soul
are destroyed forever. In the first death, only the body
is in the graveyard. However, there will be a
resurrection one day of all humanity, a bodily
resurrection. The second death will never be followed
by a resurrection. In the second death, the body and
soul are destroyed (not preserved). forever.
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
John 8:21 Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my way,
and ye shall seek me, and shall die in your sins:
whither I go, ye cannot come.
John 8:24 I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die
in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am [he], ye
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shall die in your sins.
Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and
the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their
part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone:
which is the second death.
All Mankind are not dying as a result of their own
sins. Rather, all people are under the death sentence
(the first death) due to Adam’s sin. That's why they need
salvation, to have their sins paid for ->
1Corinthians 15:22 For as in Adam all die, even so in
Christ shall all be made alive. Review:
This is Mankind’s first death, the Adamic death.
Jesus came to Earth and took Adam’s punishment of death
upon himself. Jesus thus ensured the release of Adam
and all of his children from the condition of death. (1
Corinthians 15:22) During Christ’s reign, he will
resurrect all Mankind:
John 5:28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming,
in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his
voice,
John 5:29 And shall come forth; they that have done
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have
done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.
-> to restore to believers all that Adam lost when he
sinned and to punish unbelievers.
Scofield Reference Notes - 'second death'
Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire.
This is the second death.
"'The second death' and the "lake of fire" are identical terms
Revelation 20:14 and are used of the eternal state of the wicked. It
is "second" relative to the preceding physical death of the wicked in
unbelief and rejection of God; their eternal state is one of eternal
'death in sins.' "
'Hell' will totally destroy all the wicked
Psalms 37:20 But the wicked shall perish, and the
enemies of the LORD [shall be] as the fat of lambs:
they shall consume; into smoke shall they consume away.
Psalms 37:38 But the transgressors shall be destroyed
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together: the end of the wicked shall be cut off.
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
Revelation 20:5 But the rest of the dead lived not
again until the thousand years were finished. This [is]
the first resurrection.
Dr. Estep: "
'rest of the dead' - all the unsaved that haven't been
resurrected
'lived not again' - they're not resurrected"
Dr. Ruckman: " Therefore the “first resurrection” is not
the resurrection of the believer at the new birth. The
resurrection of the believer when he is “born again” is
a spiritual resurrection, and Revelation 20:5 is not
dealing with a spiritual resurrection. It is dealing with
a literal resurrection! The second resurrection comes
with the second death. So, the Bible teaches two
separate, distinct resurrections"
The Unbelieving Dead: Who are these who are called
"the rest of the dead"? About this there is no question.
They are the unbelievers of all ages. Luke 16:19-31
demonstrates that after death they exist in Hades. The
unbelievers will be brought out of Hades and judged,
then cast alive into the lake of fire, which is the
second death (Revelation 20:14). Since these
unbelievers are not resurrected to life but to death,
which is not a state of separation from God, they are
referred to as having part in the "second death". The
second resurrection, is a resurrection to death.
Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and
the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their
part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone:
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which is the second death.
A false belief: “death” does not mean 'death' but just
'alive and separated from God'
Some teach that “death” is not really death (the
total absence of life), but just “alive and separated
from God”. Supporters of eternal torment can insist
that death only means “alive with a separation”, but
the simple fact is that the opposite of life is death.
Upon death the spirit returns to God (a separation),
but the body is dead.
What word could better describe the end of life
than ‘death’? The only way a person can accept the view
of eternal torture is to believe that death does not
mean death, that die does not mean die, that destroy
does not mean destroy, that perish does not mean perish
and that destruction does not mean destruction. The
original Greek and Hebrew words for "death" and "die"
mean to cease to exist, to perish.
Physical death is death of the body. The spirit
returns to God, but body itself is dead. It no longer
has life in it because death is the opposite of life.
Death means death, it’s not complicated. Thanatos, the
Greek word translated as death in Romans 6:23 above, is
used most often simply in reference to this death.
“Death” and “separation” are two completely
different words in Hebrew and Greek, just as they are
in English; these words have different meanings. The
Hebrew badal and the Greek chorizo are two Old and New
Testament words for “separation” (See, for example,
Isaiah 59:2 and Romans 8:35,39). If the wages of sin is
not really death, but separation, then God would have
used these Hebrew and Greek words to describe the
ultimate wages of sin. For example, Romans 6:23 would
read, “For the wages of sin is separation" and Ezekiel
18:4 would read, “The soul who sins will separate.” But
does the Bible teach this anywhere? No, Scripture
states “the wages of sin is death".
In a restricted sense, it is true that one of the
results of sin is 'separation' from God.
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Isaiah 59:2 But your iniquities have separated between
you and your God, and your sins have hid [his] face
from you, that he will not hear.
Dr. Estep: "He's telling them they have a problem with
sin. We need the power of God to turn us away from that.
Morals come because God has put them in our hearts."
Although there are times when the word “death” is
used in a limited way, such as when describing the
“spiritual death” of an unsaved person (Ephesians 2:1),
the word “death” still means something is dead. The
scriptural arguments above are certainly proof enough
that ‘death’ simply means death in the Bible not
“separation,” but a comparison of New Testament words
for “death,” “perish,” “destruction,” etc. to other
well-known Greek writings of the same general period
offers additional support.
For example, when a person is referred to as
spiritually “dead,” their spiritual life is not just
separated from God, it is “dead.” When a person is
executed his/her conscious life expires, as far as
physical life is concerned. Animals and flies which
experience death (thanatos/maveth) literally die—their
life ceases. They, of course, leave behind a dead,
decaying shell, but their conscious life expires until
they are resurrected. That’s what death is. It’s that
plain and simple. 'Thanatos' is supported by many other
Hebrew and Greek words which are variously translated
as “die,” “death,”“destruction,” “destroy” and “perish”
in reference to the fate of those cast into the lake of
fire.
God consistently chose words that have for their
general, usual or basic meaning “die,” “death,”
“destruction,” “destroy,” “perish,” “consume” and “burn
up.” God couldn’t possibly use a better choice of words
to describe literal death. He also made sure to back up
all these unmistakable words with a multitude of easy
to understand examples of literal death and
incineration.
Webster's 1828 Dictionary - Consume
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1. To destroy, by separating the parts of a thing, by
decomposition, as by fire, or eating, devouring, and
annihilating the form of a substance. Fire consumes
wood, coal, stubble; animals consume flesh and
vegetables.
5. To destroy; to bring to utter ruin; to exterminate
Webster's 1828 Dictionary - Consumed
- participle passive Wasted; burnt up; destroyed;
dissipated; squandered; expended.
If we take “eternal life” literally, we must also
take “death” literally. God clearly declares in Romans
6:23 that the wages of sin is death and that eternal
life is a gift to those in right-standing with him. So
death is promised as a punishment for ungodly sinners
and life is promised as a gift for the righteous. In
such a context, every law of language and common sense
agrees that if we take the promise of life literally we
must also take the punishment of death literally. If
one is literal then both are literal. If there is to be
no real death for sinners there will be no real life
for saints. The opposite of life is death. What word
could better describe the end of life than ‘death’? The
only way a person can accept the view of eternal
torture is to believe that death does not mean death,
that die does not mean die, that destroy does not mean
destroy, that perish does not mean perish and that
destruction does not mean destruction.
There were people in Paul’s era who adhered to the
belief that when people died they simply ceased to
exist, with no hope of resurrection for either the
righteous or unrighteous. The Epicureans were Greeks
who advocated this view and the Sadducees were Jews who
supported it. The words these sects use to express
their belief in absolute extinction of conscious life
were the very same Greek words used in the New
Testament to describe the everlasting destruction of
the ungodly. So, death simply meant death in uninspired
writings — the cessation of life — just as it does in
the Biblical Scriptures.
Another way one can tell that “death” does not mean
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“alive but separated from God,” is that the same Hebrew
and Greek words that are used for the death of plants
and animals are used for the death of humans. Dead
plants and dead animals are not just “separated from
God,” they are dead; totally dead. No part of them is
alive anywhere once they die. Furthermore, there are no
unique words for “dead” that apply only to humans but
not to other things that die. The same words for “dead”
that are used for humans are used for animals. But if
humans “died” in a unique way that applied only to them
— that is, if parts of them died, but some part of them
lived on in the Lake of Fire even though the Bible said
the person was “dead,” then there would have to be some
unique vocabulary that would describe that unique kind
of “death”. If part of a human lived on when they were
“dead,” but no part of a plant or animal lived on when
they were “dead,” then we would expect that a special
word for “death” would exist that described human death
differently from animal death. But no such vocabulary
word exists. The fact that the same vocabulary exists
for the death of people and animals shows that the
state of death is the same for all of them: “death”
means “no life.” Ecclesiastes speaks of a similarity of
the death of humans and animals Ecclesiastes 3:19 For that which befalleth the sons of
men befalleth beasts; even one thing befalleth them: as
the one dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they have all
one breath; so that a man hath no preeminence above a
beast: for all [is] vanity.
Ecclesiastes 3:20 All go unto one place; all are of
the dust, and all turn to dust again.
===================================

Spiritual death is a present state of the nonChristian. This is why Paul described the Ephesians as
“dead in transgressions” before their spiritual rebirth (Ephesians 2:5). The second death, by contrast,
is a future event entailing the complete destruction of
soul and body in Gehenna. Spiritual death can
ultimately results in the second death, which is an
absolute death described in the Bible as “everlasting
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destruction.”

4i) Literal everlasting torment for
unbelievers is not what the Bible really
teaches
We have been taught that the punishment for our
finite crimes is infinite punishment, not just death
itself. What sin or lifestyle of sin could possibly
deserve never-ending conscious torment? It's obvious
that finite sins committed in time and space cannot
possibly justify infinite punishing. The common
response has always been that an unsaved person’s sins
are worthy of infinite punishing (eternal torture)
because they are committed against an infinite God and
His eternal laws. Yes, God is an infinite God. We
certainly don't argue against that point. He is
infinitely loving, infinitely holy, omnipresent,
omnipotent, omniscient, and eternal. He's all of those
things, but what does it mean? Does God's being
infinitely holy really mean that even one small sin
(the kind that Christians commit many times a day) is
so offensive to Him that the only thing that can make
it right is to suffer agonizing cruelty for trillions
upon trillions upon trillions of years? Let's just
think for a moment about the logic behind this. After
the first billion years or so, would an infinitely
loving God really think "No, that's not quite enough"?
What practical meaning could the description
"infinitely loving" even have if God can allow the
never-ending anguish of billions of people and still
deserve the title? Do we just call Him all of those
nice things because we have to? Or is it because God
really is loving, holy, etc.?
When people say that God must torture people
endlessly to get vengeance for their sin, are they
making God to conform their own image: cruel,
vindictive, sadistic and unforgiving? People have,
after all, displayed these very character traits
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throughout human history. Consider the wars, the
oppressions, the feuds, and the torture devices that
Man has devised. Consider the grudges, even between
family members, in which past shortcomings are never
forgiven and people refuse to forgive or even speak to
one another.
Jeremiah 17:9 The heart [is] deceitful above all
[things], and desperately wicked: who can know it?
We're capable of about anything that anybody
could imagine. It's only by the grace of God that He's
saved us from the things that He's saved us from and
has changed our lives. But before that we were open
game for anything. You don't want to contemplate
leaving church, not reading the Bible.
The bottom line is that this sadistic doctrine of
perpetual conscious suffering is inconsistent with the
just, loving, moral character of our Almighty Creator
as revealed in the Bible. It would be inhumane not to
question such a glaringly immoral and unjust belief.
Based on the Scriptures, a loving God that
endlessly tortures people is appalling and ludicrous.
It’s such an obvious contradiction and falsehood that
it turns many people off to Christianity altogether.
Supporters of eternal torture insist that this belief
encourages people to convert to Christianity, but the
reverse is actually true.
The whole matter is resolved by the view of literal
everlasting destruction, which holds that the second
death is both punitive and consumptive. Condemned
people who reject God’s love are cast into Gehenna
primarily for the purpose of eradication. Because they
chose sin, and Gehenna, the lake of fire, is where they
will reap the unfortunate wages of their choice —
death. Yes, there will be a period of suffering as
Divine justice properly dictates for each individual—
perhaps a split second, perhaps longer (whatever amount
of wrath the individual has 'treasured' - See the
discussion of Romans 2.5-6 above.) — but any such suf1957

fering will mercifully end in the ultimate just
punishment, namely everlasting total destruction withno
hope of resurrection.
It is also important to emphasize that the view of
literal everlasting destruction allows for all the
conscious pain that Divine justice might require for
any sinner to suffer according to his or her personal
degree of guilt (Romans 2:5-6). In other words, the
second death does not necessarily occur in an instant;
yet the extinguishment of conscious life will
ultimately occur as any suffering experienced
mercifully ends in death in the lake of fire where
destruction of both body and soul occurs (Matthew
10:28). This is eternal death. It lasts forever.
This is a biblical principle regarding God’s
judgment and justice. Consider Babylon in the book of
Revelation, which will be judged to be destroyed, but
will be given “as much torture and grief as the glory
and luxury she gave herself”, while being destroyed
(Romans 2:5).
Revelation 18:5 For her sins have reached unto heaven,
and God hath remembered her iniquities.
Revelation 18:6 Reward her even as she rewarded you,
and double unto her double according to her works: in
the cup which she hath filled fill to her double.
Revelation 18:7 How much she hath glorified herself,
and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give
her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am
no widow, and shall see no sorrow.
As can be seen, according to God’s just judgment,
conscious suffering will be meted out to “Babylon” in
direct relation to the sinful excesses in which she
indulged. She is to get back punishment “as she has
given,” and this penalty will apparently be doubled.
Doubling the payback is in keeping with God’s character
as this is exactly how He judged His very own nation of
Israel
Isaiah 40:2 Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry
unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her
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iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the
LORD'S hand double for all her sins.
Jeremiah 16:18 And first I will recompense their
iniquity and their sin double; because they have
defiled my land, they have filled mine inheritance with
the carcases of their detestable and abominable things.
Revelation chapter 18 informs us of the torment
Babylon will suffer. Yet this suffering will end in
destruction as Babylon will be burned with fire, after
receiving double punishment according to her works:
Revelation 18:6 Reward her even as she rewarded you,
and double unto her double according to her works: in
the cup which she hath filled fill to her double.
Dr. Estep: "God is going to reward her as she has
rewarded Him - not just double, but double double. Of
course the teaching there is you reap more than you
sow."
'filled' - There's where the iniquities are full.
Revelation 18:7 How much she hath glorified herself,
and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give
her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am
no widow, and shall see no sorrow.
Revelation 18:8 Therefore shall her plagues come in
one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall
be utterly burned with fire: for strong [is] the Lord
God who judgeth her.
'fire' - Some think that Rome is Revelation 17 and 18
is Babylon rebuilt - commercial Babylon. It's the
Babylonian system, at one point situated in Rome.
Revelation 18:9 And the kings of the earth, who have
committed fornication and lived deliciously with her,
shall bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall
see the smoke of her burning,
Therefore in one day her plagues will overtake her:
death, mourning and famine. She will be burned with
fire, When the kings of the Earth who committed
adultery with her and shared her luxury see the smoke
of her burning, they will weep and mourn over her.
Note clearly in all the above texts that God does
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n
oot sadistically torture these people perpetually with
fire. No, the fire consumes them. No doubt there’s an
amount of terror and conscious pain to this type of
execution, but it’s not sadistically never-ending — it
mercifully results (ends) in death.
Regarding 'consume' consider:
Psalms 59:13 Consume [them] in wrath, consume [them],
that they [may] not [be]: and let them know that God
ruleth in Jacob unto the ends of the earth. Selah.

Strong's Concordance #3615
kalah: to be complete, at an end, finished,
accomplished, or spent
Original Word: כּלה
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: kalah
Phonetic Spelling: (kaw-law')
Definition: to be complete, at an end, finished,
accomplished, or spent
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
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Definition
to be complete, at an end, finished, accomplished, or
spent
NASB Translation
accomplish (2), accomplished (1), annihilate (1),
annihilated (2), been consumed (2), been spent (1),
brings to pass (1), brought (1), came to an end (1),
ceased (1), come to an end (5), complete (1), completed
(10), completely gone (1), completion (1), consume (6),
consumed (16), decided (3), demolish (1), destroy (10),
destroyed (4), destroyed them all (1), destroys (1),
destruction (1), determined (1), devoured (1), died (1),
end (4), ended (3), ending (1), exhausted (2),
exterminated (1), fail (10), failed (1),
As you can see, according to God’s just judgment,
conscious suffering will be meted out to “Babylon” in
direct relation to the sinful excesses in which she
indulged. She will receive punishment “as she has
given,” and this will apparently be doubled. Doubling
the payback is in keeping with God’s character as this
is how He judged his own nation of Israel (see, for
example, Isaiah 40:2 and Jeremiah 16:18). Revelation 18
goes on to inform us of the “torments” Babylon will
suffer (verses 10 & 15). Yet this suffering will end in
complete destruction as Babylon will be “consumed by
fire” (verse 8), just as this entire present Earth will
ultimately be destroyed in preparation for the new
Earth (2 Peter 3:10-11).
Is this unjust on God’s part? Not at all. Consider
Psalm 97:2-3
Psalms 97:2 Clouds and darkness [are] round about him:
righteousness and judgment [are] the habitation of his
throne.
Psalms 97:3 A fire goeth before him, and burneth up
his enemies round about.
stating that God will judge and destroy his enemies
with consuming fire It assuredly states that
“righteousness and judgment [are] the habitation of his
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throne.” We can always be absolutely confident of the
fact that God’s judgments are completely righteous and
just; and God is not quick in making a judgment; He is
compassionate and gracious, slow to anger abounding in
love”
Psalms 103:8 The LORD [is] merciful and gracious, slow
to anger, and plenteous in mercy.
He is patient… not wanting anyone to perish, but
everyone to come to repentance
2Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his
promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance.
Yet, there’s a limit to God’s patience and mercy if
a stubborn person continually chooses to resist and
rebel against him and when his patience and mercy end,
His judgment begins. Yet even God’s judgments are
balanced by his mercy and justice.
As we can plainly see, the biblical fact that God
is going to destroy his human enemies by a consuming
fire of the second death perfectly coincides with how
God has dealt with his human enemies throughout history.
This is testimony to the unchanging, consistent
character of God.
Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to
day, and for ever.
After all, would it not be strange and totally
inconsistent with God’s just, merciful character as
revealed throughout history if, on judgment day, He
sentenced his human enemies to never-ending conscious
torment — a sadistic, unjust, merciless sentence
diametrically opposed to his consistent, unchanging
character? Of course it would.
Also consider that eternal punishment is pointless,
since it does not rehabilitate or heal. Eternal
punishment is contrary to our own experience of God's
nature and contrary to the innumerable promises of God
made in the Scriptures. Josephus, in writings in Greek
to Jews, concerning the doctrine of the Pharisees he
says: "They believe that wicked spirits are to be kept
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in an eternal imprisonment (eirgmon aidion). The
Pharisees say all souls are incorruptible, but while
those of good men are removed into other bodies those
of bad men are subject to eternal punishment (aidios
timoria)". Regarding Gehenna as the place of punishment,
the Jews at the time of Christ never understood it to
denote eternal conscious punishment.
If Jesus had intended to approve of the doctrine of
the Pharisees then He would have used the terms by
which they described it. But the only word that He uses
to define the duration of punishment was aionios; their
words were aidion, adialeipton and athanaton. Philo and
Josephus say, “thanaton athanaton” (deathless or
immortal death); “eirgmon aidion” (eternal
imprisonment); “aidion timorion” (endless torment); and
“thanaton ateleuteton” (interminable death). But Jesus
used “aionios kolasis,” (Matthew 25:46) an adjective
(aionios) used universally for limited duration, and a
noun (kolasis) that described suffering which produces
improvement.
As we previously stated, not every sinner will accept
correction (improvement), thus their fate will be a death where
both body/soul are destroyed in the Lake ofFire, as described in
elsewhere in this document. The Bible clearly says they will
perish.
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave hisonly
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.
Throughout the Bible God destroys His enemies with fire
Hebrews 12:29 For our God [is] a consuming fire.
Deuteronomy 4:24 For the LORD thy God [is] a consuming
fire, [even] a jealous God.
Deuteronomy 9:3 Understand therefore this day, that
the LORD thy God [is] he which goeth over before thee;
[as] a consuming fire he shall destroy them, and he
shall bring them down before thy face: so shalt thou
drive them out, and destroy them quickly, as the LORD
hath said unto thee.
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Isaiah 30:27 Behold, the name of the LORD cometh from
far, burning [with] his anger, and the burden [thereof
is] heavy: his lips are full of indignation, and his
tongue as a devouring fire:
- a reference to judgment
Ezekiel 22:31 Therefore have I poured out mine
indignation upon them; I have consumed them with the
fire of my wrath: their own way have I recompensed upon
their heads, saith the Lord GOD.
Job 1:16 While he [was] yet speaking, there came also
another, and said, The fire of God is fallen from
heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and the servants,
and consumed them; and I only am escaped alone to tell
thee.
Isaiah 33:14 The sinners in Zion are afraid;
fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites. Who among us
shall dwell with the devouring fire? who among us shall
dwell with everlasting burnings?
Jeremiah 23:29 [Is] not my word like as a fire? saith
the LORD; and like a hammer [that] breaketh the rock in
pieces?
The concept of God as a consuming fire includes
both the idea of God's jealous, holy nature and His
judgment upon those who oppose Him. Used in more than
one way in the Bible, the overall idea is one of power,
both positively in the sense of deserving worship and
negatively in punishing those who oppose Him.
Unfortunately, most of humanity will be destroyed
by God's judgments. They will not gain immortality.
They will not gain life. Jesus states this plainly in
John 12:25.
John 12:25 He that loveth his life shall lose it; and
he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it
unto life eternal.
It is life itself that we can "keep" or "lose." In
fact God's choice to us is always "life" or "death" –
never "life in bliss" or "life in eternal torment." He
always urges us to "choose life."
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4j) Scripturally, what is the fate of the
unrighteous dead?
All of the following passages clearly describe the
two separate destinies of the righteous and the
unrighteous. The “righteous” are people who are inright-standing with God because either they’ve obeyed
His pre-law demands, obeyed His Law or accepted
Christ's payment for their sins. The “unrighteous” are
those who are not in right standing with their Creator
because they’ve dispensationally rejected His Law or
rejected Christ's offer of the free gift of salvation.
The righteous will inherit eternal life, whereas the
unrighteous will reap the wages of sin (death) and be
destroyed.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
" Romans 6:23 can be a reference to eternal death in the
case of a lost man."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Romans Commentary (The
Bible Believers Commentary Series)
The biblical fact is that God is going to destroy
his human enemies by a consuming fire perfectly
coincides with how God has dealt with his human enemies
throughout history. This is a testimony to the
unchanging, consistent character of God.
It would be strange and totally inconsistent with
God’s just, merciful character as revealed throughout
history if he sentenced his human enemies to neverending conscious torment, a sadistic, unjust, merciless
sentence diametrically opposed to his consistent,
unchanging character. Destruction of the wicked is
necessary in order to bring sin to a final end. God
certainly will not everlastingly torture sinners in a
place called hell. A sinner on this earth living for a
millisecond of time, (in comparison to Eternity) being
tortured forever is not justice.
< https://revelationofjesus.net/en/important-questions/hell-is-not-eternaltorture/>
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All the following texts show that God does not
sadistically torture these people perpetually with
fire. Rather, fire consumes them. No doubt there’s an
amount of terror and conscious pain to this type of
execution, but it’s not sadistically never-ending. It
mercifully results in death. To repeat, many of the
following texts note that God does not sadistically
torture the people perpetually with fire. No, the fire
consumes them completely, both body and soul. Certainly
there’s an amount of terror and conscious pain to this
type of execution, but it’s not sadistically neverending. It mercifully results in death.

First consider what 2 Peter says about everlasting
destruction**
** Ungodly believers will not suffer everlasting
destruction. But the Bible plainly teaches that 'the
wicked' (unbelievers) will be destroyed in the lake of
fire, not sadistically tortured endlessly. Being cast
into the Lake of Fire is not about being tortured in
any way. Instead, those that are cast into the Lake of
Fire are never heard from again. They have no more
influence, power or pull on this earth. They simply
perish. They eventually become ashes – cremated, body
and soul are destroyed in the lake of fire. (Matthew
10:28).
Paul also explains exactly what the punishment
of the unbeliever is:
2Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ:
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;
If destruction of the wicked merely meant until
they were resurrected it wouldn't really be everlasting
destruction. However Matthew 10:28 describes the second
death which is a destruction of both body and soul. The
soul contains the information
1966 necessary to resurrect
the body. Thus, in the lake of fire the second death
occurs = everlasting destruction of the individual.

These verses clearly say the lost will be
ultimately destroyed (not preserved) and that the
destruction will last forever. After suffering in
proportion to their sins (Romans 2:5-6), they will be
shut out from everlasting life and miss out on seeing
the glory of God. It is capital punishment of both body
and soul. The fact that it will last 'forever' makes it
“eternal (actually eonian) punishment”. This occurs
after their resurrection.
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;

The word which is here rendered “destruction” #3639
(ὀλ́ εθρον olethron), is different from that which occurs
in Matthew 25:46, and which is there rendered
“punishment” - (κόλασις kolasis). The word ολ̓́ εθρον
olethron- “olethron” - occurs only here and in 1
Corinthians 5:5; 1 Thessalonians 5:3; 1 Timothy 6:9. In
each of which places it is rendered destruction. The
Greek word here is olethron, "destruction," and is the
same as the English word, which means "to ruin,
demolish, abolish". It does not denote annihilation,
but is used in the same sense in which we use the word
when we say that a thing is destroyed. The meaning then
must be, that body and soul are destroyed (Matthew
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10:28).
is "everlasting" shows that it denotes an existence
"away from the face of the Lord and the glory of his
might.
A related verse:
2Thessalonians 2:8 And then shall that Wicked be
revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit
of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of
his coming:

'shall destroy' - Translated as “will annul” here is:
◄ 2673. katargeó ►
Strong's Concordance
katargeó: to render inoperative, abolish
Original Word: καταργέω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: katargeó
Phonetic Spelling: (kat-arg-eh'-o)
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Definition: to render inoperative, abolish
Usage: (a) I make idle (inactive), make of no effect,
annul, abolish, bring to naught, (b) I discharge, sever,
separate from.
HELPS Word-studies
2673 katargéō (from 2596 /katá, "down to a point,"
intensifying 691 /argéō, "inactive, idle") – properly,
idle down, rendering something inert ("completely
inoperative"); i.e. being of no effect (totally without
force, completely brought down); done away with, cause
to cease and therefore abolish; make invalid, abrogate
(bring to nought); "to make idle or inactive" (so also
in Euripides, Phoen., 753, Abbott-Smith).
["2673 (katargéō) means 'to make completely
inoperative' or 'to put out of use,' according to TDNT
(1.453)" (J. Rodman Williams, Renewal Theology "God,
the World & Redemption," 389).]
This word would be applicable to any kind of
destruction.
Revelation 20:11 And I saw a great white throne, and
him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the
heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.
Revelation 20:12 And I saw the dead, small and great,
stand before God; and the books were opened: and
another book was opened, which is [the book] of life:
and the dead were judged out of those things which were
written in the books, according to their works.
These people now know that God exists and certainly
has the power to raise the dead. The statement to them
of their “punishment" will remove all hope from them.
Since they refused to obtain salvation they will suffer
only for their own sins and then face the “second
death.”
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell*.
*Hades
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Here Jesus taught that God would not “preserve”,
but “destroy” both soul and body one day. Even if no
other Bible writer ever used the word “destroy,” one
still must be forced to accept the “destructibility” of
the unsaved soul even if only based upon this rock
solid statement of the Son of God. So the first death,
which is physical death, refers at least to nonexistence in the physical realm; and the second death,
which entails the everlasting destruction of soul and
body refers to absolute non-existence with no hope of
resurrection. The second death is consistently
described in terms of literal death and utter
destruction in the Bible.
Observe now what the Bible has to say about the
fate of the unbeliever, starting with a text where God
is stating precisely what the eternal fate of ungodly
unbelievers will be. The utter destruction of Sodom and
Gomorrah is God’s 'ensample' (example) of what will
ultimately happen to them. It's exactly how God
destroyed these cities.

2Peter 2:6 And turning the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrha into ashes condemned [them] with an overthrow,
making [them] an ensample unto those that after should
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live ungodly;
Peter doesn’t say anything at all about the
residents of this cities suffering perpetually in
varying degrees of conscious torture.

◄ 2692. katastrophé ►
Strong's Concordance
katastrophé: an overthrowing
Original Word: καταστροφή, ῆς, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: katastrophé
Phonetic Spelling: (kat-as-trof-ay')
Definition: an overthrowing
Usage: overthrow, destruction, material or spiritual.
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
from katastrephó
Definition
an overthrowing
NASB Translation
destruction (1), ruin
Thayer's Greek Lexicon
STRONGS NT 2692: καταστροφή
καταστροφή, καταστροφῆς, ἡ (καταστρέφω) (Vulg.subversio
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(aversion)), overthrow, destruction: of cities, 2 Peter
2:6 (WH omits; Tr marginal reading brackets καταστροφή)
(Genesis 19:29); metaphorically, of the extinction of a
spirit of consecration to Christ (A. V. the subverting):
2 Timothy 2:14. (Aeschylus Eum. 490.)
'the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha' - This was so
memorable an example of Divine vengeance, that when the
Scripture speaks of the universal destruction of the
ungodly, it alludes commonly to this as the type. Hence
Peter says, that these cities were made an example.
'Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes' - The word here
rendered “turning into ashes” τεφρωσας tephrōsas occurs
nowhere else in the New Testament. It is from τέφρα
tefra ashes, and means to reduce to ashes, and then to
consume or destroy.
Since apollumi is used to describe this destruction,
the question must be asked: how were the cities of
Sodom & Gomorrah and their inhabitants destroyed? Was
the well-being of these cities merely ruined? No,
Genesis 19:24-28 verifies that they were completely
burned to ashes. This includes all the people in them,
all the animals, and even the vegetation—in fact, all
the land of the entire plain that these cities occupied!
Peter also verifies this:

He [God] condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah
by burning them to ashes…
2 Peter 2:6a
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“Ashes” here is the Greek word tephroo (tef-ROH-oh),
which means “to incinerate, i.e. consume” (Strong 71);
and apollumi is the Greek word used to describe this
absolute incineration as shown above in Luke 17:29. My
point is that apollumi, in this case, refers to utter
destruction and perishing in the sense of complete
incineration. The idea “not extinction, but ruin, loss,
not of being, but of well-being” does not fit at all
because the well-being of Sodom and Gomorrah wasn’t
merely ruined; these cities were completely and finally
destroyed by incineration!
Peter goes on to say that this utter incineration
of Sodom and Gomorrah is an example of what will happen
to the ungodly:
If he [God] condemned the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah by burning them to ashes and made them an
example of what is going to happen to the ungodly;
We know that Peter is specifically referring to
what will happen to the ungodly on Judgment Day when
they’re thrown into the lake of fire — that is, the
second death — because this will be the only time that
all the ungodly will experience a fate comparable to
the judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah.
If the incineration of Sodom and Gomorrah is a true
and trustworthy example of what will happen to the
ungodly when they suffer the second death, then we must
conclude that the ungodly will, in fact, be incinerated;
and if it is certain that the Greek word apollumi
refers to absolute incineration in reference to the
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, then it naturally
follows that apollumi must also refer to absolute
incineration when it is used in reference to the second
death because the incineration of Sodom and Gomorrah is
an example of the second death.
The LORD tells us here precisely what the eternal
fate of ungodly people will be: The utter destruction
of Sodom and Gomorrah is His example of what will
ultimately happen to them. How exactly did God destroy
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these cities as an example? Why, by burning them to
ashes.
The Bible clearly says that Sodom and Gomorrah were
destroyed by “eternal" fire. Yet, how could this be
since the fiery destruction of these cities took place
4000 years ago? This shows that the phrase “eternal
fire” refers to fiery destruction whose results lasts
forever. When applied to human beings and not to
eternally torture them since the fire that destroyed
Sodom and Gomorrah has long since gone out, but their
destruction remains. As always, the Bible is clear if
we simply allow it to interpret itself and resist the
temptation to attach our own biased meanings to words
and phrases.
We know this passage is referring to the second
death because it says that ungodly people will
experience a judgment similar to the incineration of
Sodom and Gomorrah and the only time all the ungodly
will experience such a fate is at the time of the
second death where God will “destroy both soul (self)
and body” in the lake of fire (Matthew 10:28).
2Peter 2:6 states that the ungodly will be burned
“to ashes”. This passage is referring to the second
death because it states that ungodly people will
experience a judgment similar to the incineration of
Sodom and Gomorrah and the only time all the ungodly
will experience such a fate is at the second death when
God will “destroy both soul and body” in the lake of
fire. These cities sinned, so they got judged.
'overthrow' - the word "overthrow" is generally used
when this destruction is spoken of, Deuteronomy 29:23
and therefore retained by the apostle here.
Deuteronomy 29:23 [And that] the whole land thereof
[is] brimstone, and salt, [and] burning, [that] it is
not sown, nor beareth, nor any grass groweth therein,
like the overthrow of Sodom, and Gomorrah, Admah, and
Zeboim, which the LORD overthrew in his anger, and in
his wrath:
2Peter 2:7 And delivered just Lot, vexed with the
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filthy conversation of the wicked:
2Peter 2:8 (For that righteous man dwelling among them,
in seeing and hearing, vexed [his] righteous soul from
day to day with [their] unlawful deeds;)
2Peter 2:9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly
out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the
day of judgment to be punished:
2Peter 2:10 But chiefly them that walk after the flesh
in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government.
Presumptuous [are they], self-willed, they are not
afraid to speak evil of dignities.
2Peter 2:11 Whereas angels, which are greater in power
and might, bring not railing accusation against them
before the Lord.
'these' - the false teachers (ungodly) like those of
(2:10)
'natural' - like an animal or having no more
consideration than one, or one who is unsaved
'brute' - an animal or person characterized by power
and instinct rather than intelligence
'perish in their own corruption - Believers have
escaped the corruption that is in the world through
lusts by the Divine nature. Those in (12) don't have
the Divine nature because their end is from corruption.
'perish' - die in the lake of fire.
'made to be taken and destroyed' - - Intended to be
taken and then destroyed because of their fierce and
destructive nature; so these false teachers and
insurgents must be treated; first incarcerated, and
then brought to judgment, that they may have the reward
of their doings. And thus, by blaspheming what they do
not understand, they at last perish in their own
corruption; i.e. their corrupt doctrines and vicious
practices. They are not only useless to society, but
destructive and thus God has a right to destroy them.
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2Peter 2:12 But these, as natural brute beasts, madeto be
taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they
understand not; and shall utterly perish intheir own
corruption;

Strong's Concordance #5351
phtheiró: to destroy, corrupt, spoil
Original Word: φθείρω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: phtheiró
Phonetic Spelling: (fthi'-ro)
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Definition: to destroy, corrupt, spoil
Usage: I corrupt, spoil, destroy, ruin.
HELPS Word-studies
5351 phtheírō (from phthiō, "perish, waste away") –
properly, waste away, corrupt (deteriorate);
(figuratively) to cause or experience moral
deterioration – i.e. decomposition (break-down), due to
the corrupting influence of sin.
[This root (pht-) literally means "waste away"
(degenerate), "moving down from a higher level (quality,
status) to a lower form.]
Notice that 2 Peter 2:12 plainly teaches that
ungodly people will 'utterly perish' not be
sadistically tortured endlessly. 'Destroyed' is
referring to what will happen after the soul & body are
resurrected wherein the person is judged and cast into
the lake of fire. Peter says that wicked people will
suffer destruction, not eternal torment. Another name
for this everlasting destruction is "the second death".
In fact the second death is "the lake of fire." The
lake of fire cannot be an eternal 'hell' even if one
accepts the mistranslations of the word 'hell', because
under that scenario "death and 'hell' will be cast into
the lake of fire, meaning they will cease to exist. 2
Peter 2:12 plainly teaches that ungodly people will be
destroyed in the lake of fire, not preserved for
roasting torture throughout all eternity. The Greek
word translated as “destroyed” here is phtheírō. Paul
used this very same word to describe our present mortal,
“perishable” bodies in contrast to the immortal,
imperishable bodies that believers will receive at
their resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:42). This is yet
another word that we can add to the seemingly endless
list of biblical words that refer to the second death
strictly in terms of destruction and perishment.
See Revelation 20:14. For verification of this:
Revelation 20:13 And the sea gave up the dead which
were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead
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which were in them: and they were judged every man
according to their works.
Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the second death.
Revelation 20:15 And whosoever was not found written
in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
In 2 Peter 2:12 ungodly people are likened to
“brute beasts, creatures of instinct.” The word ‘beasts’
here is translated from a Greek word which means
“animals” (Strongs #35). Now note what the latter part
of verse 12 states will happen to these ‘animals:’ “and
like beasts they too will perish.” So the Bible clearly
likens unrighteous people here to animals, creatures of
instinct, and states that they will ultimately perish
in the same manner as animals. Since this is so, the
question is naturally raised: How do animals perish? Do
they perish by being consciously tortured forever and
ever? Do they perish by having their “well-being
ruined?” Do they perish by spending eternity “separated
from God?” No, they perish by simply ceasing to
consciously exist (though, of course, some amount of
conscious suffering is involved in that perishing).
2 Peter 2:12 teaches that ungodly people will be
destroyed (in the lake of fire), not sadistically
tortured endlessly. Again, the Greek word translated
as“destroyed” here is phtheírō. Paul used this very
sameword (corruption) to describe our present mortal,
“perishable” bodies in contrast to the immortal,
imperishable bodies that believers will receive at
their resurrection.
So the Bible likens unrighteous people here to
animals, creatures of instinct, and emphasizes that
they will ultimately perish in the same manner as
animals. How do animals perish? Do they perish by being
consciously tortured forever and ever? Do they perish
by having their “well-being ruined?” Do they perish by
spending eternity “separated from God?” No, because
none of these mean perishing. Animals perish simply by
ceasing to exist (though, of course, some amount of
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suffering is involved in their perishing).
This is not an isolated instance in Scripture.
Psalm 49:20 says
Psalms 49:20 Man [that is] in honour, and
understandeth not, is like the beasts [that] perish.
"Verses 1–20 are self-explanatory and repeat the
refrain so familiar to the reader of the Book of
Ecclesiastes. You came in naked, and you go out naked
(vs. 17). See 1 Timothy 6:7 and Job 1:21.
You go the way of all your flesh (vs. 19), and if
they are lost like you are—the rich man had five
brothers (Luke 16:28) — they too will die like dogs (vs.
20)"
- Psalms commentary Vol. 1 Peter S. Ruckman
The word ‘beasts’ in this verse likewise refers to
“animals” (Strong 19). One might suggest that
this passage is referring to the first death and not to
the second death, but this can’t be so because rich men
with understanding as well as rich men without
understanding will both ultimately suffer the first
death. Besides this, the writer of this Psalm says in
verse 15 that 'God will redeem my life from the grave
(Sheol); he will surely take me to him.' The psalmist
confidently believed that God would redeem him from
Sheol/Hades, whereas we can confidently deduce that
“the man who has riches without understanding” will be
resurrected from Sheol/Hades on the Day of Judgment to
be judged and cast into the lake of fire, where like
beasts he will perish
2Peter 3:7 But the heavens and the earth, which are
now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto
fire against the day of judgment and perdition of
ungodly men.
2Peter 3:8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one
thing, that one day [is] with the Lord as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day.
2Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his
promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance.
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2Peter 2:6 says that the ungodly will be burned “to
ashes,” 3:7 that they will suffer “perdition”*, and
3:9 that they will “perish.” Peter, who walked with
Jesus Christ throughout his 3-year earthly ministry,
keeps bringing up the issue of the second death yet
only speaks of it in terms of incineration, destruction
and perishment. He doesn’t say anything at all about
suffering perpetually in varying degrees of conscious
torture. If this perverse belief were true, wouldn’t
this section of Scripture mention it somewhere since
it’s specifically dealing with the subject of the
second death, the eternal fate of ungodly people? We
think being tormented forever and ever is much too
important a detail to leave out, don’t you? The obvious
reason Peter didn’t mention it is because this sadistic
teaching is not a biblical doctrine. It’s a myth, a
satanic lie (which will be proven momentarily) that has
been perpetuated for centuries by the formidable force
of religious tradition.
* KJV Dictionary Definition: perdition - PERDI'TION, n. L. perdition, from perdo,
to lose, to ruin.
1Corinthians 15:42 So also [is] the resurrection of
the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in
incorruption:

◄ 5356. phthora ►
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Strong's Concordance
phthora: destruction, corruption
Original Word: φθορά, ᾶς, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: phthora
Phonetic Spelling: (fthor-ah')
Definition: destruction, corruption
Usage: corruption, destruction, decay, rottenness,
decomposition.
HELPS Word-studies
Cognate: 5356 phthorá (from 5351 /phtheírō) –
destruction from internal corruption (deterioration,
decay); "rottenness, perishableness, corruption, decay,
decomposition" (Souter). See 5351 (phteírō).
This is a word that refers to the second death
strictly in terms of complete destruction and utter
perishment.
Jude 7 also speaks of this example of Sodom and
Gomorrah:
Jude 1:7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities
about them in like manner, giving themselves over to
fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set
forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of
eternal fire.
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The Bible clearly states here that Sodom and
Gomorrah were destroyed by “eternal fire.” Yet, how
could this be since the fiery destruction of these
cities has long since taken place? Are Sodom and
Gomorrah actually burning today? No. In fact, they are
now 'underwater', their remains in the now dry Dead Sea.
Sodom and Gomorrah are not burning forever, they are
destroyed forever, never to be rebuilt. This proves
that the phrase “eternal fire” was actually age-long
(eonian) in duration and refers to a fiery destruction
whose results last forever and not to eternal torture,
because the fire that destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah has
long since gone out, but their destruction remains. The
fire went out after everything was burned up. Likewise,
everlasting fire will go out after it has turned the
wicked to ashes. As always, the Bible is clear if we
simply allow it to interpret itself and resist the
temptation to attach our own biased meanings to words
and phrases.
2Peter 2:6 And turning the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrha into ashes condemned [them] with an overthrow,
making [them] an ensample unto those that after should
live ungodly;
This is an ensample (example) to demonstrate how
God will punish the wicked. The words here rendered
“turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes”
τεφρωσας tephrōsas, occurs nowhere else in the New
Testament. It is from τέφρα tefra, ashes, and means to
reduce to ashes, and then to consume or destroy.
'Making [them] an ensample' - That is, they were a
demonstration that God disapproved of the crimes for
which they were punished and would disapprove of the
same crimes in every age and in every land. The
punishment of one wicked man or people always becomes a
warning to all others. The people of these cities
sinned - they got judged. While there may be a
tribulation context to this verse the plain simple
English states 'making [them] an ensample unto those
that after should live ungodly;'. Nothing is said about
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eternal torture.
Again, a verse related to this:
Psalms 49:20 Man [that is] in honour, and
understandeth not, is like the beasts [that] perish.
The man who "understandeth not” will be resurrected
from Sheol/Hades for judgment to be judged and cast
into the lake of fire, where, like beasts, he will
perish.

Many more examples* that prove that literal
everlasting torment for unbelievers is not what the
Bible really teaches
*Example verses may have Tribulation or Millennial
context, etc. Some verses apply doctrinally only to
Christians. Regarding salvation, an Old Testament saint
was possibly able to earned the salvation the Christian
has in this sense - by obeying God (Jesus must complete
their salvation.) In the Old Testament God told them to
sacrifice at the temple. Their animal sacrifice
represented what God would pay with, a 'picture' of His
'money'. Many Old Testament saints didn't know what God
was going to do. They were 'not looking forward' to the
Cross as we 'look back'. They did not immediately go to
heaven. Their salvation was as ours is, but their
atonement wasn't complete until Jesus Christ died on
the Cross.
All Scripture has a doctrinal, historical and
spiritual application although only one interpretation.
With the spiritual application you can take verses
anywhere in the Bible and apply them to your or any
other dispensation. For example, from Noah we can learn
that God doesn't fool around with sinners. His wrath
falls on every person, even though there its world-wide.
Don't keep rejecting or the wrath of God will fall on
you like it did on the world.
Is God trying to intentionally deceive us by using
words that have a different meaning than what their
plain meaning is? It's a basic rule of hermeneutics
(the methodology of interpretation) that the literal
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meaning is the first meaning used unless context
declares otherwise. One has to redefine plain simple
English in order to get eternal torment as the final
fate of the unsaved. (My highlighting below).
To amplify a definition that is extremely important PERISH
Strong's #622 to destroy
apollumi (pronounced ap-ol'-loo-mee)
from 575 and the base of 3639; to destroy fully
(reflexively, to perish, or lose), literally or
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figuratively:--destroy, die, lose, mar, perish
Thayer's Greek Lexicon:
apollumi
1) to destroy
1a) to put out of the way entirely, abolish, put an end
to ruin
1b) render useless
1c) to kill
1d) to perish, to be lost, ruined, destroyed
2) to lose
Webster's 1828 dictionary defines 'perish' as 'To
be destroyed', 'to come to nothing'.
Those who die as unbelievers will experience
further destruction by being cast into in the lake of
fire, which is the second death.
Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and
the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have
their part in the lake which burneth with fire and
brimstone: which is the second death.
The first death is the physical death, when a man's
soul and spirit are separated from his body. The second
death is a physical and spiritual death, suffering in
the Lake of Fire. The Second Death is God's judgment
upon lost Sinners. We see this clear distinction in
Matthew 10:28, where both soul and body are destroyed
in hell (Gehenna). Result: The lost sinner will suffer
the second death from which there is no resurrection.
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Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
Additional information to fortify the meaning of
perish:
Hebrew "'abad, Definition - Perish, be destroyed"
Hebrew "shamad, Definition - to perish, be destroyed."
Greek "apollumi, Definition - to perish, to be lost,
ruined, destroyed"
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.
A better translation would be “whoever believes in
Him should not be lost.” We are all lost until God
finds us. Those who die yet unbelieving will experience
further “apollumi,” or being “lost” in the lake of fire,
which is the second death. But God has promised to
destroy all death once and for all and grant belief to
all at the consummation of the ages. Those who are
“lost” or “perished,” are like the lost sheep. The lost
sheep was perished, but the shepherd sought it out and
restored it. We are all like the lost sheep before God
finds us. Even now we are. We are all “apollumi”, or
“lost and perished” as the lost sheep was. We are
separated and alienated from God. But the lost sheep
did not stay that way. And neither does anyone else.
The Good Shepherd does not stop looking until He has
found the last one.
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Considering the foregoing Biblical references we can
make the following observations:
- The wicked shall perish.
The sincere reader will understand that the primary
meaning of perish is to lose life, to come to an end,
or to be destroyed.
PERISH is paralleled with die, kill, destroyed,
consumed, slain, being eaten up, laid waste, go to
nothing, be as nothing, vanish, withereth, cut
off, turn again unto dust, deceased, fade away and
utterly wasted.
PERISH is illustrated by dung, turning again to dust,
consuming into smoke, melting like wax before a fire,
melting away, a vine being burned by fire, breath
leaving a body, years being shortened, a city being
uninhabited, and bottles breaking.
PERISH is contrasted to prolonging days, days not
failing, enduring, abiding, having no end, living,
eternal life, everlasting life, being renewed, and
remaining.
As to any secondary meanings of perish, NONE even
remotely express the theory of endless torment.
The fact that men are "perishing" and need
salvation is emphasized again and again. We have
noticed the word in John 3:16. In 1 Cor. 1:18 we read,
"For the preaching of the cross is to them who are
perishing - foolishness, but unto them who are being
saved - unto us it is the power of God." It is the same
word (translated "lost" in A.V.) in 2 Cor. 4:3.
"The Greek language does not possess any [words]
stronger, to express literal death of being. Secondary
meaning”: Hurtful lusts which drown men in destruction
(olethros) - ruin.
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We examined the Greek word apollumi. We saw how the
usual definition of this word—“to destroy fully”
(Strong #622) is applicable to the second death of the
1986

ungodly because Jesus used apollumi to describe
the utter incineration of Sodom and Gomorrah, which is
an ensample (example) of the second death.
Jeremiah 50:40 As God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah and the neighbour [cities] thereof,
saith the LORD; [so] shall no man abide there, neither shall any son of man dwell therein.

Like many words, apollumi has secondary definitions;
one of its secondary definitions is “lost.” A good
example of apollumi used in this manner would be Luke
19:10 wherein Jesus states, “For the Son of man is come
to seek and to save that which was lost (apollumi).” In
this text unredeemed people are said to be “lost”, but
lost from what? And lost in what sense? The following
are at two parables wherein Jesus answers these
questions.
First consider the Parable of the Lost Sheep. As we
read this passage notice how apollumi is translated as
“lost” and “loses:”
Luke 15:3 And he spake this parable unto them, saying,
Luke 15:4 What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if
he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine
in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost,
until he find it?

Strong's 622
ἀπόλλυμι
to destroy fully (reflexively, to perish, or lose),
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literally or figuratively
1 to destroy utterly, destroy, kill: Mk 124, 922, al.;
τ. ψνχήν, Mat.10:28, al.;
2 to lose utterly: Mat.10:42, al.; metaph., of failing
to save,
Thayer's Greek Lexicon
1) to destroy
1a) to put out of the way entirely, abolish, put an end
to ruin
1b) render useless
1c) to kill
1d) to declare that one must be put to death
1e) metaph. to devote or give over to eternal misery in
hell
1f) to perish, to be lost, ruined, destroyed
2) to destroy
2a) to lose
Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words
• Destroy, Destroyer, Destruction, Destructive
• Lose, (suffer) Loss, Lost
• Perish
(b) "to be lost," e.g., Luke 15:4 (2nd part), "which is
lost;" metaphorically, from the relation between
shepherd and flock, of spiritual destitution and
alienation from God, Matthew 10:6, "(the) lost (sheep)"
of the house of Israel; Luke 19:10 (the perfect tense
translated "lost" is here intransitive).
Luke 15:5 And when he hath found [it], he layeth [it]
on his shoulders, rejoicing.
In this parable Jesus likens an unsaved person who
is lost from God to a lost sheep that has strayed from
its shepherd. Obviously here apollumi means “lost”
primarily in the sense that the sheep was lost from its
shepherd. But what would have ultimately happened to
the lost sheep if the shepherd had not gone forth to
seek and save it? Jesus doesn’t say, but He doesn’t
have to. Everyone knows that a lost sheep, separated
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from the protective care of its shepherd, would die —
prey to predators or otherwise if not found. So the
sheep was not only lost in the sense that it was lost
from its shepherd, but lost in the sense that it would
ultimately perish if not saved as well.
In the same sense, a sinner who is lost from God
will most certainly perish if not saved; they will
suffer everlasting destruction of soul and body in hell.
This is the second death. That’s why sinners are
biblically said to be “perishing” (Corinthians 1:18),
they’re lost from God and on their way to the ultimate
perishment - the lake of fire and total destruction of
body and soul (Matthew 10:28).
With the destruction of the soul, resurrection is
not possible unless God intervenes.
Leviticus 17:14 For [it is] the life of all flesh; the
blood of it [is] for the life thereof: therefore I said
unto the children of Israel, Ye shall eat the blood of
no manner of flesh: for the life of all flesh [is] the
blood thereof: whosoever eateth it shall be cut off.

The life of the flesh is the soul. Thus, if the
soul is destroyed (Matthew 10:28) there can be no
resurrection, unless God intervenes.
Lost sinners are dead to the Heavenly Father, they
have no real relationship with him and are on their way
to “starving to death” apart from him. Unless they
repent of their sin they will indeed perish in the
absolute sense.
In the 'Writings' below various verses speak of
people being put to death. Death for the sinner is the
punishment for sin. Romans 6:23 and many other
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Scriptures state this very clearly.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
However, in the case of unrepentant sinners death
lasts forever. They are cast into the lake of fire,
which is the second death (with no hope of
resurrection*).
That is why it truly everlasting punishment. It is a
punishment with everlasting effects. While believers
will be resurrected to Life, unbelievers will be told
they will miss out on the joy of being alive forever.
Their sentence and punishment of death will last
forever. The Bible says they will perish, be totally
destroyed (the second death) in the lake of fire after
suffering for the specific amount of wrath they have
'treasured' (Romans 2:5-6) while alive. That is why
Christ terms it 'everlasting punishment', as both body
and soul will be destroyed (Matthew 10:28). Thus,
unrepentant sinners who die in that state will have no
hope of being resurrected, but will be completely
destroyed.
Some of the following verses speak of the unsaved
burning. Fire is often used in the Scriptures as an
emblem of fierce punishment. The idea is, that the
person referred to could expect nothing but the wrath
of God. Fire is the wrath of God, which shows the vile
nature of sin and the strictness of God's justice, the
intolerableness of future punishment. It is said to
"devour the adversaries", not only open ones, but
secret, underhanded enemies. With this fire of God's
wrath unrepentant sinners shall be devoured; they
shall be eternally destroyed, both soul and body; that
is, everlastingly punished, or punished with
everlasting destruction. Raging fire will literally
devour God’s enemies consuming them wholly both body
and soul (Matthew 10:28).
Hebrews 10:27 But a certain fearful looking for of
judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the
adversaries.
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'Devour the adversaries' - For if sinners sin willfully
after they have received the knowledge of the truth,
fiery indignation which will devour these adversaries
of God. That is all who become the adversaries or
enemies of the Lord. Fire is often said to devour, or
consume, and the meaning here is, that those who should
thus become the enemies of the Lord must perish.
Romans 1:32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they
which commit such things are worthy of death, not only
do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.
'Worthy of death' - The sinner is the author of his own
destruction. He, himself, gathers the fuel to feed the
fire. The wicked are worthy of a death in the lake of
fire (Gehenna). They are receiving no more than their
due. They are only being paid for their deeds. God does
not have any pleasure in the death of the wicked. He
would that all men everywhere should repent. He is not
a tyrant who with ruthless rage casts the just to the
tormentors. He even goes so far as to open provide hope.
He offers salvation by the way of the Cross to the
vilest of the vile. Instead of heeding what he hears,
the sinner has given himself over to unrighteousness,
committing fornication, wickedness, covetousness,
maliciousness. He is full of envy, murder, deceit,
malignity. He is a hater of God, despiteful, proud, an
inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents,
without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful. Men
who live in this way are truly worthy of death. Their
end is to be destroyed in the lake of fire.
The fate of the sinner is not to suffer eternally.
Death may not be immediate in every sinner's case.
After paying for the wrath they have 'treasured'
(Romans 2:5-6) they will be destroyed. This is
consistent with the actions of a 'just' God.
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The writings of the Apostle Paul do not mention
eternal conscious torment of unbelievers
anywhere
The Apostle Paul is by far the most important
figure in the New Testament aside from Jesus Christ.
Over half of the book of Acts, which is a biblical
documentation of the early church, is devoted to Paul’s
exploits in ministry. About one third of the entire New
Testament and nearly two thirds of the epistles were
actually written by Paul under the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit. But Paul never mentioned a place called
"hell" in any of his thirteen epistles, even though he
said that he received his gospel directly from God, not
from Man.
Paul never mentions hell in any of his letters.
Not once. Paul would have certainly mentioned something
somewhere about unrepentant sinners suffering eternal
conscious torment if this doctrine were true. This is
way too important of an issue to forget to mention, yet
Paul says absolutely nothing about eternal torture
anywhere in his inspired writings or in his exploits as
recorded in the book of Acts. Out of the fourteen
biblical letters written by Paul (assuming he’s the
writer of Hebrews) in all but six of them he repeatedly
made very clear statements about the eternal fate of
those who reject the gospel. In various ways with
various words Paul was sure to repeatedly declare
precisely what would happen to those who foolishly
reject the gospel. Paul didn't hide any aspect of the
truth – including the awful truth that those who reject
the Messiah will be utterly "destroyed" by the raging,
consuming fire of the Lord.
If Jesus supposedly preached eternal torture, then
Paul would have certainly backed it up. Yet Paul taught
no such thing because Jesus taught no such thing, not
to mention the Bible they taught from teaches no such
thing.
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Paul entered into debates about matters of diet,
Sabbath observance and circumcision. But there is no
debate recorded in which Jesus or Paul said that people
could possibly be eternally tormented 'hell'. People
never asked him, "How can you condemn us to a 'hell'
that was never mentioned in Hebrew scripture by God or
any prophet. Who are you to condemn us to this 'hell'
which God and the prophets knew nothing about?"
Let’s review these statements here (My
highlighting).
Enemies of the cross of Christ → 'whose end is
destruction' Philippians 3:18 (For many walk, of whom I have told
you often, and now tell you even weeping, [that they
are] the enemies of the cross of Christ:
Philippians 3:19 Whose end [is] destruction, whose God
[is their] belly, and [whose] glory [is] in their shame,
who mind earthly things.)

◄ 684. apóleia ►
Strong's Concordance
apóleia: destruction, loss
Original Word: ἀπώλεια, ας, ἡ
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Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: apóleia
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-o'-li-a)
Definition: destruction, loss
Usage: destruction, ruin, loss, perishing; eternal ruin.
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
from apollumi
Definition
destruction, loss
NASB Translation
destruction (13), destructive (1), perdition (1),
perish (1), waste (1), wasted (1).
Thayer's Greek Lexicon
STRONGS NT 684: ἀπώλεια
1. actively, a destroying, utter destruction:
b. in particular, the destruction which consists in the
loss of eternal life, eternal misery, perdition, the
lot of those excluded from the kingdom of God:
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
damnation, destruction, perish, waste.
From a presumed derivative of apollumi; ruin or loss
(physical, spiritual or eternal) -- damnable(-nation),
destruction, die, perdition, X perish, pernicious ways,
waste.
see GREEK apollumi
Thayer's Greek Lexicon:
apollumi
1) to destroy
1a) to put out of the way entirely, abolish, put an end
to ruin
1b) render useless
1c) to kill
1d) to declare that one must be put to death
1e) metaphorically to devote or give over to eternal
misery in hell
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1f) to perish, to be lost, ruined, destroyed
2) to destroy
2a) to lose
'whose end [is] destruction' - Everlasting destruction,
the destruction of both body and soul in the lake of
fire (Gehenna). However pleasing rejection of the Lord
may be to some people, the end of them is eternal death,
destruction and misery. To strike at the sacrifice of
Christ's Cross, his blood, righteousness, and sacrifice,
will result in swift destruction (Matthew 10:28).
'whose God [is their] belly' - Like scavengers, whose
living is to empty that liveth to fill ditches, that
make their gut their god. The great business of these
is, their sensuality, their good eating and drinking;
they mind the pleasing of their carnal appetite, as if
it were their god,
Dr. Estep: - "'shame' - the fleshly things
'mind' - their mind desires earthly things
If you have the right goal God will show you the
process to attain it. A heretic wants to glorify self practically, doctrinally wrong. They don't tithe,
baptize, a new legalism is set up by them."
'who's end is ..'"
Romans 8:13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall
die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds
of the body, ye shall live.
We should crucify the 'down here' affections.
If you have the right goal God will show you the
process to attain it."
Apparently, Dr. Estep takes 'destruction' in more
of a spiritual sense 'through the Spirit do mortify the
deeds of the body' than Greek meaning conveys. Besides
only Christians can crucify their flesh and they are
'unlikely' to be 'enemies of the Cross of Christ'! "—
"Note the verse is not restricted to the LOST, as the
pious commentators would have you think. Christians can
“perish” and be “destroyed” (1 Cor. 8:11), and they can
be an enemy of the “cross of Christ” without being an
enemy of the One who died on that cross."
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- RUCKMAN BIBLE REFERENCES Important Verses in the
Bible Dr. Peter S. Ruckman
Thus, 'They' does not apply only to an unbeliever.
The Scripture he uses, Romans 8:13, clearly states 'For
if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die '... That is
the unrepentant sinner's Scriptural end.
Thayer's Greek Lexicon assigns meanings to
'apollumi' such as 'die', 'abolish', 'to declare that
one must be put to death'. ' to perish, to be lost,
ruined, destroyed'. These definitions are clearly more
in the physical realm.
Philippians 3:19 Whose end [is] destruction, whose God
[is their] belly, and [whose] glory [is] in their shame,
who mind earthly things.)
'Whose end [is] destruction' - The day of judgment is
the day when ungodly people will suffer everlasting
destruction. This is their “eternal punishment” as God
destroys “both soul and body” - “eternal punishment",
not “eternal punishing”. This is the ultimate destiny
of God’s enemies as Paul verifies in Philippians
3:18-19.
Philippians 3:18 (For many walk, of whom I have told
you often, and now tell you even weeping, [that they
are] the enemies of the cross of Christ:
Philippians 3:19 Whose end [is] destruction, whose God
[is their] belly, and [whose] glory [is] in their shame,
who mind earthly things.)
Thus, the Bible repeatedly refers to God’s enemies
as doomed to destruction (apoleia) or prepared for
destruction.
The eternal destiny of ungodly people who reject
God’s love in Christ is destruction — they will
ultimately be destroyed (Matthew (10:28). How much
plainer could the Bible be?
Without resurrection the believer, like the
unbeliever, will have perished 1996

1Corinthians 15:18 Then they also which are fallen
asleep in Christ are perished.

G622 ἀπόλλυμι - Strong's Greek Lexicon Number
ἀπόλλυμι
I destroy, lose, am perishing
(a) I kill, destroy, (b) I lose, mid: I am
perishing (the resultant death being viewed as
certain).
Strong's:
ἀπόλλυμι
to destroy fully (reflexively, to perish, or lose),
literally or figuratively
Derivation: from G575 and the base of G3639;
KJV Usage: destroy, die, lose, mar, perish.
Thayer
1) to destroy
1a) to put out of the way entirely, abolish, put an end
to ruin
1b) render useless
1c) to kill
1d) to declare that one must be put to death
It means exactly what it says. Without resurrection
the believer, like the unbeliever, will have perished,
will have passed out of being, will have been destroyed.
The idea of a conscious intermediate state, with
departments in some mythological form of Hades, is
foreign to the Scriptures and antagonistic to this
passage. Death ends life and apart from resurrection
death means utter destruction. Resurrection, which is
everywhere the one theme of hope in the Scriptures, is
set aside by orthodoxy, and death instead is eulogized
as the gate to life.
'Which are fallen asleep in Christ' - Which have died as
Christians;
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Dr. Ruckman: " If Christ didn’t come up from the dead,
then the dead Christians are perished; you are never
going to hear from them again. That’s the end of them.
They are either asleep in Abraham’s Bosom, or they are
in Hell*.
* Hades
Unbelievers are like worthless land that will in
the end will be burned Hebrews 6:8 But that which beareth thorns and briers
[is] rejected, and [is] nigh unto cursing; whose end
[is] to be burned.

'But that which beareth thorns and briers, -. To which
Wicked men are unfruitful and unprofitable, and are
hurtful, pricking and grieving, by their wicked lives
and conversations, by their bitter and reproachful
words, and by their violent and cruel persecutions; and
particularly carnal professors, and especially
apostates, such as before described; for to such earth,
professors of religion may be compared, who are worldly,
slothful, defrauding and overreaching, carnal and
wanton; as also heretical men, and such as turn from
the faith, deny it, and persecute the saints: and the
things or actions produced by them are aptly expressed
by "thorns and briers", such heresies and evil works of
all kinds and which show that the good seed of the word
was never sown in their hearts and that that which they
expel is natural to them. ἀκάνθας καὶ τριβόλους] Thorns and
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thistles. Proverbial designation of rankly springing
weeds and wild growth.
'whose end is to be burned' - with everlasting and
unquenchable fire, in the lake which burns with fire
and brimstone The second death is the result; both
body and soul are destroyed (Matthew 10:28). What is
meant is the burning up of the field itself by fire and
brimstone coming down from heaven; by which, e.g., the
soil of Sodom and Gomorrha was rendered for ever
incapable of tillage
'rejected' - after having been tested; so the Greek
implies. In other words, no more labor is performed
upon it. Reprobate, rejected by the Lord.
Dr. Estep: " There's blessing from God in Hebrews 6:7
and cursing from God in Hebrews 6:8.
Matthew 25:30 And cast ye the unprofitable servant
into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.
If they don't accept the word from heaven, they
don't bring forth fruit then their end is to be burned.
Matthew 25:30. Tribulation."
Dr. Ruckman: " The “precious fruit of the earth” is
reaped at a post-tribulation rapture and the “tares”
that are left are BURNED (Mal[achi]. 4:1–6). One class
was “meet for them by whom it is dressed” (Heb. 6:7)
because they received “blessing from God” (6:7), and
the other is “rejected, and is NIGH UNTO CURSING” (Heb.
6:8) because their end is “TO BE BURNED” (6:8). This
was the “baptism of FIRE” which John spoke of in
Matthew 3:9–11 and which was still being held in
abeyance (Acts 1–7) at the time the author of Hebrews
wrote Hebrews 6."
Thayer's Greek Lexicon
STRONGS NT 2740: καῦσις
καῦσις, καύσεως, ἡ (καίω), burning, burning up: ἧς τό τέλος
εἰς καῦσιν, the fate of which land (appointed it by God)
is, to be burned up (by fire and brimstone from heaven
cf. Deuteronomy 29:23), Hebrews 6:8; cf. Bleek at the
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passage (Herodotus, Plato, Isocrates, Plutarch, others;
the Sept.)
Regarding Malachi 4:1-5:
Two day of the LORD” expressions yet remain to be
fulfilled:
1. At the end of the 7-year tribulation period or
Daniel’s 70th week (see Joel 3:14), and
2. At the end of the millennium (see 2 Peter 3:10).
Both of these specific judgments result in condemned
people being thrown into the lake of fire: The preMillennial judgment of Christ will take place at the
end of the 7-year Tribulation period (see Matthew
25:31-46) otherwise known as the judgment of living
nations; and the great white throne judgment will take
place at the end of the millennium. Secondly, Malachi
4:1-5 coincides perfectly with a text we’ve already
examined, Matthew 13:40-43, which is an unquestionable
reference to the second death. We previously observed,
earlier in this document, how well these texts parallel
each other, but for the reader's convenience we again
present this section.
Malachi 4:1-5 coincides perfectly with
Matthew 13:40 As therefore the tares are gathered and
burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this
world.
Matthew 13:41 The Son of man shall send forth his
angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all
things that offend, and them which do iniquity;
Matthew 13:42 And shall cast them into a furnace of
fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.
Matthew 13:43 Then shall the righteous shine forth as
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears
to hear, let him hear.
which is an unquestionable reference to the second
death.
Notice how well these texts parallel each other:
Malachi 4:1 For, behold, the day cometh, that shall
burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that
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do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh
shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it
shall leave them neither root nor branch.
Matthew 13:42 And shall cast them into a furnace of
fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.
Malachi 4:1 For, behold, the day cometh, that shall
burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that
do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh
shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it
shall leave them neither root nor branch.
Matthew 13:40 As therefore the tares are gathered and
burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this
world.
Malachi 4:2 But unto you that fear my name shall the
Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings;
and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the
stall.
Matthew 13:43 Then shall the righteous shine forth as
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears
to hear, let him hear.
Both texts liken the lake of fire to a blazing
furnace; both texts liken “all that do wickedly” to
combustible matter that will be burned up (“stubble”
and “tares”). Both texts reveal that, after all the
wicked are destroyed, the righteous will shine like the
sun; and both texts reveal that all that will be left
of the ungodly will be ashes. Malachi 4:3 expressly
states this
Malachi 4:3 And ye shall tread down the wicked; for
they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the
day that I shall do [this], saith the LORD of hosts.
whereas Matthew 13:40
Matthew 13:40 As therefore the tares are gathered and
burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this
world.
implies this with the figure of tares burned in
the fire. Since these are clearly coinciding texts both
refer to the ultimate end of the ungodly in the lake of
fire, the second death.
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Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the second death.
Notice also that Malachi 4:1 states that “it shall
leave them neither root nor branch and verse 4:3 states
that the wicked will be “ashes.” Both verses are
figurative, but the picture they’re intended to portray
is clear: there will be nothing left of the ungodly but
ashes when God’s raging fire consumes them. They will
be totally destroyed both soul and body as Jesus
solemnly declared:
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell*.
*Gehenna (This is prove in this document.)
The wicked will be burned up Malachi 4:1 For, behold, the day cometh, that shall
burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that
do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh
shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it
shall leave them neither root nor branch.
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◄ 3857. lahat ►
Strong's Concordance
lahat: to blaze up, flame
Original Word: להט
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: lahat
Phonetic Spelling: (law-hat')
Definition: to blaze up, flame
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
burn up, set on fire, flaming, kindle
A primitive root; properly, to lick, i.e. (by
implication) to blaze -- burn (up), set on fire,
flaming, kindle.
2Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ:
Psalms 21:9 Thou shalt make them as a fiery oven in
the time of thine anger: the LORD shall swallow them up
in his wrath, and the fire shall devour them.
Isaiah 10:16 Therefore shall the Lord, the Lord of
hosts, send among his fat ones leanness; and under his
glory he shall kindle a burning like the burning of a
fire.
Isaiah 10:17 And the light of Israel shall be for a
fire, and his Holy One for a flame: and it shall burn
and devour his thorns and his briers in one day;
Joel 2:5 Like the noise of chariots on the tops of
mountains shall they leap, like the noise of a flame of
fire that devoureth the stubble, as a strong people set
in battle array.
'stubble' - like in Malachi 4:1. That stubble is
connected with men. Men are connected with trees in the
Bible. With the word 'stubble' God is continuing to
develop the spiritual picture of Malachi 4:1. God is
not teaching that the unsaved are literally “stubble”.
Rather, as stubble is easily overcome by the fire, so
the unsaved will be overcome by the wrath of God. This
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language does not give us details about what happens to
the unsaved in the lake of fire.
'that it shall leave them neither root nor branch' - In
the lake of fire, there will be no possibility of
salvation. There will be no Christ there to save. The
Lord Jesus is the “root” that is not available to the
unsaved as Judgment Day. He is also referred to as 'the
branch'
Revelation 22:16 I Jesus have sent mine angel to
testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the
root and the offspring of David, [and] the bright and
morning star.
Zechariah 6:12 And speak unto him, saying, Thus
speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Behold the man
whose name [is] The BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of
his place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD:
This is an expression for total destruction. Neither
man nor child shall escape. This signifies an entire
and complete destruction. This is proverbial for utter
destruction
The judgment of God will leave for the unsaved
“neither root nor branch”. The “root and branch” will
be taken away from them. That is, the Lord Jesus and
the true believers with the gospel will be taken away
from them. Malachi does not give us a picture of eternal
torment, but of total destruction. Nothing, no part of
them, not one “root or branch,” will be left for the
wicked, which means they will be totally consumed,
totally gone. As for those who do not revere God’s name,
“all the arrogant” and “every evildoer,” they will be
like stubble set on fire; they will be burned up so
completely that “not a root or branch will be left to
them”; they will be like ashes under the soles of the
feet of the righteous. These easy-to-understand figures
eliminate any possibility of remnant or survivor. A
clearer example of literal destruction could hardly be
given.
Malachi 4:2 But unto you that fear my name shall the
Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings;
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and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the
stall.
Malachi 4:3 And ye shall tread down the wicked; for
they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the
day that I shall do [this], saith the LORD of hosts.

◄ 6072. asas ►
Strong's Concordance
asas: to press, crush, tread down
Original Word: עסס
Part of Speech: Verb
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Transliteration: asas
Phonetic Spelling: (aw-sas')
Definition: to press, crush, tread down
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
to press, crush, tread down
NASB Translation
tread down (1).
Here in Malachi 4:3, the same picture of total
destruction is put a different way: "ye shall tread
down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the
soles of your feet in the day that I shall do [this]”
(Malachi 4:3). The wicked are not pictured as being
tortured forever, but eventually will become “ashes",
both body and soul, destroyed in the lake of fire.
Malachi 4:4 Remember ye the law of Moses my servant,
which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel,
[with] the statutes and judgments.
Malachi 4:5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet
before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the
LORD:
Malachi 4:6 And he shall turn the heart of the fathers
to the children, and the heart of the children to their
fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.
Unbelievers will come to repentance or they will
perish 2Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise,
as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to
us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but hat
all should come to repentance.
The word longsuffering in the Bible is made up of
two Greek words meaning “long” and “temper”; literally,
“long-tempered.” To be longsuffering, then, is to have
self-restraint when is stirred to anger. A
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longsuffering person does not immediately retaliate or
punish; rather, he patiently forbears. Longsuffering
is associated with mercy (1 Peter 3:20) and hope (1
Thessalonians 1:3). It does not surrender to
circumstances or succumb to trial.
Repentance is your job - turn away from the
darkness and towards the Lord, God takes away the veil
that's over Christ. That's what repentance means - that
you're going in one direction and you turn around and
go in the other direction. It takes the act of
repentance before the gospel will be revealed to you.
This implies you couldn't believe until you repented.
Through the act of repentance then you could believe.
You can't believe without repenting. Belief is based
upon repentance. God wants you to repent else you'll
perish.
Dr. Estep: "
'slack' - slow, careless, negligent
'his promise' - that last day of judgment
Deuteronomy 7:10 And repayeth them that hate him to
their face, to destroy them: He will not be slack to
him that hateth him, He will repay him to his face.
Romans 2:4 Or despisest thou the riches of his
goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing
that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?
He's trying to give people extra chances. He's not
willing that any should perish.
'Not willing that any should perish' - God does not
desire it or wish it. His nature is benevolent, and He
sincerely desires the eternal happiness of all, and His
patience toward sinners “proves” that He is willing
that they should be saved. If He were not willing, it
would be easy for Him to cut them off, and exclude them
from hope immediately. This does not mean that sinners
never will in fact perish; because the passage does not
refer to what God will do as the final Judge of mankind,
but to what are His feelings and desires now toward men.
So this passage should not be used to prove: One
may have a sincere desire that others should not perish,
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and yet it may be that they will perish if they indeed
earned such fate. God is simply giving all people to
free will choice to be saved.
1Timothy 2:4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to
come unto the knowledge of the truth.
- God wants all people to be saved. However,
billions of people have been born and died on this
Earth without a chance to ever hear the name of Jesus,
the "none other name under heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved."
Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for
there is none other name under heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved.
But if one sincerely seeks the truth, God will send
him/her something or someone who will provide them with
the truth, as He did with Cornelius.
Acts 10:30 And Cornelius said, Four days ago I was
fasting until this hour; and at the ninth hour I prayed
in my house, and, behold, a man stood before me in
bright clothing,
Acts 10:31 And said, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard,
and thine alms are had in remembrance in the sight of
God.
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.
The evidence shows He is longsuffering towards us
and wants us to get saved. But He does want us to
repent.
Acts 17:30 And the times of this ignorance God winked
at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:
Acts 17:31 Because he hath appointed a day, in the
which he will judge the world in righteousness by [that]
man whom he hath ordained; [whereof] he hath given
assurance unto all [men], in that he hath raised him
from the dead.
- same context - Judgment day"
Dr. Ruckman: " The verse states that if you go to Hell,
you will be going against the will of God. He doesn’t
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want you there, He didn’t make it for you (Matt. 25:41),
and He did all He could to keep you out. The decision
(Rom. 10:13) is now yours."
The verse clearly says nothing about unrepentant
people going to a 'hell'. Rather it says they will
perish 'not willing that any should perish, but that
all should come to repentance'. Dr. Ruckman's comment
reveals his unscriptural belief in hell.

Unbelievers perish - are utterly destroyed because they refused to love the truth and so be saved:
2Thessalonians 2:10 And with all deceivableness of
unrighteousness in them that perish; because they
received not the love of the truth, that they might be
saved.

◄ 622. apollumi ►
Strong's Concordance
apollumi: to destroy, destroy utterly
Original Word: ἀπόλλυμι
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: apollumi
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-ol'-loo-mee)
Definition: to destroy, destroy utterly
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Usage: (a) I kill, destroy, (b) I lose, mid: I am
perishing (the resultant death being viewed as certain).
Dr. Estep: "Unsaved people are deceptive. They perish
because:
'they received not the love of the truth' John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but
by me.
John 14:15 If ye love me, keep my commandments."
'in them that perish' - Among those who will perish;
that is, among the abandoned and wicked. The reference
is to men of corrupt minds and lives, over whom this
system would have power; countenancing them in their
depravity, and fitting them still farther for
destruction. Among them that are destroyed; and they
are destroyed and perish because they would not receive
the love of the truth, that they might be saved.
So a person has to be saved to receive a love of the
truth. Sinners may appreciate it or profit from or use
it but they love the wages of unrighteousness and the
pleasures of sin. They never get tired of being
deceived."

Them that are saved, versus them that perish (are
destroyed) 2Corinthians 2:14 Now thanks [be] unto God, which
always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh
manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every
place.
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2Corinthians 2:15 For we are unto God a sweet savour
of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that
perish:

◄ 622. apollumi ►
Strong's Concordance
apollumi: to destroy, destroy utterly
Original Word: ἀπόλλυμι
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: apollumi
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-ol'-loo-mee)
Definition: to destroy, destroy utterly
Usage: (a) I kill, destroy, (b) I lose, mid: I am
perishing (the resultant death being viewed as certain).
If a person is not saved they will perish, be
utterly destroyed, not eternally tormented.
Dr. Ruckman: " When we (Christians) are doing right and
fighting against sin and making the Lord known to
others (vs. 14), then we are a sweet smell to the Lord:
we smell good to Him."
- Dr. Ruckman says nothing is said about the
converse in this verse - 'and in them that perish'.
'For we' - The preachers of the gospel are to God a
sweet smell of Christ - God is well-pleased with this
smell diffused by us, in them that believe and are
saved. However, them that obstinately disbelieve
consequently, perish.
'And in them that perish' - In reference to them who
reject the gospel - the unbelievers.
1Corinthians 1:18 For the preaching of the cross is to
them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are
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saved it is the power of God.
Unbelievers will be punished with everlasting
destruction 2Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ:
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction (olethros) from the presence of
the Lord, and from the glory of his power;

◄ 3639. olethros ►
olethros: destruction, death
Original Word: ὄλεθρος, ου, ὁ
Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine
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Transliteration: olethros
Phonetic Spelling: (ol'-eth-ros)
Definition: destruction, death
Usage: ruin, doom, destruction, death.

NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
from ollumi (to destroy)
Definition
destruction, death
NASB Translation
destroyed (1), destruction (3), ruin (1).
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
destruction.
From a primary ollumi (to destroy; a prolonged form);
ruin, i.e. Death, punishment -- destruction.
Verse (1:8) reveals that God will punish those who
reject the gospel and verse 1:9 reveals exactly what
this punishment will be: everlasting destruction (the
second death). This obviously refers to destruction
that lasts forever and not to an endless process of
destroying, as supporters of eternal torment contend.
To perpetually destroy without ever destroying isn’t
really destruction because destruction never actually
takes place. Such would be everlasting torment, but not
everlasting destruction.
The Greek word translated as “destruction” in this
text, the verb form of this word, 'olothreuo'.
Olothreuo (oloth-ryoo’-oh), is used in Hebrews 11:28 in
reference to the death angel — “the destroyer”— who
slew all the first-born of Egypt.
Hebrews 11:28 Through faith he kept the passover, and
the sprinkling of blood, lest he that destroyed the
firstborn should touch them. This is talking about
destruction in the sense of slaying here, which will be
executed by God himself.
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The reason the destruction is described as
everlasting is obvious: “Everlasting destruction” is a
reference to the second death. The second death is
different from the first death in that everyone is
resurrected from the first death to face judgment.
There is, however, no such resurrection from the second
death; it is a death that lasts forever — an
“everlasting destruction” — a destruction that lasts
forever.
Everlasting punishment is not never-ending
destruction. Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.
Death (second) is the punishment; and for
unrepentant people and it lasts forever. That is why it
truly everlasting punishment. It is a punishment with
everlasting effects. The punishment (wages) of sin
according to Scripture is always death.
Romans 6:23 and many other scriptures state this very
clearly, "The wages of sin is death (finally the
second death."
And how long will this punishment of death last?
Unbelievers will be told they will miss out on the joy
of being alive forever. Their sentence and punishment
of the second death will last forever. The Bible says
they will perish, be totally destroyed (the second
death). That is why he tells them it is everlasting
punishment.
Being found guilty of sin—the wages of which is death,
according to Romans 6:23—they will be capitally
punished: killed, executed, destroyed, deprived of life
forever — both in body and soul, as Jesus indicates in
Matthew 10:28, a fate sometimes called 'annihilation'.
It is a sad that some people have such a low view
on the gift of life and separation from God that they
do not believe having a sinner's life perishing is a
punishment. Yet it is a punishment. And that punishment
will last forever. They will be destroyed both body and
soul. The soul is defined as the life of the person:
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The soul must be intact for a dead person to be
resurrected. If the soul is destroyed there can be no
resurrection (unless God intervenes).
Paul clearly says 'them that know not God'
will be destroyed (not preserved) and that the
destruction will last forever. After suffering
according to their sins (Romans 2:5-6), they will be
shut out from everlasting life and miss out on seeing
the glory of God. It is capital punishment of the body
and soul. The unsaved will be destroyed forever. Paul
clearly states that the unsaved will "be punished with
everlasting destruction".
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;
He does not say "everlasting preservation." The unsaved
will have no hope of resurrection, no hope of life
anymore. Just as a judicial court merits out the death
penalty with the underlying basis of it being "missing
out" on the rest of your life, so too will the sinners
punishment be "missing out" on the rest of their
eternity.
God's fire always devours His enemies. He does not
preserve them for torment Hebrews 10:26 For if we sin wilfully after that we
have received the knowledge of the truth, there
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,
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Hebrews 10:27 But a certain fearful looking for of
judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the
adversaries.

◄ 2068. esthió ►
Strong's Concordance
esthió: to eat
Original Word: ἐσθίω
Part of Speech: Verb
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Transliteration: esthió
Phonetic Spelling: (es-thee'-o)
Definition: to eat
Usage: I eat, partake of food; met: I devour, consume
(e.g. as rust does).
Dr. Ruckman :" a direct reference to Malachi 4:1–4 and 2
Thessalonians 1:8–9. The cross references to this verse
are Isaiah 5:24, 26:11, 30:27, 30, 33:12, 66:15–16;
Jeremiah 50:32, 51:58; Ezekiel 38:22; Hosea 8:14;
Matthew 3:10–12; 13:30; and Zephaniah 1:18, 3:8."
2Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ:
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;
- Everlasting destruction is not everlasting
punishment. One can only be destroyed once.
'and fiery indignation - Και πυρος ζηλος· A zeal, or
fervor of fire; something similar to the fire that came
down from heaven and destroyed Korah and his company;
This is an awful judgment and fiery indignation. In
Thessalonians 1:8 the heat of the consuming fire of God
Himself, Hebrews 12:29), which shall devour those that
oppose.
'adversaries' Greek. hupenantios - Used only here and
in
Colossians 2:14 Blotting out the handwriting of
ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to
us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;
Fire is often used in the Scriptures as an emblem
of fierce punishment. The idea is, that the person
referred to could expect nothing but the wrath of God.
'Devour the adversaries' - For if they sin willfully
after they have received the knowledge of the truth,
fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries.
All who become the adversaries or enemies of the Lord.
Fire is often said to devour, or consume, and the
meaning here is, that those who should thus become the
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enemies of the Lord must perish. Such a fate was
experienced by Sodom and Gomorrah, the two sons of
Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and the men that rose up with
Korah against Moses and Aaron.
The fire is the wrath of God, which shows the vile
nature of sin and the strictness of God's justice, the
intolerableness of future punishment. It is said to
"devour the adversaries", not only open ones, but
secret, underhanded enemies. With the fire of God's
wrath they shall be devoured; they shall be eternally
destroyed, both soul and body; that is, everlastingly
punished or punished with everlasting destruction .
Raging fire will literally devour God’s enemies
consuming them wholly both body and soul. If we
deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the
knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left
(10:27), but only a fearful expectation of judgment and
of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God.

Those who live a lifestyle of unrepentant sin are
“worthy of death” —
Romans 1:32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they
which commit such things are worthy of death, not only
do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.
Some context is needed here:
Romans 1:26 For this cause God gave them up unto vile
affections: for even their women did change the natural
use into that which is against nature:
Romans 1:27 And likewise also the men, leaving the
natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one
toward another; men with men working that which is
unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompense
of their error which was meet.
Romans 1:28 And even as they did not like to retain
God in [their] knowledge, God gave them over to a
reprobate mind, to do those things which are not
convenient;
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Romans 1:29 Being filled with all unrighteousness,
fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness;
full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity;
whisperers,
Romans 1:30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful,
proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient
to parents,
Romans 1:31 Without understanding, covenantbreakers,
without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful:
Romans 1:32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they
which commit such things are worthy of death, not only
do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.
'Who knowing' - The Gentiles had a moral sense, or were
capable of knowing the will of God in this case, is
clear from Romans 2:14-15. This means that they had the
ability of arriving at the knowledge of God. Either by
the law of God, the law and light of nature, by which
they might in some measure know the difference between
good and evil, and what was right and wrong; or the
judiciary sentence of God against sin.
'they which commit such things are worthy of death' Acts 28:4 And when the barbarians saw the [venomous]
beast hang on his hand, they said among themselves, No
doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he hath
escaped the sea, yet vengeance suffereth not to live.
Death is the uttermost Divine vengeance against sin.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
If the wicked are worthy of death, they are
necessarily without excuse in their sins.
The Bible teaches that death is the wages of sin. A man
is reaping no more than what he has sown. The sinner is
the author of his own destruction. He, himself, gathers
the fuel to feed the fire. The wicked are worthy of
death. They are receiving no more than their due. They
are only being paid for their deeds. God does not have
any pleasure in the death of the wicked. He would that
all men everywhere should repent. He is not a tyrant
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who with ruthless rage casts the just to the tormentors.
He even goes so far as to open provide hope. He offers
salvation by the way of the Cross to the vilest of the
vile. Instead of heeding what he hears, the sinner has
given himself over to unrighteousness, committing
fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness.
He is full of envy, murder, deceit, malignity. He is a
hater of God, despiteful, proud, an inventors of evil
things, disobedient to parents, without natural
affection, implacable, unmerciful. Men who live in this
way are worthy of death.
Dr. Ruckman: " Now, verses 29–31 describe the condition
of every American, European, Asiatic, and African on
the planet. And don’t think that you are a Christian
just because you haven’t hit bottom yet. You might not
do some things in the list, but you are in there
somewhere. ... So if a Christian is “without
understanding,” then his natural man must have the
preeminent place, or he is not comparing Scripture with
Scripture as he ought, or he is not listening to the
Holy Spirit that was given to him. None of those can be
right."
Now, what is “the judgment of God” (vs. 32) on such
things? “They which commit such things are worthy of
death.” ... An unsaved man is aware of that last
statement instinctively; he is just not willing to
apply it to himself. You see, that guy knew that a thief
deserved death for his sin. He was just not willing to
point the finger at himself and admit that he should
have died too for his blasphemy. But that is the state
of every unsaved man, woman, and child: they are all
busy trying to justify themselves while condemning
someone else."
If ye live after the flesh, ye shall die Romans 8:13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall
die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds
of the body, ye shall live.
2021

◄ 2289. thanatoó ►
Strong's Concordance
thanatoó: to put to death
Original Word: θανατόω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: thanatoó
Phonetic Spelling: (than-at-o'-o)
Definition: to put to death
Usage: I put to death, subdue; pass: I am in danger of
death, am dead to, am rid of, am parted from.
Thayer's Greek Lexicon
STRONGS NT 2289: θανατόω
a. to make to die i. e. destroy, render extinct
(something vigorous), Vulg.mortifico (A. V. mortify): τί,
Romans 8:13.
Dr. Estep: - "An unsaved man cannot sow to the spirit.
Only a man with a spirit and a carnal nature can sew to
the spirit. That's a Christian. The flesh has
condemnation, but its temporary. You only reap sin in
this life as a believer.
The above explanation shows it to be clear."
Dr. Ruckman: - " In other words, even though a Christian
is no longer “in the flesh,” he can live like the flesh
wants him to live. That is letting the old nature have
control. That brings death to the Christian, ... To get
the victory over the flesh, you have to kill the works
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of the flesh. The word mortify is related to such words
as mortal, mortuary, and morgue. It means to bring
death to or to put to death. Notice that you are to
kill “the DEEDS of the body,” not the body itself.
Colossians 3:5 lists those “deeds” to which Paul
refers."
If a Christian lives after the flesh he/she shall
die. So the unbeliever, who has no living spirit inside
them whatsoever that can mortify their flesh, will
certainly die. But unlike the Christian, who is
resurrected to eternal life, the unbeliever's ultimate
judgment will be to be cast in the lake of fire, which
is the second death (where there is no hope of
resurrection).
Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and
the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have
their part in the lake which burneth with fire and
brimstone: which is the second death.
Immortality is only for a select few - those who
are born again ("who hath abolished death, and hath
brought life and immortality to light through the
gospel"
2 Timothy 1:10). Unbelieving humanity, after suffering
according to the level of their sins, will be destroyed.
The wages of sin for them will be death (Romans 6:23).
Only God only has immortality, anyone else who becomes
immortal, it will be only as a result of God's gracious
gift (1 Timothy 6:16, Romans 2:7).
Sin "leads unto death" –
Romans 6:16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield
yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to
whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of
obedience unto righteousness?
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A Christian that lives under the flesh has a
shortened life and no fruit. Note that unbelievers,
unlike Christians, will be harshly judged, but there is
no scriptural evidence they will be eternally tortured
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
If we take “eternal life” literally, we must also
take “death” literally. God clearly declares in Romans
6:23 above, as well as numerous other passages, that
the wages of sin is death and that eternal life is a
gift to those in right-standing with him. So death is
promised as a punishment for ungodly sinners and life
is promised as a gift for the righteous. In such a
context as this, every law of language and common sense
agrees that if we take the promise of life literally we
must also take the punishment of death literally. If
one is literal then both are literal. If there is to be
no real death for sinners there will be no real life
for saints.
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Dr. Ruckman: "Verse [Romans 6:]16 states a rather
obvious truth: If you yield to sin, you are a servant
to sin; if you yield to Jesus Christ then you will obey
what He says and do right. “HIS SERVANTS ye are to whom
ye obey.”
The verse clearly says that one who sins yields to
sin unto death or obedience unto righteousness. Romans
8:6 confirms that the Christian who sins are not
confessed is headed for death, (but not the second
death):
Romans 8:6 For to be carnally minded [is] death; but
to be spiritually minded [is] life and peace.
Dr. Estep: "So carnally minded is death for the
Christian and obviously for the unsaved man."
Dr. Ruckman: "So a Christian who doesn’t live right can
be condemned to physical death by God for the way he
lives, without going to Hell. It is in the passage."
The verse gives no indication that unbelievers will
be eternally tortured upon their death. Unbelievers, by
default, are servants of sin unto death and are thus
headed for the lake of fire upon their death, where
they will perish. Remember, nothing is ever cast alive
into the lake of fire (Gehenna). Jesus will separate
body and soul, so there will be no hope of a
resurrection.

For as many as have sinned without law shall also
perish without law Romans 2:12 For as many as have sinned without law
shall also perish without law: and as many as have
sinned in the law shall be judged by the law;
Dr. Estep: "God will judge them by what they know and
have. The heaven in Africa may not have seen the gospel
but he has seen the righteousness of God."
Dr. Ruckman: " Now, to summarize the passage, Paul has
been talking about the heathen, the collective body of
lost Gentiles. The heathen are lost because they don’t
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follow their consciences. Where they follow their
consciences, they get the word of God. Where they don’t
follow their consciences, they are condemned on the
basis of sinning against their consciences."

If a Christian's unfruitful works lead to death an
unbeliever will certainly experience death (and the
lake of fire) Romans 6:20 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye
were free from righteousness.
Romans 6:21 What fruit had ye then in those things
whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those things
[is] death.
Estep: "The result. You are ashamed of the things you
did do."
Ruckman: " Verse 20 is an amazing statement. Before you
were saved, you “were free from righteousness.” The
problem was that you were in bondage to sin. The
picture is that of a slave. If you are a slave to
Master Sin, then you are not bound to serve Master
Righteousness: you don’t belong to him. You are “free
from righteousness.” Once you have been saved, though,
you have switched “masters.” You have been “bought with
a price” (1 Cor. 6:20): “with the precious blood of
Christ” (1 Pet. 1:19). .."
Neither of the above teachers mentions anything
about sin "resulting in death: 'the end of those things
[is] death'. Death: there's no scriptural evidence that
death means eternal torment.
The wages of sin is death not eternal torment Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Dr. Estep: "This verse in this context is to saved
people though we often give it to lost people. You have
the gift of eternal life so use it. If you don't use it
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the wages of sin is death. You can also make the
application to a sinner."
Dr. Ruckman: "When a Christian receives “the gift
of God .... eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord,”
he is separated from his sin. He no longer need serve
it. He can allow “eternal life” to bear holiness in his
life. So the verse is talking about the results of a
Christian’s service. If a Christian serves sin, he
brings death on himself. As I have already said, he can
kill his ability to bear fruit for Christ (see comments
under Romans 6:4). But more than that, he can sin to
the point of forcing God to kill him (1 Cor. 11:30; 1
John 5:16). But when a Christian receives “the gift of
God…eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord,” he is
separated from his sin. He no longer need serve it. He
can allow “eternal life” to bear holiness in his life.
Romans 6:23 can be a reference to eternal death in the
case of a lost man."
Eternal life is stated to be a gift from God, not
something people already have. The extinguishment of
conscious life will ultimately occur as any suffering
experienced mercifully ends in death — eternal death —
death that lasts forever. Death is the absence of life
or opposite of life, hence, the cessation of conscious
existence.
Psalms 146:4 His breath goeth forth, he returneth to
his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.
Adherents of the eternal torment theory explain
that death in this passage does not really mean death
but rather “separation from God.” What they really mean
is never-ending conscious life in fiery torment. The
obvious problem with this theory is that they would
have us believe that death actually means the exact
opposite of what it really is. Since “the wages of sin”
to them is not really death at all, but immortal life
in conscious torment, their definition of death means
something entirely opposite to literal death. This is a
blatant example of subtracting from God’s Word and
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adding to it. This theory must be rejected for a number
of obvious reasons:
1) If one takes “eternal life” literally, one must also
take “death” literally. God clearly declares in Romans
6:23 above, as well as numerous other passages, that
the wages of sin is death and that eternal life is a
gift to those in right-standing with him. So death is
promised as a punishment for ungodly sinners and life
is promised as a gift for the righteous. In such a
context as this, every law of the English language and
common sense agrees that if we take the promise of life
literally we must also take the punishment of death
literally. If one is literal then both are literal. If
there is to be no real death for sinners there will be
no real life for saints.
Supporters of eternal torment can insist that death
only means “separation”, but the simple fact is that
the opposite of life is death. What word could better
define the end of life than ‘death’? The only way a
person can accept the view of eternal torture is to
believe that death does not mean death, that die does
not mean die, that destroy does not mean destroy, that
perish does not mean perish and that destruction does
not mean destruction. But death ends life and apart
from resurrection death means utter destruction.
The same words for “dead” that are used for humans
are used for animals. But if humans “died” in a unique
way that applied only to them, if parts of them died,
but some part of them lived eternally in the Lake of
Fire even though the Bible said the person was “dead,”
then there would have to be some unique vocabulary that
would describe the unique kind of “death.” If part of a
human lived on when they were “dead,” but no part of a
plant or animal lived on when they were “dead,” then we
would expect that a special word for “death” would
exist that described human death differently from
animal death. But no such vocabulary word exists. The
fact that the same vocabulary exists for the death of
people and animals shows that the state of death is the
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same for all of them: “death” means “no life.”
Ecclesiastes speaks of a similar physical death of both
humans and animals:
Ecclesiastes 3:19 For that which befalleth the sons of
men befalleth beasts; even one thing befalleth them: as
the one dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they have all
one breath; so that a man hath no preeminence above a
beast: for all [is] vanity.
Ecclesiastes 3:20 All go unto one place; all are of
the dust, and all turn to dust again.
The King James Bible is written in simple English.
The KJV is easier to read because it uses one or two
syllable words while new versions substitute complex
multi-syllable words and phrases." The King James’s
ease of understanding is due to "Simple sentence
structure.
2) Temporal death is death of the body. But if the soul
is destroyed along with the body that constitutes the
second death. Temporal death is a slight thing compared
with the second death. So Christ directs us in Matthew
10:28 not to be alarmed at the prospect of men, who can
only bring about temporal death, but to fear God, who
can destroy both soul and body forever. Then the body
is completely non-functional with no hope of
resurrection. This passage proves that the bodies of
the wicked will be raised up only to be destroyed, a
punishment that lasts forever, in 'Hell' (Gehenna).
Death means the body no longer has life in it
because death is the opposite of life. Death means
death, it’s not complicated. Thanatos, the Greek word
translated as death in Romans 6:23 is used most often
simply in reference to this death, the first death.
God will not inflict anything more than was threatened,
and therefore it is just. Wages = rations. Greek.
opsonion. As we previously mentioned, leading up to
death sinners will pay whatever wrath they have
accumulated (Romans 2:5-6), which is the additional
enactment of God's justice.
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This would explain how a war criminal, for example,
will pay more greatly for the damage he inflicted on
the Earth than a less wicked individual. That is indeed
justice. But the end result for both is total
destruction of both body and soul in the lake of fire,
never to be heard from again - the second death
(Matthew 10:28).
Romans 2:5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart
treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath
and revelation of the righteous judgment of God;
Romans 2:6 Who will render to every man according to his
deeds:
Paul begins to describe the absolute law of who will
receive eternal life with God, and who will receive "wrath
and fury" (Romans 2:8) from Him, instead. Paul quotes from
Psalms 62:12 Also unto thee, O Lord, [belongeth] mercy: for
thou renderest to every man according to his work.
“Under the law the element of WORKS is plainly present and
is stated, “thou renderest to every man according to his
work” (see Ezek. 3:20, 33:12, and Ps. 18:20–24).”
Ruckman Commentary on the Psalms, Volume 1
and Proverbs 24:12
Proverbs 24:12 If thou sayest, Behold, we knew it not; doth
not he that pondereth the heart consider [it]? and he that
keepeth thy soul, doth [not] he know [it]? and shall [not]
he render to [every] man according to his works?
'he' – God
'according to his works' - as in:
2Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the
things [done] in [his] body, according to that he hath done,
whether [it be] good or bad.
These verses articulate the universal truth that God will
give to each person according to his works. He describes the
difference between those who will receive wrath or reward from
God in the above verses. Thus the ‘war criminal’ can expect a
more severe judgment.
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The writings of Matthew, Mark, Luke an John do
not mention eternal conscious torment of
unbelievers anywhere
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.

Here the subject of perishing is lifted to the
highest level. There is no ambiguous phraseology,
neither figure, nor parable, but plain gospel spoken in
solemn earnestness by the Lord Jesus Himself. He says
that there are two alternatives before Man, the one life everlasting, the other - perishing, utter
destruction and from this doom He came to save those
who believed in Him. John 3:16 is one of the clearest
3
texts supporting the conditional immortality view .
This is because Jesus contrasts the eternal life
received by believers with the death they would
otherwise receive if they reject him. After all, to die
is just what “perish” normally means whenever we use
that word of humans. When the Greek verb apollymi is
used in the middle voice and without a direct object it
means to be destroyed in a way that causes someone to
perish or die.

2031

3 Conditional Immortality is the biblical belief that the
immortality of the soul is inherent (Greek thinking) but
conditional (Biblical thinking) upon receiving the gift of
everlasting life through faith in Jesus. It is part and parcel
of the gospel. God alone has immortality-anyone else becomes
immortal only as a result of God’s gracious gift.

In John 3:14-15 Jesus alludes to Numbers 21:4-9
where the Israelites are told to gaze on an elevated
bronze snake so that they may be saved from a plague of
snakes sent by God to kill them. John uses this episode
in a typological way to express the point that Christ’s
elevation on the Cross brings true and everlasting life.
Whereas in the wilderness episode the elevation of the
bronze snake brings earthly life for the Israelites, in
John 3:14-16 Jesus’ elevation on the Cross brings
eternal life for those who believe in him. In Numbers
the focus is clearly on the death of the Israelites,
not on a lost blessed quality of life and relationship
with God. When Jesus speaks of eternal life in John
3:16 he is teaching that just as the Israelite lives
were preserved in the face of death, so will the lives
of believers in him also be preserved. The difference
is that for believers in him, this will last forever.
Jesus indicates this difference by explicitly calling
it “eternal” life. But he does not modify what happens
to those who don’t believe, as if to introduce an
alternative way for them to live forever. Rather, just
as the Israelites would have died, so also unbelievers
will die (perish).
Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and
today, and for ever.
- simple things have a lot of truth
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.
The verse does not say that unbelievers will be
tortured eternally, nor does it say that those who do
not now believe will be endlessly tortured in the
future, rather it says unbelievers will 'perish'. John
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3:16, and many other verses teach the simple truth that
each person will either live forever or be destroyed.
The verse simply defines what belief results in:
everlasting life, knowledge of God. Recalling the
biblical definition of life, those with faith have
knowledge of Christ because they carry the Spirit of
God within them. In like manner, this verse also
defines the result of unbelief: "whosoever does not
believe" does not obtain the life of the age, the
Spirit within them, deliverance from the carnal mind.
Again consider
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.
John 3:16 is one of the clearest accounts in the
Bible on the destruction of the wicked. The wicked will
not have immortality at all. Immortality is reserved
only through the gospel (2 Timothy 1:10). The way most
interpret John 3:16, they replace the very clear word
"perish" with something that means nearly the opposite
"never perish." There is a clear word for "torment" in
the Greek, so why did John not use it? Because he was
not teaching it at all. In John 3:16, the word "perish"
in the Greek is "apollumi." It is correctly translated
many other times as "destroy" throughout the New Testament. When something is "destroyed" it means something
that no longer functions at all. That is the common
usage of "apollumi" as "destroy" in the New Testament
writings. When Jesus states in Matthew 10:28 that the
soul will be destroyed (not preserved), He is telling us
that the lost's soul will no longer function. It will
not be conscious. It will be destroyed. Note
the word perish. The penalty for the unsaved is to perish. They will die. God has no harsh intention of moving
them to a place of torture. They will not endure never
ending torture. They simply will perish. Further, we
see that Jesus' purpose is to save people not to
condemn them to torture if they fail to repent. The
majority of people on this planet have not been saved
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via Christianity, therefore are we to believe that they
are all going to be tortured forever upon death? This
is an outrageous belief about our God. John 3:16 and
Matthew 10:28 are in perfect harmony when you
understand the truth of Conditional Immortality.
To repeat, Conditional Immortality is the biblical
belief that the immortality of the soul is inherent
(Greek thinking), but conditional (Biblical thinking)
upon receiving the gift of everlasting life through
faith in Jesus. It is part and parcel of the gospel.
God alone has immortality - anyone else becomes
immortal only as a result of God’s gracious gift
(1 Timothy 6:16, Romans 2:7) and only at the Second Coming. For centuries, church theologians have wrongly
assumed the Greek doctrine of the immortality of all
souls.
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.

◄ 622. apollumi ►
Strong's Concordance
apollumi: to destroy, destroy utterly
Original Word: ἀπόλλυμι
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: apollumi
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Phonetic Spelling: (ap-ol'-loo-mee)
Definition: to destroy, destroy utterly
Usage: (a) I kill, destroy, (b) I lose, mid: I am
perishing (the resultant death being viewed as certain).
Thayer's Greek Lexicon
STRONGS NT 622: ἀπόλλυμι
1. to destroy i. e. to put out of the way entirely,
abolish, put an end to, ruin.
2. to perish — "of things which on being thrown away
are decomposed, as μέλο
So how can the word "perish" mean eternal torment?
It doesn't.
Both body and soul can be destroyed (review) Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

The fact of the matter is this, the body and soul
of those who die as unbelievers can and will be
destroyed one day. It will be God's judgment. The
process itself will include suffering, but the end
result according to the Bible is destruction, death,
cessation of life and thought.
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Jesus taught that God would not preserve, but
destroy both soul and body one day. Even if no other
biblical writer ever used the word "destroy," one must
accept the "destructibility" of the unsaved soul even
if only based upon this rock solid statement of the
Jesus in Matthew 10:28. Plato was wrong, the soul is
not indestructible. Jesus was right, it is
destructible.
Dr. Ruckman: " In either Testament, the man’s soul is
his “ego” or “I am.” And as such, it is distinctively
his property in distinction from the “spirit of man,”
which all men have in common (1 Cor. 2:10–14). This
“soul” is the “astral body” of Rosicrucianism, and the
“Atman” of Brahmism. A man can lose it. It can be
destroyed in hell*, and this is the plain teaching of
the greatest authority on spiritual matters ever to put
foot on the face of the earth."
(*Gehenna)
Dr. Ruckman: “Soul and body in hell” introduces some
doctrinal truths that must be recognized and handled
correctly. 1. The body is not the soul (1 Thess. 5:23;
Job 12:10, 14:22, 33:18). 5. In either Testament, the
man’s soul is his “ego” or “I am.” And as such, it is
distinctively his property in distinction from the
“spirit of man,” which all men have in common (1 Cor.
2:10–14). This “soul” is the “astral body” of
Rosicrucianism, and the “Atman” of Brahmism. A man can
lose it. It can be destroyed in hell, and this is the
plain teaching of the greatest authority on spiritual
matters ever to put foot on the face of the earth. Fear
him.”
Dr. Estep: " 'kill' - in any dispensation
'rather' - You are to fear God
'hell' - Gehenna.
Strongs 622 means 'destroy'.
◄ 622. apollumi ►
Strong's Concordance
apollumi: to destroy, destroy utterly
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Original Word: ἀπόλλυμι
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: apollumi
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-ol'-loo-mee)
Definition: to destroy, destroy utterly
Usage: (a) I kill, destroy, (b) I lose, mid: I am
perishing (the resultant death being viewed as certain).
Matthew 25:40 And the King shall answer and say unto
them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done
[it] unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye
have done [it] unto me.
Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:
Matthew 25:42 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no
meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink:
Matthew 25:43 I was a stranger, and ye took me not in:
naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and
ye visited me not.
Matthew 25:44 Then shall they also answer him, saying,
Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a
stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not
minister unto thee?
Matthew 25:45 Then shall he answer them, saying,
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did [it] not to
one of the least of these, ye did [it] not to me.
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Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.

Dr. Ruckman: "The everlasting (actually eonian)
punishment IS eonian fire* (Matt. 25:41, 46), and the
life eternal (vs. 46) includes a millennial inheritance
(vs. 34; Col. 3:24;
Eph. 5:5; Gal. 5:21; 1 Cor. 6:9), which is not heaven.”
Dr. Estep: "It's punishment forever (actually eonian),
not annihilation.
* The fire only burns until there is no longer anything
to burn.
The opposite is the rewards for the righteous are
everlasting whether you reap the wages of sin or
righteousness. None of the lost people go to Limbo or
Purgatory; they all go into the “everlasting (eonian)
fire' of Gehenna. None of the lost in the passage are
aware of the fact that they are lost, none mention
rejecting Christ, none mention rejecting the gospel,
and no gospel is mentioned, nor any church, in regard
to their damnation—note Matthew 25:44, “when saw we
thee?”. The entire passage is treated as a discourse on
human treatment of humans, without any reference to
biblical salvation whatsoever. The lost of the passage
are not condemned until the Second Coming of Christ,
yet every man from the resurrection until this present
writing has already been condemned if he has not
received the Lord Jesus (note John 3:16, 20, 36).""
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'Everlasting fire' - “Fire” here is used to denote
punishment. The image is employed to express extreme
suffering, as a death by burning is one of the most
horrible that can be conceived. The image was taken
from the fires burning in the Valley of Hinnom, Gehenna
(the lake of fire).
The wicked are partakers with the devil and his
angels in their iniquities, in their rebellion against
God, so it is right that they should be sharers with
them in their punishment. We see here, plainly, why
sinners are destroyed. It is because they refused to
accept salvation Christ offered to them. Thus, they
could not do the work of righteousness which was
required of them. They are cursed, because they refused
to be blessed; and they are damned, because they
refused to be saved.
Wicked humans will be burned to ashes (the second
death). Body and soul will be destroyed. Therefore they
will no longer exist. The fate of angels is entirely
different, as angels do not have a soul. They may
indeed burn for an undetermined number of ages. But we
can speculate, based on Scripture, that when God is
'all in all' (1 Corinthians 15:28), after the White
Throne Judgment and before the New Heavens and New
Earth of (Revelation 21:1) the lake of fire would be an
abomination in the New Heavens and New Earth, thus it
will no longer exist.
Briefly, the Greek word translated “forever and
ever” is the word ‘aion’ which has a limit, and doesn’t
mean forever. These words were always used in reference
to time when used in Hebrew and Greek writings. It
could be used to describe a person’s lifetime (their
age), or even a longer time period, like the 1,000
years in the Millennium, or even an unknown time period,
but however long the period is, it does has an end to
it. The words “for ever and ever” comes from the Greek
word “aion” which has a limit and doesn’t mean
eternally, so in Revelation 14:11 there’s a time period
to be tormented. The word "aion" has been used by Greek
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classical writers in reference to a
and thus is not eternal.

“limited duration”

Continuing our discussion of Matthew 25:46:
Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.
It is everlasting punishment, not eternal
punishing. Death (the second) is the punishment and it
lasts forever. That is why it is called everlasting
punishment. It is a punishment with everlasting effects.
The nations who wouldn't help the poor and needy will
be punished, but not eternally. But unrepentant sinners
punishment (or wages) of sin according to scripture is
always death. Romans 6:23 and many other scriptures
state this very clearly, “The wages of sin is death.”
And how long will this punishment of death last? The
unbeliever's sentence is the punishment of death and
will last forever. That is why he tells them it is
eternal punishment. It is complete. It is a unfortunate
that there is such a low view on the gift of life and
existence from God that people do not believe having a
person’s life removed is a punishment. Yet it is a
punishment. Jesus Himself tells us that the fire
was never made for humans, it was prepared for the
devil and his angels.
Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:
Humans, however, will be destroyed there – cremated
according to
Isaiah 66:24 And they shall go forth, and look upon
the carcases of the men that have transgressed against
me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their
fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto
all flesh.

The consumption of 'the bread of life' leads to
eternal life (6:51, see next page) 2040

John 6:49 Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness,
and are dead.

Dying - Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament
Words
G599, apothnesko ]
lit., "to die off or out," is used
In this verse apothnesko is obviously used in
reference to the death which all of us humans must face
at the end of our earthly lives, the first death, as
Jesus points out that the Israelite forefathers who
partook of manna, the earthly “bread,” died.
John 6:50 This is the bread which cometh down from
heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die.

G599, apothnesko
lit., "to die off or out," is used
The second time apothnesko appears (verse 6:50) it
is used in reference to the second death as Jesus
declares that those who partake of him, the heavenly
bread of life, will not die, but, as He goes on to say
in verse 6:51, will live forever. We know for certain
that, in verse 6:50, Jesus is not referring to the
first death because even people who partake of the
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bread of heaven—that is, accept Jesus as Lord will one
day die. No, Jesus is referring to another death — the
second death.
John 6:51 I am the living bread which came down from
heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for
ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which
I will give for the life of the world.

We can sum up this passage like this: Those who
partake of Jesus, the heavenly bread of life, will not
suffer the second death, but will live into the eon
(eonian).
The truth is living “forever" (eonian) is reserved
only as agift of the gospel. ("Hath brought life and
immortalityto light through the gospel" 2 Tim 1:10).
The wicked will have to pay accordingly on Judgment
day, but theirfinal destiny is destruction (not
preservation). Apart from the gospel, there is no
immortality. Immortality is conditional. It is only for
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the saved (2 Timothy 1:10).Therefore, the punishment of
the sinner is not preservation in torment, but death.
Here is another very similar statement of Jesus’ in
which apothnesko is used:
John 11:25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection,
and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were
dead, yet shall he live:

G599, apothnesko
lit., "to die off or out," is used
John 11:26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me
shall never die (apothnesko). Believest thou this?
Apothnesko appears twice in this passage as well;
and, like in John 6:49-51. The first time it is used in
reference to the first death, the second time in
reference to the second death. For verification, note
that Jesus states in verse 25 that those who believe in
him will live even though they die. All Jesus is saying
here is that, because He is the resurrection and the
life, those who believe in him, even though they will
die (i.e. suffer the first death), they will be
resurrected unto eternal life. Jesus spoke of this
resurrection when He stated:
John 5:28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming,
in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his
voice,
John 5:29 And shall come forth; they that have done
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have
done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.
There are two classes of people referred to in this
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text: “they that have done good” will rise to live,
this is referring to the resurrection unto eternal life
spoken of in Daniel 12:2. Revelation 20:6 states that
“the second death hath no power” over the people who
take part in this resurrection. This explains why Jesus
states in John 11:26 above that believers in him “shall
never die” — they will not suffer the second death. The
other class of people, 'those who have done evil', will
rise to be judged and condemned. Condemned to the
second death where Jesus said God would “destroy both
soul and body.” They will rise to be judged and
condemned to the second death where Jesus said God
would destroy both soul and body.
The Greek word apothnesko, meaning 'to die' is used
to describe the second death because the people thrown
into the lake of fire on judgment day will die.
Certainly there will be a period of conscious suffering,
however long or brief and no doubt this suffering will
be meted out as Divine justice requires for each
individual (Romans 2:5-6), but the final everlasting
outcome for all people thrown into the lakeof fire is
that they will be destroyed completely.
Review: It is interesting that most believe "death"
is the worst punishment you can face on this Earth in a
court of law, yet do not believe this about God's
judgment. Adherents of eternal torture hold that death
is not enough of a punishment for them. Yet this is
exactly what the wages of sin are (Romans 6:23). For
God, death is the worst judgment of all, because God
holds life as precious. Adherents of eternal torment do
not believe life is precious enough to believe that
removal of life is a punishment. Of course, not every
sinner will humble themselves to God. If not he/she
will ultimately die a second death in the lake of fire
with body and soul destroyed.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
" Romans 6:23 can be a reference to eternal death in the
case of a lost man."
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- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Romans Commentary (The
Bible Believers Commentary Series)
This Scripture is quite clear in its meaning. Death
is the absence of life. "Death" (Greek: thanatos) does
not mean torment in Greek. Its opposite is in Romans
6:23, which is the gift of "eternal life" for the
believer. The "wages of sin" will be the sinners" loss
of life (ultimately the second death). The unbeliever,
faces the harsh enough Great White Throne Judgment at
resurrection time.

Repent or perish Luke 13:3 I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye
shall all likewise perish.

Again, Strongs 622 'perish' means 'destroy'.
◄ 622. apollumi ►
Strong's Concordance
apollumi: to destroy, destroy utterly
Original Word: ἀπόλλυμι
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: apollumi
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-ol'-loo-mee)
Definition: to destroy, destroy utterly
Usage: (a) I kill, destroy, (b) I lose, mid: I am
perishing (the resultant death being viewed as certain).
Dr. Estep: " He's saying for ALL of sin. That's the
bottom line.
Luke 15:7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be
in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than
over ninety and nine just persons, which need no
repentance.
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Acts 20:21 Testifying both to the Jews, and also to
the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our
Lord Jesus Christ.
Jesus told them except they repent they will all
perish. The same condition exists today."
'Ye shall all likewise perish' - You shall all be
destroyed in a similar manner. He did not tell them
that “they” were as bad as the Galileans, but left them
to “infer” it, for if they did not repent, they must
soon likewise be destroyed. This was remarkably
fulfilled. Many of the Jews were slain in the temple;
many while offering sacrifice; thousands perished in a
way very similar to the Galileans.
The Greek word for perish is apollumi which also
means lost or render useless. So here Christ is saying
that unless you repent you are useless to God, and if
something is useless it is only good to be thrown away
like rubbish and burnt in the lake of fire. But God is
a Refiner and a Restorer if one is willing to repent of
their wickedness.*
*Of course, not every sinner will humble themselves to
God. If not he/she will ultimately die a second death
in the lake of fire with body and soul destroyed.
The wrath of God abides on those who don't believe
on Christ John 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath
everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son
shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.

2046

Strong's: 3709

ὀργή
properly, desire (as a reaching forth or excitement
of the mind), i.e. (by analogy), violent passion
(ire, or (justifiable) abhorrence); by implication
punishment
KJV Usage: anger, indignation, vengeance, wrath.
Dr. Ruckman: "There is not the slightest hint anywhere
in the New Testament that God loves (present tense) the
sinners He describes in Romans 1, 3; Galatians 5; 1
Corinthians 6; or Revelation. The aphorism “God loves
the sinner,” etc., is another heathen daydream like
“evolution.” You don’t tell people you LOVE to depart
from you into everlasting fire, and you certainly don’t
refer to sinners as “YE CURSED” (Matt. 25:41) when all
you really “hated” was their “sin.” ... His love does
NOT abide on any sinner who has turned down His Son.
His love CAME and WENT in one place, so the word “LOVED”
(in the past tense) is used every time:."
'He who does not believe the Son shall not see life,
but the wrath of God abides on him'- Because Jesus is
the man from heaven, there is a heavy price to pay for
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rejecting Him. If you reject the Son, then you receive
the wrath.
'The wrath of God abideth' — It is not specially meted
out; it is there already, and simply remains for all
who remain in their sins
Psalms 90:11 Who knoweth the power of thine anger?
even according to thy fear, [so is] thy wrath.
Luke 13:3 I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye
shall all likewise perish.

Unbelievers (sinners) produce no good fruit, so in
the end they'll be 'cast into the fire' Matthew 7:19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good
fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.

Evangelical Pastor Al Maxey writes:
"Trees with bad fruit are burned (Matthew 7:19), and so
are unfruitful vines (John 15:6) and useless weeds
(Matthew 13:40). These figures are all employed to
depict the fate of sinners at the final reckoning. They
will be cast into "unquenchable fire." This is the
Greek word asbestos which means "inextinguishable." It
describes a fire which burns without interruption; it
is an enduring fire which none can extinguish no matter
how hard they might try. It is important to notice here,
however, that it is the fire that Jesus describes as
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enduring, NOT that which is cast into it. To try
and transfer the quality of endurance from the fire
itself to that which is cast into it is completely
unwarranted either grammatically, logically, or
theologically. Many suppose that the words
"unquenchable fire" mean a fire of endless duration.
But it is a fire that cannot be quenched until its
purpose is accomplished.
That which is cast into the fire will BURN UP. This
is the Greek word katakaio which means "to burn up;
consume." It signifies to completely, utterly, totally
destroy with fire. ... Jesus informs us that sinners
will NOT be preserved in the fire (like the burning
bush was), but rather will be "burned up"-just
the opposite of preservation. Thus, the view of final
punishment promoted by many is actually in direct
opposition to the teaching of Jesus Christ. Jesus says
the wicked will NOT be preserved in the fire."
< https://www.jewishnotgreek.com/>

KJV Usage: cut down (off, out), hew down, hinder.
Dr. Ruckman: "The evil fruit-bearing tree is destined
for the fire, which agrees again with [Matthew] 6:30 as
a distinct reference to Hell*."
*This verse says nothing about 'hell', which is not the
meaning of 'oven' in Matthew 6:30 (See below.)
Matthew 6:30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of
the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into
the oven, [shall he] not much more [clothe] you, O ye
of little faith?
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#2823 Oven - Vine's Expository Dictionary of New
Testament Words
[ 1,,G2823, klibanos ]
is mentioned in Matthew 6:30; Luke 12:28. The form of
oven" commonly in use in the east indicates the kind in
use as mentioned in Scripture. A hole is sunk in the
ground about 3 feet deep and somewhat less in diameter.
The walls are plastered with cement. A fire is kindled
inside, the fuel being grass, or dry twigs, which heat
the oven rapidly and blacken it with smoke and soot
(See Lamentations 5:10). When sufficiently heated the
surface is wiped, and the dough is molded into broad
thin loaves, placed one at a time on the wall of the
"oven" to fit its concave inner circle. The baking
takes a few seconds. Such ovens are usually outside the
house, and often the same "oven" serves for several
families (Leviticus 26:26). An "oven" of this sort is
doubtless referred to in Exodus 8:3.
Exodus 8:3 And the river shall bring forth frogs
abundantly, which shall go up and come into thine house, and
into thy bedchamber, and upon thy bed, and into the house of
thy servants, and upon thy people, and into thine ovens, and
into thy kneadingtroughs:
Trees (individuals) that don't produce good fruit
for the Lord are burned 2050

Matthew 3:10 And now also the axe is laid unto the
root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth
not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the
fire.

Strongs #1581
ἐκκόπτω
to cut out, knock out
KJV Usage: cut down (off, out), hew down, hinder.
Dr. Ruckman: "The “trees,” mentioned, can refer to
individuals as in Matthew 7:17–19, or they can refer to
the nation of Israel in regard to other nations as in
Luke 21:29–30. Either way, the threat is the same. When
the “axe” is laid to the roots, down goes the tree.
(Isaiah 27:11 has a curious reference to the rejection
of Israel in regard to people being “burned in the
fire.” The same thing is found in Mal[achi]. 4:1–2.)"
Isaiah 27:11 When the boughs thereof are withered,
they shall be broken off: the women come, [and] set
them on fire: for it [is] a people of no understanding:
therefore he that made them will not have mercy on them,
and he that formed them will shew them no favour.

Those that don't abide in God are destroyed with
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fire John 15:6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth
as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and
cast [them] into the fire, and they are burned.

Strongs G2545 καίω
2. to burn, destroy by fire: pass., Refs Jhn.15:6,
1Co.13:3.†

Thayer's Greek Lexicon
STRONGS NT 2545: καίω
2. to burn, consume with fire: passive, John 15:6;
1) to set on fire, light, burning
2) to burn, consume with fire
Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words
Apparently a primary verb; to set on fire, that is,
kindle or (by implication) consume
KJV Usage: burn, light.
◄ 2545. kaió ►
Strong's Concordance
kaió: to kindle, burn
Original Word: καίω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: kaió
Phonetic Spelling: (kah'-yo)
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Definition: to kindle, burn
Usage: I ignite, light, burn, lit. and met; I consume
with fire.
The point cannot be mistaken: The branches are cast
into the fire where they are burned. Just like the
weeds, the branches burn up in the fire; they don’t
burn forever and ever without quite burning up.
Being 'cast' in these passages is a reference to
Gehenna — the Valley of Hinnom, which Christ used as an
example of the lake of fire or second death (Matthew
10:28). The figurative “fire” is also an obvious
reference to the lake of fire. At that time Gehenna was
a perpetually smoking trash dump where all manner of
refuse was cast for the purpose of disposal and
incineration. It’s not a pretty picture, but it drives
home a powerful point: Those who choose to be God’s
enemies become God’s garbage and will thus be cast into
the fire and exterminated, like garbage.
It is important to note here, that it that Jesus
states that that which is cast into the fire will not
burn forever; it will BURN UP until it is consumed,.
This is the Greek word katakaio which means "to burn up;
consume." It signifies to completely, utterly, totally
destroy (Matthew 10:28).
'Is withered' - Is dried up. A branch cut off withers.
So does a soul that is unconnected with Christ
'If a man abide not in me' - God intimates that a
person may as truly be united to him as the branch is
to the tree that produces it, and yet be afterwards cut
off and cast into the fire; because he has not brought
forth fruit for the glory of God. The one proper use of
the vine is to bear fruit; failing this, it is good for
one other thing - fuel.
Ezekiel 15:1 And the word of the LORD came unto me,
saying,
Ezekiel 15:2 Son of man, What is the vine tree more
than any tree, [or than] a branch which is among the
trees of the forest?
Ezekiel 15:3 Shall wood be taken thereof to do any
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work? or will [men] take a pin of it to hang any vessel
thereon?
Ezekiel 15:4 Behold, it is cast into the fire for fuel;
the fire devoureth both the ends of it, and the midst
of it is burned. Is it meet for [any] work?
Ezekiel 15:5 Behold, when it was whole, it was meet
for no work: how much less shall it be meet yet for
[any] work, when the fire hath devoured it, and it is
burned?
Dr. Ruckman: "that the “branch” is cast forth (vs.
[John 15:]6) “AS” a branch. It can be doctrinally an
unsaved man who has never been in fellowship with
Christ and so is not a real “branch.” The illustration
cannot be applied to a Christian doctrinally, for TWO
possibilities are in the passage: if you are “in Christ”
you are bearing fruit and abiding and getting your
prayers answered (vs. 7), and if you are not bearing
fruit and not getting your prayers answered you were
never “IN HIM” in the first place. As we have said
before, this does not match the “in Christ” passages in
the Pauline Epistles that deal with the BODY of
Christ."

Love life and you shall lose it = you shall be
destroyed John 12:25 He that loveth his life shall lose it; and
he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it
unto life eternal.
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◄ 622. apollumi ►
Strong's Concordance
apollumi: to destroy, destroy utterly
Original Word: ἀπόλλυμι
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: apollumi
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-ol'-loo-mee)
Definition: to destroy, destroy utterly
Usage: (a) I kill, destroy, (b) I lose, mid: I am
perishing (the resultant death being viewed as certain).
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
from apo and same as olethros
Definition
to destroy, destroy utterly
NASB Translation
bring (1), destroy (17), destroyed (9), dying (1), end
(1), killed (1), lose (10), loses (7), lost (14),
passed away (1), perish (14), perishable (1), perished
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(4), perishes (1), perishing (6), put to death (1),
ruined (3).
Thayer's Greek Lexicon
STRONGS NT 622: ἀπόλλυμι
1. to destroy i. e. to put out of the way entirely,
abolish, put an end to, ruin:
2. to destroy i. e. to lose;
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
destroy, die, lose, mar, perish.
From apo and the base of olethros; to destroy fully
(reflexively, to perish, or lose), literally or
figuratively -- destroy, die, lose, mar, perish.
see GREEK apo
see GREEK olethros
Again, unfortunately, most of humanity will be
destroyed by God's judgments. They will not gain
immortality. They will not gain life. Jesus states this
plainly in
John 12:25.
John 12:25 He that loveth his life shall lose it; and
he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it
unto life eternal.
It is life itself that we can "keep" or "lose." In
fact God's choice to us is always "life" or "death"–
never "life in bliss" or "life in eternal torment." He
always urges us to "choose life."
Matthew 10:39 He that findeth his life shall lose it:
and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.
Luke 9:24 For whosoever will save his life shall lose
it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the
same shall save it.
Scripturally, the choice is between destruction
(not preservation in torment) and life. (see Matthew
7:13-14, Romans 8:13, Galatians 6:8)
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If one chooses the 'broad way' and rejects Christ
(salvation) they will perish Matthew 7:13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide
[is] the gate, and broad [is] the way, that leadeth to
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:
'the way' Christ (Acts 4:12). The road gets easy when
you are in Christ. You can do all things through Christ.

◄ 684. apóleia ►
Strong's Concordance
apóleia: destruction, loss
Original Word: ἀπώλεια, ας, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: apóleia
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-o'-li-a)
Definition: destruction, loss
Usage: destruction, ruin, loss, perishing; eternal ruin.
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Vines Dictionary 0f New Testament words
[ A-1,Verb,G622, apollumi ]
a strengthened form of ollumi, signifies to destroy
utterly;" in Middle Voice, "to perish."
Thayer's Greek Lexicon
STRONGS NT 684: ἀπώλεια
ἀπώλεια, ἀπωλείας, ἡ (from ἀπόλλυμι, which see);
1. actively, a destroying, utter destruction:
2. passively, a perishing, ruin, destruction;
The Greek word apoleia (ap-oe’-li-a), which is the
noun form of apollumi, refers to utter destruction and
is often used in reference to the eternal fate of the
ungodly, the second death. This is the case with
Matthew 7:13-14 where Jesus stated “and broad [is] the
way, that leadeth to destruction (apoleia), and many
there be which go in thereat.
"Here, as destruction is put in opposition to life,
and signifies to be consumed or, as Walker says, " In
theology, eternal death," it cannot mean eternal life
in misery, but a " ceasing to be; unless we would
confound the use of all language, and adopt the notion,
that the common people cannot understand the Bible, and
therefore it ought not to be put into their hands. In
fact, have we not come to that pass already ? How much
short of this is it, when we are told, at least
indirectly, that the language of the Scripture"
< An inquiry: Are the wicked immortal? Storrs, George, 1796-1879>

Jesus spoke of this destruction in direct contrast
to the “life” that would be granted to the righteous
“few;” so obviously apoleia is the direct opposite of
life, namely death.
'for wide [is] the gate, and broad [is] the way, that
leadeth to destruction' - so that the one may be
easily known from the other. There is no difficulty in
finding out, or entering in at, or walking in the way
of sin, which leads to destruction. Strait and narrow
here are the exact opposites of wide and broad. The
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gospel is the way to everlasting life. Destruction is
the way of sin.
Matthew 7:14 Because strait [is] the gate, and narrow
[is] the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be
that find it.
It's not a hard way but a narrow way, narrow in
the sense that there is only one way, it is Jesus
Christ and that is it. Only one way to heaven, its
narrow (Matthew 25).
Dr. Estep: " 'the way' Christ (Acts 4:12). The road gets
easy when you are in Christ. You can do all things
through Christ. It's not a hard way but a narrow way,
narrow in the sense that there is only one way, it is
Jesus Christ and that is it. Only one way to heaven,
its narrow."
Dr. Ruckman: " Practically, He is teaching that the
majority is wrong, as usual, when it comes to matters
of spiritual salvation."
Proverbs 14:12 There is a way which seemeth right unto
a man, but the end thereof [are] the ways of death.
'Destruction' — The word implies, not annihilation, but
waste, perdition, i.e. the loss of all that makes
existence precious.
In 2 Peter 3:7 apoleia is used to describe the
destruction of the second death:
2Peter 3:7 But the heavens and the earth, which are
now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto
fire against the day of judgment and perdition of
ungodly men.
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Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words

[ A-1,Noun,G684, apoleia ]
destruction," is translated "waste" in Matthew 26:8;
Mark 14:4.
The day of judgment is the day when ungodly people
will suffer everlasting destruction. This is their
“eternal punishment” as God destroys “both soul and
body in hell (Gehenna)”. (Please notice that we said
“eternal punishment,” not “eternal punishing”).

If you sow to the flesh you will reap corruption
(destruction) Galatians 6:8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of
the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the
Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.
Note: corruption is destruction
phthora: destruction, corruption (See Strong's below)
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◄ 5356. phthora ► ('decay' above)
Strong's Concordance
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phthora: destruction, corruption
Original Word: φθορά, ᾶς, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: phthora
Phonetic Spelling: (fthor-ah')
Definition: destruction, corruption
Usage: corruption, destruction, decay, rottenness,
decomposition.
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
corruption, destroy, perish.
From phtheiro; decay, i.e. Ruin (spontaneous or
inflicted, literally or figuratively) -- corruption,
destroy, perish.
see GREEK phtheiro
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
from phtheiró
Definition
destruction, corruption
NASB Translation
corruption (4), destruction (1), killed (1), perish (1),
perishable (2).
Thayer's Greek Lexicon
STRONGS NT 5356: φθορά
1. corruption, destruction, perishing
Dr. Ruckman: "The fact that you do not believe the
Bible is immaterial. You still reap what you sow. “God
is not mocked.”
Dr. Estep: "If you reap sowing to the flesh you reap
corruption*. The saved continue to yield to the control
of the spirit -> life to others -> you reproduce. God
wants Christ to reproduce in you and then he wants you
to reproduce Christ in others - that's the Christian
life."
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*Note below

phthora says 'corruption' = destruction

Strong's Concordance
phthora: destruction, corruption
Original Word: φθορά, ᾶς, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: phthora
Phonetic Spelling: (fthor-ah')
Definition: destruction, corruption
Usage: corruption,
decomposition.
destruction, decay,
rottenness,
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A better translation:
Galatians 6:8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the
flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit
shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting (eonian).

“'reap' Galatians 2:16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the
works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we
have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by
the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by
the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.
Galatians 2:17 But if, while we seek to be justified by
Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, [is] therefore
Christ the minister of sin? God forbid. Galatians 2:18 For
if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself
a transgressor.
if you reap sewing to the flesh you reap corruption
you reap what you sew
you reap when you sew
you always reap more than you sew
the laws of reaping and sewing
- also works when you sew to the spirit”
Dr. Estep
2064

You must eat the bread of life or die John 6:58 This is that bread which came down from
heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead:
he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever.
'For he that now soweth to the flesh' - That follows
the desires of corrupt nature.
'shall of the flesh reap corruption' - shall by such
carnal methods procure for himself, in this world,
nothing but what is corruptible.

In John 6:58 death is not contrasted with aionios,
but with life. Aionios is not the opposite of death.
John 6:58 This is that bread which came down from
heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead:
he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever.
◄ 165. aión ►
Strong's Concordance
aión: a space of time, an age
Original Word: αἰών, ῶνος, ὁ
Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine
Transliteration: aión
Phonetic Spelling: (ahee-ohn')
Definition: a space of time, an age
Usage: an age, a cycle (of time), especially of the present age as contrasted with the future age,
and of one of a series of ages stretching to infinity.
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HELPS Word-studies
165 aiṓn (see also the cognate adjective, 166 /aiṓnios, "age-long") – properly, an age (era,
"time-span"), characterized by a specific quality (type of existence).

And the world is passing by, and its desire, yet he
who is doing the will of God is remaining for the eon.
(1 Jn.2:17, CLV) and the world doth pass away, and the
desire of it, and he who is doing the will of God, he
doth remain - to the age. (YLT)
For the eon or age here can certainly refer to a finite
eon such as the millennial age eon kingdom of Christ,
or also the eon of the second death (lake of fire)
until death is abolished (1 Cor.15:26) & God becomes
"all in all" (v.28), even all who were ever in Adam
(v.22).

It is better that a limb (eye) should perish than
that the whole body should perish Matthew 5:29 And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck
it out, and cast [it] from thee: for it is profitable
for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not
[that] thy whole body should be cast into hell
(Gehenna).
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KJV Usage: destroy, die, lose, mar, perish.
1 to destroy utterly, destroy, kill: Mk 124, 922, al.;
τ. ψνχήν, Mat.10:28, al.;
The plain meaning is that it is better that a limb
should perish than that the whole body should perish.
There is no suggestion of eternal agony and torment.
The fact that people are "perishing" and need
salvation is emphasized again and again in the
Scriptures.
Dr. Estep: " When a man sins today his body goes to the
grave, so this is an impossible verse to apply to this
dispensation. He is talking about a body going into
hell*.Hell cannot be the grave. Not if this passage is
true.
*Gehenna
Dr. Ruckman: " “Hell,” of course, is Jesus’ favorite
subject. Of the scores of verses that He quotes from
the Old Testament, He quotes Isaiah 66:24 more times
than any other verse. We learn from this a little about
correct “balance” in Christian preaching, and take note
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that any man who believes that Jesus is our “example,”
and that we are to “follow in His steps,” will spend
considerable time talking about “hell fire,” and “the
worm that dieth not” (Mark 9:43–48). The serious
statements of Matthew 5:29–30 indicate also that Hell
is not the grave. How can a man be warned of the
advisability of cutting off a hand or eye to keep from
going to the Grave, when he is going there anyway? (The
Jehovah Witnesses will have to join the liberals here
to avoid answering the question.) All go to the “Grave,”
so why is Jesus giving you an alternative to “going”?
There is no alternative unless “Hell” is a different
place. Since the Greek word for grave is mnemeion and
the Hebrew is keber, while the word for Hell is Hades
in the Greek and sheol in Hebrew, we can be quite
certain that Rutherford, Russell, Cady, Fox, and White
do not know what they are talking about. Hell is a
place, and it is not the grave."
Dr. Ruckman accepts the proven mistranslations of
Gehenna, Sheol, Hades and Tartarus as 'hell', thus he
believes that where the word 'grave' is used it really
says 'hell'. As we've discussed and proven, Isaiah
66:24 refers to Gehenna, a known location in Israel,
and not the mythical 'hell'. One cannot build a
scenario based on mistranslated words. Therefore to say
that "'hell' is Jesus' favorite subject'" is absolutely
untrue. As we have shown, Jesus preached primarily on
the incoming Kingdom of God and he never warned any
sinner about avoiding eternally being tormented in hell
during His earthly ministry.

4k) Hell Contradicts The Work of the Messiah
A Popular myth: Jesus came to save the sinner from his
destination of everlasting Hell.
This is not true. Hell was never a place that the
Jews were hoping to be saved from, because they didn't
even believe in it! But they did need to be saved from
their sins and consequences of them.
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Jesus came that through Him might come the salvation,
deliverance of sin, peace, Kingdom of God and all that
God had promised through the Old Testament scriptures.

Jesus came to save sinners
1Timothy 1:15 This [is] a faithful saying, and worthy
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.
The term "saved" has evolved in Christianity to
mean something different than it did to the original
readers and hearers of Scripture. The Greek words,
"sozo" and "soteria" embrace the broad meaning of being
rescued, delivered, healed and saved from danger.
Appropriately in theology, 'the redemption of man from
the bondage of sin and liability to eternal death, and
the conferring on him everlasting happiness. This is
the great salvation.' These words were applied in a
variety of ways throughout the New Testament.
God saved you to do righteous things. Reason: So
you should live unto righteous.
The unsaved are 'perishable' John 6:27 Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but
for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life,
which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath
God the Father sealed.
Dr. Estep: " Basically we don't serve God for the
physical, but for the spiritual. There are by products
(monetary results) - don't reject these but keep
motives right. God knows what you need. We want to
build up Christians."
'Labour not for the meat which perisheth' - For bodily
food: not for that only not chiefly: not at all, but in
subordination to grace, faith, love, the meat which
endureth to everlasting life. Labour, work for this;
for everlasting life.
None can fail to see that the word perish in this
passages is the opposite of enduring or remaining. Why
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should perishing in this special case mean remaining or
enduring in conscious suffering? It is the same word
translated "perish" that occurs in the often quoted
passage John 3:16.

4l) The writings of the Old Testament do not
mention eternal conscious torment of unbelievers
anywhere
If eternal torment is true, then where is this plain
teaching in the Old Testament?
Hell is not an established Biblical doctrine. It is not
in the Bible from start to finish.
If Hell is real, why didn't God make that warning
plain right at the beginning of the Bible? God said the
penalty for eating of the tree of Knowledge of Good and
Evil was death - not eternal life in fire and brimstone.
Genesis 2:17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.
When God placed Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden,
he never mentioned the concept of eternal torment to
them. It's strange that as human history began, while
God explained which tree they could not eat of, that he
didn’t give the parents of all mankind some kind of
warning about eternal punishment, if there was
potential for it to be in their future, and the future
of all generations of people.? God, didn’t warn his
children of the potential of what might befall them
If Hell is real why didn't Moses warn about this
fate in the Ten Commandments or the Mosaic Covenant
consisting of over 600 laws, ordinances, and warnings?
The Mosaic Law simply stated blessings and cursings in
this lifetime.
Two thirds of the Bible (the Old Testament) does
not mention Hell at all. ("Sheol," the Old Testament
word that is sometimes translated as Hell, only means
"grave" by definition, and it is where everyone in the
Old Testament went when they died - good or evil, Jew
or Gentile). Thus the Old Testament does not contain
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the concept of Hell! Luke wrote in
Acts 7:22 And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of
the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds.
"There is no doubt that Moses was acquainted with the
doctrine of future endless punishments. It was the
common doctrine of Egypt, as all agree; and “Moses was
learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians.”
Yet knowing the Egyptian concepts, he gave not even
hint of endless torment in any of his writings.
And yet, knowing it as thoroughly as he must have done,
he never alludes to it once in all his laws and
penalties, but rejects it utterly from his doctrines
and institutions. He will have nothing to do with it.
He not only repudiates the gross fables and
superstitions of the Egyptians in regard to the future
world, but the entire substance of future punishments;
and, by his studied silence, shows he has no faith in
their truth or utility. Is it possible to imagine a
more conclusive proof against the divine origin of the
doctrine? If he had believed it to be of God, if he had
believed in endless torments as the doom of the wicked
after death, and had received this as a revelation from
heaven, could he have passed it over in silence? Would
he have dared to conceal it, or treat so terrible a
subject with such marked contempt? And what motive
could he have had for doing this? I cannot conceive of
a more striking evidence of the fact that the doctrine
is not of God. He knew whence the monstrous dogma came,
and He had seen enough of Egypt already, and would have
no more of her cruel superstitions; and so He casts
this out, with her abominable idolatries, as false and
unclean things. But, if the doctrine be true, there is
another consideration of still greater moment. If it be
true, and for four thousand years the wicked have been
plunging into the flaming pit, how, as we have said,
are we to clear the character of God from the charge of
the most cruel indifference, the most monstrous
injustice? What can be said in defense of such a course
of proceeding? Look at it. He resolves to inflict
unutterable and endless tortures on His guilty children;
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He annexes this as a penalty to His law; He reveals the
law, but He carefully conceals the awful penalty. His
children know nothing at all of the terrible fate which
awaits them; they are entirely ignorant of the
tremendous fact that their transgressions of the law
involve this dreadful result, this woe immortal and
infinite, stretching into duration without end. And God,
their Father, sees them rushing on, year after year,
age after age, and stumbling blindfolded down into the
black gulf of death and torment, and yet speaks not one
word of warning, gives not the slightest intimation to
any of them that they are coming to such a doom. There
He sits on the throne of the universe, with arms folded
in the consciousness of power, with lips sealed in
determined silence. He knows all, sees all; while His
poor victims are walking in darkness, wholly ignorant
of the frightful risk they are running, and of the
deadly purpose of evil against them which their Maker
has shut up in His own heart. One word from Him might
break the fatal spell; but that word is not spoken. His
arm, stretched out for a moment, might turn back the
rushing tide of ruin; but it remains motionless. No
movement of His, no sound nor look, indicates the least
interest in the shocking tragedy which is passing under
His eye, and of which He is the author. For four
thousand years He beholds this torrent of immortal
souls pouring over the precipice of sin into the
bottomless pit of damnation below; and through it all
remains silent – never once speaks to them of their
awful fate; nor seeks, by the terrors of it, to save
the living from the doom of the dead! What kind of a
God is this? What claim has He to the name of Father?
What kind of a Lawgiver is this, who publishes the law,
but keeps the penalty concealed, a secret, with Himself
only? What would be said of a king who should enact a
code of laws, annexing to every one of them, as a
warning to evil-doers, the punishment of death; but
never make this fact known to the people? And what if
every transgressor were seized, and put to a most
horrible death by torture, and this also kept secret
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from his friends and relations, and from all the world?
Yet this is precisely what God has done, as our
argument shows, for four thousand years, if the
doctrine of endless punishment be true. But even this
is not the worst. Suppose a parent, sending his child
into a distant part of the country, should carefully
specify every thorn-bush, and sharp stone, and
difficult spot, along the road, and urge him to avoid
them; but should with equal care conceal from him the
fact that the road ended in a sheer precipice a
thousand feet down into a fearful gulf of volcanic fire
and flame – knowing at the same time that his son, if
not warned, would certainly fall into this roaring
crater and perish. Yet this is exactly the course God
has pursued with His children. He has carefully set out
all the lesser penalties, as famine, disease, blasted
fields and ruined flocks, defeat and captivity, as the
punishments of their disobedience; but He has as
carefully concealed that greater judgment beyond all
these, and in comparison with which all these a
thousand fold increased are less than the dust in the
balance. Nay, in particular cases He even mentions the
height of the waters, the going forth of a dove, the
burning of a tower, a piece of millstone, the saddling
of an ass, every smallest thing, but not a word of the
great woe of woes! I cannot help feeling, in view of
this argument, how appropriate and forcible are the
words of the author of the “Conflict of Ages:”
“God has made the human mind to have decided intuitive
convictions as to what is consistent with equity and
honor. These we are not violently to suppress by
preconceived theories, or assumed facts. If any alleged
actions of God come into collision with the natural and
intuitive judgments of the human mind concerning what
is honorable and right on the points specified, there
is better reason to call in question the alleged facts,
than to suppose those principles to be false which God
has made the human mind intuitively to recognize as
true. Moreover, we have divine authority for so doing;
since, in a debate with the Jews, involving these
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points, God does not hesitate to appeal to these very
principles, and to reason in perfect accordance with
their common and obvious decisions. Ezek. xviii 1-4, 19,
22, 25, 29, and xxxiii 11, 17-20.”
Thayer summarizes the intertestamental period on
this subject in the following words:
"The truth is, that in the four hundred years of their
intercourse with the heathen, during which they were
without any divine teacher of message, Pagan philosophy
and superstition had, so far as regarded the future
state, completely pushed aside the Law of Moses and the
Scriptures of the Old Testament, and set up in place of
them their own extravagant inventions and fables
respecting the invisible world." (Encyclopedia
Americana, art. cited by Thayer (Origin & History, p.
120).)
Thus, we see that the concept of endless torment
afterlife was not found in the Old Testament. It
evidently crept in among some Jews during the period
between the testaments.
One thing, at all events, is certain. No trace of
it is found in the Old Testament, which is all the
written record we have of the Divine mind and purpose
for the space of four thousand years. The Patriarchs
knew nothing of it. Moses, who did know of it, having
learned it in Egypt, repudiates it by his silence. The
Law contains no vestige of it among all its penalties
and threatenings. The Lamentations of Job, the Psalms
of David, the Proverbs of Solomon, the Predictions of
the Prophets, make no mention of the horrible thing. So
far, then, the doctrine is not Divine in its origin. It
is not of that “wisdom from above,” which “is first
pure, then peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated,
full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and
without hypocrisy.”
But it must have come rather out of that wisdom
which the apostle says is “earthly, sensual, devilish.”
James iii 15-17. Of course, if the doctrine was in
existence during the Law period, if we find it among
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other nations, contemporary with the Jews, the
conclusion is certain – since it was not of divine
origin, it must have been of earthly origin; since it
did not come from God, it must have had its source in
the wisdom of this world, which is foolishness with God.
So such an important teaching as eternal torment
has no clear verses stating this fate in the Old
Testament. Virtually every important doctrine has its
roots in the Old Testament and is taught in typology
there. A famous quote truthfully states 'The Old
Testament is the New Testament concealed. The New
Testament is the Old Testament revealed'. If eternal
torment is the fate of most of Mankind, then why is no
single indication of it is discoverable in the writings
of Moses? Where is this taught in typology? Were any of
the sacrifices tortured forever? No, the sacrifices
were eventually burned and turned to ashes.
Leviticus 1:13 But he shall wash the inwards and the
legs with water: and the priest shall bring [it] all,
and burn [it] upon the altar: it [is] a burnt sacrifice,
an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the
LORD.
If burning sacrifices was the fate of all the
offerings (including the sin offerings), then why
should burning the sinner be any different. In fact, it
is virtually the same. The unrepentant sinner is burned
in the lake of fire (which is the second death).
Numbers 4:13 And they shall take away the ashes from
the altar, and spread a purple cloth thereon:
Throughout the Old Testament, animals are
sacrificed as sin offerings. The sacrificed animals
are then burned. This is a picture of sin being paid
for. Notice that fire is used to consume dead bodies,
not to torture living animals.If it seems like it
would have been just too terrible for God to direct
people to torture living animals as a symbol of sins
being paid for, imagine how much more terrible it would
be if God tortured people forever. Sacrifices which are
killed and then burned up with fire are much more
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consistent with people being burned up in the lake of
fire than with people being tortured forever in the
lake of fire. This same idea, that final judgment will
involve death followed by bodies being burned up is
seen in Daniel’s vision:
Prophecies of Fire Burning Up Dead Bodies in Final
Judgment
Daniel 7:9 I beheld till the thrones were cast down,
and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment [was]
white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure
wool: his throne [was like] the fiery flame, [and] his
wheels [as] burning fire.
Daniel 7:10 A fiery stream issued and came forth from
before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and
ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the
judgment was set, and the books were opened.
Daniel 7:11 I beheld then because of the voice of the
great words which the horn spake: I beheld [even] till
the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given
to the burning flame.
Daniel’s beast is slain and destroyed and then thrown
into blazing fire.
Isaiah sees something similar happening to the
unsaved.:
Isaiah 66:16 For by fire and by his sword will the
LORD plead with all flesh: and the slain of the LORD
shall be many.
Isaiah 66:22 For as the new heavens and the new earth,
which I will make, shall remain before me, saith the
LORD, so shall your seed and your name remain.
Isaiah 66:23 And it shall come to pass, [that] from
one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to
another, shall all flesh come to worship before me,
saith the LORD.
Isaiah 66:24 And they shall go forth, and look upon
the carcases of the men that have transgressed against
me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their
fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto
all flesh.
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- The unquenchable fire is not used to torture
living people, but to consume the dead bodies after
their final judgment. Since almost all dead human
bodies are either reduced to ashes by fire it makes
perfect sense that God would use these images to point
to the permanent death of those He judges.
Conclusion
Throughout the Bible God’s judgment often involves
the use of fire. Fire is not used to torture living
people, but rather to completely burn them up. The
Bible also explicitly states that this is what will
happen to the ungodly in the end. How can the wicked
both die the second death (be destroyed) and yet live
forever and ever in agony because they will burn
forever? That the wicked will be destroyed is conformed
scripturally in the Old Testament Psalms 145:20 The LORD preserveth all them that love
him: but all the wicked will he destroy.
Psalms 37:20 But the wicked shall perish, and the
enemies of the LORD [shall be] as the fat of lambs:
they shall consume; into smoke shall they consume away.
Psalms 9:5 Thou hast rebuked the heathen, thou hast
destroyed the wicked, thou hast put out their name for
ever and ever.
These texts and many more emphasize the complete
obliteration of those who are destroyed, with no hint
of an inner spiritual entity that continues to live on.
Since God “alone has immortality,” He is the source of
all life. The soul must be continually receiving life
from God or it will cease to exist.
The Old Testament frequently uses the Hebrew word
rasha, often translated wicked, to characterize those
who do not follow God. The basic meaning is "guilty
one" in contrast to "righteous one." This does not mean
that the wicked are sinners and the righteous are not;
Christians are declared to be righteous immediately by
repenting of their sins, confessing to God and accepting His forgiveness.

2077

1John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and
just to forgive us [our] sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.
Consider now:
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
- If the wicked are destroyed, both soul and body,
in the lake of fire as Jesus says, they cannot be
tormented forever and ever.
Psalms 104:35 Let the sinners be consumed out of the
earth, and let the wicked be no more. Bless thou the
LORD, O my soul. Praise ye the LORD.
" Up pops the Second Advent again. “He looketh on the
earth, and it trembleth: he toucheth the hills, and
they smoke” (vs. 32). The reference is to Psalm 68 and
Psalm 18:7. This is easy to see when one reads the
prayer of verse 35. The “sinners” and the “wicked” of
verse 35 are NOT “consumed out of the earth” until the
Lord lands on the earth."
- THE BOOK OF PSALMS Vol. II Dr. Peter S. Ruckman
The New Testament writers used the Old Testament
types to show how the destruction of sinners in the
hands of an angry God happens. It was turning them
into ashes, not tormenting them for long periods of
time (or forever). Sodom and Gomorrah are a supreme
type.
The verses below do not portray eternal torment,
but total destruction. Old Testament verses do not give
a picture of eternal torment, but of total destruction.
Christianity’s Beliefs About God’s Ultimate Plan For
Mankind During Its First Several Centuries*
"The four great General Councils of the first four
centuries, held in Nice (325 A.D.), Constantinople (381
A.D.), Ephesus (431 A.D.), and Chalcedon (451 A.D.),
did not condemn universalism (the belief that God has a
good plan for all Mankind eventually), or mention it at
all, even though according to Augustine (and much other
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historical evidence) it was a common view (or the most
common view – see further evidence below) amongst
Christians in those days. Nor did these councils give
official statements of any kind regarding hell or
eternal punishment. It is unthinkable that these
councils, convened to decide on what normal/standard
Christian beliefs should be, would say not one word
about hell or eternal punishment – by far the most
important subject in the world and in the Bible – if
they believed it. For example, the Council of Nicaea in
325 A.D. made a big uproar about the doctrine of the
trinity but ignored the issue of God’s ultimate plan
for Mankind. Considering that there were “very many”
Christians in those days that did not believe in
“endless torments”, wouldn’t you think that if these
people who did not believe in eternal punishment were
considered dangerous heretics, it would be far more
vital for a council of Christian leaders to condemn
them rather than making a big fuss over far less
practical issues? Not to mention that the earliest
Christian creeds, such as the Apostle’s Creed, do not
say a single word about hell, eternal punishment,
“endless torments” or any such thing, nor do they say a
single word against universalism (the belief that God
has a good plan for everybody in the end). It is
unthinkable that all these councils and early Christian
creeds would have left out such a massively important
point of doctrine as hell and eternal punishment if
they believed it. If hell and eternal punishment were
realities, it would be the single most important thing
for all Christians and all Christian preachers to talk
about and preach about at all times and make clear in
all doctrinal statements. If most Christians during the
first few centuries A.D. believed these doctrines and
considered those who didn’t believe them to be heretics,
then these early creeds and major church councils would
surely have mentioned the doctrine of hell and eternal
punishment and would have surely gone out of their way
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to condemn universalists rather than prattling on about
far less important issues.
It is clear from the apostle Paul’s writings in
Scripture itself that even as he was writing two-thirds
of the New Testament, he was already having to fight
off all sorts of false ideas creeping in to the church
and being combined with Christianity. So if Paul was
having to fight off errors even as he was writing
Scripture, it is obvious that quoting anything other
than Scripture itself as “proof” of any particular
doctrine is shaky ground. This shows that some modern
Christian s attitude of treating anyone who does not
believe in hell as a heretic, was not the attitude of
Christianity during its first few hundred years. I do
think it is instructive to point out that the hisHistorical evidence shows–as stated by Augustine
himself
– it was very normal even as late as the 4th and 5th
century for Bible-believing Christians to not believe
in “endless torments”.
"There was no concept, discussion or belief in an
“eternal hell” until roughly 500 years after Christ’s
death. Prominent Old Testament characters like David
and Abraham never heard the term or its equivalent.
They were never threatened with eternal torment in hell
or heard anything like our popular concept now. However,
Gehenna's absence in the Old Testament is a much more
serious omission than that.* That is five hundred
years. This was simply not taught or believed by any
followers of Jesus during that time. How could a loving,
wise, just God create an "eternal hell" yet never once
mention its creation and purpose to any of his prophets
or apostles? How could God cause or allow billions of
unbelieving people to suffer for all eternity when they
died, some knowing nothing about the Bible, Jesus or
'hell'?"
* Thomas B. Thayer in his 1855 Edition of Origin and History of the Doctrine of Endless
Punishment.)
Hell is not eternal conscious torment because the
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be destroyed and utterly done away with. The Old
Testament teaches over and over that the sinner shall
perish, that he shall be cut down like the grass, that
he shall be destroyed, that he shall be cut off, that
he will be no more so that he cannot be found, that he
will vanish like smoke, that he shall be torn to pieces,
etc, etc.
Psalm 145:20 is typical, "The LORD preserveth all them
that love him: but all the wicked will he destroy.”

◄ 8045. shamad ►
Strong's Concordance
shamad: to be exterminated or destroyed
Original Word: שָׁמַ ד
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: shamad
Phonetic Spelling: (shaw-mad')
Definition: to be exterminated or destroyed
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
to be exterminated or destroyed
NASB Translation
completely (1), demolish (2), destroy (36), destroyed (41), destruction (2), eradicated (1),
exterminate (2), totally destroy (1), utterly destroyed (1), wipe (1)

One way God portrays the destruction of the wicked
is by saying they will be “cut off.” The phrase “cut
off” is used in several different ways in the Old
Testament. For example:
Isaiah 53:8 He was taken from prison and from judgment:
and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut
off out of the land of the living: for the
transgression of my people was he stricken.
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1Samuel 24:21 Swear now therefore unto me by the LORD,
that thou wilt not cut off my seed after me, and that
thou wilt not destroy my name out of my father's house.
From the Garden of Eden Adam and Eve were told that if
they ate of the forbidden fruit they would surely die.
Moses taught Israel that 'The soul (person) that
sinneth, it shall die'. That is the consistent teaching
of the Old Testament. This alone doesn't prove that
there is no eternal conscious torment because many of
these verses could be taken to mean either earthly
destruction or the destruction of the sinner afterward,
but that is not the point. The point is simply that the
exclusive teaching of the Old Testament is that the
wicked will be destroyed. There is no other teaching
besides that one.
It would be unreasonable that God would not give
such detail if would happen to Israel in this lifetime
and then say nothing of the eternal torment facing them.
Deuteronomy 28:15 But it shall come to pass, if thou
wilt not hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to
observe to do all his commandments and his statutes
which I command thee this day; that all these curses
shall come upon thee, and overtake thee:
The Old Testament does not mention Hell at all.
"Sheol", the Old Testament word that is always
translated as Hell in the Old Testament, only means
"grave" by definition, and it is where everyone in the
Old Testament (and in the New Testament) went when they
died - good or evil, Jew or Gentile, all awaiting a
resurrection.
"The ideas of a future existence presented in the
early Hebrew Scriptures are certainly very wide from
those set forth in the Gospel, yet it would be equally
wide of the truth to say they do not recognize any
future life at all. The very word sheol conveys the
idea of existence, though it gives no intimation of the
conditions or character of it. And in order to set out
this point in clear light, which its great importance
seems to demand, I shall quote at some length from
several distinguished Orthodox critics, whose testimony
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will help both to confirm the arguments already offered,
and to answer the question in review. PROF. STUART says:
“Sheol designated the world of the dead, the region of
umbrae or ghosts. It was considered as a vast and wide
domain or region, of which the grave was only a part, or
a kind of entrance-way. It appears to have been regarded
as extending deep down into the earth, even toits lowest
abysses. In this boundless region lived and moved, at
times, the manes (or ghosts) of departed
friends.”
BISHOP LOWTH says: “In the under-world of the Hebrews
there is something peculiarly grand and awful. It was
an immense region, a vast subterranean kingdom,
involved in thick darkness, filled with deep valleys,
and shut up with strong gates; and from it there was no
possibility of escape. Thither whole hosts of men went
down at once; heroes and armies with their trophies of
victory; kings and their people were found there, where
they had a shadowy sort of existence as manes or ghosts,
neither entirely spiritual, nor entirely material,
engaged in the employments of their earthly life,
though destitute of strength and physical substance.”
HERDER says, among the early Hebrews “souls of the
departed were regarded as powerless as shadows, without
distinction of members, as a nerveless breath; having
an animate though shadowy existence, they wandered and
flitted in the realms of the dead, in the dark nether
world, as limbless and powerless beings. Ghostly kings
were seated upon shadowy thrones; kingdoms and states
were there, and armies of the slain, but all was
voiceless and still.”
"There is a perfect illustration of this in what is,
perhaps, the finest poem in the Bible. Isaiah 14:3-23.
It celebrates the downfall of the king of Babylon, and
represents him as cast down to hell, sheol, or the
under-world of spirits, and the former kings of the
earth, whom he had destroyed, now inhabitants of that
region, as exulting over him. I give a portion of the
translation of Herder which the reader can compare with
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the common version: 'The ghostly realm beneath was
roused for thee; It moved to meet thee at thy coming;
It stirred up for thee the ghostly shades, Even all the
mighty ones of earth; It raised them up from their
thrones, All the kings of the nations. They all
welcomed thee, and said, Art thou also become a shadow
like us? Art thou, too, made even as we? Brought down
even to the dead is thy pride, And low the triumphal
sound of thy harps. The couch beneath thee is the worm,
The mould of death thy covering. How art thou fallen
from heaven, Bright star! thou son of the dawn! How art
thou crushed to the earth, That didst conquer the
nations!' These testimonies are sufficient to show that
the early Hebrews believed in a future existence,
though their views of the world of the departed, and of
their condition there, were very obscure. In the words
of Dr. Barnes, “The apprehension seems to have been
that all the dead would descend through the grave to a
region where only a few scattered rays of light would
exist, and where the whole aspect of the dwelling was
in strong contrast with the cheerful region of the land
of the living.”
“Even Job had not such cheerful anticipations of
the future state as to cheer and support him in the
time of trial.”
It is certain that the Hebrews had not such faith
respecting the future existence of the soul, as those
entertained by Christians of this day. God did not
reveal all truth to them, and instruct them in that
knowledge which constituted the fulness of the blessing
of the Gospel of Christ. Had it been so, there would
have been no occasion for the coming of the Saviour,
for His death and resurrection, no room for the
Christian revelation. It was reserved for the Gospel to
bring forth the great doctrine of the life immortal and
ever-blessed in the fulness of its glory and worth.
Dimly and imperfectly did the old patriarchs and their
people see through the mists of death to the land
beyond. The Law kindled no beacon fires in the shadowy
valley, whose light revealed the country of the soul in
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all its beauty. This was the peculiar office of Christ
and the Gospel, as Paul so distinctly affirms, when he
speaks of the grace of God, “made manifest by the
appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath
abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality
to light (into light, or into the full light) through
the Gospel.
Isaiah 14:3 And it shall come to pass in the day that the LORD
shall give thee rest from thy sorrow, and from thy fear, and
from the hard bondage wherein thou wast made to serve,
Isaiah 14:4 That thou shalt take up this proverb against the king
of Babylon, and say, How hath the oppressor ceased! the golden
city ceased!
Isaiah 14:5 The LORD hath broken the staff of the wicked, [and]
the sceptre of the rulers.
Isaiah 14:6 He who smote the people in wrath with a continual
stroke, he that ruled the nations in anger, is persecuted, [and]
none hindereth.
Isaiah 14:7 The whole earth is at rest, [and] is quiet: they
break forth into singing.
Isaiah 14:8 Yea, the fir trees rejoice at thee, [and] the
cedars of Lebanon, [saying], Since thou art laid down, no feller
is come up against us.
Isaiah 14:9 Hell from beneath is moved for thee to meet [thee]
at thy coming: it stirreth up the dead for thee, [even] all the
chief ones of the earth; it hath raised up from their thrones
all the kings of the nations.
Isaiah 14:10 All they shall speak and say unto thee, Art thou
also become weak as we? art thou become like unto us?
Isaiah 14:11 Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, [and] the
noise of thy viols: the worm is spread under thee, and the worms
cover thee.
Isaiah 14:12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of
the morning! [how] art thou cut down to the ground, which didst
weaken the nations!
Isaiah 14:13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend
into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will
sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sidesof the
north:
Isaiah 14:14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I
will be like the most High.
Isaiah 14:15 Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides
of the pit.
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Isaiah 14:16 They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee,
[and] consider thee, [saying, Is] this the man that made the earth
to tremble, that did shake kingdoms;
Isaiah 14:17 [That] made the world as a wilderness, and
destroyed the cities thereof; [that] opened not the house of his
prisoners?
Isaiah 14:18 All the kings of the nations, [even] all of them,
lie in glory, every one in his own house.
Isaiah 14:19 But thou art cast out of thy grave like an abominable
branch, [and as] the raiment of those that are slain,thrust through
with a sword, that go down to the stones of the pit; as a carcase
trodden under feet.

The particular taunt or mocking song that will be
sung at Babylon’s demise is recorded in Isaiah 14:5-23.
The king’s brutality brought a song when it was put to
an end. Even the trees were given a voice to celebrate
that they would not be cut down unnecessarily anymore
(Isaiah 14:8). Sheol (“the grave”) was excited tofinally
receive him, and the other pagan kings of the earth were
described as lining up to receive him in the underworld
(Isaiah 14:9-10). No matter how glorious he was in life,
in death he was just worm food, like the rest of them
(Isaiah 14:11).
Isaiah 14:20 Thou shalt not be joined with them in burial, because
thou hast destroyed thy land, [and] slain thy people:the seed
of evildoers shall never be renowned.
Isaiah 14:21 Prepare slaughter for his children for theiniquity
of their fathers; that they do not rise, nor possessthe land,
nor fill the face of the world with cities.
Isaiah 14:22 For I will rise up against them, saith the LORD of
hosts, and cut off from Babylon the name, and remnant, and son,
and nephew, saith the LORD.
Isaiah 14:23 I will also make it a possession for the bittern,
and pools of water: and I will sweep it with the besom of
destruction, saith the LORD of hosts.

- Isaiah 14.3-23. It celebrates the downfall of the
king of Babylon, and represents him as cast down to
hell, sheol, or the under-world of spirits, and the
former kings of the earth, whom he had destroyed, now
inhabitants of that region, as exulting over him."
"These testimonies are sufficient to show that the
early Hebrews believed in a future existence, though
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their views of the world of the departed and of their
condition there were very obscure. In the words of Dr.
Barnes, "The apprehension seems to have been that all
the dead would descend through the grave to a region
where only a few scattered rays of light would exist,
and where the whole aspect of the dwelling was in
strong contrast with the cheerful region of the land of
the living." "Even Job had not such cheerful
anticipations of the future state as to cheer and
support him in the time of trial."
"It is certain that the Hebrews had not such faith
respecting the future existence of the soul, as those
entertained by Christians of this day. God did not
reveal all truth to them, and instruct them in that
knowledge which constituted the fulness of the blessing
of the Gospel of Christ. Had it been so, there would
have been no occasion for the coming of the Saviour,
for His death and resurrection, no room for the
Christian revelation. It was reserved for the gospel to
bring forth the great doctrine of the life immortal and
ever-blessed in the fulness of its glory and worth.
Dimly and imperfectly did the old patriarchs and their
people see through the mists of death to the land
beyond. The Law kindled no beacon fires in the shadowy
valley, whose light revealed the country of the soul in
all its beauty."
This was the peculiar office of Christ and the
Gospel, as Paul so distinctly affirms, when he speaks
of the grace of God,
2Timothy 1:8 Be not thou therefore ashamed of the
testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be
thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel
according to the power of God;
2Timothy 1:9 Who hath saved us, and called [us] with
an holy calling, not according to our works, but
according to his own purpose and grace, which was given
us in Christ Jesus before the world began,
2Timothy 1:10 But is now made manifest by the
appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath
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abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality
to light through the gospel:
Of course, if this passage has any point or meaning,
the doctrine of life and immortality was not fully
revealed to the Jews, its conditions, and the character
of its blessedness. The fact of a future life was made
known to them; but the foregoing statements, based on
the Old Testament Scriptures, show how far their views
fell below the clear, spiritual doctrine of the Gospel.
As Prof. Bush observes, "The information's couched
in the Old Testament on this theme are comparatively
dark and shadowy, more like the dim and feeble
glimmerings of the morning twilight, than the unclouded
blaze of the noon-day sun." In the same strain Prof.
Stuart says, the Hebrews "had not those distinct and
definite notions on this subject, which we of the
present day have. We should never forget that it is the
glorious preeminence of the Gospel to have brought life
and immortality to light. Christians too often
forget this while reasoning from the Old Testament."
Again he says: "I am far from coinciding with those who
find the nature of a future world as fully and
plainly revealed in the Old Testament as in the New.
But I am equally far from those who do not find it at
all intimated there. Both these positions are
extremes."
"This is a just statement of the case. The nature
of the future existence is not set out, neither in the
patriarchal, nor in the prophetical times of the old
dispensation, as fully and as luminously as under the
new dispensation of grace. But then it is absurd to say
that there are no indications of this great truth in
the Old Testament. When it is recorded that Abraham was
"gathered to his people," we must understand something
more than burial with his fathers or ancestors; for
they were buried in Chaldea, and not in Canaan.” Gen
15.15, 25.8.
"So Jacob says, "I will go down into Sheol mourning,
unto my son;" though he supposed his body had been rent
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in pieces by wild beasts. Gen 38.35. And at his death,
the historian says, he "yielded up the ghost, and was
gathered to his people;" though he was not buried with
his people till seven weeks after that. Gen 49.33. "I
am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob" (Exod3.6), is interpreted by the Savior as an
intimation of the future life of the spirit, since God
is the God of the living, and not of the dead; and
therefore, these patriarchs were living. Matt 22.31, 32.
And His declaration to the Sadducees, that they erred
on this point, "not knowing the
Scriptures," shows that those Scriptures did contain
the knowledge of a future life.
So the language of David, "Thou wilt not leave my
soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine holy one
to see corruption" (Ps 16.8-11), is explained by Peter
as prophetic of the resurrection of Christ; which
necessitates the idea of David's belief in a future
existence in Acts 2.
And then the several instances of a miraculous
restoration to life, by Elijah and Elisha, must have
suggested the thought of a separate existence of the
soul. The people did not suppose that these men of God
created the soul anew, and united it to the body; but
only that they called it back, as it were, which of
course implies its continued existence out of the
body. The cases referred to are the son of the widow of
Zarephath, 1Kings 17.17-23; the son of the Shunamite
woman, 2 Kings 4.33-36; and the man let down into the
sepulcher of Elisha, 2 Kings 13.21.
These passages, which might be greatly multiplied,
demonstrate the error of Bishop Warburton and others,
who attempt to show that the earlier Hebrew Scriptures
do not contain "even the idea of a future state." They
certainly do, but that this idea is as clear and
satisfactory as the view given in the Gospel, no one
would think of affirming. There is evidently a
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growth in this respect, as it is easy to see that the
faith of the Psalmist and the prophets is much more
full and rounded than that of their ancestors.
God instructed mankind by degrees, removing the
darkness, and adding to their knowledge little by
little, till at last Christ brought the doctrine of
life and immortality out of all shadow, and set it
before the world in the clear and perfect light of the
Gospel.
Nothing is plainer than that God operates in the
moral and spiritual world by the same method which
governs His action in the physical or material world.
He does not make an oak in a moment, but begins with
the acorn and causes it to grow up year by year to the
perfect tree. So He does not enlighten the world all at
once, by miracle, but educates them step by
step, adding truth to truth, knowledge to knowledge,
till the work is complete, and earth, like a mirror,
reflects the light, and beauty, and blessedness of
heaven.
Hence the Law is represented as the schoolmaster to
bring us to Christ, who is to finish our education in
the school of God, and instruct us in the perfect glory
of His wisdom and truth, and in the nature and extent
of His love and salvation. The chief element of this
argument will receive further elucidation in what
follows.
2. "If the argument against endless misery, drawn from
the silence of the Old Testament, is sound, is it not
equally good against the doctrine of universal
salvation ?"
What has been said in the foregoing reply, regarding
the method of divine instruction and revelation, has
equal force in respect to this question. God
does not reveal all the truth at once, but by degrees;
yet at no period does He leave the world entirely in
the dark, without any ray of light or hope. In the very
beginning, when the first transgression shadowed the
beauty of Eden, and destroyed the innocence and
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happiness of our first parents, there was a voice of
mercy heard, and a single star of promise rose upon
the darkness of the night."
Acts 24:15 And have hope toward God, which they
themselves also allow, that there shall be a
resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust.
Everyone goes to the grave at death Psalms 89:48 What man [is he that] liveth, and shall
not see death? shall he deliver his soul from the hand
of the grave? Selah.
Ecclesiastes 9:2 All [things come] alike to all:
[there is] one event to the righteous, and to the
wicked; to the good and to the clean, and to the
unclean; to him that sacrificed, and to him that
sacrificeth not: as [is] the good, so [is] the sinner;
[and] he that sweareth, as [he] that feareth an oath.
Everyone goes to the grave at death; no one goes to
hellfire. The best and the worst people die and go to
the grave. The wicked dead come out of the grave at the
end of the Millennium.."
The Old Testament does not contain the concept of
Hell! No single indication of everlasting torment is
discoverable in the writings of Moses. How could God
have warned Israel in detail about punishments in this
life: droughts, plagues, pestilence and other
punishments and not say one single word about most
important 'issue', eternal torment in 'hell'?
The New Testament writers used the Old Testament
types to show how the destruction of sinners in the
hands of an angry God is what actually occurs. It was
turning them into ashes, not tormenting them for even
long periods of time. Sodom and Gomorrah is an
excellent type given by Peter.
2Peter 2:6 And turning the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrha into ashes condemned [them] with an overthrow,
making [them] an ensample unto those that after should
live ungodly;
Here Peter says two things about the fate of the
ungodly:
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- They are an example for us to see what awaits the
ungodly.
- They eventually became ashes–cremated when body and
soul are destroyed in the lake of fire. (Matthew
10:28).
In the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah these
cities were literally burnt up and are not still
burning with the people walking around in torment.
Peter states that they are an example of what will
happen to the unsaved. The Old Testament speaks of
this:
Psalms 11:6 Upon the wicked he shall rain snares, fire
and brimstone, and an horrible tempest: [this shall be]
the portion of their cup.
Isaiah 34:9 And the streams thereof shall be turned
into pitch, and the dust thereof into brimstone, and
the land thereof shall become burning pitch.
All the curses of the Law, if they did not keep it,
were in this lifetime, not in any afterlife:
Deuteronomy 28:18 Cursed [shall be] the fruit of thy
body, and the fruit of thy land, the increase of thy
kine, and the flocks of thy sheep.
Deuteronomy 28:19 Cursed [shalt] thou [be] when thou
comest in, and cursed [shalt] thou [be] when thou goest
out.
- There is not one word said about a curse after
this lifetime.
Those who are against God shall perish Isaiah 41:10 Fear thou not; for I [am] with thee: be
not dismayed; for I [am] thy God: I will strengthen
thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee
with the right hand of my righteousness.
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Isaiah 41:11 Behold, all they that were incensed
against thee shall be ashamed and confounded: they
shall be as nothing; and they that strive with thee
shall perish.

◄ 6. abad ►
Strong's Concordance
abad: to perish
Original Word: אָבד
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: abad
Phonetic Spelling: (aw-bad')
Definition: to perish
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NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
to perish
NASB Translation
annihilate (2), annihilated (1), been lost (1), broken
(1) , corrupts (1), destroy (33), destroyed (15),
destroying (2), destroys (2), destruction (2), dying
(2) , fail (1), fails (1), give up as lost (1), lacking
(1), lost (12)
Brown-Driver-Briggs
 אָבדverb perish (MI אבד, Assyrian abâtu DlW

184

Aramaic אבד,

). —
'Confounded' - Because the mischief which they
contrived against thee shall fall upon themselves.
Because the mischief which they contrived against thee
shall fall upon themselves.
'Shall be ashamed and confounded' - To be ashamed and
confounded is often used as synonymous with being
overcome and destroyed. Their idols not being able to
help them, nor they to defend the worship of them: the
same is said with respect to Christ. Both are because
their hopes and designs shall be utterly disappointed,
and because the mischief which they contrived against
thee shall fall upon themselves
'they shall be as nothing; and they that strive with
thee shall perish'' - the men of thy strife
all shall come to nothing, and utterly perish, as to
their persons, substance, power, and dignity; as did
the Roman emperors, the persecutors of God's people.
This is the contrast between the righteous who take
refuge in the LORD and the ungodly wicked who forsake
him. The wicked shall be slain -
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Psalms 34:21 Evil shall slay the wicked: and they that
hate the righteous shall be desolate.

◄ 4191. muth ►
Strong's Concordance
muth: to die
Original Word: מוּת
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: muth
Phonetic Spelling: (mooth)
Definition: to die
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
to die
NASB Translation
body (1), bring about my death (1), bring death (1),
caused the death (1), certainly die (1), certainly put
(1), certainly put me to death (1), corpse (2), dead
(104), dead man (1), dead* (2), deadly* (1), death (21),
deceased (5), destroy (2), die (214), die shall be put
(1), died (167), dies (30), dying (1), kill (13),
killed (24), killing (2), kills (4), means kill (2),
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mortally (3), must die (1), perished* (1),
Verse 21 plainly declares an absolute: 'Evil shall slay
the wicked.' The passage then goes on to say that such
people will be condemned. Condemned to death. That's
what the wages of sin is. So this passage is simply a
reinforcement of
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Brown-Driver-Briggs
 מוּתverb die (Late Hebrew id. (rare); Assyrian mâtu DlHWB
395

◄ 816. asham ►
Strong's Concordance
asham: to offend, be guilty
Original Word: אשׁם
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: asham
Phonetic Spelling: (aw-sham')
Definition: to offend, be guilty
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
certainly, become, made desolate, destroy, greatly,
become, found, hold guilty, Or mashem {aw-shame'}; a
primitive root; to be guilty; by implication to be
punished or perish -- X certainly, be(-come, made)
desolate, destroy, X greatly, be(-come, found, hold)
guilty, offend (acknowledge offence), trespass.
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
to offend, be guilty
NASB Translation
acknowledge their guilt (1), bear their guilt (1),
became guilty (1), become guilty (3), becomes guilty
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(4), certainly guilty (1), condemned (2), desolate (1),
did wrong (1), found guilty (1), go (1), guilty (9),
held guilty (3), hold them guilty (1), incurred
grievous guilt (1), suffer (1), unpunished* (1),
wronged (1).

These verses (below) contrast the destiny of
righteous and wicked; the former shall be delivered and
never come into condemnation the latter are left under
condemnation and desolate.
John 5:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that
heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me,
hath everlasting life, and shall not come into
condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.
Romans 8:1 [There is] therefore now no condemnation to
them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the
flesh, but after the Spirit.
Psalms 34:21 Evil shall slay the wicked: and they that
hate the righteous shall be desolate.
'Evil shall slay the wicked' - The very thing in which
they delight shall become their ruin.
The Psalm 34 heading speaks of Abimelech, while the
historical account speaks of Achish. However the
Abimelech of the Psalm is surely the same person as the
"Achish" of the historical record (1 Samuel 21:10). So
this Psalm springs from the historical event in 1
Samuel 21. The name "Achish" is only found in a
narrow time span in the days of David, while references
to Abimelech are found in the days of Abraham right
through to the time of David. Therefore the name
Abimelech cannot refer to the same person in the days
of Abraham as it does in the days of David.
The name breaks into three parts Ab-i-melech. In Hebrew
'ab' is "father". y is "my", melech is "king. Abimelech
thus means "my father is king." Achish, to whom
David fled, was able to say "my father is king", thus
demonstrating that his kingship was one which was
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passed from father to son rather than being a
consequence of his own military conquests.
Abimelech is a title and not a proper name. Like
Pharaoh, Abimelech is a dynastic title. David fled to
Abimelech? This question is answered by looking at the
context of the Samuel account. David was fleeing from
Saul, who wanted to kill him (1 Samuel 19:1,10,12,20;
20:1,30-31; 21:10). When David was before Achish,
however, "And the servants of Achish said unto him, [Is]
not this David the king of the land? did they not sing
one to another of him in dances, saying, Saul hath
slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands?" (1
Samuel 21:11). David had fled to the Philistines "for
fear of Saul" (1 Samuel 21:10) and on hearing the
Philistines speak of his valor, " And David laid up
these words in his heart, and was sore afraid of Achish
the king of Gath." (1 Samuel 39).
Dr. Ruckman: "Those that hate Christ will be desolate.
And the same thing is said under another figure in
Proverbs 1:27–33 where Christ is figured as “wisdom”
(see Prov. 8). Those that trust in Him will not be
desolate (vs. 22). Hupfeld, Briggs, Olhausen, and
Hengstenberg change “evil” (vs. 21) to “misfortune”;
and Dummelow wants verses 15 and 21 brought in line
with the RV of Westcott and Hort (1885)."
This commentary omits 'Evil shall slay the wicked:'.
The wicked shall be cut off (destroyed) Psalms 94:21 They gather themselves together against
the soul of the righteous, and condemn the innocent
blood.
Psalms 94:22 But the LORD is my defence; and my God
[is] the rock of my refuge.
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Psalms 94:23 And he shall bring upon them their own
iniquity, and shall cut them off in their own
wickedness; [yea], the LORD our God shall cut them off.

◄ 6789. tsamath ►
Strong's Concordance
tsamath: to put an end to, exterminate
Original Word: צמת
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: tsamath
Phonetic Spelling: (tsaw-math') Definition: to put an end to, exterminate
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
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a prim. root
Definition
to put an end to, exterminate
NASB Translation
consumed (1), cut off (1), destroy (6), destroyed (4),
silenced (2), silent (1).
Brown-Driver-Briggs
[ ]צמתverb put an end to, exterminate
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
consume, cut off, destroy, vanish
A primitive root; to extirpate (literally or
figuratively) -- consume, cut off, destroy, vanish.
'Shall cut them off' - This is shows that the
destruction of the Babylonians was fixed and in
reference to the Jews, the persecutors and murderers of
the Lord and his apostles, it was not less so. Babylon
is totally destroyed; not even a vestige of it remains.
The Jews are no longer a nation; they are scattered
throughout the world, and have no certain place of
abode. They do not possess even one village on the face
of the earth.
Dr. Ruckman: " Verse 23 will be fulfilled literally at
the Second Advent (2 Thess. 1:8–9)."
Psalm 94: This psalm is a prayer for God’s judgment to
fall. It is in the spirit of the petition, a cry that
God’s righteous rule be established over all men,
especially the wicked. The introduction (verses 1-2),
briefly sets forth the psalmist’s desire; the lament
(verses 3-7), describes how the wicked are acting; the
appeal (verses 8-11), is offered directly to the wicked
for their self-correction; and finally, the confidence
section (verses 12-23), expresses the psalmist’s trust
and certainty that the Lord will in fact judge.
Ultimately God will cast His enemies down. God is not
going to dwell with iniquity.
Dr. Ruckman emphasizes the Tribulation context of
this type of Psalm. Nevertheless it's God's judgment on
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the wicked; the Psalm states that they shall be 'cut
off', they will be destroyed, exterminated. Death with
no hope of resurrection is the eternal punishment ofthe
wicked (they will be destroyed).
Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell*.
*Gehenna - not a place of torture but, rather of
complete destruction is evident from the fact that the
Isaiah text regarding Gehenna dealt, not with persons
who were alive, but with “the carcasses of the men that
were transgressing” against God.
Isaiah 66:24 And they shall go forth, and look upon
the carcases of the men that have transgressed against
me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their
fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto
all flesh.

Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

Note that Gehenna, or the Valley of Hinnon, was
used by Christ to describe the place of eternal
punishment of the wicked. Christ left no doubt of the
reality and dreadful nature of that punishment.
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'And fear not them' - This was a saying familiar to the
Jews. Compare Isaiah 51:7-8. Our Saviour most wisely
cautions his disciples against the fear of man, since
they were going to encounter all the powers of the
world and of darkness, by promoting the gospel of
purity and of true holiness.
'fear him' - But rather fear him, etc. Fear God, who
can condemn the soul to banishment. The command is to
fear not the displeasure of man, but that of God.
'Destroy both soul and body' - “Destroy” here is not
annihilation, but eternal punishment (death in the lake
of fire) Gehenna (the real hell). This text contains a
certain evidence that the soul doth not perish with the
body, it simply dies with the body. However it can be
resurrected in the case of the believer. In temporal
death; then the soul doth not perish with the body, it
simply dies with the body, thus it can be used to
implement the resurrection of the body. Men can murder
the body, they can extinguish its corporeal life. They
may burn it to ashes, and scatter its particles to the
four winds. Yet still the soul can be used to resurrect
the body.
'In hell' - The word in the Greek is Gehenna not Hades.

The wicked will be destroyed Psalms 145:18 The LORD [is] nigh unto all them that
call upon him, to all that call upon him in truth.
Psalms 145:19 He will fulfil the desire of them that
fear him: he also will hear their cry, and will save
them.
Psalms 145:20 The LORD preserved all them that love
him: but all the wicked will he destroy.
Psalms 145:21 My mouth shall speak the praise of the
LORD: and let all flesh bless his holy name for ever
and ever.
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◄ yaš·mîḏ ► 8405
Strong's Concordance
shamad: to be exterminated or destroyed
Original Word: שׁמד
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: shamad
Phonetic Spelling: (shaw-mad')
Definition: to be exterminated or destroyed
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
to be exterminated or destroyed
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NASB Translation
completely (1), demolish (2), destroy (36), destroyed
(41), destruction (2), eradicated (1), exterminate (2),
totally destroy (1), utterly destroyed (1), wipe (1).
Brown-Driver-Briggs
[]שׁמד90 verb Niph`al be exterminated, destroyed
Dr. Ruckman: " The Tribulation conditions—works are
stated next. The bowed down man who is going to be
upheld and raised up and fed is the man who fears God
(see Ps. 25:12, 112:1, and comments) and loves God (see
James 1:12). When he does this, the wicked will be
destroyed (vs. 20), “all the wicked will he destroy.”
You couldn’t jam these verses into the Church Age with
a jamming machine."
Clearly, from the contents and the title of this
Psalm it is a Psalm of praise.
Title - <<David's [Psalm] of praise.>>
Psalm 145 is addressed to God as the supreme King,
whose Kingdom is universal and Eternal and it
celebrates His majesty, greatness, and goodness. David
is praising God and prophesying. David will praise His
name forever and ever (1) in the sense of his
Eternal life and his future role as a prince. He speaks
for Israel in (1-4), as he so completely identifies
himself with the whole nation.
'Preserveth' - continues to preserve. One speaks of the
great love of God for all of mankind. When we reach out
in love to Him, He accepts us and keeps us in that
perfect love. The destruction of the wicked speaks of
those who have totally refused His love.
Psalm 145:20 contrasts the destruction of the
wicked with the fact that the LORD will preserve all
those who love Him. The wicked await an eternity away
from the presence of God, destroyed in the lake of fire.
This shows the complete misunderstanding of those who
adhere to the eternal torture doctrine: God couldn’t be
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plainer in this passage that He shall preserve those
who love Him while He will literally destroy the wicked,
but those who support eternal torture are so blinded by
their belief in the immortality of the soul that they
completely deny what Scripture plainly states.
Adhering to the view of everlasting destruction
presents no problem declaring these plain scriptural
facts — God is going to destroy the wicked, it’s both a
just and merciful sentence. People who adhere to the
view of eternal torture, have a real problem with this
because they don’t believe “destroy” literally means
destroy. Their theology compels them to interpret
‘destroy’ to mean eternal separation from God in
perpetual conscious misery. In light of this they
understandably have quite a hard time with
Scriptures that declare that God Himself is going to
destroy the ungodly like in the passages above. As a
result, we regularly hear statements like “God doesn’t
condemn people to hell — people choose hell.” This
simply isn’t accurate. As we’ve clearly seen throughout
this study, people choose sin, and because the wages of
sin is death, God will condemn such people to Gehenna
('hell') and that eradicates them from existence. We've
shown that Gehenna is the LORD’s trash dump and
incinerator.
Dr. Ruckman: "The Tribulation conditions—works are
stated next. The bowed down man who is going to be
upheld and raised up and fed is the man who fears God
(see Ps. 25:12, 112:1, and comments) and loves God (see
James 1:12). When he does this, the wicked will be
destroyed (vs. [145]:20), “all the wicked will he
destroy.”
Psalm 145 is addressed to God as the supreme King,
whose Kingdom is universal and Eternal and it
celebrates His majesty, greatness, and goodness. David
is praising God and prophesying. David will praise His
name for ever and ever.
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Unbelievers will be devoured and consumed by fire Isaiah 5:24 Therefore as the fire devoureth the stubble,
and the flame consumeth the chaff, [so] their root shall
be as rottenness, and their blossom shall goup as dust:
because they have cast away the law of the LORD of hosts,
and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel.
“
All of its bad.
Isaiah 5:20 Woe unto them that call evil good, and good
evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness;
that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!
“If the root becomes rotten, than the whole plant will die.
It then has no ability to absorb water and thus becomes very
dry and very flammable.
Job 18:16 His roots shall be dried up beneath, and above
shall his branch be cut off.
Malachi 4:1 For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as
an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly,
shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them
up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave them
neither root nor branch.” – Dr. Estep
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◄ 398. akal ►
Strong's Concordance
akal: to eat, devour
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Original Word: אכל
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: akal
Phonetic Spelling: (ak-al')
Definition: to eat, devour
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
(Aramaic) corresponding to akal
Definition
to eat, devour
NASB Translation
brought (1), devour (2), devoured (2), eating (1),
maliciously accused* (1).
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
accuse, devour, eat
(Aramaic) corresponding to akal' -- + accuse, devour,
eat.
see HEBREW 'akal'
Dr. Estep: "If the root becomes rotten, than the whole
plant will die. It then has no ability to absorb water
and thus becomes very dry and very flammable.
Job 18:16 His roots shall be dried up beneath, and
above shall his branch be cut off.
Malachi 4:1 For, behold, the day cometh, that shall
burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that
do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh
shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it
shall leave them neither root nor branch."
He that pursues evil pursues it to his own death. Proverbs 11:19 As righteousness [tendeth] to life: so
he that pursueth evil [pursueth it] to his own death.
Dr. Estep: " 'persueth evil' Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and
the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have
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their part in the lake which burneth with fire and
brimstone: which is the second death.
- they will wind up in the lake of fire
Proverbs 11:18 The wicked worketh a deceitful work:
but to him that soweth righteousness [shall be] a sure
reward.
Proverbs 11:5 The righteousness of the perfect shall
direct his way: but the wicked shall fall by his own
wickedness.
Proverbs 11:6 The righteousness of the upright shall
deliver them: but transgressors shall be taken in
[their own] naughtiness.
Proverbs 10:16 The labour of the righteous [tendeth]
to life: the fruit of the wicked to sin.
'Righteousness tendeth to life' - True godliness
promotes health, and is the best means of lengthening
out life; but wicked men live not out half their days.
'As righteousness tendeth to life' - Or is unto life:
not mere outward acts of moral righteousness; these may
be done where there is no principle of spiritual life,
and are no other than dead works, and will never bring
to everlasting life; indeed the best righteousness of
man's is no justification of life, nor can it entitle
to it, nor is meritorious of it. Godliness, or true
holiness, has the promise of this life and that to come,
1Timothy 4:8; and so here in the Hebrew text it is,
"unto lives", in the plural number. Internal grace, or
powerful godliness, which is the new man that is
created in righteousness, gives a meekness for
everlasting life, and issues in it; particularly the
righteousness of Christ, as that is a perfectly
justifying one; it makes a man alive in a law sense,
and gives a title and claim to eternal life;
'so he that pursueth evil pursueth it to his own death'
- or, it is "to his own death"; it issues in that: not
he that is overtaken in a fault, or falls into sin
through the infirmity of the flesh and the force of
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temptation, but such who eagerly follow after it and
overtake it; who give up themselves unto it, weary
themselves in committing it, draw iniquity with cords
of vanity, and sin as it were with a cart rope; these
often by their sins bring diseases upon them, which end
in a corporeal death; or by means of which they come
into the hand of the civil magistrate and are capitally
punished; and however, die the second death, or an
eternal one, the just wages of sin,
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Proverbs 11:19 As righteousness [tendeth] to life: so
he that pursueth evil [pursueth it] to his own death.
'persueth evil' Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and
the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have
their part in the lake which burneth with fire and
brimstone: which is the second death.
- they will wind up in the lake of fire

The expectation of the wicked shall perish Proverbs 10:28 The hope of the righteous [shall be]
gladness: but the expectation of the wicked shall
perish.
Dr. Estep: " 'expectation' - Hope in the Bible is what
you expect to come.
'perish' - He's expecting that his wickedness will keep
him out of trouble. It will cause him to perish.
Psalms 1:6 For the LORD knoweth the way of the
righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish.
It won't last. Beating the system won't come. What
will come is his fear - the thing he fears. He's hoping
for purgatory, but will get 'hell'".
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Dr. Ruckman: " The Septuagint and the LXX are just as
false, here, as anywhere and are not to be taken
seriously by any student of the Word. The Old Testament
meaning is clear (Ezek. 18:32), and it is carried
forward in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5–7) and is
found in the address to the rich young ruler (Luke
18:17–26). In all these passages, the speaker and the
audience are Old Testament, circumcised Jews under the
Law. “Righteousness” tends to DEATH following the
revelation of the Gospel (Gal. 1:6–10; 1 Cor. 15:14),
for it is “Not by works of righteousness which we have
done,” and Christ is the “end of the law for
righteousness to everyone that believeth.” The shortest
shortcut to Hell since Paul is good works (Rom. 4:5).
However, the physical aspects of the proverb are true
in either Testament."
Dr Ruckman apparently doesn't like the meaning of
Proverbs 10:28. He reacts to it as if this verse
doesn't even belong in the Bible. However, the meaning
of this Proverb, that the wicked will perish, is
confirmed by other Proverbs:
Proverbs 10:29 The way of the LORD [is] strength to
the upright: but destruction [shall be] to the workers
of iniquity.
Proverbs 11:19 As righteousness [tendeth] to life: so
he that pursueth evil [pursueth it] to his own death.
Proverbs 21:7 The robbery of the wicked shall destroy
them; because they refuse to do judgment.
Proverbs 21:15 [It is] joy to the just to do judgment:
but destruction [shall be] to the workers of iniquity.
Proverbs 24:20 For there shall be no reward to the
evil [man]; the candle of the wicked shall be put out.
'The expectation of the wicked shall perish' - A wicked
man is always imposing on himself by the hope of God's
mercy and final happiness; and he continues hoping,
till he dies without receiving that mercy which alone
would entitle him to that glory. The expectant waiting
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of the righteous is joyful at the time, and ends in joy:
the eager hope of the wicked comes to nought.
Proverbs 10:25 As the whirlwind passeth, so [is] the
wicked no [more]: but the righteous [is] an everlasting
foundation.
The righteous here meant are those right with God:
Therefore not swept away, as too often the hopes of the
wicked are.
Proverbs 10:30 The righteous shall never be removed:
but the wicked shall not habit the earth.
Confidence in this brings gladness to the
Christian’s heart.
Regarding a similar verse:
Job 8:13 So [are] the paths of all that forget God;
and the hypocrite's hope shall perish:
Dr. Estep: "So he saying here, for a person who's
rooted in God, in the mire, in the water, is going to
grow up nice, green and strong, but when you get away
from God it's just like being cut off from those things
and you just wither and dry up. And that's the way the
unrighteous man is. If you get cut off from spiritual
things then suddenly you just shrink. You're not as
spiritual as you were at one time. You're not what you
could or should be. You're not living up to your
potential. So he's saying when people get away from God
they shrivel up and lose some of their power.
Dr. Ruckman: " It will perish as a rush with no mud to
grow in, as a reed trying to grow on a desert, as a
herb that withers (vs. 12), or as a spider’s web is
wiped out with a stick or a broom (vs. 14)."
Dr. Ruckman claims the New Testament redefines its
meaning and that this Proverb is 'false' and it is
'not to be taken seriously by any student of the Word'.
Yet in Job 8:13 he states that the hopes of 'those that
forgot God' will perish 'as a rush with no mud to grow
in, as a reed trying to grow on a desert, as a herb
that withers'.

2112

So clearly the wicked's expectations will perish
They will be destroyed both body and soul (Matthew
10:28).

The wicked will one day be 'no more' Proverbs 10:25 As the whirlwind passeth, so [is] the
wicked no [more]: but the righteous [is] an everlasting
foundation.

◄ 369. ayin ►
Strong's Concordance
ayin: nothing, nought
Original Word: אַיִ ן
Part of Speech: substantive; particle of negation
Transliteration: ayin
Phonetic Spelling: (ah'-yin)
Definition: nothing, nought
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
nothing, nought
NASB Translation
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almost (1), bereft* (1), beyond (5), beyond* (1), cease
(2), countless* (2), else* (1), endless* (1), fails (1),
found (1), gone (6), had (2), had no (11), had no one
(2), has (2), has he no (1), has no (23), has none ...
Brown-Driver-Briggs
II.  ַא יִ ןnought.
֫
 איעזֶרsee אבִ י ֶעזֶר.
“As the whirlwind passeth, so is the wicked no more” (vs.
25). The primary doctrinal reference is, of course, to the
Second Advent (see Amos 1:14; Nah. 1:3; Jer 23:19; Psa.
58:9; Ezek. 1:4). Notice how much of what follows can be
placed on the beginning of the Millennium where it relates
“As the whirlwind passeth, so is the wicked no more” (vs.
25). The primary doctrinal reference is, of course, to the
Second Advent (see Amos 1:14; Nah. 1:3; Jer 23:19; Psa.
58:9; Ezek. 1:4). Notice how much of what follows can be
placed on the beginning of the Millennium.”
Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Proverbs Commentary (The
Bible Believer's Commentary Series
“The problem is when the whirlwind passes it does a great
deal of damage.
'no more' - The wicked do a great deal of damage on the earth
and to people then God takes them away.
'everlasting' - When he passes he leaves something permanent.
Their work is a foundation which lasts.”
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II. יִ ן
,ַא
֫ construct יאן
Substantive properly nothing, nought (Moabite אן,
Assyrian iânu).
Dr. Estep: "The problem is when the whirlwind passes it
does a great deal of damage.
'no more' - The wicked do a great deal of damage on the
Earth and to people then God takes them away."
Dr. Ruckman: " The primary doctrinal reference is, of
course, to the Second Advent (see Amos 1:14; Nah. 1:3;
Jer 23:19; Psa. 58:9; Ezek. 1:4). Notice how much of
what follows can be placed on the beginning of the
Millennium where it relates to the state of the
righteous and the wicked at that time: verses 27–28,30.
In the Millennium (and right at the end of the
Tribulation) it is true that: 1. “The years of the
wicked shall be shortened” (vs. 27). 2. “The fear of
the Lord prolongeth days” (vs. 27). 3. “The expectation
of the wicked shall perish” (vs. 28). 4. “The righteous
shall never be removed” (vs. 30). 5. “The wicked shall
not inhabit the earth” (vs. 30). 6. “The righteous is
an everlasting foundation” (vs. 25). 7. “The hope of
the righteous shall be gladness” (vs. 28)."
This verse may have a Millennial context, however
the wicked will be 'no more' is the overall future of
these people. This is confirmed by many other 'nonMillennial' similar Scriptures:
Psalms 1:4 The ungodly [are] not so: but [are] like
the chaff which the wind driveth away.
Psalms 37:9 For evildoers shall be cut off: but those
that wait upon the LORD, they shall inherit the earth.
Psalms 37:10 For yet a little while, and the wicked
[shall] not [be]: yea, thou shalt diligently consider
his place, and it [shall] not [be].
If the wicked were forever alive in hellfire, they
would be continually sinning. hating, cursing. But sin
and sinners will be no more. After a relatively short
time, the lake of fire will stop burning, and there
will be no more fire, because the sinners will all be
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perished. Heaven will not contain sinners.
Nahum 1:9 What do ye imagine against the LORD? he will
make an utter end: affliction shall not rise up the
second time.
Psalms 37:36 Yet he passed away, and, lo, he [was] not:
yea, I sought him, but he could not be found.
Proverbs 11:10 When it goeth well with the righteous,
the city rejoiceth: and when the wicked perish, [there
is] shouting.
Proverbs 1:27 When your fear cometh as desolation, and
your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress
and anguish cometh upon you.
Proverbs 10:25 As the whirlwind passeth, so [is] the wicked
no [more]: but the righteous [is] an everlasting foundation.
'As the whirlwind passeth, so is the wicked no more' The wicked themselves are like a whirlwind, noisy,
boisterous, and blustering; such is the man of sin, who
speaks like a dragon, breathing out slaughter and
threatening against the saints; and so are his
followers, fierce and heady, and like a whirlwind,
pernicious and destructive, bearing down, carrying away,
and destroying all before it.
'As the whirlwind passeth' - As tornadoes that sweep
every thing away before them; so shall the wrath of God
sweep away the wicked; it shall leave him neither
branch nor root. But the righteous, being built on the
eternal foundation,  יסוד עולםyesod olam, shall never be
shaken.

“1. “The years of the wicked shall be shortened” (vs.
27).
2. “The fear of the Lord prolongeth days” (vs. 27).
3. “The expectation of the wicked shall perish” (vs.
28).
4. “The righteous shall never be removed” (vs. 30).
5. “The wicked shall not inhabit the earth” (vs.
30).
6. “The righteous is an everlasting foundation” (vs.
25).
7. “The hope of the righteous shall be gladness”
(vs. 28).”
2116

Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Proverbs Commentary
Bible Believer's Commentary Series
The wicked will be 'castedst down into destruction'
(73:18). Psalms 73:12 Behold, these [are] the ungodly, who
prosper in the world; they increase [in] riches.
Psalms 73:13 Verily I have cleansed my heart [in] vain,
and washed my hands in innocency.
Psalms 73:14 For all the day long have I been plagued,
and chastened every morning.
Psalms 73:15 If I say, I will speak thus; behold, I
should offend [against] the generation of thy children.
Psalms 73:16 When I thought to know this, it [was] too
painful for me;
Psalms 73:17 Until I went into the sanctuary of God;
[then] understood I their end.
Psalms 73:18 Surely thou didst set them in slippery
places: thou castedst them down into destruction.

Psalms 73:19 How are they [brought] into desolation,
as in a moment they are utterly consumed with terrors.
◄ lə·maš·šū·’ō·wṯ ► 4876
Strong's Concordance 4876 (73:18)
mashshuoth: perhaps deceptions
Original Word: ַמאָוּשּׁה
Part of Speech: Noun Feminine
Transliteration: mashshuoth
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Phonetic Spelling: (mash-shoo-aw')
Definition: perhaps deceptions
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
desolation, destruction
Or mashshu ah {mash-shoo-aw'}; for mshow'ah; ruin -desolation, destruction.
see HEBREW mshow'ah
Dr. Ruckman: " Verses 18 and 19 describe not only the
sudden and complete destruction of men like Hitler,
Bundy, Manson, Capone, Luciano, Moran, Siegel, Tully,
Herold, Pilate, Wallenstein, and Torquemada, but also
the terrors of Daniel’s Seventieth Week as described in
Revelation 6, 8, 9, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, and 19."
The wicked are not God's children, so, in general,
they are not chastened as such. Doctrinally, the wicked
and the ungodly are references to the antichrist's
people at the end of the Tribulation. In God's
sanctuary the Psalmist learned that their prosperity
was short and would end. There he was able to realize
the temporary nature of the prosperity of the wicked
and their nothingness in the sight of God. The believer
today should consider that the very sight of the
prosperity of the wicked is a test of his faith. When
the psalmist went into the sanctuary of God instead of
complaining about things, he went into the Sanctuary
where God reveals His power and His glory and he was
calmed and then he understood the end of the wicked.
Deuteronomy 32:9 For the LORD'S portion [is] his
people; Jacob [is] the lot of his inheritance.
Every unsaved person needs to contemplate their
end - whether they will go to heaven or to the lake of
fire. His visit to the sanctuary enabled the Psalmist
to understand the end of the wicked and his need to
draw near to God and put my trust in the Lord GOD, as
those that are far from God. For, they that are far
from thee shall perish: thou hast destroyed all them
that go a whoring from thee. Desertion of God the
source of life can lead only to ruin and death.
Psalms 36:9 For with thee [is] the fountain of life:
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in thy light shall we see light.
The house of the wicked will be overthrown in the
future Proverbs 14:11 The house of the wicked shall be
overthrown: but the tabernacle of the upright shall
flourish.

◄ 8045. shamad ►
Strong's Concordance
shamad: to be exterminated or destroyed
Original Word: שׁמד
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: shamad
Phonetic Spelling: (shaw-mad')
Definition: to be exterminated or destroyed
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
to be exterminated or destroyed
NASB Translation
completely (1), demolish (2), destroy (36), destroyed
(41), destruction (2), eradicated (1), exterminate (2),
totally destroy (1), utterly destroyed (1), wipe (1).
Brown-Driver-Briggs
]
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[שׁמד

90

verb Niph`al be exterminated, destroyed

Dr. Estep: "Don't envy the wicked, the rich. It's just
temporary. The axe will fall. God will work it out in
the end.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
A principle: What's built on sin will be
overthrown.
'flourish' - They don't want to sow any bad seed.
Matthew 6:22 The light of the body is the eye: if
therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be
full of light.
That singleness of eye is keeping your eye on the
right things, on the Lord. The focus is on living right.
Matthew 6:23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body
shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that
is in thee be darkness, how great [is] that darkness!
When your body/mind are full of dark you can't see
right, judge, you're reprobate.
'reprobate' - Probate court is for making judicial
decisions according to the law, truth. A reprobate is a
man who can't probate, make a decision, judge
truthfully, cannot judge whether a thing is right or
wrong. They can't probate properly the things of life.
2Corinthians 13:5 Examine yourselves, whether ye be in
the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own
selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be
reprobates?
2Corinthians 13:6 But I trust that ye shall know that
we are not reprobates.
A lost person can probate on simple decisions, but
not real life issues like heaven/'hell', parenting."
Dr. Ruckman: "There is no final fulfillment of this
until Revelation 19 (cf. also 13:22). The kings of
Israel and Judah following the division of the kingdom
are good examples of Old Testament fulfillment: 1 Kings
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15:21, Jeroboam; 1 Kings 16:12, Baasha; 2 Kings 25:7,
Zedekiah. “But the tabernacle of the upright shall
flourish” (vs. 11). The verse is literally true of
Jesus Christ in His official position as king over
Jacob, ruling on the throne of David (Acts 15:16).
Numerous examples of this proverb are found in Job (Job
11:13–20, etc.)."

Doeg the Edomite will be destroyed forever (52:5) Psalms 52:1 <<To the chief Musician, Maschil, [A Psalm]
of David, when Doeg the Edomite came and told Saul, and
said unto him, David is come to the house of
Ahimelech.>> Why boastest thou thyself in mischief, O
mighty man? the goodness of God [endureth] continually.
Psalms 52:2 Thy tongue deviseth mischiefs; like a
sharp razor, working deceitfully.
Psalms 52:3 Thou lovest evil more than good; [and]
lying rather than to speak righteousness. Selah.
Psalms 52:4 Thou lovest all devouring words, O [thou]
deceitful tongue.
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Psalms 52:5 God shall likewise destroy thee for ever,
he shall take thee away, and pluck thee out of [thy]
dwelling place, and root thee out of the land of the
living. Selah.

◄ 5422. nathats ►
Strong's Concordance
nathats: to pull down, break down
Original Word: נָתץ
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: nathats
Phonetic Spelling: (naw-thats')
Definition: to pull down, break down
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NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
to pull down, break down
NASB Translation
break (1), broke down (15), broken (1), broken down (2),
demolish (1), destroy (1), pull down (1), pulled down
(2), razed (1), smashed (1), tear down (6), tore down
(6), torn down (4).
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
beat down, break down out, cast down, destroy,
overthrow, pull down, throw down
A primitive root; to tear down -- beat down, break down
(out), cast down, destroy, overthrow, pull down, throw
down.
5331:
“netsach {nay'-tsakh}; from natsach; properly, a goal, i.e. The bright
object at a distance travelled towards; hence (figuratively), splendor, or
(subjectively) truthfulness, or (objectively) confidence; but usually
(adverbially), continually (i.e. To the most distant point of view); --alway(s), constantly, end, (+ n-)ever(more), perpetual, strength, victory.
Note: The above definition matches that of olam, which we discussed in
great detail. It is the proper substitute for ‘forever’., a word that belongs
only to God. We’ve shown that God speaks to us in terms of ages, not
forever or eternal. Thus, the words forever, everlasting and eternal are
usually mistranslations, even when used in Deity contexts.
Dr. Ruckman: "The destiny of this man is eternal
destruction (“destroy thee forever”), so the
commentators should exercise some caution; otherwise
they are going to make the word of God of none effect
by dumping it all on Saul in the dead, historical past
tense: Kroll (Liberty University) does just this, as
well as Baethgen, Motyer, Yates, Dummelow, and others."
Saul was trying to kill David, but David and his
men ran away from Saul. They came to a house of God in
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Nob. They asked Ahimelech the priest there for food. He
gave them special bread. He also gave David Goliath's
sword, which was in the house of God at Nob. Doeg said
things about Ahimelech that were true, but Saul thought
that Ahimelech was giving David help to kill Saul. Doeg
knew that this was not true, but he did not tell Saul.
Doeg's tongue was a deceitful tongue, because, although
the facts he reported were true, he helped to confirm
Saul in a false and cruel suspicion. His story was told
with malicious intent and fatal result, as Saul told
Doeg to kill Ahimelech and the other priests in Nob.
Doeg then killed 85 priests and their wives and
children
1Samuel 22:18 And the king said to Doeg, Turn thou,
and fall upon the priests. And Doeg the Edomite turned,
and he fell upon the priests, and slew on that day
fourscore and five persons that did wear a linen ephod.
In this Psalm, David tells us that God will destroy
people that say bad things and hurt other people. But
people that trust in God instead of money will always
praise God. From its contents, while historically the
Psalm is a denunciation of some wealthy and powerful
noble, who had been guilty of ruining innocent persons
by malicious slanders or false evidence, prophetically,
this is a picture of the Man of Sin. He is a wicked man
who trusted in the abundance of his riches instead of
trusting in God for his strength. Thy tongue deviseth
mischiefs; like a sharp razor, working deceitfully.

Moths will eat the wicked up like a garment, and
worms devour them like they devour wool Isaiah 51:6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look
upon the earth beneath: for the heavens shall vanish
away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a
garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like
manner: but my salvation shall be for ever, and my
righteousness shall not be abolished.
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Isaiah 51:7 Hearken unto me, ye that know
righteousness, the people in whose heart [is] my law;
fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid
of their revilings.
Isaiah 51:8 For the moth shall eat them up like a
garment, and the worm shall eat them like wool: but my
righteousness shall be for ever, and my salvation from
generation to generation.
Dr. Estep: "Righteousness, life and salvation are all
connected."
The notion is that the wicked shall be consumed
just as the moth eats up a garment. An expression
remarkably similar to this is found in Job 4:18-20:
Job 4:18 Behold, he put no trust in his servants;
and his angels he charged with folly:
Job 4:19 How much less [in] them that dwell in houses
of clay, whose foundation [is] in the dust, [which] are
rushed before the moth?
Job 4:20 They are destroyed from morning to evening:
they perish for ever without any regarding [it].
Dr. Ruckman: "That is, they rot away like a piece of
old cloth that a moth chews (Isa. 51:6). They are
“destroyed from morning to evening” (vs. 20); that is,
they die like flies, and hundreds of them die every day,
at all hours of the day or night. Their “excellency”
goes away (vs. 21) according to Psalm 49:12, 16, 17,
and 20, and they “die, even without wisdom” (vs. 21),
exactly like David said in the same Psalm (Psa. 49:20);
they are “like the beasts that perish” (Psa. 49:20;
Eccl. 3:18). Since their “foundation is in the dust”
(vs. 19), they must return to it (Eccl. 3:20); for,
from “dust thou art, and unto dust thou shalt return”
(Gen. 3:19)."
The Wicked shall be destroyed. just as the moth
that eats a garment.
Isaiah 50:9 Behold, the Lord GOD will help me; who [is]
he [that] shall condemn me? lo, they all shall wax old
as a garment; the moth shall eat them up.
'wax old as a garment' - The moth shall 'eat' the
garment.
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This 'garment' consists of the Earth, the heavens,
the foundations, the first covenant:
Thus, the moth is likened to a destroyer of the heavens
and the foundations:
Psalms 102:26 They shall perish, but thou shalt endure:
yea, all of them shall wax old like a garment; as a
vesture shalt thou change them, and they shall be
changed:
the Earth:
Isaiah 51:6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look
upon the earth beneath: for the heavens shall vanish
away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a
garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like
manner: but my salvation shall be for ever, and my
righteousness shall not be abolished.
The first covenant:
Hebrews 8:13 In that he saith, A new [covenant], he
hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and
waxeth old [is] ready to vanish away.

The wicked will be destroyed forever Job 4:18 Behold, he put no trust in his servants; and
his angels he charged with folly:
Job 4:19 How much less [in] them that dwell in houses
of clay, whose foundation [is] in the dust, [which] are
crushed before the moth?
Job 4:20 They are destroyed from morning to evening:
they perish for ever without any regarding [it].
Dr. Estep: "God regards it."
Dr. Ruckman: "that is, they die like flies, and
hundreds of them die every day, at all hours of the day
or night. Their “excellency” goes away (vs. 21)
according to Psalm 49:12, 16, 17, and 20, and they “die,
even without wisdom” (vs. 21), exactly like David said
in the same Psalm (Psa. 49:20); they are “like the
beasts that perish” (Psa. 49:20; Eccl. 3:18). Since
their “foundation is in the dust” (vs. 19), they must
return to it (Eccl. 3:20); for, from “dust thou art,
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and unto dust thou shalt return” (Gen. 3:19). Can such
a feeble, fickle, frail, fragile, fluttering, fallible
spark in the wind “be more pure than his maker?” (vs.
17). Not on your life. “Behold, he put no trust in his
servants;"
'They are destroyed' — better, “they would be
destroyed,” if God withdrew His loving protection.
Therefore man must not think to be holy before God, but
to draw holiness and all things else from God.
'They perish forever' - Without being restored to life.
They pass away, and nothing is ever seen of them again.
‘They are destroyed — better, “they would be
destroyed,”if God withdrew His loving protection. 'They
perish for ever -  יאבדוyobedu ; peribunt, they pass by;
they go out of sight; they moulder with the dust, and
are soon forgotten. They perish without being restored
to life. They pass away, and nothing is ever seen of
them again, but they are not annihilated.
Perish — In reference to this present worldly life,
which when once lost is never recovered. They die once
for all. For "if a man die, shall he live again?" Job
14:14. Their worldly life, which when once lost is
never recovered, Job 16:22 Psalms 39:13.
The person (soul) found working on the day of
atonement will be destroyed (perish). Note that the
word 'soul' here is not referring to an immortal part
of the person or his 'life force', but the person
himself Leviticus 23:28 And ye shall do no work in that same
day: for it [is] a day of atonement, to make an
atonement for you before the LORD your God.
Leviticus 23:29 For whatsoever soul [it be] that shall
not be afflicted in that same day, he shall be cut off
from among his people.
Leviticus 23:30 And whatsoever soul [it be] that doeth
any work in that same day, the same soul will I destroy
from among his people.
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◄ 6. abad ►
Strong's Concordance
abad: to perish
Original Word: אָבד
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: abad
Phonetic Spelling: (aw-bad')
Definition: to perish
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
to perish
NASB Translation
annihilate (2), annihilated (1), been lost (1), broken
(1) , corrupts (1), destroy (33), destroyed (15),
destroying (2), destroys (2), destruction ...
Brown-Driver-Briggs
 אָבדverb perish (MI אבד, Assyrian abâtu DlW
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Aramaic אבד,

). —
1 cause to perish, destroy, kill, object person
Notice: The day of atonement is referred to as a
time of rest, a day of rest. No work.
'And I will destroy'  ְו השׁמ ְ ֞ד ִתּי- To desolate
'the same soul will I destroy from among his people' with the pestilence, it seems to be but another phrase
for cutting them off, and to signify the same thing.
The Israelites were to perform no work of any kind
on the Sabbath. Any soul (Person) who was caught
working on the Sabbath was to be destroyed. God
provided times during the year when the people were not
to do any sort of work. One such day was the 10th of
the 7th month which was an atonement day. Leviticus
23:27 Speaking to Moses God says: "However, on the
tenth of this seventh month is the day of atonement. A
holy convention should take place for you, and you must
afflict your souls (bodies) and present an offering
made by fire to Jehovah.
God burns his enemies with fire Psalms 97:2 Clouds and darkness [are] round about him:
righteousness and judgment [are] the habitation of his
throne.
Psalms 97:3 A fire goeth before him, and burneth up
his enemies round about.

◄ 3857. lahat ►
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Strong's Concordance
lahat: to blaze up, flame
Original Word: להט
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: lahat
Phonetic Spelling: (law-hat')
Definition: to blaze up, flame
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
burn up, set on fire, flaming, kindle
A primitive root; properly, to lick, i.e. (by
implication) to blaze -- burn (up), set on fire,
flaming, kindle.
'And burneth up his enemies round about' - Is
especially directed against his foes. That is, he
manifests himself as a just God, inflicting vengeance
upon his enemies. He comes to reign, and in his reign
all his foes will be destroyed. So that none can escape:
This was true of the Israel, who were burnt up; so that
there was not left root nor branch in it and will be
true of the wicked.
'enemies' = adversaries

The wicked will be burned up with fire Psalms 106:18 And a fire was kindled in their company;
the flame burned up the wicked.

◄ 3857. lahat ►
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Strong's Concordance
lahat: to blaze up, flame
Original Word: להט
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: lahat
Phonetic Spelling: (law-hat')
Definition: to blaze up, flame
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
to blaze up, flame
NASB Translation
aflame (1), breathe forth fire (1), burned (1), burns
(2) , consumed (1), flaming (1), kindles (1), set him
aflame (1), set them ablaze (1), sets on fire (1), sets
the on fire (1).
Dr. Ruckman: " Verses 17 and 18 are the subject matter
of Numbers 16, which see. The golden calf—the very
epitome of idolatry (see below)—is constructed in the
same area (at the foot of the same mountain) where the
Decalogue was given to the human race. No set of basic
laws has ever been an improvement over these, and none
better will ever be constructed in the future."
Dr. Ruckman makes no mention of the fact that this
verse claims the wicked will be destroyed, only that
idolatry is the cause of their wickedness.
Psalm 106 is an historical Psalm like Psalm 105. It
belongs to the same period. This Psalm begins and ends
with Praise ye the LORD (Hallelujah). Between these two
descriptions of praise this Psalm contains the mournful
details of Israel's sin and the extraordinary patience
of God. It is good to bless the Lord both at the
beginning and at the end of our thoughts when sin and
grace are the themes. God let powerful kings beat his
people in war. Their fourth sin was the worship of
the calf (106:19) (Exodus 32, Deuteronomy 9:19). This
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event caused the Ten Commandments to be broken by Moses,
so the people would not be culpable of their contents.
The Levites who were with Korah perished by fire,
which was a most fitting death. These terrible things
in righteousness are mentioned here to show the
obstinacy of the people in continuing to rebel against
the Lord. Korah and his "company" were more "wicked"
than Dathan, Abiram, and their followers, since they
had received a favour from God which ought to have
satisfied them and since they ought to have been better
instructed in the Law than ordinary Israelites. Hence
Korah alone is mentioned in Jude 1:11.
Jude 1:11 Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way
of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for
reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core.

Unbelievers whole land shall be devoured by the
fire Zephaniah 1:18 Neither their silver nor their gold
shall be able to deliver them in the day of the LORD'S
wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire
of his jealousy: for he shall make even a speedy
riddance of all them that dwell in the land.
Dr. Estep: "They didn't want to serve Him anyway so
He'll just fix them. So the whole land is going to be
burned up with fire. He's going to clean it from one
end to the another. When He cleans it by fire He's
really purifying it. His words are likened to gold.
'Their silver nor their gold' - In which they trusted,
and from which they expected happiness; these shall not
profit them in this awful day. And God will bring this
about a speedy riddance - a desolation, which shall
take place in every part of the land.
Ezekiel 38:19 For in my jealousy [and] in the fire of
my wrath have I spoken, Surely in that day there shall
be a great shaking in the land of Israel;
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Wicked idolaters will be burned in flames Psalms 106:17 The earth opened and swallowed up Dathan,
and covered the company of Abiram.
Psalms 106:18 And a fire was kindled in their company;
the flame burned up the wicked.

◄ 3857. lahat ►
Strong's Concordance
lahat: to blaze up, flame
Original Word: להט
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: lahat
Phonetic Spelling: (law-hat')
Definition: to blaze up, flame
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
to blaze up, flame
NASB Translation
aflame (1), breathe forth fire (1), burned (1), burns
(2), consumed (1), flaming (1), kindles (1), set him
aflame (1), set them ablaze (1), sets on fire (1), sets
the on fire (1).
Dr. Ruckman: " Verses 17 and 18 are the subject matter
of Numbers 16, which see. The golden calf—the very
epitome of idolatry (see below)—is constructed in the
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same area (at the foot of the same mountain) where the
Decalogue was given to the human race. No set of basic
laws has ever been an improvement over these, and none
better will ever be constructed in the future. The
moral precepts of the Ten Commandments, if kept, will
raise any nation to a place of prominence, and even
where they are not kept, if the populace subscribes and
submits to them, as a standard for living, that nation
will prosper financially and spiritually."
On these verses see Numbers 16:31-35. This refers to
the time when they rebelled against Moses.
Their third sin was jealousy of the authority of
Moses and Aaron (16-18) (Numbers 16).Their fourth sin
was the worship of the calf (19) (Exodus 32,
Deuteronomy 9:19). This event caused the Ten
Commandments to be broken by Moses, so the people would
not be culpable of their contents.
'The flame burned up the wicked' - The two hundred and
fifty men with censers, this was an emblem of that fire
which shall consume those that hurt the witnesses; or
of that vengeance.
Numbers 16:35 And there came out a fire from the LORD,
and consumed the two hundred and fifty men that offered
incense.
The cause of their sin was disregard to the works
and word of God,
Psalms 106:13 They soon forgat his works; they waited
not for his counsel:
They minded not what he had done for them: They
soon forgot his works, and lost the impressions they
had made upon them.

The wicked are consumed to their 'complete end'
with God's fiery wrath Ezekiel 22:30 And I sought for a man among them, that
should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before
me for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I
found none.
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Dr. Estep: "
'hedge' - like a hedge to protect Israel from doing
wrong and going wrong
'stand in the gap' - like a mediator, like Abraham was
when he prayed for God not to destroy Sodom.
'found none' - If He couldn't find one to save Israel.
He found one man who was praying for Him to back off of
S+G in gen 18, but He couldn't find anybody to pray for
Israel or for Jerusalem. That a sad state of affairs.
Therefore have I poured out mine indignation upon them;
I have consumed them with the fire of my wrath: their
own way have I recompensed upon their heads, saith the
Lord GOD.
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Ezekiel 22:31 Therefore have I poured out mine
indignation upon them; I have consumed them with the
fire of my wrath: their own way have I recompensed upon
their heads, saith the Lord GOD.

◄ 3615. kalah ►
Strong's Concordance
kalah: to be complete, at an end, finished,
accomplished, or spent
Original Word: כּלה
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: kalah
Phonetic Spelling: (kaw-law')
Definition: to be complete, at an end, finished,
accomplished, or spent
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NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
to be complete, at an end, finished, accomplished, or
spent
Brown-Driver-Briggs
c. come to an end, vanish = perish, be destroyed, by ׳יs
judgment
That just the natural result of sin. God just pours
out your way upon you. There's a hole in the hedge and
Jeremiah was the man that God had called out to stand
in the gap, but they threw him in jail and hauled him
off to Egypt. God had raised up Jeremiah to speak for
Him before this all happened, but the political leaders
shut him up, eventually carried him away.
Jeremiah 5:1 Run ye to and fro through the streets of
Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and seek in the broad
places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be [any]
that executeth judgment, that seeketh the truth; and I
will pardon it.
The interesting thing is if Lot would have done
right in Sodom and Gomorrha he'd have won 9 other
people to the LORD. God wouldn't have destroyed Sodom
and Gomorrha. He said if He found 10 righteous men in
there He won't destroy it. But Lot hadn't done his job.
He hadn't converted anybody. They had converted Lot.
Ezekiel 22:30 And I sought for a man among them, that
should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before
me for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I
found none.
'the hedge' — the wall - a type of what blocks leading
people to repentance.
'I found none' Compare
Ezekiel 13:5 Ye have not gone up into the gaps,
neither made up the hedge for the house of Israel to
stand in the battle in the day of the LORD.
'I sought for a man' - I saw that there was a grievous
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breach made in the moral state and feeling of the
people, and I sought for a man that would stand in the
gap; that would faithfully exhort, reprove and counsel
with all long-suffering and doctrine. But none was to
be found.

Fire shall devour Israel because they have
forgotten their Maker Hosea 8:14 For Israel hath forgotten his Maker, and
buildeth temples; and Judah hath multiplied fenced
cities: but I will send a fire upon his cities, and it
shall devour the palaces thereof.
'For Israel hath forgotten his Maker' - God was
Israel's Maker, not only as the Creator of all things,
but as the Author of his existence as a people, as He
saith:
Deuteronomy 32:6 Do ye thus requite the LORD, O
foolish people and unwise? [is] not he thy father [that]
hath bought thee? hath he not made thee, and
established thee?
'But I will send a fire upon his cities ' - Of the
cities of Judah, Isaiah says
Isaiah 1:7 Your country [is] desolate, your cities
[are] burned with fire: your land, strangers devour it
in your presence, and [it is] desolate, as overthrown
by strangers.
Dr. Ruckman: "You could lose God in a building program.
When Peter gets confused
Luke 9:33 And it came to pass, as they departed from
him, Peter said unto Jesus, Master, it is good for us
to be here: and let us make three tabernacles; one for
thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias: not knowing
what he said.
all he can think of is putting on some
additions to the plant.
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Matthew 17:4 Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus,Lord,
it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here
three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one
for Elias.
Tabernacles are involved in the second coming. Chances
are the time of the second coming is the feast of
Tabernacles. This is the one feast that is mentioned in
relation to the Millennium.
Moses was not found after he was buried. God wasn't
taking any bodies to heaven until the resurrection of
Christ.
1) Enoch which pictures the church going out later
2) Moses who pictures the tribulation saint going out
Zechariah 14:16 And it shall come to pass, [that] every one
that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem
shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the
LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles.
Christ will take over this earth at the feast of
tabernacles.” – Dr. Estep
“The booths [tabernacles] (the word normally means ‘tents’)
would be temporary shelters of branches, such as were
erected for the Feast of Tabernacles.” (France)
“How selfish the one thought, ‘It is good for us!’ What was
to be done for the rest of the twelve, and for the other
disciples, and for the wide, wide world?” (Spurgeon)
“Then answered Peter and said unto Jesus,.... Which was, as Luke informs
us, after he, and James, and John, awoke out of sleep; for it being night when
Christ was transfigured, and they weary, were overpressed, and fell asleep on
the mount, as they afterwards did in the garden with him: but when they were
awaked, either by the talk of the men with Christ, or by the rays of brightness
and glory, which darted from them, and especially from Christ, to their great
surprise; they saw the glory that was upon him, and observed the two men
that were with him, who appeared also in glorious forms; whom either by
revelation, or the sequel of their discourse, they knew to be Moses and Elias:
and just as these were taking their leave of Christ, Peter, charmed with such
objects, and with such delightful company, and pleasant conversation, he had
the happiness of hearing part of, addresses himself to Christ and says,
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Lord, it is good for us to be here; in this mountain, with thyself and such
company; better than to be below among the throng and multitude, where
nothing but misery and distress are to be seen, and noise and tumult heard;
or it is better to be here, than to go to Jerusalem, and there suffer and die; the
horror of which, is thought by some, still to abide on Peter's mind.
If thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles: tents, or booths, such as
were made, at the feast of tabernacles, of boughs and branches of trees, to
keep off heat, cold, and rains:
one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias; Luke adds, "not knowing
what he said"; and Mark, "for he wist not what to say": the one representing
him, as with the rapture and surprise, not himself; and the other, under the
awe and dread of such majesty, as at the utmost loss what to say, agreeably to
such a situation of things: not but that he knew what words he did deliver, and
with what view; but he spake as a mistaken man, being ignorant of the design
of this appearance; which was, not that this glory should continue, only that he
should be an emblem and pledge of what was future; and besides, he was
wrong in putting these two men upon an equal foot with Christ, each of them
being to have a separate tabernacle as he; and he appeared to be quite out of
the way, in proposing earthly tabernacles for glorified persons to dwell in, who
had an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens: moreover, as to
the mystical sense, Moses and Elias, the law and the prophets, were not to be
considered as in distinct apartments, and separate from Christ, but as agreeing
with him, and fulfilled and swallowed up in him; who only, according to the
voice that followed, was to be heard and attended to, and not they, as distinct
from him.” - John Gill commentary
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...Building expenses can get kind of thick.]
They were building little temples all over the

country.
Jeremiah 7:4 Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The
temple of the LORD, The temple of the LORD, The temple
of the LORD, [are] these."
'For Israel hath forgotten his Maker' - God was his
Maker, not only as the Creator of all things, but as
the Author of his existence as a people, as He saith,
“hath he not made thee, and established thee?”
Deuteronomy 32:6 Do ye thus requite the LORD, O
foolish people and unwise? [is] not he thy father [that]
hath bought thee? hath he not made thee, and
established thee?
'And buildeth temples' - as for the two calves, at
Bethel and at Dan. Since God had commanded to build one
temple only, that at Jerusalem, to “build temples” was
in itself sin. The sin charged on Ephraim is idolatry;
that of Judah is self-confidence ; from where Isaiah
blames them, that they were busy in repairing the
breaches of the city, and cutting off the supplies of
water from the enemy; “but ye have not looked unto the
Maker thereof, neither had respect unto Him, that
fashioned it long ago
Isaiah 22:11 Ye made also a ditch between the two
walls for the water of the old pool: but ye have not
looked unto the maker thereof, neither had respect unto
him that fashioned it long ago.
Jeremiah also says
Jeremiah 5:17 And they shall eat up thine harvest, and
thy bread, [which] thy sons and thy daughters should
eat: they shall eat up thy flocks and thine herds: they
shall eat up thy vines and thy fig trees: they shall
impoverish thy fenced cities, wherein thou trustedst,
with the sword.
But I will send a fire upon his cities - In the letter,
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the words relate to Judah; but in substance, the whole
relates to both. Both had forgotten God; both had
offended Him. In the doom of others, each sinner may
read his own. Of the cities of Judah, Isaiah says,
“your country is desolate, your cities are burned with
fire
Isaiah 1:7 Your country [is] desolate, your cities
[are] burned with fire: your land, strangers devour it
in your presence, and [it is] desolate, as overthrown
by strangers.
2Kings 18:13 Now in the fourteenth year of king
Hezekiah did Sennacherib king of Assyria come up
against all the fenced cities of Judah, and took them.
"and in the fourteenth year of Hezekiah,” (some twelve
years probably after the death of Hosea) “Sennacherib
came up against all the cities of Judah and took them”
2Kings 8:13 And Hazael said, But what, [is] thy
servant a dog, that he should do this great thing? And
Elisha answered, The LORD hath shewed me that thou
[shalt be] king over Syria.
and of Jerusalem it is related, that Nebuchadnezzar
“burnt the house of the Lord, and the king’s house, and
all the houses of Jerusalem, and every great man’s
house he burnt with fire”
2Kings 25:8 And in the fifth month, on the seventh [day]
of the month, which [is] the nineteenth year of king
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, came Nebuzaradan,
captain of the guard, a servant of the king of Babylon,
unto Jerusalem:
2Kings 25:9 And he burnt the house of the LORD, and
the king's house, and all the houses of Jerusalem, and
every great [man's] house burnt he with fire.
Man set them on fire; God brought it to pass; and,
in order to teach us that He doeth all things, giving
all good, overruling all evil, saith that He was the
doer of it.
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God takes no pleasure at all that the wicked shall
Die Ezekiel 18:23 Have I any pleasure at all that the
wicked should die? saith the Lord GOD: [and] not that
he should return from his ways, and live?

◄ 4194. maveth ►
Strong's Concordance
maveth: death
Original Word: ָ ֶומת
Part of Speech: Noun Masculine
Transliteration: maveth
Phonetic Spelling: (maw'-veth)
Definition: death
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
from muth
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Definition
death
NASB Translation
dead (4), deadly (3), Death (2), death (129), die (7),
died (9), dies (6), plague (1).
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
be deadly, death, died
From muwth; death (natural or violent); concretely, the
dead, their place or state (hades); figuratively,
pestilence, ruin -- (be) dead(-ly), death, die(-d). see
HEBREW muwth

Joshua, who declared the burning of the sinner,
slew them first – then burnt their bodies.
Joshua 7:15 And it shall be, [that] he that is taken
with the accursed thing shall be burnt with fire, he
and all that he hath: because he hath transgressed the
covenant of the LORD, and because he hath wrought folly
in Israel.
Joshua 7:25 And Joshua said, Why hast thou troubled us?
the LORD shall trouble thee this day. And all Israel
stoned him with stones, and burned them with fire,
after they had stoned them with stones.
It is clear here that Joshua takes Achan, who had
sinned and had been warned of burning. First he has
them stoned–then, after they are dead, he burns their
carcasses. This is exactly what is said Isaiah 66:24.
Isaiah tells us that the lost are slain and their dead
bodies are burned as well. Jesus, when speaking of
Gahanna (hell) quotes this verse in Isaiah. Peter says
the lost will become ashes (2 Peter 2:6). Malachi says
the same (Malachi 4:3).
2Peter 2:6 And turning the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrha into ashes condemned [them] with an overthrow,
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making [them] an ensample unto those that after should
live ungodly;
Malachi 4:3 And ye shall tread down the wicked; for
they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the
day that I shall do [this], saith the LORD of hosts.
Isaiah, Peter and Malachi tell us the fate of
unbelievers is for them to become ashes, cremated.
Ashes that will be looked upon with contempt or disgust
(Isaiah 66:24, Daniel 12:2). These are bodies and souls
of men that are now destroyed (Matthew 10:28) in the
lake of fire.
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Even the desire of the wicked shall perish Psalms 112:10 The wicked shall see [it], and be
grieved; he shall gnash with his teeth, and melt away:
the desire of the wicked shall perish.

Strong's Concordance
abad: to perish
Original Word: אָבד
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: abad
Phonetic Spelling: (aw-bad')
Definition: to perish
Brown-Driver-Briggs
 אָבדverb perish (MI אבד, Assyrian abâtu DlW
). —
2146

184

Aramaic אבד,

1 perish, die, of individuals
2 cause to perish, destroy, kill, object person
3 destroy, put to death, in judgment
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
break, destroy uction, not escape, fail, lose, cause to,
make perish, spend,
The word "perish" does not mean eternal torment.
The wicked have no immortality at all. Immortality
is reserved for those who hear and believe the gospel.
2Timothy 1:10 But is now made manifest by the
appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath
abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality
to light through the gospel:
Dr. Ruckman: " The gnashing of teeth (vs. [112:]10) will
take place at the Second Advent, according to Jesus
Christ (Matt. 8:12, 13:42, 50; 22:13, and 24:51). It is
at this time that the “wicked” physically “melt” (vs.
10). See Psalm 58:7 and compare it with Malachi 4:1 and
Ezekiel 22:20. He does NOT “melt” at Liberty
University; ... The only place where the wicked melts
physically is in a King James 1611 AV."
The saint will be exalted and honored by becoming
exactly like God's Son (Romans 8:29-30, 1 John 3:1-3).
The wicked shall see it, and be grieved; he shall gnash
with his teeth, and melt away: the desire of the
wicked shall perish. The wicked look on in impotent
rage and are consumed with displeasure. While "the
desire of the righteous shall be granted" (Proverbs
10:24), the desire of the wicked comes to nothing. The
end of this Psalm, like the beginning, is an echo of
Psalm 1.
The wicked shall see it, and be grieved - They shall
see his prosperity; shall see the evidence that God
approves his character and his conduct. The word
rendered “grieved” means rather to be angry or enraged.
Perhaps the word “fret” would best express the sense.
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'He shall gnash with his teeth' - As indicative of
hatred and wrath.
Psalms 37:12 The wicked plotteth against the just, and
gnasheth upon him with his teeth.
'And melt away' - Disappear - as snow does that melts;
or as a snail melteth.
Psalms 58:7 Let them melt away as waters [which] run
continually: [when] he bendeth [his bow to shoot] his
arrows, let them be as cut in pieces.
Psalms 58:8 As a snail [which] melteth, let [every one
of them] pass away: [like] the untimely birth of a
woman, [that] they may not see the sun.
Psalms 68:2 As smoke is driven away, [so] drive [them]
away: as wax melteth before the fire, [so] let the
wicked perish at the presence of God.
Their wrath shall be of no avail, for they
themselves shall soon disappear.
The desire of the wicked shall perish - He shall not be
able to accomplish his desire, or to carry out his
purposes. He shall be disappointed, and all his
cherished plans will come to nought. This is in strong
contrast with what is said in the psalm would occur to
the righteous. They would be prospered and happy; they
would be able to carry out their plans; they would be
respected while living, and remembered when dead; they
would find God interposing in their behalf in the
darkest hours; they would be firm and calm in the day
of danger and of trouble; they would put their trust in
the Lord, and all would be well. Surely there is an
advantage in our world in being a friend of God.

The wicked will be extinguished Proverbs 24:20 For there shall be no reward to the
evil [man]; the candle of the wicked shall be put out.
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◄ 1846. daak ►
Strong's Concordance
daak: to go out, be extinguished
Original Word: @דּע
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: daak
Phonetic Spelling: (daw-ak')
Definition: to go out, be extinguished
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
to go out, be extinguished
NASB Translation
extinguished (1), go (1), goes (3), put (2), vanish (1).
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
be extinct, consumed, put out, quenched
A primitive root; to be extinguished; figuratively, to
expire or be dried up -- be extinct, consumed, put out,
quenched.
Dr. Estep: "
'no reward' - They won't get away with it."
Galatians 6:7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.
So be careful of those desires.
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Colossians 3:2 Set your affection on things above, not
on things on the earth.
When those desires become sensual, wicked and
earthly you're headed for wicked, evil people and a
sorry end."
Dr. Ruckman: " A man who obeys the verse can take
business reverses cheerfully and can stay happy and
victorious in the Lord in adverse circumstances which
would defeat a “situation ethics” addict. There are
very few national or individual problems that cannot be
solved with Proverbs 24:19–20, if a man can obtain the
grace and strength to follow the advice."
'No reward to the evil man' - There are wages (Romans
6:23), recompenses (Romans 2:6), retribution (Romans
12:19), and a harvest (Joel 3:13), but no “rewards” in
the exact sense of the word. The “rewards” (Rev. 22:12)
will be at the White Throne Judgment."
There will be no future for those who choose to
follow evil. As a flame is snuffed out in a lamp, so
will the very life of an evil person ultimately be put
out. 'No future' means just that — no future — no
future whatsoever, The wicked will be extinguished,
body and soul will be destroyed. This would result in a
miserable separate from God through non-fellowship.
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Psalms 146:4 His breath goeth forth, he returneth to
his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.

Strong's Concordance
abad: to perish
Original Word: אָבד
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: abad
Phonetic Spelling: (aw-bad')
Definition: to perish
Brown-Driver-Briggs
 אָבדverb perish (MI אבד, Assyrian abâtu DlW
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Aramaic אבד,

). —
1 cause to perish, destroy, kill, object person (mostly
late)
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
break, destroy uction, not escape, fail, lose, cause to,
make perish, spend,
Practically, this Psalm is "the praise of God as
the one we should turn to when in need. Prophetically,
the whole Psalm is in the context of the Tribulation.
Israel is warned against putting its trust in men. In
that this Psalm is also a celebration of God's power.
The warning seems out of place here, but the times when
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this was written were also a consideration. Psalm 146
is suitable to be a companion to the Scripture
concerning Elijah from 1 Kings 17. It not only mentions
the plight of the orphan and widow at the end, but also
it is concerned with a hope centered in God.
Spiritually, 1 Kings 17 is a picture of the Providence
of God. He is aware of Elijah's physical needs and He
will provide for them through both ordinary (brook
water) and extraordinary means (special delivery bread).
Elijah's response was a response of faith. He trusted
God's promise (and not in princes (3)) by obeying His
command. (1 Kings 17:5). In 17:6 the result
is that God supplied his physical needs, just as He had
promised. Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son
of man, in whom there is no help trust (in) someone (3)
means to trust in only someone will do as they have
promised. In the Psalmist's time, princes (3) meant
kings and rulers. Many leaders do what they have
promised. But some do not. Thus, the Psalmist writes
Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help,
whose hope is in the LORD his God:
'That day' - As soon as he is dead.
'Thoughts' - All his designs and endeavors either for
himself or for others.
'He returneth to his earth' -. The earth - the dust is “his”.
Psalms 90:3 Thou turnest man to destruction; and
sayest, Return, ye children of men.
'His breath goeth forth' - His existence depends merely,
under God, on the air he breathes. When he ceases to
respire he ceases to live; his body from that moment
begins to claim its affinity to the earth; and all his
thoughts, purposes, and projects, whether good or evil,
come to nought and perish. He, then, who has no other
dependence, must necessarily be miserable.
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Psalms 104:29 Thou hidest thy face, they are troubled:
thou takest away their breath, they die, and return to
their dust.

The human being's existence depends merely, under
God, on the air he breathes. When he ceases to respire
he ceases to live; his body from that moment begins to
claim its affinity to the earth; and all his thoughts,
purposes, and projects, whether good or evil, come to
nought and perish. As we have shown, an unbeliever has
nothing immortal that can be tormented after death.
Even a believer has no immortal soul until Christ
returns.
Ecclesiastes 9:5 For the living know that they shall
die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they
any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.
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Ecclesiastes 9:6 Also their love, and their hatred,
and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any
more a portion for ever in any [thing] that is done
under the sun.

In a little while the wicked will be no more;
though you look for them, they will not be found. Psalms 37:10 For yet a little while, and the wicked
[shall] not [be]: yea, thou shalt diligently consider
his place, and it [shall] not [be].

The wicked shall be bought 'to nought', 'nothing'.
Strong's Concordance #369
ayin: nothing, nought
Original Word: אַיִ ן
Part of Speech: substantive; particle of negation
2154

Transliteration: ayin
Phonetic Spelling: (ah'-yin)
Definition: nothing, nought
Brown-Driver-Briggs
II.  ַאיִ ןnought.
 איעזֶרsee אביעזֶר.
 איתמרsee I. אָ ָוה.
II.  ֫ ַ יִאן,  ָ ֑ ִיאןconstruct אין
substantive properly nothing, nought (Moabite אן,
Assyrian iânu).

The above does not define annihilation.
Psalms 37:20 But the wicked shall perish, and the
enemies of the LORD [shall be] as the fat of lambs:
they shall consume; into smoke shall they consume away
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Strong's Concordance #6
abad: to perish
Original Word: אָבד
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: abad
Phonetic Spelling: (aw-bad')
Definition: to perish
The word “perish” here would be applicable to any
form of destruction - for it is equivalent to the idea
that they shall be “destroyed.”
Psalms 1:4 The ungodly [are] not so: but [are] like
the chaff which the wind driveth away.
Dr. Ruckman: "Verse 20 shows plainly that the brazen
altar was a type of two things: Hell (God’s judgment on
sinners in Eternity) and the Advent (God’s judgment on
sinners at the end of the time of Jacob’s “troubles”)."
This part of the Psalm is really all about the end
of godless people. In (20) the Psalmist is probably
thinking of a beautiful field. One day the grass will
disappear like smoke from a fire. The godless will be
like this. (20) also shows that the Brazen altar was a
type of (Gehenna),.mistranslated as 'hell' and a type
of God's judgment on sinners at the end of the time of
Jacob's troubles.

God will devour and destroy his enemies 2156

Psalms 21:8 Thine hand shall find out all thine
enemies: thy right hand shall find out those that hate
thee.
Psalms 21:9 Thou shalt make them as a fiery oven in
the time of thine anger: the LORD shall swallow them up
in his wrath, and the fire shall devour them.

◄ 398. akal ►
Strong's Concordance
akal: to eat
Original Word: אָכל
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: akal
Phonetic Spelling: (aw-kal')
Definition: to eat
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Brown-Driver-Briggs
אָכל806 verb eat (Arabic

, Assyrian akâlu DlW, Aramaic

אבל,
) —
5 in Genl. devour, consume, destroy
Dr. Ruckman: "Verse 9 matches Malachi 4:1–4 and 2
Thessalonians 2:8. John the Baptist makes reference to
it in Matthew 3:10, 12."
'Thou shalt make them as a fiery oven in the time of
thine anger' - Thou shalt consume or destroy them, “as
if” they “were” burned in a heated oven. Or, they shall
burn, as if they were a flaming oven; that is, they
would be wholly consumed. The word rendered “oven”  תנורtannûr - means either an “oven” or a “furnace.” By
thy wrath they shall be burnt up, and they shall be the
means of consuming others. One class of sinners shall,
in God’s judgments, be the means of destroying another
class; and at last themselves shall be destroyed.

The wicked shall be cut off (destroyed) Psalms 37:38 But the transgressors shall be destroyed
together: the end of the wicked shall be cut off.
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◄ 8045. shamad ►
Strong's Concordance
shamad: to be exterminated or destroyed
Original Word: שׁמד
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: shamad
Phonetic Spelling: (shaw-mad')
Definition: to be exterminated or destroyed
Brown-Driver-Briggs
1; —
karâtu, II. hew off Dlַ
2 cut off, destroy the life of:
'But the transgressors' - Sinners; violators of the law
of God.
'The end of the wicked' - The future of the wicked
would be a “cutting off,” or destruction.
Psalms 37:34 Wait on the LORD, and keep his way, and
he shall exalt thee to inherit the land: when the
wicked are cut off, thou shalt see [it].
'shall be destroyed together' - The word “together”
here -  ודּיחyachedâh - means properly “a union of them;”
then, together.
'The end of the wicked shall be cut off' - Their end
is not death, but destruction; they are killed with
death, Revelation 2:23, life and hope end together. His
prosperity shall end in destruction. Or, the posterity
(as this word signifies, Psalms 109:13 Jeremiah 31:17
Ezekiel 23:25 Daniel 11:4) of the wicked.
Dr. Ruckman: "The wicked” in verses 38 and 40 is a
reference to the antichrist and his followers. The
“wicked” can be like Cain, who watched Abel to slay
him."
In this Psalm we are told to: Fret not thyself
because of evildoers. It is as foolish and wicked to be
envious at the prosperity of others. For they shall
soon be cut down like the grass - grass and green herb
are a common image for what is temporary and perishable.
Thus, we must Trust in the Lord. Disappointment and
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destruction are the destiny of the wicked.
Psalms 92:7 When the wicked spring as the grass, and
when all the workers of iniquity do flourish; it is
that they shall be destroyed for ever:
Psalms 92:8 But thou, LORD, [art most] high for
evermore.
Psalms 92:9 For, lo, thine enemies, O LORD, for, lo,
thine enemies shall perish; all the workers of iniquity
shall be scattered.

◄ 8045. shamad ►
Strong's Concordance
shamad: to be exterminated or destroyed
Original Word: שׁמד
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: shamad
Phonetic Spelling: (shaw-mad')
Definition: to be exterminated or destroyed
God sometimes grants prosperity to wicked men in
displeasure; yet they flourish but for a moment. The
Psalm is altogether one of praise and thanksgiving. It
is optimistic, looking forward to the complete
destruction of all God’s enemies and the complete
triumph and happiness of his faithful ones. It is that
they shall be destroyed forever; literally, it is for
their destruction forever.
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Psalms 37:2 For they shall soon be cut down like the
grass, and wither as the green herb.
Dr. Ruckman: " There are some things revealed in
Scripture which no man can know, if he is “brutish”
(see Ps. 94:8, 49:10). One of these things is given in
verse 7; it is that “when the wicked spring as the
grass” (Jer. 5:28) “it is that they shall be destroyed
for ever.” They will be “scattered” and “perish” (vs.
9).
Brutish men are men who are mere sensuous animals,
stupid, unreceptive and incapable of discerning
spiritual things. when all the workers of iniquity do
flourish; [it is] that they shall be destroyed for ever
- This suggests the rapid growth and equally rapid ruin
of the wicked. They deify themselves, claiming power in
Earth and heaven (Psalm 73:8-9), only to vanish and
leave God's sovereignty. Grass and green herb are a
common image for what is temporary and perishable.
The wicked shall be no more “The “sinners” and the “wicked” of verse 35 [below]
are NOT “consumed out of the earth” until the Lord
lands on the earth. The “Washouts for Christ,” at
Lynchburg, can only find a “poetic reference” in the
first clause; which is literal and not poetic.”
Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Psalms Commentary Volume 2
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Psalms 104:35 Let the sinners be consumed out of the
earth, and let the wicked be no more. Bless thou the
LORD, O my soul. Praise ye the LORD.

◄ 8552. tamam ►
Strong's Concordance
tamam: to be complete or finished
Original Word: תּמם
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: tamam
Phonetic Spelling: (taw-mam')
Definition: to be complete or finished
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Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
be chewed, be con-federate, covenant, cut down, off,
destroy, fail, feller,
A primitive root; to cut (off, down or asunder); by
implication, to destroy or consume;
Brown-Driver-Briggs
5 be finished, consumed, destroyed: people
God shall consume the wicked and ungodly, till no
more of them be found.
The Talmud and the Midrash call attention to the fact
that it is connected with the overthrow of the wicked.
Those that oppose the God of power, and fight
against Him, will certainly be consumed. Those that
rebel against the light of such convincing evidence of
God's being, and refuse to serve him whom all the
creatures serve, will justly be consumed. Those that
make that earth to groan under the burden of their
impieties which God thus fills with his riches deserve
to be consumed out of it, and that it should spew them
out. Those that heartily desire to praise God
themselves cannot but have a holy indignation at those
that blaspheme and dishonour him, and a holy
satisfaction in the prospect of their destruction and
the honour that God will get to himself upon them.
Psalms 9:17 The wicked shall be turned into hell, [and]
all the nations that forget God.
Complete Jewish Bible:
Psalms 9:17 The wicked will return to Sh'ol, all the
nations that forget God.
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◄ 7585. sheol ►
Strong's Concordance
sheol: underworld (place to which people descend at
death)
Original Word: שׁאוֹל
ְ
Part of Speech: Noun Feminine
Transliteration: sheol
Phonetic Spelling: (sheh-ole')
Definition: underworld (place to which people descend
at death)
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
grave, hell, pit
Or shol {sheh-ole'}; from sha'al; Hades or the world of
the dead (as if a subterranean retreat), including its
accessories and inmates -- grave, hell, pit.
see HEBREW sha'al
The wicked's forgetfulness of God is the highest
form of injustice to him; it is treason against the
majesty of heaven; it is robbing God of what is his
right; it is a combination of everything that is evil.
They do not regard God, nor his precepts, nor his
threatenings and judgments. The wicked will be 'turned
into' the grave, only to be resurrected to the Great
White Throne Judgment.
Dr. Ruckman : "“The wicked shall be turned into ......... ”
Guess where? “Hell” Not in an NIV. Not in an RV. Not in
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an RSV. Not in an NASV. Not in an NKJV. No, you see it
is a perennial Jehovah’s Witness LIE taught by all
Greek and Hebrew scholars that the AV is “misleading.”
So to mislead you further, no modern scholar attempts
to translate “hades” or “sheol” any time they show up.
“All is well, there is no hell” for those of you who go
to hell reading an ASV, RSV, NASV, NKJV, RV, NRSV, or
anything like them. The “wicked” in these “whatever
they are” go to the same place that Jacob went to in
Genesis, chapter 49."
Dr, Ruckman insists on promoting hell, in spite of
the Greek translators opinions, even though neither
Jesus nor the Apostles, Old testament prophets and even
New Testament prophets ever did so. We proved the word
‘hell’ is not in the King James Bible. A just God would
never torture unbelievers forever in 'hell'. Please
read this document in its entirety to better understand
this.

The wicked will be cut off Psalms 37:9 For evildoers shall be cut off: but those
that wait upon the LORD, they shall inherit the earth.

◄ 3772. karath ► ('shall be cut off)
Strong's Concordance
karath: to cut off, cut down
Original Word: ָכּ ַרת
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Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: karath
Phonetic Spelling: (kaw-rath')
Definition: to cut off, cut down
Brown-Driver-Briggs
רתכּ
291

, II. hew off Dl
); —
2 cut off, destroy the life of:
'For evil-doers shall be cut off' - See Psalm 37:2.
This will be the termination of their course. They
shall not ultimately prosper. God will order all things
in equity, and though such men now seem to be
prosperous, and to be the objects of the Divine favor,
yet all this is temporary. The day of retribution will
certainly come, and they will be dealt with as they
deserve. The reference here probably is to judgment in
this life, or to the fact that God will, as a general
law, show his disapprobation of the course of the
wicked by judgments inflicted on them in this world.
Though they flourish for a while, they shall be cut
down like the grass or flower of the field, or they
shall be cut off as branches from a flourishing tree;
they shall be cut off from the earth, and rooted out of
it by death or some desolating judgment. The prosperity
of the wicked is short; and the pious, by humble trust,
will secure all covenant blessing, denoted here by
“inherit the earth".
Dr. Ruckman: "The wicked prosper (vs. 7) according to
Job 21:7–20. The temptation is to take judgment into
one’s own hands to stop the wicked or the “evil doer”
(vss. 7, 9)."
It is as foolish and wicked to be envious at
the prosperity of others. For they shall soon be cut
down like the grass - grass and green herb are a common
image for what is temporary and perishable. Thus, we
must Trust in the Lord.
Bloody and deceitful men shall not live out half
their days 2166

Psalms 55:22 Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he
shall sustain thee: he shall never suffer the righteous
to be moved.
Psalms 55:23 But thou, O God, shalt bring them down
into the pit of destruction: bloody and deceitful men
shall not live out half their days; but I will trust in
thee.

Strong's Concordance #7845
shachath: a pit
Original Word: שׁחת
Part of Speech: Noun Feminine
Transliteration: shachath
Phonetic Spelling: (shakh'-ath)
Definition: a pit
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
corruption, destruction, ditch, grave, pit
From shuwach; a pit (especially as a trap);
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figuratively, destruction -- corruption, destruction,
ditch, grave, pit.
see HEBREW shuwach
'into the pit of destruction, or "corruption"; the
grave, where bodies being put corrupt and putrefy.
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
from ramah
Definition
deceit, treachery
NASB Translation
deceit (21), deceitful (6), deceitfully (2), deception
(2), deceptive (1), dishonest (1), false (3),
treacherous (1), treachery (2).
Psalms 37:2 For they shall soon be cut down like the
grass, and wither as the green herb.
Dr. Ruckman: "“Bloody and deceitful men” (vs. 23)
often live well beyond “half of their days,” so Kroll
has to do something quickly. He tells us that David is
not stating a universal law, but since he (David) had
often outlived his enemies....What? Nothing. The comments
end there."
God has given you a burden and He shall sustain you,
not necessarily removing the burden, but by giving you
strength to bear it, so you don't fall under its weight.
However, bloodthirsty and deceitful men
whom God abhors, shall not live out half their days,
but I will trust in thee. While God destroys the wicked,
the converse is the reward and exaltation of the
righteous.
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Review:
Psalms 37:20 But the wicked shall perish, and the
enemies of the LORD [shall be] as the fat of lambs:
they shall consume; into smoke shall they consume away.

◄ 3615. kalah ►
Strong's Concordance
kalah: to be complete, at an end, finished,
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accomplished, or spent
Original Word: כּלה
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: kalah
Phonetic Spelling: (kaw-law')
Definition: to be complete, at an end, finished,
accomplished, or spent
Brown-Driver-Briggs
a. complete, bring to an end, finish a thing, task,
work, etc., with accusative of thing
b. waste away, be exhausted, fail, literally of fading
grass
c. come to an end, vanish = perish, be destroyed, by
׳judgment

Psalms 37:38 But the transgressors shall be destroyed
together: the end of the wicked shall be cut off.

◄ 8045. shamad ►
Strong's Concordance
shamad: to be exterminated or destroyed
Original Word: שׁמד
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: shamad
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Phonetic Spelling: (shaw-mad')
Definition: to be exterminated or destroyed
Job 31:3 [Is] not destruction to the wicked? and a
strange [punishment] to the workers of iniquity?

◄ 343. ed ►
Strong's Concordance
ed: distress, calamity
Original Word: ֵאיד
Part of Speech: Noun Masculine
Transliteration: ed
Phonetic Spelling: (ade)
Definition: distress, calamity
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
from the same as odoth
Definition
distress, calamity
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NASB Translation
calamity (17), destruction (1), disaster (6).
Brown-Driver-Briggs
3 often of wicked Job 18:12; Job 21:17; Job 31:3
Dr. Ruckman: "The quickest way to produce the effect
described above is to magnify sex beyond all normal
proportions, parade the marriage bed publicly to
everyone, convert the word “love” to the sex act, and
then force higher cultures to integrate with lower
cultures where the emphasis is on what a person FEELS
instead of what they THINK."
Dr. Estep: "In the 1st 12 verses he's talking about a
sin that every man faces no matter who you are. Even if
you're blind you face the same problems - lust and
desire for other women. Here's the problem:
Job 31:1 I made a covenant with mine eyes; why then
should I think upon a maid?
If you're going to get into trouble it's going to
come right from the eyes first chance you get."
Neither of these teachers mentions that these
actions can result in destruction - the destroying of
both body and soul in the lake of fire.
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Proverbs 10:27 The fear of the LORD prolongeth days:
but the years of the wicked shall be shortened.

◄ 7563. rasha ►
Strong's Concordance
rasha: wicked, criminal
Original Word: רשׁע
Part of Speech: Adjective
Transliteration: rasha
Phonetic Spelling: (raw-shaw')
Definition: wicked, criminal
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
from an unused word
Definition
wicked, criminal
NASB Translation
evil (1), evil man (1), evil men (1), guilty (3), man
(1), offender (1), ungodly (1), wicked (228), wicked
man (21), wicked men (2), wicked one (1), wicked ones
(3).
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Brown-Driver-Briggs
3 guilty of sin, against either God or man, wicked:
האנשׁים
Dr. Estep: "'prolongeth' - an OT promise Doing right
will prolong your days
'shortened' - a general truth - the devil sets up the
exception as an example"
Dr. Ruckman: " In the Millennium (and right at the end
of the Tribulation) it is true that: 1. “The years of
the wicked shall be shortened” (vs. [Proverbs 10:]27)."

Those who serve other gods (unbelievers) shall
'surely perish' Deuteronomy 8:19 And it shall be, if thou do at all
forget the LORD thy God, and walk after other gods, and
serve them, and worship them, I testify against you
this day that ye shall surely perish.

2174

◄ 6. abad ►
Strong's Concordance
abad: to perish
Original Word: אָבד
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: abad
Phonetic Spelling: (aw-bad')
Definition: to perish
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NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
to perish
NASB Translation
annihilate (2), annihilated (1), been lost (1), broken
(1) , corrupts (1), destroy (33), destroyed (15),
destroying (2), destroys (2), destruction (2), dying
(2) , fail (1), fails (1), give up as lost (1), lacking
(1), lost (12), make vanish (1), makes to perish (1),
no (2), obliterate (1), perish (61), perished (16),
perishes (7), perishing (2), ruined (4), surely perish
(3), take (1), utterly destroy (1), wandering (1),
wastes (1), wiped (1).
Brown-Driver-Briggs
 אָבדverb perish (MI אבד, Assyrian abâtu DlW
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Aramaic אבד,

). —
1 cause to perish, destroy, kill, object person
'And it shall be, if thou do at all forget the Lord thy
God' - Either the mercies they received from him, not
acknowledging they came from him, but ascribing them to
themselves; or their duty to him, to whom they were so
greatly obliged: and walk after other gods, and serve
them, and worship them; which would be to forget him
indeed, forsaking his worship, and giving homage and
adoration to idols, which is what is intended by these
expressions:
'I testify against you this day that ye shall surely
perish' - by one judgment and calamity or another, as
the sword, famine, pestilence, and captivity; there
being nothing more provoking to God than idolatry,
which so much detracts from his honour and glory: and
which besides, in such a people, so highly favored of
God, it argued the basest ingratitude.
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'I testify against you this day that you shall surely
perish' - Moses loved Israel, but he loved God more.
Without hesitation, he would take the witness stand
against a disobedient, proud Israel - and warn them
before God that they will surely perish because of
their pride and disobedience.

The nations not obedient to the voice of the LORD
God will perish Deuteronomy 8:20 As the nations which the LORD
destroyeth before your face, so shall ye perish;
because ye would not be obedient unto the voice of the
LORD your God.
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◄ 6. abad ►
Strong's Concordance
abad: to perish
Original Word: אָבד
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: abad
Phonetic Spelling: (aw-bad')
Definition: to perish
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
to perish
NASB Translation
annihilate (2), annihilated (1), been lost (1), broken
(1), corrupts (1), destroy (33), destroyed (15),
destroying (2), destroys (2), destruction
Strong's #6: 'abad (pronounced aw-bad')
a primitive root; properly, to wander away, i.e. lose
oneself; by implication to perish (causative,
destroy):--break, destroy(- uction), + not escape, fail,
lose, (cause to, make) perish, spend, X and surely,
take, be undone, X utterly, be void of, have no way to
flee.
Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew Lexicon:
'âbad'
1) perish, vanish, go astray, be destroyed
1a) (Qal)
1a1) perish, die, be exterminated
1a2) perish, vanish (figuratively)
1a3) be lost, strayed
1b) (Piel)
1b1) to destroy, kill, cause to perish, to give up
1b2) to blot out, do away with, cause to vanish,
(figuratively)
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1b3) cause to stray, lose
1c) (Hiphil)
1c1) to destroy, put to death
1c1a) of divine judgment
1c2) object name of kings (figuratively)
Part of Speech: verb
Relation: a primitive root
'destroyeth' - Hebrew ’abad, cause to perish. Because
they would not be obedient unto the voice of the LORD
their God.
'As the nations which the LORD destroys before you, so
shall you perish' - Israel would be tempted to look at
the nations being judged in front of them, and to
think, “We’re better than them, so we are safe. God
would never deal with us that way.” But God would deal
with them that way if they rose up in pride against
Him.
'So you shall perish' - Pride is the greatest danger in
the Christian life.

Those who defiled thy sanctuaries will be bought to
ashes Ezekiel 28:18 Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the
multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy
traffick; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the
midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring
thee to ashes up on the earth in the sight of all them
that behold thee.
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◄ 665. epher ►
Strong's Concordance
epher: ashes
Original Word: אפר
Part of Speech: Noun Masculine
Transliteration: epher
Phonetic Spelling: (ay'-fer)
Definition: ashes
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
from an unused word
Definition
ashes
NASB Translation
ashes (21), dust (1).
Brown-Driver-Briggs
 ֵאפרnoun [masculine] ashes
Dr. Estep: "
'I will bring thee' - Thou shalt be burnt to ashes, and
trampled under feet.
'therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of
thee, it shall devour thee' - sin, and the punishment
of it, for sin committed in the midst of them, should
consume as fire; the false prophet, to gather the
anti-Christian kings to battle, will end in their
ruin."
'I will bring thee' - Thou shalt be burnt to ashes, and
trampled under feet.
Ezekiel 28:16 By the multitude of thy merchandise they
have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou
hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane out
of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O
covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire."
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The wicked perish at the presence of God Psalms 68:2 As smoke is driven away, [so] drive [them]
away: as wax melteth before the fire, [so] let the
wicked perish at the presence of God.

◄ 6. abad ►
Strong's Concordance
abad: to perish
Original Word: אָבד
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: abad
Phonetic Spelling: (aw-bad')
Definition: to perish
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
to perish
NASB Translation
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annihilate (2), annihilated (1), been lost (1), broken
(1) , corrupts (1), destroy (33), destroyed (15),
destroying (2), destroys (2), destruction (2), dying
(2) , fail (1), fails (1), give up as lost (1), lacking
(1), lost (12), make vanish (1), makes to perish (1),
no (2), obliterate (1), perish (61), perished (16),
perishes (7), perishing (2), ruined (4), surely perish
(3), take (1), utterly destroy (1), wandering (1),
wastes (1), wiped (1).
2Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ:
2Thessalonians 2:8 And then shall that Wicked be
revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit
of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of
his coming:
Matthew 3:10 And now also the axe is laid unto the
root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth
not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the
fire.
Matthew 3:11 I indeed baptize you with water unto
repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier
than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall
baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and [with] fire:
Matthew 3:12 Whose fan [is] in his hand, and he will
throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into
the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with
unquenchable fire.
Psalms 68:3 But let the righteous be glad; let them
rejoice before God: yea, let them exceedingly rejoice.
'The righteous' are Tribulation saints according to
the Scripture.
Dr. Ruckman: "There isn’t a Church Age reference or an
Old Testament reference in the first six verses of this
Psalm."
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Wicked counsellors shall be cut off, 'devoured as
stubble fully dry' Nahum 1:9 What do ye imagine against the LORD? he will
make an utter end: affliction shall not rise up the
second time.
Nahum 1:10 For while [they be] folden together [as]
thorns, and while they are drunken [as] drunkards, they
shall be devoured as stubble fully dry.

◄ 398. akal ►
Strong's Concordance
akal: to eat
Original Word: אָכל
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: akal
Phonetic Spelling: (aw-kal')
Definition: to eat
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
to eat
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NASB Translation
ate (76), certainly have eaten (1), certainly not eat
(1), consume (30), consumed (30), consumes (9),
consuming (9), devour (38), devour you will be devoured
(1), devoured (30), devourer (2), devouring (3),
devours (7), dine (1), eat (398), eat freely (1), eaten
(66), eaten at all (2), eaten freely (1), eater (2),
eater's (1), eating (25), eats (29), edible (2), enjoys
(2), entirely consumed (1), feast (1), fed (8), feed
(10), food (4), give him to eat (1), had (2), has
enough (1), lived off (1), meal* (1), moth-eaten* (1),
plenty to eat (1), reduces (1), shared* (1), tasting
(1), took space away (1), use (1).
Dr. Estep: : "There will be an evil counsellor rise up
one of these days and really put it on people that are
doing right, on the whole world. This world doesn't
know what they're in for. Everyone is being lulled into
this peaceful atmosphere where you can do anything you
want wherever you want, a mixed nation, people - one
world order, all borders eliminated. That's what the
world wants. But they don't know that the end of those
things is death."
Obadiah 1:16 For as ye have drunk upon my holy
mountain, so shall all the heathen drink continually,
yea, they shall drink, and they shall swallow down, and
they shall be as though they had not been.
- The destruction of the wicked nations will be so
complete that it will be as though they had never
existed before.
'fully dry' - but in dryness, and so perfectly prepared
to be burned up.
'thorns' - The thorns had, as far as in them lay,
choked the good seed, and hated the Seed-corn, and now
are found, like stubble, void of all seed, fitted only
to be burned with fire.
'While they be folden together' - However united their
counsels may be, they shall be as drunken men perplexed and unsteady in all their resolutions; and
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before God’s judgments they shall be as dry thorns
before a devouring fire.
'drunkards' - Their rushing as it were of their own
accord into it; for drunkards fall down without any one
pushing them.
Nahum 1:11 There is [one] come out of thee, that
imagineth evil against the LORD, a wicked counsellor.
Nahum 1:12 Thus saith the LORD; Though [they be] quiet,
and likewise many, yet thus shall they be cut down,
when he shall pass through. Though I have afflicted
thee, I will afflict thee no more.

The soul (the person) that sins will die Ezekiel 18:4 Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul
of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine: the
soul that sinneth, it shall die.
Dr Estep - " That's individual's responsibility. In any
case of judgment whether it's the judgment of the
unsaved dead or the judgment of the Christian for his
service, regardless, everybody is judged based upon
their own life and their own sins or their own
righteousness. We will all stand responsible for our own
sins, every man will receive his own reward. Therefore
an unsaved man will receive his own damnation. The
passage here deals with a person's choices. When he
does right he lives. When he does wrong he dies.
'soul' - throughout this passage can be used
interchangeably with 'body'. When you're dealing with
the idea of body and soul there's not much of a
distinction. Because the OT saint doesn't know much
about spiritual truth, eternal life, Eternity, etc.
There's very little revelation of that in the OT. Most
of that revelation comes in the NT. So in Ezekiel 18
the word 'soul' it can refer to both the body and the
literal soul.
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'it shall die' - 'As we've shown, the sinner's fate is
to be cast into the lake of fire where he/she will be
destroyed both in body and soul (Matthew 10:28).
Ezekiel 18:5 But if a man be just, and do that which
is lawful and right,
'lawful and right' - There's OT justification and OT
righteousness."

Sinners shall be consumed Isaiah 1:28 And the destruction of the transgressors
and of the sinners [shall be] together, and they that
forsake the LORD shall be consumed.
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◄ 7667. sheber ►
Strong's Concordance
sheber: a breaking, fracture, crushing, breach, crash
Original Word: שׁבר
Part of Speech: Noun Masculine
Transliteration: sheber
Phonetic Spelling: (sheh'-ber)
Definition: a breaking, fracture, crushing, breach,
crash
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
affliction, breach, breaking, broken-footed, bruise,
crashing, destruction
Or sheber {shay'-ber}; from shabar; a fracture,
figuratively, ruin; specifically, a solution (of a
dream) -- affliction, breach, breaking, broken(-footed,
-handed), bruise, crashing, destruction, hurt,
interpretation, vexation.
see HEBREW shabar
◄ 3615. kalah ►
Strong's Concordance
kalah: to be complete, at an end, finished,
accomplished, or spent
Original Word: להכּ
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: kalah
Phonetic Spelling: (kaw-law')
Definition: to be complete, at an end, finished,
accomplished, or spent

NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
to be complete, at an end, finished, accomplished, or
spent
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NASB Translation
accomplish (2), accomplished (1), annihilate (1),
annihilated (2), been consumed (2), been spent (1),
brings to pass (1), brought (1), came to an end (1),
ceased (1), come to an end (5), complete (1), completed
(10), completely gone (1), completion (1), consume (6),
consumed (16), decided (3), demolish (1), destroy (10),
destroyed (4), destroyed them all (1), destroys (1),
destruction (1), determined (1), devoured (1), died (1),
end (4), ended (3), ending (1), exhausted (2),
exterminated (1), fail (10), failed (1), fails (2),
faints (1), feed (1), finish (6), finished (67),
finishes (1), fulfill (2), languish (1), languishes (1),
longed (1), make an end (1), over (1), perish (1),
perishing (1), plotted (1), put an end (2), ravage (1),
settled (1), spend (3), spent (5), terminate (1), use
(1), used (1), vanish (2), vanishes (1), waste away (1),
wastes away (1), yearned (1).
'And the destruction' - Hebrew  שׁברsheber - the
breaking, or crushing, that is, the punishment which
was about to come upon them;
'Of the transgressors' - those that rebel against God.
'Shall be consumed' -  יכלוּyı̂kelû, from  כלהkâlâh, to be
completed, or finished; to be consumed, wasted away; to
vanish, or disappear. It denotes complete and entire
extinction; or the completing of anything. It is
applied to a cloud of smoke that entirely dissolves and
disappears.
Notice in verse 1:28 that rebels, sinners and those
who forsake the LORD will be consumed, come to a
complete end, they will perish. They will not suffer
never-ending conscious torture; they will instead
perish.
Isaiah 1:29 For they shall be ashamed of the oaks
which ye have desired, and ye shall be confounded for
the gardens that ye have chosen.
Isaiah 1:30 For ye shall be as an oak whose leaf
fadeth, and as a garden that hath no water.
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Verse 1:30 follows up this with two easy simple
illustrations, stating that they will be like an oak
with fading leaves or like a garden without water. Why
does an oak tree no longer produce leaves? Because it’s
dead. What happens to a garden that no longer gets any
water? It dies.
Isaiah 1:31 And the strong shall be as tow, and the
maker of it as a spark, and they shall both burn
together, and none shall quench [them].
Lastly, in verse 31 the ungodly are likened to
tinder which will be set ablaze by their own fruitless,
wicked works. No one will be able to quench or put out
the fire — the fire will destroy them completely,
meaning destruction of both body and soul.
“Unquenchable fire” in the Bible refers to the
irrevocability of God’s judgment and wrath. When the
LORD’s judgment is pronounced and the fire is set to
destroy, He will allow nothing to quench it until all
is consumed. The wicked will perish like an unwatered
garden; they will completely burn up like tinder with
no one to stop it. Once again there’s no hint of
eternal roasting torment in the passage whatsoever.

All that watch for iniquity are cut off Isaiah 29:19 The meek also shall increase [their] joy
in the LORD, and the poor among men shall rejoice in
the Holy One of Israel.
Isaiah 29:20 For the terrible one is brought to
nought*, and the scorner is consumed, and all that
watch for iniquity are cut off:
*The Hebrew word is translated “bring you to nought”,
but it is the same word that is almost always
translated “destroy”.
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◄ 3772. karath ►
Strong's Concordance
karath: to cut off, cut down
Original Word: ָכּ ַרת
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: karath
Phonetic Spelling: (kaw-rath')
Definition: to cut off, cut down
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
to cut off, cut down
NASB Translation
beams (3), cease (1), chewed (1), completely cut off
(1), covenanted (1), cut (10), cut her off (1), cut him
off (5), cut it down (1), cut it off (1), cut them down
(1), cut you down (1), cut you off (2), cut down (23),
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cut off (129), cuts (1), cuts off (4), cutter (1),
destroy (1), destroyed (3), fail (1), kill (1), lack
(8), made (52), make (31), makes (2), making (2),
making an in writing (1), perish (1).
◄ 3615. kalah ►
Strong's Concordance
kalah: to be complete, at an end, finished,
accomplished, or spent
Original Word: כּלה
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: kalah
Phonetic Spelling: (kaw-law')
Definition: to be complete, at an end, finished,
accomplished, or spent
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
to be complete, at an end, finished, accomplished, or
spent
NASB Translation
accomplish (2), accomplished (1), annihilate (1),
annihilated (2), been consumed (2), been spent (1),
brings to pass (1), brought (1), came to an end (1),
ceased (1), come to an end (5), complete (1), completed
(10), completely gone (1), completion (1), consume (6),
consumed (16), decided (3), demolish (1), destroy (10),
destroyed (4), destroyed them all (1), destroys (1),
destruction (1), determined (1), devoured ...
Dr. Estep: "People watch for an opponent to do wrong,
get away with something that's wrong."
'For the terrible one is brought to nought' - violent
persecutors of the followers of Christ
'And the scorner' 2192

Isaiah 28:14 Wherefore hear the word of the LORD, ye
scornful men, that rule this people which [is] in
Jerusalem.
Isaiah 28:22 Now therefore be ye not mockers, lest
your bands be made strong: for I have heard from the
Lord GOD of hosts a consumption, even determined upon
the whole earth.
'Is consumed' - Shall be entirely destroyed.
'And all that watch for iniquity ' - All who anxiously
seek for opportunities to commit iniquity.
'watch for' — not only commit iniquity, but watch for
opportunities of committing it
'For the terrible one is brought to nought' - violent
persecutors of the followers of Christ, the Scribes and
Pharisees, and the Jewish Sanhedrim; who were 'violent',
or those that thought to hide their counsels from the
Lord were said to turn things upside down
Isaiah 29:16 Surely your turning of things upside down
shall be esteemed as the potter's clay: for shall the
work say of him that made it, He made me not? or shall
the thing framed say of him that framed it, He had no
understanding?
This passage declares what will become of evil,
ruthless mockers at this time: they will vanish,
disappear and be cut down. Again, there is no mention
of the ungodly perpetually torture in fiery conscious
roasting. All we see in this Scripture is language of
complete destruction.

God’s judgment on the Assyrians and their king,
Sennacherib: a burning fire is prepared for them
(Isaiah 30:33)
Isaiah 30:31 For through the voice of the LORD shall
the Assyrian be beaten down, [which] smote with a rod.
Isaiah 30:32 And [in] every place where the grounded
staff shall pass, which the LORD shall lay upon him,
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[it] shall be with tabrets and harps: and in battles of
shaking will he fight with it.
The LORD will cause His voice to be heard, and show
the descent of His arm, with His anger and the flame of
a devouring fire, with scattering, tempest, and
hailstones. Through the voice of the LORD Assyria will
be beaten down, as He strikes with the rod.
Verses 31 and 32 clearly state that this prophecy
of doom refers to God’s judgment on the Assyrians and
their king, Sennacherib.
Isaiah 30:33 For Tophet [is] ordained of old; yea, for
the king it is prepared; he hath made [it] deep [and]
large: the pile thereof [is] fire and much wood; the
breath of the LORD, like a stream of brimstone, doth
kindle it.
'Topheth' - is another name for Gehenna, the Hinnom
Valley located outside the Southwest walls of Jerusalem,
which Jesus used as an example of the lake of fire
Jesus took this example for the second death directly
from Old Testament Scriptures. Topheth literally means
“a place to be spat on or abhorred.”
Hell - Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament
Words
[ 1,,G1067, geenna ]
represents the Hebrew Ge-Hinnom (the valley of Tophet)
and a corresponding Aramaic word; it is found twelve
times in the NT, eleven of which are in the Synoptists,
in every instance as uttered by the Lord Himself.
The ravine earned its fame because it was the site
of infant sacrifices to the pagan god Molech during the
reigns of Ahaz and Manasseh, the worst of Judah’s kings.
2Kings 16:3 But he walked in the way of the kings of
Israel, yea, and made his son to pass through the fire,
according to the abominations of the heathen, whom the
LORD cast out from before the children of Israel.
2Kings 21:6 And he made his son pass through the fire,
and observed times, and used enchantments, and dealt
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with familiar spirits and wizards: he wrought much
wickedness in the sight of the LORD, to provoke [him]
to anger.
Seven chapters later Isaiah records the historical
account of what happened to the Assyrian army when
God’s judgment fell:
Isaiah 37:36 Then the angel of the LORD went forth,
and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a hundred and
fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early
in the morning, behold, they [were] all dead corpses.
King Hezekiah of Judah used Topheth (Gehenna) as a
gigantic funeral site to dispose of the bodies. King
Sennacherib was not executed when the angel of the LORD
put to death the 185,000 Assyrians. Sennacherib escaped
and returned to Nineveh, the Assyrian capital, where
his own sons slew him.
Isaiah 37:37 So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed,
and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh.
Isaiah 37:38 And it came to pass, as he was
worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that
Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote him with the
sword; and they escaped into the land of Armenia: and
Esarhaddon his son reigned in his stead.
When Sennacherib is resurrected to face the great
white throne judgment he will then be condemned to the
destruction in the lake of fire.
Isaiah 30:33 is primarily a reference to the lake
of fire, study what is said about it:
Isaiah 30:33 For Tophet [is] ordained of old; yea, for
the king it is prepared; he hath made [it] deep [and]
large: the pile thereof [is] fire and much wood; the
breath of the LORD, like a stream of brimstone, doth
kindle it.
- The lake of fire is set ablaze by the very breath
of the LORD, which is likened to “a stream of
brimstone". Sulfur is equivalent to brimstone. “Burning
sulfur” (or 'brimstone' in many Bible translations), is
a description of the lake of fire.
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Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and
the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have
their part in the lake which burneth with fire and
brimstone: which is the second death.
The lake of fire is described in this passage as
“the second death” because it is where God will
“destroy both soul and body” after which there is no
hope of resurrection. When God’s judgment fell on Sodom
and Gomorrah — a biblical type of the second death, the
Scriptures state that “the LORD rained down burning
sulfur” on them:
Genesis 19:24 Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon
Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven;
When God’s judgment fell on Edom the Scriptures
state that Edom’s streams will be turned into pitch,
her dust into burning sulfur: 'the land thereof shall
become burning pitch.'
Isaiah 34:9 And the streams thereof shall be turned
into pitch, and the dust thereof into brimstone, and
the land thereof shall become burning pitch.
The end result of these “burning sulfur” judgments
was complete eradication from existence. Both Sodom &
Gomorrah and Edom became desolate desert lands.
Isaiah 34:10 It shall not be quenched night nor day;
the smoke thereof shall go up for ever: from generation
to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass
through it for ever and ever.
Of course the literal smoke of Edom is not still
ascending today, and the destruction of Edom is not
still an ongoing process. The passage is figurative. It
means that Edom’s destruction will be total, absolute
and eternal in consequence.
Again, regarding the breath of the LORD described
as a stream of burning sulfur that sets Gehenna ablaze,
this is just further evidence that it is God Himself
who’s going to destroy the ungodly in Gehenna (Matthew
10:28).
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Isaiah 30:33 For Tophet [is] ordained of old; yea, for
the king it is prepared; he hath made [it] deep [and]
large: the pile thereof [is] fire and much wood; the
breath of the LORD, like a stream of brimstone, doth
kindle it.
- The lake of fire is set ablaze by the very breath
of the LORD, which is likened to “a stream of
brimstone". Sulfur is equivalent to brimstone. “Burning
sulfur” (or 'brimstone' in many Bible translations), is
a description of the lake of fire.
Isaiah 33:10 Now will I rise, saith the LORD; now will
I be exalted; now will I lift up myself.
Isaiah 33:11 Ye shall conceive chaff, ye shall bring
forth stubble: your breath, [as] fire, shall devour you.

◄ 398. akal ►
Strong's Concordance
akal: to eat
Original Word: אָכל
Part of Speech: Verb
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Transliteration: akal
Phonetic Spelling: (aw-kal')
Definition: to eat
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
to eat
NASB Translation
ate (76), certainly have eaten (1), certainly not eat
(1), consume (30), consumed (30), consumes (9),
consuming (9), devour (38), devour you will be devoured
(1), devoured (30), devourer (2), devouring (3) ...
Dr. Estep: "They take and speak the Word of the Lord at
the wrong time and it will come back on them. They
don't believe anyway."
'Stubble' - Instead of solid corn. Their great hopes
and designs, shall be utterly destroyed.
'Your breath' - Your rage against my people shall bring
ruin upon yourselves.
'Your breath as fire shall devour you' - The word
‘breath’ here ( רוחrûach, spirit) denotes anger, as in
Isaiah 30:28. It refers to the haughty and arrogant
Sennacherib. His enraged mind intent on victory and
plunder. He is so intent on conquest, so proud, excited,
and angry. It will be the means of his own destruction.
Isaiah 1:31 And the strong shall be as tow, and the
maker of it as a spark, and they shall both burn
together, and none shall quench [them].
Isaiah 33:12 And the people shall be [as] the burnings
of lime: [as] thorns cut up shall they be burned in the
fire.
'burnings of lime' - could eat up your body
'fire' - the fire of His jealousy
Isaiah 33:13 Hear, ye [that are] far off, what I have
done; and, ye [that are] near, acknowledge my might.
Isaiah 33:14 The sinners in Zion are afraid;
fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites. Who among us
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shall dwell with the devouring fire? who among us shall
dwell with everlasting burnings?

Note: ‘Everlasting’ is correctly translated here as ‘eon’ (eonian)’.’
◄ 398. akal ►
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
to eat
NASB Translation
ate (76), certainly have eaten (1), certainly not eat
(1), consume (30), consumed (30), consumes (9),
consuming (9), devour (38), devour you will be devoured
(1), devoured (30), devourer (2), devouring (3),
devours (7), dine (1), eat (398), eat freely (1), eaten
(66), eaten at all (2), eaten freely (1), eater (2),
eater's (1), eating (25), eats (29), edible (2), enjoys
(2), entirely consumed (1), feast (1), fed (8), feed
(10) ...
'Who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire? who
among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings' - that
is, the wrath of God in hell, which is the fire that
feeds upon and devours God rejecting sinners; which
shall never be quenched, and is called everlasting fire.
When God deals with the ungodly his mercy will end
and his wrathful judgment will begin. In verse 11 we
2199

see that ungodly people’s attempts to protect themselves will be as useless as giving birth to chaff or
straw. Their own breath which is a reference to their
fruitless works or sins is likened to a fire that will
consume them. a perfectly clear biblical statement that
those who reject God will be consumed by fire, not
perpetually tormented by fire. A fire that destroys
whatever is not pure. God is going to justly but
mercifully put them to death; this is the biblical
wages of sin.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
" Romans 6:23 can be a reference to eternal death in
the case of a lost man."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Romans Commentary (The
Bible Believers Commentary Series)
In Isaiah 41:11-12 there is a powerful statement
which strongly denies the teachings of the immortal
soul and eternal torture Isaiah 41:11 Behold, all they that were incensed
against thee shall be ashamed and confounded: they
shall be as nothing; and they that strive with thee
shall perish.
Isaiah 41:12 Thou shalt seek them, and shalt not find
them, [even] them that contended with thee: they that
war against thee shall be as nothing, and as a thing of
nought.
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◄ 369. ayin ►
Strong's Concordance
ayin: nothing, nought
Original Word: אַין
ִ
Part of Speech: substantive; particle of negation
Transliteration: ayin
Phonetic Spelling: (ah'-yin)
Definition: nothing, nought
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
nothing, nought*
*The Hebrew word is translated “bring you to nought”,
but it is the same word that is almost always
translated “destroy”.
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NASB Translation
almost (1), bereft (1), beyond (5), beyond* (1), cease
(2), countless* (2), else* (1), endless* (1), fails (1),
found (1), gone (6), had (2), had no (11), had no one
(2), has (2), has he no (1), has no (23), has none (1),
has nothing (1), have (5), have i no (1), have no (24),
have none (2), have nothing (2), having a nor (1),
having no (2), helpless* (1), incurable* (1), infinite*
(1), infrequent* (1), innumerable* (1), inscrutable*
(1), lack (4), lacks (1), leaves no (1), neither (2),
neither* (1), neither...nor (2), never (2), no (43), no
account (1), no longer (3), no more (16), no one (101),
no* (1), no...have (1), none (18), none ...
◄ 657. ephes ►
Strong's Concordance
ephes: a ceasing
Original Word: ס
ֶ א
פ
Part of Speech: Noun Masculine
Transliteration: ephes
Phonetic Spelling: (eh'-fes)
Definition: a ceasing

NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
from aphes
Definition
a ceasing
NASB Translation
dearth (1), ends (14), however (2), lack (1),
less...nothing (1), neither (1), nevertheless (3), no
more (1), no one (6), no other (1), non-existent* (1),
nor (1), nothing (2), only (2), there (1), there is no
one (3), there is none (1), without (2), without cause
(1), worthless (1).
*We have disproved the annihilation of people.
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Brown-Driver-Briggs
ֶָ אס
פ
noun masculine properly ceasing,
God Himself is speaking in this passage and plainly
declares what will happen to the enemies of his people:
they “will perish,” “be as nothing” and become “a thing
of nought*.” One of the definitions for 'perish' in
Webster's 1828 dictionary is 'To be destroyed; to come
to nothing*.' Note that God does not say, “Those who
war with you will physically die and then suffer
eternal conscious torture forever and ever.” Rather,
they will perish. There is absolutely no mention of
spending Eternity suffering in fiery torment.
*The Hebrew word is translated “bring you to nought”,
but it is the same word that is almost always
translated “destroy”.
Even Lucifer (Satan) (this is not talking about the
king of Tyre, but possibly is talking about the
antichrist) will be brought “to ashes on the ground” Ezekiel 28:16 By the multitude of thy merchandise they
have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou
hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane out
of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O
covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.
Ezekiel 28:17 Thine heart was lifted up because of thy
beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy
brightness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay
thee before kings, that they may behold thee.
Ezekiel 28:18 Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the
multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy
traffick; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the
midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring
thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them
that behold thee.
“If it’s a direct reference to Satan - the existence of
the great red dragon isn’t known, but it could be that this
fire that devours him -the ultimate or final fire that
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devours him is the lake of fire. He could kindle the lake of
fire with the destruction of the dragon possibly.”
'sanctuaries' - evidently are a place of worship or a place
dedicated to the worship of God. Evidently Satan was over
the sanctuaries of this world (the original creation) or the
beings that were to be dedicated or consecrated to God. He
was over them and ruled them to bring worship, praise and
glory to God, but he defiled them. Well, some of the angels
fell w him. He defiled those beings who were created for
God's worship.
'iniquity of thy traffick' - again commercialism, trade,
desire for riches, power, getting to the top regardless of
who you step on - that’s Satanic.
'I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall
devour thee' - not talking about the normal king of Tyre
None of them ever had that happened to him.”
Jesus Christ does just the reverse. He takes US who
were sinners, who were defiled sanctuaries, and He cleanses
us. Now we can praise and bring honor to God and bring glory
back to God. What Christ does the devil does just the
opposite.”
Dr. Estep
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Strong's Concordance
398 - akal: to eat
Original Word: אָכל
Part of Speech: Verb
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Transliteration: akal
Phonetic Spelling: (aw-kal')
Definition: to eat
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. root
Definition
to eat
NASB Translation
ate (76), certainly have eaten (1), certainly not eat
(1), consume (30), consumed (30), consumes (9),
consuming (9), devour (38), devour you will be devoured
(1), devoured (30), devourer (2), devouring (3),
devours (7), dine (1), eat (398), eat freely (1), eaten
(66), eaten at all (2), eaten freely (1), eater (2),
eater's (1), eating (25), eats (29), edible (2), enjoys
(2), entirely consumed (1), feast (1), fed (8), feed
(10), food (4), give him to eat (1), had (2), has
enough (1), lived off (1), meal* (1), moth-eaten* (1),
plenty to eat (1), reduces (1), shared* (1), tasting
(1), took space away (1), use (1).
Review: Dr. Estep: "
'I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall
devour thee' - not talking about the king of Tyre None
of this has ever happened to him.
'I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight
of all them that behold thee' - The antichrist will be
burnt to a crisp at the Second Advent. If it's a direct
reference to Satan, it could be that the fire that
devours him - the ultimate or final fire that devours
him - the lake of fire."

The wicked will be 'destroyed for ever' -
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Psalms 92:7 When the wicked spring as the grass, and
when all the workers of iniquity do flourish; [it is]
that they shall be destroyed for ever:
Dr. Ruckman: “When the wicked spring as the grass” (Jer.
5:28) “it is that they shall be destroyed for ever.”
They will be “scattered” and “perish” (vs. 9). The
wicked are for fuel (Malachi. 4:1–3)."
Malachi 4:1 For, behold, the day cometh, that shall
burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that
do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh
shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it
shall leave them neither root nor branch.
Malachi 4:2 But unto you that fear my name shall the
Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings;
and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the
stall.
Malachi 4:3 And ye shall tread down the wicked; for
they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the
day that I shall do [this], saith the LORD of hosts.
Isaiah 5:24 Therefore as the fire devoureth the
stubble, and the flame consumeth the chaff, [so] their
root shall be as rottenness, and their blossom shall go
up as dust: because they have cast away the law of the
LORD of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One of
Israel.
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Various writings of the New Testament do not
mention eternal conscious torment of unbelievers
anywhere
The New Testament also says the wicked will be
destroyed. The New Testament declaration that, at the
second death, God will utterly destroy his human
enemies both body and soul body by raging, consuming
fire is in perfect harmony with the many Old Testament
historical cases of how God dealt with his enemies then.
In fact the New Testament continues the same idea
spoken of in the Old Testament, saying that the wicked
are totally consumed and become non-existent.
Jesus compared the wicked with chaff that is burned
(Matthew 3:12). Jesus compared the unsaved to trees
that do not produce fruit and so are cut down and
burned (Matthew 7:19); to weeds that are gathered and
burned (Matthew 13:40); and to vine branches that do
not produce fruit and so are cut off and burned (John
15:6). None of these illustrations give the impression
that the burning lasts forever. Instead, they all
convey the simple truth that was well known in the
biblical culture: chaff, weeds, or wood that is thrown
into a fire burn for a short time and then are
completely consumed. If Jesus knew that people burned
forever in the lake of fire, he would have used
illustrations that made that point, or added some
comments to make their illustration clear. However, it
surely seems that John and Jesus both knew exactly what
their illustrations conveyed — the total destruction of
the wicked — and chose their illustrations on purpose
to make that exact point and fit with the rest of
Scripture. Just as the chaff, weeds, and wood burn for
a time in the fire and then are consumed and gone
forever, the wicked suffer some retribution in the lake
of fire (Romans 2:5) and then die and are burned up
completely.
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A New Testament verse that teaches the ungodly will
be destroyed is the comparison of the destruction of
Sodom and Gomorrah to the destruction of the wicked.
The book of 2 Peter says that God, “turning the cities
of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes' he condemned them to
extinction, making them an example of what is going to
happen to the ungodly” Sodom and Gomorrah were not
tormented forever, but burned to ashes and became
“extinct,” and the Bible says that is exactly what will
happen to wicked people.
The best way to study this subject is by studying
the individual Greek words themselves. For one thing,
usually a Greek word will be translated as several
different English words depending on the context. Also
different Greek words will sometimes be translated by
the same English word. For example, apollumi is
translated “destroy,” “perish,” “lose,” etc. depending
on the context, but there are also other Greek words
(apōleia and olethros) that are sometimes translated
“destruction.” If one follows the Greeks words and
understand their meanings, the truth can be arrived at
no matter how the translators brought the Greek into
English. This issue is covered in following example
verses.
2Peter 2:12 But these, as natural brute beasts, made
to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things
that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in
their own corruption;
““The unjust...that walk after the flesh in the lust of
uncleanness” are compared to “natural brute beasts” in verse
12. Like “brute beasts,” they abide by the “law of the
jungle”—me first, you next (“presumptuous...self-willed,”
vs. 10). Like “brute beasts,” they will take advantage of
any weakness in leadership to have their own way (“despise
government...speak evil of dignities,” vs. 10). A “brute
beast” is preoccupied with self-preservation, selfgratification, and self-propagation.
Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. General Epistles Vol. 1 (James,
1 - 2 Peter Commentary)
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Strong's Concordance #2704
kataphtheiró: to destroy entirely
Original Word: καταφθείρω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: kataphtheiró
Phonetic Spelling: (kat-af-thi'-ro)
Definition: to destroy entirely
Usage: I destroy, corrupt.
Thayer's Greek Lexicon
STRONGS NT 2704: καταφθείρω
to destroy; passive to be destroyed, to perish:
followed by ἐν with the dative indicating the state, 2
Peter 2:12 R G. (From Aeschylus down.)
Dr. Estep: "'brute' - an animal or person char by power
- instinct rather than intelligence
Psalms 49:10 For he seeth [that] wise men die,
likewise the fool and the brutish person perish, and
leave their wealth to others.
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- it can be a person
'perish in their own corruption' Believers have escaped the corruption that is in
the world through lusts by the Divine nature 2Peter 1:4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great
and precious promises: that by these ye might be
partakers of the Divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world through lust.
Those in (12) don't have the Divine nature because
their end is from corruption.
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.
So logically in this verse 'perish' should be
something that's eternal in nature in order to have
equal weight with 'everlasting life'. And the results of perishing, for sinners, are eternal.
1Corinthians 1:18 For the preaching of the cross is to
them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are
saved it is the power of God."
Dr. Ruckman: "[2 Peter] 2:12. Like “brute beasts,” they
abide by the “law of the jungle”-me first, you next
(“presumptuous...self-willed,” vs. 10). Like “brute
beasts,” they will take advantage of any weakness in
leadership to have their own way (“despise government...speak evil of dignities,” vs. 10). A “brute
beast” is preoccupied with self-preservation, selfgratification, and self-propagation. Those are the
marks of an unsaved man (Matt. 6:31–32). If all you
accomplish on this earth is to stay alive and well, to
live as comfortably as you can, to satisfy your hunger
and thirst, and to get married and raise a family, you
are no different than any dog, cat, rabbit, skunk, or
raccoon. Throughout the Bible, unsaved men are compared
to wild, untamed, ferocious animals. Men are born like
wild asses (Job 11:12). The Gentiles are dogs (Matt.
7:6, 15:26; Rev. 22:15). Unsaved politicians are foxes
(Luke 13:32). Unsaved religious leaders are snakes
(Matt. 23:33) and wolves (Acts 20:29). Such people are
“made to be taken and destroyed.”
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2 Peter 2:12 plainly teaches, once again, that
ungodly people will be destroyed in the lake of fire,
not sadistically tortured endlessly.
Psalms 49:20 Man [that is] in honour, and understandeth not, is like the beasts [that] perish
2Peter 2:6 And turning the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrha into ashes condemned [them] with an overthrow,
making [them] an ensample unto those that after should
live ungodly;

Strong's Concordance 5077
tephroó: to burn to ashes
Original Word: τεφρόω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: tephroó
Phonetic Spelling: (tef-ro'-o)
Definition: to burn to ashes
Usage: I reduce to ashes, consume, destroy.
God is telling us right here precisely what the
eternal fate of ungodly people will be: The utter
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah is God’s ensample
(example) of what will ultimately happen to them. God
destroyed these cities as an example by burning them to
ashes by raining brimstone and fire upon them from
heaven, which soon reduced them to ashes.
Genesis 19:24 Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon
Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven;
The Valley of Hinnom, named Gehenna in Greek,
lies just outside the city of Jerusalem. During Jesus’
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time, it was the city’s garbage burner. Its fires were
kept continually burning (an everlasting lake of fire)
to fully consume all things dumped there. Brimstone
used to be added to fuel the incineration. It ensured
total destruction.
This passage is referring to the second death
because it states that ungodly people will experience a
judgment similar to the incineration of Sodom and
Gomorrah and the only time all the ungodly will
experience such a fate is at the second death when God
will Unbelievers “destroy both soul and body” in the
lake of fire.
Unbelievers will be totally destroyed Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

The Greek word translated as “destroy” in Matthew
10:28 is repeatedly used in the Bible to describe the
eternal fate of the unrighteous. So there’s absolutely
no question that God is going to destroy people who
reject his offer of salvation, this is simply the
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result of incurring his wrath. The question is what
does “destroy” mean? It is the absolute destruction of
both body and soul. The fact is that God Himself is the
One who is doing the destroying.
Jude 7 also speaks of this example of Sodom and
Gomorrah:
“Eternal fire” refers to fiery destruction whose
results lasts forever and not to eternal torture Jude 1:7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities
about them in like manner, giving themselves over to
fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set
forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of
eternal fire.
The Bible clearly states here that Sodom and
Gomorrah were destroyed by “eternal fire.” Yet, how
could this be since the fiery destruction of these
cities has long since taken place? This proves that the
phrase “eternal (eonian) (age-long) fire”, which
refers the fiery destruction whose results lasts
forever and not to eternal torture, because the fire
that destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah has long since gone
out, but their destruction remains. The fire that burns
up the Earth, the elements, and the unsaved is eternal
in its results, not in its duration. It is
unquenchable, but once it has done its work of
destruction, it goes out. An unquenchable does not mean
that it does not go out. Once there is nothing left to
burn a fire goes out. An unquenchable fire is one that
cannot be put out until it has consumed what it is
burning. It then goes out by itself when there is
nothing left to burn. Jude says the destruction of the
cities by fire serves as an example of what awaits the
wicked, using the Greek word deigma which refers to a
specimen of something, not a prefigure or type.
Let Scripture tell us what "perishing" in Hebrews
11:31 means:
Joshua 6:21 And they utterly destroyed all that [was]
in the city, both man and woman, young and old, and ox,
and sheep, and ass, with the edge of the sword.
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- Here inspired Scripture absolutely defines what
it means to 'utterly destroy' - a definition of perish.
G622 ἀπόλλυμι - Strong's Greek Lexicon Number - Perish
ἀπόλλυμι
to destroy fully (reflexively, to perish, or lose),
literally or figuratively
Joshua 6:21 And they utterly destroyed all that [was] in
the city, both man and woman, young and old, and ox, and
sheep, and ass, with the edge of the sword.

H2763  חרם- Strong's Hebrew Lexicon Number
châram
khaw-ram'
A primitive root; to seclude; specifically (by a ban)
to devote to religious uses (especially destruction);
physically and reflexively to be blunt as to the nose
KJV Usage: make accursed, consecrate, (utterly)
destroy, devote, forfeit, have a flat nose, utterly
(slay, make away)
Brown-Driver-Briggs' Hebrew Definitions
1. to ban, devote, destroy utterly, completely destroy,
dedicate for destruction, exterminate
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James 4:12 There is one lawgiver, who is able to save
and to destroy: who art thou that judgest another?
Estep: " 'one' - all laws come from God He is the
fountainhead of law. Much of our law comes from the
Bible.
'save and to destroy' - We can't do either so why judge?
Dr. Ruckman: " The One who gave the Law (“there is ONE
lawgiver,” vs. 12) is the One who judges (Deut. 32:39–
43) and who kills (or spares) according to what He said
(Deut. 4:1–2, 5:1–2, 23:8–11)."

Strong's Concordance #622
apollumi: to destroy, destroy utterly
Original Word: ἀπόλλυμι
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: apollumi
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-ol'-loo-mee)
Definition: to destroy, destroy utterly
Usage: (a) I kill, destroy, (b) I lose, mid: I am
perishing (the resultant death being viewed as certain).
Thayer's Greek Lexicon
STRONGS NT 622: ἀπόλλυμι
1. to destroy i. e. to put out of the way entirely,
abolish, put an end to, ruin.
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Matthew 13:40 As therefore the tares are gathered and
burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this
world.

◄ 2618. katakaió ►
Strong's Concordance
katakaió: to burn up
Original Word: κατακαίω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: katakaió
Phonetic Spelling: (kat-ak-ah'-ee-o)
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Definition: to burn up
Usage: I burn up, consume entirely.

Thayer's Greek Lexicon
STRONGS NT 2618: κατακαίω
to burn up (see κατά, III. 4), consume by fire: τί,
Matthew 13:30; Acts 19:19
Ruckman: " Verse [Matthew 13:] 40 teaches plainly that
Hell* is a literal fire, for the fire of the parable
has no counterpart in the interpretation (vs. 37–43).
The fireis fire. All other elements of the parable are
defined.” –
*This verse states there is a literal fire, not ‘hell fire, which we’ve shown elsewhere is ‘Gehenna of fire’.

Strong's #2215
ζιζάνιον
darnel or false grain
Derivation: of uncertain origin;
KJV Usage: tares.
TBESG:
ζιζάνιον
weed
Tares - Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament
Words
[ 1,,G2215, zizanion ]
is a kind of darnel, the commonest of the four species,
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being the bearded, growing in the grain fields, as tall
as wheat and barley, and resembling wheat in appearance.
It was credited among the Jews with being degenerate
wheat. The rabbis called it bastard." The seeds are
poisonous to man and herbivorous animals, producing
sleepiness, nausea, convulsions and even death (they are
harmless to poultry). The plants can be separated out,
but the custom, as in the parable, is to leave the
cleaning out till near the time of harvest.
G2215
ζιζάνιον
zizanion
dziz-an'-ee-on
Of uncertain origin; darnel or false grain: - tares.
G2618 κατακαίω to burn up, burn completely, utterly
Thayer:
1) to burn up, consume by fire
Dr. Estep: "He gathers the wheat and separates it from
the tares during the tribulation, and at the end of the
tribulation. That's when he gather the wheat into his
barn.
Dr. Ruckman: " The disciples call it “the parable of the
tares,” without mentioning the wheat. Verse 40 teaches
plainly that Hell is a literal fire, for the fire of
the parable has no counterpart in the interpretation
(vss. 37–43). The fire is fire. All other elements of
the parable are defined."
Verse 40 clearly does not teach that 'plainly that
Hell is a literal fire.' The fact is 'fire' is defined
simply as 'fire'. There is nothing to suggest a place
called 'Hell' in the verse. Neither is Gehenna, Sheol
or Tartarus present in this verse. (KJV Usage: fiery,
fire.)
Thayer:
1) fire
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The enemy who sowed them is the devil, the harvest
is the end of the age. Therefore as the tares are
gathered and burned in the fire, so it will be at the
end of this age. The believer’s work is to sow the Word
of God in faith, not expecting thereby to convert the
whole world, but in expectation of Him, who at the end
of the age, will come with His angels to separate the
good and the bad.
John 8:24 I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die
in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am [he], ye
shall die in your sins.
That “the wages of sin is death” — (Review)
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

◄ 2288. thanatos ►
‘death’ – Ultimately in the lake of fire (the second death).
Thayer's Greek Lexicon
STRONGS NT 2288: θάνατος
In the widest sense, death comprises all the
miseries arising from sin, as well physical death as
the loss of a life consecrated to God and blessed in
him on Earth (Philo, alleg. legg. i. § 33 ὁ ψυχῆς θάνατος
ἀρετῆς μέν φθορά ἐστι, κακίας δέ ἀνάληψις (de profug. § 21
θάνατος ψυχῆς ὁ μετά κακίας ἐστι βίος, especially §§ 10, 11;
qued det. pot. insid. §§ 14, 15; de poster. Cain. § 21,
and de praem. et poen. as in 2 above)), to be followed
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by wretchedness in the lower world (opposed to ζωή
αἰώνιος): θάνατος seems to be so used in Romans 5:12;
Romans 6:16, 21 (Romans 6:23);
The wages of sin is death. Dead means "not alive".
In order to have eternal life, a person has to be "not
dead". In order to be "not dead", a person has to have
their sins forgiven, because the wages of sin is death.
'Hell' is not eternal conscious torment because the
Apostle Paul told the people in the 1st century that
the wages of sin is death and in the 1st century the
word death did not mean eternal torment, it simply
meant death. In the literature of the day death just
meant death. The Greek word for death is Thanatos and
it was used to mean death plain and simple. Also to
perish and to be destroyed simply meant to perish and
to be destroyed.
When Paul told the Romans that the wages of sin is
death was he trying to confuse them? Paul knew that the
Roman people had always used the word Thanatos to
simply mean death. Knowing that Paul told them that the
wages of sin is Thanatos (death). Why would he do that
if he wanted them to understand that the wages of sin
is eternal conscious torture? As serious as this issue
is, why would Paul not choose a word that they would
understand? He did. He chose death because the Romans
knew what the word death meant.
Sinners will first pay according to the wrath
they've treasured (Romans 2:5-6) prior to their actual
death. This will occur in the lake of fire. But their
suffering will mercifully end when they are ultimately
destroyed both body and soul (Matthew 10:28).

Those that
Acts 3:23
which will
from among

will not hear the prophet will be destroyed
And it shall come to pass, [that] every soul,
not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed
the people.
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◄ 1842. exolethreuó ►
Strong's Concordance
exolethreuó: to destroy utterly
Original Word: ἐξολοθρεύω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: exolethreuó
Phonetic Spelling: (ex-ol-oth-ryoo'-o)
Definition: to destroy utterly
Usage: I destroy utterly, annihilate, exterminate, root
out.
HELPS Word-studies
1842 eksolothreúō (from 1537 /ek, "completely out
from," intensifying 3645 /olothreúō, "destroy, slay") –
properly, totally destroy, referring to a complete loss
of inheritance (reward).
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NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
from ek and olothreuó
Definition
to destroy utterly
NASB Translation
utterly destroyed (1).
•

o
•

o

•

o

"ἐξολοθρεύω exolothreúō; fut. exolothreúsō, from ek
(1537), an intens., and olothreúō (3645), to destroy.
To destroy utterly (Acts 3:23; Sept.: Ex. 30:33;
31:14; Deut. 7:10). The word and its syn. never mean
extinction, but a change of one’s state involving
retribution or punishment.
Zodhiates, Spiros. The Complete Word Study Dictionary:
New Testament. Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2000.
"ἐξολεθρεύω: to destroy and thus eliminate—‘to destroy,
to destroy and remove.’ ἔσται δὲ πᾶσα ψυχὴ ἥτις ἐὰν μὴ
ἀκούσῃ τοῦ προφήτου ἐκείνου ἐξολεθρευθήσεται ἐκ τοῦ λαοῦ
‘anyone who does not obey that prophet shall be
destroyed and so removed from the people’ Ac 3:23. It
is possible in Ac 3:23 that ἐξολεθρεύω refers to a type
of severe ostracism."
Louw, Johannes P., and Eugene Albert Nida. GreekEnglish Lexicon of the New Testament: Based on
Semantic Domains. New York: United Bible Societies,
1996.
"ἐξολεθρεύω [exolothreuo /ex·ol·oth·ryoo·o/] v. From 1537
and 3645; TDNT 5:170; TDNTA 681; GK 2017; AV
translates as “destroy” once. 1 to destroy out of its
place, destroy utterly, to extirpate."
Strong, James. Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon. Woodside
Bible Fellowship, 1995.
< https://carm.org/word-study-destroy-exolethreuo>
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The New Testament Greek Lexicon
Strong's Number: 1842
Original Word

eÍko)leqreu/w
Transliterated Word
Exolothreuo
Parts of Speech
Verb

eÍko)leqreu/w
Word Origin
from (1537) and (3645)
Phonetic Spelling
ex-ol-oth-ryoo'-o
TDNT
5:170,681

Definition
1. to destroy out of its place, destroy utterly, to
extirpate
Translated Words
KJV (1) - destroy, 1;
NAS (1) - utterly destroyed, 1;
<http://classic.studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=1842>
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The Apostle Paul's writings regarding the fate
of Unbelievers does not speak of eternal torment
Not once. Paul writes about this several times in
his letter, but it is succinctly expressed in Romans
6:23. Paul never mentions hell in any of his
letters.
The gospel is foolishness “to those who are
perishing” 1Corinthians 1:18 For the preaching of the cross is to
them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are
saved it is the power of God.

◄ 622. apollumi ►
Strong's Concordance
apollumi: to destroy, destroy utterly
Original Word: ἀπόλλυμι
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: apollumi
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-ol'-loo-mee)
Definition: to destroy, destroy utterly
Usage: (a) I kill, destroy, (b) I lose, mid: I am
perishing (the resultant death being viewed as certain).
To those who are about to perish, those who have a
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character fitting them for destruction; that is, the
unbelieving wicked. The gospel appears to them to be
contemptible and foolish, or unworthy of belief. To the
great mass of the Jews, and to the pagan philosophers,
and indeed, to the majority of the people of this world,
the gospel has always appeared foolishness.

The destiny of the unbeliever - “Whose end [is]
destruction” Philippians 3:18 (For many walk, of whom I have told
you often, and now tell you even weeping, [that they
are] the enemies of the cross of Christ:
Philippians 3:19 Whose end [is] destruction, whose God
[is their] belly, and [whose] glory [is] in their shame,
who mind earthly things.)

684. ◄ apóleia ►
Strong's Concordance
apóleia: destruction, loss
Original Word: ἀπώλεια, ας, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: apóleia
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-o'-li-a)
Definition: destruction, loss
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Usage: destruction, ruin, loss, perishing; eternal ruin.
Dr. Estep: " 'weeping' - It's sad that some people get
their goals fouled up"
'who's end is ..'
Romans 8:13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall
die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds
of the body, ye shall live.
Romans 8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God,
they are the sons of God.
'shame' - the fleshly things
'mind' - their mind desires earthly things
If you have the right goal God will show you the
process to attain it.
A heretic wants to glorify self - practically,
doctrinally wrong. They don't tithe, baptize, a new
legalism is set up by them."
Dr. Estep says nothing about 'Whose end [is]
destruction'. Apparently he believes that they suffer
eternally in a place called 'hell', rather than perish
(be destroyed). These verses should be understood in
the simple King James English in which they were
written. This is not a situation that calls for rightly
dividing the Bible."

Unbelievers will be punished with "everlasting
destruction” 2Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ:4
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;
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◄ 3639. olethros ►
Strong's Concordance
olethros: destruction, death
Original Word: ὄλεθρος, ου, ὁ
Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine
Transliteration: olethros
Phonetic Spelling: (ol'-eth-ros)
Definition: destruction, death
Usage: ruin, doom, destruction, death.
Dr. Estep: "Its everlasting life for the saved soul and
everlasting destruction for the unsaved soul."
“They will be Punished with Everlasting Destruction"
2Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ:
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;
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Expanded Review:

The Greek word olethros (OL-eth-ross) (G3639 above),
which means “destruction” (Vine 165), is used by Paul
to describe the eternal punishment of the second death.
The first part of this passage shows that God will
punish those who reject the gospel and verse 9 reveals
exactly what this punishment will be: everlasting
destruction. This obviously refers to destruction that
lasts forever and not to an endless process of
destroying without ever quite destroying, as supporters
of eternal torment weakly argue. Consider that to
perpetually destroy without ever destroying isn’t
really destruction because the destruction never
actually takes place. This would be everlasting torment
but not everlasting destruction.
To provide a bit more light on the meaning of
olethros, the Greek word translated as “destruction” in
this text, the verb form of this word, olothreuo (oloth-RYOO-oh) (G3645 below), is used in Hebrews 11:28 in
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reference to the death angel—“the destroyer”—who slew
all the firstborn of Egypt (see Exodus 12:29).

So, we’re talking about destruction in the sense of
slaying here, which will be executed by God Himself on
“the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men” (2
Peter 3:7).
Supporters of eternal torture also argue that if,
in fact, “destruction” refers to complete extinction it
would not be necessary to describe it as “everlasting.”
The reason the destruction is described as everlasting
is obvious: “Everlasting destruction” is a reference to
the second death. The second death is different from
the first death in that everyone is resurrected from
the first death to face judgment whereas no one is
resurrected from the second death. It is a death that
lasts forever — an “everlasting destruction” —
destruction that lasts forever.
“If You Live according to the Sinful Nature you will
Die”
Let’s examine yet another biblical word used to
describe the second death, the Greek word apothnesko
(ap-oth-NAYS-koh). Apothnesko simply means “to die off”
(Strong 14) — to cease to live—and is exclusively
translated as “die,” “died,” “dies,” “dead,” “dying”
and “death” in the Bible. Unsurprisingly, apothnesko
most often refers to the death all humans and animals
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must face at the end of their earthly sojourn. For
instance, apothnesko (G999 below) is used in
Matthew 8:32 And he said unto them, Go. And when they
were come out, they went into the herd of swine: and,
behold, the whole herd of swine ran violently down a
steep place into the sea, and perished in the waters
in reference to pigs that “died in the water”

◄ 599. apothnéskó ►
Strong's Concordance
apothnéskó: to die
Original Word: ἀποθνῄσκω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: apothnéskó
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-oth-nace'-ko)
Definition: to die
Usage: I am dying, am about to die, wither, decay.
HELPS Word-studies
599 apothnḗskō (from 575 /apó, "away from," which intensifies 2348 /thnḗskō, "to die") –)."
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599 /apothnḗskō ("die off, from") occurs 111 times in the NT. It stresses the significance of the
separation that always comes with divine closure. 599 (apothnḗskō) stresses the ending of what
is " properly, die off (away from), focusing on the separation that goes with the "dying off (away
from former" – to bring what (naturally) follows.

and also in Revelation 8:9 and 16:3 in reference to
millions of sea creatures that “died.” Apothnesko
obviously refers to the utter cessation of life in
these cases. The word is also used myriad of times in
reference to the (first) death of human beings (e.g.
Acts 9:37).
Here’s a case where Jesus used apothnesko in
reference to both the first death and the second death:
John 6:48 I am that bread of life.
John 6:49 Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness,
and are dead (apothnesko).
John 6:50 This is the bread which cometh down from
heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die
(apothnesko).

John 6:51 I am the living bread which came down from
heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for
ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which
I will give for the life of the world.
In this passage Christ is likening himself to the
“bread of life that comes down from heaven” in
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comparison to the earthly “bread,” manna, that God
miraculously provided the Israelites when they were
wandering in the desert (Exodus 16:15,31).
apothnesko appears twice in thispassage. The first
time, in verse 49, it’s obviouslyused in reference to
the death that all people must
face at the end of their earthly lives, the first death.
Jesus points out that the Israelite forefathers who
partook of manna—the earthly “bread” — died. The second
time apothnesko appears (verse 50) it is used in
reference to the second death as Jesus declares that
those who partake of him—the heavenly bread of life—
will not die, but “will live forever” (verse 51).
We know for certain that Christ is not referring to
the first death in verse 50 because even people who
partake of the bread of heaven—that is, accept Christ
as Lord—will one day die. No, Jesus is referring to
another death—the second death.
This passage summed up as like this: Those who
partake of Jesus Christ, the heavenly bread of life,
will not suffer the second death, but will live forever.
John 6:48 I am that bread of life.
John 6:49 Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and
are dead.
John 6:50 This is the bread which cometh down from heaven,
that a man may eat thereof, and not die.
John 6:51 I am the living bread which came down from
heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for
ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I
will give for the life of the world.
““This”—notice for the third time that deceptive use of “THIS”, as in Matthew 16:18 and
John 2:19—“is the bread...that a man may eat thereof, and not die” (vs. 50). A little later,
the Lord Jesus allows that a man who takes that “bread” can die physically (John 21:19),
but he won’t stay dead (John 11:25). Furthermore, the Pauline epistles make it certain that
he will never die spiritually, because he was spiritually DEAD when he got saved (Eph.
2:1–3) and was spiritually RESURRECTED before his physical death (Eph. 2:6–7,18). …
If you take verses 51, 53–55 literally you must confess that the Bible approves of
CANNIBALISM: the eating and drinking of a man’s literal flesh and blood. … Eating
literal blood is condemned in the Bible before the Law (Gen. 9), during the Law (Lev.
17), and after the Law, under grace (Acts 15:20)
Ruckman, Commentary on John
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Observe a very similar statement by Jesus in which
apothnesko is also used:
John 11:25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection,
and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were
dead(apothnesko), yet shall he live:
John 11:26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me
shall never die(apothnesko). Believest thou this?

Apothnesko appears twice in this passage as well;
and, like the previous passage, the first time it is
used in reference to the first death and the second
time in reference to the second death. For verification,
note that Jesus says in verse 25 that those who believe
in him will live even though they die. All Jesus is
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saying is that, because he is the resurrection and the
life, those who believe in him, even though they will
die (that is, suffer the first death), they’ll be
resurrected unto eternal life. Jesus spoke of this
resurrection when he declared:
John 5:28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming,
in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his
voice,
John 5:29 And shall come forth; they that have done
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have
done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.
We see two classes of people referred to in this
passage: “They that have done good” will rise to live.
This is referring to the resurrection unto eternal life
spoken of in Daniel 12:2. Revelation 20:6 states that
“the second death has no power over” the people who
partake of this resurrection. This explains why Jesus
says in John 11:26 (above) that believers in him “will
never die”—they will not suffer the second death. By
contrast, the other class of people—“they that have
done evil” — will rise to be judged and condemned.
Condemned to what? Condemned to the second death where
Jesus said God will “destroy both soul and body.”
we have observed from the passages examined —
Romans 8:13, John 6:50 and John 11:26 — the Greek word
apothnesko, meaning “to die,” is used to describe the
second death. Obviously because the people thrown into
the lake of fire on Judgment Day will die. Certainly
there will be a period of conscious suffering as with
any execution, however long or brief and no doubt this
suffering will be meted out as divine justice requires
for each individual, but the final, everlasting outcome
for people thrown into the lake of fire is that they
will die. If this were not the case the above passages
wouldn’t use apothnesko to describe the second death.
4m) The Language of Destruction
Up to this point we’ve plainly seen that the usual,
basic meaning of the Greek word apollumi—“to perish” or
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“destroy utterly”—is backed up by many other biblical
words that likewise describe the second death strictly
in terms of literal death and complete destruction.
Let’s briefly review what Jesus and the apostles
plainly taught would happen to ungodly people at the
second death. They taught that:
• the ungodly would die (John 11:26 & Romans 8:13),
• that they would experience death (John 8:51, Romans
6:23 & James 5:20),
• that destruction would occur (Matthew 7:13 & 2
Peter 3:7),
• that both their souls and bodies would be destroyed
(Matthew 10:28 & James 4:12),
and that they would perish (John 3:16 & 2 Peter 3:9).
Jesus and the apostles’ description of the second
death: die, death, destruction, destroy and perish. We
could appropriately describe these terms as
the “language of destruction.” This “language of
destruction” is consistently used to describe the
eternal fate of the ungodly in the Bible; not the
language of eternal conscious torment, not the language
of “eternal separation from God,” not the language of
“ruin, loss, not of being, but of well-being,” but the
language of destruction.
Unbelievers will perish because they refused to
love the truth and so be saved” —
2Thessalonians 2:10 And with all deceivableness of
unrighteousness in them that perish (G622 below);
because they received not the love of the truth, that
they might be saved.
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◄ 622. apollumi ►
Strong's Concordance
apollumi: to destroy, destroy utterly
Original Word: ἀπόλλυμι
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: apollumi
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-ol'-loo-mee)
Definition: to destroy, destroy utterly
Usage: (a) I kill, destroy, (b) I lose, mid: I am
perishing (the resultant death being viewed as certain).
In various ways with various words Paul was sure to
repeatedly declare precisely what would happen to those
who foolishly reject the gospel. He was sure to do this
because God appointed him to fully proclaim the whole
counsel of God. Paul didn’t hide any aspect of the
truth — including the awful truth that those who reject
Christ will be utterly destroyed by the raging,
consuming fire of the Lord. If words have any meaning
at all then this is what we must conclude.
If Jesus supposedly preached eternal torture, as
many contend, then Paul would have certainly backed it
up. Yet Paul taught no such thing because Jesus taught
no such thing, not to mention the Bible they taught
from teaches no such thing.
The same consideration was given for indirect
references to hell i.e., “Fire.” Example:
Jesus especially liked to teach on “Kingdom of Heaven”
or “Kingdom of God.” He speaks about the Kingdom of
Heaven 35 times in Matthew alone! The other gospel
writers recorded 54 verses of His teachings about the
“Kingdom of God” (which is basically the same precept.)
This is 89 times in the Gospels just on these two
phrases.
Overall, Jesus taught on Heaven or some form of it
at least 167 times. This is a significant. What is the
implication? There is much more Jesus wants us to know
about His Kingdom, the Kingdom of Heaven/God. His
warnings have more to do with loosing life or the
Kingdom than going to hell.
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There is one beautiful verse spoken my Jesus that
we all know. He never uses the word “Heaven,” but we
know He is talking about it because it is in the
context of His Second Coming:
John 14:2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if
[it were] not [so], I would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you.
Whatever words are used by Jesus to describe Heaven
(e.g. Heaven, Kingdom of Heaven, Kingdom of God,
Father’s house, or simply the Kingdom), it is obvious
Jesus wants us to know more about it than about 'hell'.
This was a large part of his preaching and teaching.
Could it be we don’t know enough about this important
topic?
Acts 20:26 Wherefore I take you to record this day,
that I [am] pure from the blood of all [men].
'The blood of all men' is a sure indication that
people will actually die when they suffer the second
death. Whether physical blood or spiritual blood, it
doesn’t matter, the fact is that people’s blood will
spill on the day of judgment, which is called “the day
of slaughter” in the Bible (James 5:5).
James 5:5 Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and
been wanton; ye have nourished your hearts, as in a day
of slaughter.
"A day of slaughter” is a reference to “the day of
judgment and destruction of ungodly men.
Paul declares here that he is innocent of the blood
of all people because he faithfully proclaimed “the
whole will of God” or, according to the King James
Version, he declared “all the counsel of God.” Paul
backed this statement up in his letter to the Romans:
Romans 15:19 Through mighty signs and wonders, by the
power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and
round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the
gospel of Christ.
Paul fully proclaimed the whole counsel of God, as
Scripture verifies, then he would have certainly
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mentioned something somewhere about unrepentant sinners
suffering eternal conscious torment if this doctrine
were true. After all, this is way too important of an
issue to forget to mention, yet Paul says absolutely
nothing about eternal fiery torture anywhere in his
inspired writings or in his exploits as recorded in
Acts.
Out of the fourteen biblical letters written by
Paul (assuming he’s the writer of Hebrews) in all but
six of them he repeatedly made very clear statements
about the eternal fate of those who reject the gospel
of reconciliation. Although we’ve already looked at
many of these passages, let’s review them here. As you
will see, viewing everything Paul consistently taught
concerning the nature of the second death is
illuminating and makes a powerful point.
Acts 20:26 Wherefore I take you to record this day,
that I [am] pure from the blood of all [men].
Acts 20:27 For I have not shunned to declare unto you
all the counsel of God.
Paul was “innocent of the blood of all men”. Simply
because everywhere he went he fully proclaimed the
gospel—the whole counsel of God. Paul didn’t hide
anything that the Lord revealed to him; he didn’t hide
any aspect of the gospel message. He shared it all. He
was therefore innocent of “the blood” of all people.
Paul fully proclaimed the whole counsel of God by
plainly declaring:
• That those who live a lifestyle of unrepentant sin
“deserve death” – Romans 1:32
• That “all who sin apart from the law will also
perish apart from the law” – Romans 2:12
• That sin “leads to death” – Romans 6:16
• That sin “results in death” – Romans 6:21
• That “the wages of sin is death” – Romans 6:23
• That those who live according to the sinful nature
“will die”
– Romans 8:13
• That the gospel is foolishness “to those who are
perishing”
– 1 Corinthians 1:18
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That “in Adam all die” – 1 Corinthians 15:22
• That those who preach the gospel are “the smell of
death” “to those who are perishing” – 2 Corinthians
2:15-16
• That the Old Testament law “kills” and ultimately
brings “death” – 2 Corinthians 3:6-7
• That the gospel is “veiled to those who are
perishing”
– 2 Corinthians 4:3
• That those who please the sinful nature “from that
nature will reap destruction” – Galatians 6:8
• That “they will be destroyed” – Philippians 1:28
• That “their destiny is destruction” – Philippians
3:19
• That “they will be punished with everlasting
destruction”
– 2 Thessalonians 1:9
• That they “are perishing” – 2 Thessalonians 2:10
• That “they perish because they refused to love the
truth and so be saved” – 2 Thessalonians 2:10
• That “Christ Jesus… has destroyed death” – 2
Timothy 1:10
We can add these next four if Paul was the writer
of Hebrews:
• That they are like worthless land that will “in the
end… be burned” – Hebrews 6:8
• That sins are “acts that lead to death” – Hebrews
9:14
• That raging fire “will consume the enemies of God”
– Hebrews 10:27
In various ways with various words Paul repeatedly
declared precisely what would happen to those who
foolishly reject the gospel. He was sure to do this
because God appointed him to fully proclaim the whole
counsel of God. Paul didn’t hide any aspect of the
truth — including the awful truth that those who reject
Christ will be utterly destroyed by the raging,
consuming fire of the Lord. If words have any meaning
at all then this is what must be concluded. Death in
all the above cases ultimately leads to the second
death.
•
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Moreover, if Jesus supposedly preached eternal
torture, as many contend, then Paul would have
certainly reinforced it. Yet Paul taught no such thing
because Jesus taught no such thing, not to mention the
Bible they taught from—what we know as the Old
Testament—teaches no such thing.
Lastly, in Acts 20:26-27, quoted above, Paul
declared that he was “innocent of the blood of all men”
because he didn’t hesitate to share the whole counsel
of God, including the unfortunate news of what will
ultimately happen to those who reject the gospel. The
very fact that Paul said he was innocent of the blood
of all people shows that people will actually die when
they suffer the second death. Whether physical blood or
spiritual blood, it doesn’t matter: People’s blood will
spill on the Day of Judgment, which is called “the day
of slaughter” in God’s Word (James 5:5). Gehenna, often
translated as “hell” in English Bibles and used as a
symbolic reference to the lake of fire, was also known
as “The Valley of Slaughter.” “Slaughter” signifies
that blood will be spilled, and the simple fact is this:
When blood is spilled people die. Paul’s statement
makes no sense whatsoever if people don’t really perish
in the lake of fire. If people exist forever in
conscious torment their blood would not be spilled at
all. They’d still be alive, forever.
2Peter 3:7 But the heavens and the earth, which are
now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto
fire against the day of judgment and perdition of
ungodly men.
Note that the day of judgment is referred to as
“the day of slaughter,” not the day of the beginning of
everlasting conscious torment. That’s because the day
of judgment is a day of slaughter wherein the sins of
God’s enemies will testify against them and “eat their
flesh like fire”—raging fire will utterly consume them
just as Paul taught in Hebrews 10:27.
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Hebrews 10:27 But a certain fearful looking for of
judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the
adversaries.
It is fitting, incidentally, that James refers to
the day of judgment as the day of slaughter, since
Gehenna, the biblical example of the lake of fire often
translated as “hell,” was otherwise known as “the
Valley of Slaughter”.
Jeremiah 7:30 For the children of Judah have done evil
in my sight, saith the LORD: they have set their
abominations in the house which is called by my name,
to pollute it.
Jeremiah 7:31 And they have built the high places of
Tophet, which [is] in the valley of the son of Hinnom,
to burn their sons and their daughters in the fire;
which I commanded [them] not, neither came it into my
heart.
Jeremiah 7:32 Therefore, behold, the days come, saith
the LORD, that it shall no more be called Tophet, nor
the valley of the son of Hinnom, but the valley of
slaughter: for they shall bury in Tophet, till there be
no place.
Jeremiah 7:33 And the carcases of this people shall be
meat for the fowls of the heaven, and for the beasts of
the earth; and none shall fray [them] away.
Jeremiah 7:34 Then will I cause to cease from the
cities of Judah, and from the streets of Jerusalem, the
voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of
the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride: for the
land shall be desolate.
As we just stated, Gehenna, often translated as
“hell” in English Bibles and used as a symbolic
reference to the lake of fire, was also known as “The
Valley of Slaughter.” “Slaughter” plainly signifies
that blood will be spilled, and the simple fact is that
when blood is spilled people die. Paul’s statement
makes no sense whatsoever if people don’t really perish
in the lake of fire. If people exist forever in
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conscious torment their blood would not be spilled at
all — they would still be alive, forever.
=======================================================
What about the Parable of the Rich Man and the Poor
Man, which has been interpreted as a confirmation of
the existence of hell? A detailed analysis of this
parable is included this book, proving this is not
true.
=======================================================
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The writings of the book of Revelation do not
support eternal torment of unbelievers
How can Revelation 20:10 be read in harmony with
the rest of the Bible, which clearly teaches that the
dead are unconscious; and that the punishment of the
wicked is everlasting destruction?
Revelation 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the
beast and the false prophet [are], and shall be
tormented day and night for ever and ever.

A more appropriate translation of this verse is, ‘And
they will be tormented day and night for the ages of
the ages’.
Does "foreverS AND everS" Make Sense to You?
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By Gary Amirault
"Our English word "ever" appears in the singular form.
We have no plural form for "ever." Putting another
"ever" next to an "ever" does NOT add anything to the
meaning. It's a nonsensical thing to do. We merely do
it because of the tradition of the elders we have
swallowed without thinking it through.
• We get our English word "eon" and its plural "eons"
from the Greek word "aion" and its inflections.
Note that our English "eon" DOES have a plural form
"eons" unlike our English word "ever."
• In the Greek, both words which were translated
"ever" are in their PLURAL form. (aionas, aionon)
"Ton aionon" is in the genitive form meaning "of"
or "belonging to" or "what comes out of" the aionon.
• The Greek word for "and" is "kai," NOT "ton." Why
did some of the leading translations replace the
Greek "of the" with "and?" There is no linguistical
reason for them to do so. "Of the" works perfectly
fine and MANY English translations contain such
rendering in the very text itself and many others
show it in the margins, footnotes or appendixes.
... "
There are MANY English Bibles who have broken
the "tradition of the elders" in this regard in order
to bring forth the true meaning of the Greek. They have
translated this Greek phrase "aionas ton aionon":
"for the eons of the eons." Concordant Literal New
Testament
"for the ages of the ages." Young's Literal, and others
"for the aeons of the aeons." The New Covenant by Dr.
J.W. Hanson
"unto the ages of the ages.: Rotherham's Emphasized,
and others
"through the ages of the ages." The Holy Bible in
Modern English
The Greek word "aion" in its form in this verse is
in the PLURAL both times. So we have "eternities"
(plural) AND MORE "eternities" (plural). Are there more
than one "eternities?" Does adding one "ever" to
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another produce eternity? Would "everS AND everS,
double plurals make eternity longer? "
"The Greeks had no problem with plural forms of the
word "aion," because it meant to them what our modern
word "eon" means to us. Eons are periods of time, NOT
eternity. "Eon, eons, eon of the eon, eon of the eons,
eons of the eons, made perfect sense to the Greeks of
the first century A.D. AND they make sense in modern
English. We have many translations which have
translated these Greek phrases this way or similar ways,
as I pointed out previously. When we allow "aion" and
its derivatives to be a period of time, rather than
"eternity," reason returns to us instead of "idiotic"
senseless meanings which only wreak havoc with our
minds and destroy our concept of the True God of the
Bible.
"The word "aion" in ALL its forms refers to "ages"
which have ends AND beginnings. There are at least 5
ages mentioned in the Greek New Testament. There is
only ONE eternity, not multiples."
<https://www.tentmaker.org/FAQ/forever_eternity.html>

The devil and his demons who will be tormented in
the lake of fire, as long as that lake exists. Since
spirit beings can’t die (Luke 20:36); they will be
tormented — in a spiritual way — while being confined
to the lake of fire, when they experience theirinability
to deceive man anymore, and when they see all their
“works” and evil “accomplishments” replaced bythe good
and prosperous ways of God.
The expression “forever” does not have to mean “for
all Eternity.” (See 'Forever in the Bible - What Do the
Scriptures Say?' immediately below.)
We must consider that the words are often a
translation from the Hebrew “olam” and the Greek “aion”
or “aionios,” meaning “age,” or “age-lasting” (compare
Young’s Analytical Concordance to the Bible). In
Revelation 20:10, the Greek words translated as “for ever
and ever” mean, according to Young’s, “to ages of ages.”
The Englishman’s Greek New Testament translates this
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verse as follows: 'ages of ages' The phrase comes
from the Bible. It’s a fairly wooden translation of the
Greek idiom
εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων. Many English
translations
instead
use
“forever
and
ever”
or
something along those lines, which is more in line with
English idiom. If we allow for the possibility that the
statement “they shall be tormented for ever and ever”
would include the beast and the false prophet, that
would still not mean that they will be tormented for
all Eternity. The Greek clause for “forever and ever”
is “eis tous anions ton aionon.” It literally means,
“to the ages of the ages.” Revelation 20:10 does not
teach that human beings will be tormented forever and
ever in a hell fire.
Revelation 20:10 which in Greek is: "καὶ ὁ διάβολος ὁ
πλανῶν αὐτοὺς ἐβλήθη εἰς τὴν λίμνην τοῦ πυρὸς καὶ θείου, ὅπου καὶ
τὸ θηρίον καὶ ὁ ψευδοπροφήτης, καὶ βασανισθήσονται ἡμέρας καὶ νυκτὸς εἰς
τοὺς αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων" and in English is:
"And the Devil leading them astray was thrown into the
Lake of Fire and Brimstone, where the beast and the
false prophet were. And they were tormented day and
night to the ages of the ages".
Regardless of how one choose to interpret 'ages of
the ages' the lake of fire could not be a place of
endless torment. If Satan were to suffer excruciating
torture there for all eternity, God would have to
preserve him alive. Yet, life is a gift, not a
punishment. Death is the punishment for sin, and
according to the Bible:
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Dead humans (the antichrist) feel no pain so they
cannot be eternally punished.
Ecclesiastes 9:5 For the living know that they shall
die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they
any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.
Ecclesiastes 9:10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do,
do [it] with thy might; for [there is] no work, nor
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device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave,
whither thou goest.
Psalms 146:4 His breath goeth forth, he returneth to
his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.
The Almighty’s sentence of the devil and his loser
demons to eternal torment in the lake of fire is both
punitive and exemplary. Since these fallen angels
possess unconditional immortality and cannot die the
LORD created the lake of fire as their eternal prison,
which is their eternal judgment & punishment. The
nature of the lake of fire is such that it exterminates
those who are mortal and torments those that are
immortal. This, in turn, will serve as an example to
all His creatures in the eternal age-to-come, including
human beings. It's doubtful that any of us will rebel
in the age-to-come in light of the everlasting example
of the devil & his evil followers, but the possibility
will exist since people will always possess free moral
agency. After all, God would take little joy in
creating robots programmed to love and obey him. There
are many supporters of everlasting destruction who
reject this idea that fallen angels will suffer neverending torment in the lake of fire. They believe that
they too will ultimately cease to exist, even if it
takes eons of time.
However, prior to his death the antichrist will pay,
in suffering, the considerable amount of wrath he has
stored (Romans 2:5-6). Spirit beings (the false prophet)
cannot die. They will be tormented in a 'spiritual' way.
This document won't deal with that issue. The nature of
the lake of fire is such that it exterminates those who
are mortal and torments those that are immortal.
Additionally, there will be the end of Gehenna,
(the lake of fire) when the whole area will be made
holy unto God. And with the Book of Ezekiel tells that
a river of fresh water will issue forth from the new
Temple (and gets larger as it approaches the Dead Sea),
perhaps the river is fed by other streams as it
descends and this will result in parts of the
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Wilderness of Judaea being healed. It will be healed
and made beautiful again.
When the new heavens and the new Earth are
created is the time when all God's enemies shall be
overcome and destroyed, when the hearts of the redeemed
shall be entirely subject to God. Then God‘s kingdom
shall be fully established over the Universe. It shall
then be seen that he is Lord of all. In the previous
verses he had spoken of the promise that all things
should be subjected to God; in this, he speaks of its
being actually done.
At this point there will be no need for the lake
of fire. If the lake of fire burned forever, there
would always be pain and sorrow somewhere in the
Universe and Revelation 21:4 could never come true
('the former things are passed away').
Revelation 21:4 And God shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more
pain: for the former things are passed away.
But it is true. Sin will be gone forever and pain
will cease to exist throughout God’s entire Universe.
Additional material: 'Forever' in the Bible - What Else
Do the Scriptures Say?
Before we explore the scriptural implications of
this, consider the writings of very prominent and
respected Biblical scholars regarding "aionios:" The
term "for ever," as used in the Bible, means simply a
period of time, limited or unlimited. It is used 56
times in the Bible in connection with things that have
already ended.* It is like the word "tall," which means
something different in describing men, trees, or
mountains. In Jonah 2:6, "forever" means "three days
and nights."
"I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; the earth
with her bars [was] about me for ever: yet hast thou
brought up my life from corruption, O LORD my God.
- Jonah 2:6. (See also Jonah 1:17.)
In Deuteronomy 23:3, this means "10 generations."
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In the case of man, this means "as long as he lives" or
"until death." (See 1 Samuel 1:22,28; Exodus 21:6;
Psalm 48:14.) So the wicked will burn in the fire as
long as they live, or until death. This fiery
punishment for sin will vary according to the degree of
sins for each individual, but after the punishment, the
fire will go out. The teaching of eternal torment has
done more to drive people to atheism and insanity than
any other invention of the devil. It is slander upon
the loving character of a tender, gracious heavenly
Father and has done untold harm to the Christian cause.
Ellicott's Commentary on the Whole Bible (Matt. 25:46).
"Everlasting punishment--life eternal. The two
adjectives represent the same Greek word, aionios it
must be admitted that the Greek word which is rendered
"eternal" does not, in itself, involve endlessness, but
rather, duration, whether through an age or succession
of ages, and that it is therefore applied in the N.T.
to periods of time that have had both a beginning and
ending (Rom. 16:25)."
Hasting's Dictionary of the New Testament (Vol. I, p.
542, art. Christ and the Gospels): Eternity. There is
no word either in the O.T. Hebrew or the N.T. Greek to
express the abstract idea of eternity. (Vol. III, p.
369): Eternal, everlasting—nonetheless "eternal" is
misleading, inasmuch as it has come in the English to
connote the idea of "endlessly existing," and thus to
be practically a synonym for "everlasting." But this is
not an adequate rendering of aionios which varies in
meaning with the variations of the noun aion from which
it comes (p. 370).
Jeremy Taylor, a world famous Protestant hell-fire
advocate wavers, and after his ebullient flashes of
Systematic Hellology, he is constrained to the
following modification in Jeremy Taylor's Works (vol. 3,
p. 43): "Though the fire is everlasting, not all that
enters it is everlasting," then adds, "The word
everlasting signifies only to the end of its period."
Would that other hell-fire advocates were so honest.
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The large Catholic Bible dictionary, The Encyclopedic
Dictionary of the Bible (p. 693): ETERNITY: The Bible
hardly speaks of eternity in the philosophical sense of
infinite duration without beginning or end. The Hebrew
word olam, which is used alone (Ps. 61:8; etc.) or with
various prepositions (Gen. 3:22; etc.) in contexts
where it is traditionally translated as "forever,"
means in itself no more than ‘for an indefinitely long
period." Thus me olam does not mean "from eternity" but
"of old" Gen. 6:4; etc.). In the N.T. aion is used as
the equivalent of olam. (Note: even the Catholic
translators of The Jerusalem Bible and The New American
Bible have failed to heed the scholarship of their own
Catholic authorities.)
Saint Gregory of Nyssa speaks of aionios diastema, "an
eonian interval." How many intervals do you know of
that are "endless" or "eternal?"
What led these scholars to such understanding? What
understanding did they have available that most of the
Christian world does not currently have?
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Appendix
THE SOUL AND IMMORTALITY IN PLATO'S PHAEDO - BOSTOCK
# Due to the length we only show about half, but the
entire document is available. (My underlining and
boldface.) #
"The discussion of the main topic of the Phaedo, i.e.
the immortality of the soul, begins with Socrates
offering a further 'defence'. Like the defence that he
offered at his trial it is intended to justify the way
he has lived, but more particularly it is intended as a
justification of his present attitude in the face of
death. His main theme is that the true philosopher has
been practicing for death all his life. As he develops
this theme we begin to learn what he takes a 'true
philosopher' to be, and what he thinks is actually
going to happen to him at his death. Throughout this
part of the dialogue (63e-6ge) the immortality of the
soul is simply assumed - of course, the rest of the
dialogue will be devoted to proving it and we may
regard the discussion here as mainly an exposition of
what has to be proved. In particular, I shall
concentrate on the question what exactly it is that
Socrates calls a 'soul' and takes to be immortal.
He begins by defining death as the separation of soul
and body, and the state of being dead as the state in
which soul and body exist separately from one another
(64c4-8). The second part of this definition is
somewhat careless, for there is obviously no reason to
insist that a man's body must go on existing all the
time that he is dead (as is later recognized, e.g. at
80b-c). Those who are skeptical [sic] of immortality
will evidently say the same of the soul. Setting this
aside, another point worth observing is that the
definition is somewhat vague about what it is that can
be said to die or be dead. For the most part Socrates
speaks of a person dying or being dead, meaning thereby
that his soul and body have separated. But on one
occasion
he also speaks of a body dying (106e6), which we can
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understand as a matter of that body being separated
from its soul, and three times he speaks of a soul
dying or being dead (77d2-4, 84b2, 88a6), which is
presumably to be taken in the same way. Death as
separation, then, can easily be understood as
applicable to persons and to bodies and to souls. But
this last usage is somewhat awkward, for in the Final
Argument Socrates will claim that souls 'do not admit
death'. (His position, obviously, is that souls
can be separated from bodies, but cannot be destroyed.
Perhaps he should have admitted that the word 'death'
has other meanings than that which is here assigned to
it.) But for the present these problems are hardly
serious, and I turn instead to the much more
fundamental problem that underlies this definition:
what is meant by a 'soul', and in particular a soul
'separated from the body'?
One must of course begin with the observation
that the Greek word (psyche) is not very well
translated by the English word 'soul'. I shall continue
to use 'soul' as a purely conventional translation, but
the English word has several unfortunate associations.
(For example, it is often reserved for use in religious
contexts, which is by no means the case with
the Greek word. In more idiomatic speech 'soul' is
often associated with emotion and feeling, in
opposition to reason or intellect, but again there
is no hint of this with the Greek.) What, then does the
Greek word mean?
B. ACTIVITIES OF THE SOUL
The Greek word has many meanings. At its widest it
simply connotes life, in a very general sense. For
example, the living and the non-living are contrasted
in Greek as the things with soul and without soul
(Greek words), and in this dichotomy it is by no means
unusual to count plants as things with soul, just
because they can reasonably be called living things.
Thus Aristotle, who explicitly recognizes a variety of
different kinds of soul, has what he calls the
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'nutritive' soul (Greek word) as his lowest kind,
and this is the kind of soul that plants have. His
point is that they exhibit life by taking in
nourishment and so growing, and because this is
something that only living things can do there must be
a corresponding kind of soul responsible for their
doing it. All ordinary! living things have this
'nutritive' soul, but many will also have other kinds
of soul in addition. For example, animals typically
have 'locomotive' souls, which just means that
they also exhibit life by moving around, and so on.
The general principle behind Aristotle's approach is
clearly to begin by: For Aristotle, the stars are alive,
and they have 'locomotive' souls but no 'nutritive'
souls. God is a living thing with neither of these
kinds of soul.
The general principle behind Aristotle's approach
is clearly to begin by classifying the different kinds
of activity that living things exhibit, and in virtue
of which we class them as living, and then to associate
a different kind of soul with each. It will be best if
we too begin with this line of approach, listing some
of the activities that can be credited to souls, so
that we can sidestep the awkward question of what kind
of a thing the soul is and concentrate rather on what
it does. (Equally, I shall begin by being somewhat
careless over the question whether it is quite right to
say that the soul itself does this or that, or whether
we ought strictly to say that it is the person who does
these things, by virtue of the soul that he has. I
shall take up later the question of the relation
between the person and his soul.)
First, then, we should note that 'soul' may be invoked
to account for any activity typical of living things,
including those more or less biological activities that
human beings share with even very 'lowly' living things,
for example nutrition and growth, reproduction,
locomotion, and so on. But without attempting any more
detailed list here, I shall pass straight on to
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what we may call conscious activities, for
consciousness seems to us a very important ingredient
in the typical activities of men (and higher animals),
and most distinctive of their lifestyle. Within this
general area there are still a wide variety of
activities which can usefully be distinguished.
(i) Perception is perhaps the most simple form of
conscious activity, as when one feels hot or cold, or
hears a loud bang, or sees a blue sky. But it
should be noted that we also speak of perception when
much more sophisticated activities are concerned, for
example seeing that the approaching bus is a no. 7. One
cannot have this kind of perception without (in this
example) some knowledge of what buses are, and of the
significance of this way of classifying them; so
altogether more complex mental apparatus is
involved. Along with simple perceptions one might
include feeling pain, which seems just a special kind
of perception. In a different direction, many have
sought to assimilate memory to perception, and one
might also wish to add the peculiar phenomena of
dreaming, hallucinating, and so forth.
(ii) Perception very often leads to action because we
have goals, or desires, e.g. the avoidance of pain.
Desires again range from very simple kinds, such as
hunger or thirst, which are quite naturally called
'bodily', to much more sophisticated kinds. Consider,
for example, the differences between wanting a drink,
wanting to watch television, wanting to be prime
minister, wanting to know who put the drawing-pin on
the chair, wanting to understand differential equations,
and so on and on indefinitely. Clearly
there is scope for all manner of classifications of
different kinds of desire.
Along with desires we might mention the enjoyment
or pleasure one may get from satisfying a desire (or in
other ways), and the unpleasantness of pain or hunger,
or again of continuing to be baffled by differential
equations.
(iii) Desires are in some ways similar, and in other
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ways dissimilar, to emotions such as fear, love, hatred,
compassion, and so on. Some emotions
(such as fear or embarrassment) are typically shortlived states, involving special kinds of feelings, and
often with marked physical manifestations (e.g.
sweating, blushing). Others are long-lasting states of
mind with no such accompaniments, and shade off towards
those states of mind or dispositions which we count as
part of a man's character. (Compare pride, which is
sometimes counted as an emotion, and humility, which
usually is not, with, for example, meanness or
generosity.) Along with the emotions we might perhaps
mention moods such as boredom, hilarity, depression,
exhilaration, and so on.
(iv) Most perceptions, desires, and emotions inevitably
presuppose knowledge of some kind, or at least belief.
Some beliefs arise fairly directly from perception
('This is water'), some are based on past perception
and memory ('Water satisfies thirst'), some are due to
reasoning of various kinds ('Drinking-water is
colorless. This water is dark green. So it probably
isn't fit to drink'). Reason, again, may be classified
into various forms. In one aspect (just hinted at),
reason is often thought of as controlling our
desires and emotions, and therefore directing our
actions. But in another aspect it may be seen as
operating 'itself by itself', as when we work out a
sum simply because we want to know the answer, and with
no intention to act on it. This is often called
'theoretical reason', contrasted with 'practical
reason', and I shall have more to say about it as we
proceed, since it is clearly important to the Phaedo.
This little catalogue of conscious activities (and
states) makes no claim to completeness, but does
illustrate the wide variety of forms of consciousness:
we are typically conscious of almost all the activities
and states just listed, and since the soul is specially
connected with consciousness they can all be credited
to the soul. (On the face of it, they could almost all
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occur unconsciously too; whether they should then be
attributed to the soul is perhaps a matter for debate,
which I shall not enter into.)

C. THE DISEMBODIED SOUL (63E-68C, 80C-84B)
When it is claimed that a man's soul is immortal, or
anyway that it goes on existing in separation from the
body, this claim implies that some at least of these
(or similar) activities continue in the separated state.
Perhaps this is not strictly necessary. One might be
able to make sense of a theory according to which when
the soul was separated from the body it remained
dormant, and nothing at all happened in it. But clearly
Plato's theory is not of this kind. He holds that the
separated soul does indeed remain conscious and active.
What kinds of activities, then, does he think do
continue in the
separated state?
When one reads Socrates' Defence (63e-6ge), one is
inevitably given the impression that the only
activities of the soul that can survive separation
are the activities of the true philosopher. The
philosopher, we find, averts his attention from such
pleasures as food and drink and sex (64d4-7), and does
not desire material possessions (64d8-e6). Such desires
concern the body, and such pleasures come by way of the
body, whereas the philosopher has no concern with
things bodily. The implication apparently is that since
in the separated state there is no body, these desires
and pleasures cannot then occur. Next we find that the
philosopher despises perception and the use of his
bodily senses, eyes and ears and so on (65a9-b7). They
are merely a hindrance to what he is interested in, and
they too, one presumes, will not occur when there is no
body. Similarly, the body distracts him by needing to
be looked after, by filling him with irrelevant lusts
and desires, and with fears (and presumably other
emotions) (66b7-c5). Again the point seems to be that
when the body falls away, these desires and emotions
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will fall away with it, and in the separated state
there will be no such things. What the philosopher is
concerned with is called 'reasoning' (Greek words) and
described as reaching out for the forms 'by pure
intellect alone' (Greek words).
Pursuing this goal, the philosopher is already
separating his soul from his body as much as he can,
and in that way practising for the complete separation
that death will bring. We must presumably infer that
pure reasoning will continue into the separated state,
but nothing else will. Before proceeding, I should add
a few notes on what we have had so far. First, we are
not here offered any very good explanation of why the
philosopher despises his senses (65a9-b7). It is
claimed that they are not accurate or clear, but no
argument is offered for this, and it is anyway not
much of a ground for rejecting them as a source of
knowledge. But as we read on it becomes clear that the
real complaint about them is not that what they tell us
is inaccurate, but that what they tell us about-the
physical world-is something that is of no interest. For
the philosopher's concern is with forms, and forms are
not to be grasped by the senses anyway, but by pure
intellect. There is no explanation at this point of how
one can pursue an intellectual enquiry into anything if
one cannot at least start from information supplied by
the senses, and indeed this would seem to be a
difficult problem. For centuries philosophers have
supposed that all knowledge must begin with experience,
for what other starting-point is there? But Plato
clearly does not agree. He thinks that genuine
knowledge is always knowledge of what he calls 'forms',
and is to be attained by a quite different method, i.e.
the 'method of hypothesis' (explained mainly
at 94d-IOOa and 10Id-e). I cannot discuss these topics
here, so I simply accept for present purposes what
Plato has to say about forms and our knowledge of them.
A second point worth making here is that Plato is not
saying, as a first reading might suggest, that while it
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is the soul that engages in reasoning it is the body
that perceives, desires, fears, and so on. If that were
his view, it would be difficult to explain how the
body's doing these things could so upset the soul, or
why getting rid of these desires and emotions should
count as purifying the soul. (It would also be
difficult to explain the different view of the
disembodied soul that we shall meet shortly.) Rather,
it is the soul than actually does these things, but it
does them when it is in a body, and because of the body
it is in. Thus when it sees it sees through the eyes of
the body, and will no longer see when it has no body to
furnish eyes. Similarly when it wants food it does so
because of the feeling which it gets from the body's
empty stomach, which again is a feeling it will be
free of when it has no body. Generally, while it is in
a body it will be sensible of what happens in that body,
and this sensibility will inevitably give
rise to perceptions, desires, and emotions of all kinds.
They happen in the soul, but they would not happen if
there were no body for the soul to be
sensible of.
This brings me back to the main point that I wish
to make. Although there is no direct statement in the
Phaedo that it is only the faculty of pure reason that
survives into the disembodied state, that must surely
be the implication of Socrates' Defence. The
philosopher is described as one who attempts to
separate his soul from his body as much as he can, and
in effect what this comes to is that he concentrates
all his efforts on pure reasoning and pays as little
attention as possible to the perceptions, desires, and
emotions which arise only because he has a body. This
is said to be practising for death, which is the
complete separation of soul from body. It must
surely follow that in death the soul has no such
perceptions, desires, and emotions; it rejoices always
in pure reason and nothing else.
But it is now time to look at some of the other
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activities which are elsewhere credited to disembodied
souls. We have not completely described even the state
of the dead philosopher, for we have omitted to mention
that he will be happy, and will enjoy the society of
other gods and (possibly) other men (63b-c, 6ge, 8Ia).
But with ordinary non-philosophers our
In 94b-d it does appear to be the body which has
desires and emotions and not the soul, but the passage
is in any case a surprising one. I add a brief comment
on it in my final section.
Description has been way off target, for it seems that
they practise pure reason no more after their deaths
than before. Rather, they fear Hades (Slcll), they
retain their desires for things bodily (Slel), and they
keep their characters as virtuous or vicious, social or
anti-social, mild or cruel, temperate or gluttonous,
and so forth (Sle-S2b). If we may add the evidence
of the closing myth, they also retain a memory of their
past lives (10Sb), and can meaningfully be punished and
rewarded (133d-e). Dead souls can appeal to one another,
persuade one another, forgive one another, and so on
(114a-b). In these passages it appears that disembodied
souls are capable of pretty well all those conscious
activities that embodied souls are capable of: they can
perceive (though presumably without
eyes), they can feel pain (though without nerves), they
can be frightened (though without adrenalin), etc. I do
not wish to imply that this picture is selfcontradictory - I do not think it is - but certainly it
seems rather less plausible than the more economical
picture we had first. It may be suggested that Plato
does offer some explanation of how this could be so:
when a non-philosopher dies, he suggests that the soul
is not after all completely separated from the body,
but remains 'interspersed with a corporeal element'
(Slc4). But this is surely not an explanation that
we should take seriously (and its application to ghosts
is presumably humorous). If we do take it seriously,
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then it will imply that the nonphilosopher's soul is in
life extended throughout his body, and retains this
shape after death, with some material particles somehow
'clinging' to it.
We can then contrast this with the spatial language
which is sometimes used of the philosopher's soul,
which is said to 'assemble and gather itself together,
away from every part of the body, alone by itself'
(67cS; ct. SOeS).
The philosopher's soul is perhaps squeezed into a tight
ball, so dense that there are no gaps or chinks where a
material particle might be embedded, and so smooth of
surface that none can stick to it. The theory can then
be tested by accurate weighing of bodies just before
and just after death: we expect to find that a nonphilosopher's body suffers some weight loss at
death, while a philosopher's body does not. But
obviously this interpretation of the Phaedo is absurd.
It treats the soul as if it were made of some quasimaterial stuff, and just the kind of thing that might
be blown apart by the wind, especially if you happened
to die in a storm (77el). It is not what Plato means to
suggest at all, and when he spoke of a soul being
'interspersed with a corporeal element' he obviously
meant to be understood as speaking figuratively. His
point was just that the soul retains its desires for
things bodily. The belief in a reasonably 'full' mental
life after death is common, and from Homer onwards
(Odyssey 11) all those who have pictured it have
pictured the souls of the dead as having the shape of
human bodies, and as doing just the kind of things that
ordinary living human beings do. Upon reflection one
has to admit that this picture is not to be taken
literally, but we continue to use it because we do not
know any better picture to substitute for it. Plato is
no exception. He has no explanation of how disembodied
souls can continue with very much the same range of
conscious activities as living humans have, but he
evidently believes that they do, and so he pictures
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them as if they were living human beings. We do him an
injustice if we think he took the picture seriously.
The Phaedo, then, contains two distinct views of life
after death. One, which is very much a philosopher's
view, and is applied to the philosopher's death,
supposes that at death all those aspects of conscious
activity which depend upon the soul's awareness of its
body will fall away, and as a result the disembodied
soul will be capable of pure reasoning but nothing else.
The other, which is the more usual religious view, and
is applied to other deaths, supposes that pretty well
all the conscious activities of ordinary living human
beings will persist into the disembodied state. The two
are reconciled by a religious doctrine, which Plato
took over from Orphics or Pythagoreans, a doctrine of
sin, purgatory, reincarnation, and eventual
purification and release from 'the wheel of rebirth'.
In more detail, the doctrine is that when you die then
you are punished for your sins either by a longish
period in purgatory (as in the Myth), or by a brisk
reincarnation in a less pleasant form of life (as in
the elaboration to Socrates' Defence), or by first one
and then the other, which seems to be Plato's standard
version (as in the myth of the Republic). So the object
is to live a life that avoids sin-or, if one such life
is not, enough, then sufficiently many (usually three,
according to the myth of the Phaedrus). This is
'purification' (Greek), and will release you from the
wheel of rebirth and admit you to bliss everlasting. To
obtain our reconciliation, all we have to do is to
adapt this religious doctrine. We take bliss
everlasting to be the philosophic afterlife, in which
the soul pursues pure reason and nothing else, and we
take the life of purification to be the philosophic
life, in which the body and all its works are held in
contempt, and all energies are concentrated
on the life of pure reason, The point here is that pure
reason can be pursued in complete independence from all
things bodily, and it is therefore the most admirable
feature of the soul. (As Aristotle was to stress
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later, it is also the feature in which human beings
most differ from other animals.) It will then follow as
a corollary that sin must be equated with paying
attention to bodily things. If killing others, injuring
others, and behaving violently towards one's parents
are to count as sins (114a), that must be because they
are cases of paying attention to bodily things, for the
scheme now requires that that and nothing else be the
criterion of sin. Now that we have the full doctrine
before us, a point that may be observed in parenthesis
is that Socrates' Defence is misexpressed. Socrates
says simply that he has spent his whole life practising
for death, but he does not mean that he has been
practising for what happens to all men when they die.
On the contrary, he has been practising for a very
special kind of death, the death that admits you to
bliss everlasting. That is not, however, a very serious
criticism. It is more important to consider the
implications which this scheme has for morality,
implications which Plato himself points to in 68c5-69d2.
D. IMPLICATIONS FOR MORALITY (68C5-69D2)
Socrates begins with the claim that what is commonly
called bravery (Greek) belongs especially to
philosophers, and what is commonly called temperance
(Greek)3 belongs only to them (68c). Both these claims
may be questioned, because Socrates seems to have
misidentified what are commonly called bravery and
temperance. Bravery he takes to be simply a matter of
fearlessness in the face of death (68d), and no doubt
it is fair to claim that the philosopher does have this
characteristic. But in fact we commonly think that
there are many other situations in which bravery may be
displayed, e.g. by standing up to physical or mental
torture, by being prepared to risk life or health or
goods in a noble cause, or simply by being calm or
cheerful in conditions of pain or adversity. (Plato had
discussed the question 'What is bravery?' in the Laches,
and he there saw a much wider range for it.) There
seems to be no special reason why the philosopher
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should display these other sorts of bravery as well.
With temperance the objection is rather different. We
can grant Plato that what is commonly called temperance
concerns those kinds of desires that he calls 'bodily',
but ordinarily temperance is taken to require
moderation or well-orderedness in the pursuit of these
desires (§XclV 1(Greek), and not scorning them
altogether Greek) (68c8-10). The philosopher, it seems,
is a single-minded ascetic who suppresses all his
bodily desires, and this is not what is ordinarily
called temperance (or moderation, or self-control) at
all.4 3 (Greek) is a notoriously untranslatable word.
It combines the notions of temperance, moderation, and
self-control, and often shades off into meaning just
'good sense'.
4 Aristotle would regard it as a vice opposed to
temperance, which he calls (Greek) (EN
l107b6-8)."
----# That's about half the article #
The subject of the soul, its nature and immortality,
is discussed at great length by Plato in the Phaedon, a
dialogue on Immortality, and therein is discussed the
question of the literal destruction and extinction of
the soul. Plato wrote in Greek, his native tongue, and
the Phaedon became the great classic treatise on the
subject of Immortality, read, studied and debated
throughout the Greek-speaking world during the four
hundred years between its writing and the ministry of
Christ. Plato's words practically stereotyped the
philosophical phraseology of the time. The purpose of
the dialogue is to show that in death the soul does not
become extinct, that it cannot die, perish, or be
destroyed. Modern, therefore, is found ranged with
Plato against the Word of God. These words of Plato
were known and of fixed meaning in the days of Christ
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and the apostles. Christ came to reveal the truth.
Shall we say that, knowing as He did the meaning of the
words used on the subject of the soul, He willfully,
and without explanation, took those very words
concerning the very same subject and used them in an
altogether contradictory sense! The idea is impossible.

Dante’s Hell: Conception Geography, and Its System of
Punishments - Dante, The Divine Comedy Volume 1:
'Inferno':
"Church doctrine in Dante’s time (as today) holds
that Hell’s function is to punish for eternity human
souls. Dante’s famous notice over the gate of Hell
underlines the eternity of Hell’s punishment (“All hope
abandon, ye who enter in!”), but it is also clear from
a reading of the entire poem that Dante considers the
greatest punishment possible to be not the incredibly
original and grotesque physical punishments he invents
for his work but, instead, the eternal loss of
communion with God that is enjoyed by the blessed.
Dante’s poetic genius partly resides in his many
ingenious inventions for the shape and character of
Hell. Dante’s Inferno is a hollow cone shaped by the
displaced territory after Lucifer’s expulsion from
Heaven and fall to Earth. It is situated under Jerusalem
and consists of nine concentric circles that grow ever
smaller and house more and more evil sinners.
Ultimately, Hell ends at Earth’s core, where Lucifer is
imprisoned in ice. Contrary to popular opinion, fire
and brimstone are not the typical infernal punishments,
although they are present. The place is filled with a
number of rivers, swamps, deserts, a burning plain, a
huge waterfall, a frozen lake, the towers of the City
of Dis, and the ditches and bridges of Malebolge (ten
sections of a circle shaped like ditches, pouches, or
purses). Because the science of Dante’s day followed
the Ptolemaic system of the universe in astronomy and
Aristotle’s teachings on physics and biology, Dante
considered Hell to be in the center of Earth, which in
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turn was in the center of the universe, with the sun
revolving around it. A great chain of being extended
from gross matter, animals, and humanity to the nine
orders of the angels, and then to God in the Empyrean
Heaven. Dante’s Inferno generally reflects traditional
medieval thinking on astronomy and science, but the
poet is also capable of enriching this tradition with
his own ideas to enliven his picture of the Other
World."
The meaning given today to the word “hell” is that
portrayed in Dante’s Divine Comedy and Milton’s
Paradise Lost:
"And black Gehenna called, the type of Hell. Next
Chemos , obscene dread of Moab's sons, From Aroar65 to
Nebo66 and the wild Of southmost Abarimin Hesebon"
Paradise Lost Volume 1, p. 104
a meaning which is completely foreign to the original
definition of the word. The idea of a “hell” of fiery
torment, however, dates back long before Dante or
Milton.
Grolier's Universal Encyclopedia (1971, Vol. 9,
p. 205) under “Hell” says: “Hindus and Buddhists regard
hell as a place of spiritual cleansing and final
restoration. Islamic tradition considers it as a place
of everlasting punishment.” The idea of suffering after
death is found among the pagan religious teachings of
ancient peoples in Babylon and Egypt. Babylonian and
Assyrian beliefs depicted the nether world as a place
full of horrors, presided over by gods and demons of
great strength and fierceness.” Although ancient
Egyptian religious texts do not teach that the burning
of any individual victim would go on forever, they do
portray the 'Other World' as featuring “pits of fire”
for 'the damned.'
'The Religion of Babylonia and Assyria' by Morris
Jastrow, Jr., 1898, p. 581.
'The Book of the Dead' with introduction by
E. Wallis Budge, 1960, pp. 135, 144, 149, 151, 153, 161,
200.
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What becomes of the Lake of Fire at the
point where God is 'all in all.'
1Corinthians 15:28 And when all things shall be
subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be
subject unto him that put all things under him, that
God may be all in all.

The Lake of Fire will return at the end of the
Millennium
The Book of Revelation says there will be one or
more outbursts of fire and brimstone that will issue
from the lake. It will happen again at the end of the
Millennium and the Dead Sea will once more become a
Lake of Fire. This will occur when God sends down fire
out of heaven to judge the wicked at the conclusion of
the 1000 year Millennium at the time of the Great White
Throne Judgment.
Revelation 20:9 And they went up on the breadth of the
earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and
the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of
heaven, and devoured them.
At the end of the Millennium, God is going to
send down fire from heaven, and simultaneous with this
fire, the earth explodes in an atomic combustion of H20
which ignites the Universe.
This is the renovation of the Earth by fire, and it
includes the renovation of the heavens.
Isaiah 66:22 For as the new heavens and the new earth,
which I will make, shall remain before me, saith the
LORD, so shall your seed and your name remain.
1Corinthians 15:28 And when all things shall be
subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be
subject unto him that put all things under him, that
God may be all in all.
Dr. Ruckman: "That brings us to verse 28, and given the
interpretation above, this would take place after the
White Throne Judgment and before the New Heavens and
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New Earth of Revelation 21:1. This would be verified by
the fact that Jesus as the Lamb of God is only
mentioned three times apart from God the Father in
Revelation 21:1–22:5 (the description of the New
Heavens, New Earth, and New Jerusalem). In each of
these references, the verses speak of something
belonging to Christ: Revelation 21:9, “the Lamb’s wife”;
Revelation 21:14, “the twelve apostles of the Lamb”;
and Revelation 21:27, “the Lamb’s book of life.” The
other references to the Lamb in Revelation 21 and 22
directly tie him to God the Father: Revelation 21:22,
“The Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are (plural) the
(singular) temple of it”; Revelation 21:23, “the glory
of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light
thereof”; Revelation 22:1, 3, “the throne (singular) of
God and of the Lamb.” So what it looks like from these
verses is before Eternity begins Jesus Christ, the man,
ceases to exist, and He goes back into the Godhead in
His position as the Word of God (John 1:1–2). So God,
as the eternal Trinity, is all there is; He is no
longer “manifested in the flesh.” We know that is hard
to comprehend, but when has the Trinity ever been easy
to understand? Now, Clarence Larkin has a different
view, and you can read it in his commentary on
Revelation and his book on Dispensational Truth. And
since Clarence Larkin is the source for all prophetic
exposition among premillennial Fundamentalists and
Conservatives in the twentieth (and twenty-first)
century, I would be doing you a disservice if I did not
try to describe his system to you. So briefly, here is
how Clarence Larkin handles verses 25–28. There is a
difference between Christ’s Millennial kingdom and the
kingdom of Revelation 21–22. Larkin calls the kingdom
of the New Heavens and New Earth the “perfect Kingdom.”
He equates it with “the dispensation of the fulness of
times” in Ephesians 1:10, where God gathers “together
in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven,
and which are on earth; even in him.”
Going to Isaiah 66:22, he shows that Israel, as a
nation, will exist into the New Heavens and New Earth.
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From there he goes to Deuteronomy 7:9 and shows that
God will keep His covenant with Israel for “a thousand
generations.” Using the age of Jesus Christ on Earth as
the basis for a generation, he has the “Perfect Kingdom”
lasting 33,000 years. After this 33,000 years, he has
the “Great Abdication” in which Christ, the Son of Man,
merges back into the ‘Godhead’** (** actual translation =
‘divinity’, thus we reject the concept of a Trinity) as
solely the Son of God.
Larkin does not believe Jesus surrenders His human
nature. After the “Perfect Kingdom” has ceased with the
“Great Abdication,” the Eternal Ages begin, which he
calls “the Ages of Ages.” Here time ceases, and God’s
servants (Rev. 22:3) will reign with him then (Rev.
22:5). Now, brethren, if there is any explanation
beyond those two, I do not know what it is, and it will
take someone who has put more prayer and study into it
than I have to figure the thing out."
Dr. Estep: " When all is done, the Millennial reign,
Jesus Himself will rule the world, and Jerusalem will
be the capital. This will be a 1,000-year period of
peace and prosperity on earth. All things have been
subdued unto Christ. Then the Son will go back into
subjection in a way, to God that God may be all and all.
At the end of the 1,000 years, Satan will be released
from his prison for a short time. He will deceive the
nations once again, and there will be a rebellion
against the Lord that will be quickly defeated
(Revelation 20:7–10). Satan will be cast into the lake
of fire, never to reappear.
After that is the Great White Throne Judgment. All
those in hell will be brought forth, and all the wicked
from all eras of history will be resurrected to stand
before God in a final judgment (Revelation 20:11–15).
The verdicts are read, and all of sinful humanity is
cast into the lake of fire.
Then comes the new Creation. God completely remakes
the heavens and the earth. It is at this time that God
wipes away all tears and there will be no more pain,
death, or sorrow. The New Jerusalem descends from
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heaven, and the children of God will enjoy Eternity
with Him (Revelation 21–22).
This implies that God is not all in all right now.
It's not a lack of unity, so it seems to be a
physical/spiritual relationship that will go back into
one."
The Bible teaches that Gehenna (otherwise called
Tophet) will in the future become holy to the Lord:
Jeremiah 31:40 And the whole valley of the dead bodies,
and of the ashes, and all the fields unto the brook of
Kidron, unto the corner of the horse gate toward the
east, [shall be] holy unto the LORD; it shall not be
plucked up, nor thrown down any more for ever.
'The whole valley of the dead bodies' - The valley of
the son of Hinnom.
'valley of - dead' — Tophet, where the bodies of
malefactors were cast (Isaiah 30:33), south of the city.
'fields' - Kidron — so 2 Kings 23:4. Fields in the
suburbs reaching as far as Kidron, east of the city.
'horse gate' — Through it the king’s horses were led
forth for watering to the brook Kidron (2 Kings 11:16;
Nehemiah 3:28).
'for ever' — The city shall not only be spacious, but
both “holy to the Lord,” that is, freed from all
pollutions, and everlasting (Joel 3:17, Joel 3:20;
Revelation 21:2, Revelation 21:10, Revelation 21:27).
But what about
Revelation 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the
beast and the false prophet [are], and shall be
tormented day and night for ever and ever.
Where it says certain beings will burn in the lake of
fire for ever and ever?
Earlier we showed that the key question to ask
regarding verses like Revelation 20:10, which relate to
God’s future punishment of unbelievers is, ‘Can aion
ever be translated to mean everlasting?’ The clear
biblical answer is: Absolutely not. Aion can never mean
forever, everlasting or eternal when describing God’s
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future judgment of unbelievers or fallen angels, such
as in Revelation 20:10.
We proved that there are Bible passages which
teach that the lost, instead of consciously suffering
in fiery flames throughout eternity, will “burn up”
(Malachi 4:1), become “ashes” (Malachi 4:3), “perish”
(John 3:16), “consume away” (Psalms 37:20), and finally
suffer “the second death” (Revelation 20:14) at the end
of the world. God’s future Lake of Fire is not for the
purpose of eternally tormenting unbelieving humanity,
as is commonly believed. The lake of fire is simply
God’s judgment on unbelievers. They will simply perish
(be destroyed body and soul) after payment of the wrath
they have 'treasurest'.
Romans 2:5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart
treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of
wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God;
Where does the phrase 'eternal damnation' comefrom?
(Review)
Mark 3:29 But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy
Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of
eternal damnation:
Some refer to the "eternal damnation" of the KJV as
proof of eternal punishment. The Greek words apollumi
and krino, correctly translated, mean: appolumi,
"destroy," "lose" (in the active voice) and "perish" or
"be lost" (in the passive); krino, "judge" (in the
active voice), and "am being judged" (in the passive).
The noun derived from apollumi, apoleia, means
"destruction" or "waste." But this word was translated
"damnation" at 2 Peter 2:3 in the KJV, and "damnable"
at 2 Peter 2:1. Apoleia is used in the Textus Receptus
Text in Acts 25:16. This is the text supposedly used by
the King James translators. However, the truth of the
matter, is that the Greek text used by the King's
translators differed with the so-called Textus Receptus
in at least 287 places. (See Facts on the Textus
Receptus and the King James Version by Dr. Allan A.
MacRae and Dr. Robert C. Newman, Biblical School of
Theology, Hatfield, Pa.) They translated apoleia "die."
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It is obvious that any man the Romans delivered to
"die" apoleia, will be resurrected and judged. (See
John 5:28,29; Acts 24:15) Therefore, apeleia cannot
mean "no future life," it cannot mean the ultimate
annihilation of any man. Krino, the word for "judge"
occurs 14 times, and is once rendered damned (2 Thes.
2:12). The noun derived from it, "judgment," occurs 24
times and in seven of these occurrences was translated
"damnation," yet in 13 instances in the same version it
was translated "judgment." Krisis, another form derived
from the verb, and meaning "judging," occurs 49 times
in the Greek text. The translators of the KJV rendered
it "judgment" 41 of those times, "condemnation" 3
times, "damnation" 3 times, and "accusation" twice. All
those judged are not condemned nor are they damned.
Judging involves setting affairs right between two
parties in a suit, deciding an issue, coming to a
conclusion. The English words "damn," "damnation," and
"damned" have no equivalent in the Greek text, and
should not have been used as the translation of any
word appearing there. There is a compound of the word
for "judge," katakrino, "condemn" which occurs 24 times
in the N.T. Twice the KJV translated it "be damned." To
condemn means to judge adversely, but again, the final
state is not in view where the word appears in the
text."
- 'An Analytical Study of Words' by Louis Abbott

If Everlasting Punishment is not Eternal then how can
Life be Eternal? (Matthew 25:46)
Matthew 25:46 Commentary - By Gary Amirault
"Does Eternal Punishment have to be as long as Eternal
life because the adjective “aionios” is used to
describe both punishment and life?
(my highlighting)

"Too

frequently Bible teachers and students take a
small portion of Scripture out of context and build an
entire doctrine on it. This is the case with Matthew
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25:46. In the entire Greek New Testament we find the
Greek words “kolasin aionion” occurring only a single
time. This phrase has been translated “everlasting
punishment” by most of the leading selling English
Bible translations. The very foundation of most of
modern Christianity is built upon salvation FROM
eternal punishment in a place called Hell through faith
in Jesus Christ. Yet the truth of the matter is that
the concept of salvation being deliverance from
“eternal punishment” is utterly false. The concept of
“everlasting punishment” does NOT exist in either the
Hebrew nor the Greek languages of the Christian
Scriptures. Yes, it does exist in “some” leading
selling English Bible translations, but not in the
original languages of the Bible. Many outstanding
Christian scholars are beginning to agree with what the
early believers in Christ knew that salvation through
Jesus Christ was deliverance from DEATH, not from
everlasting life being tormented forever. The wages of
sin have ALWAYS been death, NEVER everlasting
punishment. People who died prior to Christ’s
resurrection were asleep, the dead knew nothing, they
couldn’t praise God, they were unconscious in “Sheol.”
Everyone went to this one place, “Sheol.” Abraham,
Moses, David, the Pharaoh, the King of Babylon and the
street sinner whether Jew or Gentile, their bodies went
into the grave and their soul went to “Sheol.” This was
the understanding the Jews had regarding death until
after the Babylonian captivity. After that time, some
Jews began to write material later named “Apocrypha”
that compartmentalized “Sheol” after the order of the
Zorastrianism found in Persia. These writings are
extra-biblical. The Jews do not have these writings in
their Bible, nor do most Protestant Bibles. However,
these writings did get into the Septuagint (Greek Old
Testament) used by the early church. That is one of the
ways the teaching of Hell entered into Christianity.
But remember, we do NOT find such a concept in the
Torah (Pentateuch, first five books of the Bible). We
do NOT find such a concept in any portion of the law
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given to and through Moses. The Hebrew prophets know of
no such a compartmentalization, nor do we find anything
remotely close to such a thing in the Wisdom writings
of the Old Covenant. Clearly, it is a “tradition of men
which makes the word of God of no effect.” Jesus
rebuked the Jewish leadership of His day for doing that.
Jesus came to empty the place of the dead. The early
church clearly taught that Jesus went into “Sheol,”
preached to those who were disobedient in the days of
Noah and “led captivity captive.” Only the Spirit of
God could bring people out of the grave.
The prophets, Jesus, His apostles and the early
body of Christ clearly taught salvation through Jesus
Christ, and didn't teach Hell, which was a concept
prevalent in the pagan religions surrounding Israel.
That is where some Jews and Christians in a later
period got the teaching of everlasting punishment –
from the pagan religions around the Mediterranean basin,
not from Scripture. In this paper, we looked at the
meaning of the Greek words “kolasin” and “aionion,” the
adjective of the noun “aion.” We also looked at the
context in which this phrase occurs which will help
determine the meaning of the phrase and to whom it
applies.
Miles Coverdale, in the introduction to his Bible
translation made a statement which, if followed, would
greatly aid a student of the Bible in understanding
what is written. Most of the errors in Bible
interpretation stem from neglecting a part of the
following:
“It will greatly help you to understand scripture if
you note – not only what is spoken and written, but of
whom and to whom, with what words, at what time, where,
to what intent, with what circumstances, considering
what goes before and what follows.” (Miles Coverdale in
the introduction to his Bible translation.)
The context of Matthew 25:46 actually places it in
a time when Jesus is not speaking to a general audience;
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He is not speaking to Jewish street sinners; He is
certainly not speaking to the gentiles; He is, in fact,
speaking to His disciples privately and we, the readers,
are listening in. The exchange with His disciples in
Matthew chapter 25 capped off a very long day in Jesus’
life. It is unclear in the gospel of Matthew when the
day actually began. It could have begun in Matthew
chapter 22 or 23. In any event, in all of these
chapters, Jesus is making a very startling and
irritating point: the religious and Jewish political
leadership of His day was utterly corrupt. Judgment was
at the door. God was about to take the kingdom of God
away from the Jews and give it to another who would
bear fruit, not like Israel which bore no good fruit.
The Jewish leadership consisting of Pharisees,
Sadducees, lawyers (Bible experts), and scribes were
all corrupt according to Jesus. This generation was
about to be judged and found wanting and the kingdom of
God would be given to another nation.
Understand that in Matthew chapter 23, where Jesus
warned the multitudes not to be like their religious
leadership who put burdens upon the poor which they are
not willing to carry themselves. When Jesus spoke to
the “multitudes,” one must remember that most of the
Jews, especially in Galilee, were very poor. There
essentially was no middle class. It is hard for Western
Christians to identify with the times in which Jesus
lived. There were the very rich and there were the very
poor. Jesus rebuked the rich and fed, healed and taught
the poor. From the Jewish leadership’s point of view,
the poor were poor because they were sinners. The poor
were being punished by God for not being “righteous”
like they were. So when Jesus ate and drank with them,
He was eating with trash, according to the religious
leadership.
It is hard for most American Christians to imagine,
but most of Church history in Europe was very much like
the days of Israel. In whatever country you lived,
there was the one national church of that country. You
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were either a part of it or you had to leave. Freedom
of religion was unheard of. And you were either very
well off or very poor. The middle class we see all
around us virtually didn’t exist. There were the
royalty (God ordained, of course) and priests on the
one hand and there were the poor peasants on the other.
Picture, your church with the middle class removed. The
pastor, choir director, and other high leadership very
well off. Special seating for the political and
military leadership who were also very well off. The
rest of the people were pretty much poor. They had no
say in anything including in religion and just barely
survived. On top of that the church demanded that they
pay 10 percent of the little that they had to the
church. Plus there were the building drives, special
speaker offerings, missionary offerings, etc. Dear
brothers and sisters in the Lord, there are many
believers in Christ who are in this exact position
today and their number is increasing as the middle
class continues to shrink in America.
Understand that the contexts of all of these verses
at the end of the book of Matthew relate to the nation
of Israel, its leadership and people. Of course one may
make application of the principles found in these
verses to modern times, but first let us see their
application to the people to whom they were first
spoken. Personally, I believe the modern church is
presently much closer to the condition of Israel in the
first century than most church leadership would care to
acknowledge. So then, let us first see these verses in
the context of the time in which Jesus preached
remembering “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.” (Matt. 15:24) Also, Jesus speaking to
his disciples said, “Do not go among the Gentiles or
enter any town of the Samaritans. Go rather to the lost
sheep of Israel.” (Matt. 10:5, 6) Keep this in mind as
you read these dialogues.
The conversation began after Jesus left the temple
where He railed at the religious leadership of His day.
In Matthew 23 we find some of the harshest language
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Jesus employed. This language was NOT aimed at the
average citizen. Nor was it aimed at the heathen
nations surrounding Israel. It was, in fact, aimed at
the Jewish leadership, the Pharisees, scribes, and
lawyers. Among Jesus' descriptive words for the Jewish
leadership of His generation was "blind guides,
hypocrites, den of snakes, sons of Gehenna (the local
city dump translated Hell by some translations), whitewashed tombs and fools. After a thorough thrashing
Jesus declared to them, "I send you prophets, wise men,
and scribes: some of them you will kill and crucify,
and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues
and persecute from city to city, that on you may come
all the righteous bloodshed on the earth, from the
blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, son
of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and
the altar. Assuredly, I say to you, all these things
will come upon THIS generation.” (not some generation
1,000 or 2,000 years later.) (Matthew 23:34-36)
It is vitally important to note that it is a
specific generation to whom He is speaking and that He
was sending these men (apostles and prophets) to that
very generation so that judgment could come upon
it. He spoke these words in the temple in Jerusalem.
He then departed from the temple "And His disciples
came up to show Him the buildings of the temple."
(Matthew 24:1)
Then Jesus made a statement which must have made
the disciples’ hearts (who still had a lot of ego
working in them) drop. The disciples were gloating over
these brand new buildings because they thought they
were going to rule and reign with Jesus IN these very
buildings. Jesus told them, "Do you not see all these
things? Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone shall be
left here upon another, that shall not be thrown down."
(Matthew 24:2) It is vitally important throughout this
whole discourse to understand that Jesus is speaking
ALL of these things to a specific people who lived at
THAT time, NOT to some people far removed from this
whole scene. When Jesus said "Take heed that no one
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deceive you," (Matthew 24:4) Jesus was speaking to His
disciples, NOT some future generation! ALL of what
Jesus referenced occurred within the very generation He
was addressing! All those buildings to which Jesus was
referring were destroyed within the very generation to
which He was speaking.
After rebuking the entire religious leadership of
His day, Jesus wept over Jerusalem, the central city of
sacrifice of the entire nation, a city filled with
thousands of priests. He said it was a city that always
killed God’s messengers, the prophet, and it would now
become desolate. “Fill up, then, the measure of your
fathers’ guilt. Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you
escape the condemnation of hell (Greek: Gehenna, the
local city dump off the Southwest wall of Jerusalem, a
place for utterly worthless things where criminals were
often thrown to be burned up)?” (Matt. 23:32, 33, NKJV)
This was an insult of insults from a Jewish point of
view. Most respected people had extravagant funerals to
show how important their lives were. Jesus was telling
the respected of Jerusalem that their lives were
worthless. After Jesus said this, they departed from
the temple area, went up to the Mount of Olives which
allows a grand view of the entire city, especially the
temple. The disciples must have been shocked at what
Jesus prophesied regarding Jerusalem and its people.
Therefore they asked Him basically when was all this
going to happen and what kind of signs would there be
to prepare for such a horrible time.
In Matthew chapter 24, Jesus prophesied what was
about to take place. I realize dispensationalists chop
this chapter into all kinds of nonsensical pieces,
leaving parts of it for that time period and other
parts for a “rapture” thousands of years later, but
that is all utter nonsense. The disciples clearly
expected these things to occur in their own time and
they did, PERFECTLY. A careful reading of Josephus’
“War of the Jews” reveals EVERYTHING Jesus foretold in
these verses were perfectly fulfilled within that very
generation of Jews Jesus said would be judged. So when
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Jesus spoke of wars and rumors of wars, nations rising
against one another, earthquakes and famines, being
delivered up to tribulation and hated by all nations,
false prophets, the abomination of desolation as spoken
by the mouth of Daniel, one need go no further than the
60’s and 70’s of the first century, the exact
generation in which Jesus said these signs would occur.
If the reader would simply read the last chapters of
Matthew as if he/she were a disciple of Jesus living in
the fourth decade of the first century of the Common
Era (A.D.) AND read Josephus’ “War of the Jews,” these
chapters be filled with light which the traditional
modern day interpretations do not give forth. A modern
Christian does not have to live under the fear of
fleeing to the mountains, looking for the signs of the
Great Tribulation or wondering if you will be “Left
Behind” during some wild “rapture” of the saints.
"I want to point out one of the critical mistakes
we, Christians, often make due to faulty or archaic
Bible translations. The King James Bible has the
disciples ask Jesus privately, "Tell us, when shall
these things be and what shall be the sign of Thy
coming, and of the end of the world?" (Matthew 24:3;
KJV) The word "world" in this passage is the Greek word
"aion" which means "age" NOT the physical world. If
Jesus meant "world" he would have used the word
"cosmos." Because the King James Bible mistranslated
this word "aion" several different WRONG ways, it has
caused several different doctrinal problems. The Bible
in its Greek form actually speaks of at least 5 "ages,"
NOT two worlds, the world destroyed by water and the
world to be destroyed by fire. There are ages (plural)
past (Col. 1:26 and Eph. 3:9), the present age in which
the writers of the New Testament were living (Luke
20:34,35, Rom. 12:2, Eph. 1:21, Titus 2:12, etc.) and
at least two future ages to come (Eph. 2:7). Matthew
24:3 in the King James version does NOT refer to the
end of the physical world, it refers to the end of the
Jewish "age" which ended at the destruction of the
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Temple and its priesthood in 70AD. The generation of
Jews to which Jesus came was the last generation of
Jews born under the Old Covenant which was about to
pass away.
The form of "aion" in Matthew 25:46 is an
adjective. Anadjective is a form of a word indicating
possession or pertaining to. For example, hourly
pertains to "an hour." Clearly, when one studies Olam
and aion, it makes much more sense that it is an
indeterminate period of time rather than eternity.
Mistranslation of "olam" as "forever" and "everlasting"
in the Old Testament has given us contradictions in our
modern Bibles. The Mosaic Covenant is described as
"everlasting" while the book of Hebrews tells us it is
has been abolished. Solomon's Temple was to be
"everlasting" yet it is no more. So, too, the Levitical
Priesthood which has been replaced by the Melchizedek
Priesthood. If these occurrences of "olam" had been
translated correctly, we would NOT have these glaring
contradictions in our Bibles. So then, Aion is an
indeterminate period of time which we do not know the
end of until it occurs.
An adjective CANNOT have a greater meaning than the
noun from which it is derived. Hourly, for example,
cannot pertain to a week, or month, or year. The "ly"
indicates it belongs to an "hour." So too with
"aionIOS" The "ios" ending tells us that it pertains to
"aion" that is, an indeterminate period of TIME.
This amount of time can vary greatly, but it still
must remain within the parameters of time. G. Campbell
Morgan, as well as other great Bible scholars have told
us that the Bible does NOT speak of "eternity" as we
use the term. And why should it? It's a history of
God's dealings with man here on earth which is in the
realm of time and space.
Jesus described "eternal life" thusly:
"And this is eternal (aionian) life (zoen), that they
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may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom
You have sent." (John 17:3)
Isn't it rather strange that MOST of the church
believes one can "lose" their "eternal life" and yet
they will fight tooth and nail that "aionian" means
"eternal." So they fight insisting "aionios" means
"eternal," and then turn right around and make this
"eternal" life, a kind of life which can be lost! Talk
about foolish religious contradictions!
"Aionion Zoen, translated by some of the more
accurate translations with "age-lasting life" "ageduring life," "life of the ages," or "eonian life"
emphasize that Jesus is not only interested in
redeeming everything lost, but those who have been
brought into the kingdom in this dispensation, should
taste and experience some of the reality of His life
right now. It should manifest! We should be able to get
to know more and more each day the reality of Him
because we have a relationship with Him beyond words on
a page in a Bible. The mistranslation of the word
aionion to "eternal" has robbed millions of Christians
of the fact that God wants us to experience His life
now. Most Christians think of "eternal life" as
something we get after we die. This is sad, because as
a result of this concept, we are not manifesting a
quality of life that we should presently be walking in.
"Righteousness" is not just being moral. His peace far
exceeds being calm during tough times. And His joy
leaves the "happiness" the world lusts for, far behind.
The fruit of the Spirit unfortunately for many
Christians are empty words memorized in a Bible study.
A proper understanding of "aionion zoen" will restore
to us a key to "knowing" Jesus Christ, the Savior of
the Whole World and His Father. The reality of this
"life" which He gave us, will speak much more to the
inhabitants of this world than words 'about' Jesus."
<http://ponderingconfusion.com/papers.php?id=words#LinkTarget_1149>

Another thing to note about adjectives is that they
often take on some of their meaning from the noun they
are describing. For example, one would NOT expect a
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"small" ring to be the same size as a "small" house
even though the same adjective is used to describe the
nouns “ring” and “house.” The adjective “small” gets
some of its force from the noun to which it is
connected. Why then should "aionian" punishment have to
be of the same duration as "aionian" zoen (Divine life)?
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Aionian may take on a greater force because it is
connected to "zoen" which is “God-life.” It is as
incorrect to assume that “aionian punishment” must be
as long as "aionian zoen" as it is to force a house to
become the size as a ring simply because they are both
described by the same adjective, “small.” The Bible
plainly tells us that God's anger WILL come to an end.
“Aionian” punishment is NOT eternal.
"For I will not contend forever, nor will I always be
angry; for the spirit would fail before Me, and the
souls which I have made." Isaiah 57:16
The word "zoen" in Matthew 25:46 has given the word
"aionian" a greater value, so to speak. It is
exegetically false to assume the same value must be
applied to the word punishment (kolasin) simply because
the adjective “aionian” are used with both phrases. As
seen from above, certain scriptures makes it abundantly
clear, God’s punishment WILL come to an end despite
what many church leaders teach. To continuously punish
someone infinitely for a crime committed in finite time
is not only unjust, it's downright demonic. It totally
violates all of our sense of justice. No wonder most
people are unwilling to come to Jesus for judgment.
They do not see Him nor His Father as righteous judges.
The Roman Catholics are taught to go to Mary because
Jesus and His Father are too harsh. Mary is used to
soften the Father and Son us for us. This is the kind
of false teaching which has crept into the church
because of this gross misrepresentation of God as a
judge Who will give over unbelievers and sinful
Christians to unending torture.
In the Greek Septuagint (the Greek version of the Old
Testament), in Hab. 3:6, we find “everlasting mountains”
and “everlasting God” within the same verse. If we use
the same logic and reasoning that traditionalists use
in Matt. 25:46, God must not be able to live any longer
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than mountains on earth. We know that the mountains are
NOT everlasting. It is a mistranslation of olam, the
Hebrew counterpart of the Greek aion. Both adjectives
describe things in time, space, and matter. God is Lord
over creation, but He is beyond even that. True
eternity is something higher than creation. That the
Bible calls Yahweh the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
does NOT preclude the fact that He is also the God of
Israel, the God of Judah, or the God of the whole earth.
He is all these which fall into the realm of the
“everlasting God,” that is, the “God of the ages.” But
He is still more than all that.
Below is a list of Scriptures which clearly show that
many of our leading selling English translations have
mistranslated the Greek word “aion” and its Hebrew
counterpart “olam.” Surely the Hebrews and Greeks had
something entirely different in mind when using these
words than how we understand the English words
“eternal,” “everlasting,” “for ever and ever,” etc.:
Sodom's fiery judgment is "eternal" (Jude 7), that is-until--God "will restore the fortunes of Sodom"
(Ez.16:53-55);
Israel's "affliction is incurable" (Jer. 30:12), that
is until the Lord "will restore health" and heal her
wounds (Jer. 30:17);
The sin of Samaria "is incurable" (Mic. 1:9) that is
until Lord "will restore ... the fortunes of Samaria."
(Ez. 16:53);
Ammon is to become a "wasteland forever" and "rise no
more" (Zeph. 2:9, Jer. 25:27) that is until the Lord
will "restore the fortunes of the Ammonites" (Jer.
49:6);
An Ammonite or Moabite is forbidden to enter the Lord's
congregation "forever", that is until the tenth
generation (Deut. 23:3):
Habakkuk tells us of mountains that were "everlasting",
that is until they "were shattered" Hab. 3:6);
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The fire for Israel's sin offering (of a ram without
blemish) is never to be put out. It shall
be ”perpetual" that is until Christ, the Lamb of God,
dies for our sins. We now have a better covenant
established on better promises (Lev. 6:12-13, Heb.
8:6-13);
God's waves of wrath roll over Jonah "forever," that
is--until--the Lord delivers him from the large fish's
belly on the third day (Jonah 2:6,10; 1: 17);
Egypt and Elam will "rise no more" (Jer. 25:27) until
the Lord will "restore the fortunes of Egypt" (Ez.
29:14) and "restore the fortunes of Elam" (Jer. 49:39).
"Moab is destroyed" (Jer. 48:4, 42) until the Lord
"will restore the fortunes of Moab" (Jer. 48:47);
Israel's judgment lasts "forever" until the Spirit is
poured out and God restores it (Isa. 32:13-15).
So, narrow is the way to life and few find it, that is
until His church confiscates the "strong man's" booty,
setting the captives free so God becomes all in all
(Isa. 61, Luke 11:21-22, Matt. 7:13; 16:18, 1 Cor.
15:24-28);
God is now calling out "a people for His name"- an
"elect" or chosen priesthood people who will represent
and reflect His loving nature. Many are called and few
are chosen—that is, until the small chosen priesthood
people, by the Spirit, restore "David's tabernacle" so
ALL mankind may inquire of the Lord. Thus we see that
the church is the first-born, the
beginning - until - in ALL (later born new creatures in
Christ) our Lord will have supremacy (Amos 9:11-12,
Matt. 22:14, Acts 15:14-18, Eph. 3:15, Col. 1 18).
All manner of sin will be forgiven in this AGE as well
as in the AGE (not eternity) to come, except blasphemy
against God's Spirit until such blasphemy finds pardon
in the fullness of the times (or ages) when God unites
all in Christ. For the Lord does not retain His anger
forever because He delights in mercy (Matt. 12:32;
18:11,21-22, Eph. 1:9-11, Rev. 4:11; 5:13, Mic.
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7:18-20). (Much of the above list was provided by
Charles Slagle)
Our justice systems, as faulty as they are,
attempt to fit the punishment to the crime. There are
many different forms and lengths of punishment to
satisfy our moral sense of justice. But according to
modern Christendom, all crimes (sins) committed here on
earth will receive the same punishment AND it will be
far more severe than the most cruel tyrants of the
world have inflicted upon mankind. Modern Christian
justice has NOT made God a just judge, it has made Him
out to be the most barbaric of dictators this world has
ever seen. Hitler would be a saint compared to the
image of God as judge the church has portrayed of Him.
The Hebrew word Olam is the equivalent of the Greek
Word "aion." If olam meant "forever," why do we find
constructs which tell us there is a "beyond" this
"forever," as in Exodus 15:18. When we look at the
Latin in this case, we begin to see how this great
error came into our vulgar translations. The Latin
Vulgate reads "Dominus regnabit in aeturnum et ultra,"
"The Lord will reign unto (or into) eternity and
beyond." How is such a thing possible?
If aion means eternity, why does this word appear
in the plural form? Why does it appear in double
constructs such as aion of the aion, aion of the aions,
and aions of the aions? Is Greek such a confusing
language that one can take several different variations
of the same word and simple stick them all under
"everlasting" or "forever and ever" or is Greek much
more exact than our modern Bible translators make it
appear to be? When one looks at all the different forms
of this Greek word and how many of our modern
translations have rendered this word, it becomes quite
apparent to the neutral observer that some twisting of
meanings has been going on. "Aionas ton aionon," for
example is rendered "for ever AND ever" by many leading
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Bible translations. Ask a scholar what the meaning of
"ton" is. You will NEVER hear one say it means "and."
This should have correctly been translated "of the" and
NOT "and." This is just one of many examples that many
translators have been translating according to
tradition, rather than what the Greek and Hebrew means.
The first revision of the King James Bible, the Revised
Version and the American Version, made many corrections
in the text and placed many corrections in the margins.
Due to subsequent pressure from the Fundamentalists,
they have since removed all of the marginal notes which
would aid one to seeing that the King James translation
was NOT true to the original Greek. Go find a 1901
American Standard. You will see these corrections in
the margins.
Just in case the reader thinks that these thoughts are
simply the words of a dimwit who doesn't understand the
original languages of the Bible, here are a few quotes
from leading scholars on the same subject:
Dr. R.F. Weymouth, a translator who was adept in
Greek, states in The New Testament in Modern Speech (p.
657), “Eternal, Greek aeonian, i.e., of the
ages: Etymologically this adjective, like others
similarly formed does not signify, “during” but
“belonging to” the aeons or ages.”
Dr. Marvin Vincent, in his Word Studies of the
New Testament (vol. IV, p. 59): “The
adjective aionios in like manner carries the idea of
time. Neither the noun nor the adjective IN THEMSELVES
carries the sense of “endless” or
“everlasting.” Aionios means enduring through or
pertaining to a period of time. Out of the 150
instances in the LXX (Septuagint), four-fifths imply
limited duration.” (Editor’s note: the rest of the time
aionios takes on a greater meaning from the noun to
which it is connected, usually God Himself or heaven.)
Dr. F.W. Farrar, author of The Life of Christ and
The Life and Work of St. Paul, as well as books about
Greek grammar and syntax, writes in The Eternal Hope (p.
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198), “That the adjective is applied to some things
which are “endless” does not, of course, for one moment
prove that the word itself meant ‘endless;’ and to
introduce this rendering into many passages would be
utterly impossible and absurd.” In his book, Mercy and
Judgment, Dr. Farrar states (p. 378), “Since aion meant
‘age,’ aionios means, properly, ‘belonging to an age,’
or ‘age-long,’ and anyone who asserts that it must mean
‘endless’ defends a position which even Augustine
practically abandoned twelve centuries ago. Even if
aion always meant ‘eternity,’ which is not the case in
classic or Hellenistic Greek–aionios could still mean
only ‘belonging to eternity’ and not ‘lasting through
it.’
Lange’s Commentary American Edition (vol. V, p.
48), on Ecclesiastes chapter 1 verse 4,
in commenting upon the statement “The earth abideth
forever” says, “The preacher, in contending with the
universalist, or restorationist, would commit an error,
and, it may be, suffer a failure in his argument,
should he lay the whole stress of it on the
etymological or historical significance of the words,
aion, aionios, and attempt to prove that, of themselves,
they necessarily carry the meaning of endless
duration.” On page 45 of the same work, Dr. Taylor
Lewis says: “The Greek ‘aiones’ and ‘aiones ton
aionon,’ the Latin ‘secula,’ and ‘secula seculorum,’
the Old Saxon or Old English of Wicliffe or our more
modern phrase, ‘for ever and ever,’ wherever the German
ewig, was originally a noun denoting age or a vast
period, just like the Greek, Latin, and Hebrew words
corresponding to it."
ETERNAL AND SECULAR
"Seculum is defined in Latin dictionaries as
meaning a generation, an age, the world, the times, the
spirit of the times, and a period of a hundred years.
That which is secular pertains to the present world,
especially to the world as not spiritual. In French the
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word has come to mean a century, besides meaning age,
time, period, and world (siecle). The future siecle is
the "life to come." In the French Bible, "for the eons
of the eons" is rendered by "to the siecles of the
siecles," following the Latin Vulgate. The other
Romance languages follow the same construction, Italian
using secoli, and Spanish siglos. Irish and Gaelic use
saoghal, Roumanian uses seculi, and even Basque has
secula. That is to say, Bibles in these languages
render the corrupt "for ever and ever" correctly, or
nearly so.
Seculum is sometimes derived from the same root
that gives "sequel," meaning time as "following."
Before the rise of words to express eternity, time was
viewed as flowing onwards, generation following
generation into the dim future. Others derive seculum
from the root that gives section, as meaning time cut
off, divided, or decided.
Long ago in Rome, periodic games were held, which
were called "secular" games. Herodian, the historian,
writing in Greek about the end of the second or
beginning of the third century, calls these "eonian"
games. In no sense were the games eternal. Eonian did
not mean eternal any more than a seculum meant eternity.
Among the many inscriptions in the Catacombs of Rome is
one to the memory of a girl of fifteen years who had
died. It is inscribed to "Aurelia, our sweetest
daughter, who departed from the seculum" (or world,quae de saeculo recessit). Some of the old Roman
writers use the word in the sense of the utmost
lifetime of man, a century. It may be said that every
hundred years the race of man is completely changed.
Some people change little within a generation, but
after a hundred years the entire physical appearance of
the race has altered.
The famous Council of Trent, in Italy, sitting
from 1545 to 1563, decreed that "This same ancient and
Vulgate edition, which by the long use of so many
centuries has been approved in the church itself, is to
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be held authentic in public readings, disputations,
sermons and expositions; and no one is to dare or
presume to reject it under any pretext whatever." The
word used for "centuries" is saeculorum, seculums.
Trajan, who was emperor of Rome from 98 to 117 A.D.,
wrote to Pliny regarding the conviction of those who
professed the Christian faith. Such were not to be
specially sought out or hunted, yet if accused and
convicted must bear the punishment. He adds that
accusations against them which were not signed were not
to be accepted on any account, as this was the "very
worst example that could be shown, and pertains not to
our seculum."
Tertullian, born about 160 A.D., in one of his
many writings, referred to "a mighty shock impending
over the entire world, and the conclusion of the
seculum itself."
Lactantius, born about 260 A. D., speaks of the
"learned ones of this seculum." Eusebius, the historian
of the early Church, born about 265 A.D., gives an
account of the trial of certain martyrs from Africa in
the year 180. The martyrs showed a most indomitable
spirit when interrogated by the proconsul. Speratus,
their leader, replied, "The empire of this seculum
(world) I do not recognize." The proconsul pressed them
to take thirty days to reconsider. Speratus replied,
"In a matter so straightforward there is no
reconsideration." Eusebius goes on to relate that the
martyrs would reign with God through "all the seculums
of the seculums."
Writing about "Our Lord's Miracles," Eusebius
alludes to "magicians who have ever existed throughout
the seculums." This is a reference to past ages.
These examples are sufficient to show that seculum was
used very much as the Greek aiõn. No case can be cited
in which it, refers to endless time.
We shall now consider its usage by Jerome in the
Latin Vulgate Version. Those who maintain that the
Greek aiõn signifies eternity or "for ever" would do
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well to consider very carefully Jerome's renderings
from Greek into Latin. Out of about 130 occurrences of
eon in the Greek New Testament, Jerome renders by
seculum 101 times, while he uses aeternum 27 times. If
by the latter word he meant eternity, he is very
inconsistent. It is to the Latin versions that we must
look for the origin of the pernicious system, or rather
lack of system, of giving to the Greek eon two diverse
meanings. In every occurrence in the Unveiling, of the
expression "for the eons of the eons," Jerome has, "for
the seculums of the seculums," which Wycliffe, with
studied carefulness, rendered by "in to worldis of
worldis," just as five hundred years before Wiclif's
time the Old English glosses of Latin manuscripts gave
"world" for seculum. The following are some of the
expressions used by Jerome: "from the seculum," "from
the seculums," "for the seculum," "for the seculums,"
"before the seculums," "this seculum," "that seculum,"
"the consummation of the seculum," "the consummation of
the seculums," "the ends of the seculums," "in the
seculum of the seculum," "the future seculum," "the
coming seculum," "the impending seculums," "the seculum
of this world." In Jude 25 he renders by, "before the
entire seculum, and now, and for all the seculums of
the seculums." Wycliffe here has, "bifor alle worldis
and now and in to alle worldis of worldis."
John Wycliffe Bible 1382:
Jude 25 "bi Jhesu Christ oure Lord, be glorie, and
magnefiyng, empire, and power, bifore alle worldis,
`and now and in to alle worldis of worldis. Amen."
Tyndale, coming one hundred and fifty years after
Wycliffe, has the utterly inadequate and bald and
totally erroneous "now and for ever," although the
Rheims version (1582 A.D.) has, "befoer al worldes, and
now and for al worldes evermore."
In Eph.2:2, Jerome has "the seculum of this world"
(C.V. "the eon of this world"). Wycliffe did not
understand this, and originated the guess, "the course
of this world," which was slavishly copied by those who
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came after him. Turning to the Greek word eonian, which
occurs seventy times in the New Testament, Jerome does
not render about three quarters of them by the word
secular, and one quarter by eternal, but no less than
sixty-five times does he use the latter (aeternum),
while secular he uses only twice (2 Tim.1:9 and Titus
1:2), "before times secular" (ante tempora saecularia).
As forty-three of the seventy occurrences refer to life,
he was unable to say, "secular life," and therefore
invariably puts "eternal life."
We thus see that Jerome's renderings of the Greek
aiõn completely shake our confidence in him here. By
his inconsistency he really contradicts himself. Had
Jerome been as consistent in rendering the Greek into
Latin as Wycliffe was in rendering Jerome into English,
we should never have had our Authorized Version in its
present form. In every case where Jerome uses seculum
to represent the Greek aiõn, Wycliffe uses "world,"
while in place of Jerome's eternum for this word,
Wycliffe always has "without end." For this adjective,
eonian, Wycliffe well nigh invariably for Jerome's
eternum puts everlasting.
"An examination of Jerome's (Gallican) version of
the Psalms from the Greek Septuagint reveals further
strange inconsistencies. Generally speaking, he renders
the Greek "for the eon" (eis ton aiõna) by "into
eternity" (in aeternum), while the compound occurrences
of eon, such as "for the eon of the eon," he renders by
"for the seculum of the seculum." It was not expedient
for him to say, "into the eternity of the eternity," or
"into the eternities." The expression "for the eons"
(eis tous aiõnas) he was obliged to render "for the
seculums" (in saecula), as in Psalm 61:4; 72:17. In the
same way, in Psalm 145:13 he renders by "a kingdom of
all seculums," which corresponds to the Hebrew and the
Greek and the A.V. margin.
In keeping with these apparent rules, he renders
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the compound Greek expression, "for the eon and for the
eon of the eon," by the Latin "into eternity and into
the seculum of the seculum" (in aeternum et in saeculum
saeculi), as in Psa.9:5; 10: 16; 45:17; 48:14; 52:8;
and 148:6. Yet the same Greek expression, "for the eon,
and for the eon of the eon," he renders simply by "into
eternity" in 72:19, while it is rendered in 119:44;
145:1,2, 21, by "into the seculum, and into the seculum
of the seculum." Exceptions to the seeming rule are
found in 44:8, 52:9, and 75:9, where the Greek "for the
eon" is rendered "into seculum" (in saeculum), while in
73:12 it is rendered "in seculum" (in saeculo). In the
last mentioned verse, even Jerome could not bring
himself to believe that the ungodly prospered "for
eternity." In Psa.90:2 he renders the Greek "from the
eon till the eon" (A.V. "from everlasting to
everlasting Thou art God") by "from seculum and till
seculum." Yet the very same Greek expression he renders
in 103:17 by "from eternity and till eternity" (ab
aeterno et usque in aeternum). Probably Jerome was only
translating after the system of the Old Latin version,
which had existed for two hundred years before his time.
If that is so, he must have had serious misgivings, if
in aeternum meant "for eternity" or "into eternity." In
Micah 5:2, where the Old Latin had "from the days of
seculum," Jerome altered to "from the days of eternity"
(a diebus aeternitatis)."
The Rev. Bennet, in his “Olam Hanneshamoth” (p.
44) , says, “The primary nature of olam is ‘hidden,’ and
both as to past and future denotes a duration that is
unknown.” “Olam” is the Hebrew word corresponding to
the Greek word “aion.” The Greek Septuagint (a Greek
translation of the Hebrew Scriptures) renders the
Hebrew word “olam” as “aion” or it’s adjective
“aionios.”
The Parkhurst Lexicon: “Olam (aeon) seems to be used
much more for an indefinite than
for an infinite time.”
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Dr. MacKnight: “I must be so candid as to acknowledge
that the use of these terms
‘forever,’ ‘eternal,’ ‘everlasting,’ shows that they
who understand these words in a limited sense when
applied to punishment put no forced interpretation upon
them.”
Dr. Nigel Turner, in Christian Words, says (p. 457),
“All the way through it is never
feasible to understand aionios as everlasting.”
The Pulpit Commentary, vol. 15, p. 485, says, “It is
possible that ‘aeonian’ may denote
merely indefinite duration without the connotation of
never ending.”
"The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, vol. 4, p.
643, says, “The O.T. and the N.T. are
not acquainted with conception of eternity as
timelessness.” Page 644: “The O.T. has not developed
a special term for eternity.” Page 645: “The use of
the word aion in the N.T. is determined very much by
the O.T. and the LXX.Aion means long, distant,
uninterrupted time. The intensifying plural occurs
frequently in the N.T. ...but it adds no new meaning.
Dr. Lammenois, a man adept with languages, states, “In
Hebrew and Greek the words
rendered ‘everlasting’ have not this sense. They
signify a long duration of time, a period; whence the
phrase, during these eternities and beyond.”
We could add many more scholars to the above list who
believe that “everlasting punishment” is NOT the true
translation of “aionian kolasin.” The following Bible
translations have broken tradition with the King James
family of Bibles which include the AS, ASV, NASB, NIV,
NRSV, Amplified, Living Translation, etc. The following
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English Bible translations have translated “aion” in
such a manner that God’s punishment does NOT contradict
a God whose love and mercy truly endures forever and is
unconditional for all Mankind.
Translation of the New Testament from the Original
Greek Humbly Attempted by Nathaniel Scarlett Assisted
by Men of Piety & Literature with notes, 1798:
“And These will go away into onian punishment: but the
righteous into onian life.”
The New Testament by Abner Kneeland, 1823:
“And these shall go away into aionian punishment*: but
the righteous into aionian life.”
*The word here rendered “punishment,” properly
signifiescorrection inflicted for the benefit of the
offender.
The word “aionian” is explained in the preface : which
see.
The New Covenant by Dr. J.W. Hanson, 1884:
“And these shall go away into onian chastisement, and the just into onian
life.”
Young’s Literal Translation of the Holy Bible, 1898:
“And these shall go away to punishment age-during, but the righteous to
life age-during.”
The Holy Bible in Modern English, 1903
“And these He will dismiss into a long correction, but
the well-doers to an enduring life.”
The New Testament in Modern Speech, 1910:
“And these shall go away into the Punishment 1 of the Ages, but the
righteous into the Life 1 of the Ages.”
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1.[Of the Ages] Greek “aeonian.”
A Critical Paraphrase of the New Testament by Vincent T. Roth, 1960
“And these shall go away into age-continuing punishment, but the righteous
into life age-continuing.”
The Restoration of Original Sacred Name Bible, 1976

“And these shall go away into age-abiding *correction, but the righteous
into **age-abiding life.”
The twentieth Century New Testament, 1900

“And these last will go away ‘into onian punishment, but the righteous ‘into
onian life.”
The People’s New Covenant, 1925
“And these will depart into age-continuing correction, but the righteous, into
age-continuing life.”
Emphatic Diaglott, 1942 edition

“And these shall go forth to the aionian 1 cutting-off; but the RIGHTEOUS
to aionian Life.”
The New Testament of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Anointed, 1958

“And these shall go away into agelasting cutting-off and the just into
agelasting life.”
The New Testament, a Translation, 1938

“And these will go away into eonian correction, but the righteous into
eonian life.”
The New Testament, A New Translation, 1980
“Then they will begin to serve a new period of suffering; but God’s faithful
will enter upon their heavenly life.”
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Concordant Literal New Testament, 1983
And these shall be coming away into chastening eonian, yet the just into
life eonian.”
Rotherham Emphasized Bible, 1959
“And these shall go away into age-abiding correction, But the righteous into
age-abiding life.”
"There are several other translations which do NOT
contain the concept of “everlasting punishment,” but I
could not get my hands on copies of them to give the
exact rendering. In addition to these Bibles, there are
a number of other Bibles like the King James Companion
Bible and the Newberry Reference Bible which give
enough information in the footnotes and appendages to
make it clear to the reader that “everlasting
punishment” is a clear MIStranslation. Even the
original revision of the King James Bible, the Revised
Version and the American Standard, had marginal
readings which showed that “aion” literally meant “age.”
Subsequent revisions of the King James Bible have
removed those marginal notes. Apparently, the
fundamentalist and evangelical movements were not
reading for honest translating; they still clung to the
“traditions of men” and “doctrines of demons.” But this
hideous teaching, which makes God’s Unconditional Love
an outright mockery, will one day be removed from every
translation in the world. Surely that day will come.
I leave the reader with a Scripture which should settle
the matter regarding God's judgments versus mercy.
"Mercy shall triumph (exalt over) judgment." James 2:13
It is a vengeful, angry, hypocritical, and selfish
person who desires "eternal punishment" for those whom
THEY deem worthy of such cruelties, not God.
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It should be noted that even if the word “aionios”
actually could mean “eternal,” in some contexts, as far
as Matthew 25:46 is concerned, the most one could make
of the phrase is “correction or chastening pertaining
to eternity.” This is how scholars like William Barclay,
who believed in universal salvation dealt with this
word. He believed “eternal punishment or chastisement
was simply the punishment or correction that pertained
to eternity. This still does not prove a hell of
endless torture. A loving Father knows how to bring
correction to His children without consigning them to
an endless torture chamber. Tyrants and a few demented
earthly parents may do such things to their children.
But for Christians to ascribe such activity to the
Creator of all mankind is simply terribly misguided
thinking.
"I have come that you might have life, and more
abundantly." (John 10:10)"

The Chiasm
The Pairing Process
The key to unlocking the chiastic structures in the Bible is to see
the repetitions as they occur and then make sense out of the patterns. In
reading Mark 2:27 I saw the words ‘sabbath’ and ‘sabbath’ occurring in
the same verse.
RR

Mark 2:27 And he said unto them,
A The sabbath
B was made for man,
B’and not man
A’ for the sabbath:

This central emphasis in this chiasm emphasizes ‘man
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This approach to outlining chiastic structure is to employ repeating
numbers or alphabetical characters (which is traditional: A, B, X, B', A'),
and thus conforming to the very thought structure of the literary device.

More on how To Find Chiasmus
Make a preview of what appears to be a unit.
Use a pencil or pen while observing to write down any observations.
Writing down one's observations is beneficial for several reasons, not
the least of which it impresses them upon one's mind. Writing is a great
aid to memory.
There are two primary approaches in the observation of a passage of
Scripture.
*One type of observation begins with a detailed noting of particulars
and proceeds to the observation of the whole.
This is the usual process followed in the reading of a passage, for it
involves beginning from the beginning and moving term by term, phrase
by phrase, and clause by clause to the conclusion.
* The second kind of observation begins with a survey of the whole,
progresses to the noting of particulars, and moves finally to a synthesis
of the particulars. Both of these types are valid and useful.
1) Make a study of its components or what looks to be its components.
In recording detailed components, list them so as to make them
distinct from each other.
Use some means, such as underlining or encircling, to indicate
major observations of movements, parts, and sections.
Look for Common Themes. Look for some sort change in the narrative.
Many times in a narrative, the turning point is the center of the chiasm.
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A chiasm organizes themes much like a sandwich: A) a piece of
bread on top, B) mustard, C) a piece of meat, C') another piece of meat,
B') more mustard, and finally A') another piece of bread on the bottom.
Chiasms generally focus on the meat, but the bread and mustard are
necessary for a complete sandwich. Some chiasms do not have a
mustard layer, other chiasms have lettuce on both sides of the meat, and
some have just one piece of meat.\
Simply put, a chiasm is a repetition of similar ideas in the reverse
sequence. It is the arrangement of repeated thoughts or phrases that
accomplishes the emphasis. Each repeated thought or phrase is called a
“theme.” In a chiasm, there will be two or more themes that, when
combined together, are called a structure. Each theme is assigned a
“level.”
Matthew 6:24

A No man can serve two masters:
B for either he will hate the one,
C and love the other;
C’ or else he will hold to the one, and
B’ despise the other.
A’ Ye cannot serve God and mammon.
Note how the verses A and A' have similar themes, as do B and B', and
C and C'. For the purposes of clarity, an alternate way of presenting this
chiasm is:
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Level
- A′

Chiasm about Two Masters
First
Inversion
Presentation
Two masters
God and
money

B - B′

Hate the one

C - C′

love the other

Despise the
other
hold to the one

Theme
Two masters
God and
money
Hating one
master
Loving the
other master

When reading this chiasm, the verses under First
presentation are to be read from top to bottom, while
the verses under Inversion are to be read from bottom
to top. This is done so that the pairs on each Level
can be placed together, and then a Theme is assigned to
each level.
This chiasm illustrates the presence of three
themes: two masters (God and money), hating one of the masters

and loving the other master. The first theme, which is about the two
masters, is called the A-A′ level. The second theme, which is the hatred
of one
of the masters, is the B-B′ level. As we move towards the center of
the structure, we see that the third theme is the love for the other master,
and this is the C-C′ level.
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The Entire Bible viewed as a Chiasm
A Creation (Gen. 1, 2)
B The fall from God's image (Gen. 3)
C Death begins, a Redeemer is promised (Gen. 3:15)
D Call to Abram to come out - The LORD said unto Abram, Get
thee out of thy country (Gen. 12)
E God's people in slavery; escape to the wilderness (Ex.)
F Restoration of knowledge about God's plan - His law (Ex.)
G Christ introduced in the Tabernacle system (Lev.)
H God's people in captivity for unfaithfulness (Ezekiel,
Daniel. and others)
I Christ revealed in human flesh (Gospels)
J Redemption through the cross
I’ Christ revealed through the Holy Spirit (Acts)
H’ Church in the wilderness (Rev. 12, 13)
G’ Christ seen in the heavenly Mount Zion (Rev. 14)
F’ Restoration of lost truth begins - woman produces
man- child – Remnant of Israel in Tribulation? (Rev. 12)
E’ God's people threatened; forbidden to buy or sell; enslavement to
the Antichrist (Rev. 13; 14:12)
D’ Call of the mighty angel – An appeal to God's people to come out
of Babylon the Great (Rev. 18)
C’ And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. (Rev. 20)
B’ Resurrection; incorruptible bodies; like Christ's glorious body
(1 Cor. 15)
A’ Creation of new heavens and new earth (Rev. 21)
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The 'Hell' Words of the Bible
The following Charts contain all the words in the
Hebrew and Greek Scriptures which are translated Hell
in some English Bible translations. One day all
correctly translated Bible versions will be without the
pagan Hell and the pagan concept of everlasting
punishment.
Translation of Sheol in the Old Testament
Gn. 37:35
Gn. 42:38
Gn. 44:29
Gn. 44:31
Nu. 16:30
Nu. 16:33

1611
KJV
graue
graue
graue
graue
pit
pit

KJV
grave
grave
grave
grave
pit
pit

Geneva
Bible
graue
graue
graue
graue
pit
pit

NIV
grave*2
grave*2
grave*2
grave
grave*2
grave

NKJV
grave
grave
grave
grave
pit
pit

NASB &
NRSV
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol

YLT
Sheol
sheol
sheol
sheol
Sheol
Sheol

Ro &
LXX*1
hades*3
hades
hades
hades
hades
hades

CLT
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen

Vulgate
infernum
inferos
inferos
inferos
infernum
infernum

Dt. 32:22

lowest
hell

hell

bottome
of hell

the realm
of death*4

hell

Sheol

Sheol

hades

unseen

inferni

1Sa. 2:6
2Sa. 22:6
1Ki. 2:6
1Ki. 2:9
Job 7:9
Job 11:8
Job 14:13
Job 17:13
Job 17:16

graue
Hell
graue
graue
graue
hell
graue
graue
pit

grave
hell
grave
grave
grave
hell
grave
grave
pit

graue
graue
graue
graue
graue
hell
graue
graue
pit

grave
grave*2
grave*2
grave
grave*2
grave*2
grave*2
grave*2
death*2

grave
Sheol
grave
grave
grave
Sheol
grave
grave
Sheol

Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol

Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol

hades
hades
hades
hades
hades
hades
hades
hades
hades

unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen

infernum
inferi
inferos
infernum
inferos
inferno
inferno
inferus
infernum

1611
KJV

KJV

Geneva
Bible

NIV

NKJV

NASB &
NRSV

YLT

Ro &
LXX*1

CLT

Vulgate

graue
graue
Hell
graue
hell
hell
hell
graue
graue

grave
grave
hell
grave
hell
hell
hell
grave
grave

graue
graue
graue
graue
hell
graue
graue
graue
graue

grave*2
grave*2
Death*2
grave*2
grave*2
grave*2
grave*2
grave*2
grave*2

grave
grave
Sheol
grave
hell
Sheol
Sheol
grave
grave

Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol

Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol

hades
hades
hades
hades
hades
hades
hades
hades
hades

unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen

inferna
inferos
infernus
inferno
infernum*11
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/V

Job 21:13
Job 24:19
Job 26:6
Ps. 6:5
Ps. 9:17
Ps. 16:10
Ps. 18:5
Ps. 30:3
Ps. 31:17
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Ps. 49:14
Ps.
49:14*5
Ps. 49:15
Ps. 55:15

graue

grave

graue

grave*2

grave

Sheol

Sheol

hades

unseen

N/A

graue

grave

graue

grave*2

grave

Sheol

Sheol

hades

unseen

N/A

graue
hell

grave
hell

grave
grave*2

grave
hell

Sheol
Sheol

Sheol
Sheol

hades
hades

unseen
unseen

N/A
N/V

Ps. 86:13

hell

hell

grave*2

Sheol

Sheol

Sheol

hades

unseen

N/V

Ps. 88:3
Ps. 89:48

graue
graue

grave
grave

graue
graue
lowest
graue
graue
graue

grave*2
grave*2

grave
grave

Sheol
Sheol

Sheol
Sheol

hades
hades

unseen
unseen

N/A
N/V

1611
KJV

KJV

Geneva
Bible

NIV

NKJV

NASB &
NRSV

YLT

Ro &
LXX*1

CLT

Vulgate

Ps. 116:3
Ps. 139:8
Ps. 141:7
Pr. 1:12
Pr. 5:5
Pr. 7:27
Pr. 9:18
Pr. 15:11
Pr. 15:24
Pr. 23:14
Pr. 27:20
Pr. 30:16
Ec. 9:10

hell
hell
graues
graue
hell
hell
hell
Hell
hell
hell
Hell
graue
graue

hell
hell
grave
grave
hell
hell
hell
hell
hell
hell
hell
grave
grave

graue
hell
graues
graue
hell
graue
hell
Hell
hell
hell *7
graue
graue
graue

grave*2
depths*2
grave*2
grave*2
grave*2
grave*2
grave*2
Death*2
grave*2
death*2
Death*2
grave*2
grave*2

Sheol
hell
grave
Sheol
hell
hell
hell
hell
hell
hell
hell
grave
grave

Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol

Sheol
Sheol
*6
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol

hades
hades
hades
hades
hades
hades
hades
hades
hades
hades
hades
hades
hades

unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen

N/V
N/A
N/A
infernus
inferos
inferi
inferni
infernus
inferno
inferno
infernus
infernus
inferos

SS. 8:6

graue

grave

graue

grave*2

grave

Sheol

hades

unseen

inferus

Is. 5:14
Is. 14:9

hell
Hell

hell
hell*9

hell
Hell

grave*2
grave*2

Sheol
hell

Sheol
Sheol

hades
hades

unseen
unseen

infernus
infernus

1611
KJV

KJV

Geneva
Bible

NIV

NKJV

NASB &
NRSV

YLT

Ro &
LXX*1

CLT

Vulgate

Hell
hel*10
hell
hell
graue
graue
hell
graue
hell
hell
hell

grave
hell
hell
hell
grave
grave
hell
grave
hell
hell
hell

graue
graue
hell
hell
graue
graue
hell
hell
hell
hel *10
hell

grave
grave
grave*2
grave
death*2
grave*2
grave*2
grave*2
grave
grave
grave*2

Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
hell
hell
hell
hell

Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol

Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
Sheol
sheol
sheol
sheol
sheol

hades
hades
hades
hades
hades
hades
hades
hades
hades
hades
hades

unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen
unseen

inferos
infernum
inferno
inferno
inferi
infernus
inferos
inferos
infernum
infernum
inferni

Is. 14:11
Is. 14:15
Is. 28:15
Is. 28:18
Is. 38:10
Is. 38:18
Is. 57:9
Ez. 31:15
Ez. 31:16
Ez. 31:17
Ez. 32:21
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Sheol /
grave*8
Sheol
Sheol

Ez. 32:27
hell
hell
graue
grave
hell
Sheol
sheol
hades
unseen
infernum
grave*2
Ho. 13:14
graue
grave
graue
grave
Sheol
Sheol
hades
unseen
mortis
Ho.
grave*2
graue
grave
graue
Grave
Sheol
Sheol
hades
unseen
inferne
13:14*5
grave*2
Am. 9:2
hell
hell
hell
hell
Sheol
sheol
hades
unseen
infernum
hell*9
grave*2
inferni*12
Jon. 2:2
hell
hell
Sheol
Sheol
sheol
hades
unseen
grave*2
Hab. 2:5
hell
hell
hell
hell
Sheol
sheol
hades
unseen
infernus
*1 Rotherham's Emphasized Bible says hades is almost uniform Septuagint {LXX} rendering of the Hebrew sheol,
which is found 65 times in the OT {appendix, p.270}.
*2 note says Hebrew Sheol
*3 note says sheol or hades
*4 note says Hebrew to Sheol
*5 the word sheol occurs twice in the verse.
*6 Saul, not Sheol
*7 Margin: " that is, from destruction"
*8 NASB: Sheol, NRSV: grave
*9 marg. or, The grave {The New Englishman's Hebrew Concordance, p.1220}.
*10 spelled with one l in the original
*11 verse 18 in the Latin Vulgate and Douay-Rheims Bibles.
*12 verse 3 in the Latin Vulgate and Douay-Rheims Bibles.
N/A = Not Available. The word does not appear in these verses in the Vulgate.
N/V = No Verse. The verse does not appear in the Vulgate.
The German 1905 Elberfelder version uses Scheol
The Latin Vulgate uses inferos in various forms
The RSV follows the NRSV
Darby uses Sheol throughout the OT
Note:
Ez. 31:16,17
Original 1611 KJV:
I made the nations to shake at the sound of his fall, when I cast him downe to hell with them that descend downe into
the pit; and all the trees of Eden, the choice and best of Lebanon, all that drinke water, shall be comforted in the nether
parts of the earth. They also went downe into hell with him vnto them that be slaine with the sword, and they that were
his arme, that dwelt vnder his shadows in the middest of the heathen.
Contemporary KJV:
I made the nations to shake at the sound of his fall, when I cast him down to hell with them that descend into the pit;
and all the trees of Eden, the choice and best of Lebanon, all that drink water, shall be comforted in the nether parts of
the earth. They also went down into hell with him unto them that be slain with the sword; and they that were his arm,
that dwelt under his shadow in the midst of the heathen.
NKJV:
I made the nations shake at the sound of its fall, when I cast it down to hell together with those who descend into the
Pit; and all the trees of Eden, the choice and best of Lebanon, all that drink water, were comforted in the depths of the
earth. They also went down to hell with it, with those slain by the sword; and those who were its strong arm dwelt in its
shadows among the nations.
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Note: 1611 KJV also contained the 14 Apocryphal books which we did not include in the count.
Note: Grave was spelled graue in 1611 KJV and Geneva bible

Translation of Gehenna in the New Testament
1611 KJV
Mt. 5:22
hell fire
Mt. 5:29
hell
Mt. 5:30
hell
Mt. 10:28
hell
Mt. 18:9
hell fire
Mt. 23:15
hell
Mt. 23:33
hell
Mk. 9:43
hell
Mk. 9:45
hell
Mk. 9:47 hel fire*1

KJV & NIV
& NKJV
hell
hell
hell
hell
hell
hell
hell
hell
hell
hell

Geneva
hell*3
hell
hell
hell
hell fire
hell
hell*4
hell
hell
hellfire

NASB
hell*6
hell
hell
hell
hell
hell
hell
hell
hell
hell
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NRSV
hell*7
hell*7
hell*7
hell
hell
hell
hell
hell
hell
hell

YLT&Ro
gehenna
gehenna
gehenna
gehenna
gehenna
gehenna
gehenna
gehenna
gehenna
gehenna

CLT&WEY
Gehenna
Gehenna
Gehenna
Gehenna
Gehenna
Gehenna
Gehenna
Gehenna
Gehenna
Gehenna

Vulgate
gehennae
gehennam
gehennam
gehennam
gehennam
gehennae
gehennae
gehennam
gehennam
gehennam

Lk. 12:5
hell
hell
hell
hell
hell
gehenna
Gehenna
gehennam
Js. 3:6*2
hell*5
hell
hell
hell
hell
gehenna
Gehenna
gehenna
*1 spelling as in the original
*2 The only other person in the N.T. besides Jesus who uses this term Gehenna.
*3 Margin reads: "Whereas we read here, Hell, it is in the text itself, Gehenna, which is an Hebrew word made of two,
and it asmuch to say, as the Valley of Hinnon, which otherwise Hebrews called Tophet : It was a place where the
Israelites were went most cruelly to sacrifice their children to false gods, whereupon it was taken for a place appointed
to torment the reprobates in Jerem. 7:31.
*4 Margin reads: "Look Chap 5. Verse 22."
*5 Margin reads: "So the Grecians called the deep dungeons under the earth, which should be appointed to torment the
souls of the wicked in."
*6 note says Gr., Gehenna
*7 note says Gr [Gehenna]

Translation of Tartarus in the New Testament

2Pt. 2:4*1

1611 KJV

KJV, NKJV,
NASB

Geneva

NIV

NRSV

YLT & CLT &
WEY

hell

hell

hell

hell*2

hell*3

Tartarus

Ro
lowest
hades

*1 The only places in the Bible where this term appears
*2 note says Greek tartarus
*3 note says Greek tartaroo
KJV= King James Version
YLT = Young's Literal Translation
Ro = Rotherham's Emphasized Bible
CLT = Concordant Literal Translation
WEY = Weymouth's New Testament in Modern Speech (Chart reflects
versions before 1923. After that date, a couple of "minister's" produced
other edition's of Weymouth's work in which THEY put Hell back into
Weymouth's original.)
<http://what-the-hell-is-hell.com/HellStudy/HellCharts.htm>
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Vulgate
tartarum

The Chronology of Various Temples and their
furnishings
(Excerpted from 'The Chronology of the Bible as it is implemented
in the Scriptures' by Jerry Ingerman - freely downloadable at
www.knowyourmessiah.com)

The Chronology of the Tabernacle
The Bible places great importance on the Tabernacle. This can be deduced
from the fact that 50 chapters are devoted to the Tabernacle and the feasts and the
offerings. This is more material than is in the book of Genesis; twice as much
material as in any New Testament book.
Regarding the Tabernacle, the breakdown is as follows:
- Exodus has 13 chapters devoted to the Tabernacle.
- Leviticus has 18 chapters devoted to the Tabernacle.
- Numbers has 13 chapters devoted to the Tabernacle.
- Deuteronomy has 2 chapters devoted to the Tabernacle.
- Hebrews has 4 chapters devoted to the Tabernacle.
= 50 Bible chapters devoted to the Tabernacle.
There were 3 tons of gold, 5 tons of silver, 4 tons of brass, jewels, woods and
tapestries used in the construction of the Tabernacle. The Egyptians paid for it.
God supplied it. Israel used it.
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7,000 years of Bible Chronology are recorded around the
Tabernacle fence

Figure R1
<A modification of http://webpages.charter.net/defender/TABERNACLE.pdf>

A Symbolic 25 Inch Cubit
The dates on this chart are derived from the symbolic 25 inch cubit, which
can be used to unlock chronological features of God’s plan that are contained in
the Tabernacle in the Wilderness.. There were originally at least two different
cubits used in Biblical times. The first was 18 inches and the second was 21-22
inches. The 25 inch cubit, is the one that is described in
Ezekiel 40:5 And behold a wall on the outside of the house round about, and in the
man's hand a measuring reed of six cubits [long] by the cubit and an hand breadth:
so he measured the breadth of the building, one reed; and the height, one reed.
as being about a hands breadth larger than normal (about 3 inches).

7000 Years Around the Tabernacle
For example, the tabernacle is 100 by 50 cubits. From each gate post to each
corner is 15 cubits. The total distance from the corner post of the first gate, all the
way around the tabernacle and back to the other gate post, is 280 cubits,
(15+100+50+100+15 = 280).
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At 25 years per cubit, this is 25 x 280 or 7000 years. Thus, 5 cubits (the
space between ‘hash’ marks’) represents 125 years. So, A 100 cubit side of the
Tabernacle would represent 125*20 = 2500 years. So,
2 100 cubit sides = 5000 years
1 50 cubit side = 1250 years
2 15 cubit parts = 750 years
7000 years**
* The Mercy Seat, the Tabernacle furniture, the Ark of the Covenant, Solomon’s Temple, the
curtains of Goat hair, the curtains of linen, The Brazen Altar, The Table of Shewbread and the
Altar of Incense (among other items) also have chronological properties in their dimensions.
**The 20 cubits between the 2 main gate posts can be viewed as ‘Eternity’ and this span is thus
not part of Time.

The Tabernacle coverings relate to the Tabernacle curtains

Figure R1A <www.knowyourmessiah.com>

The first (inner) covering of the Tabernacle – fine linen
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Exodus 26:1 Moreover thou shalt make the tabernacle [with] ten curtains [of] fine
twined linen, and blue, and purple, and scarlet: [with] cherubims of cunning work
shalt
thou make them.
The fine linen pictures the righteousness of the saints, purity (the Tabernacle
is a picture of Christ) Revelation 19:8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen,
clean
and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.
'blue' – Christ is the heavenly man - The color of His Heavenly origin, His deity SON OF GOD. His royalty, mixing of blue and scarlet - the God-Man, the King of
the Jews, the King of Kings.
'white' - purity, righteousness Linen- spotless, sinless, righteous (The Person and
Work of Christ).
Revelation 19:8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen,
clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.
'purple' – royalty – also pictures Christ as King (Purple - His royalty, mixing of
blue and
scarlet - the God- Man, the King of the Jews, the King of Kings.
'scarlet' – sacrifice - Scarlet is connected with sin. The scarlet in the white curtain
pictures that Christ bore our sins in Himself and that sins had to be paid for - with
His blood, not animal blood. The sacrifice and death of Christ, the work of the
Cross. (Color: a way they obtained Scarlet was from the bodies of cochineals (an
insect) baked in ovens;
Purple was gotten from shellfish in the Mediterranean; Blue was gotten from
shell of fish in the Red Sea. All picture Suffering, Sacrifice).
Cherubim - of gold, expressing Holiness, above the Mercy Seat and on the Veil,
guarding the place of God (Genesis 3:24), barring any from God's presence unless
they came by His provided way. Cherubim surround the throne completely. They
proclaim the Holiness of God. They are involved in the Throne moving. They are
connected with wheels. The throne moving itself is connected with the Second
Coming of Christ (the Throne coming down to this earth). In heaven they surround
the throne.
Ezekiel 1:10 As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a man, and
the face of a lion, on the right side: and they four had the face of an ox on the left
side; they four also had the face of an eagle.
The four faces on the cherubim picture the four Gospels of Jesus Christ. The Four
Faces Around the Throne

2312

It is interesting that each time we encounter the called cherubim that
surround the Throne of God, we note that there are four "faces" involved: a lion, an
ox, a man, and an eagle.
Ezekiel 1:10 As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a man, and
the face of a lion, on the right side: and they four had the face of an ox on the left
side; they four also had the face of an eagle.
Each of these "faces" is suggestive of each of the four Gospels: Matthew,
presenting the Lion of the Judah, Mark, the ox (the classic emblem of servanthood),
Luke, the Son of Man and John, the Son of God in the heavens.

The second covering of the Tabernacle – goat’s hair
Exodus 26:7 And thou shalt make curtains [of] goats' [hair] to be a covering upon
the tabernacle: eleven curtains shalt thou make.
- goes on top of the first curtain
The goat's hair is above the linen and below the ram skins died red. There were 11
curtains of woven goats' hair measuring 45 feet by 6 feet, held together by 50
bronze clasps. Goats were of particular importance on the Day of Atonement (Yom
Kippur), the time when the children of Israel came together to be reconciled to God.
The covering of Woven Goat's Hair signifies that, if we have entered into the
Tabernacle, we are clothed with Christ as our righteousness:
2Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him [to be] sin for us, who knew no sin; that
we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

Figure R2 <http://webpages.charter.net/defender/TABERNACLE.pdf>g

The covering of Linen curtains
Exodus 26:1 Moreover thou shalt make the tabernacle [with] ten curtains [of] fine
twined linen, and blue, and purple, and scarlet: [with] cherubims of cunning work
shalt thou make them.
Exodus 26:2 The length of one curtain [shall be] eight and twenty cubits, and the
breadth of one curtain four cubits: and every one of the curtains shall have one
measure.
Exodus 26:3 The five curtains shall be coupled together one to another; and [other]
five curtains [shall be] coupled one to another.
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Exodus 26:4 And thou shalt make loops of blue upon the edge of the one curtain
from the selvedge in the coupling; and likewise shalt thou make in the uttermost
edge of [another] curtain, in the coupling of the second.
Exodus 26:5 Fifty loops shalt thou make in the one curtain, and fifty loops shalt
thou make in the edge of the curtain that [is] in the coupling of the second; that the
loops may take hold one of another.
Exodus 26:6 And thou shalt make fifty taches of gold, and couple the curtains
together with the taches: and it shall be one tabernacle.
The curtains that cover the Tabernacle have dimensions that represent 25 inches
per year. The total width of the ten curtains is 40 cubits (40 x 25 = 1000). Each
curtain is 28 cubits long and there are 10 curtains. The total length of the ten
curtains is 10 x 28 = 280 cubits. (280 x 25 = 7000 years). Five curtains = (5 x 28
cubits = 140 cubits) (140 x 25 = 3500 years).

The Curtains of Goat Hair
Exodus 26:7 And thou shalt make curtains [of] goats' [hair] to be a covering upon
the tabernacle: eleven curtains shalt thou make.
Exodus 26:8 The length of one curtain [shall be] thirty cubits, and the breadth of
one curtain four cubits: and the eleven curtains [shall be all] of one measure.
Exodus 26:9 And thou shalt couple five curtains by themselves, and six curtains by
themselves, and shalt double the sixth curtain in the forefront of the tabernacle.
Exodus 26:10 And thou shalt make fifty loops on the edge of the one curtain [that
is] outmost in the coupling, and fifty loops in the edge of the curtain which
coupleth the second.
Exodus 26:11 And thou shalt make fifty taches of brass, and put the taches into the
loops, and couple the tent together, that it may be one.
Exodus 26:12 And the remnant that remaineth of the curtains of the tent, the half
curtain that remaineth, shall hang over the backside of the tabernacle.
Exodus 26:13 And a cubit on the one side, and a cubit on the other side of that
which remaineth in the length of the curtains of the tent, it shall hang over the
sides of the tabernacle on this side and on that side, to cover it.
The curtains of goat hair are different from the 10 linen curtains, as there are
11 curtains totaling 30 cubits in length, instead of 28. The eleventh curtain was
folded in half in the front of the Tabernacle. Without the eleventh curtain, the total
was 40 cubits and 40x 25 = 1000. The eleventh curtain, which was folded in half,
was 4 cubits wide - (4 x 25= 100 years). A possible application of the folded
curtain is that each folded half is 2cubits apiece, (2 cubits x 25 = 50) (This possibly
relates to the Jubilee).
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The Chronology of Solomon’s Temple
The figure ‘7000’, representing Man’s 6,000 years and the 1,000 year
Millennium, can be found in the basic measurements of Solomon’s Temple. These
are basic Temple measurements, which add up chronologically to yield the 7,000
figure. The bronze Temple pillars. the Court, the walled curtain of which
surrounded the enclosure containing the Holy and Most Holy Places, with their
furnishings - the Tent, Laver, Altar of Sacrifice, bowls and other sacrificial utensils
- was oblong in shape, 100 cubits long and 50 cubits wide.
Exodus 27:9 And thou shalt make the court of the tabernacle: for the south side
southward [there shall be] hangings for the court [of] fine twined linen of an
hundred cubits long for one side:
Exodus 27:10 And the twenty pillars thereof and their twenty sockets [shall be of]
brass; the hooks of the pillars and their fillets [shall be of] silver.
Exodus 27:11 And likewise for the north side in length [there shall be] hangings of
an hundred [cubits] long, and his twenty pillars and their twenty sockets [of] brass;
the hooks of the pillars and their fillets [of] silver.
Exodus 27:12 And [for] the breadth of the court on the west side [shall be]
hangings of fifty cubits: their pillars ten, and their sockets ten.
Exodus 27:13 And the breadth of the court on the east side eastward [shall be] fifty
cubits.
Exodus 27:14 The hangings of one side [of the gate shall be] fifteen cubits: their
pillars three, and their sockets three.
Exodus 27:15 And on the other side [shall be] hangings fifteen [cubits]: their
pillars three, and their sockets three.
Exodus 27:16 And for the gate of the court [shall be] an hanging of twenty cubits,
[of] blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen, wrought with needlework:
[and] their pillars [shall be] four, and their sockets four.
Exodus 27:17 All the pillars round about the court [shall be] filleted with silver;
their hooks [shall be of] silver, and their sockets [of] brass.
Exodus 27:18 The length of the court [shall be] an hundred cubits, and the breadth
fifty every where, and the height five cubits [of] fine twined linen, and their sockets
[of] brass.
Exodus 27:19 All the vessels of the tabernacle in all the service thereof, and all the
pins thereof, and all the pins of the court, [shall be of] brass.
Exodus 38:9 And he made the court: on the south side southward the hangings of
the court [were of] fine twined linen, an hundred cubits:
The court was enclosed by a wall 5 cubits high, which was composed of
linen and canvas, supported by pillars of brass, which rested in sockets of brass.
The pillars were ornamented at the top with capitals of silver, to which were
attached hooks of silver to hold in place the rods. The rods kept the pillars an equal
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distance apart and supported the canvas or linen wall. This wall was further
supported by ropes attached to pins driven into the ground on both sides. This
enclosure, composed of 60 pillars of brass, filleted with silver, with their 60
capitals of silver, 60 sockets of brass, and 120 hooks of silver, was only broken on
the Eastern side by the entrance, which was 20 cubits wide. This entrance or gate
curtain was of fine twined linen, wrought with needle work in the most
beautiful shades of blue, purple and scarlet.
One end of a side chamber (Figure R5) is 5+5+5+5 = 20 cubits. Both lower
ends =40 cubits. 40 x 25 = 1000 years. The total width of one chambers = 20 cubits,
so two widths = 40 cubits or 1000 years. Four lengths of a chamber side = 60 x 4
or 240 x 25 =6000 years. The three sets of pillars to the left are the same pillars,
but the dimensions are different in the three Scriptural texts where they are given.
In 2 Chronicles the pillars are 40 cubits tall apiece, whereas the ones in 1 Kings are
40 cubits, but only by adding the total. dimensions, as given. In the case of the
other pillars 40 x 25 = 1000 years. The two sets of pillars on the right fit with the
temple dimensions better than the one on the left. The temple was 30 cubits high,
so the shorter ones would have fit under the roof height, for the porch where the
ones on the left would have been higher. Possibly the reason for the different
dimensions may have been due to remodeling or repair.

Figure R3 <http://webpages.charter.net/defender/TABERNACLE.pdf>
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Figure R4 <http://webpages.charter.net/defender/TABERNACLE.pdf>

2317

Figure R5 <http://webpages.charter.net/defender/TABERNACLE.pdf>
577

In the same way the Tabernacle and Solomon’s temple contain dimensions
that have significance to Bible Chronology, items in and related to these buildings,
such as the Mercy Seat, the Ark of the Covenant, the Brazen Alter, the Table of
Showbread and the altar of incense all have dimensions that are chronologically
significant. Of course, these measurements also have prophetic, doctrinal and
spiritual applications as well.
As is evidenced by the detail, (through the amount of Scripture devoted to
the ‘archeological’ aspects of these Temples and all they include), God
incorporated much significance into the dimensions and building materials used in
these structures and items associated with them. We have shown that even the
colors used are of significance.

The Chronology of Ezekiel’s Temple

Figure R6 <http://webpages.charter.net/defender/TABERNACLE.pdf>
1000 and 6000 Years
The 4 kitchens labeled ‘K’, are 40 by 30 cubits. Each length of 40 cubits is
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25 x 40 or 1000 years. The widths of all 4 kitchens taken together are 8 x 30 or 240
cubits. 240 x 25 = 6000 years. The outer dimensions of the wall around the temple
court are 500 cubits on a side and any two sides together equal 1000 years.
Additional Bible chronology can be found in other Temples and their
accompanying furniture and associated items. As we have stated, the Mercy Seat,
various Altars and other furnishings can have measurements with chronological
aspects. Of course, the prophetical, spiritual and historical aspects are also present/.
Everything was, is and will be designed with exact perfection. After all, God is the
master designer and master architect of all things.

The Eons of the Bible
With Concordance
THE TEACHING OF THE SCRIPTURES about

the eons provides answers to frustrating questions
concerning the meaning of human existence. God’s purpose in creating man, and God’s purpose
of the eons are inseparably related. Many are unfamiliar with this important subject because the
facts have been concealed by incorrect and misleading translations of the Bible from the original
languages into English.
The eons are the longest periods of time referred to in the Scriptures. Time-wise they are of
indefinite duration, but event-wise they are distinctly marked off by great cataclysms which
affect the whole earth.

FACTS REVEALED CONCERNING THE EONS
THE EONS HAVE A BEGINNING

Heb.1:2
1Cor.2:7
2 Tim.1:9

Literal Translation
God made the eons
before the eons
before times eonian

King James
God made the worlds
before the world
before the world began

THE EONS END, INDIVIDUALLY AND COLLECTIVELY

Heb.9:26
1Cor.10:11
Matt.24:3

the end of the eons
the end of the eons
the end of the eon

the end of the world
the ends of the world
the end of the world

HOW MANY EONS ARE THERE?

Col.1:26
Luke 20:34
Eph.2:7

hid from the eons
this eon
eons to come

Past
Present
Future

A minimum of five eons indicated
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hid from ages
this world
ages to come

Eph.3:8-11
Eph.1:9-11; Phil.2:9-11Col.1:15-21
THE PURPOSE OF THE EO

purpose of the eons

eternal purpose

The words “eon” and “eonian” occur 199 times in the
New Testament. They are translated as follows in the
King James Version:
aion or eon
Ages
Course
World

2
1
40

Ever

72

Never
Evermore
Eternal

7
4
2

aionios or eonian
Everlasting
Eternal
World
Ever

25
42
3
1

The fact that the same word translated “for ever”;
“ever-lasting,” and “eternal” is also translated “world”
is a shocking surprise to many believers. Had God
meant “world” in these places He would have used the
Greek word “kosmos” which means world.
The material Universe which we call the world
(Greek word "kosmos") is never spoken of as ending. It
is always the Greek word "aion" meaning 'age' that is
spoken of as ending. The field is the world [Greek
"kosmos"] in Matthew 13:38, but "the end of the world
[Greek 'age']" when the harvest comes in verse 39 is
"aion". The age ends, but not the world.
In the best literal translations the words “aion”
and “aionios” are consistently rendered “age” and “ageabiding” or transliterated “eon” and “eonian.” See
Rotherham’s Emphasized Version; Young’s Literal
Translation; or The Concordant Literal New Testament.
God made the eons (Heb.1:2) and fitted them out
(Heb.11:3) for the accomplishing of His purpose
(Eph.3:8-11; 1:9-11). During the eonian times, sin,
suffering and death enter God’s creation, serve their
purpose and are abolished by Jesus Christ (1Tim.4:9-11;
Col.1:20; 1Cor.15:22-28; Rom.5:18,19; Phil. 2:9-11;
John 12:32,33; 1John 3:8).
The existence of God is not confined to the
eons. He made the eons; therefore, He existed before
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they began. At the conclusion of the eons Jesus Christ
will do away with sin (Heb.9:26) and will abolish death
(1 Cor.15:22-26). All will then be subjected to God
and God will be All in all (1 Cor.15:27,28). Therefore,
God continues to exist after the eons have ended. The
statement “from everlasting to everlasting thou art God”
(Psa.90:2) is literally “from age to age thou art God.”
This does not limit God’s existence to the eons any
more than the statement, “I am the God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob” (Ex.3:6), excludes Him from being the
God of others also. The same is true of the reference
to Him as “the eonian God” (Rom.16:25,26).
During the present wicked eon (Gal.1:4), Sin reigns,
Satan who is said to be “the god of this eon” (2
Cor.4:4) blinds and deceives mankind, and death
swallows up the race (1 Cor.15:22). But
notwithstanding, God is over all and is in supreme
control. He is the eonian God. In due time He will
deliver the entire creation and bring good out of all
the suffering mankind is called upon to endure
(Rom.8;18-23).
Neither is it true that if the eons end, the life of
believers in Christ must end. Believers do receive
eonian life. But if this is all that God promised,
there would be no assurance of life beyond the
eons. However, at the end of the eons God abolishes
death from His universe (1 Cor.15:26). This is
accomplished by imparting the resurrection life of
Christ to all who have not previously received
it. Eonian life assures one of life up to that
point. Beyond that, death is impossible. Furthermore,
believers are made immortal when the Lord returns (1
Cor.15:50-57). When one has been made immortal, death
is impossible.
In the Greek Scriptures endlessness is never
expressed in terms of eons or of that which is
eonian. The Scriptures never speak of “the endless
eons of eternity.” Endlessness is expressed by the use
of negatives: “not,” “no not,” “un,” “less.” For
example: “Of His kingdom there shall be no end” ouk
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estai telos (Luke 1:33); “endless life” akatalutou
(Heb.7:16); “endless genealogies” aperantois (1
Tim.1:4); “nevermore” ou me eti (Rev.18:21-23).
COMPLETE CONCORDANCE
The Noun “Aion” and its Adjective “Aionios”
Translated, Eon and Eonian
EON IN THE SINGULAR
1. The present eon – Gal.1:4; 1Tim.6:17: 2Tim.4:10; Titus 2:12 (world)
2. This eon – Matt.12:32; 13:22; Mk.4:19; Lu.16:8; 20:34; Rom.12:2; 1 Cor.1:20; 2:6, 6, 8;
3:18; 2 Cor.4:4; Eph.1:21; 6:12 (world)
3. The eon of this world – Eph.2:2 (course of this world).
4. From the eon – Matt.21:19; Mk.11:14; Lu.1:55; Jn.6:51,58; 8:35; 12:34; 14:16; 2
Cor.9:9; Hb.5:6; 6:20; 7:17, 21; 1 Pet.1:23,25; 2 Pet.2:17; 1 Jn.2:17; 2 Jn.2; Jude 13
(forever); Heb.7:24 (ever); 7:28 (for evermore); 1 Cor.8:13 (while the world standeth).
5. Not for the eon – Mk.3:29; Jn.4:14; 8:51, 52; 10:28; 11:26; 13:8 (never).
6. Before all the eon – Jude 25a (K.J. omits) R.V. “before all time.”
7. From the eon – Lk.1:70; Acts 3:21 (since the world began); Acts 15;18 (from the
beginning for the world; Out of the eon – Jn.9:32 (since the world began).
8. The conclusion of the eon – Matt.13:39,40,49; 24:3; 28:20 (the end of the world).
9. The coming eon – Mk.10:30; Lk.18:30; Heb.6:5 (world); that eon Lk.20:35 (that world).
10. For the day of the eon – 2Pet.3:18 (for ever). Compare Deut.32:7; Mic.5:2; 7:14;
Mal.3:4.
EON IN THE PLURAL
1. God made the eons – Heb.1:2; equipped the eons – Heb.11:3 (worlds).
2. Purpose of the eons – Eph.3:11; King of the eons – 1 Tim.1:17 (eternal).
3. Before the eons – 1 Cor.2:7 (before the world); From the eons – Eph.3:9 (from the
beginning of the world); Col.1:26 (from ages).
4. For the eons – Matt.6;13; Lk.1:33; Rom.1:25; 9:5; 11:36; 16:27; Heb.13:8 (for ever);
2Cor.11:32 (for evermore); for all the eons – Jude 25 (ever). “All” omitted in some MSS.
5. The on-coming eons – Eph.2:7 (ages to come).
6. Conclusion of the eons – Heb.9:26 (end of the world). R.V. “end of the ages.”
7. Ends of the eons – 1 Cor.10:11 (ends of the world). R.V. “ends of the ages.”
EON TWICE IN THE SAME PHRASE

1. The eons of the eons – Gal.1:5; Phil.4:20; 1
Tim.1:17; 2Tim.4:18; Heb.13:21; 1 Pet.4:11; 5:11;
Rev.1:6; 4:9,10; 5:13,14; 7:12; 10:6; 11:15; 14:11;
15:7; 19:3; 20:10; 22:5 (for ever and ever);
Rev.1:18 (for evermore). A comparison of
Rev.11:14,15 with 1 Cor.15:27,28 makes it clear
that the expression “the eons of the eons” does not
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mean an endless succession of eons. Christ reigns
for “the eons of the eons” after which He delivers
up the Kingdom to the Father and Himself becomes
subject that God may be all in all.
2. The eon of the eons – for all the generations of,
Eph.3:21 (throughout all ages, world without end).
In the K.J. version the Greek word for “generations”
is wrongly translated “ages” in this passage. The
eon of the eons is the last and greatest eon of
them all. In it God’s saving purpose is brought to
its climax and consummation in the Salvation of all.
3. The eon of the eon – Heb.1:8 (for ever and
ever). This is a reference to the last eon which
issues out of the one which precedes it.
THE ADJECTIVE EONIAN
words in parenthesis ( ) below = K.J.V.
1. Before eonian times – 2 Tim.1:9; Titus 1:2 (before the world began).
2. In eonian times – Rom.16:25 (since the world began).
3. Eonian life – Matt.19:29; Lk.18:30; Jn.3:15,16,36; 4:14; 5:24; 6:27,40,47; 12:50; Acts
13:46; Rom.6:22; Gal.6:8; 1 Tim.1:16 (everlasting); Matt.19:16; 25:46; Mk.10:17, 30;
Lk.10:25; 18:18; Jn.4:36; 5:39; 6:54,68; 10:28; 12:25; 17:2,3; Acts 13:48; Rom.2:7; 5:21;
6:23; 1 Tim.6:12; Titus 1:2; 3:7; 1 Jn.1:2; 2:25; 3:15; 5:11,13,20; Jude 21 (eternal).
4. Eonian redemption – Hebrews 9:12 (eternal).
5. Eonian salvation – Hebrews 5:9 (eternal).
6. Eonian glory – 2 Cor.4:17; 2 Tim.2:10; 1 Pet.5:10 (eternal).
7. Eonian kingdom – 2 Peter 1:11 (everlasting).
8. Eonian inheritance – Hebrews 9:15 (eternal).
9. Eonian “things not seen” – 2 Corinthians 4:18 (eternal).
10. Eonian house – 2 Corinthians 5:1 (eternal).
11. Eonian habitations – Luke 16:9 (everlasting).
12. Eonian consolation – 2 Thessalonians 2:16 (everlasting).
13. Eonian covenant – Hebrews 13:20 (everlasting).
14. Eonain gospel – Revelation 14:6 (everlasting).
15. Eonian God – Romans 16:26 (everlasting).
16. Eonian Spirit – Hebrews 9:14 (eternal).
17. Eonian power – 1 Timothy 6:16 (everlasting).
18. Eonian judgment – Hebrews 6:2 (eternal)
19. Eonian condemnation – Mark 3:29 (eternal damnation).
20. Eonian fire – Matthew 18:8; 25:41 (everlasting); Jude 7 (eternal fire).
21. Eonian chastening – Matthew 25:46 (everlasting).
22. Eonian extermination – 2 Thessalonians 1:9 (everlasting).
23. Eonian – Philemon 1:15 (for ever).
<http://www.saviourofall.org/Tracts/Eons2.html> (slightly modified)
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Reference works that cite 'anion, anionion
Olam, aion, and aionion are defined in dictionaries,
lexicons, commentaries, and the like, as follows:
• Page and Company's Business Man's Dictionary and
Guide to English: Eon: A long space of time; cycle;
forever; eternally; always; at all times.
• New World Dictionary: Eon: Period of immense duration;
an age; endless; for eternity.
• Webster's Collegiate Dictionary: Eon (n.): An
immeasurable or indefinite period of time; incessantly;
synonym of constantly, continuously, always,
perpetually, unceasingly, everlastingly, endlessly.
• Standard Unabridged Dictionary: Eon: An age of the
universe; an incalculable period, constituting one of
the longest conceivable divisions of time; a cosmic or
geological cycle; an eternity, or eternity. The present
age, or eon, is time; the future age, or eon, is
eternity.
• Shedd Theological Dictionary (vol. II, p. 683):
Eonian: pertaining to, or lasting for eons; everlasting;
eternal.
• Liddell and Scott's Greek-English Lexicon: Aion: A
period of existence; one's lifetime; life; an age; a
generation; a long space of time; an age. A space of
time clearly defined and marked out; an era, epoch, age,
period or dispensation.
• Thesaurus Dictionary of the English Language: Eon: An
age of the Universe.
• Earnest Weekly's Etymological Dictionary of Modern
English: Aeon: Age.
• Universal Dictionary: Aeon: A period of immense
duration; an age.
• Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon: Aionios: (1) without
beginning or end; that which has been and always will
be. (2) without beginning. (3) without end, never to
cease, everlasting.
• Encyclopedic Dictionary of the Bible: Eternity: The
Bible hardly speaks of eternity in a philosophical
sense of infinite duration without beginning or end.
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The Hebrew word olam, which is used alone (Ps. 61:8) or
with various prepositions (Gen. 3:22; 13:15, etc.) in
contexts where it is traditionally translated
"forever," means, in itself, no more than "for an
indefinitely long period." Thus, me-olam does not mean
"from eternity," but "of old" (Gen 6:4, etc.). In the
N.T., aion is used as the equivalent of olam.
• The New Testament in Modern Speech, by Dr. R. F.
Weymouth: Eternal: Greek: "aeonion," i.e., "of the
ages." Etymologically this adjective, like others
similarly formed, does not signify "during," but
"belonging to" the aeons or ages.
• The Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bible (vol. IV, p.
643): Time: The O.T. and the N.T are not acquainted
with the conception of eternity as timelessness. The
O.T. has not developed a special term for "eternity."
The word aion originally meant "vital force," "life;"
then "age," "lifetime." It is, however, also used
generally of a (limited or unlimited) long space of
time. The use of the word aion is determined very much
by the O.T. and the LXX. Aion means "long distant
uninterrupted time" in the past (Luke 1:10), as well as
in the future (John 4:14)
“In short, ‘olām denotes time constituting a (temporal)
horizon which can be far (e.g. the remote past) and rather
near (e.g. the end of one’s life), purposed but-postponed
(life for-‘olām) as well as decided-but-diminished (until‘olām until...). In its widest sense, ‘olām in the Hebrew
Bible describes all time, i.e., time as given with
creation.”
Helen M. Keizer ‘Life Time Eternity A study of Aion in
Greek Literature and Philosophy, the Septuagint and Philo

The 7 Dispensations
There are Seven biblical periods , in which God
dispenses. * These are chronological . These are not true
biblical eons, of which there are only 5. A True biblical
eon is a long period of time which begins and ends with
God’s supernatural and dramatic intervention on Earth,
impacting the whole world in a major and far-reaching way,
which completely changes the course of the history of the
world. However, the Seventh or Eternal ‘dispensation’
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differs in that it begins but it has no end. It is a period
without end. As we showed there are 5 scriptural eons of
time and eternity is not timeless.
In each dispensation there will be a change in what God
gives or dispenses to Man to do to be right with Him and
have fellowship with Him as much as is possible in that
period of time. Adam had full fellowship with God. That will
never be reinstated until the Millennium. Under generation
there was full fellowship with God, but because of
degeneration here will be none until regeneration after the
Church Age and the Millennium are over with and this age
ends. Under regeneration man will almost have full
fellowship with God. Some people will during the Millennium
but the nations will have limited fellowship with Him. As
believers in this age we will have full fellowship with him,
the
Jews will because Israel will be born again as a nation,
but the other nations will have limited fellowship, they
have to come up to Jerusalem once in a year.
Each dispensation has a different plan but ultimately
it’s the blood of Christ. in each dispensation God types
the lamb that’s going to come and the individual must
fulfill the type or go to the lake of fire. In this
dispensation you are saved by grace through faith. The Greek
word for dispensation means law and house. We are in the
household of faith and there is a specific law by how you
get in. In the OT it wasn't by faith in Christ it was by
obeying God, conscience and sacrifice and believing the
laws. Now we have a law of the spirit (faith, baptism,
convicts).
on). It’s the law of the household of the church at this
time.
The Seven dispensations as revealed in the Bible, are
identified under the following headings:
1. The
2. The
3. The
4. The
5. The
6. The
7. The

Pre-Adamic Age
Adamic Age
Age of Israel under the Old Covenant of the Law
Age of the Church under the New Covenant of Grace
Millennial Age of the Kingdom of God
Great White Throne Judgement Age
Eternal Age of the Kingdom of God

These Seven Ages should not be confused with the Seven
Dispensations as promoted by J N Darby and C I Scoffield. As
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we stated, the Five biblical eons are different and distinct
from the Seven Dispensations. Dispensationalists fail to
understand and believe in God’s Plan of Reconciliation
through God’s only begotten Son.

INNOCE God creates
NCE (1) Man
summary/ Gen 1:26,27
principle 2:7, 2:25
Rom
5:12

Believe &
Obey
Gen 2:1517

Innocenc Away from
e Lost
God
Gen 3:5- Gen 3:9-10
7

JudgmentExpelled

from Eden

Gen 7:1112,23

By Grace
through FaithSubstitutionary
sacrifice
-The blood of the
lamb
Gen 3:21
-The promise of
the seed
Gen 3:15.,4:25

This dispensation lasts 1700 years but only two
generations of people are involved. The average age was 600800 years old. So, the knowledge of Eden was fresh. Man is
banished from the garden. God could not permit him to take
of the tree of life after he has fallen.
When God gave Adam and Eve clothing in 3:21
Genesis 3:21 Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD
God make coats of skins, and clothed them.
Animals were killed and this was in a sense an animal
sacrifice and an atonement for sin. God covered that sin.
Satan was not cursed to be a serpent till after the Adamic
experience, Moses calls him that because when Moses wrote
the book Satan was a serpent. He first shows up however, as
a full-grown man, as an angel of light. Something took place
between Eve and Satan that is not recorded in Genesis.
1) Adam and Eve did not sacrifice from that point
on. God never told them to, they had the sacrifice done for
them by Him (almost like Calvary).
2) There was no alter.
So, its paradise lost, they are booted out.
Genesis 4:1 And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived,
and bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from the LORD.
Genesis 4:2 And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel
was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground.
It doesn’t say she conceived again. One conception
and two boys, they are twins. Not identical twins.
1John 3:11 For this is the message that ye heard from the
beginning, that we should love one another.
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1John 3:12 Not as Cain, [who] was of that wicked one, and
slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his own
works were evil, and his brother's righteous.
Cain is of the wicked one.
2Corinthians 11:1 Would to God ye could bear with me a
little in [my] folly: and indeed bear with me.
2Corinthians 11:2 For I am jealous over you with godly
jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may
present [you as] a chaste virgin to Christ.
All that are saved are the future bride of Christ.
Right now, we are engaged to Christ. Paul wants the church
to be a virgin by the time it raptures out.
2Corinthians 11:3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the
serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds
should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.
Something took place in the garden not recorded in
Genesis 3.
"twins can be born and have not the same father. It
is biologically possible for one woman to bear twins each
with a different father. [a court case is mentioned now].
Doctors say the one egg can be fertilized by two different
sperm." - 1971 newspaper
Eve no reaps from her relationship with the devil and
her rebellion against God. Cain murders Abel.
John 8:44 Ye are of [your] father the devil, and the lusts
of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the
beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no
truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his
own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.
Here it’s spiritually speaking.
'He' - the first murderer in the Bible is Satan.
Like father, like son.
CONSCIEN Abel offers a
CE
lamb.
(2)
Cain murders
Abel.
Rom 2:15 Gen 4:2-15

Believe &
Obey
Gen 4:4-7
Heb 11:4

Conscience
defiled
Gen 6:5-7

Away from Judgment- The
God
Flood
Gen 6:11-13 Gen 7:11-12,23

By Grace through
FaithGen 6:8
Heb 11:4-7
1Pet 3:18-22

After the garden Man has three witnesses to guide him.
1) An internal witness - conscience.
Romans 2:14 For when the Gentiles, which have not the law,
do by nature the things contained in the law, these, having
not the law, are a law unto themselves:
Romans 2:15 Which shew the work of the law written in their
hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and [their]
thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one
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another;)
"Gentiles' - everybody in the garden is a Gentile,
no Jews.
'have not the law' - no law in the dispensation of
conscience
When Cain killed his brother and God pinned him
down, he excused himself. He tried to justify it.
'law written in their hearts' Jeremiah 17:1 The sin of Judah [is] written with a pen of
iron, [and] with the point of a diamond: [it is] graven upon
the table of their heart, and upon the horns of your altars;
You naturally realize what’s wrong and right, you
can later wax over it. Every civilization has the basic
fundamental laws in it that Moses law had in it. Laws
against murder, stealing, etc. Those laws are written in
every man's heart. Man has a conscience.
What is the attribute revealed?
In this dispensation it’s his long suffering and
patience. With an 800-year lifespan a man could become
pretty wicked. There was a lot of technology wiped out by
the flood.
Genesis 6:3 And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always
strive with man, for that he also [is] flesh: yet his days
shall be an hundred and twenty years.
The Spirit of God was convicting men through the
conscience, the creation and supernatural revelation of Cain
and Abel. The Holy Spirit was leading Abel to sacrifice, but
men rejected. When Noah built the boat 19,000,000 people
died in the flood. God's Spirit strove with man during that
dispensation.
1Peter 3:20 Which sometime were disobedient, when once the
longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the
ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were
saved by water.
You see God's long suffering in this dispensation.
How does it end
Genesis 6:5 And GOD saw that the wickedness of man [was]
great in the earth, and [that] every imagination of the
thoughts of his heart [was] only evil continually.
It had to be great for God to drown everybody but
eight people. He hasn’t done it since. The only time it will
be worse than before the flood is the tribulation. (Matthew
24).
Man’s test
He failed to keep his generations perfect
Genesis 6:9 These [are] the generations of Noah: Noah was a
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just man [and] perfect in his generations, [and] Noah walked
with God.
'perfect in his generations' - his family line was
perfect. The line had not been corrupted by the angels.
Genesis 6:1 And it came to pass, when men began to multiply
on the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them,
Genesis 6:2 That the sons of God saw the daughters of men
that they [were] fair; and they took them wives of all which
they chose.
Genesis 6:4 There were giants in the earth in those days;
and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the
daughters of men, and they bare [children] to them, the same
[became] mighty men which [were] of old, men of renown.
You have a revelation that angels took on the
bodies of men and cohabited with women and produced a mogul
race of giants and Satan did everything he could to try and
defile the seed because somewhere through there was to come
the line of the messiah. Only one line was perfect, no
intermarrying, and that was Noah's line.
So, the first dispensation was innocence. God made promises,
the Edenic covenant. If you ate of the tree of life you
would have eternal life, the Edenic covenant. After man fell
in the garden the earth was cursed, the serpent was cursed,
they lost eternal life. This is the Adamic covenant God uses
during the dispensation of conscience. Man fails to keep the
promises of that covenant. When Noah come out of the ark we
go into promises God made to Noah, the Noahic covenant. Then
in the next dispensation the Abrahamic covenant, then for
the period of law the Mosaic covenant. They are just
promising God made with an individual or in a specific place
such as Eden that He would do certain things if men would do
certain things. We are under the new covenant today where
God promises to justify a person by faith in Christ.
GOVERNMENT Noah -worships God Believe & Obey

(3)

-receives a covenant Gen 9:1-6
and responsibility
Gen 8:20-22

Away from God- Judgment- By Grace through Faith'Man's Failure'
Confusion The line of the Seed:
references apply. of tongues Gen 9:26; 11:10-32
Gen 11:5-9

Rom 13:1-7

Next dispensation - human government - third
dispensation (innocence, conscience too) POST-FLOOD
This dispensation begins in chapter 8 verse 20.
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Genesis 8:20 And Noah built an altar unto the LORD; and
took of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and
offered burnt offerings on the altar.
Noah comes out of the ark, the old world has been
drowned out, God's justice has been placated, God starts all
over again.
This is the first time the sacrifices are on the
alter and called burnt offerings. In Genesis 4 Abel offered
a lamb, it wasn’t called burnt. he burnt offering shows up
in chapter 8 and is required under the Mosaic law in the OT
to be just.
Up till now the world has been made up of isolated
individuals, no nations. Now Genesis 9-12 God begins to show
men how to govern themselves and gives them the supreme
test, capital punishment.
There are changes:
Genesis 8:22 While the earth remaineth, seedtime and
harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day
and night shall not cease.
Up until this time there is no change in seasons, no
rain. When Noah built the boat and said it would rain,
nobody had ever seen rain. The earth was watered with a dew
that came up from the face of the earth. There were no
clouds, seasons and no tilted axis around the earth was a
covering of water that produced a greenhouse effect. Prior
to the flood the weather stayed the same all year round all
over the globe from this effect. Man was not carnivorous.
Genesis 9:3 Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat
for you; even as the green herb have I given you all things.
Genesis 9:4 But flesh with the life thereof, [which is] the
blood thereof, shall ye not eat.
Even though God cursed the earth, he didn’t curse
the weather so fruits and vegetables were plentiful under
perfect weather conditions. Prior to the flood the whole
earth was like that (a greenhouse effect). The flood came
and then the windows of heaven opened and water covered the
earth (from an ice canopy that was around the earth). Then
there was rain. Now we have seasons. And all that water that
was up in the atmosphere and came down produced enough
weight to tilt the earth. The tilt produces the 4 seasons.
The lesson and the test that God gives man
God gives man a new covenant (Genesis 8:20 - Genesis
9:20). God doesn’t curse the ground anymore for man's sake.
The seasons changed, now there was rain and snow. Man is
tested by these changes. You have God blessing Noah, the
first time God blessed anybody since He created them back in
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the garden. God had blessed Adam and Eve because they were
perfect. They were still under on blessing after they fell.
Genesis 9:1 And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said
unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the
earth.
Why?
Genesis 8:20 And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD; and
took of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and
offered burnt offerings on the altar.
God could at that point bless Noah. That’s a change.
"Be fruitful and multiply" stated again.
Genesis 9:2 And the fear of you and the dread of you shall
be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of the
air, upon all that moveth [upon] the earth, and upon all the
fishes of the sea; into your hand are they delivered.
No indication of that prior to the flood.
Genesis 9:3 Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat
for you; even as the green herb have I given you all things.
They started eating meat.
Genesis 9:5 And surely your blood of your lives will I
require; at the hand of every beast will I require it, and
at the hand of man; at the hand of every man's brother will
I require the life of man.
Genesis 9:6 Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his
blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man.
This was the greatest change. Before the flood there
was no human government to take care of punishing the
wicked, God did that. Now God gives man the opportunity and
the responsibility to take care of his own problems with his
own society. Taking life for life is the highest
responsibility of any government. Now man must govern
himself.
Genesis 9:9 And I, behold, I establish my covenant with
you, and with your seed after you;
Genesis 9:10 And with every living creature that [is] with
you, of the fowl, of the cattle, and of every beast of the
earth with you; from all that go out of the ark, to every
beast of the earth.
Genesis 9:11 And I will establish my covenant with you;
neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of
a flood; neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy
the earth.
The Noaic covenant. No more flood to destroy the
earth.
Genesis 9:12 And God said, This [is] the token of the
covenant which I make between me and you and every living
creature that [is] with you, for perpetual generations:
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Genesis 9:5 And surely your blood of your lives will I
require; at the hand of every beast will I require it, and
at the hand of man; at the hand of every man's brother will
I require the life of man.
Genesis 9:6 Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his
blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man.
This was the greatest change. Before the flood there
was no human government to take care of punishing the
wicked, God did that. Now God gives man the opportunity and
the responsibility to take care of his own problems with his
own society. Taking life for life is the highest
responsibility of any government. Now man must govern
himself.
Genesis 9:9 And I, behold, I establish my covenant with
you, and with your seed after you;
Genesis 9:10 And with every living creature that [is] with
you, of the fowl, of the cattle, and of every beast of the
earth with you; from all that go out of the ark, to every
beast of the earth.
Genesis 9:11 And I will establish my covenant with you;
neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of
a flood; neither shall there anymore be a flood to destroy
the earth.
the Noahic covenant. No more flood to destroy the
earth.
Genesis 9:12 And God said, This [is] the token of the
covenant which I make between me and you and every living
creature that [is] with you, for perpetual generations:
Genesis 9:13 I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be
for a token of a covenant between me and the earth.
God's rainbow. He will never destroy the earth by
flood again.
The lessons
In Man's test here he has good promises. all the
wicked people and angels have been done away with. But man
can’t now say things would be OK without the wicked.
Dispensations do away with Man's excuses about being able to
succeed under the proper conditions.
The had a 600-year old leader (Noah), they had good
leadership. They had the warning of the flood, yet within 1
or 2 generations man had so corrupted himself again. He goes
to the tower of Babel and tries to find his own way to get
to heaven. Again, God has to judge the situation.
They had a knowledge of true worship - Noah building
an alter and giving burnt offerings and God blessing him for
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that. Up to this point no one has a written Bible. There
will be no written word under "promise" except Job, the
oldest written book although Genesis has older history.
During the next dispensation Job will be written down and
the when Moses comes and is given the law the Pentateuch is
written. Now what men know they get from the Creation,
conscience, and what their ancestry (Noah and his sons) tell
them. God wrath the flood, the blood of the lamb they
offered that God accepted and blessed.
Man’s responsibility
Primarily the same as conscience. He is still under
the animal sacrifice (Abel brought a lamb, Noah brings a
lamb and God accepts; this `time there is an altar.
God's feelings about an altar:
Exodus 20:24 An altar of earth thou shalt make unto me, and
shalt sacrifice thereon thy burnt offerings, and thy peace
offerings, thy sheep, and thine oxen: in all places where I
record my name I will come unto thee, and I will bless thee.
Exodus 20:25 And if thou wilt make me an altar of stone,
thou shalt not build it of hewn stone: for if thou lift up
thy tool upon it, thou hast polluted it.
Human hands cannot have anything to do with a
sacrifice offered to God. That shows the NT principle that
God accepts nothing of the flesh. To Him there is no good
thing in the flesh (Romans 8). The flesh is bent on
rebellion and sin.
Exodus 20:26 Neither shalt thou go up by steps unto mine
altar, that thy nakedness be not discovered thereon.
Man should follow his conscience. Learn from his
ancestors. The creation. Have a creature of sacrifice. Now
he is to have an alter and it’s to be called a burnt
offering. God reveals a little more in each dispensation.
Next, He gives him the responsibility of Human Government,
capital punishment. He is given the responsibility to
control his own society and keep it orderly as it did before
the flood.
They are allowed to eat flesh but the must abstain
from eating blood because the blood of man is polluted. The
life of the flesh is in the blood.
Genesis 9:5 And surely your blood of your lives will I
require; at the hand of every beast will I require it, and
at the hand of man; at the hand of every man's brother will
I require the life of man.
Genesis 9:6 Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his
blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man.
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This was the Noaic covenant. The seasons were
different. There is a blessing because of the alter and the
sacrifice.
Here now man is given dominion over animals. He can
also eat animals. This is new to this dispensation. Even the
lion has in innate fear of man.
The Attribute
That of God's justice. God is just. He starts out by
giving man responsibility over his own society. Innocence we
saw the goodness of God. Under conscience it was the
longsuffering of God. An eye for an eye. A tooth for a
tooth.
Hebrews 2:1 Therefore we ought to give the more earnest
heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we
should let [them] slip.
God has the attribute of being just. When the
Christian gets saved God justifies him. He makes you just as
if you had never sinned on the inside.
Man's test and failure
Now God says to Man "you do it" and he fails. All
these tests are for the purpose of the great white throne
judgment where God will be questioned by the
lost. God will say you had it every way and didn’t get
saved.
The failure is in chapter 11.
Genesis 11:1 And the whole earth was of one language, and
of one speech.
Genesis 11:2 And it came to pass, as they journeyed from
the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and
they dwelt there.
'Shinar' - the old empire of Babylon. The first
world government starts right where the last one will end up
in Revelation, "Mystery Babylon". Three times Babylon is sad
to have a kingdom, Nimrod here, revived under Nebuchadnezzar
and Belteshazzar and the in the tribulation Babylon will
rise again and God will destroy it.
Genesis 11:3 And they said one to another, Go to, let us
make brick, and burn them throughly. And they had brick for
stone, and slime had they for morter.
Brick for stone, and slime had they for morter' not God-made products but man-made. God had said to make the
alter of just earth. Now they are producing man-made
products.
Genesis 11:4 And they said, Go to, let us build us a city
and a tower, whose top [may reach] unto heaven; and let us
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make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of
the whole earth.
Genesis 11:5 And the LORD came down to see the city and the
tower, which the children of men builded.
Genesis 11:6 And the LORD said, Behold, the people [is]
one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to
do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they
have imagined to do.
They began to have the first organized religion on
the Earth that rejects God and attempts to deify man.
Secular humanism.
Romans 1:21 Because that, when they knew God, they
glorified [him] not as God, neither were thankful; but
became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish
Romans 1:22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became
fools,
They deify man.
Romans 1:23 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God
into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds,
and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.
Evolution in reverse.
Man begins to worship man.
The only way to get to heaven is through God.
Genesis 11:7 Go to, let us go down, and there confound
their language, that they may not understand one another's
speech.
Genesis 11:8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence
upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build
the city.
Genesis 11:9 Therefore is the name of it called Babel;
because the LORD did there confound the language of all the
earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon
the face of all the earth.
'Babel' - confusion
This is dealing with tongues. Right here at Babel He
confounds the tongues. If you reject the truth God will
confuse you and condemn you and damn you with a lie. When
you want the truth, He will give it to you. You can’t fool
around with God.
This was the judgment. God scattered them. They were
worshipping themselves. Up until this point there were no
wars, but now they will begin as there is now a distinction
between the races and men. Not only aren’t hey different in
color, now they are different in speech. God condemns them
and judges them with the confusion of languages. A tongue is
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a language.
This is God as a supreme being against unification,
the nations getting together. Hence the United Nations is an
ungodly organization. They were scattered to prevent this.
Under the antichrist God will destroy Babylon a third time.
God is not for one world religion or government. This is
Nimrod's dream of universal dominion, Later on God will
allow the antichrist to bring it on temporarily but He will
destroy it again in Revelation.
When Adam sinned the wages of sin was death. At this
point God has rung the death null for the nations. The
confusion of tongues was the same curse on the nations that
sin was on the individual. Never again is there peace
between the nations and God or the nations and each other.
The antichrist will force them together but many will still
not join in.
The curse on the nations has one exception. That
will be a special nation revealed in the next dispensation.
That’s the nation of Israel. Through Abel’s sacrifice and
those that would live right God called out a people He would
bless in the midst of a bunch of sinners and God rejecters.
Man fails again with a new set of responsibilities.

PR
OM
ISE
(4)
Num
23:19
Mic
7:20
Rom
11:29

God calls
Abram-gives
him
promises
Gen 12:1-7,
13:4-17,15:5
Promises
repeated to
Isaac and Jacob
Gen 26:1-5,
21:10-15

Believe &
Obey
Gen 15:6
Rom 4:5

Promised blessings
pursued by fleshly
means
Abram Gen 16:2
Jacob Gen 27:19
Moses Acts 7:22-29

Away from
God
God’s
promises
disregarded
Lot Gen
13:10-13
Esau Gen
23:31-34,
26:34,35
Israel’s
longing for
Egypt
Exo 16:2,3
Summary Psa
106:1-25

Judgment-Bondage
in Egypt
Exo 17:14
2:23-25

By Grace
through
Faith
Rom 4:3-5
Heb 11:822
Gen
22:8,15-18
Gen 49:312,18

The fourth dispensation is "promise". There is a lot of
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material between Genesis 12 and Exodus 19 when the law is
given. At that time a new covenant is made with Moses.
between Genesis 12 and Exodus 19 we are under the Abramic
covenant and some promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. In
Exodus 19 God changes some things. So The fourth one is
"promise". This dispensation is sometimes called the
dispensation of family. God gives the family of Abraham some
promises. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the patriarchal sons. It
is sometimes called patriarchal patra - father, the fathers
of Israel, specifically Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
This dispensation runs between Genesis 12 and Exodus
19. It is around 430 years.
The first dispensation is in Genesis 2 and 3.
the second is in Genesis 3 to 6
the third runs from Genesis 9-11.
-----------------------------------------------11 chapters total. 2100 years
From this point on things slow down and become a lot
more specific.
Promise is about 50 chapters of Genesis and 19 of
Exodus.
The Law will take us clear up to the first coming of
Christ.
In each dispensation God reveals a little bit more for
man to do and know plus he has the experience and knowledge
of the previous dispensations. There were no sacrifices in
the garden, sacrifices in "conscience", but no alter and
then "human government" gave Man the responsibility to
govern himself. Now, because of the failure in "Human
government" God cursed man by dividing him up by speech.
That produced a conglomeration of nations around the world
who settled according to their speech. He divides the sons
of Adam according to the tribes of Israel, 12 tribes. If you
study geography you will find that there are 12 natural
boundaries in the world.
Deuteronomy 32:8 When the most High divided to the nations
their inheritance, when he separated the sons of Adam, he
set the bounds of the people according to the number of the
children of Israel.
"sons of Adam' - at that time Noah's family
prior to the flood those boundaries weren’t there.
You could walk across he Earth and never encompass a
boundary. They are established after the flood. The natural
boundaries are North America, South America, central
America, Africa, Asia, Artic, Antarctica, Greenland, Europe,
Australia, West Indies.
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He put them where He wanted them Acts 17:26 And hath made of one blood all nations of men
for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath
determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of
their habitation;
Acts 17:27 That they should seek the Lord, if haply they
might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far
from every one of us:
God set those natural boundaries up so men could find God.
The devil tries to get men to cross the boundaries.
The first battle mentioned in the Bible -3 chapters
after he confusion of the tongues.
Genesis 14:1 And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel
king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of
Elam, and Tidal king of nations;
Genesis 14:2 [That these] made war with Bera king of Sodom,
and with Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, and
Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela, which is
Zoar.
Genesis 14:3 All these were joined together in the vale of
Siddim, which is the salt sea.
Promises - lessons in this dispensation
1) God gives Abraham the (unconditional) promise of a great
nation, a great name and the promise of a blessing. The
first blessing.
Genesis 12:1 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out
of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's
house, unto a land that I will shew thee:
God is going to start a new nation. This was made 4000
years ago and that nation is still on this Earth and no
nation has lasted much more than 200-300 years up to this
point. Rome went 3 to 400 years. This nation has lasted 4000
years.
Genesis 12:2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I
will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be
a blessing:
Abraham’s name is still great today. Its great among
the Jews and the Arabs. They both have their lineage from
Abraham.
Genesis 12:3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and
curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families
of the earth be blessed.
Abraham was a blessing even to his own family.
'families of the Earth' - there are only 3 families of
the earth and everyone comes from either Shem, Ham or
Japheth. They are blessed by Abraham which is down through
Noah, through Shem.
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Two kinds of blessings - physical and spiritual
The nations of the earth are blessed physically when
they treat the Jew properly.
In Abraham eventually came the Lord Jesus Christ who
died for sins, so everybody that believes on the Lord Jesus
Christ receives a spiritual blessing through Abraham. He is
the fountain head of all physical and spiritual blessings.
Ephesians 1:3 Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly [places] in Christ:
Your lineage is from Christ who was the son of Abraham.
So, in Abraham all the families of the Earth are blessed
either physically or spiritually.
God will destroy every nation that turned against
the Jew physically and every person who turns against Jesus
Christ God will destroy spiritually.
God makes more promises against the Earth in this
dispensation than in any other.
Genesis 12:7 And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said,
Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an
altar unto the LORD, who appeared unto him.
Here is the promise to Abraham of a physical seed.
That’s unconditional.
Genesis 15:3 And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given
no seed: and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir.
Ishmael is born and he thinks that’s the heir.
Genesis 15:4 And, behold, the word of the LORD [came] unto
him, saying, This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall
come forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir.
It’s going to have to come from Sarah.
Genesis 15:5 And he brought him forth abroad, and said,
Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able
to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be.
Genesis 15:6 And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it
to him for righteousness.
The promise of a seed physically as spiritually in
essence as the stars.
Genesis 22:17 That in blessing I will bless thee, and in
multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the
heaven, and as the sand which [is] upon the sea shore; and
thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies;
There is physical seed (sand upon the seashore), the
nation of Israel and a heavenly seed (the stars of heaven).
The physical seed is through Israel and the spiritual seed
is through Christ, those that are born again.
Genesis 22:18 And in thy seed shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.
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He is promised blessings physical and spiritual. He is
promised land:
Genesis 15:18 In the same day the LORD made a covenant with
Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from
the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river
Euphrates:
Genesis 15:19 The Kenites, and the Kenizzites, and the
Kadmonites,
Genesis 15:20 And the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the
Rephaims,
Genesis 15:21 And the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the
Girgashites, and the Jebusites.
Ishmael was not to get the land because he wasn’t
the seed. The fight over the land today has the Arabs saying
they have the right to Palestine through Ismael and the Jews
say it’s their right through Abraham. The Jews are right.
Isaac was the heir.
Genesis 17:4 As for me, behold, my covenant [is] with thee,
and thou shalt be a father of many nations.
Genesis 17:5 Neither shall thy name any more be called
Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many
nations have I made thee.
Genesis 17:6 And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I
will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee.
Abraham == high father
Many kings came out of Israel, Judah and the
Ishmaelites and many other kings have Jewish blood in them.
Genesis 17:7 And I will establish my covenant between me
and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an
everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed
after thee.
Genesis 17:8 And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed
after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the
land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be
their God.
Genesis 17:9 And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my
covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their
generations.
Genesis 17:10 This [is] my covenant, which ye shall keep,
between me and you and thy seed after thee; Every man child
among you shall be circumcised.
Genesis 17:11 And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your
foreskin; and it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt me
and you.
It’s a token or sign of what God has done and what
He is doing and what He will do.
Genesis 17:12 And he that is eight days old shall be
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circumcised among you, every man child in your generations,
he that is born in the house, or bought with money of any
stranger, which [is] not of thy seed.
eight == newness in the Bible
The blood clots better at 8 days then any time
before or after.
Genesis 17:13 He that is born in thy house, and he that is
bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised: and my
covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant.
Genesis 17:14 And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of
his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall be cut off
from his people; he hath broken my covenant.
This promise is conditional.
This is the Abrahamic covenant. - promises to
Abraham.
We saw the Edenic, Adamic, Noahic and now the
Abrahamic covenant.
Man's responsibility
Since God is calling a man out of the heathen
(nations) to produce a special nation He is to bless
eternally the heathen are so under the conscience, the blood
sacrifice God gave them, since the garden, so Romans 1 and 2
still apply for the heathen. If he isn’t circumcised and
isn’t in Israel and not part of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob he
is responsible to fulfill Romans 1 and 2. He is to yield to
the revelation of the creation, to his conscience and he is
to have a blood sacrifice. But they pervert it. In this
dispensation idolatry shows up. The seeds of it are with
Nimrod and the Babylonian religion but it really starts to
show up here. It really begins to take hold within the
nations.
At that point the Bible deals with the special nation.
That special family and his seed. God tells them three
things. Salvation and blessing are going to be dependent on
three things basically:
1) to sacrifice, build an altar, animal sacrifices much like
Noah and Abel did.
2) they are to stay in the land else the blessings begin to
fall away. They would have had perpetual blessings had they
stayed in the land. There were famines in Genesis 9-13
because men don’t listen to God. Joseph wasn’t called down
to Egypt to preserve Israel; he went down because of the
sins of the patriarchs. In Exodus 1 pharaoh tried to wipe
them out. It would have never happened had they stayed in
the land.
3) circumcision covenant. A man must be circumcised or cut
off from the blessings of the people.
2342

4) all (heathen too) must have faith. Salvation always has
an element of faith. There is an element of works. Only in
grace we don’t have to do work because we are Christ's
workmanship. In all other dispensations man must do and
believe in what God says, to be blessed spiritually and
physically.
Faith is revealed by:
Abraham - an example of the exercise of faith. He believed
what God said. He was willing to sacrifice Isaac.
Isaac - the possession of faith
Jacob - the disciplines of faith - Got Leah instead of
Rebecca. When you believe God expects something out of you
Joseph - the patience and the reward of faith. He went from
Jail to second ruler of Egypt
Genesis 25:5 And Abraham gave all that he had unto Isaac.
In this dispensation you are dealing with primarily
with Grace, no law yet revealed.
Man's failure
1) the heathen rather than repent get worse. They turn to
idolatry.
Genesis 31:30 And now, [though] thou wouldest needs be
gone, because thou sore longedst after thy father's house,
[yet] wherefore hast thou stolen my gods?
Genesis 31:31 And Jacob answered and said to Laban, Because
I was afraid: for I said, Peradventure thou wouldest take by
force thy daughters from me.
The idols or icons came from Laban's people.
Exodus 12:12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt this
night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of
Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt
I will execute judgment: I [am] the LORD.
The gods of Egypt. The heathen didn’t learn from the
tower of Babel and Nimrod. They are becoming engrossed with
idolatry.
Romans 1:21 Because that, when they knew God, they
glorified [him] not as God, neither were thankful; but
became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart
was darkened.
Romans 1:22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became
fools,
Romans 1:23 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God
into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds,
and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.
Romans 1:24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness
through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their
own bodies between themselves:
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Romans 1:25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and
worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator,
who is blessed for ever. Amen.
Romans 1:26 For this cause God gave them up unto vile
affections: for even their women did change the natural use
into that which is against nature:
Romans 1:27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural
use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another;
men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving
in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet.
Romans 1:28 And even as they did not like to retain God in
[their] knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind,
to do those things which are not convenient;
Romans 1:29 Being filled with all unrighteousness,
fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full
of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers,
Romans 1:30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud,
boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents,
Romans 1:31 Without understanding, covenantbreakers,
without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful:
Romans 1:32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they
which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do
the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.
pictures the heathen of this (Genesis) time
2) Israel ends up in bondage to Egypt, a cursed nation,
because of sin and rebellion.
the judgement
Exodus 1:11 Therefore they did set over them taskmasters to
afflict them with their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh
treasure cities, Pithom and Raamses.
Pharaoh is taking Israel into captivity where they
lose their freedom and liberty and are about to lose their
identity if God doesn’t step in. God has to step in to the
mess man makes at the end of each dispensation.
why?
The failure
1) they left their land. God never called them out.
2) they didn’t circumcise.
Exodus 4:26 So he let him go: then she said, A bloody
husband [thou art], because of the circumcision.
Moses’ wife said this because Moses didn’t
circumcise his children. Moses had not fulfilled the
condition of the Abrahamic covenant
The attribute of God revealed
faithfulness - God makes some promises and He comes through
with them. Only the conditional promises don’t come through.
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Israel loses the blessing, protection of God simply because
they do not believe. God was faithful with Abraham's seed.
God was faithful with Isaac and Jacob because of His promise
to Abraham. Lesson: We don’t go to hell after we are saved
because God is faithful to His son Jesus Christ. He promised
His son that everybody who believe on him will have
everlasting life. Nobody deserves it.
(Eden - the goodness of God, Conscience - the
longsuffering of God, Human Government - the justice of God)
Innocence - Adam fell and became a rebel against God and
separated from God spiritually and in the sense of
fellowship also.
Conscience – Man went by his conscience as is
revealed in Romans 2. The law is written in the heart and
the conscience bears witness, but the conscience will not
produce a strong enough grip on a person to get him/her to
do right. The entire society rebelled against God and the
peaching of the man of God and only eight people remained.
Human government - God gave man more responsibility.
Now he can govern himself and we see the beginning of the
nations. Man is saved (as in any age) by believing in God
and obeying what He says to do. From the fall of Eden till
this time there are animal sacrifices involved, Abel, Noah,
Abraham. Without the shedding of blood there is no
remission. God uses that as a type of Christ the lamb to
come. That’s how someone was saved in those early times.
Promise - many promises given to Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob. Man is given more revelation of the will of God. His
justification is dependent on him believing God (Genesis
15). He is also offering a blood sacrifice (Genesis 12). Up
till the end of this age man is justified by going by
whatever light he has. The need for sacrifice he gets by
following his conscience. If he did that believing that’s
what God wants.
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Now a drastic jump. The first 4 dispensations were all
packed into Genesis. The next will cover the rest of the OT
(38 books) and first 4 books of NT, which are technically
under the OT).
This legal age begins at the given of the law in
Exodus to Moses and goes clear till the crucifixion of
Christ. It’s also called the Mosaic covenant. We covered the
Edenic, Adamic, Noahic, and Abrahamic covenants. This is the
Mosaic covenant.
How will man react to a Divine Law given by God. God
has given government as a restraint in Genesis 9. Before
that he was given conscience as a restraint. They didn’t
keep man from sinning. Now God goes a step beyond and gives
a volume of material and what to do and not to do to
restrain man from doing wrong an
to encourage him to do right. But again, Man will not be
made into what God wants. The law will fail too.
3 things about the law
the law has scope or boundaries the law is distance –
includes:
1) the moral codes, civil (social laws), and religious laws.
Up till now God hasn’t given much moral or religious
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code. He gave Noah some civil law about shedding blood (eye
for an eye).
The bible terms are commandments (the moral code).
Exodus 20:1 And God spake all these words, saying,
Exodus 20:2 I [am] the LORD thy God, which have brought
thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.
Exodus 20:3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me.
Exodus 20:4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image,
or any likeness [of any thing] that [is] in heaven above, or
that [is] in the earth beneath, or that [is] in the water
under the earth:
Exodus 20:5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor
serve them: for I the LORD thy God [am] a jealous God,
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto
the third and fourth [generation] of them that hate me;
Exodus 20:6 And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that
love me, and keep my commandments.
Exodus 20:7 Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy
God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that
taketh his name in vain.
Exodus 20:8 Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.
Exodus 20:9 Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy
work: be made into what God wants. The Law will fail too.
Exodus 20:10 But the seventh day [is] the sabbath of the
LORD thy God: [in it]
thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy
daughter, thy manservant,
nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that
[is] within thy gate
s:
Exodus 20:11 For [in] six days the LORD made heaven and
earth, the sea, and all
that in them [is], and rested the seventh day: wherefore
the LORD blessed the s
sabbath day, and hallowed it.
Exodus 20:12 Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy
days may be long upon t
he land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.
Exodus 20:13 Thou shalt not kill.
Exodus 20:14 Thou shalt not commit adultery.
Exodus 20:15 Thou shalt not steal.
Exodus 20:16 Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy
neighbour.
Exodus 20:17 Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house,
thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his
manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor hi
s ass, nor any thing that [is] thy neighbour's.
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Exodus 20:18 And all the people saw the thunderings, and
the lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the
mountain smoking: and when the people saw [it], they
removed, and stood afar off.
Exodus 20:19 And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us,
and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we
die.
Exodus 20:20 And Moses said unto the people, Fear not: for
God is come to prove you, and that his fear may be before
your faces, that ye sin not.
Exodus 20:21 And the people stood afar off, and Moses drew
near unto the thick darkness where God [was].
Exodus 20:22 And the LORD said unto Moses, Thus thou shalt
say unto the children of Israel, Ye have seen that I have
talked with you from heaven.
Exodus 20:23 Ye shall not make with me gods of silver,
neither shall ye make unto you gods of gold.
Exodus 20:24 An altar of earth thou shalt make unto me, and
shalt sacrifice thereon thy burnt offerings, and thy peace
offerings, thy sheep, and thine oxen: in all places where I
record my name I will come unto thee, and I will bless thee.
Exodus 20:25 And if thou wilt make me an altar of stone,
thou shalt not build it of hewn stone: for if thou lift up
thy tool upon it, thou hast polluted it.
Exodus 20:26 Neither shalt thou go up by steps unto mine
altar, that thy nakedness be not discovered thereon.
The moral code.
2) the civil code (the judgements) (Exodus 21:1-24:11)
3) the religious law (ordinances). Sometimes "commandments"
can be applied to the whole thing. Sometimes "judgements".
(Exodus 24:12-Exodus 31).
Very few shalls and shall nots till now. But now
there is much of that.
The deficiency of the law - what was wrong with it.
In relation to God the law was perfect but it didn’t
work as for as justifying Man, but it didn’t bring him into
the full fellowship that God intended and wanted. He didn’t
make a mistake but just used a different formula in each
dispensation to allow Man to fail, to prove in the end that
God is right and Man is wrong and no matter what the
conditions Man fails. At the judgment Man will have no
excuse. They had no law, law, grace etc. God will be clear
of any unfairness or inequality. Man is not worthy and short
of grace. Man would be an utter failure.
Before the law has been given to Moses, Israel has come out
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of Egypt, had the blood of the lamb applied, they have been
redeemed, they have come out across the Red Sea, they have
been baptized as a nation and now they are in the wilderness
and God reveals to him His absolute holiness
Exodus 19:3 And Moses went up unto God, and the LORD called
unto him out of the mountain, saying, Thus shalt thou say to
the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel;
Exodus 19:4 Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and
[how] I bare you on eagles' wings, and brought you unto
myself.
Exodus 19:5 Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed,
and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure
unto me above all people: for all the earth [is] mine:
Exodus 19:6 And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests,
and an holy nation. These [are] the words which thou shalt
speak unto the children of Israel.
Exodus 19:7 And Moses came and called for the elders of the
people, and laid before their faces all these words which
the LORD commanded him.
Exodus 19:8 And all the people answered together, and said,
All that the LORD hath spoken we will do. And Moses returned
the words of the people unto the LORD.
A statement made without thinking. They got too bold as He
hadn’t really given them the commandments yet. God reveals 2
(moral and civil) of the 3 sections to them and during that
time they break the first and second commandments. They
worship another God and they serve other gods.
Exodus 24:3 And Moses came and told the people all the
words of the LORD, and all the judgments: and all the people
answered with one voice, and said, All the words which the
LORD hath said will we do.
Exodus 24:4 And Moses wrote all the words of the LORD, and
rose up early in the morning, and builded an altar under the
hill, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of
Israel.
Exodus 24:5 And he sent young men of the children of
Israel, which offered burnt offerings, and sacrificed peace
offerings of oxen unto the LORD.
Exodus 24:6 And Moses took half of the blood, and put [it]
in basons; and half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar.
Exodus 24:7 And he took the book of the covenant, and read
in the audience of the people: and they said, All that the
LORD hath said will we do, and be obedient.
Exodus 24:8 And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled [it] on
the people, and said, Behold the blood of the covenant,
which the LORD hath made with you concerning all these
words.
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Chapters 21-23 - no one could keep these commandments
for even 3 hours. God gave them the first two section,
contains commandments and judgements. The last section
contains the ordinances which will include the tabernacle
and the feasts and the Levitical priesthood. They grabbed
unto just the cold hard commandment of the law and said they
would do it. They haven’t waited on God to get any way of
redeeming themselves if they don’t do it. Sections 1 and 2
had no provision for wat to do if you break them.
Moses then goes back into the mountains till chapter
32. While he is working in the mountains on the Tabernacle,
Israel is down on the Earth breaking the first 2
commandments. They are making an idol, a golden calf,
without any provision for mercy under the covenant that they
had just made with God.
Moses finishes the tabernacle (a picture of Christ
and His redeeming work for the sinner), curtains, veils
skins for the bars (26), the dimensions for the brazen alter
(27). They will need that brazen alter, but they have
already sinned. Then the court, the hangings of the court,
the oil of the light. In (28) the priesthood, mediator
between God and man that will bring back into fellowship the
sinner with the Saviour. They don’t have that down on the
ground. All they have is he commandments and the judgments.
The breastplate, the ephod, robe of the ephod, the holy
crown.
Exodus 28:36 And thou shalt make a plate [of] pure gold,
and grave upon it, [like] the engravings of a signet,
HOLINESS TO THE LORD.
"pure gold" - a picture of Deity. the highest valued thing
in the Bible was gold, the highest valued thing in a man's
life is his God.
'holy' fond many times in the 5 books of Moses. that’s the
theme of the legal dispensation. Holiness is the attribute
God reveals to the nation of Israel, revealed in the law.
The law is absolutely impossible for man to keep, even for
an hour. The standards are unbelievably high.
The ministry of the priesthood is reveled to Moses
in (29-31). Maybe a month between 24 and 31. In that time
they made a golden calf, reverted to the religion of Egypt
(a type of the world) and they are starting to go naked.
they are breaking all three codes. Moses returns with the
commandments, written on stone. Joshua called the people's
noise the voice of war.
Exodus 32:18 And he said, [It is] not the voice of [them
that] shout for mastery, neither [is it] the voice of [them
that] cry for being overcome: [but] the noise of [them that]
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sing do I hear.
They had just come out of an African nation and now
they are acting in that way.
The law they said they would keep is on the stones.
When Moses sees the wickedness, he breaks the tablets. If he
would have kept them intact it would have wiped out the
whole nation right there. Moses carried the death warrant
for Israel. They had no mercy. They had made a blood
covenant with God on the first two points and had yet gotten
the mercy section.
Then he begins to intercede for them and he
convinces God not to kill them all but many did die. They
still didn’t have a priesthood or a tabernacle or the feasts
set up. They weren’t doing all they had told God they would
do. Without a way of redeeming the sinner the law or any
other system is absolutely useless.
It will just condemn a man, not justify him. They make
the man a liar.
In Exodus 40 Moses sets up the tabernacle.
In Leviticus 1-7 he institutes the feasts.
In Leviticus 8 he sets up the priesthood. They get
consecrated and can go to work. From that point on Israel
has a way of paying for their sins. They now have the
ordinances by which they can redeem themselves. That’s the
deficiency of the law, if it wasn’t for the third part the
law would have condemned Israel to death. The tabernacles,
feasts and the priesthood all pictured the redemptive work
of Christ. The law pictured His nature: righteousness,
holiness. The rest pictured His mercy, longsuffering and His
love. That’s all seen in the tabernacle.
Romans 8:3 For what the law could not do, in that it was
weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the
flesh:
Romans 8:4 That the righteousness of the law might be
fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit.
Romans 8:5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the
things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the
things of the Spirit.
There's the deficiency of the law. Its weak through
the flesh.
What is the law's duty?
We’ve seen the distance that it travels and the
deficiency of it. The duty (purpose) of the law.
Romans 3:19 Now we know that what things soever the law
saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every
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mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty
before God.
'under' - whoever can understand it
The law is to condemn, to show you to be guilty.
Romans 3:20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall
no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law [is] the
knowledge of sin.
The duty of the law is to show you to be a sinner.
It was never given to justify, but to condemn, to show you
need the atoning work of Christ. The Tabernacle-feastpriesthood system was to reveal the work of Christ as the
redeemer and the justifier and the one who would atone for
sin.
Romans 5:20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence
might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more
abound:
The law was added to make sin abound, not make more
sin but that people might recognize sin better.
Romans 7:7 What shall we say then? [Is] the law sin? God
forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had
not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt the law
entered to reveal to him what covetous was and its wrongness
in the sight of God.
Romans 7:9 For I was alive without the law once: but when
the commandment came, sin revived, and I died.
Romans 7:10 And the commandment, which [was ordained] to
life, I found [to be] unto death.
spiritual death, like Adam and Eve.
The commandment wasn’t to kill you but condemn you
because of your carnal nature.
Romans 7:11 For sin, taking occasion by the commandment,
deceived me, and by it slew [me].
Romans 7:12 Wherefore the law [is] holy, and the
commandment holy, and just, and good.
there is nothing wrong with the commandments. It’s
me.
Romans 7:13 Was then that which is good made death unto me?
God forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, working death
in me by that which is good; that sin by the commandment
might become exceeding sinful.
Romans 7:14 For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am
carnal, sold under sin.
its sin that kills me. the wages of sin is death,
not the wages of the law. the law shows you to be a sinner,
reveals to you what is killing you.
Galatians 3:13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the
law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed
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[is] every one that hangeth on a tree:
The law puts you under a curse, Christ puts you
under grace. The OT has 39 books (3 * 13). The OT is a
revelation of the law in 39 books. 13 = rebellion in the
bible. The last statement in the last book of the OT has a
curse. It ends in a curse because man has sinned. Christ
shows up in the 40th book of the Bible, the number of
testing and trials. He came to redeem man from the curse of
the OT.
Galatians 3:23 But before faith came, we were kept under
the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be
revealed.
Galatians 3:24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster [to
bring us] unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.
The scope (distance) of the law is to the Jew. The duty
of the law is to condemn man. Up until the first coming the
Gentiles, who have not the law are still under conscience
and the law written unto their heart. They still have the
revelation of the Creation (Romans 1) and the conscience
(Romans 2), Israel have the full revelation of the law. So
the Jew can find through the law and ordinances, feats and
priesthood justification. The Gentile did animal sacrifices
after his conscience convicted him of sin.
This dispensation begins in Exodus 20 with the giving
of the commandments and ends at Calvary (Matthew 27).
Matthew 26:28 For this is my blood of the new testament,
which is shed for many for the remission of sins.
The blood of the OT, Moses' testament is in effect
until the blood is shed at Calvary.
Hebrews 1:9 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated
iniquity; therefore God, [even] thy God, hath anointed thee
with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.
Hebrews 9:16 For where a testament [is], there must also of
necessity be the death of the testator.
also reveal when the first covenant stopped.
Hebrews 10:7 Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the
book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God.
Hebrews 10:8 Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and
burnt offerings and [offering] for sin thou wouldest not,
neither hadst pleasure [therein]; which are offered by the
law;
'wouldest not' - God didn’t have any pleasure in the OT
system
Hebrews 10:9 Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O
God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the
second.
The First Coming was merely a picture and a type of
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the final government God would make with the Gentiles
through Christ and with the Jew through the Messiah, the
Second Coming.
Hebrews 9:16 For where a testament [is], there must also of
necessity be the death of the testator.
Man's failure
a) Israel apostatizes in the end of the legal dispensation
and goes into captivity. Why? they reject the written law.
(600 BC). 70 years later God has mercy on them and allows a
remnant to come back into the land, but they never have a
king again. Eventually Rome overtakes them and puts them
under subjection to the Gentiles again. Then they get one
more chance, this time not to accept the written law. It’s
to accept the incarnate law, the Lord Jesus Christ and they
reject it. He is not only the incarnation of the law but the
prophets.
Romans 3:21 But now the righteousness of God without the
law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the
prophets;
They reject the law and the prophets in the O.T.
Christ shows up: the prophet of God the embodiment of the
law in a man. They have rejected two witnesses to the law.
They reject he incarnate law. In 70 AD they go into
captivity to the Gentile nations again. They are restored
twice. Out of Egyptian bondage he restored them to the land
and gave them the law. they fell. He bought them out of
Babylonian captivity back to the land, He restored them
under Nehemiah and Ezra and they reject again. Back to
captivity again.
On Christ being the incarnation of the law:
Matthew 3:15 And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer [it
to be so] now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all
righteousness. Then he suffered him.
Christ kept every point of the law.
Matthew 5:17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law,
or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.
The attribute of God revealed in the legal period
It revealed through the written law and through the
incarnate law. the holiness of God. In both instances Israel
totally rejects the revelation of the law and the mercy
that’s under the law.
How God dealt with those that had the law
Ezekiel 18:20 The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son
shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the
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father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of
the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the
wicked shall be upon him.
How are people righteous.
Luke 1:6 And they were both righteous before God, walking
in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord
blameless.
In the OT man were righteous walking in the
commandments and covenants. The kept the commandment’s,
judgments and also the ordinances because they couldn’t keep
the commandments and the judgments by themselves. They
needed a way to redeem themselves when they broke the
commandments.
Ezekiel 18:21 But if the wicked will turn from all his sins
that he hath committed, and keep all my statutes, and do
that which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he
shall not die.
Ezekiel 18:22 All his transgressions that he hath
committed, they shall not be mentioned unto him: in his
righteousness that he hath done he shall live.
'his' - in the OT a man developed his own righteousness by
keeping the righteousness of the law, but that still didn’t
justify him. A man who died righteous in the OT couldn’t go
to heaven yet. He had to wait for Christ to die and fulfill
all righteousness and then he had imputed, holy, divine
righteousness. He wasn’t initially cleared of his sins
because his forgiveness was based on the blood of an animal,
and the blood of bulls and goats could not take away sin.
The old system didn’t have perfect, divine righteousness, it
was merely a system God used until the right one came along.
Ezekiel 18:23 Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked
should die? saith the Lord GOD: [and] not that he should
return from his ways, and live?
God says. He had a way. That’s why God gave him the
tabernacle and a system for the guy to get forgiveness.
Ezekiel 18:24 But when the righteous turneth away from his
righteousness, and committeth iniquity, [and] doeth
according to all the abominations that the wicked [man]
doeth, shall he live? All his righteousness that he hath
done shall not be mentioned: in his trespass that he hath
trespassed, and in his sin that he hath sinned, in them
shall he die.
The problem with the law is that you could walk
righteous before God and be on your way, but if you turn
from that righteousness you could die and wind up in the
lake of fire. That’s not true in the age of grace because
you are not under the blood of bulls and goats. Your
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redemption is under the blood of the lamb so there is no way
you can turn from your righteousness because you are not
saved by your righteousness. The problem with the OT system
is that it had no assurance of salvation unless the man dies
in his righteousness.
The end of the legal dispensation
------------------------------------------------------We have been through 5 dispensations. Before we go into
grace we are going to cover a period of time between from
the beginning of Christ's ministry through the book of Acts,
a "transition period". No books cover this period. Law to
Grace is not an immediate change. It’s a very difficult
doctrinal study. See chart 4 for Acts.
But even before Acts there is also a transition in the
gospels. "trans" is a change from one thing to another.
translation is one language to another.
The dispensation of law ends at Calvary. It’s not that
simple. Salvation isn’t the same in each dispensation and
law -> grace is not immediate.
Luke 16:14 And the Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard
all these things: and they derided him.
Luke 16:15 And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify
yourselves before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that
which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the
sight of God.
Luke 16:16 The law and the prophets [were] until John:
since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every
man presseth into it.
Luke 16:17 And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass,
than one tittle of the law to fail.
We said that legal dispensation came to a conclusion at
the death of Christ. The new will and testament was
instituted at His death. The law and the prophets [were]
until John. That’s what’s highly esteemed among God. The law
and the prophets He sent, to get Israel to follow the law.
It looks like He is implying that the dispensation of the
law was until John. Grace isn’t fully manifested until the
middle of book of Acts.
We can set some boundaries.
Luke 1:6 And they were both righteous before God, walking
in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord
blameless.
and Mathew 19. In these two places the dispensation
of the law is still in effect.
Luke 1:6 And they were both righteous before God, walking
in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord
blameless.
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Here the law is still in effect.
Sometimes the best way to find what the Bible is
saying is to eliminate what it’s not saying. We know the law
and the prophets are until John.
Matthew 19:17 And he said unto him, Why callest thou me
good? [there is] none good but one, [that is], God: but if
thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.
He was trying to teach the young man that He is God.
'keep the commandments' - in Matthew 19 it looks
like the law is still in effect.
In Acts 15 all the church leaders get together at the
assembly in Jerusalem. It’s not a council, that’s attached
to negative things. Peter, the apostles and the elders get
together, Peter concludes Acts 15:7 And when there had been much disputing, Peter
rose up, and said unto them, Men [and] brethren, ye know how
that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the
Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and
believe.
- recorded in Acts 10 when he went and preached to
Cornelius.
Acts 15:8 And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them
witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as [he did] unto
us;
'witness' - God gave them the Holy Spirit and the sign of
tongues so the Jew would know they got it.
'unto us' - they are now joint heirs
Acts 15:9 And put no difference between us and them,
purifying their hearts by faith.
He sees that God is dealing with both Jews and
Gentiles, that wasn’t necessarily true under the law which
was for the nation of Israel. it was a covenant
relationship between God and Israel. Now he is stating
a new revelation.
Acts 15:10 Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke
upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers
nor we were able to bear?
Don’t go back under the law that God has got us out
from under. The law was a yoke and did not profit the nation
of Israel.
Acts 15:11 But we believe that through the grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as they.
As late as Matthew 19 the law was still in effect.
Grace is fully in effect in Acts 15. So, his is a good
starting boundary for the age of Grace (or maybe a little
sooner). There is an intervening period. Some peculiar
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things happen between these two times. We are going to call
this the transition period.
Individual salvation experiences during this period of time
There was a variety. Up until this time God has
dealt through human prophets. From this time on He himself
will come in the person of Jesus Christ.
(Matthew 3, John 4).
Nowhere in the dispensation of law was it ever
required for a Jew to be baptized. Now through the prophet
John God introduces now that Israel must be baptized in
water to prove repentance from sin and to make ready for the
messiah. That’s part of the transition.
Matthew 3:1 In those days came John the Baptist, preaching
in the wilderness of Judaea,
God is going to give Israel the chance to have the kingdom
that He promised David in the OT.
Matthew 3:11 I indeed baptize you with water unto
repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I,
whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you
with the Holy Ghost, and [with] fire:
referring to Christ. Both John and John's disciples
were baptizing with water.
John 4:1 When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had
heard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John,
John 4:2 (Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his
disciples,)
After John's ministry ends the disciples who have
been baptized by John begin to baptize. It’s a baptism of
repentance for the nation of Israel.
John 1:31 And I knew him not: but that he should be made
manifest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with
water.
'him' - Christ
'manifest' - revealed
John's baptism of water was to prepare Israel for
their Messiah, who if they would receive would bring to them
the kingdom promised to David and the patriarchs and all of
OT Israel. New thing - submit to John's baptism to be
justified, and please God. When a Jew receives this baptism:
Matthew 16:15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I
am?
Matthew 16:16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art
the Christ, the Son of the living God.
Matthew 16:17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed
art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not
revealed [it] unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.
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'manifest' - reveal
It was revealed to Peter that Jesus was the Christ
because Peter had submitted to John's baptism of water.
Every Israeli who received the water baptism had it revealed
to him that this was the work of the messiah. Few scribes
submitted to this.
Note: things are being added but Christ is not doing
away with the law.
When Christ heals a leper notice what he says:
Matthew 8:4 And Jesus saith unto him, See thou tell no man;
but go thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and offer the
gift that Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them. He
still is exhorting the Jew to keep the law. It’s not done
away at Matthew 19 either. They must still keep the law and
also submit to John's baptism to prepare for the kingdom of
heaven. Another problem:
Jesus is in Samaria and runs into the Samaritan
woman. They are half-breed Jew and gentile, a mixed breed.
They had their own form of worship and stayed apart from the
Jews.
John 4:40 So when the Samaritans were come unto him, they
besought him that he would tarry with them: and he abode
there two days.
John 4:41 And many more believed because of his own word;
John 4:42 And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not
because of thy saying: for we have heard [him] ourselves,
and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the
world.
She knew this and had not been baptized. The baptism
of John is to manifest the messiah to Israel. Here Christ
manifests Himself to half-breed Samaritans without that
baptism. They are not Israelites. The Samaritans would not
be part of the kingdom but would be under Israel.
Luke 23:41 And we indeed justly; for we receive the due
reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss.
Luke 23:42 And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when
thou comest into thy kingdom.
This is the thief on the cross. He believes the gospel of
the kingdom. He confesses Christ is Lord. (Estep) believes
the man got saved.
Notice he hasn’t been baptized or kept the law yet
he's justified. In this situation a man is saved entirely by
grace through faith in a period of time where others have to
be baptized. He could have been Jew or Gentile.
There are a number of peculiar things in the
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transition. God dealt with individual issues here. The thief
on the cross must have been a Gentile or a Samaritan, the
Jew needs the baptism of John to realize that this man is
the messiah. It seems that Christ is looking forward to the
age we are in now knowing that Israel was going to reject.
In Acts 2 Peter and the apostles are preaching to
Israelites over the murder of their messiah. Now God is
giving Israel another chance at the kingdom.
Acts 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost.
Here we are back to a situation where the gospel is
to the Jew only (Acts 2-7). Its again repentance and baptism
and now they get the Holy Spirit (the resurrection has
already occurred).
In Acts 8 Phillip goes to the Samaritans. He
preaches whatever gospel he has to them.
Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip preaching the things
concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ,
they were baptized, both men and women.
not necessarily the kingdom of Heaven (physical) but
God (moral, righteous kingdom). They were baptized men and
woman but they do not get the Holy Spirit.
Acts 8:13 Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was
baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding
the miracles and signs which were done.
Acts 8:14 Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem
heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent
unto them Peter and John:
Acts 8:15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for them,
that they might receive the Holy Ghost:
Acts 8:16 (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only
they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.)
Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip preaching the
things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus
Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.
Acts 8:13 Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was
baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding
the miracles and signs which were done.
Acts 8:14 Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem
heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent
unto them Peter and John:
Acts 8:15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for them,
that they might receive the Holy Ghost:
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Acts 8:16 (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only
they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.)
Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip preaching the
things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus
Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.
Acts 8:13 Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was
baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding
the miracles and signs which were done.
Acts 8:14 Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem
heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent
unto them Peter and John:
Acts 8:15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for them,
that they might receive the Holy Ghost:
In Acts 2 they get the Holy Spirit when they get the
baptism of the apostles. Here a man who is not an apostle
baptizes them and preaches to them and they don’t get it.
The apostles have to come up and lay hands on them.
In Acts 8 the Ethiopian Enoch gets saved by
believing the gospel of the blood atonement. No baptism or
laying on of hands.
In Acts 9 Paul gets saved on the road to Damascus just by
seeing the Lord.
In Acts 10 the centurion Cornelius gets saved by
hearing the word.
So different people are getting saved in different
ways. The Enoch was a full blooded Gentile, a prostylite to
Judaism.. Sometimes it’s a Jew, sometimes a Samaritan.
In Acts 16 Paul deals with a Gentile who asks how to
get saved and Paul said to believe on the Lord Jesus. At
that point we are no longer in transition. The gospel of the
grace of God has been revealed to the apostles and to the
whole church. Now you would think that from this point on
everybody gets saved the same way.
Then in Acts 19 Paul runs into some Jewish disciples
of Apollos who don’t know if there be a Holy Ghost yet they
have believed the gospel of John the Baptist and have been
baptized by him and that’s as far as they got. Here Paul
realizes he doesn’t have a Gentile in front of him and these
men already believe the gospel of the kingdom and been
baptized in water by John. So, he preaches to them that
Jesus is the Christ. Why? Because that baptism was to
manifest that messiah to them, they are Jews. When that
happens he baptizes them, lays hands on them and they
receive the Holy Ghost. It’s a throwback to the period of
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time before Acts 15 and 16. It’s done here in 19 because
they are Jews, already been baptized by John, believe the
kingdom gospel. So, Paul just completes the formula of Acts
2 and Acts 8 here, being an apostle. Acts and the gospels is
one of the most difficult studies in the bible. It’s not all
law or all grace until after Acts 16 with the exception of
Acts 19. Heretics use Acts because there is no specific
doctrine in that age for salvation.
Easier changes in the transition period
There is a transition in the gospels themselves when
you read through Matthew Mark, Luke and John. (from the
kingdom to grace).
In Matthew the revelation is to reveal the king to
Israel. By the time you get to John no longer is the king or
the kingdom an issue. In John the issue is to believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ. There has been a transition away from the
Jew, then the Samaritan. In John many of the things that are
rue in his dispensation are found because
1)_there is a transition period from law to grace (God knew
that when He had John write).
when John wrote John he wrote it late, 85 AD. The
Pauline revelation of the gospel of the grace of God in the
church age had already been written and revealed.
There is a transition from the kingdom to grace.
Jewish apostles -> apostles to the Gentiles

GRA Christ -ascends
CE -sends the Spirit
(6)
Acts 1:1-9
Acts 2:1-4
John -establishes His
1:17 church
Titus
1Cor 12:12,13
2:11Eph 3:1-10

Believe & Obey
-for eternal life
Acts 2:36-47
John
6:28,29,47; 5:24
Rom 5:1,2; 10:4
Eph 2:8,9
-for earthly living

Apostas
y2Tim
4:3-4
Heb 6:48

2362

Away from
God
2Tim 3:13
2Pet 2:13,17-22

The Bride of
Christ
caught up to meet
Him.
1The 4:16-17
Rev 3:10
Judgment- The
apostate

By Grace through
Faith1Pet 1:18-21
Isaiah 53
Rom 3:20-26
Rom 6:23
also see references
under

14
1Pet
1:1012

Rom 8:2-4
Gal 2:20; 3:2,3

church enters the
Tribulation.
Rev 2:21-23
Rev 3:15-16

'Man's
Responsibility'

The dispensation of grace.
We are not under the law. Grace is in contrast to
law.

This dispensation begins in Acts. It’s after the
resurrection.
John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us,
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten
of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
John 1:17 For the law was given by Moses, [but] grace and
truth came by Jesus Christ.
There was some grace and truth in the OT but its
bold manifestation is Jesus Christ. The OT was not perfect
in its ability to convert man. It was a temporary covenant
and solution till Christ came to die for us.]
The law of Moses was sufficient for the time. It was
added to keep transgressions down. It was God's system of
justifying men in the OT but not a perfect system.
Hebrews 10:1 For the law having a shadow of good things to
come, [and] not the very image of the things, can never with
those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually
make the comers thereunto perfect.
The law made no one perfect, it condemned. The law
showed you were a sinner and Christ is to save the sinner.
He is full of grace and truth. Law to grace transpires
through Christ.
Grace is recognized in Acts 15 as the only way of
salvation. Christ is born and baptized under the law. Christ
is born and baptized under the law.
Luke 14:14 And thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot
recompense thee: for thou shalt be recompensed at the
resurrection of the just.
Somewhere between the baptism and Calvary the legal
dispensation comes to a stop. It’s over by Calvary where the
NT, His last will and testament, is established. You CAN
tell:
1) at Calvary the NT begins - FACT. The legal dispensation
ends around that time.
2) the church (body of Christ), one of the things God
manifests in the age of grace, begins in Acts 2. People born
again and in Christ.
1Corinthians 12:13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized
into one body, whether [we be] Jews or Gentiles, whether [we
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be] bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one
Spirit.
- the body of Christ
Ephesians 2:22 In whom ye also are builded together for an
habitation of God through the Spirit.
The body is defined as the church here
So, the church begins in Acts 2. there though not
reveal
3) The Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8) is the first time a man is
saved by grace through faith who believes in the death,
burial and resurrection of Christ. Phillip reads to him out
of Isaiah 53, the OT passage telling of Christ's atoning
death for the sinner.
(the thief on the cross was saved by grace through faith but
didn’t believe in Christ as a substitutionary atonement. He
believed on Him as God and believed in the resurrection but
didn’t understand that Christ was dying on the cross for his
sins.
In Acts 15 all the leaders, apostles and elders get
together to see how a person is saved.
Acts 2: repent be baptized in the name of Christ and
he will get the gift of the Holy Ghost. (talking to Israel).
The Apostles and preachers, not the converts, speak in
tongues.
In Acts 8 some Samaritans get saved. they believe
the gospel, get baptized, and they don’t get the Holy Ghost
and don’t get tongues. Apostles have to come and lay hands
upon them before they get the Holy Ghost.
The Ethiopian Eunuch doesn’t need hands or tongues
or anything, he just gets saved by believing.
Jews -> Gentiles
12 Apostles -> Apostles to the Gentiles
In Acts 15 every type of salvation is discussed and
they determine which is the right one from this point on.
Acts 15:1 And certain men which came down from Judaea
taught the brethren, [and said], Except ye be circumcised
after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved.
Unsaved men were teaching that salvation is through
works connected with the Mosaic law. A heresy. Works =
salvation
Acts 15:5 But there rose up certain of the sect of the
Pharisees which believed, saying, That it was needful to
circumcise them, and to command [them] to keep the law of
Moses.
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they are saved and do believe but though that the
Gentiles who believe on Christ must be circumcised and for
them to keep the law of Moses.
the most common heresy today. Faith + works =
salvation.
Acts 15:7 And when there had been much disputing, Peter
rose up, and said unto them, Men [and] brethren, ye know how
that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the
Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and
believe.
happened in Acts 10 with Cornelius
Acts 15:8 And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them
witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as [he did] unto
us;
Peter knew that because Gentiles spoke in tongues
just like the Jewish apostles in Acts 2.
Acts 15:9 And put no difference between us and them,
purifying their hearts by faith.
Jew and Gentile
Acts 15:10 Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke
upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers
nor we were able to bear?
Acts 15:11 But we believe that through the grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as they.
at this point salvation is by grace through faith
stated by Peter.
Grace through faith = salvation. How people are
saved today. The church accepted this. After Acts 1 there is
no doubt salvation is by grace through faith for jew and
gentile. That’s the dispensation of grace.
The period of time
Acts 15 (around) until the rapture (when the body of
Christ is taken out and God again begins to deal with
Israel).
The year for the rapture unknown. The calendar is
messed up. We don’t know exactly what year we are in.
1Thessalonians 4:16 For the Lord himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise
first:
1Thessalonians 4:17 Then we which are alive [and] remain
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
The church goes out at that point and the trump of
God sounds and the vice of the archangel Michael. Michael
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stands for the nation of Israel. (Daniel 12)
At the Rapture Michael begins to deal with God's people, the
nation of Israel, for which he stands. That is the 70th week
of Daniel, God's unfinished business with Israel.
Ephesians 3:1 For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of
Jesus Christ for you Gentiles,
Ephesians 3:2 If ye have heard of the dispensation of the
grace of God which is given me to you-ward:
What this age is called. But there was always some
grace in the others too. Noah found grace in the eyes of the
Lord. (Genesis 6)
Moses mentions 'grace' in Exodus.
Grace is God's unmerited favor, something God gives.
We don’t deserve it. In this age grace is more predominant
than it’s ever been. We don’t deserve the grace God gives
us. Grace didn’t save Noah, he found grace because God told
him to build a boat. When he got on the boat, that provided
his salvation. We don’t have to build a boat. Our ark is
already built, we are Christ's workmanship created in
Christ. There is OT grace, but not as full and complete as
it is right now. There is an element of works and obedience
on the part of the individual. They have to follow law,
build a boat, sacrifices, etc. In this age all God asks for
is our faith.
The plan of salvation is easy today. In Acts it
becomes evident that God will save Jews and Gentiles alike
in the same manner.
Acts 11:19 Now they which were scattered abroad upon the
persecution that arose about Stephen travelled as far as
Phenicia, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to
none but unto the Jews only.
Acts 11:20 And some of them were men of Cyprus and
Cyrene, which, when they were come to Antioch, spake unto
the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus.
Acts 11:21 And the hand of the Lord was with them: and a
great number believed, and turned unto the Lord.
Acts 11:22 Then tidings of these things came unto the ears
of the church which was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth
Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch.
Acts 11:23 Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of
God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of
heart they would cleave unto the Lord.
He saw that these Gentiles got saved, He saw the
grace of God. He saw God was going to save the Gentiles as
He had saved the Jews - by believing.
The plan of salvation is for Jew and Gentile alike.
Not necessarily true in the OT. It was Jews with the law and
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Gentiles with the creation and conscience.
Romans 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God;
Romans 3:24 Being justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus:
We don’t deserve to be justified in any way, let
alone freely.
'redemption' - buying back - God has paid for our sins.
Every slave that wants to can walk out from the bondage of
sin and accept the payment Christ has made. Redemption is
the buying back of something that was already sold.
We are justified freely by His grace Romans 5:2 By whom also we have access by faith into this
grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of
God.
We are standing in grace by faith. The plan of
salvation in this period.
The purpose of grace (this dispensation)
Reveals God's patience and longsuffering towards us.
Ephesians 1:7 In whom we have redemption through his blood,
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his
grace;
In Eternity, whenever God wants to display His grace
he can just point at one of us and say he hated me, rejected
the Jew and repented of his sins and I saved him by grace.
Paul reveals not only will grace be revealed through
us in this dispensation but also like God might save Jew and
Gentile alike Ephesians 3:2 If ye have heard of the dispensation of the
grace of God which is given me to you-ward:
Ephesians 3:3 How that by revelation he made known unto me
the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words,
Ephesians 3:4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my
knowledge in the mystery of Christ)
Ephesians 3:5 Which in other ages was not made known unto
the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy
apostles and prophets by the Spirit;
Ephesians 3:6 That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and
of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by
the gospel:
The promise of the Holy Spirit. (John 14,16). It was
an OT promise to Israel. Only they were promised the Holy
Ghost. (Ezekiel 36). The Gentile was vile and unclean. But
when the Jew rejected God said Jew and Gentile would get it
alike. God's grace was given to the most undeserving people
on Earth, the Gentiles.
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What is the position of a person that’s saved by grace?
Romans 6:14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for
ye are not under the law, but under grace.
Romans 6:15 What then? shall we sin, because we are not
under the law, but under grace? God forbid.
The position of the believer is in Christ and the
grace of Christ by and through grace.
Romans 10:4 For Christ [is] the end of the law for
righteousness to every one that believeth.
When a person believes on Christ God gives them
unmerited righteousness:
Romans 4:1 What shall we say then that Abraham our father,
as pertaining to the flesh, hath found?
Romans 4:2 For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath
[whereof] to glory; but not before God.
Romans 4:3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed
God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness.
If you try to work your way into heaven God is in
debt to you to give you what you deserve. And the wages of
sin is death. With grace God can give you mercy and grace.
Romans 4:4 Now to him that worketh is the reward not
reckoned of grace, but of debt.
Romans 4:5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on
him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for
righteousness.
Romans 4:6 Even as David also describeth the blessedness of
the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works,
God just gives you the righteousness, which
transcends anything on this earth. A person can be righteous
no matter how bad he was. That person instantly comes into
the book of life. We tend to think some are better than
others but we are not.
We are redeemed from the curse of the law.
Galatians 3:13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of
the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written,
Cursed [is] every one that hangeth on a tree:
We deserve to be cursed.
Galatians 3:14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on
the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the
promise of the Spirit through faith.
We didn’t deserve it. We got free from the curse by
grace.
He puts us in the church, the body. Ephesians 1:22 And hath put all [things] under his feet,
and gave him [to be] the head over all [things] to the
church,
Ephesians 1:23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that
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filleth all in all.
When a person is saved he is baptized into that body.
Galatians 3:26 For ye are all the children of God by faith
in Christ Jesus.
Galatians 3:27 For as many of you as have been baptized
into Christ have put on Christ.
Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for
ye are all one in Christ Jesus.
Galatians 3:29 And if ye [be] Christ's, then are ye
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.
I am saved and going to heaven and also in the body
of Christ, where He is I am. Every believer is seated in
heavenly places in Christ. One day Christ will come and get
his wife.
The age of grace is sometimes referred to as a
parenthetical period. God since Abraham, has been dealing
with a nation (since Genesis 12). Since Genesis 12 God has
been interested in one group Israel until Acts. After the
crucifixion God temporarily stops dealing with Israel. From
that point on He starts to deal equally with Jew and
Gentile. But God will complete and fulfill His dealings with
Israel. there were 70 weeks of years of prophesy determined
on Israel and after that their kingdom and Messiah would be
given to them. 69 of those weeks came to pass and the
Saviour was crucified (Daniel 9). Then God stopped that
timetable, that prophesy because of the Jewish rejection of
the Messiah and left the last week to a later period of time
(see Romans 11). God set them aside and begin to go to the
Gentile. The fulness of the Gentiles will come and then that
70th week will occur. The gap is about 2,000 years or two
days. That’s why Christ was in the tomb two days and up on
the third. There was a reason for that. It was to picture
how long He would stay away from Israel and that He would
return to Israel on the third day. Hosea 6 states that
Israel will be resurrected after two days. 1,000 years is as
one day with God. Lazarus was sick and Jesus waited till the
third day till Lazarus, a type of Israel, was resurrected.
We are in the parenthetical time, getting close to the end
of the 2 days since God has quit dealing with Israel.
What has been man's failure in this dispensation?
Adam ate from the wrong tree. Under conscience they
were to bring a lamb and they didn’t, under human government
the whole human race tried to have a government and be
ecumenical and have a United Nations and build a tower to
get into heaven their way and they failed. Every
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dispensation ends in failure and judgement.
The sins of the Gentiles will fill up Romans 11:25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be
ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own
conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel,
until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.
Their cup will fill up.
2Thessalonians 2:2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or
be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter
as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.
2Thessalonians 2:3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for
[that day shall not come], except there come a falling away
first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of
perdition;
2Thessalonians 2:4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above
all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as
God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is
God.
The Man of Sin will come in. The lost Gentile
nations will flatly reject the gospel and go atheistic or s
The church will fall away from the truth 1Timothy 4:1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the
latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed
to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;
Man will not endure sound doctrine 2Timothy 4:3 For the time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they
heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;
2Timothy 4:4 And they shall turn away [their] ears from the
truth, and shall be turned unto fables.
That time has come. People don’t believe the truth
any more. The church is going into apostacy.
The judgement
The biggest judgement will be the Rapture. The lights
will go out on this world. There will be no more preaching,
no more salvation by grace.
Grace:
Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: [it is] the gift of God:
Ephesians 2:9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.
Why? We are His workmanship. We aren’t talking about
salvation of the flesh here. That isn’t permanent. We are
talking about where you go when you die. This is salvation
of soul which is lost and dead in sin. Christ came to pay
for that.
Ezekiel 18:4 Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the
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father, so also the soul of the son is mine: the soul that
sinneth, it shall die.
The body is going to die. You can stop the death of
the soul in this age by accepting Christ as your personal
Saviour. The promise is everlasting life.
In each dispensation God reveals an attribute of His
character.
innocence- His goodness, conscience – long-suffering, Human
government - His justice,
promise - faithfulness,
law - holiness,
Grace - God's grace.
Ephesians 2:5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath
quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)
Ephesians 2:6 And hath raised [us] up together, and made
[us] sit together in heavenly [places] in Christ Jesus:
Ephesians 2:7 That in the ages to come he might shew the
exceeding riches of his grace in [his] kindness toward us
through Christ Jesus.
Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: [it is] the gift of God:
Ephesians 2:9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.
Grace is something somebody does for you when you
don’t deserve it. Mercy is not doing something to you that
you deserve. You get both of those in Jesus Christ.

That ends the dispensation of grace.

GREAT
TRIBULA
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Jesus
Christ
returns to
earth

Man's failure comes to awful fruition:
Innocence- Men live the lie & call evil good
(cp. Gen 3:5).
Conscience- Corrupt minds ignore God's
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Word (Mat 24:37-39).
Government- The world unites with
Antichrist against God.
Promise- Israel is in the promised land, but in
unbelief.
Law- The rebuilt Temple is given over to
false worship.
Grace- The apostate church is aligned with
the Antichrist.

by Grace through
Faith
in the blood of the
Lamb.
Rev
7:14; 12:10,11

This next dispensation is the Great Tribulation
An extreme contrast with grace.
This is short but important.
This is a dispensation is in the future. The ground
is less firm but we have the Scriptures. Prophesy is God's
calling card. Only God has the ability to tell the future.
That’s what separates Him from the gods and the religions of
this world. God knows the end from the beginning (Isaiah
56).
Study Daniels's 70th week). We are now between the
crucifixion and the 70th week of prophesy in Daniel 9. The
Bible defines 'week' as a wee of days or years. What was
prophesied did not come to pass after 490 days. From
Nehemiah 2 (the decree to build Jerusalem, Artexerthes to
the crucifixion was exactly 483 years (69 weeks of years).
Daniel was told that the Messiah would be cut off after 69
weeks. He was cut off but not for himself. Death has no
hold on Christ because He wasn’t a sinner and the wages of
sin is death. The 70th
week didn’t happen yet because Daniel 9 says that after 70
weeks righteous would be brought in worldwide and the most
holy would be anointed and the sins of Israel would be
forgiven and other things which haven’t yet come to pass.
It took 7 weeks to rebuild the city and 62 weeks
later the Messiah was cut off. The messiah came into
Jerusalem the very day that Daniel prophesied He would come
according to Scotland Yard. He was crucified at the end of
483 years. So 7 weeks of years are left to be fulfilled. In
Acts 7 there was a change and God set Israel aside because
of their reject of the Father (OT), the Son (gospels) and
the Holy Spirit (Acts). They reject all parts of the
Godhead. The Messiah came into Jerusalem the very day that
Daniel prophesied He would come according to Scotland Yard.
He was crucified at the end of 483 years. So 7 weeks of
years are left to be fulfilled. In Acts 7 there was a
change and God set Israel aside because of their reject of
the Father (OT), the Son (gospels) and the Holy Spirit
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(Acts). They reject all parts of the Godhead and a Gentile
Apostle is called to preach to the Gentiles and get in on
the blessings of Israel spiritually. In the Millennium the
Jew will get the literal, physical earthly, visible
messianic kingdom of heaven in the heart of Israel with
Christ reigning on the throne in Jerusalem. We get put in
the kingdom of God and Jesus Christ sits on the throne of
your heart individually. We are also made joint heir. We
also partake of the Holy Ghost. That will happen with Israel
in the Millennium. (see Romans 11).
This age will end cataclysmically. When the age of
grace is finished God will call out the church. Everybody
that has been born again will go up.
1Thessalonians 4:15 For this we say unto you by the word of
the Lord, that we which are alive [and] remain unto the
coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.
'asleep' - dead saints
'prevent' - go ahead of the event
1Thessalonians 4:16 For the Lord himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise
first:
'shout' Revelation 4:1 After this I looked, and, behold, a door
[was] opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard
[was] as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said,
Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be
hereafter.
1Thessalonians 4:17 Then we which are alive [and] remain
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
'archangel' Daniel 12:1 And at that time shall Michael stand up, the
great prince which standeth for the children of thy people:
and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was
since there was a nation [even] to that same time: and at
that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that
shall be found written in the book.
Michael is the angelic representation of the nation
of Israel. (see Daniel 10). Every country or nation has an
angelic representation in the third heaven. God begins to
again deal with Israel and the unfinished business of
Daniel's 70th week and their accepting God's terms for the
kingdom.
1Thessalonians 4:18 Wherefore comfort one another with
these words.
Its soon because we are in the last days. The are
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many signs of the times. All the prophesies of the second
coming are now coming to pass.
After the 70th week is over with you have the second
coming of Jesus Christ. He will come back to this earth
literally and then the 1,000-year millennial reign of Christ
(see Revelation 20).
This age ends at the Rapture. The next period is the
dispensation of tribulation or judgement which we will call
it. The 7 weeks of Daniel begins at that point and God
begins to deal with Israel again. They will end at the
second coming (see Revelation 19). There will be a judgement
of the nations (see Matthew 25).
Matthew 25:31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory,
and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the
throne of his glory:
Matthew 25:32 And before him shall be gathered all nations:
and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd
divideth [his] sheep from the goats:
He will judge the nations. Goat nations will go into
hell because they have not helped the Jew during the
tribulation.
When does it start and end?
the Great White Throne dispensation begins at the
Rapture and will end with the judgment of the nations. This
age is really one of judgement. Today Man can immediately
become part of the body of Christ. In the dispensation God
won’t be so kind. This will be the worst period of judgment
the world has ever seen.
Matthew 24 deals with the period of time right
before the kingdom is established. In that context Matthew 24:15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination
of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the
holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)
Matthew 24:16 Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the
mountains:
Matthew 24:17 Let him which is on the housetop not come
down to take any thing out of his house:
Matthew 24:18 Neither let him which is in the field return
back to take his clothes.
Matthew 24:19 And woe unto them that are with child, and to
them that give suck in those days!
Matthew 24:20 But pray ye that your flight be not in the
winter, neither on the sabbath day:
Matthew 24:21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as
was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no,
nor ever shall be.
- much worse than Noah or anything else. 2/3 (4
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billion) of the Earth's population will die within 3 years.
The flood probably killed 18-19 million people.
Matthew 24:22 And except those days should be shortened,
there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake
those days shall be shortened.
Matthew 24:23 Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here
[is] Christ, or there; believe [it] not.
Matthew 24:24 For there shall arise false Christs, and
false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders;
insomuch that, if [it were] possible, they shall deceive the
very elect.
The Earth will change too. Every mountain shall be
leveled, the waters of the earth will turn to blood. Hard to
believe because nothing to relate it with.
Consider all 300 of Jesus prophesies come true.
Judgement
1) The judgement of the church (2 Corinthians 5). When the
church is caught out it will be judged at the judgement seat
of Christ. It will be after the rapture and before the
second coming.
a) 'judgement seat' - each time in the bible it is a
literal seat with a literal man on it judging literal
people. Today we judge our sins as a son of God and confess
them ourselves and they are washed away by the blood and
your fellowship is restored. One day we will stand before
Christ not to have the sins judged but to give an account of
your works.
2Corinthians 5:9 Wherefore we labour, that, whether present
or absent, we may be accepted of him.
'labour' - our works
2Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the
things [done] in [his] body, according to that he hath done,
whether [it be] good or bad.
also
Romans 14:10 But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why
dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand
before the judgment seat of Christ.
1Corinthians 3:12 Now if any man build upon this foundation
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;
1Corinthians 3:13 Every man's work shall be made manifest:
for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed
by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what
sort it is.
1Corinthians 3:14 If any man's work abide which he hath
built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.
1Corinthians 3:15 If any man's work shall be burned, he
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shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as
by fire.
We know the judgment seat of Christ takes place
before the second coming. The second coming is in:
Revelation 19:12 His eyes [were] as a flame of fire, and on
his head [were] many crowns; and he had a name written, that
no man knew, but he himself.
In Revelation 19:7-8 the bride is already clean and
white and ready for her marriage (she's been judged and
cleaned up).
Revelation 19:7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour
to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife
hath made herself ready.
Revelation 19:8 And to her was granted that she should be
arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen
is the righteousness of saints.
It takes place up in heaven while the nations are
experiencing Daniel's 70th week and Israel is going through
its trial with the antichrist.
There is another judgment, the judgement of Israel
(Matthew 24). It deals with Israel being judged during the
great tribulation because of their rejection of Christ as
the Messiah. So, God gives them antichrist (antimessiah).
The antichrist will sit in the holy place Matthew 24:15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination
of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the
holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)
Great judgement will fall on Israel.
Jeremiah 30:4 And these [are] the words that the LORD spake
concerning Israel and concerning Judah.
Jeremiah 30:5 For thus saith the LORD; We have heard a
voice of trembling, of fear, and not of peace.
Jeremiah 30:6 Ask ye now, and see whether a man doth
travail with child? wherefore do I see every man with his
hands on his loins, as a woman in travail, and all faces are
turned into paleness?
A woman travails with child and that’s what Israel
is like during the tribulation (Revelation 12).
Jeremiah 30:7 Alas! for that day [is] great, so that none
[is] like it: it [is] even the time of Jacob's trouble; but
he shall be saved out of it.
It’s the day of the Lord, the day of vengeance.
'like' - Matthew 24 - unlike anything that has ever taken
place.
Jacob represents the nation of Israel, he begot the 12
patriarchs, his name was changed to Israel. God doesn’t call
him Israel there but Jacob because when Israel is in the
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tribulation they are like the old man and then at the
beginning of the Millennium they will be Israel. God changed
Jacob's name after he got the blessing and did right with
God.
Other references to Israel's judgment:
Daniel 12:1 And at that time shall Michael stand up, the
great prince which standeth for the children of thy people:
and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was
since there was a nation [even] to that same time: and at
that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that
shall be found written in the book.
Zechariah 13:8 And it shall come to pass, [that] in all the
land, saith the LORD, two parts therein shall be cut off
[and] die; but the third shall be left therein.
Zechariah 13:9 And I will bring the third part through the
fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will
try them as gold is tried: they shall call on my name, and I
will hear them: I will say, It [is] my people: and they
shall say, The LORD [is] my God.
Malachi 3:2 But who may abide the day of his coming? and
who shall stand when he appeareth? for he [is] like a
refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap:
Malachi 3:6 For I [am] the LORD, I change not; therefore ye
sons of Jacob are not consumed.
The context of the above passages is the tribulation.
3) the judgment of the nations
God uses the tribulation not only to judge Israel
for their rejection of the church and sin, but also uses
that period of time to judge the nations, who have had 2,000
years to accept Christ as their Saviour. In the past few
decades the nations have not only rejected Christ but any
Deity and become more and more humanistic than in the last
2,000 years and they are getting ready to deny the
scriptures and turn to the antichrist. After the sixth seal
Revelation 16:13 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs
[come] out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth
of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.
The false trinity.
Revelation 16:14 For they are the spirits of devils,
working miracles, [which] go forth unto the kings of the
earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle
of that great day of God Almighty.
Revelation 16:15 Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed [is] he
that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked,
and they see his shame.
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Revelation 16:16 And he gathered them together into a place
called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.
in
Revelation 19:11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a
white horse; and he that sat upon him [was] called Faithful
and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.
Revelation 19:12 His eyes [were] as a flame of fire, and on
his head [were] many crowns; and he had a name written, that
no man knew, but he himself.
Revelation 19:13 And he [was] clothed with a vesture dipped
in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.
Revelation 19:14 And the armies [which were] in heaven
followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white
and clean.
Revelation 19:15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword,
that with it he should smite the nations: and he Revelation
19:17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried
with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the
midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto
the supper of the great God;
Revelation 19:16 And he hath on [his] vesture and on his
thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.
Christ comes back.
Revelation 19:18 That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and
the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the
flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh
of all [men, both] free and bond, both small and great.
Revelation 19:19 And I saw the beast, and the kings of the
earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war
against him that sat on the horse, and against his army.
Revelation 19:20 And the beast was taken, and with him the
false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which
he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast,
and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast
alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.
Christ will destroy the nations.
Zephaniah 3:8 Therefore wait ye upon me, saith the LORD,
until the day that I rise up to the prey: for my
determination [is] to gather the nations, that I may
assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine indignation,
[even] all my fierce anger: for all the earth shall be
devoured with the fire of my jealousy.
God promises to gather the nations.
4) the whole religious system of the world (see Revelation
17 and 18).
Revelation 19:2 For true and righteous [are] his judgments:
for he hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the
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earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of
his servants at her hand.
Four things will be judged during the great
tribulation: the church in heaven, Israel on the Earth, the
nations at Armageddon and the great harlot religion.
Revelation 16:7 And I heard another out of the altar say,
Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous [are] thy
judgments.
Revelation 14:7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and
give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and
worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and
the fountains of waters.
Revelation 15:4 Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and
glorify thy name? for [thou] only [art] holy: for all
nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy
judgments are made manifest.
and at the second coming Revelation 19:11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a
white horse; and he that sat upon him [was] called Faithful
and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.
It will be as it was in the days of Noah. The world
will be destroyed. In the days of lot fire and brimstone
were used.
The plan of salvation
How is a person saved during this period?
Matthew 24:13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the
same shall be saved.
Matthew 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations;
and then shall the end come.
- the gospel that will be preached. In the
tribulation people will have to endure the pressure of the
antichrist to take the mark of the beast. They will have to
endure the pressure of attacking the Jew.
The gospel of the kingdom will be preached.
Revelation 7:14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And
he said to me, These are they which came out of great
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb.
- has a tinge of works. I get my robes of
righteousness as a gift. People coming out of the
Tribulation will wash their own robes.
Revelation 12:10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven,
Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our
God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our
brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day
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and night.
Revelation 12:11 And they overcame him by the blood of the
Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not
their lives unto the death.
I don’t have to die to go to heaven but in the
tribulation the chances are a person will because if they
don’t take the mark of the beast their heads are cut off.
Get saved now!
Revelation 12:17 And the dragon was wroth with the woman,
and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which
keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of
Jesus Christ.
'woman' - Israel
'commandments'
Revelation 14:6 And I saw another angel fly in the midst of
heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them
that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred,
and tongue, and people,
Revelation 14:7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and
give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and
worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and
the fountains of waters.
Another gospel, the everlasting gospel, is preached.
It must have something to do with salvation.
Revelation 14:12 Here is the patience of the saints: here
[are] they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith
of Jesus.
to be a saint in the tribulation its keeping the
commandments and faith in Jesus Christ. We don’t have to do
that to be a saint today, I am a saint by receiving Christ
as my Saviour.
Revelation 14:9 And the third angel followed them, saying
with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his
image, and receive [his] mark in his forehead, or in his
hand,
Revelation 14:10 The same shall drink of the wine of the
wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the
cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire
and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the
presence of the Lamb:
Revelation 14:11 And the smoke of their torment ascendeth
up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night,
who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth
the mark of his name.
If you take the mark of the beast you are damned.
So, salvation: you must endure till the end, keep the
commandments, not take the mark of the beast and have the
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faith of Christ as the coming Messiah.
The purpose of the age
to show judgement
Man's failure
Man doesn’t repent (Revelation 9).

Man again fails

Man's judgement
Pure wrath, no mercy.
Revelation 9:20 And the rest of the men which were not
killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of
their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols
of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood:
which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk:
Revelation 9:21 Neither repented they of their murders, nor
of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their
thefts.
Revelation 16:9 And men were scorched with great heat, and
blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over these
plagues: and they repented not to give him glory.
Revelation 16:10 And the fifth angel poured out his vial
upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of
darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain,
Revelation 16:11 And blasphemed the God of heaven because
of their pains and their sores, and repented not of their
deeds.
Few will go to heaven.
The dispensation ends with the second coming of
Christ, smiting the nations with an iron rod, resurrecting
Israel, returning with the church of God and establishing
the judgement of the nations for their treatment of Israel
during that period of time. The nations that did not treat
Israel properly will be destroyed. Thus, ends the great
Tribulation dispensation.
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ETERNAL AGE OF THE KINGDOM
OF GOD

(7)
Isa 9:6,7

Believe & Obey
Isa 2:1-4
Isa 11:1-16
Isa 12:1-6
Isa 55:1-3
Zech 14:16-18
During the Kingdom age, the disorder of previous ages is corrected:
Innocence- God's truth is known by all men (Jer 31:34).
Conscience- God's people have holy hearts to serve Him (Jer 31:33).
Government- Christ rules from Jerusalem. Righteousness covers the earth.
Promise- Israel is in her land. Abrahamic & Davidic covenants are fulfilled.
Law- True temple worship declares that Christ has fulfilled the Law.
Grace- The true church is with Christ in His glory.

The great white throne dispensation is finished. The
wicked dead have been raised and finally judged. And then
come the "new heaven and a new Earth". Eternity is begun.
Not much on eternity future in the Bible. How we make the
transition from a meager life into eternity is by the Word
of God, by the preaching of the gospel of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Not much on eternity future in the Bible.
This Seventh dispensation begins when the Holy City,
New Jerusalem, descends onto the refined, purified and
renewed Earth with its atmosphere, referred to in the Bible
as the New Heaven and the New Earth (Revelation 21:2). This
will only happen after all sinful fallen men and all sinful
fallen angels, without a single exception, are destroyed.
The Earth will become the headquarters and governing planet
of the Universe in the Eternal Kingdom of God. The Seventh
Age is the age that begins but never ends. It is the Age
without end, as it will last for eternity. Truly, it will be
the glorious Eternal Sabbath Rest from all sin, from all
ungodliness and from all unrighteousness, for all of God’s
creation. and through God’s ‘refining’ that will end
mercifully in the, Lake of Fire during the Great White
Throne Judgement Age.
In eternity and all of the laws of Science or the laws
that God has set up in nature in this world aren’t
necessarily good for the next. He can do anything He wants.
Before the flood there wasn’t any rain. There are a lot of
things that have changed in relation to the Earth and Earth
sciences. Because a scientist doesn’t understand that he
doesn’t really know the truth to the beginning of the Earth.
In eternity in new Jerusalem the tree of life is on
either side of the river and it bears 12 manner of fruit.
Before eternity began everyone that gets into Christ they
were determined to be adapted and their body and soul would
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be fixed.
The new Jerusalem is described in rev 21 - pearls,
diamonds, rubies, gold - mostly hard. It also talks ab trees
and a river of life. There may be a mixture of it in
eternity. Because of what He's created, now we're going to
get a new body like Christ - He could eat, they touched Him
in His glorified body. But with that body you don’t need to
worry ab tearing, hurting it.
Therefore, you can endure a hard environment as well as
a soft environment. But it looks like the original
environment of the original earth was all bejeweled or all
hard, probably fit the individual that’s described right
here. It’s an Earth of gold and jewels. Brilliant. We can’t
even imagine it. What we see are just the remnants and the
thing
The word 'Tabernacle' is used in relation to the
regular, rest of Israel. That’s God tabernacling as He did
in the person of Jesus Christ. When rejected He left. This
time He'll come to be accepted. He will stay and He will
tabernacle in eternity with His people. the millennial
sanctuary and city and the one in rev 21-22 is the ETERNAL
city Jerusalem. Make that distinction, don’t get them
confused.
When you get saved you are a brother to Christ and he's
going to rule over this whole earth. Then in eternity the
whole universe! Why? Because Jesus Christ tasted death for
every man, which makes it possible for you to become a son
and that purpose is God is to bring those sons to glory. He
wants us to fulfill what Adam blew. He had intended for Adam
to fulfill it.
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Conclusions
This document has proven:
1) Every instance of the word 'hell' in the King James
Bible is mistranslated from one of four different words.
These words are: one Hebrew word Sheol, and three Greekwords
Hades, Tartarus and Gehenna. These words do not mean hell.
2) Unbelievers possess nothing immortal (such as an
immortal soul) that can be tormented eternally in a place
called 'hell'. It is widely believed that the “immortal
soul” is a biblical concept, but it is nevermentioned in the
Bible.
3) The Hebrew prophets never mentioned a place where human
beings would writhe in eternal torment, gnashing their teeth
forever. They never mentioned even the slightest possibility
of suffering after death.
4) There is strong scriptural support for the literal
everlasting destruction (perishing) of those who die as
unbelievers (the unsaved person), evidence which is so
immense it allows us to provide more than enough strong
scriptural support to prove this. The overwhelming biblical
evidence in both the Old Testament and the NewTestament is
that wicked people are not tormented forever but are
destroyed in the lake of fire, which isthe second death. The
Bible says in many different waysand in many places that the
unsaved will be totally destroyed. So one can safely
conclude that the unsaved will be destroyed.
Furthermore, those who die yet unbelieving will
experience “apollumi,” or being cast into the lake offire,
which is the second death.
5) "Forever and Ever", 'Eternity', 'Eternal' and
'Everlasting' are poor, inaccurate Bible translation when
used in non-Diety contexts. God speaks of time interms of
ages (eons), which are of a finite duration. In Scriptures
with a Deity context where the number ofages is infinite.
6) God will justly, but mercifully utterly destroy
rebellious people who reject Him and choose sin, not
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subject them to never-ending existence in conscious agony.
Death without any hope of resurrection (the 'second death'),
not eternal torture, is scripturally God's eternal
punishment for the wicked. They simply 'perish'. Webster's
1828 dictionary defines 'perish' as'to be destroyed', 'to
come to nothing'.
7) God views biblical time in terms of eons (ages). There
are 5 distinct eons in human existence. God dealswith sin
during this time and prepares those who acceptHim for an
eternal existence. These are periods of a fixed duration.
The terms 'Forever', 'Everlasting' and 'Eternity' belong
only to God. Thus, they are properly used only in verses
that have a Deity context. Other than that they are
mistranslations, particularly in thecase of eternal
conscious punishment. Death with no hope of resurrection is
the prescribed biblical punishment, which, of course, has
eternal consequences.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
- Any other punishment for sin, such as burning
eternally in 'hell', would make God a liar and violate God
being a just God.
As we have proven, the Bible repeatedly declare that
unrepentant sinners will be destroyed in the lake of fire at
the second death. We back this up with plainScripture
declarations with numerous easy-to understandexamples. Those
who adamantly contend that the Bible teaches eternal
conscious torment for ungodly sinners are quite mistaken.
The reader hopefully now accepts what we haveproven
Scripturally, the fact that God does not torture unbelievers
forever
in
a
place
called
'hell',
but rather that
unrepentant unbelievers perish, as we have Scripturally
proven in great detail. 'Perish' means 'to be destroyed', 'to
come to nothing'. Therefore, while this fate does not contain
the element of never ending
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torture, it is obviously one to be avoided at any cost,
particularly when loved ones and friends are concerned.
The beauty of the situation is that there is currently
no cost. In this age Jesus Christ offers salvation as a free
gift to those who accept Him as their personal Saviour.
Ideally the unbeliever should
be 'witnessed' to by a Christian, who is capable of leading
him/her to the Lord.* Upon believing themessage and accepting
it the person becomes a believer and is saved.
*A
person can also lead them self to the Lord by
believing the Word of God through personal Bible studyand
humbly praying a 'sinner's prayer' such as this: "God, I
know that I am a sinner. I know that I deservethe
consequences of my sin. However, I am trusting in
Jesus Christ as my Savior. I believe that His death and
resurrection provided for my forgiveness. I trust in
Jesus and Jesus alone as my personal Lord and Savior.
Thank you Lord, for saving me and forgiving me! Amen."
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Endnote
Upon completion of this document I was convinced that
my former method of witnessing to unbelievers attempting to scare them into accepting my message to
avoid burning eternally in 'hell' - was wrong for two
main reasons.
1) It portrays God as a cruel, sadistic psychopath
without mercy, who endlessly tortures people. For
centuries, many ministers have been preaching 'hellfire
and brimstone' sermons and promoting a religion of fear
by teaching that the unsaved face an eternity of
torture. The common teaching is that incorrigibly
wicked people will be tormented forever in some fiery,
macabre manner in a terrifying place called hell. This
horrible fate usually conjures up in people's minds
visions of an ever-burning hellfire where sinners are
continually roasted on spits, and a devil with horns
and a tail runs around sticking his captives with a
pitchfork.
2) Through biblical witnessing unbelievers should be
made aware of the rewards that come with salvation:
eternal life, forgiveness of sins, having their dead
spirit regenerated with the holy Spirit who now will
indwell their body to guide and teach them, entry into
the Kingdom of God, becoming a 'new creature' in Christ
and much more.
I realize that the subject of this document is very
controversial and can even cause anger. I've done my best
to be consistent with the Scriptures in seeking the
truth about the manner in which God implements His
justice. I've concluded that torturing human beings
eternally in a fiery hell is not what God would do, but
rather it is a doctrine of Man. I realize that the
majority of our churches will disagree, so I'll leave
it to the reader to decide for themselves.
As is stated in this document:
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"The fear of going to a place called hell and being
tortured eternally naturally causes apprehension in the
unbeliever. This fear can be used to target that
particular segment of a church congregation in order to
make them more compliant. According to the early
Christian fathers 'hell' was a good way to control the
behavior of the unwashed masses, but no wise man
believed in it. And 'hell' has always been a convenient
way to increase conversions, church attendance and
revenues. Unfortunately it also portrays God as a cruel,
even a sadistic individual."
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Why would a loving God destroy the wicked?
Simply put, God's ways are not our ways. He will
allow what He disapproves of and will not condone Lamentations 3:32 But though he cause grief, yet will
he have compassion according to the multitude of his
mercies.
Lamentations 3:33 For he doth not afflict willingly
nor grieve the children of men.
Lamentations 3:34 To crush under his feet all the
prisoners of the earth,
Lamentations 3:35 To turn aside the right of a man
before the face of the most High,
Lamentations 3:36 To subvert a man in his cause, the
Lord approveth not.
He will permit what He does not command:
Jeremiah 9:5 And they will deceive every one his
neighbour, and will not speak the truth: they have
taught their tongue to speak lies, [and] weary
themselves to commit iniquity.
The God of the Bible deals out death, as “the wages
of sin”
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
He didn’t predestinate anyone to burn forever
anywhere; mainly, because the “lake of fire” was not
even made for man—it was “prepared for the devil and
his angels.”
Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:
but He will allow a man to go there.
The God of the Bible deals out death, as “the wages
of sin” (Romans 6:23). The moral laws of the Universe
cause suffering. God set them up, and He set them up so
that suffering after suffering follows any nation or
individual who thumbs his nose at the Ten Commandments
given to Moses.
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A loving Father can cause suffering. A father who
does not whip and chasten you doesn’t love you. “God is
Love.” Then His motives have to be right, even when His
actions are an expression of His vengeance. The God of
the Bible loves righteousness and hates iniquity. He
never calls evil “good,” or good “evil”. This means when
you say “God is love,” you have to qualify it by noting
what kind of love this is, where and how it is
manifested, how it functions, and how it is
appropriated."
- mostly extracted from 'God is Love' by Dr.
Ruckman
As we discussed, God’s love is revealed in a
perfect balance between justice and mercy. Because of
sin, man’s sense of balance between justice and mercy
has become distorted. We cannot see everything that God
sees and our limited view makes trusting an infinite
God very hard sometimes. God understands our
limitations, but He requires His children to trust Him
completely. He alone knows the best way through the
corridors of life to eternity. His laws reflect His
infinite knowledge. Few spend time trying to understand
God’s laws, mercy, justice, authority, glory and power,
but this will change when God's coming wrath is
released. God’s policies are changeless because God
does not change. It is ironic, but during the time of
God’s wrath, many will learn what Divine love is all
about and, for the first time, experience a saving
relationship with God.
Jeremiah 29:13 And ye shall seek me, and find [me],
when ye shall search for me with all your heart.
- So assumedly God is going to give people the
capability to have their heart turned over completely
to Him and He's going to be found to them.
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Why the wicked must perish
The sinful will not be in heaven
Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and
the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have
their part in the lake which burneth with fire and
brimstone: which is the second death.
-> because nothing impure will ever enter heaven:
Revelation 21:27 And there shall in no wise enter into
it any thing that defileth, neither [whatsoever]
worketh abomination, or [maketh] a lie: but they which
are written in the Lamb's book of life.
Outside of heaven are those who sin:
Revelation 22:15 For without [are] dogs, and sorcerers,
and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and
whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.
An Old Testament prophecy also assures us that the
Kingdom of God will exclude sinfulness:
Isaiah 35:8 And an highway shall be there, and a way,
and it shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean
shall not pass over it; but it [shall be] for those:
the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err
[therein].
Isaiah 35:9 No lion shall be there, nor [any] ravenous
beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there;
but the redeemed shall walk [there]:
The glorification that God promises His children is
spoken of in:
Romans 8:30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he
also called: and whom he called, them he also justified:
and whom he justified, them he also glorified.
Glorification necessarily includes sinlessness,
because sinful beings cannot be glorious. Heaven, the
place of God’s glory, is sinless. Paul prays
1Thessalonians 5:23 And the very God of peace sanctify
you wholly; and [I pray God] your whole spirit and soul
and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
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and he links the glorious appearing of Christ to our
personal glorification:
Colossians 3:4 When Christ, [who is] our life, shall
appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.
This glorified state will be our ultimate
separation from sin, a total sanctification in every
regard. It will not be possible for us to sin in heaven.
James 1:14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn
away of his own lust, and enticed.
- provides another assurance that we will not sin
in heaven: In this sinful world, we face temptation
daily, and James identifies two forces that prompt us
to sin: our own evil desire (our sin nature) and
enticement (the devil’s schemes). Neither of those
forces will be in heaven. Our sin nature will have been
eradicated in our glorification, and the tempter will
have been assigned to the lake of fire where he can do
us no harm:
Revelation 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the
beast and the false prophet [are], and shall be
tormented day and night for ever and ever.
The Bible’s teaching is that heaven or the eternal
state is completely holy. There will be no possibility
of sin, we will be clothed with righteousness
Revelation 19:8 And to her was granted that she should
be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine
linen is the righteousness of saints.
and will we be eternally confirmed in our state of
bliss. The work that God promised to complete in us
will have been finished
Philippians 1:6 Being confident of this very thing,
that he which hath begun a good work in you will
perform [it] until the day of Jesus Christ:
Our deliverance will be complete, as the elect are
redeemed—body, soul, and mind—to the glory of the Lamb
Revelation 5:6 And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of
the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of
the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having
2392

seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits
of God sent forth into all the earth.
Revelation 5:7 And he came and took the book out of
the right hand of him that sat upon the throne.
Revelation 5:8 And when he had taken the book, the
four beasts and four [and] twenty elders fell down
before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and
golden vials full of odors, which are the prayers of
saints.
Revelation 5:9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou
art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals
thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to
God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and
people, and nation;
Revelation 5:10 And hast made us unto our God kings
and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.
It was difficult for me to abandon life-long
beliefs, but it is far more important to know the true
intentions of our merciful, just God. Salvation for the
lost (the unbeliever) is of paramount importance. We,
like God, should not want anyone to perish.
2Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his
promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance.
Christians have the privilege to witness to the lost
about the free gift of salvation offered by Jesus
Christ.
Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves: [it is] the gift of God:
Ephesians 2:9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.
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My Final Thoughts
The Bible is truly a supernatural book. I've heard
it said that "you read it, it reads you." I believe
this is quite true. This document has provided much
evidence to prove the following premise that was first
introduced in abstract point 7 of this document:
Deuteronomy 29:29 The secret [things belong] unto the
LORD our God: but those [things which are] revealed
[belong] unto us and to our children for ever, that
[we] may do all the words of this law.
The ‘secret things’ are not revealed in the Bible.
They are hidden away till the End days. However, God
wouldn’t give us a book we couldn’t understand. He has
published everything we need to know. But some of our
translators have taken tangible things that aren't
secret, such as Gehenna and its fires and Hades and
amplified them into an eternal 'hell', although the
word 'hell' isn't even in the Bible and the words
'eternal', 'everlasting' and 'forever are proper only
when used in Diety contexts and never in the context of
the punishment of sinners (as we have proven).
Furthermore, the unscriptural notion that lost people
have an 'eternal soul' is propagated in the churches.
These 'ingredients' are all combined with the
scripturally false idea that God maintains His anger
'forever', so He has the desire to punish unrepentant
sinners eternally.
Micah 7:18 Who [is] a God like unto thee, that
pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of
the remnant of his heritage? He retaineth not his anger
for ever, because he delighteth [in] mercy.
but mainly from the following 3 unscriptural beliefs:
 The false teaching that unbelievers possess an
immortal soul, which can suffer eternally. Even
believers possess nothing immortal until Christ
returns:
1Corinthians 15:53 For this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal [must] put on immortality
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1Corinthians 15:54 So when this corruptible shall have
put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying
that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.
At the Second Coming the corruptible body of the
Christian will be changed into an incorruptible body
like Christ’s. There is going to be a transformation of
living Christians, and they are not all going to die.
They are going to be transformed while they are alive.
The unscriptural notion that lost people have an
'immortal soul', a false teaching that is propagated in
the churches, will be shown to be scripturally untrue.
 Another verse that confirms it is a false teaching
that God retains His anger forever so He has the desire
to punish unrepentant sinners eternally.,
Psalms 103:9 He will not always chide: neither will he
keep [his anger] for ever.
 The false teaching that Bible punishment is not
proportional to the sins a sinner commits, but rather
is eternal suffering.
Isaiah 59:18 According to [their] deeds, accordingly
he will repay, fury to his adversaries, recompence to
his enemies; to the islands he will repay recompence.
' According': 2. Suitable; agreeable; in accordance with. - Websters 1828
Dictionary
Many verses that confirm the teaching of this
verse, that sinners will be repaid according to their
deeds, were presented.
 The false teaching that the wages of sin is not
really death, but an eternal existence of suffering for
unrepentant sinners.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the
gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
" Romans 6:23 can be a reference to eternal death in the
case of a lost man."
- Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. Romans Commentary (The
Bible Believers Commentary Series)
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God wouldn’t give us a book full of things that
were not true. He has published every truth we need to
know in this life at this time. We proved that some of
our translators have taken tangible things that aren't
secret and some false unscriptural ideas and wrongly
amplified them into an eternal 'hell' of everlasting
punishment (as we proved) and that the words 'eternal',
'everlasting' and 'forever are proper only when used in
Diety contexts and never in the context of the
punishment of sinners (as we proved). These
'ingredients' are all combined with a total
misunderstanding of how a just God deals with His
people. (One of His attributes is Justice).
The result is the notion of an eternal hell where
the souls of sinners burn forever in order to satisfy
God's unscriptural eternal anger, the churches having
away to discipline people and some people get saved
outof fear rather than knowing the true character of
God,whose justice is that unrepentant sinners perish,
not be tortured for eternity.
Hopefully this document has proven its case.
Hopefully the reader now sees God in a truer, more
scripturally accurate way. I realize we have made some
very controversial statements, but I feel that this
document has provided the necessary support for them.
Thank You for reading this document. By Jerry Ingerman
- A saved Christian man (www.knowyourmessiah.com)
(nrange4@hotmail.com)
The reader is invited to visit my web site where
this and my other works can be freely downloaded. Email
is also welcome. The Bible says
Proverbs 27:17 Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man
sharpeneth the countenance of his friend.
and we welcome all constructive feedback.
Thank You.
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